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PREFACE. 


i^B. 


Were  it  necessary  to  oflTer  any  apol(^  for  the  pub- 
lication of  this  Volume^  it  would  be  amply  furnished 
by  the  interest  which  has  been  excited  in  the  public 
mind  in  behalf  of  the  island  of  which  it  treats.  Not 
only  have  individuals,  of  purely  scientific  habits,  had 
thdr  curiosity  awakened  and  gratii^ed  by  the  details 
of  natural  research,  with  which  they  have  been  pre- 
sented by  those  who  have  recently  visited  Iceland, 
with  a  view  to  explore  its  extraordinary  phenomena ; 
but  such  as  bend  their  attention  more  to  the  history 
of  man,  and  especially  those  who  wish  to  contemplate 
him  as  affected  by  the  influence  of  moral  and  religi- 
ous principle,  have  felt  a  most  lively  concern  about 
the  inhabitants  of  that  remote  country,  and  expressed 
an  ardent  desire  of  becoming  more  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  the  peculiarities  of  their  character  and 
habits  of  life. 

The  object  which  the  author  had  in  view  in  visit- 
ing Iceland,  was  exclusively  t»  investigate  the  wants 
of  its  inhabitants  with  respect  to  the  Hdy  Scriptures ; 
to  adopt  the  most  eligible  measures  for  the  speedy 
distrilmtion  of  the  copies  which  had  been  provided  for 
them  by  the  bounty  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society ;  and  to  establish  a  similar  institution  among 
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the  Icelanders^  for  the  purpose  of  providing  them  in 
future  with  seasonahle  and  adequate  supplies  of  this 
invaluahle  repository  of  Divine  Revelation.  On  his 
arrival,  he  found  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  him 
to  attain  this  object,  except  by  making  the  torn:  of 
the  island,  and  visiting  those  of  its  inhabitants  whose 
conciurence  and  co-operation  were  deemed  of  import- 
ance to  the  execution  of  his  plan ;  and  as  its  extent, 
and  the  difficulties  necessarily  connected  with  travel- 
ling, are  very  considerable,  he  was  obliged  to  spend 
upwards  of  a  year  in  th^t  country,  and  make  his  pro- 
'  jected  tour  at  different  times. 

The  present  work  contains  the  result  of  the  obser- 
vations which  he  made  in  the  course  of  these  joumies. 
Where  he  went  over  the  same  ground  with  former 
travellers,  he.  has  in  a  great  measure  been  ^ticipated 
^  by  the  remarks  which  they  have  laid  before  the  pub- 
lic ;  although  he  flatters  himself  the  reader  will  not 
peruse  even  this  part  of  his  narrative  without  meet- 
ing with  instances  both  in  confirmation  and  amplifi- 
cation of  their  statements.  But  most  of  the  r^ions 
through  which  he  passed  have  never  been  visited  by 
any  native  of  Great  Britain,  and  many  of  them  had 
been  wholly  unexplored  by  foreigners. 

The  very  prominent  place  which  the  natural  ap- 
pearances of  the  island  occupy  on  almost  every  page, 
arises  from  the  predominance  and  extraordinary  .cha- 
racters of  these  phenomena.  It  is  impossible  for  a 
stranger  to  take  a  siifgle  step  in  Iceland,  without 
having  some  uncommon  object  of  this  description  pre- 
sented to  his  view ;  and,  in  taking  down  notes  of  his 
progress,  his  principal  difficulty  lies  in  the  selection  of 
subjects  where  such  a  multiplicity  claim  his  attention. 
It  not  unfrequently  happens  that  he  is  denied  the 
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PREFACE.  IX 

pleasure  of  seeing  a  buman  being  for  several  dayd  to- 
gether, when  proceeding  from  one  part  of  tbe  island 
to  another.  In  crossing  the  deserts  of  the  interior, 
he  may  travel  two  hundred  miles  without  perceiving 
the  smallest. symptom  of  animated  being  of  any  de- 
scription whatever ;  and,  even  in  traversing  the  in- 
habited parts,  he  still  finds  himself  more  siurounded 
by  nature  than  by  human  society,  owing  to  the  dis- 
tance from  one  farm-house  to  another. 

It  was  not  the  intention  of  the  author  to  have  en- 
tered at  all  on  the  subject  of  the  history  and  litera- 
ture of  Iceland,  especially  as  they  have  been  treated 
with  such  consummate  ability  by  Dr  Holland,  in 
those  parts  of  Sir  George  Mackenzie's  Travels  which 
are  furnished  by^his  pen ;  but  it  afterwards  occurred 
to  him,  that  many  of  those  who  perused  this  volume 
might  not  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  that  work ; 
and,  in  order  to  remove  the  defect  which  must 
thus  have  attached  to  it,  he  has  drawn  up  a  brief 
sketch  of  the  island  and  its  inhabitants,  and  given 
it  the  form  of  an  Introduction.  Such  as  may  wish 
to  obtain  fuller  information  on  these  subjects,  he  most 
cordially  refers  to  Dr  Holland's  Preliminary  Disser- 
tation. 

The  inquiry  into  Icelandic  Poetry,  was  .occasioned 
by  a  close  study  of  that  species  of  composition,  with  a 
view  to  ascertain  the  meaning  of  the  Edda,  in  which 
is  contained  the  ancient  mythology  of  the  Scandina- . 
vian  nations.  In  this  study  the  author  was  greatly 
assisted  by  a  Danish  work,  entitled,  *^  Nordens 
iBldste  Poesie,"  by  Jon  Olafson,  a  learned  Icelandic 
antiquary  and  philol(^st. 

The  Map  is  constructed  from  the  most  recent  maps 
which  we  have  of  Iceland,  with  a  number  of  correc- 
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tions,  made  from  the  author's  personal  observation^ 
assisted  by  an  accurate  sketch,  which  was  kindly  fiir- 
nished  him  by  one  of  the  Danish  officers  employed 
in  surveying  the  coasts. 

For  any  inaccuracies,  in  point  of  language,  the  au* 
thor  claims  the  indulgence  of  his  readers ;  which  he 
feels  assured  they  will  not  deny  him,  when  he  informs 
them,  that)  during  an  absence,  of  thirteen  years  from 
his  native  country,  his  attention  has  been  more  direct- 
ed to  the  study  of  other  languages,  than  to  the  culti- 
vation of  his  own. 

Edinburoh, 
April  21, 18ia 
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INTRODUCTION. 


The  island  of  loebmd  is  ^tualed  in  the  Atlantic  Ooeao^  on 
the  coiriines  of  the  polar  circle,  between  ed""  M  and  GG"  SW 
of  north  latitude,  and  between  IS''  15'  and  ^^  W  in  longi^ 
tude  west  of  Greeawich, 

The  opinion,  that  this  island  owes  its  formation  to  the 
operations  of  submarine  volcanoes,  is  not  only  confirmed  by 
analogical  reasonings  deduced  firom  the  appearances  present* 
ed  by  other  islands,  which  are  confessedly  oi  volcanic  origin, 
but  gains  ground  in  proportion  to  the  progress  of  a  closer 
and  more  accurate  investigation  of  the  geological  {^enomena 
which  every  part  of  it  exhibits  to  the  view  of  the  naturalist 
In  no  quarter  of  the  globe  do  we  find  crowded  within  the 
same  extent  of  surface  sudi  a  number  of  ignivomous  moun- 
tains^ so  many  boiling  springs,  or  such  immense  tracts  of 
lava,  as  here  arrest  the  attention  of  the  traveller.  The  ge- 
neral aspect  of  the  country  is  the  most  rugged  and  dreaij 
imaginable.  On  every  side  appear  marks  of  confusion  and 
devastation,  or  the  tremendous  sources  of  these  evils  in  the 
yawning  craters  of  huge  and  menadng  volcanoes.  Nor  is 
the  mind  of  a  spectator  relieved  bom  the  disagreeaUe  emo« 
tkms  arising  fircmi  reflection  on  the  subterraneous  fires  whidi 
are  raging  beneath  him,  by  a  temporary  survey  of  the  huge 
mountains  of  porp^ual  ice  by  which  he  is  surrounded.  These 
very  msiiim,  whkh  naturally  eicclude  the  most  distant  idea 
of  heat,  contain  in  their  bosom  the  fuel  of  conflagration,  and 
are  j&equeatly  seen  to  emit  smoke  and  flames,  and  pour  down 
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upon  the  plains  immense  floods  of  bc»Iing  mud  and  water,  or 
red-hot  torrents  of  devpiuing  lava. 

The  prindpal  vc^noes  are:  the  Ors^a,  Skaptfir,  Eothi- 
ma,  Solheima,  Myrdal,  Torfa,  Eyafialla,  Amarfell,  Eirik, 
'Bald,  BUifell,  Geitland,  Snaefell,  DrSnga,  and  GUima  Yokula 
or  ice  mountains ;  Erabla,  Hraihtinnufiidl,  Leirhnukr,  Biar-, 
narflag,  Hitahol,  Hrossaborg,  Herdabreid^  SniSfiall,  TroUa- 
dyn^ar,  Kerlmgafiall,  Hdkla,  Skialldbreid,  Skardsheidi, 
Hen^fiall,  and  the  range  of  mountains  which  stretch  from 
thence  to  Cape  Bejkianess,  near  whidi  «n  old  submarine  vol- 
cano was  in  action  not  many  years  ago.  There  exists,  be* 
sides,  an  immense  number  of  smaller  cones  and  craters,  from 
whid)  streams  of  melted  substances  have  been  poured  finrtb 
over  the  surrounding  regions.  Of  these  vcdcanoes,  Kr&bla, 
Leirhnukr,  Biamarflag,  Hitahol,  Hekla,  and  the  Ejitlugift,. 
Solheima,  Orsefa,  and  Skaptar  Yokuls  have  keen  active  in 
the  course  of  last  century.  The  first  four  are  situate  in  the 
northern  division  of  die  island,  near  the  lake  Myvatn,  and 
are  sappoBed  to  have  some  subterraneous  communication  with 
eadi  other.  The  rest*  lie  in  nearly  a  direct  Ene  along  the 
southern  coast 

Tracts  of  lava  traverse  the  island  in  almost  every  direc* 
tibn.  The  most  extensive  fields  are  those  in  the  voloanic  re- 
gions around  Myvatn.  The  northern  and  eaatem  shores  oT 
that  Jake  are  oompletdy  covered  with  lava ;  it  abounds  with 
islands  Gooflisting  of  the  same  sobstance;  and  a  dreadful  tor- 
vent  has  been  poured  down  the  river  wbidi  it  siqiplies,  inta 
Reykiadal,  Adaldal,  and  the  plain  on  the  eastern  margin  of 
tlie  Skialfandafliot.  Another  stream  appears  to  have  flowed 
down  Bfirdardai,  along  the  western  margin  of  the  same  river,, 
from  some  volcana  in  the  intarbr.  A  considerable  streidi 
of  melted  substances  is  also  met  with  to  the  north-east  of  Hu- 
iavik;  and  on  the  east  side  ci  the  large  Ycdcul  river,  which 
Alls  into  the  Axarfiord,  another  meked  tract  run»  dirough 
4he  parish  of  PresthoL  To  theeasti^EraUa,  and  thesul. 
I^ur  mines  of  B^kiablid,  a  large  etxtam  of  lava  stretcher 
into  the  interior,  where  the  Fiemri  or  more  distant  sulphur 
mines  jre  situated^  the  vioaity  of  whick  ii]a»  eoosists 
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and  from  the  mountain  around  which  these  voineA  lie,  as  far 
«B  the  eye  can  reach,  nothing  is  seen  but  one  interminahb 
region  of  desolation.  The  dismal  gloom  of  this  tract  is  bare- 
ly relieved  by  the  oolumns  of  smoke  that  are  constantly  as- 
oending  into  the  atttiosphere,  through  apertures  and  fissur^ 
in  various  parts  of  the  sur&ce.  ^ 

Hero  the  Od£da  Hraun  or  <<  Horrible  Lava*"  beg^xA,  and 
extends  to  a  great  distaiace  towahl^  the  south  and  west  It 
is  described  as  the  wildest  andmosthideous  tract  on  the  whole 
island;  Its  surfiMse  is  extremely  rugged---<xmffisting  of  broken 
and  pointed  rodcs,  between  which  are  fissures  and  chasms  of 
a  tremendous  size,  that  throw  insuperable  barriers  in  th^ 
vray  of  any  traveller  who  inight  widi  to  penetrate  beyond 
Ifaan. 

From  the  north-west  pmnt  of  the  Hof  or  Amarfell  Vokul^ 
a  huge  stream  proceeds  in  a  westerly  direction,  the  surface 
of  whidi  is  very  sla^y  and  uneven ;  and  a  few  miles  farther 
Boitfh  lies  the  Kitfl-Hraun,  an  extensive  stream  of  very  c»- 
vembys  lava,  which  has  flowed  from  Bald  Ydkul,  and  extends 
to  the  northern  margin  at  the  Hvitarvatn.  Crossing  the  Yd- 
kul, we  fall  in  with  the  tract  in  which  the  remarkable  cave 
of  Surtabdlir  is  situated,  and  further  west  lip  torrents  ^  lava 
in  Norduraidal,  or  West  Skardsheidi,  and  in  the  divisioq^ 
called  front  this  very  circumstance^  Hraunhrepp,  or  the  Pia- 
trict  of  Lava.  The  whole  tract  from  thence  to  the  Snaefell 
Yekul  is  almost  entirely  covered  with  the  same  substance, 
of  which  the  more  remarkable  streams  are  the  Borgarhraun^ 
Bamaborgahraun,  Budahraim,  BerserkiahrauD,  and  those  in 
ihe  vidmty  of  Kolbanstad,  and  B&udmelr^ 

In  the  south  of  Ipeland  lie  the  exten^ve  tracts  of  melted 
fook  about  Thingvalla,  where  scarcely  any  thing  ajq)ears  but 
4Moe  scene  a[  luuversal  desolation^  and  rents  of  upwards  of  a 
hundred  feet  in  width  are  seen  to  stretch  to  the  length  of  so- 
iretalmiks.  The  divisions  of  Grimsness,dlAxs,  and  MossfeU, 
fxlnfait  greateror  less  quantities  of  lava  throughout  the  whole 
f^ their  sur&oe;  and  betweai  Reykiavik  and  Cape  Jleykia- 
ness  are  not  fewer  than  six  different  streams,  some  of  which 
appear  to  hsve  been  ofiener  than  once  in  a  state  of  fuiiaa* 
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In  many  parte  of  these  lavas,  the  heat  is  still  so  great,  that 
in  winter,  when  the  vapour  is  prevented  by  the  snow  from 
making  its  escape  from  the  general  surfistce  of  the  ground,  it 
js^  impossible  to  enter  any  of  the  caverns,  on  fi(^oount  of  the 
sulphurecus  smell  which  they  emit  The  Faxe  Fiord  aboands 
with  lava ;  and  the  fishermen  frequently  find  beds  of  it  alter- 
nating with  sand-banks,  at  the  depth  of  forty  fathoms.  The 
EUd-eyar  consist  entirely  of  submarine  lava ;  and  from 
these  islands  a  number  of  dangerous  rocks  stretch  in  a  south- 
west direction  to  the  ctistance  of  nearly  seventy  miles,  which 
have  been  thrown  up  from  time  to  time  fixHn  the  bottom  of 
the  sea. 

The  lavas  about  Mount  Hekla  are  lirell  kno'wn ;  and  the 
whole  plain  between  that  volcano  and  the  sea  is  filled  with 
the  same  substance,  till  within  a  few  feet  of  the  sur&ce  of  the 
ground.  The  Vestmanna  islands  are  also  g£  volcanic  ori^. 
Behind  the  Eyafialla  Yokul  a  stream  of  lava  juts  forward 
between  the  Markarfliot  and  a  fertile  tract  called  Thorsmark  ; 
another  large  torrent  has  inundated  the  extensive  plain  he* 
tween  Mjrrdal  and  Thyckvabft  Abbey ;  in  the  divisions  of 
Sida  and  Fliotshverfi  we  meet  with  the  recent  Skaptftr  and 
Hverfisfliot  lavas,  which  cover  vast  beds  of  very  ancient  la- 
va; and  a  little  farther  east,  is  the  Brunahraun,  apparently 
the  oldest  of  any  in  Iceland. 

Besides  the  common  lavas,  Iceland  abounds  in  other  mi- 
nend  masses,  which  sufficiently  indicate  thdr  igneous  origin. 
Of  these,  the  more  plentiful  are  tufih  and  submarine  lavs. 
Whole  mountains  of  the  former  are  found  in  every  part  of 
the  island.  The  obsidian,  or  Icelandic  agate,  which  is  no- 
thing but  bifitck  vitreous  lava,  abounds  in  many  districts^ 
especially  near  My  vatn,  where  there  is  a  mountain  which 
takes  its  name  fixim  it  Of  the  sulphur  mountains,  a  parti- 
cular description  is  given  in  the  journal. 

Another  proof  of  the  universality  of  volcanic  agency,  and 
of  the  continued  existence  of  subterraneous  fires  in  Iceland^ 
is  the  multiplicity  of  hot  springs  iri  which  it  abounds.  Not 
that  I  suppose  any  direct  or  immediate  communication  to  be 
kept  up  between  these  springs  and  some  central  source  of 
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lieat ;  but  that  9ome  exten^ve  conflagration  is  going  finrwaid 
below  the  surface  of  the  earth  is  evident:  and  it  seems  morr 
natund  to  conclude  that  it  has  originated  in  volcanic  erup- 
tiops  than  in  the  seporate  ignition  of  fossil  bodies,  especially 
as  the  hot  springs  are  always  found  in  connection  with  lava 
or  other  volcanic  matter.  Many  of  these  q>ring8  throw  up 
large  colunms  c^  boiling  water,  accompanied^  by  immense 
volumes  of  steam^  to  an  almost  incredible  height  into  the 
atmosphere,  and  present  to  the  eye  of  the  traveller  sopie  of 
the  grandest  scenes  to  be  met  with  on  the  face  of  the  globp. 
The  principal  are  the  Greysers,  near  Haukadal;  AeBeykium 
springs  in  the  district  of  Olftis,  and  the  sulphur  qnrings  of 
Krisuvik  in  the  s^di ;  those  of  Beyldadal  in  the  west ;  Hve^ 
ravdlir  in  th^  iirterior ;  and  those  of  Reykiahverf  and  Erabia  > 
in  the  north. 

Celel»at^  as  this  island  has  been  for  its  vokanoes  and 
hot  ^rings,  it  is  sourcely  lesa  remarkable  on  account  of  the 
enormous  ipe-piountains  which  occupy  a  vast  pcnrtion  <^  its 
surfiice.  To  these  nlountains  the  natives  give  the  name  of 
Yokuls,  which  fflgnify  large  masses  of  ice.  They  have  g&r 
nerally  terreous  and  rocky  mountains  for  th^  basis ;  and, 
in  many  places,  exhibit  magnificent  glaciersp  which  com- 
mence at  a  great  height,  and  rup  down  with  a  very  ra|>id 
descent  ii»to  the  plains.  Th^  mpst  extenMve  <^  all  the  Ice- 
landic Yokuls  is  th^  palled  ^ofa  Yokul,  in  the  eastern 
quarter  of  the  island.  It  lies  behind  the  Yokuls  and  other 
mountains  which  line  the  south-east  coast,  and  forms,  with 
littl^  or  no  interruption,  a  vast  chain  of  ice  and  snow  moun- 
tains,  which  are  supposed  to  fill  a  space  of  liot  less  than 
three  thousand  square  miles.  The  rest  of  the  ico-mountains 
in  that  diviaon,  all  of  which  appear  to  be  connected  with 
the  Kk)&  Yokul,  are  distinguished  by  the  names  of  Hof, 
I^,  Hcrfs&U,  SvinafeU,  Myrar,  Heinaberg,  Kalfafell, 
Breidamark,  Ondi^^  Skader&,  Skaptar,  KotlMgid,  Myrdal, 
and  Solheima  Yokuls.  Of  these,  the  four  last,  and  ^e 
Orsefa,  are  volcanic  Yokuls.  Though  covered  with  coats 
of  ice  of  mmiense  thickness,  when  th^  internal  parts  of  the 
mountains  become  ignited,  the  mass  of  ice  or  indurated  snow 
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18  cracked  and  rent  by  the  exjdodon  which  ensues ;  a  great 
quantity  of  it  is  melted  by  the  flames,  or  the  exundations  of 
hot  water ;  and  whole  fidds  of  ice  are  sometimes  deported 
on  the  nei^bouring  plains.  Some  of  these  Ydkuls  are  re- 
nuff kable  for  their  vacillation ;  not  remaining  in  a  settled 
position,  but  moving  forwards  and  receding  again  at  certain 
faldefihite  periods.  In  the  southern  division  of  the  island  lie 
the  Eyafialla,  Torfa,  and  Tindafialla  Ycdculs ;  to  the  west 
of  the  Hvitfirvatn  stretches  the  chain  known  by  the  names 
of  Bald,  Bl£feU,  Geitland,  and  Eirik  Yokuls;  Snaefell, 
61&ma  and  DdLnga,  rise  into  view  in  the  west ;  and  in  the 
nord)  lies  the  Hof  or  Amarfell  Yokul,  the  only  considerable 
mountain  of  this  description  in  that  quarter  of  the  island. 

Numerous  ridges  of  rugged  and  irregular  mountains 
stretch  across  the  interior,  and,  from  these,  other  inferior 
mountains  branch  out  towards  the  coasts,  and,  in  many  in- 
stances, terminate  in  high  ai^d  steep  promontories.  Between 
these  ridges,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  coasts,  are  rich  and  beau«> 
tiful  vallies,  in  which  the  inhabitants  have  erected  their 
dwellings :  and  many  of  the  low  mountains  are  covered  with 
coarse  grass,  which  affi>rds  summer  pasturage  to  the  cattle. 
The  most  extensive  tract  of  low  country  is  that  between  the 
districts  of  Myrdal  and  Oraefa,  where  the  traveller  pursues 
his  journey,  fdr  the  period  of  four  days,  without  seeing  any 
thing  like  a  mountain  in  the  immediate  vidnity.  The  whole 
of  the  intmor,  as  far  as  it  has  been  explored,  consists  of  a 
vast  inhospitable  desert,  transversed  in  various  directions  by 
barren  mountains,  between  whidi  are  imm^ise  tracts  of  lava 
and  volcanic  sand,  with  here  and  there  a  small  spot,  scantily 
covered  with  vegetation. 

It  is  evidept,  from  ancient  Icelandic  documents,  that  on 
the  arrival  of  the  Norwegians,  and  for  several  centuries 
afterwards,  pretty  extensive  forests  grew  in  different  parts 
of  the  bland,  and  furnished  the  inhabitants  with  wood  both 
for  domestic  and  nautical  purposes.  Owing,  however,  to 
their  improvident  treatment  of  them,  and  the  increased  se- 
verity of  the  climate,  they  have  almost  entirely  disappeared; 
and  what  remains,  scarcely  deserves  any  other  name  than 
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that  of  underwood,  oonsistiiig  for  the  most  part  of  Urch, 
willoW)  and  mountain-ash ;  but  this  want  of  indigenous  wood 
is  in  some  measure  supplied  by  the  quantities  <^  floating 
timber  which  are  drifted  upon  die  coasts  from  the  American 
continent 

That  grain  was  produced  in  former  times  in  Iceland,  ap- 
pears  both  from  the  names  of  many  places,  sudi  as  Akkrar^ 
Akkraness,  Akkrahverar,  &c.— the  word  Akr  signifying  a 
corn-field,  and  from  certain  laws  in  the  ancient  code,  in 
which  express  mention  is  made  of  such  fields,  and  a  number 
of  regulations  are  prescribed  relative  to  their  divinon  and 
cuIuvaticHL  How  this  important  branch  of  rural  economy 
was  laid  amde,  it  is  impossible  to  determine  with  any  degree 
cf  certain)^ ;  but  it  is  generally  supposed  that  it  was  occa* 
soned  by  the  q)idemic  disease,  called  the  BIack-Death« 
which  raged  here  in  the  fifteenth  century,  and  carried  off 
nearly  two-thirds  <^  the  inhabitants.  Many  are  of  opinion 
that  grain  might  still  be  raised  in  Iceland ;  but  the  natives 
are  more  partial  to  the  cultivation  of  grass,  as  they  consider 
the  breeding  of  sheep  to  be  much  more -advantageous. 

The  island  contains  several  large  lakes,  and  numerous 
rivers  of  great  magnitude,  many  of  which  suppty  the  inha- 
Utants  with  abundance  of  firesh-water  fish.  To  enlarge  upon 
these  is  unnecessary  at  this  place,  as  th^  are  described 
^hen  they  occur  in  the  narrative. 

TI^  most  ancient  account  of  the  discovery  and  colonizaf^ 
tion  c^  Iceland  to  be  relied  upon  as  autfa^itic,  is  that  con- 
tained'in  the  Landnamabok,  cnrthe  Book  of  Occupation ;  a 
work  which  enters  with  the  greatest  minuteness  into  the  cir- 
cumstances and  transactions  of  the  original  settlers.  It  was 
b^un  1^  An  Frode,  and  contixmed  by  Eolskegg,  ^d  other 
leam^  inen  after  1^  death.* 

*  I^ands  IjuAAaiahoki  Hoc  eet:  liber  Oi^pnvm  IdanduB^  Hsvnic, 
1774,  4to.  It  is  pubKihed  in  lodandic  and  Latin.  In  die  preface  to  this 
▼dume  it  is  a«erted,  that  previous  to  Uie  arrival  of  the  Norwegians,  the  island 
▼as  inhabited  by  Christians,  who  are  supposed  to  have  come  from  some  part  of 
the  BritUi  Sake.  The7  are  stated  to  hacfe  left  bdund  them  Irish  books,  beUs, 
and  ocosien ;  but  no  traoee  haiviDg  been  fimnd  of  dnizcbes  or  dw(^niDjS-h0iises, 
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In  this  yolume  we  are  informed,  that  Naddodd,  a  famous 
Norwegian  pirate,  who  had  been  oUiged  to  settle  on  di« 
Faroe  Islands,  as  the  only  place  wheare  he  could  be  safe  from 
the  attacks  of  those  whom  he  had  plundered,  on  his  return 
from  an  expedition  against  Norway,  about  the  year  860,  was 
driven  by  a  tempest  on  the  coast  of  Iceland  Enteringoneof 
the  eastern  friths,  he  ascended  a  high  mountain,  frmn  whieh 
he  commanded  an  extensive  prospect  of  the  island,  but  dis- 
covered no  vestige  whatever  a£  its  bdng  inhabited.  The  fol- 
lowing autumn  he  again  put  to  sea;  and  observing  the 
mountains  to  be  covered  with  an  immense  quantity  of  snow, 
he  gave  to  the  island  the  name  ol  Sfuekmd,  <x  the  Land  of 
Snow.  It  was  agun  discovered  in  the  year'  864,  by  Grardar 
Svaiarson,  a  native  of  Sweden,  who,  on  proceeding  through 
the  Fentlaivl  Frith,  on  a  voyage  to  the  Western  Islands 
of  Scotland,  in  order  to  take  possession  <^  some  property 
which  had  there  been  left  him  by  his  father-inJaw,  was  in 
like  manner  driven  by  a  storm  to  the  westwaid,  till  he  reach- 
ed the  eastern  coast  of  Iceland,  and  circiunnavigating  it, 
discovered  it  to  be  an  island;  and,  on  that. account,  called 
it  Gardarsholmj  or  the  Island  of  Oardar.  Having  entered 
the  bay,  afterwards  named  Skialfandafiord,  he  landed  on  its 
eastern  stunre,  where  he  erected  a  hdntation,  and  sp^t  the 
winter,  but  returned  the  fcXkming  spring  to  Norway. 

The  &vourable  account  which  he  gave  of  the  countty, 
excited  the  spirit  of  adv(»iture  among  die  Norwegians ;  and 
Floki,  another  celebrated  pirate,  resolved  to  proceed  thither, 
in  order  to  take  possessiiHi  of  the  newly-discovered  island. 
The  compass  being  not  then  in  use^  Floki  had  recourse  to 
superstition,  and  performing  a  great  sacrifice,  he  devoted  ta 
the  gods  three  ravens,  which,  having  been  thus  consecrated^ 
he  took  out  with  him  to  guide  him  on  h>  voyi^.  Having 
touched  at  the  Shetland  and  Faroe  Isles,  he  proceeded  to- 
i^ards  Iceland.  The  first  raven  which  he  let  loose  returned 
to  Faroe ;  the  second,  after  having  ascended  to  some  height 

it  is  most  probable  Uiey  bad  only  been  occasional  visitort,  who  repaired  thither 
during  the  summer  months  for  the  purpose  of  fishing,  and  returned  home  agm 
before  winter. 
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in  the  ur,  vetttrned  agnn  to  the  ship;  but  the  third  di- 
rected its  ffight  towards  Iceland,  vrheace  Floki  shortly  after- 
waids  kaded.  Not  bdog  pleased  wbh  the  appearance  of 
tbe  coasts  idiout'dic  East  FtBrdand,  where  he  first  touched, 
he  sailed  roand  the  southern  and  westam  Aores,  till  he  can^ 
to  Vatusfiord  in  the  division  of  Bardastrand^  where  he  took 
powesMonrf  a  certain  extent  of  country;  but,  haviog  devoted 
too  miidi  of  his  time  to  fishii^,  be  neglected  the  hay-harvest: 
the  consequence  of  which  was,  that  all  the  cattle  he  had  taken 
with  him,  died  in  the  course  of  the  winter.  Full  of  chagrin 
at  this  loss,  and  the  cddness  of  the. ensuing  ^ring,  and 
happening  to  discover,  fromthesummitpf  oneof  themoun. 
tains,  that  one  of  the  bays  was  completely  filled  with  ice,  he 
detenmned  to  jrepair  to  a  warmer  r^;ion,  and  gave  to  Ihe 
island  the  name  by  which  it  has  ever  mce  been  known. 
Having  spoit  the^fdlowing  winter  near  Hafnarfiord,  Floki 
returned  next  summer  to  Norway,  iully  reserved  to  abandcm, 
for  ever,  the  idea  of  settling  '}n  Iceland, 

That  the  name  he  gave  to  the  iskmd,  and  the  report  which 
he  spread  of  it,  <hi  his  return,  were  more  the  effect  of  preju« 
dice  and  cbsa^pointment,  than  derived  from  any  other  caupe, 
is  evident  frtHn  the  very  Afferent  account  given  by  Heriolf 
and  Thordf,  his  two  ccoipanicms  on  the  expedition.  The 
former  depicted  it  as  a  most  delightful  country ;  and  the 
latter  cbd  not  conceive  how  he  could  better  convey  an  ade- 
quate idea  of  its  richness  and  fertility,  than  by  asserting, 
that  <<  butt^  dropped  from  every  plant^  it  [»oduced. 

In  the  year  870,  Iceland  was  again  visited  by  two  Nor- 
wegians, of  the  name  of  Hiorleif  and  Ingolf,  who  were  so 
hi^ly  satisfied  with  its  iqf^iearanc^  that,  after  wintering 
there,  th^  returned  to  Norway,  in  order  to  mak^  every 
possihfe  preparation  for  a  permanent  establishment  on  the 
kland.  This  they  effected,  A.  D.  874i,,  and  from  this  year 
the  Icdanders  date  the  occupation  of  the  country,  Qloseij 
as  these  two  sdtdars  were  allied  to  each  other  in  every  other 
respect,  they  differed  widely  on  the  subject  of  religion.  Of 
Hiorleif  it  is  record^,  that  he  never  offered  sacrifice ;  where- 
as Ingolf  appears  to  have  been  addicted  to  all  the  idolatrous 
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and  superstitious  customs  of  tbe  age ;  and  not  only  consuls 
ed  an  oracle,  respecting  his  future  destiny,  previous  to  hia 
departure  from  Norway,  hit  on  bis  arrival  off  the  coast  of 
Iceland,  he  threw  the  principal  wooden  pillars  c^  his  house, 
which  he  had  taken  with  him,  into  the  sea,  and  made  a  vow, 
that  he  would  choose,  as  the  site  of  his  future  habitation, 
the  spot  where  they  should  be  cast  on  shore.  As  mentioned 
in  the  banning  of  the  journal,  he  afterwards  found  these 
driven  up  near  Uie  portion  of  ground  opcufned  by  Reykiavik, 
fhe  present  capital  of  the  island. 

Nothing  contributed  more  essentially  to  promote  the 
cobnization  of  Iceland,  than  the  tyranny  at  that  time  exer- 
cised by  Harald  Harfagra  over  the  inhabitants  of  Norway, 
This  prince,  not  contented  with  the  hereditary  crown  left 
-him  by  \m  father,  extended  his  ambitious  views  to  all  the 
petty  kingdoms  in  that  part  of  Scandmavia;  and  in  the 
course  erf*  a  short  time  completdy  subdued  them,  and  there- 
by put  an  end  to  that  system  of  liberty  and  independence 
which  they  had  hitherto  enjoyed.  Such  of  the  kings  as 
submitted  to  him,  he  suffered  to  retain  th^  kingdoms  under 
the  name  c£  earldoms,  on  conditbn  that  he  should  receive 
two4hird8  of  the  royal  tribute  that  was  raised  by  their  sub- 
jects. But  the  greater  number  of  these  petty  princes  jHre- 
ferred  a  life  of  exile  on  forrign  shores,  to  the  cruel  oppret. 
»on  under  which  they  groaned  in  their  native  country. 
Accompanied  by  their  families,  and  a  numerous  train  of 
dependents,  they  emigrated  towards  the  west,  and  formed  nu? 
merous  colonies  on  the  Hebrides,  the  Orkney,  Shetland,  and 
Faipe  Islands.  To  np  quarter,  however,  did  they  flock  in 
greater  numbers  than  to  Iceland ;  being  attracted  to  that 
ishmd,  on  the  one  hand,  by  the  promising  accounts  that  were 
^nrculated  respecting  its  £»tility ,  and  stimulated,  on  the  other« 
by  the  hopes  of  being  jAaced  in  perfect  security  from  the 
lUtacks  of thar  oppresscnr.  In  UtUe  ^ore  than  haUTa  century, 
all  the  coasts  around  the  island  were  occupied  by  settiers ; 
and,  in  atdec  to  put  a  stop  to  the  em^ration,  King  Harald 
was  under  the  necesrity  of  impoang  a  heavy  fine  upon  all 
yrho  left  Norway  for  Iceland. 
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On  tbeir  arrival,  the  new  settlers  {»oceeded  to  take  po». 
session  of  such  parts  of  the  islat^d  as  lay  m  the  unmediate 
vicimty  of  the  place  where  they  landed.     At  first,  they  ap* 
pear  to  have  marked  off  larger  districts  than  they  could 
properly  manage ;  but,  finding  this  extent  of  territory  dis- 
advantageous, they  conformed  to  a  regulation  made  in  the 
mother^oountry— that  no  individual  should  be  permitted  to 
appropriate  to  his  use  more  land  than  he  could  measure  off 
in  one  day,  by  proceedbg  round  it  with  fire,  and  kindling 
the  grass,  or  heaps  of  busies  raised  at  the  difierent  bounda- 
ries.     The  chiefs  having  been  accompanied  by  a  number  of 
free  men  who  had  not  been  able  to  fit  out  an  expedition  by 
themsdves,  had  naturally  the  privily  of  allotting  certain 
parts  of  the  country  for  occupation  to  these  individuals^ 
where  they  erected  their  habitations,  and  enjoyed  that  liber^ 
which  had  entirely  de9erted  their  native  land.    Such  as  had 
vbeadj  arrived  threw  no  obstacles  in  the  way  of  those  who 
followed,  but  treated  them  with  the  hospitality  due  to  fellow- 
citizens,  and  asflsted  them  with  ^dr  advice  in  r^ard  to 
their  settlement  on  the  island, 

F<Mr  sonie  time  after  the  arrival  of  the  NoHregians,  the 
patriarchal  fbnn  of  ^vemment  seemA  to  have  obtained  among 
them.  However,  they  soon  found  it  necessary  to  estaUish  cer* 
tmn  common  regulations  for  thar  mutual  protection  and  be- 
nefit; and,  in  dmng  this^  they  imitated  as  closely  as  possible, 
the  mode  of  administration  which  had  prevailed  in  Norway. 
The  peofde  c£  that  country  had  be^  accustomed,  from  time 
immonorial,  to  frequent  public  assemblies,  at  which  the 
king  preaded,  and  to  give  their  vote  in  the  matters  which 
came  before  them.  To  entitle  them  to  vote  on  these  occa^ 
sons,  it  was  not  necessary  to  possess  extenrive  landed  pro- 
pCTty,  but  amply  to  have  some  land,  how  small  soever  the 
quantity.  Phyacai  or  mental  strength  naturally  procure 
far  those  who  are  possessed  of  them  an  ascendancy  over  theit 
less>gifted  brethren;  and  we  feel  powerfully  indined  to 
entrust  the  management  or  protection  of  our  concerns  to 
sodi  as  are  likely  to  afford  us  these  advantages.  The  new 
settlers  in  Iceland,  dividing  tj^emselves  into  smaller  com* 
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mumdes,  propoiiioned  to  the  ^e  of  the  different  ra^^ns  of 
the  island  which  they  inhabited,  elected  one  of  their  number 
to  be  arbiter  of  their  disputes,  and  the  prime  minister  q{  reu 
li^on,  on  which  account  he  obtained  the  name  of  Godi, 
He  waa  generally  a  man  of  superior  abilities  and  extenave 
influence  in  the  district  over  which  he  presided.  Thdr 
Thififfy  or  public  assembly,  was  held  at  stated  periods,  and 
thw  legal  procedures  were  always  solemnized  by  the  ob« 
servance  of  certain  religious  ceremonies.  -  Dipping  a  ring  in 
the  blood  of  a  sacrificed  victim,  not  only  such  as  were  to 
appear  as  witnesses,  but  the  judge  hims^  took  it,  and  re- 
peated the  customary  oath ;  ^^  So  help  me,  Freya,  and  Thor^ 
and  the  Omnipotent  God  P 

.  About  the  year  028,  the  inhabitants  of  Iceland  formed 
themselves  into  a  r^ular  republic;  and  so  admirably  did 
they  distribute  the  different  powers  of  government,  that  their 
mutual  ri^ts  were  secured  without  aay  compromise  <^  per- 
sonal liberty.  They  divided  the  island  into  four  quarters, 
i^reeably  to  a  divimon  already  made  in  its  natural  constitu- 
tion, in  each  of  which  a  chief  magistrate  was  elected  by  the 
free  suffrage  6£  the  people,  whose  office  very  much  resembled 
that  of  the  Godi  before  described,  only  his  jurisdiction  was 
much  more  exten^ve.  Each  quarter  was  subdivided  into 
thre^  prefectures  or  sheriffdom$,  excepting  the  iKi^^m 
quarter,  which,  on  account  of  its  »ze,  was  divided  intQ  four^ 
These  were  governed  by  an  officer,  whose  department  it  wa& 
to  pay  due  attention  to  the  maintenance  of  order  within  his 
district;  to  call  an  assembly  for  the  trial  of  public  causes; 
to  preade  and  judge  on  these  occasions ;  and  to  see  that  the 
punishment  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  the  republic  were 
carried  into  execution.  He  was,  at  the  swne  time,  minister 
of  religion ;  and  upon  him  devolved  the  care  of  the  temple^ 
and  the  preservation  of  due  respect  to  the  rites  of  worsliip. 
The  sheriffdoms  were  ag$dn  divided  into  a  number  of  smaller 
districts,  called  HreppSy  conmsting  of  the  families  wliich  lived 
contiguous  to  each  o4ier,  and  generally  they  were  of  the  size 
of  the  present  Icelandic  parishes ;  and  over  each  of  these 
was  appointed  a  Hrepp^tioriy  or  biuliff,  who  had  the  irame* 
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diate  inspection  of  bis  own  baiHwick,  and  whose  office  prin- 
<npallj  oonssted  in  taking  care  of  the  poor,  and  espedally 
iii  providing  against  an  increase  of  pauperism.  He  had 
likewise  his  inferior  court,  at  which  he  was  assisted  by  four 
of  the  most  respectable  members  of  the  community ;  in  the 
Section  of  whom  particular  care  was  taken  that  they  should 
be  possessed  of  some  property,  in  order  to  prevent  them 
fi^Qm  being  exposed  to  bribery  or  corruption.  Such  matters 
as  could  not  be  settled  at  this  court  were  carried  before  that 
o(  the  sheriff,  where  the  Hreppstiorar  were  amenable  for 
any  breach  of  office.  In  extraordinary  cases,  there  lay  an 
a^eal  to  the  provincial  court,  or  an  assemUy  of  deputies 
frmn  the  different  sheriffdoms,  whidi  was  held  under  the 
preside»cy  of  the  chief  magistrate  erf*  that  quarter  of  the 
island.  This  court  was  not  hdd  at  stated  times  like  the 
others,  but  only  ocmvened  on  occasions  of  great  importance 
and  emeigency. 

Lastly,  the  Icelanders  established  a  final  court  of  appeal^ 
which  they  called  the  AUhinffy  or  General  Assembly  of  the 
natioii,  which  was  held  annually,  and  lasted  for  ^xteen  days. 
Here,  by  common  consent,  the  laws  of  the  republic  were  en- 
acted ;  and  to  this  assembly  the  whole  nation  looked  for  the 
final  and  equitable  adjustment  of  any  differences  which  might 
arise  among  them.  To  the  Supreme  Magistrate  who  pre- 
sided on  these  occasions,  they  gave  the  name  cf£  Lbgsogumadr, 
or  the  Publisher  of  the  Law.  He  was  elected  to  this  office 
by  the  fiee  chcHce  of  the  people,  and  generally  retained  it  for 
life.  Hisjudgment,  confirmed  by  the  people,  was  mall  cases 
ixmsidered  as  dedsive.  Though  he  possessed  little  or  no 
pow^  out  of  the  assembly,  he  was  always  respected  by  his 
oountrymen  as  the  soverdgn  judge  and  the  protector  of  their 
laws  and  liberties.  To  him  was  committed  the  custody  of 
the  written  laws,  and  the  copy  in  his  possesion  was  regarded 
i»  the  standard.  He  had  the  power  of  examining  and  re- 
versing the  sentences  passed  by  the  inferior  magistrates,  and 
even  of  punidiing  them  if  it  were  proved  that  they  had  acted 
inoooffistently  witii  the  spirit  or  digni^  of  th^  office.  The 
d^reeof  importance  attached  to  the  offiice  (£L6g96gumadrj  is 
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strikingly  illufltrated  by  the  circumstance,  that  the  Icelanders 
were  in  the  habit  of  computing  time  by  the  periods  during 
which  it  was  held  by  the  different  judges.  In  a  manuscript 
now  before  me,  I  find  the  names  of  thirty-seven  distinguished 
individuals  who  filled  this  office  between  the  years  9^7  and 
1263)  the  period  of  the  existence  of  the  free  Icelandic  re- 
public. ,  Snorro  Sturluscm,  the  celebrated  historian  of  the 
north,  was  twice  elected  diief  magistrate,  and  possessed  more 
power  than  any  judge,  either  b^ore  or  afler  his  time. 

For  their  excellent  code  of  laws,  the  Icelanders  ir^re  prin- 
dpally  indebted  to  Ulfliot,  one  of  th^  own  oountrym^s^ 
who,  animated  with  a  truly  patriotic  zeal,  undertook  a  jour- 
ney to  Norway,  in  his  sixtieth  year,  in  order  to  acquire  a  per- 
fect knowledge  of  the  sdenoe  and  practice  of  jurisprudence. 
Having  attained  his  object,  he  returned  to  Iceland  in  the 
year  9S7,  and  immediately  made  a  tour  of  the  island,  with 
the  view  of  persuading  its  inhabitants  to  ad<^t  and  sanction 
such  laws  as  might  be  found  appUcaUe  to  their  local  and  pe- 
culiar circumstances.     The  ccmsequence  was,  that  a  general 
meeting  was  held  the  following  year  at  Thingvidla,  in  the 
southern  quarter  of  the  island,  at  which  the  code  of  laws  po- 
posed  by  Ulfliot  was  received  by  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  nation.     The  farm  of  Thingvalla  having  been  confiscat- 
ed on  account  of  some  hdnous  offence  committed  by  its  pos- 
sessor, it  was  appropriated  to  the  public  use,  and  became  the 
permanent  seat  of  the  national  assembly.     The  laws  of  Ul- 
fliot may  be  considered  as  an  abstract  of  the  GtiUUhing  code, 
at  that  time  in  force  in  Norway.     In  the  year  1118,  an  im- 
proved system  <^  jurisprudence  was  introduced  by  BeigthcN*, 
at  that  time  principal  magistrate,  chiefly  modelled  according 
to  the  famous  Norw^;ian  code  GrAgAs ;  and  in  1280,  the 
collection  of  laws  called  Jonsboh  was  adopted,  and  this  code 
still  obtains  in  most  instances  in  Iceland. 

The  existence  and  constitution  of  the  Icelandic  republic 
exhibit  an  interesting  phenomencm  in  the  history  ci  man. 
We  here  behold  a  number  of  fi-ee  and  independent  settler^ 
many  of  whom  had  been  accustomed  to  rule  in  thdr  native 
country^  establidiing  a  government  on  principles  of  the  most 
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|MSrfect  liberty,  and,  with  the  most  consummate  skill,  enact- 
ing  laws  wluch  were  admirably  adapted  to  the  peculiar  dr- 
ciUBstaiioes  of  the  nation.  Unintimidated  by  any  foreign 
power,  guided  solely  by  thar  own  natural  genius,  and  unin- 
fluenced I^  any  othar  prindple  than  the  love  of  liberty,  ae* 
curky,  and  indqpaidence,  they  cconUned  their  interests  and 
tfaar  energicB  in  support  of  a  political  system,  at  once  caU . 
adalad  to  protect  the  rights  of  individud3,  and  inspire  the 
coBommiky  at  large  with  sentiments  of  exalted  patriotism. 

This  stale  q(  Ubarty  the  Icelanders  maintained  for  the 
space  of  nearly  four  hundred  years.  It  is  true,  their  tran- 
i|uillity  was  idtimately  diatuiljed  by  a  number  of  intestine 
&ttds  and  hbody  quaorels,  against  which  the  laws  made  no 
«fibclual  proTision ;  but  these  disturbances  would  never  have 
4M»umed  so  serious  an  aspect,  bad  they  not  been  kindled  and 
eaooang^  by  the  Kings  of  Norway,  who  always  r^arded 
Icedhpd  with  an  envious  eye,  and  employed  ail  the  arts  of 
intrigue  to  bring  its  inhabitants  into  subjection  to  their  scq>- 
Ire.  At  last  Hacon  succeeded  in  effecting  their  subjugation. 
In  the  year  1S61«  the  greater  number  of  the  inhabitants  be- 
came trSmtary  to  Norway ;  andthdr  example  was  followed, 
four  years  afterwards,  by  the  natives  of  the  eastern  shores, 
who  thus  joined  them  in  the  transfer  of  themselves  and  their 
island  to  a  foreign  prinoe.  In  this  very  Surrender,  however, 
we  obaarve  the  sfini  of  a  firee  people;  and,  in  fact,  the  Ice- 
laaders  may  be  said  to  have  all  alcnig  retained  their  liberty ; 
for  the  cbaages  that  were  introduced  in  consequaice  of  their 
junctioa  to  Norway,  and  even  thpse  which  liave  resulted  from 
their  connecticm  with  Demnark  since  the  year  1387,  have 
beett  exceedingly  immaterial ;  and  no  military  force  has  ev^ 
set  a  foot  oa  the  island  In  becoming  subject  to  Norway, 
ihey  eiqfHreasly  stipulaited  that  they  should  be  allowed  to  re- 
tain th^  ancient  laws  and  privil^es ;  that  they  should  be 
Mnuaaxpt  ttom  taxes ;  and  that  the  king  should  secure  to  them 
<he  anmial  importation  c^  the  most  necessary  articles  of  fi»*eign 
jpcoduce,  and  preserve  peace  on  the  island  by  an  earl  appcHUt- 
•d  for  that  purpose.    And,  if  these  conditions  were  not  ful- 
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filled,  they  Were  to  be  at  liberty  to  withdraw  their  allegiancf 
from  the  Norwe^an  crown.* 

Ajt  present,  Iceland  is  governed  by  i&  Si^iamptmim^  who 
is  appointed  by  his  Danish  Majesty,  and  is  bound  to  fill  this 
office  fijr  the  space  of  five  years.  He  is  generally  one  of  the 
younger  branches  of  a  noble  family,  has  a  salary  of  aboat 
L.  200  per  anmim^  and  is  entitled  to  preferment  on  his  re- 
turn to  Denmiurk»  He  is  likewise  qiedial  govemcH*  of  the 
iouthem  quaiter  of  the  island  in  which  he  resides ;  and  has 
two  Amimeny  or  deputy-govetndrs,  one  for  the  western,  and 
anotha:  for  the  northern  and  eastern  quartJsrs*  These  quarters 
are  divided  into  syssdsj  or  sherifTdoms,  the  boundaries  of 
which  are  much  the  same  as  those  fixed  in  the  ancient  conati>- 
tution ;  and  they  are  governed  by  a  Sgssdnum^  whose  office 
also  resembles  that  of  the  andent  sheriffs— oiJy  he  has  a  lease 
of  the  King^s  taxes,  and  accounts  to  the  royal  treasurer  for 
the  amount  The  syssels  are  again  divided  into  a  number 
of  HreppSj  each  of  which  is  placed  under  the  inspection  of  a 
HreppHtori  or  constable,  answenng  to  the  bmliff  of  former 
times. 

There  is,  besides,  another  public  officer  called  the  Lcmd^ 
Jbged^  or  steward,  who  is  treasurer  or  receiver-general  for  the 
island,  and  at  the  same  time  tax-gatherer  of  Gulllmnge  sys- 
sel,  and  police-master  of  Reykiavik. 

In  1800  the  venerable  AUMng  was  abrogated,  and  a  su- 
jnreme  court  substituted  in  its  room  at  Reykiavik,  consisting^ 
of  a  Chief-Justice,  two  Assessors,  and  a  Secretary.  This 
court  meets  once  a  month,  and  decides  on  criminal  and  other 
cases;  only  the  Icelanders  have  the  privilege  of  a{q>ealing 
from  its  dedsions  to  the  high  court  in  Denmark.  In  ancient 
times,  scarcely  any  other  than  pecimiary  punishments  ob- 
tained. Criminals  were  fined  in  a  certain  number  of  merks, 
each  of  which  amounted  to  rather  more  than  an  ounce  of  fine 
silver,  and  was  equal  to  forty-eight  ells  of  woollen  cloth ;  f 
but  as  this  mode  of  puniAment  was  found  ineffectual  to  the 
prevention  of  crime,  the  laws  became  gradually  more  sevens 

*  Finni  Johannei  Hist  Ecdes.  IsUncL  torn.  i.  p.  3S1. 
t  MaOd,  voL  i  p.  17«. 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


INTKODUCTION.  17 

and  at  last  capital  punishments  were  introduced.  Han^g 
was  the  mode  inflicted  for  miurder,  drowmng  for  child-mur- 
der, and  burning  for  witchcraft.  At  present,  fines,  imprison- 
ment, and  whipping,  are  the  only  punishments  inflicted  in 
Iceland.  Such  as  are  capitally  convicted,  it  is  necessary  to 
send  oTa-  to  Copenhagen  to  be  beheaded ;  it  being  a  curious 
fact,  diat,  for  some  time  past,  no  person  could  be  found  on 
the  island  who  would  execute  the  sentence  of  the  law. 

To  the  Icelanders  belongs  the  honour  of  being  the  first 
discorerers  of  America  and  Greenland.  The  latter  country 
had  been  seen  by  one  Gunnbeom,  who  had  been  driven  out 
to  sea  in  a  storm,  some  time  after  the  colonization  of  Iceland^ 
but  no  attempt  was  made  to  find  it  again  tUl  the  year  982, 
when  l^nk  the  Red  proceeded  thither  on  a  voyage  of  dis- 
corery.  After  spending  the  grea,ter  part  of  three  years,  ex- 
ploring the  coasts,  and  taking  possession  of  such  places  as  he 
deemed  most  suitable  for  occupation,  he  returned  to  Iceland, 
and  qpoke  so  highly  in  praise  of  the  newly  discovered  coun- 
try, to  which  he  had  given  the  name  of  Greenland,  in  order 
to  excite  a  favumrable  idea  of  it  in  the  minds  of  his  country- 
men, that  he  prevuled  on  a  great  number  of  than  to  ac- 
company him  the  following  summer.  Not  fewer  than  twenty- 
five  vessels  left  Iceland  under  his  convoy,  but  of  these  only 
fourteen  reached  the  place  of  their  destination ;  the  rest  were 
ritfaer  lost  or  driven  back  to  Iceland.  ^  As  the  distance  be- 
tween the  two  countries  was  little  more  than  two  hundred 
miles,  a  regular  intercourse  was  established  between  them; 
and  the  number  of  settlers  increased  so  rapidly,  that,  soon 
after  the  introduction  of  the  Christian  religion,  about  the 
year  1000,  a  number  of  churches  were  built  along  the  east 
coast,  and  a  bishop  was  appointed  to  superintend  the  eccle- 
siastical aflPairs  of  the  colony.  He  had  his  residence  at  Grard^ 
and  was  a  sufiragan  to  the  Aidibishop  of  Drontheim  in 
Norway.  A  monastery,  dedicated  to  St  Thomas,' was  also 
erected  at  another  fflnall  town,  called  Albe;  and,  for  the  space 
of  more  than  three  hundred  and  fifty  years,  a  {regular  inter- 

*  Eyriyyggiagaga,  mip,  ixtv.    LuidnSkmabolt,  Part  II.  cap.  xtT. 
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course  was  carried  cm  between  thai  country  and  Denmark, 
or  Norway.  In  the  year  1406,  tbe  last  biahop  was  sent  aw&r 
to  Greenland.  Since  then  the  ookmy  has  not  been  heard  of; 
and  its  loss  is  attributed  to  the  wars  which  Uxk  place  at  thai 
time  between  the  Danes  and  Swedes,  which  prevented  the 
trading-vessels  from  putting  to  sea,  and  to  the  accmnulation 
of  vast  dioals  of  ice  around  the  coasts,  by  which  they  have 
been  renda^  totally  inaccessible. 

Different  attempts  have  been  made  by  order  of  tbe  Danish 
government,  to  penetrate  to  the  colony,  but  they  have  all 
proved  unsuccessful ;  and  scnne  are  of  (qunion,  that  no  such 
colony  ever  existed  on  East  Greenland,  but  that  it  was  si^ 
tuat^  in  the  vicinity  of  the  jnesent  Danish  settlon^oits  on  the 
western  coast  Egede,  *  however,  isof  the  contrary  opinion, 
and  he  had  the  best  o^^portonities  ot  fonning  a  judgment  on 
the  subject  Of  late,  this  impenetrable  barner  o£  ice  appears 
to  have  been  broken,  and  vast  masses  have  been  carried  away 
to  the  southward.  The  consequepce  has  been,  that  the 
vessels  which  navigate  the  arctic  seas,  have  penetrated  much 
farther  than  usual,  and  have  seen  the  oceau  perfieetly  void 
of  ice,  between  the  74  and  80  degrees  of  north  latitude.  -|- 
It  would  certainly  prove  highly  interesting,  both  to  the 
friends  cf  humani^  and  of  hterature,  were  the  expeditiozi 
now  fitting  out  fixmi  this  country  fiur  those  seas,  to  discover 
this  ancient  colony ;  and  give  us  an  acoount  c£  the  state  of 
leligbn  and  sdaice  amoi^  them,  after  they  have  been  duit 
out  for  so  long  a  period  of  time  from  all  interoourse  with 
the  rest  of  the  world.  That  the  descendants  of  the  ancie&lt 
colonists  may  still  exist,  although  cut  off  from  any  sujqilies 
&om  Denmark,  is  rendered  fwobable,  by  the  circumstance 
thatinEgede^s  time,  the  barrier  of  ice,  as  far  as  he  explored 
it,  didoiot  connect  with  the  shore,  bnt  left  a  space  <tf  open 
water,  in  which  the  inhabitants  might  oaloh  a  sufficient  quan- 
tity of  fish  fcNT  their  support 

The  fact  that  America  also  was  Brst  discovered  by  die 


*  DeflGriptiim  of  Greenland,  London,  1745,  Stow 
t  Quarterly  Review  tot  October  1817,  p.  202. 
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leshaaden,  thouj^  kas  generally  known,  is  perfectly  well 
authendcalcd  fay  the  aorUierB  hialcHiaitt.  fiiami  Heriul£so% 
on  a  Toyi^  from  Ifiekmd  to  Greenland,  to  TOit  his  father, 
ia  the  year  1001,  was  driven  by  a  Tioleoit  east^ly  gale  ioto 
the  Atlantie;  and,  after  sailing  several  days,  he  discovered 
a  fine  woody  country,  in  general  flat,  and  only  ditv^sified  by 
SBiaU  heists,  which  rose  into  view  upon  the  coast  Not  be- 
ing able  to  persuade  his  men  to  land,  be  proceeded  with  a 
south-west  wind  for  Greailaad,  which  he  reached  after  a 
voyage  of  ax  days.  The  description  wlneh  he  gave  of  the 
country,  some  tiBoe  after,  excited  the  eunaaty  of  LeifEiiik. 
son,  whose  liither  had  first  tsken  possesion  of  Gie^ilancL 
This  adventuier  left  Norway  in  a  vessel  navigated  by  thirty 
five  men,  and  made  fivst  a  country  to  the  south-west  of 
Ccreenlai^  whidv  from  the  description  given  of  its  ice* 
moimtsttis,  appears  to  have  been  Labrador.  Leaving  this 
regjum,  they  pioceeded  southwards,  till  they 
to  the  flat  woody  country  discovered  by  Biami;  but 
as  they  wsdied  to  explore  the  coasts  to  a  greater  distance 
ikey  again  set  sail  wkh  a  ncnrth-east  wmd,  and  came  in  twa 
days  to  an  idand,  »parated  by  a  strait  flrom  the  continent. 
Having  peooeeded  up  this  str^t,  thqr  came  to  a  fine  fredt 
waler  hke^  oa  the  shoreof  whidi  they  built  a  habitation  fast 
their  winter  residdaDe.  The  lake  Abounded  with  the  finest 
sahnon,  said  ^  grass  retained  its  verdinre,  in  a  great  me**, 
sure,  the  whde  winter.  The  days  ^ere  more  of  an  equal 
lei^  than  in  Greenland  int  Icdami^  the  sun  being  nine 
hours  above  ^  honaon  at  the  shortest  day-  One  of  hia 
Bien,  who  was  fit)m  the  south  of  Germany,  having  diaeovaped 
that  grapes  grew  these  spontaneously,  Leif  gaiw  todie  couft* 
try  the  appropmte  name  of  Vinland,  or  Vmdand,  and  rei> 
timed  tlie.followiiig  sprmg  to  Greenland. 

The  Anesifim  Cooiuient  was  afterwards  visited  by  Tbo- 
vaU,  a  tooths  of  £iiik\  who  was  killed  iaan  eng^^emenl; 
with  the  natives;  and  a  cokmy  (£  NarwegiaBs  was  settled 
there  in  the  course  rf  time,  and  continued  to  trade  with  the 
natives  for  the  period  of  nearly  two  centiuies^  after  the  coun* 
try  had  been  discovered. 
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The  populatkm  of  Iceland  is  supposed  to  have  been  much 
greater  in  former  times  than  it  is  at  preset  Numbers  of  the 
inhabitants  were  carried  off  by  the  plague  in  the  year  140S; 
and  in  the  years  1707  and  1708^  not  fewer  than  16,000  per- 
sons were  cut  off  by  the  small-pox.  *  In  the  year  1801,  at 
which  time  the  last  census  was  taken,  the  population  amount- 
ed to  47,S07 ;  but  is  supposed  mnce  that  time  to  have  re* 
ceived  an  additicm  of  at  least  3000. 

With  respect  to  the  personal  appearance  of  the  Icdanders, 
they  are  rather  tall,  of  a  frank  open  countenance,  a  floiid 
complexion,  and  yellow  flaxai  hair.  The  women  are  shorter 
in  proportion,  and  more  indined  to  corpulency  than  the  men; 
but  many  of  them  would  look  handsome  in  &  modem  Euro- 
pean dress.  In  youth,  both  sexes  are  generally  of  a  very 
weakly  halnt  of  body,  whi&  is  the  necessary  consequence  of 
their  want  of  poper  exercise,  and  the  pocxness  of  thdir 
living;  yet  it  is  surprirang  what  great  hardships  they  are 
capable  of  enduring  in  aflar  life.  It  is  seldom  any  of  thaa 
attain  to  a  very  advanced  age :  however,  the  females  com^ 
monly  live  longer  than  the  men.  Owing  to  the  nature  of 
thar  food,  thar  want  of  personal  cleanliness,  and  their  be- 
ing often  obliged  to  sit  long  in  wet  woollen  clothes,  they  are 
greatly  exposed  to  cutaneous  diseases.  They  are  also  fre- 
quenUy  attacked  ¥dth  obstinate  coughs  and  puhnonary  com- 
plaints, by  whidi  perhaps  more  are  carried  off  annually  than 
by  any  other  disease.    ^ 

It  has  been  said,  that,  in  general,  the  Icelanders  are  of  a 
sullen  and  mdancholy  disposition;  but,  after  paying  the 
strictest  attention  to  their  appearance  and  habits,  I  must 
pronoimce  the  statemoit  inaccurate,  and  one  which  could 
onlv  have  been  made  by  those  who  haye  had  httle  or  no  in- 
tercourse with  that  people.  On  the  contrary,  I  have  been 
suq»ised  at  the  degree  of  cheerfulness  and  vivacity  which  I 
found  to  prevail  amcmg  them,  and  that  not  unfrequendy 
under  drcumstancesof  considerable  external  depression  and 
want.    Their  predominant  character  is  that  of  unsuspectiog 

•VonTwiL 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


INTKOUUCTION.  SI 

firankness,  pious  contentment,  and  a  steady  liveUness  of  tem- 
perament, combined  with  a  strength  of  intellect  and  acute* 
neas  of  mind  seldom  to  be  met  with  in  other  narts  of  the 
world     They  havealso  been  noted  for  the  awiost  uncon« 
querable  attachment  which  they  feel  to  their  native  island. 
With  all  thdr  pfrivatikms,  and  exposed,  as  they  are,  to  nu- 
merous dangers  from  the  operation  of  phyucal  causes,  diey 
live  under,  the  practical  influence  of  one  of  their  cc»nmon 
proverbs:   Island  er  hinn  besia  land  sent  wiimt  sJcinnar 
uppd  ;  <<  Iceland  is  the  best  land  on  which  the  ^]un  shines.^ 
In  the  persons,  halnts,  and  customs  of  the  present  inha- 
iHtants  of  Iceland,  we  are  furnished  with  a  faithful  picture 
of  those  exhibited  by  their  Scandinavian  ancestors.     They 
adhere  most  ri^dly  to  whatever  has  once  been  adopted  as 
a  naticMial  custom,  and  the  few  innovations  that  have  been 
introduced  by  fcnreigners  are  scarcely  viable  beyond  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  their  factories.     Their  language,  dress, 
and  mode  of  fife,  have  been  invariably  the  same  during  a 
period  of  nine  centuries;  whilst  those  irf*  other  nations  have 
been  sub}ected  to  numerous  vicissitudes,  according  to  the 
divernty  c^  external  drcumstances,  and  the  caprices  of  cer- 
tain leading  individuals,  whose  influience  has  been  sufficiently 
powerful  to  impart  a  new  tone  to  the  society  in  which  they 
jnoved.    Halntuated  frmn  their  earliest  years  to  hear  of  the 
diaracter  of  their  ancestors,  and  the  asjrlum  which  their  nai- 
tive  island  afforded  to  the  sciences,  when  the  rest  of  Europe 
was  imma:sed  in  ignorance  and  barbarism,  the  Icelanders 
naturally  possess  ahigh  degree  of  national  feding,  and  there 
is  a  certain  dignity  and  boldness  of  carriage  observable  in 
numbers  of  the  peasants,  which  at  once  indicates  a  strong 
sense  of  propriety  and  independence. 

The  lodandic  |s  justly  regarded  as  the  standard  of  the 
grand  northern  dialect  of  the  €k)thic  language.  White  the 
Swedish  and  Danish,  and  even  tlie  N(Mrw^;ian,  which  is  a 
kind  of  middle  dialect,  have  been  more  or  less  subject  to 
the  mflu^nce  of  the  TeuUmic  or  German  brandi,  that,  ori* 
ginally  spoken  in  Sc^dinavia,  has  been  preserved  in  all  its 
purity  in  Iceland,    In  the  middle  ages,  it  was  known  by  th^ 
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Yiame  of  DSn^  Tunga^  or  the  Danish  Tongue ;  the  Ice- 
landers  at  first  called  it  NorranOj  because  they  had  brought 
it  along  with  them  firom  Jiarwaj^  which  name  pretty  much 
resenibles  mat  of  NomSj  6r  Norse,  by  whidi  the  ccwTupt 
dialect,  spoken  till  within  these  few  years  in  settle  parts  of 
Orkney,  has  been  designated;  and,  it  was  not  till  after  it 
had  ceEued  to  be  spoken  on  the  continent,  that  it  assumed 
the  name  of  Icelandic.  The  remoteness  of  the  island,  and 
the  little  intercourse  which  its  inhabitants  have  maintained 
with  the  rest  of  the  world,  have  effectually  secured  the  purity 
and  cmginality  of  this  ancient  language ;  and  it  is  a  curious 
Act,  that  while  our  ablest  antiquaries  are  otben  puzzled,  in 
endeavouring  to  decipher  certain  words  and  phrases  in  wri- 
tings whidi  date  their  origin  only  a  few  centuries  back ;  there 
is  not  a  peasant,  nor  indeed  scarcely  a  servant  giri  in  Ice- 
land, who  is  not  capable  of  reading  with  ease  the  most  an* 
dent  documents  extant  on  the  iriand. 

The  eariy  and  successAil  application  of  the  Icelanders  to 
the  study  of  the  sciences,  forms  a  perfect  anmnaly  in  the 
history  of  literature.  At  a  period  when  the  darkest  gloom 
was  q>read  over  the  European  horizon,  die  mhabitants  of 
this  comparatively  barren  ishmd,  near  die  nc^lh  pole,  were 
cultivating  the  arts  of  poetry  and  history ;  and  laying  up 
stores  of  knowlec^,  whidi  were  not  merely  to  supply  pos- 
terity with  data  respecting  the  domestic  and  poBtical  affiiirs 
of  thar  native  country,  but  were  also  destined  to  furnish 
very  ample  and  satisfactory  information  on  a  great  multipli- 
dty  of  important  points  connected  with  the  history  of  other 
nations.  To  this  a  wonderful  combination  of  circumstances 
proved  favourable.  The  Ninrw^ians,  who  first  went  over 
to  Iceland,  were  sprung  from  some  of  the  most  distinguished 
families  in  die  land  of  theii'  nativity.  They  had  been  ac- 
customed from  their  infimcy  to  listen  to  the  trac&tionary  tale 
of  the  deeds  of  other  years ;  they  had  frequented  the  public 
assemblies,  where  they  saw  the  value  and  importance  of 
knowledge ;  and,  in  the  course  of  their  numerous  piradcal 
expeditions  and  invasions,  they  had  obtained  an  intimate  ac- 
quaintance with  the  situation^  politics,  histmy,  &c  of  the 
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jEfferent  countriet of  Europe.  Bang  in  the  halntof  clothing 
all  events  of  anj  importanoe  in  poetic  language,  an  accurate 
knowledge  of  these  events  was  secured  to  posterity,  while 
the  share  that  some  of  themselves,  or  thor  iiipnediate  ao- 
ceators  had  had  in  many  of  them,  naturally  excited  a  desire 
to  recite  them  in  the  fiunily  drde ;  and  the  undisturbed  en^ 
joymrat  of  tranquilUty,  during  a  long  winter  of  ei^t  months 
continuance,  afforded  them  the  best  opportunities  of  bend^ 
mg  their  attention  to  the  study  of  the  different  branches  of 
literature. 

The  art  of  writing*  was  first  introduced  into  Iceland  by 
.  laleif,  Bidiop  of  Skalholt,  about  the  year  1067;  and  the 
oldest  monuments  which  we  have  of  written  compoaticMi^ 
are  the  works  of  Ari  Frode,  who  flourished  about  the  same 
period.  Afiar  the  introducticsi  of  Christiani^,  several  of 
the  Icelanders  went  to  France  and  Gkrmany  to  prosecute 
their  studies  at  the  best  univerrities  of  the  age;  but  it  is 
worthy  of  notice,  that  the  writer  just  mentioned,  and  Sncnrro 
Sturluson,  two  of  the  most  distinguished  of  the  ncnrthem 
historians,  never  studied  out  of  their  native  island.  The 
histcHical  compositions  of  the  Icdanders,  generally  known 
fay  the  name  of  Sagas,  are  exceedingly  numerous,  and  many 
Df  them  wcnthy  of  the  fullest  credit  The  most  valuable 
are:  Homskringla,  Sturlunga,  Eigla,  Ni&la,  Gunnlaugay 
Eyrbygg^  Vatnsdsela,  Orkneyinga,  Landn&may  Kristni» 
Hungurvaka,  and  a  great  numb^  of  annals,  the  minuteness 
and  simplidty  of  which  furnish  the  strongest  internal  proof 
of  their  agreement  with  truth ;  and  their  authenticity  ia 
cstahlidied  by  a  multiphcity  of  the  most  satisfactory  external 
evidence.  On  the  pre-eminence  of  the  Icelandic  poets,  it  is 
not  necessary  to  enlarge  here,  as  aparticular  account  will  be 
prea  of  them,  and  thar  oNnponticms,  in  the  third  number  of 
the  A]^)endix. 

The  most  flourishing  period  of  Icelandic  literature  ap- 
pears  to  have  been  firom  the  b^mning  of  the  twelfth,  till 

*  Thk  If  to  be  understood  only  of  the  regular  use  of  the  Latin  dunaeten; 
te  h  Is  eHdcnt  fWni  Taziimi  parts  of  the  £dda,  and  alao  of  the  Sagaa,  tibat  dtf 
I  woe  pntiDQify jiNd  ibc  iofcriptioia  «a  iM^ 
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about  the  middle  of  the  fourteenth  centuiy.  During  the 
years  immediately  preceding  the  R^ormation^  the  sdences 
were  greatlv  on  the  decline ;  and,  hod  it  not  been  for  the 
blaze  of  lignf  which  that  most  important  event  shed  over  the 
north  of  Europe,  their  cultivation  imiceland  might  haveen-- 
tirely  grown  into  disuse.  A  fresh  impulse,  however,  was. 
thereby  given  to  the  sleeping  energies  of  Icelandic  genius, 
and  a  succession  of  literary  characters  followed,  whose  names 
would  do  honour  to  any  country,  or  any  age.  One  circum- 
stance,  which  very  much  contributed  to  this  revival  of  learn-! 
ing,  was  the  introduction  of  printing.  This  took  place  about 
the  year  1580.  Jon  Areson,  the  last  Catholic  Bishc^  ci 
Holum,  was  a  man  of  the  most  haughty  and  turbulent  dis- 
foffltion,  in  ccmsequence  of  which  he  was  involved  in  nume« 
rous  broils  and  disputes;  and,bdngvery  ignorant  of  letters, 
he  was  at  aloss  for  some  person  who  could  compose  in  Latin, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  g^ve  pubticity,  by  printing,  to  his 
orders  and  acts  of  excommunication ;  but  prevailed  at  last 
upon  Jon  Matthieson,  a  native  of  Sweden,  to  go  over  and 
establish  a  printing-press  on  the  island.  The  first  printed 
book  was  the  Breviarium  Nidarosiense.  The  doctrines  of 
the  Reformation  having  been  embraced  by  the  Icelanders 
about  ten  years  afterwards,  the  press  fell  into  their  hand% 
and  was  employed  by  them  tar  the  publication  of  the  Bible, 
and  other  religious  and  useAiI  books.  Since  that  time  they 
have  always  been  in  possession  of  a  printing-press ;  but  the 
one  they  have  at  present  is  of  no  use,  being  under  the  di- 
rection of  an  individual,  whose  sentiments  are  litde  accordant 
with  those  of  his  countrymen,  on  which  account  no  person  will 
purchase  the  publications  which  issued  from  it  some  years 
ago. 

The  three  last  centuries  have  produced  many  learned 
men ;  and,  at  the  present  day,  Iceland  can  boast  of  sons  who 
have  risen  to  great  eminence  in  the  different  departments  of 
literature.  Such  as  study  at  the  University  of  Copenhagen, 
are  generally  distinguished  from  their  fellow-students  by  their 
quickness  of  apprdiensicm,  their  unwearied  application,  an4 
their  unsatiable  thirst  for  the  acquisition  of  kioowledge. 
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On  ixiquuing  into  the  state  of  mental  cultivatum  in  Ice- 
land,  it  is  not  so  much  the  literary  fame  of  a  few  select  in* 
dividuals,  who  have  enjoyed  superior  advantages,  which 
strikes  our  attention,  as  the  universal  diffusion  of  the  general 
}Minciples  of  knowledge  among  its  inhabitants.  Though 
there  be  only  one  school  in  Iceland,  and 'that  soUtary  school 
is  exclu^vely  designed  for  the  education  of  such  as  are  after- 
wards to  fill  offices  in  church  or  state ;  yet  it  is  exceeding/ 
rare  to  meet  with  a  boy  or  girl,  who  has  attained  the  age 
of  nine  or  ten  years,  that  cannot  read  and  write  with  ease. 
Domestic  education  is  most  rigidly  attended  to ;  and  it  is  no 
uncommon  thing,  to  hear  youths  repeat  passages  from  the 
Greek  and  Ladn  authors,  who  have  nev^  been  fiulher  than 
a  few  miles  from  the  place  where  they  were  born.  Nor  do 
I  scarcely  ever  recollect  entepng  a  hut,  where  I  did  not  find 
some  individual,  or  another,  capable  oi  entering  into  a  con* 
Tersation  with  me,  on  topics  which  would  be  reckoned  alto* 
gether  above  the  understandings  of  people  in  the  same  rank 
c^  society  in  other  countries  of  Europe.  On  many  oocasicois, 
indeed,  the  common  Icelandersrdiscover  an  acquaintance  with 
the  histcnry  and  Uterature  of  other  nations  which  is  perfectly 
astonishing. 

There  is  nothing  which  operates  more  powerfully  on  the 
fi[«mation  of  the  human  character  than  religion.  Aoo(»xling 
to  the  ideas  which  men  entertain  of  the  Supreme  B^ng,  the 
relation  in  wbidi  they  stand  to  him  and  to  each  odier,  and 
a  future  state  of  retribution,  will  be  the  {gedoiftinating  bias 
and  disposition  of  their  minds,  and  the  general  tenor  of  thdr 
pcNiduct  in  life.  The  religion  adopted  by  the  n(»th»7i  na< 
tions,  some  ages  previous  to  the  introduction  of  Christianity 
among  them,  was  a  religion  of  terror  and  of  blood.  There 
was  nothing  in  it  to  mollify  the  mind  of  man,  or  instil  into 
it  the  milk  of  human  kindness.  The  deities  they  worshi[f)ed, 
were  invested  with  the  most  ferocious  and  diabolical  cha- 
racters ;  and  such  only  were  supposed  to  merit  their  fiEivour* 
able  r^ards  as  distinguished  themselves  m  battle,  and  were 
thereby  qualified  for  taking  part  in  those  warlike  feats  which 
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they  expected  to  form  the  principal  source  of  gratiScatkm 
in  a  future  state. 

The  primeval  system  of  reli^ous  belief  among  the  Scan- 
dinavians was  a  kind  of  theism.  They  worshipped  Thor, 
whom  they  regarded  as  the  omnipotent  thunderer,  and  the 
supreme  disposer  of  human  affairs.  He  appears  to  have 
been  ori^nally  worshipped  in  the  open  air,  in  groves,  or  on 
Some  rising  ground,  where  a  large  stone  was  erected  as  an 
altar,  on  which  human  sacrifices  were  offered  to  appease  his 
wrath,  and  procure  exemption  from  the  direful  effects  of  his 
vengeance.  No  traces  are  found  of  temples  being  construct- 
ed for  the  service  of  this  deity,  till  afler  the  introduction  of 
a  number  of  inferior  gods  into  the  Scandinavian  creed,  who 
were  associated  with  Thor,  as  objects  of  religious  fear  and 
adoration. 

This  change  is  generally  ascribed  to  Odin,  a  mighty  Scy- 
thian warrior,  who  pushed  his  way  through  the  south  of 
Russia  and  Germany  into  Scandinavia.    Spreading  the  terror 
irf*  his  arms  wherever  he  came,  and  finding  that  his  successes 
had  inspired  the  people  with  the  beUef  that  he  was  a  super- 
human  being,  he  improved  on  the  idea,  caused  himself  to  be 
proclaimed  a  deity,  and  received  divine  honours  from  his 
followers.     He  was  the  god  of  war  and  victory,  and  was 
most  irignificantly  styled,  **  The  Father  of  Slaughter  and 
Desolation.^    Bdng  represented  as  delighting  in  sanguinary 
combat,  and  beholding  with  complacency  such  as  distinguish* 
ed  themselves  by  their  courage  and  miUtary  prowess,  his 
worshippers  rushed  on  to  the  carnage,  vowing  they  would 
send  a  certain  number  of  souls  to  their  deity  in  Valhalla^ 
the  abode  of  warriors,  where  they  expected  to  meet  all  who 
had  been  slain  with  swcnxl  in  hand,  and  pass  die  hours  in 
an  eternal  round  of  conflict  and  conviviaUty.     Freya,  who 
preadedover  the  seasons,  and  was  regarded  as  the  dispenser 
ct  fertility  and  riches ;  Niord,  the  ruler  of  the  winds  and 
seas ;  Brage,  the  god  of  eloquence  and  poetry ;  and  a  num- 
ber of  inferior  deities,  were  now  recaved  by  the  northern 
nations,  and  had  altars  and  temples  erected  for  the  celebnu 
tion  of  their  worship.    But  the  veneration  paid  to  Thor^, 
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does  not  appear  to  have  been  in  any  degree  diminished  bj 
this  association.  He  was  still  considered  as  the  most  powa:- 
ful  and  terrible  of  the  gods;  and  the  respect  shewn  to  Odin, 
seems  to  have  been  greater  in  Denmark  and  Sweden  than 
in  the  neighboming  country  <^  Norway. 

On  the  arriyal  of  the  Norwegians  in  Iceland,  they  imme- 
diately constructed  temples,  which  they  called  Hofs,  to  Th0t, 
and  instituted  the  same  rites  that  had  obtained  in  their  na- 
tive country.  Some  of  them  carried  over  with  them  the 
wood  of  their  Norw^ian  temples,  and  the  very  earth  on 
which  die  altars  had  stood.  A  striking  instance  of  this  is 
mentioned  in  the  Journal,  where  a  description  is  given  of 
otne  of  the  earliest  and  most  celebrated  of  the  heathen  tenL- 
pies  erected  on  that  island,  and  the  mode  of  sacriiice  used  on 
solemn  occasions.  Those  who  may  wish  to  peruse  a  full 
and  particular  account  of  the  mythology  which  prevailed 
among  the  nordiem  nations,  and  of  which  the  knowledge 
has  been  preserved  and  handed  down  to  us  by  the  Iceland, 
era,  are  referred  to  Mallet^s  Northern  Antiquities,  where 
they  will  find  the  most  satisfactory  information  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  many  other  points  connected  with  the  literary  hi». 
tory  of  Scandinavia. 

Little  more  than  a  century  had  elapsed  from  the  coloni- 
£ation  of  the  island,  when  an  attempt  was  made  to  introduce 
the  Christian  reli^on  among  its  inhabitants.  In  the  year 
flSl,  ThorvaM  Kodranson  proceeded  on  a  piratical  expedi-i 
tion  to  Germany,  and  happening  to  meet  a  Bishop  in  Sax- 
ony, named  Frederick,  he  was  baptized  by  him,  and  spent 
some  time  in  his  house ;  after  which  he  prevailed  cm  the 
Bishop  to  accompany  him  to  Iceland,  in  order  to  preach  the 
new  doctrine,  and  baptize  Ins  parents,  and  any  other  of  his 
friends  who  might  be  disposed  to  become  Christians.  They 
made  the  tour  of  the  island  together ;  and  as  the  Bishop 
w«  ignorant  of  the  language,  the  office  of  interpreter  de- 
volved on  Thorvald,  who  manifested  great  zeal  in  his  en- 
deavours to  convert  his  countrymen  to  the  ftith  of  Christ 
But  his  conduct  appears  to  have  been  little  calculated  to  in« 
qnre  them  with  love  to  that  religion  which  he  professed  to 
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have  embraced ;  for,  on  a  certain  oocasion,  he  did  not  scru* 
pie  to  kill  two  of  them  for  haying  circulated  a  satirical  verse 
which  had  been  composed  on  him  and  the  Bishop,  and  thej 
both  quitted  the  island  shortly  af^r,  not  having  met  with 
that  success  whidi  they  had  anticipated.  However,  although 
few  received  baptism,  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  in  the 
northern  quarter  absented  themselves  from  the  temples,  broke 
in  pieces  their  idols,  and  refused  any  longer  to  pay  the  cus- 
t<^aiary  tax  m  support  of  idolatrous  worship ;  and  the  first 
church  was  built  by  Thorvard  Spakbodvarson,  at  As^  in  the 
year  984,  in  spite  di  the  opppdtion  and  threatenings  of  his 
heathen  neighbours. 

Thorvald  was  succeeded  by  one  Stefner,  whom  Olave, 
King  of  Norway,  sent  over,-  A.  D.  096,  for  the  express  pur^ 
pose  of  convertjmg  the  Icelanders  to  the  Christian  faith ;  but 
he  appears  to  have  met  with  as  little  success  as  his  predeces^ 
sor ;  only  the  subject  became  more  generally  known,  and 
certaip  regulations,  whi^h  were  adopted  at  the  national  as- 
sembly,  for  preventing  the  spread  of  innovation,  h^  a  tern 
dency  to  excite  discussion  among  the  inhabitants. 

Olave  next  dispatched  a  priest,  named  Thapgbrand,  on 
this  important  nussion ;  and  though  the  heathen  used  every 
effort  in  opposing  the  progress  of  his  work,  and  employed 
several  of  th^  be^t  poets  to  assault  him  with  the  keenest 
invective,  he^  succeeded  in  baptizing  a  number  of  them.  Se- 
vere fines  were  now  imposed  upon  such  as  turned  Christians^ 
mid  some  were  obliged  to  quit  the  island  on  account  of  the 
persecution  which  was  raised  against  them. 

At  last,  in  the  year  1000,  two  of  those  who  had  been 
exiled,  Hiallti  and  Gissur,  returned  to  Iceland,  with  the  full 
determination  of  advocating  the  cause  of  Christianity  in  the 
presence  of  their  countrymen.  They  arrived  at  the  time  rf 
the  general  assembly,  and  proceeded  instantiy  thither,  where 
they  were  welcomed  by  their  friends,  who  defended  them 
against  an  attack  which  was  meditated  by  the  pagans.  The 
fplloMring  day  they  went  in  solemn  procession  to  the  Log* 
herg,  accompanied  by  seven  mai,  dressed  in  sacerdotal  gar- 
(nent39  and  carrying  large  crosses  in  their  bands.    Th^  whol^ 
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assembly  was  struck  with  the  novelty  of  the  scene ;  and,  af- 
ter Hiallti  had  offered  incense,  he  and  Gissur  b^an  to  point 
out  the  superiority  of  "Christianity  to  Heathenism  in  so  bold 
and  intrepid  a  manner,  that  none  of  limr  enemies  had  the 
courage  to  contradict  them.  The  consequence  was^  that 
such  as  were  brought  to  the  determination  of  changing  their 
x«eli^on,  took  witnesses  to  that  effect ;  and,  separating  ftam 
thdr  heathen  countrymen,  they  joined  the  party  that  had 
professed  the  faith  of  Christ  While  thus  engaged,  intelli*- 
gence  was  brought  to  the  assembly,  that  a  volcanic  eruption 
had  conudenced.at  no  great  distance,  which  the  heathen  inu 
mediately  ascribed  to  the  indignation  of  the  gods  at  the  de<> 
fecUon  of  such  numbers  from  their  ancient  cre^.  *<  Can  it 
be  matter  of  surprise,^  they  exclaimed,  <^  that  the  gods  should 
be  angry  at  such  speedies  as  those  we  have  now  heard  ?'^ 
With  tfa^  question  they  hoped  to  silence  the  advocates  of 
the  Christian  religion,  and  prevent  any  more  of  their  coun- 
trymen from  embracing  it;  but  Snorro  Groda,  though  still 
a  pagan,  was  so  struck  with  the  inconclusiveness  of  the  ar- 
gument, that,  referring  them  to  the  streams  of  lava  in  the 
midst  of  which  the  assanbly  was  held,  and  which  had  visiUy 
flowed  long  before  the  island  was  inhabited,  he  pcmitedly 
asked  them,  ^^  At  what  then  were  the  gods  angry,  at  the 
period  when  the  very  lava  on  which  we  now  stand  was  burn* 
ing  ?^  No  ani^er  having  been  made,  the  assembly  broke  up, 
and  such  aa  had  espoused  the  new  faith  petitioned  that  laws 
should  be  enacted  for  securing  to  them  the  peaceable  pro- 
fessiim  of  their  religion. 

The  Heathen  now  began  to  institute  a  solemn  appeal  to 
their  gods^  and  resolved  to  offer,  as  an  expiatory  sacrifice, 
two  human  victims  from  each  quarter  of  the  island,  that  the 
Christian  reli^on  might  not  be  permitted  to  spread  over  the 
whde  country.  On  which  Hiallti  and  Gissur  convoked  an 
assembly  of  the  Christians,  and  pr<qpo8ed  that  an  equal  num* 
ber  of  their  party  should  devote  themselves  as  martyrs  to 
the  honour  of  theur  Redeemer ;  and,  to  stimulate  their  zeal, 
Hiallti  himself  came  forward  and  offered  to  lay  down  hi^ 
life  in  support  of  the  Chriptm  caii^e. 
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The  foUowing  day,  Thtnrgeir,  at  that  time  supreme  ma- 
gistrate, convened  the  ass^nbly  for  the  purpose  of  bringbg 
the  dispute  to  a  termination.  He  pointed  out  to  thj»n  the 
pernicious  consequences  which  were  hkdy  to  arise  from  their 
having  two  distinct  codes,  and  advised  them  to  the  exercise 
of  mutual  toleration  under  the  protection  of  the  same  conw 
mon  laws.  The  effect  produced  by  his  speech  was  so  great^ 
that  both  parties  agreed  to  abide  by  whatever  decision  he 
should  give  in  the  case.  He  therefore  enacted,  that  all  the 
inhabitants  of  Iceland  should  be  baptized,  and  worship  one 
God;  that  such  as  were  still  inclined  to  o&r  sacrifice  shoul4 
do  it  privately ;  but  that  the  ancient  regulaticms  should  still 
.  be  in  force  respecting  the  expo^tion  of  infants,*  and  the  eatp- 
ing  of  horse-flesh.  The  rite  of  baptism  was  now  adminis- 
tered to  the  whole  population  of  the  island  at  the  botJnthi^ 
which  they  preferred  to  immersion  in  cold  water.*)* 

Measures  were  now  taken  to  provide  the  inhahitants  with 
places  of  worship ;  and  a  number  of  jmests  were  ordained 
to  conduct  it  aooovding  to  the  forma  of  the  church  of  Borne. 
At  first  they  were  under  the  inspection  of  foreign  bishops ; 
but,  in  the  year  1067,  Islei^  a  native  Icelander,  who  had 
studied  some  time  at  the  university  of  Erfurt,  was  installed 
into  the  see  of  Skalholt,  where  be  exerdsed  the  episcc^ 
c^ce  till  his  death,  A.  D.  1080,  wh^  he  was  succeeded  by 
his  son  Gissur.  This  prelate  having  instituted  a  regular 
system  of  tithes,  found  that  the  island  was  able  to  support 
more  than  one  bishop ;  and,  consulting  the  good  of  the  ec 


*  Such  as  did  not  choose  to  bring  up  their  children  were  at  liberty  to  expose 
tfaoBk ;  and  the  pnotiot  was  ferjr  common  in  regard  to  female  infants,  ^spedaUj 
if  there  happened  to  be  many  young  fenalea  in  a  fiunSy.  They  wnqsped  the 
child  carefully  i;^  in  a  doth,  put  a  piece  of  meat  into  its  mouth,  and  either  om^ 
oealed  it  under  the  roots  of  a  tree,  or  between  two  stones,  which  they  covered 
with  a  third,  in  order  to  prevent  any  beast  from  devouring  it.  From  the  in- 
stances on  record  of  this  inhinnan  custom,  k  appcaia  in  almost  eveiy  case  to  have 
originated  with  the  &ther ;  that  then  was  frei^ueotly  a  kng  dispute  ere  the  fe- 
male parent  would  ooiwent  to  surrender  her  beloved  offspring;  and  no  doubt 
many  a  stolen  visit  was  paid  to  the  spot,  where  the  dear  babe  was  brought  to  so 
untimely  an  end.    Hiit.  Ecdeu  l^and,  torn.  i.  p.  68. 

t  See  Kristni  Saga,  cap.  zil 
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dfeoastkal  establishment  voate  than  his  own  private  emolu^ 
ment,  he  readily  ocH/hplied  with  a  request  which  had  hem 
made  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  north,  that  they  might  have 
a  Uahqp  of  their  own  for  the  more  convenient  administra- 
tkm  of  church-affairs.     Another  episcopate  was  accordingly 
erected  at  Hdum,  and  the  office  was  first  conferred  upcHi 
Joo  Ogmundson  in  the  year  1107.     The  Icelandic  bishops 
were  originally  under  the  Archbishc^  of  Bremen ;  they  af. 
terwaida  became  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Archhishc^ 
of  Lund  in  Sweden,  and  were  ultimately  suffiragans  of  the 
ArdibifihGp  of  Drontheim  in  Norway.  *    The  first  code  of 
eodcaartififtl  law  was  that  known  by  the  name  of  Ju$  Ecde^ 
siatticum  GrknkeUammiy  but  this  was  revised  and  augment- 
ed m  the  year  11S3,  when  it  was  introduced  as  the  standing 
law  of  the  lodaadic  church. 

It  might  naturally  have  been  expected,  that  the  immense 
distance  of  Iceland  from  the  immediate  seat  of  the  Papal 
government  would,  in  a  great  measure,  have  secured  its  in- 
habitants bom  the  introduction  of  those  superstitious  and 
ridiculous  ceremonies  which  were  at  that  time  palmed  upon 
the  wodd,  instead  of  the  purity  and  simj^dty  of  primitive 
Onristiani^ ;  at  least,  it  was  not  so  likely  that  these  evils 
should  gain  the  same  ground,  or  spread  to  the  same  ext^it 
that  thfi^  did  in  other  countries,  the  contigui^  of  which  to 
Borne  exposed  them  to  continual  usurpations  on  the  part  of 
that  power.  But  these  fond  conjectures  are  contradicted  bj 
historical  facts.  The  Icelanders  appear  to  have  equalled 
the  blindest  of  thdr  fellow-devotees  in  their  attachment  to 
the  iiierarcliy,  and  their  unqualified  adoption  of  its  grossest 
absurdities;  in  consequence  of  which,  a  great  portion  c^ 
their  original  heathenism  was  retained  under  a  new  form, 
and  ihey  continued  the  dupes  of  the  most  abject  supersti. 
tkm.  Several  of  than  undertook  pilgrimages  to  Rome ;  and 
coMiderable  sums  were  raised  for  carrjring  on  the  Crusades. 
Saints  and  reliques  were  held  in  the  greatest  veneration. 
Voluntary  omtribations  were  made  for  the  erection  of  mo- 

*  Halt  Eedei.  Idaad.  toiii.  I  p.  104. 
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nasteries ;  and  the  Papal  Nuncio  for  the  northern  kingdoms 
of  Europe  kept  an  agent  in  Iceland  for  the  sale  of  indul- 
gences. 

In  this  state  did  the  island  continue  during  the  long  pe« 
riod  of  five  centuries.  But  Chnstian  III.  on  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Protestant  religion  in  Denmark,  issued  orders 
that  the  Papal  authority  should  be  put  down,  and  that  the 
pure  doctrines  of  the  Gospel  should  be  preached  in  Iceland^ 
instead  of  the  fables  and  legends  which  had  hitherto  occa*- 
pied  the  reli^ous  creed  of  its  inhabitants.  Considerable  op* 
position  was  made  on  the  part  of  the  clergy,  especially  by 
Jon  Areson,  Bishc^  of  Holum,  who  endeavoured  to  throw 
every  possible  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  Reformation ;  and, 
arming  a  body  of  men,  he  proceeded  to  the  south,  and  ar- 
rested the  Bishop  of  Skalholt,  but  was  taken  soon  afterwards 
by  the  Kng^s  officers,  and  beheaded  for  various  crimes  whidi 
he  had  committed.  In  the  year  1551,  the  Reformation  was 
fiilly  introduced  into  Iceland ;  and,  in  the  course  of  a  short 
time,  the  doctrines  of  the  New  Testament  became  generally 
known  among  the  inhabitants. 

The  form  and  ceremonies  of  the  Icelandic  church  are 
strictiy  Lutheran,  though,  fix)m  the  poverty  of  the  people^ 
their  churches  are  less  elegant,  and  a  greater  degree  of  sim-^ 
plicity  pervades  their  worship  than  I  have  found  in  other 
Lutheran  countries.  Formerly  there  were  two  bishops,  one 
at  Skalholt,  and  the  other  at  Holum ;  but,  in  the  year  17979 
the  bishoprics  were  united,  and  an  episcopal  see  erected  at 
Reykiavik  for  the  whole  island.  The  next  ecclesiastical 
dignitary  to  the  bishop  is  the  archdeacon,  who  supplies  his 
place  in  case  of  dckness,  or  a  vacancy  of  the  see ;  and  there 
are,  besides,  eighteen  provosts  or  deans,  each  of  whom  has 
the  superintendence  of  the  clergy  within  the  limits  of  his 
district.  The  total  number  of  parishes  in  Iceland  amounts 
to  184 ;  but  as  many  of  them  occupy  a  great  space  of  ground, 
it  has  been  found  necessary  to  build  in  some  parts  two. or 
three  churches  in  a  parish,  which  has  increased  the  numbtf 
of  churches  to  305.  Some  of  the  priests  have  chaplains  to 
assist  them  in  the  performance  of  public  duty.     They  are 
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iH  natives  i^  the  island^  and  are  maintaiiied  partly  by  culti- 
vating small  glebes  attached  to  the  churches,  and  partly  from 
certain  tithes  raised  aitong  the  peasants.  The  provision 
made  for  their  support  is  exceedingly  scanty.  The  richest 
living  on  the  island  dbes  not  produced  200  rix-doUars ;  twen^ 
and  thirty  nX-doUars  are  the  whble  of  the  stipend  annexed 
to  xuany  of  the  parishes;  and  there  are  some  in  which  it  is 
even  as  low  as  five. 

Small  as  the  pittance  is  which  is  thus  afibhled  to  the  Ice« 
laadic  ctergy^  and  much  as  th&x  attrition  must  be  directed 
to  the  managemeiit  of  th^ir  ikrms,  they  are^  nevertheless,  in 
general,  very  assiduous  in  the  discharge  of  their  public  fmK> 
tions,  and  particularly  attentive  to  the  education  of  the  youngs 
£very  clergyman  in  Icdand  keeps  what  is  called  a  register 
of  souls,  whidi  Contains  an  accurate  statement  of  the  age, 
^tuation,  tscmduct,  abilities,  and  proficiency  of  each  indivi« 
dual  in  his  paridi.  The  books  in  the  possession  of  the  fa- 
mily are  also  entered  on  the  list ;  and,  as  this  record  is  made 
annuaUy,  to  be  {»edented  to  the  dean  at  his  visitation,  a  re- 
gular view  is  thus  obtained  of  the  moral  and  religious  state 
of  the  parish.  ^ 

Previous  tb  the  union  of  the  bishoprics,  tlie  Icelandic 
church  had  tw6  consistoriesj  ctr  ecclesiastical  courts,  one  of 
which  was  held  amlually  at  Flygamire  for  the  northern  $  and 
the  other  at  Thingvalla  for  the  southern  diocese  \  but  they 
are  now  combined  in  the  SynodahtU^  or  Synod,  which  meets 
about  the  middle  oi  July  every  year  at  Beykiavik.  It  con- 
sists  of  the  bishc^  the  governor,  the  archdeacon,  two  or 
three  of  the  deans  in  rotati<m^  and  certain  individuals  among 
the  inferior  clergy.  In  cases  coming  before  this  court,  the 
iMshop  has  the  casting-vote  in  every  thing  relative  to  doc- 
tane  or  ecdeuastical  {Nlvileges,  and  the  governor  in  matters 
cS  dvil  concernment  The  prindpal  bunness  transacted  on 
these  occaaons  regards  th&  distribution  of  certain  monies, 
which  are  annually  granted  by  government  for  rdieving  the 
widows  of.  the  clergy,  and  augmenting  the  scantier  stipends 
of  the  priests.  About  800  rix-doUars  is  appropriated  to 
<^ach  of  these  purposes^ 

rf 
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In  regard  to  sentiment  and  style  of  preachings  the  Ioe« 
landic  clergy  may  be  divided  into  two  classes ;  those  of  the 
dd,  and  such  as  are  of  the  new  school.   The  former  profess 
to  receive  the  Bible  as  an  auth<Mitative  and  obligat<»ry  reve* 
lation  of  the  will  of  Grod,  and  bow  with  reverence  to  its  de- 
dttons.     They  do  not  exalt  human  reason  to  be  the  arlnttf 
of  what  ought,  and  what  ought  not  to  be  embraced  as  dog« 
mas  of  faith ;  but,  conscious  of  their  igncntmce  and  prcme- 
ness  to  eiTor,  they  consider  it  at  once  their  duty  and  thdbr 
privilege,  to  believe  whatever  Grod  has  been  pleased  to  com* 
tnunicate  m  his  word.     Accordingly,  in  their  sarmons^  they 
insist  on  the  grand  distinguishing  doctrines  of  Chrisdanity : 
the  total  depravity  and  helfdessness  of  man ;  the  eternal  di« 
vinity,  and  vicarious  atonement  of  the  Son  of  God ;  the  pa>« 
aonahty,  and  saving  operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  the  ne« 
cessity  of  regenemtion,  and  holiness  of  life ;  and  the  eter- 
nity of  future  punishment     I  had  an  opportunity  of  meet- 
ing with  many  of  these  men  in  the  course  of  my  travds ; 
Mid  some  of  them,  whom  I  heard  from  the  pulpit,  convinced 
roe,  that  they  were  themselves  deeply  penetrated  with  a  seise 
of  the  importance  of  those  truths  which  they  were  engaged 
in  preaching  to  others ;  that  they  had  entered  the  ministry 
from  no  worldly  motive,  but  were  actuated  by  a  sincere  de* 
mre  to  advance  the  spiritual  reign  of  theb  Divine  Master, 
and  promote  the  best  inte'ests  of  their  feUow-men ;  and  that 
they  were  living  under  a  habitual  imjMession  of  that  solemn 
account  which  all^  who  have  taken  upon  tiiem  the  charge  of 
■ouls,  wiU  have  to  give  to  the  Chief  Shepherd  at  th^  day  of 
final  dedoon.     They  are  men  who  are  dead  to  the  worlds 
land  devoted  in  heart  and  life  to  the  service  of  tfieir  Redeener. 
Their  private  walk  exhibits  the  genuine  tendency  of  the 
holy  doctrines  they  teach  ;  and  their  public  discourses  are 
earnest,  energetic,  animated,  pointed,  and  faithful. 

Such  of  the  clergy  as  are  of  the  new  school,  the  niunber 
of  whom  is  happily  not  very  great,  trei^  divine  things  in 
quite  a  different  manner.  Instead  <^  drawing  the  matter  of 
their  sermons  from  the  Scriptures,  they  gather  it  from  the 
writings  of  heathen  philosophers ;  and  the  morality  found 
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in  these  authors,  which,  at  the  best,  b  but  dry  and  inopd, 
absolutely  fineezes  when  transjdanted  into  Iceland.  The 
divine  inspiraticm  of  the  BiUe  is  discarded,  and  all  the  car« 
dinal  and  fundamental  points  of  the  Christian  faith  are  ei^ 
ther  entirely  omitted,  or  when  they  are  brought  fcnrward,  it 
is  only  with  a  view  to  turn  them  into  ndicule.  The  influ- 
ence cf  sudi  Socinian  and  semi-deistical  prindples  on  the 
individuals  who  propagate  them,  is  abundantly  manifest. 
They  are  entirely  men  of  the  world*  The  awful  realities  of 
an  approaching  eternity  have  made  no  suitable  imfMression 
upon  their  minds^  and  levity,  callousness,  and  indifference, 
mark  the  whole  of  their  conduct  Nor  are  the  effects  re- 
sulting from  the  dissemination  of  their  tenets,  on  such  at 
imbibe  them,  less  visible  and  injurious.  Their  minds  be- 
come imbued  with  sceptidsm  and  infidelity  ;  every  vestige 
of  religion  disappears,  and  immorality  of  oae  description  or 
another  generally  occupies  its  place. 

In  their  genc^  habits  and  disposkions,  the  Icelanders 
are  a  very  moral  and  rel^^s  people.  They  are  carefuUy 
instriKted  in  the  princi|des  of  Christianity  at  an  early  period 
of  life,  and  r^ularly  attend  to  the  public  and  private  exer- 
cises of  devotion.  Instances  of  immorality  are  in  a  great 
measure  confined  to  such  as  firequent  the  fishing  places^ 
where  they  are  often  idle  for  days  together ;  and  where  such 
as  have  made  profidency  in  wickedness,  use  every  effort  to 
ensnare  and  corrupt  ihdr  young  and  inexperiaiced  oompa- 
nicHis.  In  passing  through  the  island,  my  stay  at  any  par- 
ticular place  was  too  short  to  admit  of  my  ascertaining  the 
true  state  of  vital  and  practical  religion  among  its  inhabi- 
tants; yet,  making  every  allowance  for  the  proneness  of 
men  to  cantent  themadlves  with  a  miere  external  fi>rm  of 
godliness,  and  granting  that  there  is  often  a  ccHrrect  moral 
deportment,  wi^ut  a  an^e  particle  of  love  to  Grod  in  the 
heart,  I  catmot  but  indulge  the  conviction,  that  in  a  county 
where  the  prindples  of  revealed  truth  are  so  clearly  and  so 
generally  known,  and  where  the  tone  of  morals  is  so  high, 
there  must  be  many  whose  minds  have  been  savingly  im- 
pressed with  divine  things,  and  who  have  experienced  the 
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Gospel  to  be  "  the  power  of  Giod  unto  salvatioiiy^  The 
greater  number  of  these  individuals  are  in  all  probability 
known  only  to  God,  having  little  or  no  intercourse  with  each 
other;  and  their  situation  Inay  not  unfitly  be  compared  to 
that  of  the  generality  of  real  (^^stians  in  Scotland  about 
thirty  or  forty  years  ago,  when  none  of  those  institutions  ex- 
isted which  now  draw  them  together,  make  them  acquainted 
with  each  other,  and  stimulate  them  to  greater  zeal  and  dili- 
gence in  the  service  of  their  blessed  Redeemer. 

It  may  appear  strange,  that  such  a  degree  of  reli^ous 
knowledge  should  exist  in  a  country  where^  of  late  years, 
few  have  had  immediate  access  to  the  Holy  Scriptures  ^  but 
it  is  accounted  for  by  the  circumstance,  that  ahnost  every 
family  is  in  possession  of  a  volume  of  excellent  sermons, 
written  by  Bishop  Vidalin  of  Skalholt,  about  the  banning 
of  last  century,  which  contains  a  great  deal  of  Scripture  il- 
lustration, and  that  numerous  passages  from  the  sacred  wri* 
tmgs  are  produced  in  proof  of  the  doctrines  taught  in  the 
Icelandic  catechism.  The  scarcity  of  Bibles  was  severely 
felt.  Numbers  had  been  using  every  possible  exertion,  for 
a  long  series  of  years^  to  procure  a  copy  of  the  sacred  vo« 
lume,  but  without  effect  The  poverty  of  the  inhaUtants 
was  such,  that  they  could  not  print  a  new  edition  themselves; 
they  did  iKit  know  to  what  quarter  to  apply  for  aid ;  and 
many  began  to  apprdiend  that  the  word  of  the  Lcnrd  would 
become  extinct  among  them,  and  especially  that  thor  pos* 
terity  would  be  left  destitute  of  this  inestimable  boon.  But 
here  fordgn  benevolence  came  most  opportunely  to  their  aid. 
The  plefmf\il  supply  of  the  Scriptures  sent  them  bytheBri- 
tish  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  and  other  friends  to  the  best- 
interests  of  humanity,  was  most  joyfully  and  gratduUy  re* 
ceived ;  and  while  the  Icdianders  are  now  diligently  employed 
in  perunng  the  records  of  eternal  hfe,  thar  ardent  prayers 
are  ascending  to  heaven  for  the  present  and  etamal  happi* 
n<^S9  of  thw  spuitual  benefactors. 
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Vkyagejrom  Copenhagm  to  Icebmd^^cpenhagen  Xoadi-^ 
IdamdrfHveen — Tycho  Brahe^^Elsifimr'-'-^kUenburgh 
'^-"Shetiand'-'Ice  MomUams-^^ape  Ref/kiancs$^^L(md  at 
R^JAwik — Description  qfike  Town — Visit  to  ike  Arch^ 
deacon  at  Garii-^Hqfnuifjw^^  an  In^ 

land  Joumey^^DiviM  Service  in  the  Cathedral 

xl  AyiKo,  by  the  blesang  of  God,  brought  the  printing  of 
the  Icelandic  Scriptures  to  a  termination,  and  seen  thefoun- 
dalioB  laid  of  a  Bibk  Society  (or  the  Danish  dominions,  on 
the  principles  of  the  British  and  Fordgn  Bible  Sodety,  I 
bq;an  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  my  voyage 
to  Iceland.  The  natural  formation  of  that  island  rendering 
it  impossible  to  ccmvey  any  quantity  of  Bibles  from  one  place 
to  another,  it  was  requifflte  to  fcnrin^ud  a  proportionate  num- 
ber to  each  harbour.  In  the  execution'  of  thi^  measure,  I 
would  here  acknowledge  my  obligations  to  the  Icelandic 
merchants  in  Copenhogen,  who  not  only  allowed  the  copies 
to  be  sent  by  their  respective  vessels  without  charing  any 
freight,  but  furnished  me  with  much  important  information, 
derived  from  thar  local  knowledge  of  the  country.  To 
Westy  Fetraeus,  Esq.  in  particular,  I  am  deeply  indebted 
finr  the  fadhties  whidi  he  afforded  me  on  the  occasion,  and 
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for  convejring,  in  his  own  vessel,  no  less  than  1188  Bibles, 
and  1668  New  Testaments,  free  of  expense. 

On  the  8th  of  June,  1814, 1  embarked  on  board  the  Seyen, 
commanded  by  Captain  Petraeus,  .brother  to  the  gentleman 
just  mentioned,  who  also  accompanied  us,  and  did  every  thing 
in  his  power  to  provide  for  my  accomnu)dation  and  comfort 
We  got  under  weigh  about  five  o'clock,  P.  M.  The  even- 
ing was  ser^e ;  and  the  prospect,  which  embraced  the  Danish 
metropolis,  the  two  opposite  coasts  of  Zealand  and  Scania, 
and  the  island  of  Hveen,  was  extremely  picturesque  and 
beautiful,  and  peculiarly  calculated  to  inspire  the  mind  with 
a  train  of  delightful  meditations.  Lifting  up  my  heart  to 
Him  who  dwelleth  on  high,  I  implored  his  blesang  on  the 
important  undertaking  in  which  I  had  embarked,  and  pray- 
ed that  he  would  gradously  be  pleased  to  render  the  pre- 
dloils  seed  which  I  was  honoured  to  carry  over  to  a  distant 
island,  productive  of  a  most  luxuriant  hurest. 

There  was  something  pecuUarly  gratifying  in  the  idea, 
that  our  vessel,  instead  of  proceeding  <m  any  predatory  or 
murderous  expedition,  was  fraghted  with  provisions  for  the 
inhabitants  of  a  barren  idand ;  grain,  and  other  articles  for 
the  support  of  temporal  life ;  and  the  glorious  Grospel  of 
the  blessed  God,  the  germ  and  staff  of  spiritual  existence. 
Ccmsidering  every  circumstance,  I  could  not  help  viewing 
the  following  lines  of  Cowper  as  strikingly  appropriate  :— 

"  Sofl  ttin,  and  gentle  keavings  of  the  wave. 
Impel  the  fleet,  whose  errand  is  to  save. 
To  sucoour  wasted  regions,  and  replace 
The  smile  of  opulence  in  sorrow's  &ce. 
Let  nothing  adverse,  nothing  imforeseen. 
Impede  the  bark  that  plows  the  deep  serene, 
Chaig'd  with  a  freight,  transcending  in  its  worth 
The  gems  of  India,  nature's  rarest  birth, 
That  flies,  like  Gabriel  on  his  Lord's  commands. 
An  herald  of  God's  love  to  Pagan  lands." 

Not,  however,  that  I  r^arded  Iceland  as  a  pagan  land. 
On  the  contrary,  from  all  that  I  had  been  able  to  learn,  % 
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was  persuaded  that  there  wer^  few  jdaces  in  Europe  Hfhexe 
Christianitj  is  professed^  to  which  the  epithet  could  with  leas 
justice  be  applied,  than  to  that  island^  notwithstanding  its 
manifold  local  disadvantages,  Yet,  as  genuine  Christianity 
can  only  be  maintamed  by  the  continued  propagation  of  its 
principles,  of  which  the  Bible  is  the  r^podtory,  it  is  evid^it 
the  Icelanders  must  soon  have  made  a  retrograde  motion^ 
had  not  measures  been  adopted  for  providing  th^n  with  A 
fresh  su{^y  of  the  Holy  Scriptures, 

Early  the  following  morning,  we  passed  the  island  of 
Hveeriy  famous  on  account  of  its  having  been  die  residence 
of  the  celebrated  astronomer  Tycho  Brahe,  A  more  eligibly 
spot  he  could  not  perfaiqps  have  found,  as  the  island  lies  high, 
and  the  coasts  on  both  sides  being  low,  a  most  extendve  ho. 
rizon  presents  itself  to  the  view.  The  observatory,  which 
he  erected  here,  and  to  which,  from  its  destinatiiHi,  he  gave 
the  name  of  Uramaborg^  was  raised  at  great  expense,  par( 
of  whicJi  was  borne  by  the  King  of  Denmark,  and  the  rest 
defrayed  by  the  astronomer  himself.  He  is  said  to  have 
expended  no  less  than  100,000  rix-dollars  on  its  erection^ 
It  was  not  only  buiU  in  a  highly  omam^tal  style^  but  re- 
gularly fortified ;  yet  it  did  not  remain  in  a  pafect  state  for 
more  than  twenty  years,  and  now  there  is  scarcely  a  single 
vestige  ranaining  to  tell  the  inquisitive  traveller  where  it 
stood.  Some  years  ago,  I  recollect  having  sp^it  a  night 
here  with  Major  Stuart,  a  natur^  son  of  the  Pretender,  in 
whose  possessicm  the  place  at  that  time  was;  but  all  I  could 
discover  was  merely  the  remainder  of  la  vaults  ^nd  a  few 
slight  traces  of  the  fortification^  Its  hisUny,  in  connection 
with  that  of  its  master,  furnishes  a  striking  lesscmof  the  un- 
certainty and  vicisdtude  of  every  sublunary  object. 

About  nine  p^dock  we  made  Elsyne%ir^  which,  with  the 
castle  of  Cronbargy  we  passed  on  the  w&  hand,  while  we 
left  behind  us  the  town  of  HelAn^iorg^  in  Sweden,  on  the 
other.  The  two  countries  are  divided  here  only  by  the 
Sound,  (Oresund),  which  does  not  exceed  four  British  miles 
in  breadth.  In  times  of  peace,  Ehineur  roads  are  crowded 
with  the  flags  of  all  oations^  it  being  necessary  for  every 
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vessel  to  call  on  passing,  in  order  to  pay  the  Sound  dues. 
In  consequence  of  an  unremitting  influx  of  strangers  from 
all  parts  of  the  busy  worid,  most  of  whom  had  no  other  ob- 
ject in  view  than  the  acquisition  of  earthly  riches,  that  town 
used  to  present  a  melancholy  spectacle  of  indifference  to  the 
momentous  concerns  of  religion.  Advereity,  however,  has. 
a  natural  tendency  to  generate  reflection ;  and  we  may  in- 
dulge the  hope,  that  the  severe  stroke  with  which  its  inha- 
bitants have  been  visited  by  the  total  failure  of  their  resources* 
for  these  last  seven  years,  has  not  been  without  effect  in 
leading  many  to  turn  their  attention  to  the  tilings  which  be- 
long to  their  everlasting  peace. 

From  Ebineur,  we  proceeded  in  company  with  upwards 
of  seventy  vessels  into  the  Cattagat,  in  which,  for  the  two 
following  days,  we  had  dther  calms  or  contrary  winds,  so 
that  we  made  but  little  progress ;  but  a  fresh  breeze  sfH*ung 
up  on  the  ISth,  which  carried  us  into  the  harbour  of  Wrango^ 
a  few  miles  below  Gottenburgh,  We  w««  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  putting  in  here,  in  order  to  wait  for  a  Swedi^ 
convoy-ship  to  take  us  past  Norway :  the  Swedes  not  being 
without  suspicions  that  our  going  to  Iceland  was  merely  a 
pretence,  and  that  it  was  our  r^  intention  to  supply  the 
Norwe^ans  with  grain.  By  this  means  we  were  detained 
more  than  twelve  days ;  but  to  me  the  loss  was  amply  com* 
pensated,  by  the  opportunities  that  were  afforded  me  of  vi- 
«ting  my  friends  in  GoUenburgh,  Our  interviews  were 
short,  yet  highly  interesting,  and  tended  in  no  small  degree 
to  strengthen  t}K)ee  bonds  of  Christian  love,  which  no  length 
of  time  shall  ever  be  able  to  dissolve.  The  Bible  Society, 
which  had  been  formed  at  this  place,  towards  the  close  of 
the  former  year,  by  the  active  and  enlightened  zeal  of  tlie. 
late  Rev.  Dr  Brunmark,  was  going  on  prosperously :  only 
it  was  with  concern  I  learned  that  they  were  soon  to  lose 
one  of  their  valuable  secretaries,  my  dear  and  much  respect- 
ed  friend,  the  Rev.  Professor  Rosen,  who  was  about  to  enter 
on  a  living  to  which  he  had  lately  been  presented  in  the 
country. 

On  the  21st  we  left  the  Swedish  coast,  in  company  with 
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ft  large  fleet,  that  proceeded  under  the  same  convoy  to  the 
3ire6tward.  We  had  scarcely  got  dear  oiMa/rstrcmd  Castk^ 
when  it  blew  a  vudent  gale  of  wind,  which  lasted  several 
hours,  and  completely  dispersed  the  convoy.  It  was  suc- 
ceeded by  a  senes  of  calms,  in  which  we  had  ample  room 
for  the  exercise  of  patience ;  and  it  was  not  before  the  evei^ 
ing  of  the  80th,  that  we  descried  Fair  Ide^  and  the  eastern 
coast  of  Shetland.  We  entertained  the  fullest  expectation, 
of  being  able  the  same  night  to  pass,  what  the  seamai  call 
♦*  The  H<Je,-  i.  e.  between  the  islands  just  mentioned;  but 
the  Wind  veered  round  to  the  N.  W.  and  increased,  during 
the  night,  to  such  a  degree,  th(it  we  were  driven  back  to 
the  eastward  of  the  Orkneys.  The  sight  of  my  nadve  coun- 
try exdted  the  tenderest  emotions  in  my  mind,  and  nothing 
l>ut  the  importance  dl  the  mission  on  winch  I  was  proceed* 
ing,  coidd  have  reconciled  me  to  the  idea  of  passing  it  with^ 
out  paying  it  a  vidt. 

The  first  view  we  obtained  of  Iceland^  was  on  the  evening 
of  the  12th  of  July.  At  the  distance  of  forty  miles  we  could 
discover  some  of  the  Ice  Mountains,  towering  to  an  immense 
height  m  the  horizon,  surrounded  below  with  douds,  and 
completdy  cova:^  with  snow.  From  about  the  middle  <^ 
the  highest,  a  black  rugged  ridge  commenced,  which  coa- 
tinned  to  dip  gradually  towards  the  west,  till  it  was  inter- 
cepted by  two  small  conical  snow-capped  mountains,  that 
bore  the  most  perfect  resemblance  to  sugar  loaves.  When 
the  tediousness  of  the  voyage  is  taken  into  consideration,  an 
allowance  will  easily  be  made  for  my  i^taching  the  idea  of 
beauty  to  these  masses  of  perennial  snow,  notwithstanding 
the  revolting  presentiment  of  cold  which  necessarily  forced 
itself  into  my  mind.  The  weather  becoming  foggy,  we  lost 
sight  of  the  land  for  the  two  following  days ;  but  on  the 
morning  of  the  Idth,  we  descried  a  high  land  directly  a-head, 
and,  on  its  clearing  up  about  nine  o'clock,  we  were  happy 
to  find  we  had  made  the  south-west  extremity  of  the  island, 
or  Cape  ReyJciomesSy  which  it  was  necessary  for  us  to  pass, 
before  we  could  reach  Retfkiavik^  the  place  of  our  destina- 
^on.     On  the  left  we  had  the  EUd-eyar^  cwr  Fire  Islands; 
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fio  called  from  thar  having  been  thrown  up  at  different  pcN 
riods  by  the  agency  of  submarine  volcanoes.  They  consut 
entirely  of  barren  and  precipitous  rocks,  and  are  almoat  al- 
ways covered  with  sea^bwl,  on  which  account  the  Danish 
traders  have  given  them  the  name  of  Ftigleskierene,  Pass* 
ing  between  the  innermost  of  theee  rocks  and  the  Cape^ 
which  is  also  of  volcanic  origin,  and  presents  a  very  bold 
and  rugged  appearance,  we  were  rajndly  carried  by  the  tide 
into  the  Fax^  Fidrd,  *  and,  having  now  got  into  smooth 
water,  and  both  wind  and  current  being  in  our  favour,  the 
close  of  our  voyage  was  the  most  agreeable  thatcan  be  ima^ 
gined. 

As  we  sailed  along,  I  was  delighted  by  the  successiTe 
opening  of  the  creeks  and  bays  on  our  right,  and  especially 
the  discovery  of  Hqfnarfiordf  the  school  of  Bessastad,  the 
NesSy  and  other  places  in  the  vicinity  c^  Re^kiavik,  Ncnr 
was  my  curiosity  less  gratified  by  the  survey  of  the  Esian, 
AkkrUf  and  other  mountains  on  the  left  side  of  tlie  bay. 
Their  lofty  height,  the  beautiful  girdle  q£  olver  douds  that 
surrounded  them  considerably  below  the  top,  the  m^^gjnRc&it 
iqppearance  of  the  summit  above,  and  the  solemn  gloom 
which  covered  the  infericnr  regions :— all  conspired  to  impress 
the  mind  with  reverential  and  admirii^  ideas  pf  that  Power 
who  laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth,  and  at  whose  wrath 
the  mountains  tremble  and  shake.  About  eight  in  the  even* 
ing,  we  got  our  pilot  on  board,  when  a  number  of  reciprocal 
inquiries  took  place ;  and  a  little  past  ten  we  anchored  be- 
fore the  iovm  of  Reykiamk^  where  the  Danish  flag  was  dis- 
played from  the  tops  of  the  mercantile  houses,  in  hcmour  of 
our  arrivaL  The  first  act  of  kindness  shewn  us  by  the  na^ 
tives,  was  their  mounting  us  on  their  shoulders,  and  carry- 
ing us  ashore  from  the  boat  On  landing,  we  wa*e  met  by 
'  a  crowd  of  men,  women,  and  children,  who  filled  the  air 
with  the  exclamations,  "  Peace !  come  in  peace !  the  Lord 
bless  you  !^  &c.  salutations  that  were  at  once  calculated  to 
prepossess  a  stranger  in  favour  of  the  religious  disposition 

*  Fiord  8ig;iiito  a  bay  «r  fiith. 
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pt  the  Icelandars.  At  the  head  of  the  beach  we  were  met 
by  the  superior  class  oi  the  inhaintants^  by  whom  we  were 
welcomed  to  the  idand,  and  among  whom  I  was  happy  to 
recognise  some  of  my  own  countrymen.  We  then  proceed- 
ed to  the  house  of  Mr  Enudsen,  the  partner  of  Mr  Petraeus, 
where  we  made  an  excellent  supper  on  fresh  salmon,  and 
returned  on  board  about  one  o^clock  in  the  morning. 

The  day  afler  my  arrival  was  principally  occujned  in 
getting  my  luggage  ashore  from  the  vessel,  and  paying  my 
respects  to  the  Right  Rev.  the  Bishop  of  Iceland,  His  £x- 
cell^cy  the  GovemcH*,  the  Landfoged,  and  others,  who,  in 
the  warmest  terms,  ex][M*e88ed  their  approbation  oi,  the  object 
I  had  in  view,  in  visiting  the  island*  The  bishop  in  par- 
ticular, to  whom  I  was  favoured  with  a  letter  of  introduction 
from  the  Right  Rev.  the  Bishop  of  Zeldand,  testified  his 
conviction  of  the  great  good  that  would  result  from  the  pre- 
sent instance  of  fori^gn  benevolence ;  confirmed  the  accounts 
that  had  already  been  received  by  the  Bible  Society,  respect* 
ing  the  extreme  want  of  the  fimptures  on  the  island;  de- 
clared how  sensible  he  was  of  the  obligations  under  which 
his  countrymen  lay  to  thdr  sjnritual  benefactors ;  and  kindly 
pn»aiised  to  render  me  every  assistance  in  his  power,  towards 
fadlxtating  the  attainment  of  my  object. 

Rmfkiwaiky  which,  about  fifty  years  ago,  con^sted  merely 
of  a  few  houses,  has  latdiy  risen  into  some  notice,  having 
become  'the  residence  of  the  governor,  the  Episcopal  see,  the 
seat  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature,  and  the  principal 
mercantile  static^  on  the  island.  It  is  situated  on  the  south 
ade  of  a  oonnderable  inlet  of  the  Fax^  Fiord,  upon  a  low 
mardiy  ground,  between  two  eminences  that  are  partially 
covered  with  grass,  and  studded  with  a  number  of  small 
cottages.  It  consists  of  two  streets,  the  longer  of  which, 
built  only  on  the  one  side,  stretdies  along  the  dbore,  and 
is  entirely  occupied  by  the  merchants:  the  other,  which 
strikes  off  at  the  west  end  of  the  town,  and  runs  almost  in  a 
dhrect  line  back  to  the  margin  a£  a  small  lake,  contains  the 
houses  of  the  Bishop,  Landf(^ed,  and  others  not  immediately 
engaged  in  trade.    About  the  middle  of  this  street^  on  the 
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east  side,  lies  the  public  burying-ground,  wfaidi  is  neatly  en- 
cloi^ed  with  a  new  earthen  wall,  and  has  two  gates,  one  to  the 
street,  and  the  other  at  the  south-east  comer  opposite  to  the 
church.     At  the  east  end  of  the  town,  behind  the  range  of 
houses  along  the  beach,  and  in  a  parallel  line  with  them,  are 
the  bouses  of  the  Governor,  and  Syssehnand ;  and  a  little 
behind  these,  to  the  south-west,  is  the  church,  which  stands 
by  itself,  on  a  gentle  rise  of  the  green,  occupying  the  space 
between  the  town  and  the  lake.     It  is  a  heavy  building  of 
stone,  and  might  make  a  commodious  place  of  worship,  were 
it  not  that  the  roof,  which  is  covered  with  red  tiles,  is  sadly 
out  of  repair,  and  it  is  not  without  dangar  that  the  congre* 
gation  assemble  in  it  in  stormy  weather.  On  the  riang  ground 
at  the  end  of  the  govemor^'s  house,  from  whidi  it  is  separated 
by  a  small  rivulet,  lies  the  house  of  correction,  a  large  white^ 
washed  stone  building,  whidi,  at  a  distance,  has  the  most  re- 
spectable appearance  of  any  about  the  place.    The  dwelling- 
houses,  with  two  exceptions,  are  all  constructed  of  wood  in 
the  Norw^ian  fa^on,  and  have  genially  a  storehouse  or 
two,  and  a  small  garden  attached  td  them.     On  the  hei^^ 
to  the  west  is  the  observatory,  a  small  building  of  wood ;  and 
on  the  summit  of  the  opposite  eminence  stands  the  school 
monument,  which  the  students  have  raised  with  much  pains 
from  the  calcined  stones  in  the  vicinity.    At  a  short  distance 
in  the  bay,  are  several  small  islands,  the  principal  of  which 
is  Videi/f  which,  on  account  of  its  agreeable  situation,  the 
richness  of  its  pasture,  and  the  number  of  eider-ducks  that 
annually  frequent  it,  is  reckoned  superior  to  any  other  spot 
in  the  southern  parts  of  the  island.     It  was  formerly  famous 
for  its  monastery,  founded  in  the  year  12S6,  but  belongs  at 
present  to  the  crown,  and  b  occupied  by  Chief  Justice  Ste- 
phenson.    In  many  places  it  rests  on  beautiful  pillars  of 
basaltic  lava,  which,  in  conjunction  with  the  crater  a  httle  to 
the  west  of  the  houses,  leaves  no  room  to  doubt  of  its  having 
been  thrown  up  by  a  submarine  volcano.     Similar  a]Fq)ear- 
ances  are  visible  on  the  oppomte  coast  near  Reykiavik,  where 
are  also  some  hot  springs,  from  which  the  bay  most  pro-: 
bably  derives  its  name. 
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It  is  laHher  a  strUdng  ctMiidkleiice,  tMt  thfe  Capital  of  Ice- 
land dimdd,  as  it  were^  by  Hiere  accidait,  hiq^n  to  be  built 
OB  the  very  spoft  where  Ingolf,  the  first  of  the  N<HHiregiaa 
raaaiffwats  that  a^ed  or  the  island,  fixed  his  habitatioit 
•  In  confinnmty  to  a  auperatitioiis  practice  common  in  those 
dv^  that  adventurer,  on  approadikig  the  eastern  <oast^ 
^lew  the  princ^  wooden  {Hilars  of  his  former  habitation 
into  the  sea,  vowing  he  would  settle  wherev^  they  were  cast 
«n  shore.  After  smne  time,  his  slaves,  whom  he  sent  in 
aearch  t£  Aem,  fisund  them  driven  up  at  this  place,  and  In- 
gci£y  true  to  his  vow,  fixed  his  abode  at  Meykiaviky  though 
reproached  by  his  own  slaves  for  f»neferring  so  rugged  and 
barren  a  ipot  to  the  fine  districts  they  had  passed  on  theif 
way  from  the  east  * 

On  the  17th  I  rode,  in  company  with  my  friend  Mt  Pc« 
tnnia,  to  Gardi^  the  re^dence  of  the  very  Rev.  Marcus 
MagnussoD,  the  archdeacon  of  Iceland,  and  dean  of  Guld«* 
hrh^  and  Kiosar  Syss^  In  our  way  we  fell  in  with  the 
first  effiscts  I  had  seen  of  subterraneous  fire-^-ii  tiract  of  lava^ 
nigged  and  wild,  which,  at  first  sight,  threatened  to  put  a 
stop  to  our  journey.  To  whatever  side  we  turned,  nothing 
presented  itsdf  to  our  view  but  the  dismal  ruins  of  moun-^ 
tains,  which  have  been  so  completely  convulsed  by  the  reci- 
pncal  oonlention  of  the  elanents  b^ieath^  that,  after  having 
emitted  imnu^iyf^  quantities  of  lava,  their  foundations  have 
given  way,  and  the  whole  structure  has  fallea  in,  and  oonti'. 
nued  to  bum  till  the  more  fusible  parts  w^re  entirely  cal- 
cined Lai^  masses  of  rock,  which  one  would  scarcely 
suppoae  had  been  affected  by  fire,  lie  intermingled  with  the 
^lava,  which  has  burned  with  the  most  dreadful  violence. 
These  ruins  Bxe  scattered  in  every  direction,  and  assume  the 
most  forbidding  and  gloomy  aspect  Having  gained  the 
summit  of  the  hill  to  the  we^  of  the  lava,  a  more  agreeable 
proqiect  presented  itself.  GardJ,  fhrni  which  this  lava  takes 
the  name  of  Gardi^aun^f  lay  directly  before  us;  and,  h 

"  Landn&inabok.    Part  I.  cap.  6,  7*  S. 

•f  Ifrautty  pnmounced  Hroyn^  is  the  Icelandic  for  lava,  and  piopeity  s^i« 
fte«  a  iQug^  and  nigged  tract  formed  by  mdtlngL  tt  predpitation. 
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little  to  the  right,  the  narrow  peninsula  of  AlfUmess^  whicit 
juts  out  into  the  H(^nc^rfiord^  and  is  adorned  with  the  church 
and  school  of  Bessastad,  and  a  number  of  beautiful  cottages. 
Besides  the  church,  a  pretty  large  building  of  Wood,  Gardi 
consists  of  several  small  houses,  most  of  which  are  occupied 
by  the  archdeacon.  On  our  arrival^  he  met  us  at  the  door^ 
and  gave  us  a  welcome  reception.  After  some  desultory 
conversation,  we  came  to  the  subject  of  the  Scriptures ;  and 
I  was  happy  to  be  informed,  that  the  copies  of  the  New 
Testament  that  had  been  sent  him  in  1812,  had  soon  been 
disposed  of,  and  that  the  desire  of  obtaining  them  was  at 
last  so  keen,  that  the  pea^nts  would  have  paid  double  the 
price,  if  it  had  only  been  in  their  power  to  obtain  them.  He 
produced  a  specimen  of  the  high  estimation  in  which  the 
Divine  oracles  are  held  by  the  loeland^^  and  the  assidui^ 
with  which  they  apply  to  the  study  of  them«  It  was  a  copy 
of  the  Bible  in  folio,  a  great  part  of  which  had  been  devoured 
by  the  tooth  of  time ;  but  the  defective  pages  had  all  been 
replaced,  and  the  text  supplied  in  the  most  accurate  man- 
ner. The  hand-writing  was  such  as  would  do  honour  to 
any  writing-master  in  Europe.  On  my  putting  the  ques- 
tion, whether  it  had  not  been  written  by  a  clergyman,  or 
some  other  person  in  a  public  capacity,  I  was  told,  to  my  no 
small  surprise,  that  it  had  been  done  by  a  common  peasant, 
and  that  such  instances  of  elegant  penmanship  are  by  no 
means  unccmimcHi  in  Iceland. 

Having  received,  from  the  archdeacon,  repeated  assurances 
of  assistance  in  the  prosecution  of  my  object,  we  left  Gardif 
and  rode  over  a  rough  stream  of  lava  to  Hqfharfiordy  which 
is  situated  on  the  north  side  <^  the  bay  of  the  same  name, 
and  near  its  termination.  Just  before  commg  to  the  har- 
bour, as  we  were  scrambling  over  the  ^arp  crusts  of  the 
broken  bubbles  p{  lava,  some  of  which  were  upwards  of  fif- 
teen feet  in  height,  I  received  peculiar  gratification  from  the 
sight  of  a  small  hamlet  neatly  built  of  lava,  and  a  garden  in 
full  verdure,  which  lay  in  the  heart  of  one  of  these.  This 
spot  is  completely  sheltered  from  wintry  blasts  by  the  lofty 
walls  formed  by  the  surrounding  crust,  and  has  a  fine  soutb- 
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em  exposure.  The  scen^  was  strikingly  grotesque ;  and 
the  coQtiBSt  between  the  verdure  and  r^ularity  observable 
in  the  gard^i,  and  the  blackness  and  distorted  forms  of  the 
lava,  was  inimitably  grand.  Hqfharfiord  consists  only  of 
two  mercantile  houses,  with  their  store-houses,  and  a  few 
cottages  inhabited  by  the  working  people.  It  is,  however^ 
remarkaUe,  on  account  of  its  dry  dock,  which  owes  its  erec^ 
tion  to  the  enterprinng  qarit  df  Mr  Sivertsen,  and  is  the 
only  thing  of  the  kind  on  the  island.  We  were  here  kindly 
received  by  that  gentleman,  who  is  already  known  to  the 
firieDds  <^the  Bible  Sodety  by  the  share  he  took  in  the  dis* 
tnbution  and  sale  of  the  New  Testaments  sent  over  in  1812. 
On  our  return  to  Retfkiofvik^  the  way  led  us  through  a  tract 
of  the  lava  still  more  horrific  than  that  described  above.  The 
road,  which  in  most  places  did  not  exceed  the  breadth  of  an 
ordmary  foot-path,  was  so  filled  with  sharp-pointed  pieces  of 
lava,  that  our  poor  horses  could  only  proceed  by  cautiously 
atepjMng  over  one  stone  after  another ;  and  every  now  and 
th^  we  weate  annoyed  by  large  masses  jutting  out  from  the 
odes,  which  threatened  to  lacerate  our  feet,  <»*,  if  we  were 
off  our  guard,  to  precipitate  us  from  our  horsey.  Besides 
melted  masses,  resembling  those  on  the  other  side  of  the 
tract,  we  encountered  large  and  dangerous  chasms,  betwe^i 
which,  at  times,  there  was  scarcdy  sufficient  space  left  for 
our  horses  to  JMSS.  The  gloom  of  night  added  to  the  Ikn:- 
rors  cf  the  scene,  and  it  was  not  without  the  most  powerful 
apprehension  of  danger  that  we  reached  the  q>poBite  side  ci 
die  tract  We  arrived  in  town  about  one  o^clock  in  the 
morning. 

On  my  arrival  in  Iceland,  it  was  with  deep  regret  I 
Jeamed,  that  the  most  fiivouraUe  oj^rtunity  for  the  distri- 
bution of  the  Bibl^  and  New  Testaments  this  season  was 
ineetiievaUy  lost  Had  I  come  a  month  sooner,  I  should 
have  arrived  in  the  very  middle  of  what  is  called  the  Ham* 
dds4idy  or  period  of  traffic,  when  seyeral  hundredsof  the 
inhabitants  repair  to  this  place  from  all  quarters  of  the  island^ 
and  barter  their  home  productions  for  fcneign  commodities, 
and  articles  of  neoeisiMU*y  use  for  the  winter.   They  had  now 
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jtH  returned  to  their  respective  abodes,  litid  thei'ejHras  nd 
other  way  of  acquainting  them  with  the  supply  that  had  ar- 
rived,  except  by  sending  an  express  to  the  different  comers, 
br  travelling  myself  around  the  coast     The  latter  mode  I 
preferred,  on  various  accounts,  as  I  sbduld  thereby  have  it 
in  my  power  to  ascertain  the  actual  wants  of  the  people  in  a 
spiritual  point  of  view ;  leate  copies  as  i^)ecimens  on  pass- 
ing along ;  visit  the  different  sea^-ports,  to  which  copies  <^ 
the  Scriptures  had  been  forwarded  from  Copenhagen,  and 
make  the  necessary  arrangements  with  the  merchants  and 
others  for  their  circulation  in  the  vicinity ;  and  especially,  as 
there  was  reason  to  hope,  that,  by  the  blessing  of  God  on 
Iny  conversadon  with  such  ai  the  clergy  as  should  fall  in  mj 
way,  I  mi^t  be  the  humble  instrument  of  stirrag  them  up 
to  greater  diligence  and  zeal  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  by 
informing  them  of  the  present  appearances  with  respect  to 
religion  abroad,  the  lively  interest  which  Christians  of  all 
denominaticms  take  in  its  diffu^on^  and  the  energetic  and 
successful  means  employed  by  them  for  that  purpose.    Their 
entire  exclusion,  by  invincible  local  circumstances,  from  al^^ 
most  all  access  to  the  sources  of  religious  intelligence,  has  a 
necessary  tendency  to  mgender  a  partial  coldness  and  in- 
difference about  the  common  interests  of  the  gospel,  and  to 
render  this  part  of  the  vineyard  of  Christ  which  they  oc-^ 
cupy,  frigid  and  barren  as  the  island  they  inhabit     A  visit 
from  a  stranger,  especially  one  who  travelled  among  them 
with  the  end  I  had  in  view,  would,  it  was  presumed,  excite 
a  more  lively  concern  about  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  thus 
contribute  to  advance  the  cause  of  pure  and  undefiled  reli« 
gicm. 

My  journey  being  therefore  determined  on,  it  now  be- 
came a  question,  whether  I  ought  to  proceed  directly  across 
the  desert  and  uninhabited  tract  in  the  interior,  to  the  north- 
cm  parts  of  the  island,  and  then  pursue  my  route  along  the 
coast,  back  to  this  place ;  or  visit  the  coast  first,  and  then 
return  across  the  mountains.  After  ccmsulting  my  friends, 
and  maturely  wdghing  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of 
the  different  routes,  I  was  induced  tp  adopt  the  former, 
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chiefljr  fitmi  the  considefatioti^  that  Captain  Von  Scheel,  * 
one  <tf  the  Danish  officers  empbyed  in  suireyteg  the  coasts, 
was  to  proceed  in  that  direction  in  the  course  of  a  few  days, 
and  that  I  would  deriye  much  valuable  information  and  ad- 
vice from  him  relative  to  a  variety  of  subjects  with  which  I 
was  necessarily  unacquunted.  On  my  communicating  my 
wishes  to  that  geiitleman,  he  very  kindly  expressed  his  hap^ 
pness  in  having  me  for  a  companion,  and  we  accorc&ngly 
fixed  on  the  £5th  as  the  day  of  onr  departure. 

The  intermediate  days  were  taken  up  in  making  the  ne- 
cessary preparations,  and  adopting  certain  measures  for  the 
circulation  of  the  Scriptures  in  the  southern  districts  during 
my  absence.  Traveling  in  Iceland  is  attended  with  much 
more  trouble  and  difficulty  than  in  any  other  part  of  Eu- 
rope. Here  there  is  neither  coach  nor  curride,  cart  nor 
waggon,  for  the  conveyance  of  one'^s  person  and  bagggage. 
Every  thing  is  carried  on  horseback.  The  first  thing,  there- 
fore, that  a  traveller  has  to  think  of,  is  the  procuring  of 
horses,  which  he  may  either  hire  or  purchase ;  but  the  lat- 
ter mode  is  preferable,^  as  in  that  case  he  has  them  more  at 
his  command;  and  it  is  also  attended  with  less  expense, 
especially  if  the  journey  be  of  any  length.  The  common 
horses,  called  by  the  natives  puJ^  or  MiftahMtar,  i.  e.  horses 
of  burden,  are  at  present  sold  for  twenty-five  or  thirty  shil- 
lings; and  a  good  riding  horse,  (Icel.  ridJu^)  costs  up- 
wards of  five  pounds  sterling.  They  are  in  g^ieral  from 
thirteen  to  fourteen  hands  high,  strongly  made,  lively,  per* 
severing,  and  carry  from  sixteen  to  twenty  stones  weight, 
the  distance  of  a  Thingma7mdletd^'\'  every  day.  In  break- 
mg  such  as  they  design  for  the  saddle,  the  natives  make  it 
their  grand  object  to  inure  them  to  a  short  easy  amble,  at 
which  many  of  them  advance  with  almost  incredible  swift- 
ness. As  there  are  no  inns  on  the  island,  the  traveller  must 
also  provide  himself  with  a  tent,  which  is  the  more  necessary 

*  Now  Major,  and  Knight  of  the  Dannebrog. 

f  A  Thtttgnumnaleld  is  the  distance  the  natives  were  accustomed  to  travel 
each  day  when  they  rode  to  the  AWtmgy  or  General  Assembly,  and  makes  at 
aa  average  twenty-five  British  miles. 
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on  account  of  the  deserts  he  has  sometuoes  fo  tiaverse^  and 
even  at  the  farms  he  will  prefa*  it  to  the  best  accommoda* 
tiona  that  may  be  offered  him.  A  good  experienced  F^gi- 
madvy  or  guide,  is  the  next  requisite,  and,  if  the  cavalcade 
be  krge,  a  Le9taimadr  to  take  care  of  the  horses  and  bag^ 
gage  is  equally  necessary.  Travelling  chests  most  also  be 
procured,  together  urith  povidkms,  and  small  money,  with 
which  to  reward  any  trivial  services  that  may  be  shewn  by 
the  peasants.  For  those  who  penetrate  into  the  interior,  & 
compass  is  indispensable,  as  they  are  apt  to  get  bewildered 
in  snowy  or  foggy  weather ;  and  if  they  do  not  keep  in  the 
proper  directioii,  may  ea«ly  wander  into  deserts,  where  both 
themselves  and  their  horses  must  perish  with  hunger. 

On  the  34th,  whidi  was  the  Lord'^s  day^  I  attended  W€tr- 
ship  in  the  Cathedral  The  service  was  begun  by  the  Arcb- 
deacon,  who  had  come  to  town  on  purpose  to  place  a  new 
minister.  After  finishing  the  liturgical  Iservice  at  the  altar, 
he  ascended  the  pulpit  and  pronounced  a  dbert  prayer^  and 
then  read  the  gospel  for  the  day,  on  which  he  also  founded 
his  discourse.  As  it  was  the  first  Icelandic  sermon  I  had 
ever  heard,  it  was  not  to  be  ^Lpected  I  should  understand 
every  word.  Indeed,  there  were  almost  whole  sentences,  in 
which,  to  bprrow  the  language  of  the  AposUe,  we  were  bar- 
barians to  one  another ;  yet,  having  gained  some  knowledge 
of  the  Icelandic  beforehand,  and  being  acquainted  with  its 
kindred  dialects,  the  Swedish  and  Danish,  I  could  easily 
collect  the  scope  and  substance  (£  his  discoiurse,^  and,  firom 
its  general  tenor,  do  not  hesitate  to  pnmounce  it  strictly 
evangelical.  Towards  the  dose,  he  gave  a  summary  view 
of  the  means  by  which  the  gospel  has  been  propagated,  from 
the  time  it  b^^  to  be  spok^  by  the  Lord  Jesus  and  his 
Apostles,  down  to  the  present  day ;  and,  by  a  noUe  proso- 
pcqpceia,  reminded  Iceland  of  the  ridi  share  she  had  enjoyed 
of  this  blesang,  and  the  responsibility  she  lay  under  for  the 
use  of  her  mercies.  In  particular,  he  called  the  attention  of 
the  inhabitants  o(  Reykiavik  to  the  privileges  which  had 
been  bestowed  upon  them  in  this  respect ;  but  added,  that 
it  was  a  lamentable  but  notorious  fact,  that  their  d^;eneracy 
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se^oied  to  keep  pace  with  the  excelleiK^  of  the  ministers  that 
were  sent  to  labour  anumg  them.  He  then  proceeded  to 
place  the  minister,  whidi  he  did  by  simply  stating  his  pre- 
sentation by  the  King  of  Denmark,  and  exhcnrting  both  him 
and  the  congr^ation  to  the  diacl^ge  of  the  duties  they 
mutually  owed  each  other.  After  sermon,  the  Rev.  Ame 
He^^son,  who  .had  been  ptes^it^  to  the  hving,  went  to 
the  aitar»  und  three  ^emates  stqiped  forward  and  kndt,  in 
order  to j^eoeiire  the  saqrament  The  oelebxatioi^  of  thi^  rite 
lx>mmeii^  by  tb^  dei^gyman^s  chantii^  the  LonTs  pniyer, 
and  the  wocds^  of  th^  institution ; ,  after  which,  the  choristers 
filing  a  stfcraineiital  hymp,  az¥i  the  ccnumiuu^anta  wereferved 
at  the  aaoie  time  iiith  tbeeleip^ts-  .  Several  shcirt  prayers 
weire  thm  repeated,  to  which  .roaponses  were  ^ven  by  the 
^shoriaters ;  and  the  strvicfi  ccqiicluded  with  the  singing  of  a 
jaadiB,  and  the  eminciatioii  c^  the  levitical  benedi^don. 

The  worship  was  well  attended,  and  would  have  had  a 
BMKt  aolemn  effect,  had  it  not  been  for  the  crying  of  young 
children,  who  were  allowed  to  remain,  to  the  great  annoy^ 
ance  c£  the  congregation. 
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Leave  ReyTdavikfbr  ike  North — Mode  ofTraveB^nff^^Mo^s- 
Jell  Churdh — Skdlabrecka — Mode  cfSaluiaHon  in  Iceland 
— HospttcdUy — Description  of  Icdandic  Tents — Dreads 
Jvl  Fissure  of  AlmcmnagiA — ThmgvaBa  Chuirdi — Seed 
of  the  Ancient  Court  of  Justiice — TrcKt  of  Lava — Fissure 
ofHrqfhagiA — Hot  springs  of  LaugarvaUa — The  Gey* 
sers — Haukadat-^Ari  the  Learned — Remarkabk  instance 
of  Intelligence  in  a  GirU^WhUe  River— White  River 
Lake — Desert— Ice  Mountains — VaUey  of  Eyc^fiord— 
Group  of  Icelanders  reading  ike  New  Testament— Fac^ 
tory  of  Akwreyri—Waifd  qfBiUeSj  and  anxiety  to  cbtakn 
them-^Visit  to  ike  Sheriff^ at  Kiame—Fenude  Library—' 
Domestic  Worship. 

A.T  an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  the  S6th  of  July,  I 
b^an  to  pack  up  my  baggage,  and  make  the  final  prepara- 
tions for  my  departure  to  the  north.      The  horses  being 
caught,  my  servant  proceeded  to  load  them,  wliich  was  ac- 
complished in  the  following  manner.     Large  square  pieces 
of  a  thin  fibrous  turf  were  laid  on  the  horses  backs,  above 
which  was  placed  a  Jdnd  of  wocklen  saddle,  called,  in  Ice- 
landic, klifberif  that  served  the  double  purpose  of  keeping 
the  turf  together,  and  supporting  the  baggage,  which  was 
suspended  on  two  wooden  p^,  fixed  one  on  each  side  d 
the  saddle.  The  whole  was  fastened  by  means  of  two  leathern 
thongs  that  went  round  the  belly  of  the  horse.    Having  par- 
taken of  an  excellrat  breakfast  at  the  Sysselmand^s,  we  sent 
the  baggage  on  before  us  ;  and,  bidding  adieu  to  our  friends 
in  Reykiavik,  we  set  ofi*  about  twelve  o^clock,  accompanied 
by  Mr  Edmund  Hodgson,  a  gentleman  from  England,  and 
Mr  Vidalin,  one  of  the  Bishop^s  sons,  who  intended  to  pro- 
ceed with  us  as  far  as  the  Geysers.     Mr  £nudsen  also  con- 
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liueted  us  to  the  Lcuoii^  or  Salmon  lUver,  *  which  falls  into 
the  bay  about  four  miles  to  the  east  of  Rej/Jdavik,  and 
abounds  in  the  excdknt  spedesof  fish  from  which  it  derives 
its  name.  A  little  farther  on,  we  fell  in  with  our  baggage, 
and  eould  not  help  smiling  at  the  striking  resemblance  our 
whole  company  bore  to  a  band  of  tinkers.  However,  I  was 
soon  reconciled  to  the  mode4df  travelling,  on  discovering 
that  it  was  quite  oriental,  and  idmost  fimcied  myself  in  the 
midst  of  4m  .A^rabian  caravan.  In  fact,  there  exist  so  many 
ooincidencies  between  the  natural^tqppearances  of  this  island, 
together  with  the  manners  ^nd  customs  of  its  inhabitants, 
and  what  is  to  be  met  with  in  the  East,  that  I  must  claim 
some  indulgence  from  the,  reader,  if  I  should  occasionally 
allude  to  them,  espeoaUy  as  they  tend  to  throw  light  on 
many  passages  ^of  ScriptiNce.'  Our  horses  formed  a  pretty 
large  cavalcade,  amounting  to  not  less  than  eighteen  in  num- 
ber. The  first  was  led  by  one  of  the  servants ;  and  the  rest 
were  tied  to  each  other  in  a  line,  by  means  of  a  card  of  hair 
fastened  to  the  tail  of  the  one  that  went  before,  and  tied 
rdund  the  under  jaw  c^  the  one  that  followed.  Owing  tp 
this  mode  of  leading  them^  it  is  of  importance  to  have  horses 
that  ave  accustomed  to  it,  otherwise  they  are  sure  to  drag 
behind,  iuid.  when  any  of  those  that  go  before  happen  to  leap 
over  a  torrent,  or  b^n  to  trot,  the  unbroken  ones  are  taken 
by  sui|yrise,  heave  up  their  heads,  and  generally  break  the 
rein.  In  tkin  case,  if  your  servant  ~ 
son  brii^  up  the  rear,  you  may  p 
wiibout  discovering  that  .the  half  of 
ing.  The  Arabs  have  an  effecti 
i^ainst'this  inconvemence^  by  fixin, 
neck  pf  the  4ast  camel  in  the  xpw. 

are  suffered  to  go  loose»  in  whiph  case  .they  are  driven  b^ore 
thetravellers^  and,  should  anyof  them^tcay  from  tbe^Wtth, 
a  certain  call  from  the  guide  is  suffident  to  bring  thorn  back. 
.The  first  part  of  the  road  was  by  no  means  calculated  to 

*  Thit  mer  u  othenHw  called  &e  HeUard^  or  Csrerooiu  Biver,  from  thp 
Bnmeooua  holes  in  the  lava  that  fozins  its  bed. 
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inspire  us  Mrith  very  favouraUe  ideas  of  the  country ;  for 
little  else  appeared  around  us  but  vast  fields  of  stones  and 
cbmminuted  lava.  On  the  left  hand^  at  no  great  distance, 
we  had  the  continuation  of  the  Esiim  mountains,  the  western 
extreinities  of  which  face  Reykiavik ;  and  A  little  before  ua, 
on  the  same  side,  lay  the  SkdlufidU^  whose  three  pyiumidie 
tops  were  towering  high  above  the  clouds.  About  M  m 
■the  evening  we  arrived  at  Mossf^^  whiich  stsmds  on  Aii  emi- 
nence, and  commands  an  ^extensive,  though  rather  bdri^^ 
prospect.  The  church  is  built  of  Wood,  has  a  cottt  of  €Urf 
around  the  sides,  itnd  the  roof  consbtis  of  the  same  material. 
It  has  only  two  small  windows  at  the  east  end,  And  «  sky- 
light to  the  south ;  and  the  whole  structure  does  not  exceed 
thirteen  feet  in  lengthy  by  nine  in  breadth.  We  did  not 
at  home ;  but  his  mfe  treated  us  with 
n,  and  we  were  ^pite  delighted  with  thfl 
y  with  whieh  she  perfemled  the  rites  t^ 

,  we  entered  a  ibdiir,  wbidi,  from  #est 
in  in  which  we  travelled,  wbs  CertiUttty 
^  2en  miles.'  Ttie  tide  was  dreary  in  the 
extreme.  '  Por  mare  than  five  hours  We  did  not  see  a  mngte 
house,  or  indeed  any  livbg  creature,  excejiting  a  ffew  jgbldeii 
plovers,  which,  from  their  melancholy  Warble,  diily  added  to 
the  gloominess  of  the  scenery.  At  midnight  we  reached  the 
Western  margin  of  the  Thingvalla  Lake,  attd  stepped  at  a 
kmall  cottage  called  Sk&labrecTca.  All,  of  course,  was  shut ; 
but  we  followed  CapUun  Von  Scheel,  who  scafed  thfe  wa&^ 
and  each  of  us  endeavoured  to  find  some  window  o^  holem 
the  roof,  through  which  we  might  rouse  some  of  the  inlut- 
bitants.  It  was  not,  however,  till  the  Captain  had  fcmed 
open  one  of  the  doors,  and  called  as  loud  as  he  Was  able^ 
that  we  effected  our  purpose.  The  salutation  he  made  use 
of  was,  Her  se  Gudy  "May  God  be  in  this  place  f"^  which, 
after  he  had  repeated  it  near  a  dozen  of  times,  was  answered 
with  Drottmn  Uessa  (hik^  «  The  Lord  bless  thee.''  My 
imagination  led  me  instantly  to  the  field  of  Boaz,  Ruth  ii.  4 ; 
i6imd  I  felt  all  the  force  of  our  Saviour's  injunction :  <<  When 
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je  eat&t  the  home,  Mbtte  it;  and  if  the  home  be  irorthj, 
let  your  peace  oone  ufKiii  it,"*  Matth.  x*  IS^  IS.  The  com* 
mcM  ealutatkms  of  the  Icebnden  are  most  pdpably  oriental 
0»  neetiii^  a  person,  you  iHol  him  with  Sai  vertU,  «4iich 
auiecty  ixmes^efsk^  to  the  Hebt^w  SSkahtm  Uuilu;  or  the 
AMlrie  iSSstom  cMc:  lieitb^r  ^  wUch  (^idfy  ^  peaee,"^  in 
ike  eoeidentail  Bense  of  the  word,  but  ^  t  wish  thee  happineaii 
er  pniBperity.^  It  wwUl  appeaiv  from  fh^  Blldl^  that  tha 
aneieiit  S^antfiiiavianft  luted  /MS  inst^  of  aSMI,  whence^ 
thm^  Ib^  me^Kite  of  the^  Anglo^SltMn,  Mi^  EagiiBh 
^  hafl,'^  ^irMeh  occurs  aea«ahitatiG»  in  ratoyparid^flhe 

Wheliyoii'4Stoet  the  head «^a family,  yoU'itdrit  pre^nrily 
tDhtfl^OHlaBdiat^ar^ili^  htthoUs^  (sle^l  Sam.  ixanr.  0.); 
aiM)^  M  Wm|  Ihem,  jovl  9$y,  gei^hdilMdi^  *^Miif 
yott  i«Mu&  hi «e^  peace  i^Gbd  ;^  whidh 'is  il^turfied  widi> 
GiMfr  jrVM  «N^  medydt^  *^  The  peAce«#  6o4  bfe  withyou.? 
BoHii-M  taMfth^  and  partnigv  a&^  altec^nate^  Idas  on  tine 
WMidH  t^ithbW  diMiMiidtt  of  itAky  i^>oy^'eex,  k  tha  oi^ 
iMb^^aiJc^atioti  Icnown  Hi-|eel$oEdj  esifdept^  Mmi^tet  a 
th^  iii*wflii^  ▼kmil^  ^  tftife  fm^torieB,  whefei'the'^dimnutti 
I^fidnider  «dbM  a  fymgnet  whom  he^i^t^UKUaa^liur  supe- 
rior, l^jdadng  bi^  right-hand  oii  his  motitlt>0pt  left  bfttot^ 
atti  Am»  Mdua^'a  d^ep  bow.  When  yati>iffit  ai  ftanil^  in 
Toeteriy  y<oi^4irast  salute  them  ti^eorMg  to  tbeii- 4geT4|n^ 
rad^  hefpnAag  with  the  Kghest,  ami  descendingy  <iut»a- 
ti^t^yowUestjudgto^t,  to  the  Idwtel^t,  not :evw>e:!|ceiil. 
4iig  4le*aerf«nto:  but,<m  tiddng  leave,  this  order  kooBK 
itod^ieftfaed;  the  Bahitationi&  first  tendered  to  theses. 
^anilBi  llwii  to  the  cUIdren,  and,  lastof  aO^  to  di^  misttess 
^Vbiateroflhefiiniily.  ^ 

•  j»  % 

*  Both  cifim'nn)nii  sdllused  in  Swedish  poetiy,  as  in  the  beautiiul  hymn 
of  HammaEBluild,  (m  the  Shepherds  at  Bethlehem  s 

*^  J7eff,  tdU  dig  Mesnas,  Da  qmdares  dost ! 
Sam  er  det  at  hua  Din  hild  i  sit  broet 
Bttt  hdBg*  Damn  pa  tin  tnnga."  t 

f  PoeHOsa  muHer.    Stockhdm,  1613. 
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The  ranoteness  of  the  deeping  apartment,  which  lay  al 
the  iimer  end  of  a  longoforrow  passage,  ^xniid  not  but  racier 
it  difficult  for  the  people  to  hear  us;  however,  they  soon 
began  to  make  thor  i^pearaace;  and,  ioatead  of  looking 
sulky,  or  gmmblii^  at  us  for  having  disturbed  them  in 
their  soundest  repose,  they  maoifesled  the  utmost  willing 
ness  to  s^re  us;  and  assisted  us  in  imloadmg  the  hocsfs^ 
and  hxmag  our  tents,  which  we  pitched  close  /to  the  lake* 
The  IceUmdic  tents  pretty  much  zes^aable  .th<^  of  the  Be- 
doween  Arabs,  and  are  erected  i^  the  fioUqwing  maonar: 
Two  poles,  of  fixNn  fiv^  to  six  feet  in  length,  ane  situck  last 
in  the  ^pround,  at  the  distanoe  of  sey^  or  &f^t  feet,  .and 
joiiied  tpgeU)er  at  the  4jop  hj  a  thiid  pole,  over  which  the 
euntain^  conmstng.  of  white  wadoi^  or  ooarse  wpoUen  doth^ 
is^ spread,  and  braice^  tight- by  n^0aa»oC  c^ids  JStfteqed  to 
the  eagres,  and  tieii  at  U>e  other  <end  to  hooked  woodeQ  pii^ 
which  are  dfiven.into  the  gQ0mid..at  djlfeignt , digtai?r<« 
round  the  t^nii*  )The  flaps  are  provided  ^^vith  ^m^  hole$ 
iMj#iiBd  th^  bocder,  iand  are  faslwed  dose  tfk  the.gno^^  in 
^  saiiie  manner^,  exo^t  at  the  one  e»d^  where  a  fanall  pi^oe 
is  left  locwe  |o  serve  the  purpose  of  a  door.  In  these  tc^ 
ahe  nabvecfiive  several  weeks  on  the  moCintmns  c^very  sum- 
mer,^  while^lh^y^are'  collecting  the  lichen  J^iandicuSi  and  ar^ 
jsxitvciiidy  fond  of  this  kind  of  Nom^ulic  life. 
ii  Our  ftiend>  €iqptain  von  Sched,  lay  on  m  cacoeUen^  bed, 
)Mipporled  by  two  JkNig  wood^  poles,  fixed  at  eadi  end  to 
4hi&tQpof  hisitravdling  chests,  about  a  fix>t  and  ^a  half  above 
•iheipraMnd;  and  this  commodious  method  I  also  adopted 
.on  my  anivd  in  the  north:  but  ^  present  Iii^as«ohl^|ed  to 
.«ppead;my  totch  on  the  ground,  from  which  I  was  separated 
only' by  the  flat  pieceB  of  turf  that  bad  served  as  packsaddtefr; 
and  my  ridding-saddle,  placed  on  its  back,  formed  an  ad- 
mirable pillow.  To  prevent  the  horses  from  running  away, 
their  fore-feet  were  tied  together  with  a  rope  of  hair,  in  the 
one  end  of  which  was  an  eye,  and  the  other  was  wound 
round  the  ande-bone  of  a  sheep,  and  thus  fixed  in  the  noose. 
As  the  morning  was  rather  cold,  w«  got  a  supply  of  warm 
milk,  which  proved  very  refreshing ;  and  a  little  before  two 
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•"clock,  I  «Bt  down  on  one  of  the  wooden  boxes,  at  the  door 
of  my  tent,  and  read  the  103d  Psahn,  in  my  small  pocket- 
Bible— «o  clear  are  the  summer  nights  in  this  northern  lati- 
tude^ Lifting  up  my  heart  to  my  Heavenly  Father,  I  hum- 
hly  presented  my  tributeof  praise  for  the  merdes  of  the  past 
day,  and  retired  to  rest  in  the  possession  of  a  high  degree  of 
eomfoft  and  peace. 

Having  reposed  about  six  hours,  I  drew  aside  the  curtain 
of  my  tent  door,  when  the  T^tngvaUa-vain  presented  itself 
fiill  before  me,  near  the  middle  of  which  the  two  black  vol- 
canic islands  of  Sandey  and  Neaey  rose  into  view.  On  the 
oppbnteside,  a  nigged  range  of  mountains,  above  which  the 
sun  had  just  risen^  stretched  along  to  the  right;  and  the 
prospect  was  bounded  on  the  south  by  a  number  of  moun- 
taiiis>  diversified  in  si2e  and  form,  but  all  of  which  appeared 
to  owe  their  iHrth  to  the  convulsive  throes  of  the  earth,  oc- 

t  by  the  violence  of  subtenu- 
of  the  cottage  seemed  very 
in  /-possession  of  a  few  books, 
•  I  therefore  presented  the 
» iieceived  with  every  demon- 

be  bottom  of  which  consisted 

»  and  partaking  of  a  dish -of 

d  to  boil  on  the  ground,  we 

a  {dain  entirely  covered  with 

and  less  broken,  we  rode  over 

it  wHhout  much  difficulty.    The  track  we  followed  led  us 

all  1^  once  to  the  brink  of  the  frightful  chasm,  called  AU 

numnagidf  *  where  the  solid  masies  of  burnt  rock  have  been 

dtsrupled,  so  as  to  fon^  a  fissure,  or  gap,  not  less  than  an 

Jbimdred  land  eighty  feet  deep;  in  many  places  nearly  of  the 

tame  width ;  and  about  three  miles  in  laigth.   At  first  sight, 

*  The  etymology  of  thif  epithet  I  have  not  been  able  to  leam  with  any  certainty. 
Either  it  denotes  the  chasm  capable  of  containing  the  whole  population  of  Iceland, 
or  fliat  through  wluch  alt  must  pass  who  travel  this  way ;  or,  what  is  more  likely 
Am  taOkot^  the  fisnire  in  wUdi  <he  generality  of  the  people  pitched  theb  tents 
when  they  attended  the  ^ft^if^,  or  GeDend  Assembly ,  held  in  the  nei^boiiifapod. 
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die  stupendous  precipces  inspired  tis  with  a  certain  degree 
of  terror,  which,  howef^,  soon  lefl  us,  and  we  spent  nearly 
half  an  hour  in  surveying  the  de^  chasms,  running  nearly 
paralld  mih  the  main  one,  almost  below  our  feet  On  the 
west  side  of  the  i>cnt,  at  no  great  distance  from  its  southern 
termination,  it  is  met  by  another  opemng,  partially  filled 
with  large  masses  of  broken  rock,  down  which  the  traveller 
mu^t  resolve  to  proceed.  Binding  up  die  bridled  of  our 
horses,  we  made  th^n  descend  before  us,  while  we  contem- 
plated with  surprise  the  undaunted  nimbleness  with  which 
they  leaped  from  one  step  of  this  mitumi  stmrcase  to  an- 
other. In  <iur  own  descent,  it  was  not  withoKit  impres»0QB 
of  fear  that  we  viewed  the  immensdy  huge- pieces  of  rock 
thai  pro|ected  from  -the  sides  of  die  chasm,  ahnost  bverhead^ 
tad  which  appealredto  be  bui  slenderly  afttadied  to  thepi^^ 
etpica  When  we  avtived  at  the  bottofti,  we  found  ourselves 
situated  in  die  ^aidst  of  a  Ane  greenj  and,  alt^  stopfeig 
once  Jtuxe  to  admre  the  wild  tad  rugged  grandeur  of  dud 
seenety,  we  again  mounted'Our  steeds,  and,  reaching  a  pass 
in  die  msiem  «li^9  which,  ^owing  to  th^  ittnkbig  of  tbd 
groanA,  are  considerably  lower,  we' made  our  egress  widk 
the  utmost  ease. 

We  now  entered  the  ThingvaUa^  or  Court  Valley ;  and, 
orosni^  the  river  Owerdj  by  whidi  it  is  divide,  came  about 
one  bVlock  to  ThingmBa  church,  wh^re  we  were  kindly  rs- 
c^ved,  and  reserved  to  await  our  baggi^,  which  had  pro- 
eeeded  by  a  mote  drcuitous  rou€6.  The  pastor  is  an  aged 
man  of  sixty-nine*  His  parish  consists  of  twelve  iamUies ; 
and  though  he  could  not  give  me  any  certain  statement,  yet 
he  did  not  believe  that  there  were  more  than  two,  or,  at 
most,  three  of  them  that  were  in  possession  of  a  od{^  of  the 
Bible.  He  promised  to  inform  his  parishioners  of  the  sup- 
ply  that  had  come  to  the  island.  I'he  churdi  is  v^  smd!^ 
not  much  larger  than  that  of  MossfeU,  and  is  filled  with 
barrels,  books,  and  chests,  which  serve  the  purpose  of  ^eats, 
and„on  a  shelf  before  the  altar,  is  a  coffin,  which  the  clergy- 
man has  prepared  for  himself;  and  whidi,  in  all  likelihood^ 
he  must  soon  occupy. 
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Wliat  rcttdflrs  TIAngvoMa  the  most  remarkiddey  perimps, 
of  any  spot  to  which  importance  is  i^taehed  in  the  annals  of 
Iceland,  is  its  having  been  the  seat  of  the  J/^fttti^,  or  genoral 
assembly  of  the  nation,  for  the  period  (£  nearly  nine  hundred 
years.  In  928,  when  th)6  Ulffio^n  Code  was  received  by 
the  inhabitants,  the  suprone  court  of  jastioe,  which  had  been 
heid  for  several  years  at  a  jjace  called  Hof,  in  the  Kiosar 
distAct,  vi^as  remov^  to  this  plam ;  and  the  puldic  boncema 
of  the  people  continued  to  be  disQussed,  and  puldic  justice 
adminikered  here,  till  the  year  1800,  when  the  draadMocn^ 
vukions  w&ich  the  vicinity  had  suffered  from  earth(|Qiycefi, 
were  made  a  pretext  finr  the  removal  of  the  court  to  ReyfsiB^ 
viXf,  where  it  is  now  held.  Nor  was  it  meniy  Ae  seat  of 
^viljucBcatUte.  The  consistory  or  ecdeoiastical  court,  under 
the  presidaicy  of  the  Bishop  of  SkaUiolt,  was  abocanvened 
annually  sit  tUs  place;  aixl  numbaB  rqoabed  to  Tftv^iMifla, 
who  had'^io  interest  pendk^  at  either  court,  mertiy  fir  the 
4$kt  of  meeti^  thdr  fii^ids.  It  aontfdki^  hdds  a  con* 
i^feaoopplaee^  im  all  tl»  Sagas  or  aninent  tfilditioBary  ac^ 
GStemts^  imd  is  pectdiarly  worthy  of  noitieey  ^  aioedunt  of  its 
bong  the  spot  iHiere  the  Gfari^ian  rdigioD  waapubMy  ao^ 
knoWkdged  in  the  year  1000:  A  decudoniwhidi  was  hasten* 
ed  by  theifoUowing  c&cinnttaikce.*-^W1i&le  the  htethen-  and 
those  who  professed  Chiistianity  were  engaged  ia  all  dw 
ardour  of  dispute,  a  messenger  earner  running  into  the  as^. 
kmUy  with  the  intdhgence,  that  subtensaneoas  fire  had 
Woken  out  in  the  district  of  OUus,  and  that  itthnatened 
the  mannon  of  the  high  priest  Thoroddr.  Onltearing  this, 
the  heathen  exclaimed:  H  Can  it  be  matter  of  surprise  that 
the  gixls  dioidd  be  angry  at  suiih  speeches?'^  To  whicji 
Bnorri  Godi,  an  advocate  of  the  Christians^  replied  by  a6 
pointed  a  question :  ^<  At  what  were  the  gods  angry  tUen^ 
at  the  period  when  the  very  lava  on  which  we  now  stand 
was  bumii^?^  The  force  of  the  argument  was  felt:  the 
Assembly  adjourned  for  that  day ;  and  when  they  again  met, 
an  act  Was  passed  for  the  abolition  of  all  public  acts  of  ido- 
latry, and  Uie  introduction  of  Christianity  as  the  authorised 
reUgion« 
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.  Previous  to  the  year  1690,  the  court  was  held  in  the  cfpen 
air,  surrounded  by  a  scenery,  the  wildest  and  most  horrific 
of  any  in  nature,  and  awfully  calculated  to  add  to  the  terrors 
of  justice,  and  maintain  tike  inviolability  of  the  civil  code. 
"  It  is,''  says  Sir  Greorge  Mackenzie,  ♦  *<  a  spot  of  singular 
wildness  and  desolation ;  on  every  side  of  which,  appear  the 
most  tremendous  effects  of  anoent  convulsion  and  disorder ; 
iwiiile  nature  now  sleeps  in  a  death-hke  silence  amid  the  hor* 
rors  she  has  fermed.'"  As  the  aged  clergjnnan  was  unable 
to  walk  about  with  us  himself,  he  begged  we  would  allow 
his  son  to  shew  us  the  wonders  of  the  place.  We  accord- 
ingly followed  him  a  Uttle  to  the  north-west  of  the  churdi^ 
when  we  entered  on  a  long  and  narrow  tract  of  sohd  lava, 
oovered.with  die  ncbest  v^etation,  but  completely  separated 
from  the  roeks  on  both  sides,  by  two  parallel  fissures,  which, 
in  mo8t>  plaices,  are  upwards  of  forty  fiiithoms  in  depth,  and 
in  sonae  jdaees  no  bottom  can  be  found  at  alL  They  are 
Med  with  the  ropst  beautiful  pellucid  water,  till  within  about 
nxty  feet  of  the  brink  on  which  we  «tood.  It  was  impossible 
fin:  us  to  lode  down  into  the  dreadful  abyss  on  either  sick, 
without  being  senable  of  the  most  disagreeable  emotions ; 
and  whett,'with;  die  terrors  of  our  situation,  we  comUned 
the  idea  of  the  awful  period  when  the  rocks  rent  and  the 
mbuntaiiis  fell,  we  felt  a  desire  to  remove  as  quickly  as  pos- 
sible to  a  safer  and  mcn«  agreeable  scene.  The  place  is 
balled  Logbergit^  or  <<  the  Law  Mount  ;^'f-  and  the  ruins  of 
the  house  occupied  by  the  chief  magistrate  are  still  to  be 
seen.  A  little  below  this,  near  the  ade  of  the  river,  we  were 
shewn  the.  spot,  where,  in  andent  times,  many  a  miserable 
wight  was  burned  for  witchcraft  On  removing  a  htde  of 
the  earth,  we  discovered  the  remains  of  burnt  bones  and 

*  Travels  in  Iceland,  p.  318.     1st  Edit 

f  The  administration  of  public  justice  on  certain  bills  was  not  only  common 
throughout  Scandinavia,  but  was  also  practised  in  Scotland,  and  different  other 
nationB.  Hence,  the  term  ««  Law"  is  still  iqiplied  to  many  hills  in  Scodand* 
as  Laigolaw,  Berrilaw,  in  Fifeshire,  &c.  We  also  meet  with  Dingwall  in  the 
Aorth  of  Scotland,  Tingwall  in  Shetland  and  the  Isle  of  Man ;  all  of  which  are 
manifestly  the  Icelandic  Thingvalls  compound  of  Thing,  a  forum  or  court  of 
justice,  and  vaUa,  which  signifies  a  field  or  plain* 
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ashes.     Sueh  females  as  wefe  convicted  of  child  murder, 
were  drowned  in  a  pool  formed  by  the  river  OxerA^  in  the 
Ahnannagii,  just  bdbre  it  readies  the  cataract  bjr  which  it 
descends  into  the  plain.     The  other  culprits  were  beheaded 
OD  7%orfffej^Ao{m,  a  small  island  in  the  middle  of  the  river. 
After  dining  on  an  excellent  dish  of  fresh  sahnon  trout^.a 
specaes  of  fish  in  which  the  lake  abounds,  and  equally  good 
curds  and  cream,  we  left  TkingvaBa,  and  pursued  our  jour- 
ney  round  the  north  end  of  the  lake.     The  whde  of  the 
tract  conasted  of  lava,  and,  at  almost  eveiy  turn  of  the  nar- 
row path,  we  fell  in  with  chasms  and  apertures,  which  wcnre 
the  moat  perilous  aspect     The  dreariness,  however,  of  the 
scene,  was  in  some  measure  enlivened  by  the  small  bushes 

every  now  and  then  reared  their 
ikes  of  lava.     In  the  ascent  on  the 
^,  is  another  large  fissure,  called 
re  of  the  ravens,^  which  forms  an 
to  the  Ahnannagiiy  with  which  it 
loe  of  more  than  two  miles.    It  is 
of  the  intervening  space  was  ori- 
le  with  the  ha^ts  on  both  sides ; 
convulsions,  to  which  this  part  of 
cted,  the  ground  has  sunk  to  its 
pting  at  the  same  time  from  the 
I  oth^  rents  in  the  ndgfabourhood 
bad  here  to  pass  a  natural  bridge, 
of  lava,  little  more  than  two  feet 
Icelandic  horses  are  uncommonly 
aocustimied  to  traverse  such  rug- 
ged tracts,  we  preferred  riding  to  walking,  and,  in  the  good 
providence  of  God,  arrived  in  safety  on  the  opposite  side. 
We  now  entertained  the  hope  of  entering  a  more  auspicious 
region ;  but  after  crossing  a  dismal  stream  of  lava,  the  sur- 
face of  which  was  covered  with  grey  moss,  and  in  many 
places  exhibited  large  caves,  we  were  suddenly  arrested  by 
sharp  vitri^ed  masses  of  broken  lava,  which  spears  to  have 
proceeded  from  a  volcano  close  to  us  on  the  left,  and  on  its 
reaching  this  spot  to  have  coded  and  contracted,  and  thus 
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the  aumerous  eoeticM  have  been  formed  wfaidi  preeanted 
ihemflelves  every  whese  a^tmd  ufi.  Proceedii^,  with  waiy 
step,  we  ukimtteljr  succeeded  in  getting  aorosa  this  roii^ 
and  difiicult  tract ;  and  descending  by  the  south  side  of  a 
large  mountain^  whose  snrfkce  disooTC9*ed  but  scanty  traces 
of  vegetation,  w^  entered  a  fine  valley,  the  grass  o£  which, 
though  coarse,  was  nearly  two  feet  in  length.  The  nume- 
rous peaked  mountains  to  the  left,  and  the  ydfewish  voia^ 
ma  conea  at  thor  base,  exhibited  one  of  die  most  mnaantic 
prospects  we  had  yet  bdidd.  .  We  next  crossed  a  barren 
moor,  and,  after  winding  itmnd  the  foot  of  some  lofty  moun- 
tains, reached  the  £mn  of  Zrfit^rtia2{a,ntuated  close  to  the 
lake  of  the  same  name,  about  half  past  eight  in  the  evening. 

Having  jntched  our  tents  on  a  beautiful  green  at  some 
distance  from  the  houses,  and  feasted  luxuriously  on  some 
rich  cream  which  we  obtamed  from  the  fiEumer,  we  went, 
befisre  retirii^  to  sleep,  to  visit  the  hot  qnings  on  the  mar^ 
gin  of  the  lake.  Fnnn  most  of  them,  the  water  is  thrown 
up  at  irr^ular  intervals,  yet  not  to  any  great  hdght;  three 
fiaet  being  the  hi^^iest  we  observed.  They  erupt,  howeveiv 
with  great  impetuoeity,  and  aoonsid^able  quantity  of  steam 
makes  its  escape.  In  the  hottest  we  tried,  Fahr^iheit^s  ther- 
mometer stood  at  SIS^.  They  appear  to  be  c^  a  strong  sul- 
jAureous  quali^,  and  the  incrustations  formed  by  their  de- 
positions  are  extremely  delieate  and  beautifuL 

The  prospect  we  had  on  the  morning  of  the  98th,  far 
transoetided  vAmt  we  had  enjoyed-  the  preceding  day  in  the 
vicini^  of  7%i9ig^tMi2ia.  We  had  the  £at^^iarva£{iJU(v  di- 
rect before  us,  and,  a  little  to  the  south,  aiiother  larger  lake 
connected  with  it,  and  known  by  the  name  of  Jpo-vo^ 
The  large  volumes  of  steam  which  rose  fiom  the  spouting 
springs  close  to  the  £uin ;  those  which  made  thdr  escape 
from  the  muneious  caldnms  at  the  sootfi  side  of  thelake ; 
and  e^pedally  the  column,  ecUpsing  all  the  rest,  which  was 
emitted  from  the  R^hia^ver^  at  the  distance  of  seven  miles 
to  the  north-^a^  had  the  grandest  effect;  and,  viewed  in 
conjunction  with  the  widely  extended  plain,  intersected  in 
various  parts  by  beautiful  serpentine  rivers,  the  long  range 
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€f  moiaitams  to  the  Mtttiraid,  orer  1^ 
ed  her  three  saow^dod  suaunits^  tfaoie  is  the  n^ghbourtmaA 
cC  SOcalhoIfy  end  the  lofty  Effafioh  Yokul»*  pm^ited  akch 
gethar  a  ktudaeape  which  mtkj  wuted  wood  to  render  it  the 
moatconpliHfiypictweaqiieoCinyinthewoEUL  Thecleetw 
ness,  too,  and  derenity  of  the  atmo8|)lici«»niade  isv^  ol^jeet 
appear  to  doiiUe  adranti^ge.  Every  finer  feeling  of  the 
inind  waa  cafled  into  exerciae^  and  I  do  not  reeoUect  that  I 
ever  r^Deated  with  mare  eaqwaite  delight  die  following  linc^ 
erf*  the  Chiiatian  poet : 

"  Parent  af  good !  thy  works  o£  might 
I  trace  with  wond^  and  delight^ 

In  them  thy  glories  shine ; 
There's  nought  in  earth,  or  sea,  or  air. 
Or  heaven  itself^  that's  good  or  &ir. 

But  what  is  wholly  thine." 

We  had  enjoyed  uninterrupted  good  weather  since  leav- 
ing Reyhiaviky  but  now  there  was  not  a  cloud  to  be  seen  in 
the  whole  horizon ;  the  sun  dione  with  dazzlii^  sjdendour, 
and  the  heat  was  so  intense,  that  it  was  with  some  degree  of 
reluctance  we  left  the  shade  of  our  tents  in  order  to  proeei- 
cute  our  joumejr.  What  proved  most  aouu^ring,  waa  an 
immense  quantity  of  large  musquitoes,  by  which  our  horses 
were  sadly  tormented ;  and,  though  we  tied  handkerchiefs 
over  our  feces,  it  was  scarcely  possible  to  pevent  them  from 
biting  ufli  From  LaugarvaUay  our  way  lay  along  the  base 
of  several  sIo|ni^  mountains  to  the  north-west  ofSkalholt, 
tiO  we  came  to  the  Bruardy  a  broad  and  rapid  river,  which, 
after  recriving  the  joint  waters  of  the  Lac^gvrvofia  and  Jpa 
lakes,  has  its  confluence  with  the  majestic  HvUA^  or  white 
river,  a  little  below  Skalhdt.  As  there  was  no  ferry  in  the 
neighbourhood,  we  were  under  the  necessity  of  ferding  it,  in 
Ae  idea  of  which,  there  is  something  very  revolting  to  a 
stranger,  espeoally  when  he  stands  on  the  bank,  aikl  sur- 


*  Yukul  signifies  aa  ice  moontain,  and  is  deriTed  horn  laki,  a  lump  or  firag- 
inent  of  icat 
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veys  the  breadth  and  rapidity  of  die  stream.  Getting  the 
baggage  ded  as  high  on  the  horses  as  possible,  and  having 
been  iqpprised  of  the  necessity  of  keeping  their  heads  agaiinst 
the  current,  to'  jM^erent  its  getting  too  pow^ul  f<»r  them,  ire 
descended  into  the  river,  and  our  horses,  after  a  severe  strug- 
gle,  succeeded  in  bringing  us  saf^y  across. 

We  had  now  a  pleasant  ride  over  the  marshes  to  the  hot 
springs,  called  the  GegMrg,  at  wfaidi  we  arrived  about  a 
quarter  past  four  in  the  afternoon.  At  the  distance  of  se^ 
veral  miles,  on  turning  round  the  foot  of  a  high  mountain 
on  our  left,  we  oould  descry,  from  the  clouds  of  vapour  that 
were  rising  and  convolving  in  the  atmosphere,  the  spot  where 
one  of  the  most  magnificent  and  unparalleled  scenes  in  na- 
ture is  displayed :-— where,  bursting  the  parted  groimd,  Great 
Geyser 

'^ hot,  tihrough  scorching  cliffs,  is  seen  to  rise. 

With  exhalations  steaming  to  the  skies  I"  * 

Electrified,  as  it  were,  by  the  sight,  and  feeling  impatient  to 
have  our  curiosity  fully  gratified,  Mr  Hodgson  and  I  rode 
on  befbre  the  cavalcade ;  and,  just  as  we  got  clear  of  the 
south-east  comer  of  the  low  hill,  at  the  side  of  which  the 
springs  are  situatedy  we  were  saluted  by  an  eruption  which 
lasted  several  minutes,  and  during  which  the  water  appeared 
to  be  carried  to  a  great  height  in  the  air.  Riding  on  be- 
tween the  springs  and  the  hill,  we  fell  in  with  a  small  green 
spot,  where  we  left  our  horses,  and  proceeded^  as  if  by  an 
irreiustible  inlpulse,  to  the  gently  doping  ground,  from  the 
surface  of  wliich  numex>us  columns  of  steam  were  making 
their  escape. 

Though  surrounded  by  a  great  multiplicity  of  Ixnling 
^springs,  and  steaming  apertures,  the  magnitude  and  gran- 
deiu*  of  which  far  exceeded  any  thing  we  had  ever  seen  be- 
fore, we  felt  at  no  loss  in  determining  on  which  of  them  to 

riftrmi  \l  AvT^t  «rii  irv^if  iiPtf^ifm'      Ili AJ}  22.  line  149. 
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feast  oul^  wonderbig  eyes,  and  bedtow  the  prtiiiary  moments 
of  astonished  contemplation.  Near  the  northern  extremi^ 
of  the  thict  rose  a  harge  circokr  monnd^  fc^med  by  the  de*. 
portions  of  the  fountain,  juMy  distingiiiBhed  by  tbe  appd« 
latidn  of  the  Crreat  Geyser ^  *  irom  the  nnddle  of  which  a 
great  degfee  of  evaporatioii  was  viable.  Ascending  the 
rampait,  we  had  the  spacious  bason  at  our  feet  more  thto 
half  filled  with  the  most  beautiful  hot  crystalline  water, 
^ich  was  but  just  ttored  by  a  gentle  ebullition,  occasioned 
by  die  escape  bf  steahi  from  a  cylindrical  pipe  or  funnel  ia 
the  centre.  This  pipe  I  asccirtained  by  admeasuranait  to 
be  seTent]r-agfat  feet  of  perpendicular  depth ;  its  diuneter  is 
in  general  from  ^ght  to  ten  feet,  but  near  the  mouth  it  gra- 
dually widens,  and  opens  aln^Mt  iiiiptioeptibly  into  the  ba- 
son, the  inside  of  which  exhibits  a  whitish  surface^  oonmrting 
of  a  siliceous  incrustation,  which  has  been  rendered  almost 
perfectly  smooth  by  the  incessant  action  of  the  boilii^  wa- 
ter. The  diameter  of  the  bason  is  6£ty*six  feet  in  one  direc* 
tion;  and  forty-six  in  another;  and,  when  full>  it  measures 

*  The  yetf  ajtpropriate  term  G/^ht  is  derived  ftimi  ^  Icdandic  g9ifM^  '^  to 
nge,  bunt  forth  with  Tehemence  and  inqpetuouty.**  Among  many  other  das- 
ncal  woika,  it  occurs  in  the  Bdda^  towards  the  dose  of  the  ancient  and  sublime 
poem,  entitied  the  V'^uspd^  where  the  foliowing  descriptioii  is  given  of  the  flbsl 

**  Sol  tdnir  sortna,  The  stm  tnms  pale  : 

Sigur  fold  i  mar ;  The  tpacUms  earth 

Hvcffaafhidmi  The  sea  higyl^  t 

Hcithar  stioniar :  From  heavmfiU 

Geytar  eimi  Tli€  htcid  start : 

Tith  aidur  nara ;  At  the  end  of  time 

Ldkur  h&t  hiti  The  vapours  lage, 

Tith  hxmin  siiOfan  Aniphfjfidfisnm 

Invohe  ffie  dcies.** 

It  is  also  used  bj  die  poet  Cystdn,  when  depicting  ths  stme  tremeadodi  todie^ 
in  the  70di  verse  of  his  £%.- 

**  Svo  geysar  fSbi  eldr  oc  ssist  ITien-  npngjlre  shaU  spout  on  high 

lord  oc  fibn  i  heiml  olliun,  Prom  every  JIdd  and  mounttdn  top^ 

Ad  edd  fimist  tiiii  opp  ad  skyium  And  aUshaUhum^  film  th*  utmost  sky 

Obrunnid,  oc  nidr  ad  grunni.  D^n  to  thf  tasihU  ntnotest  propy 

F 
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about  four  £eet  in  depth  from  the  surface  of  the  water  to  the 
ornxunflOfienieDt  of  the  pipe.  Thebonfersof  the  ba^on,  which 
fiarm  the  highest  pajrt  of  the  xdound,  ace  very  irregular,  ow* 
ingtothc  various  accretions  of  thp  deposdted. substances; 
and  at  two  places  are  small  channds,  equally  polished  with 
die  interior  of  the  bason,  through  which  the  water  makes  its 
escape,  when  it  has  be^i  filled  tathe  margin.  The  decli-» 
vity  of  the  mound  is  mpid  at  first,  especially  on  the  norths. 
West  side,  but  instantly  begins  to  slope  more  gradually,  and 
the  depo(ntM>ns  are  spread  all  around  to  different  distaaces^ 
the  kast  of  which  is  near  an  hundred  feet  The  whole  o£ 
this  surfilce,  the  two  small  channels  excepted,  displays  a 
beautiful  Bilioeous  efflorescence,  rising  in  smaR  granular  clus- 
ters, which  b^  the  diost  striking  resemblance  to  the  heads 
of  caultfiowers,  and,  while  wet,  are  g(  so  ex^emely  delicata 
a  contexture,  that  it  is  hardly  possible  to  remove  them  in  a 
perfect  state.  They  are  of  a  brownish  colour,  but  in  scmie 
jJaoes  apjNToaahing  to  a  yellow.  On  leaving  the  mound,  the 
liot  water  passes  through  a  turfy  kind  of  soil,  and,  by  act* 
ing  on  the  peat,  mosses,  and  grass,  converts  them  entirely 
into  stone,  and  furnishes  the  curious  traveller  with  sonie  of 
the  finest  specimens  of  petrifaction. 

Having  stood  some  time  in  silent  admiration  of  the  mag- 
nificent spectacle  which  this  matchless  fountain,  even  in  a 
state  of  inactivity,  presents  to  the  view,  as  there  were  no  in- 
dications of  an  immediate  eruption,  we  returned  to  the  spot 
where  we  had  left  our  horses ;  and,  as  it  formed  a  small 
eminence  at  the  base  of  the  hill,  and  commanded  a  view  of 
the  whole  tract,  we  fixed  on  it  as  the  site  of  our  tents.  About 
thirty-eight  minutes  past  five,  we  were  apprized,  by  low  re- 
ports, and  a  sli^t  concussion  of  the  ground,  that  an  erup- 
tion was  about  to  take  place ;  but  only  a  few  small  jets  were 
thrown  up,  and  the  water  in  the  bason  did  not  rise  above 
the  surface  of  the  outlets.  Not  being  willing  to  miss  the 
very  first  symptoms  of  the  phenomenon,  we  kept  walking 
about  in  the  vicinity  of  the  spring,  now  surveying  some  of 
the  other  cavities,  and  now  collecting  elegant  specimens  of 
petrified  wood,  leaves,  &c.  on  the  rismg  ground  between  the 
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Geyser  and  die  base  of  the  hill.  At  fifteen  mmutes  past 
eight  we  counted  five  or  six  reports,  that  shook  the  mound 
on  which  we  stood,  but  no  remarkable  jet  followed :  the  wa- 
ter only  boiled  with  great  vicdence,  and,  by  its  heaviogs, 
caused  a  number  of  smaU  waves  to  flow  tow«rds  the  margin 
of  the  bason,  which,  at  the  same  time,  received  an  addition 
to  its  contents.  Twenty-five  minutes  past  nine,  as  I  retunied 
from  the  neig^boming  hill,  I  heard  reports  which  were  both 
louder  and  more  numerous  than  any  cf  the  preceding,  and 
exactly  resembled  the  distant  discharge  of  a  paric  of  artiUery. 
Concluding  from  these  circumstances  that  the  long  expected 
wonders  were  about  to  commence,  I  ran  to  the  mound,  which 
shook  violently  under  my  feet,  and  I  had  scarcely  time  to 
look  into  the  bason,  when  the  foontiun  exploded,  and  in- 
stantly eompclled  me  to  retire  to  a  respectful  distance  on  the 
windward  side.  The  water  rushed  up  out  of  the  pipe  with 
amazing  velocity,  and  was  projected  by  irregular  jets  into 
the  atmosphere,  surrounded  by  immense  volumes  of  steam, 
which,  in  a  great  measure,  hid  the  column  from  the  view. 
The  first  four  or  five  jets  were  inconsiderable,  not  exceeding 
fifleen  or  twenty  feet  in  height ;  these  were  fdlowed  by  one 
about  fifty  feet,  which  was  succeeded  by  two  or  three  con- 
aderably  lower ;  after  which  came  the  last,  exceeding  all 
the  rest  in  splendour,  which  rose  at  least  to  the  hei^t  of 
seventy  feet.  The  large  st^mes  which  we  had  previously 
thrown  into  the  ppe  were  ejaculated  to  a  great  height,  espe- 
cially one,  which  was  thrown  muph  higher  than  the  water. 
On  the  propulsion  of  the  jets,  they  lifted  up  the  water  in  the 
bason  nearest  the  cmfice  of  the  pipe  to  the  height  of  a  foot, 
or  a  foot  and  a  half,  and,  on  the  falling  of  the  column,  it  not 
only  caused  the  bason  to  overflow  at  the  usual,  channels,  but 
forced  the  water  over  the  highest  part  of  the  brim,  behind 
whidi  I  was  standing.  '  The  great  body  of  the  column  (at 
least  ten  feet  in  diameter,)  rose  perpendicularly,  but  was  di« 
vided  into  a  number  of  the  most  superb  ourvated  ramifica- 
tions ;  and  several  smaller  sproutings  were  severed  from  it, 
«id  projected  in  oblique  directions,  to  the  no  small  danger 
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of  the  spectator,  who  is  apt  to  get  scalded^  ere  he  is  aware, 
by  the  falHng  jet. 

On  the  cessation  of  the  eruption^  the  wata:  instantly  sunk 
into  the  pipe,  but  rose  again  immediately,  to  about  half  a 
foot  above  the  orifice,  where  it  remained  stationary.  All 
being  again  in  a  state  of  trimquillity,  and  the  clouds  of  steam 
having  left  the  bason,  I  entered  it,  and  proceeded  within 
reach,  of  the  water,  which  I  found  to  be  188^  of  Fahrenheit, 
a  temperature  of  more  than  twenty  d^rees  less  than  at  any 
period  while  the  bason  was  filling,  and  occasioned,  I  sup- 
pose, by  the  cooling  of  tlie  water  during  its  projection  into 
tlie  air. 

The  whole  scene  was^  indescribaUy  aitonishing ;  but  what 
interested  us  most,  was  the  d^uitistance,  that  the  strongest 
jet  came  last,  as  if  the  Geyser  had  summoned  all  her  powers 
in  order  to  shew  us  the  greatness  of  her  energy,  and  make  a 
grand  finish  beforie  retiring  into  the  subterraneous  chambers 
in  which  she  is  concealed  from  mortal  view.  Our  curiosity 
had  been  gratified,  but  it  was  far  from  being  satined.  We 
now  wished  to  have  it  in  our  power  to  inspect  the  mechanism 
of  this  mighty  engine,  and  obtain  a  view  of  the  springs  by 
which  it  is  put  in  motion :  but  the  wish  was  vain  ;  for  they 
he  in  <<  a  tract  which  no  fowl  knoweth,  and  which  the  vul- 
ture^s  eye  hath  not  seen  ;**" — ^which  man,  with  all  his  boasted 
powers,  cannot,  and  dare  no4  i^proach.  While  the  jets  were 
rushing  up  towards  heaven,  with  the  velocity  of  an  arrow, 
my  mind  was  f(»*cibly  borne  along  with  them,  to  the  con- 
templati(»v  of  the  Great  and  Omnipotent  Jehovah,  in  com- 
parison with  whom,^these,  and  all  the  wonders  scattered 
over  the  whole  immen^ty  of  existencey.dwindle  into  absolute 
insignificance ;  whose  almighty  command  wpskt  the  universe 
into  being ;  and  at  whose  sovereign  fiat  the  whole  fabric 
might  be  reduced,  in  an  instant,  to  its  original  nothing. 
Such  scenes  ezhiUt  only  ^  the  hiding  of  His  power.^  It  is 
merely  the  surface  oi  His  works  that  is  viable.  Their  in- 
ternal structure  He  hath  involved  in  obscurity;  and  the 
sagest  of  the  sons  of  man  is  incapable  of  tradng  th^n  fron^ 
their  origm  to  thdu*  consummation.    After  the  closest  and. 
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most  unwearied  application,  the  utmost  we  can  boast  ofiSf 
that  we  have  heard  a  whisper  of  His  proceedings,  and  in^ 
vestigated  the  extremities  of  His  operations.  * 

On  the  morning  of  the  9Qih  I  was  awakened  by  Captain 
Von  Sched,  at  twenty-three  minutes  past  fi>»  o^dock,  to 
contemplate  an  eruption  of  the  spring,  which  SW  John  Stan* 
ley  f  denominates  the  New  Geyser ^  atuated  at  the  distance 
of  an  hundred  and  forty  yards  to  the  south  of  the  principal 
fountain.  It  is  scarcely  possible,  however,  to  ^ve  any  idea 
of  the  brilliancy  and  grandeur  of  the  scene  which  caught 
my  eye  on  drawing  ajnde  the  curtain  of  my  tent  From  an 
orifice,  nine  feet  in  diameter,  which  lay  directly  before  me, 
at  the  distance  of  about  an  hundred  yards,  a  column  of 
water,  accompanied  with  prodigious  volumes  of  steam,  was 
erupted  with  inconceivable  force,  and  a  tremendously  roar*- 
ing  noise,  to  varied  heights,  of  from  fifty  to  eighty  feet,  and 
threatened  to  darken  the  horizon,  though  brightly  ilhunined 
by  the  morning  sun.  During  the  first  quarter  of  an  hour, 
I  foimd  it  impossible  to  move  from  my  knees,  on  which  I 
had  raised  myself,  but  poured  out  my  aoul  in  solemn  adonu 
tion  of  the  Almighty  Author  of  nature,  to  whose  controul 
all  her  secret  movements  and  terrifying  operations  are  sub- 
ject :— **  who  looketh  on  the  earth,  and  it  trembleth ;  who 
toucheth  the  hills,  uid  they  smoke.^^  At  length  I  repaii«d 
to  the  fountain,  where  we  all  met,  and  communicated  to  each 
other  our  mutual  and  enraptured  feelings  of  wonder  and 
admiration.  The  jets  -of  water  now  subsided ;  but  their 
place  was  occupied  by  the  spray  and  steam,  which,  having 
free  room  to  play,  rushed  with  a  deafening  roar,  to  a  height 
little  inferior  to  that  of  the  water.  On  throwing  the  largest 
stones  we  could  find  into  the  jnpe,  they  were  instantly  pro- 
pelled  to  an  amazing  height ;  and  some  of  them  that  were 
east  up  more  perpendicularly  than  the  others,  remained  for 
the  space  of  four  or  five  minutes  within  the  influence  of  the 
steam,  being  successively  ejected,  and  falling  again  in  a  very 

*  Eodeft  in.  10.  and  Job  zxtL  14.  in  the  Heb. 
f  A<xount  of  the  Hot  Springs  in  Iceland,  p.  23. 
^  Psalm  civ.  32. 
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amusing  manner.  A  gcnde  northern  breeze  carried  part  of 
the  spray  at  the.  t(^  of  the  pillar  to  the  one  side,  when  it 
fell  like  a  drizzling  rain,  and  was  so  cold  that  we  could  stand 
below  it,  and  receive  it  on  our  hands  or  face  without  the 
least  inconvenience.  While  I  kept  my  station  on  the  samq 
ade  with  the  sun,  a  most  brilliant  circular  bow,  of  a  large 
size,  appeared  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  fountain ;  and,  on 
changing  sides,  having  the  fountain  between  me  and  the  sun, 
I  discovered  another,  if  possible  still  more  beautiful,  but  so 
small  as  only  to  encircle  my  head*  Thdr  hues  entirely  re- 
sembled those  of  the  common  rainbow.  Afler  continuing 
to  roar  about  half  an  hour  longer,  the  column  of  spray  vU 
fiibly  diminished,  and  sunk  gradually,  till  twenty-six  minute^ 
past  six,  when  it  fell  to  the  same  state  in  which  we  had  ob* 
served  it  the  preceding  day,  the  water  Ixnhng  at  the  depth 
of  about  twenty  feet  below  the  orifice  of  the  shaft 

The  external  structure  of  this  fountain  is  very  different 
^m  that  of  the  GrecU  Geyser.  The  crater,  or  pipe,  which 
is  about  nine  feet  in  diameter,  and  forty-four  in  depth,  is 
not  enUrely  drcular;  neither  dpes  it  descend  so  peipendi- 
cularly  as  that  of  the  other.  At  the  orifice  it  becomes  still 
more  irregular,  and,  instead  of  opening  into  a  bason,  it  i^ 
defended  on  the  one  side  by  an  incrustated  wall,  about  a 
foot  and  a  half  in  height,  while  on  the  other  it  is  level  with 
the  surface  of  the  ground. 

The  name  given  to  this  fountain  by  the  natives  is  Strockr^ 
which  is  derived  from  the  verb  Hrocka^  <<  to  agitate,  or  bring 
mto  motion,"  and  properly  denotes  a  chum.  Previous  to 
the  year  17899  this  name  was  attached  to  what  Sir  John 
Stanley  calls  the  Roaring  Geyser,  situate  at  the  distance  of 
eighty  yards  from  the  Great  Geyser ;  *  the  remains  of  which 
are  still  to  be  seen,  as  Sir  George  Mackenzie  rightly  con* 
jectures,  -f  in  the  irregular,  but  most  beautiful  cavity  on  the 
rise  of  the  hill.  This  information  I  had  fropi  the  peasant 
of  Haukadal,  who  appeared  to  be  a  judicious  and  well-in* 

# 

*  Account  of  the  Hot  Springs  in  Iceland,  p.  32. 
"f-  Travels  in  Iceland,  p.  215^ 
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formed  raan.  He  further  told  me,  that  m  point  of  the  height 
of  it3  jets,  the  Old  Strockr  rivalled  the  Geyser ;  but  imme-> 
diately  after  an  earthquake  in  the  aboYc  mentioned  year,  it 
greatly  diminished,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  beeame 
entirely  tranquil.  The  same  year,  Strockr,  which  had  not 
before  attracted  any  particular  attention,  began  to  erupt, 
and  threw  up  water  and  steam  to  an  amazing  height.  This 
account  entirely  coincides  with  Sir  John  Stanley^s  observa^ 
tions :  **  One  of  the  most  remarkable  of  these  springs,**  he 
«ays,  <*  threw  out  a  great  quantity  of  water,  and,  from  its 
continual  noise,  we  named  it  the  Roaring  Greyser!  The 
eruptions  of  this  fountain  were  incessant.  The  water  darted 
©ut  with  fury  every  four  or  five  minutes,  and  covered  a  great 
q)ace  of  ground  with  the  matter  it  deponted.  The  jets  were 
firom  thirty  to  forty  feet  in  height.  They  were  shivered 
into  the  finest  particles  of  spray,  and  surrounded  by  great 
clouds  of  steam.'"  *  And,  treating  of  Strockr,  to  which,  as 
was  observed  above,  he  gave  the  name  of  the  New  Geyser, 
he  adds  in  a  note,  <<  Before  the  month  of  June,  1789,  the 
year  I  visited  Iceland,  this  spring  had  not  played  with  any 
great  degree  of  vicJence,  at  least  for  a  considerable  time. 
(Indeed,  the  formation  of  the  pipe  will  not  allow  us  to  sup- 
pose,  that  its  eruptions  had,  at  no  former  period,  been  vio- 
lent) But,  in  the  month  of  June,  this  quarter  of  Iceland 
had  suffered  some  very  severe  shocks  of  an  earthquake ;  and 
it  is  not  unlikely,  that  many  of  the  cavities  communicating 
with  the  bottom  of  the  pipe  had  been  then  enlarged,  and 
new  sources  of  water  opened  into  them.*"  -f  This  conjecture 
is  rendered  certain  by  the  fact,  that  during  the  dreadful 
earthquake  which  happened  in  the  year  1784,  not  only  did 
the  three  more  remarkable  fountains  gush  forth  with  un- 
commcm  violence,  but  no  less  than  thirty-five  spouting  springs 
made  their  appearance,  many  of  which,  however,  afterwards 
abated  in  their  fury,  j; 
During  the  night  there  had  been  two  large  explosions  of 

*  Account  of  the  Hot  Springs  in  Iceland,  p.  32. 

t  Ibid.  p.  41. 

^  Biahop  FinnsoD,  in  The  TraiMactions  of  Uie  Iccbndic  Society. 
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the  Greai  tjeyser,  but  the  servant  who  obisenred  them  not 
awakening  ps,  we  were  deprived  of  the  sight  However^ 
the  loss  was  made  up  by  the  comfortable  sleep  we  enjoyed^ 
of  which  we  had  much  need,  haying  been  fatigued  by  th^ 
ride,  and  the  wi^s  we  tpok  after  our  arrival  the  preceding 
day. 

At  t^n  minutes  before  ten,  we  were  attracted  tQ  the  mound 
by  several  loud  repcnrts,  which  were  succeeded  by  a  partial 
eruption;  none  of  the  jets  exceeding  five  feet  in  h^ght 
About  ha)f  past  ten  the  reports  were  reiterated^  but  no  jets 
ensued ;  only  a  gentle  rise  wa^  observably  in  the  contents  of 
the  bason.  At  eleven  we  were  again  gratified  with  a  most 
brilliant  erupUon.  The  jets  were  ten  or  twelve  in  number, 
and  the  water  wa3  carried  to  the  height  pf  at  least  sixty  feet 
Vast  clouds  of  steapi,  which  fnade  their  espape  during  the 
eruption,  epntinu^  to  roll  and  spread  as  they  ascended,  dU 
they  filled  the  whole  of  the  horizon  around  us ;  and  the  sun, 
thou^  diining  in  full  ^lendour,  was  completely  eclipsed; 
but  the  points  of  the  jets,  receiving  his  rays  as  they  rose 
through  the  vapour,  wore  the  most  charming  lustre,  bdng 
white  and  gUstening  as  snow.  The  instant  all  was  ovei^,  Mr 
Hodg^n  and  I  repaired  to  the  foot  of  a  sniall  ci^taract,  at 
the  northern  base  of  the  mound,  over  which  the  streamlet  is 
precipitated  in  its  way  down  to  tlie  river,  and  had  a  plegsant 
bath  in  the  warm  water  as  it  fell  upon  i)$  fvom  the  rpcif; 
above. 

A  small  preliminary  eruption  again  took  place  at  sey^« 
teen  minutes  past  one,  and  another  four  minutes  before  two. 
The  baspn  continued  fiUmg,  till  within  three  minutes  of  three, 
when,  after  a  number  of  very  loud  r^Kirts,  the  water  burst, 
and  the  spouts  rose  with  a  nois^e  and  velocity  which  I  can 
compare  to  nothing  more  aptly  than  to  those  of  a  quantity 
pf  large  rockets  fired  oflF  from  the  same  source.  This  erup- 
tion  was  the  longest  of  any  we  saw :  a  space  of  eight  minutes 
and  ten  seconds  elapsing  fropi  the  first  propulsion  of  the 
water  from  the  bason>  till  it  again  subsided  into  the  pipe. 
The  jets  were  also  much  higher  than  in  any  of  the  former 
erupticms^  y^  none  of  them  exceeded  an  hundredietft 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


XA,t.J.f.f  /;.•  A-  iV. 


THE 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


Digitized  by  vtOOQ  IC 


THE  GEY8ER8.  73 

Our  two  friends  now  left  U9,  for  the  purpose  of  visitiiig 
9oine  other  hot  ^riogs  on  their  return  to  Reykiafotk ;  but 
we  resolved  to  spend  another  night  at  this  place,  chiefly  for 
the  sake  of  our  horses^  that  they  might  be  sufficiently  rested 
before  we  ent^ered  the  mountain^.  In  the  course  of  tlie  after- 
noon and  evening,  there  were  several  indications  of  a  fresh 
eruption,  but  they  only  proved  Strong  ebuUitions,  which  al- 
ways take  place  till  the  bason  gets  filled.  At  thirty-fiy^' 
ijoinutes  past  nine  we  had  another  fine  spectacle,  which  was 
little  inferior  to  any  of  the  preceding,  and  lasted  for  the  space 
of  five  minutes. 

The  most  enrapturing  scene,  however,  that  we  beheld, 
"^as  exhibited  on  the  morning  of  the  30th.  About  ten 
minutes  past  five,  we  were  roused  by  the  roaring  of  Strockr^ 
which  blew  up  a  great  quantity  of  steam ;  and  when  my 
watch  stood  at  the  full  quarter,  a  crash  took  place  as  if  the 
iearth  had  burst,  which  was  instantaneously  succeeded  by 
jets  of  water  and  spray,  rising  in  a  perpendicular  column  to 
the  height  of  sixty  feet.  As  the  sun  happened  to  be  behind 
a  cloud,  we  had  no  expectation  of  witnesdng  any  thing  more 
sublime  than  we  had  already  seen ;  but  Sirockr  had  not 
been  in  action  above  twenty  minutes,  when  the  GrecU  Geyser^ 
apparently  jealous  of  her  reputation,  and  indignant  at  our 
bestowing  so  much  of  our  time  and  applause  oh  her  rival, 
b^;an  to  thunder  tremendously,  and  emitted  such  quanti- 
ties of  water  and  steam,  that  we  could  not  be  satisfied  with 
a  distant  view,  but  hastened  to  the  mound  with  as  much 
curiosity  as  if  it  had  been  the  first  eruption  we  had  beheld. 
However,  if  she  was  more  interesting  in  point  of  magnitude, 
she  gave  the  less  satisfaction  in  point  of  duration,  having 
agsun  become  tranquil  in  the  course  of  five  minutes ;  where- 
as, her  less  gaudy,  but  more  steady  coitipanion^  continued 
to  play  till  within  fbur  minute?  of  six  o'clock.  * 

•  On  my  return  thk  way  from  the  nprth,  about  the  middle  of  August,  1816^ 
I  again  pitched  my  tent  for  two  days  beside  thcs^  celebrated  fountains,  an4 
finmd  fSaakt  <^erations  still  more  magnifioeot  and  interesting  than  they  were  the 
preceding  year.  The  Great  Geyser  continued  to  erupt  every  six  hours  in  i^ 
wotn  imposing  m^ner.   Jn  some  of  the  eruptitms,  the  jets  seemed  to  be  throw^ 
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Our  attention  was  so  much  taken  up  with  these  two  prui- 
cipol  fountains,  that  we  had  little  time  or  inclination  to  watch 
the  minutiae  of  the  niunerous  inferior  diafls  and  cavities 
with  which  the  tract  abounds.  The  Littie  Geyser  erupted 
perhaps  twelve  times  in  the  twenty-four  hours ;  l^ut  ncme  of 
its  jets  rose  higher  than  eighteen  or  twenty  feet,  and  gene- 

much  liigher  than  any  I  observed  last  year,  several  of  them  reaching  an  eleva- 
tion of  not  less  than  an  hutidred  and Jifly  feet 

It  would  appear,  fSrom  the  observations  wMdi  have  been  m&de  at  different 
timet,  that  the  heigjbt  of  the  jets  is  very  ixregnlar.  In  Olaften  and  PoTdsen*^ 
time,  the  water  was  carried  to  the  height  of  near  three  hundred  and  sixty  feeU 
^Vhen  seen  by  Von  Troil,  in  1772,  it  rose  to  ninety-two  ficL  Sir  John  Stan- 
ley states  the  highest  jet  observed  by  his  company,  in  1789,  to  have  been  ninety' 
nxfect.  Lieutenant  Ohlsen,  a  Danoh  officer,  who  visited  the  Geyser  in  1804, 
found  by  a  quadrant,  that  the  highest  jet  rose  to  two  hundred  and  twehefeet* 
In  1809,  Mr  Hooker  mentions  its  rising  to  upwards  of  im  hundred  feet;  and 
Sir  George  Mackenzie  states  ninety  feet  to  have  been  the  height  to  which  he 
saw  the  water  thrown  in  1810. 

What  rendered  my  second  visk  to  the  Geysers  peculiarly  iiiteresting,  was  my 
discovery  of  the  key  to  Strockr^  by  the  aj^lication  of  whidi,  I  could  make  diat 
beautiful  spring  play  when  I  had  a  mind,  and  throw  its  water  to  nearly  double 
the  height  observable  in  its  natural  eruptions.  The  morning  after  my  arrival, 
I  was  awakened  by  its  explosion  about  twenty  minutes  past  four  o*clock ;  and 
hastening  to  the  crater,  stood  nearly  half  an  hour  contemplating  its  jet,  and  the 
steady  and  uninterrupted  emission  of  the  eolomn  of  spray  which  followed,  and 
which  was  projected  at  least  an  hundred  feet  into  the  air.  ^J^et  this,  it  gradu^ 
^y  sunk  into  the  pipe,  as  it  had  done  the  year  before,  and  I  did  not  expect  to 
ssk  another  eruption  tiU  the  following  morning.  However,  about  five  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  after  a  great  quantity  of  the  largest  stones  that  could  be  found 
about  die  place  had  been  thrown  into  the  spring,  I  observed  it  begin  to  roar 
with  more  violence  than  usual ;  and,  approaching  the  brink  of  the  crater,  I  had 
scarcely  time  to  look  down  to  the  surface  of  the  water,  whidi  was  greatly  agita- 
tated,  when  the  eruption  commenced,  and  the  boiling  water  rushed  up  in  a  mo- 
ment, within  an  inch  or  two  of  my  iace^  and  continued  its  course  with  inoon- 
eeivable  velocity  into  ^e  atmosphete.  Having  made  a  speedy  retreat,  I  nov 
took  my  station  on  the  windward  side,  and  was  astonished  to  observe  the  eleva- 
tion of  the  jets,  some  of  them  rising  higher  than  tvo  hundred  feet;  many  of  the 
fragments  of  stones  were  thrown  much  higher,  and  some  of  considerable  size  were 
raised  to  an  invisible  height  For  some  time,  every  succeeding  jet  seemed  ta 
surpass  the  preceding,  till,  the  quantity  of  water  in  the  subterraneous  cavern% 
being  spent,  they  gave  place  to  the  column  of  steam,  which  continued  to  rush 
up  with  a  deafening  roar  for  nearly  an  hour. 

The  periodical  evacuation  of  Strockr  having  been  deranged  by  this  violent 
experiment,  no  symptoms  whatever  of  a  fresh  eruption  af^ared  the  following 
•ioming.    As  I  wished,  however,  to  see  it  play  once  more  before  I  bid  an  eve^« 
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•ally  they  were  about  ten  or  twelve.  The  pipe  of  this  npring 
opens  into  a  beautifiil  circular  bason  about  twelve  feet  in 
diameter,  the  surface  of  which  exhibits  incrustations  equally 
beautiful  with  those  of  the  Great  Geyser.  At  the  depth  rf 
a  few  feet,  the  pipe,  which  is  scarcely  three  feet  wide,  be- 
comes very  irregular;  yet  its  depth  has  been  ^"certained  to 
be  thirty-eight  feet.  There  is  a  large  steam-hole  at  a  short 
distance,  to  the  north-west  of  the  Little  Geyser,  which  roars 
and  becomes  quieseent  with  the  operations  of  that  spring. 
A  little  further  down  the  tract  are  numerous  apertures,  some 
of  which  are  very  large,  and,  being  full  of  clear  boiling  water, 
they  discover  to  the  spectator  the  perilous  scaffolding  on 
which  he  stasids.  When  approaching  the  brink  of  many  of 
them,  he  walks  over  a  dome  of  petiified  morass,  hardly  a 
foot  in  thickness,  below  which  is  a  vast  boiling  abyss,  and 
even  this  thin  dome  is  prevented  from  gainiilg  a  due  con* 
mstenoe,  by  the  humidity  and  heat  to  which  it  is  exposed. 
Near  the  centre  of  these  holes  is  ^uated  the  lAtUe  Stockr^ 
a  wcmderfuUy  amusing  litde  fountain,  which  darts  its  waters 
in  numerous  diagonal  columns  every  quarter  of  an  hour. 

Nor, is  it  in  this  direction  alone  that  orifices  and  cavities 
abound.  In  a  small  guUey  dose  to  the  Greyser,  is  a  num« 
ber  of  holes,  with  boiling  water;  to  the  south  of  which, 
rises  a  bank  of  ancient  depositions,  containing  apertures  of 
a  much  larger  (dze  than  the  rest  One  c^  these  is  filled  with 
beautifully  clear  water,  and  discovers  to  a  great  depth  vari- 
ous groups  of  incrustations,  which  are  very  tempting  to  the 
eye  of  the  beholder.  The  depth  of  this  reservoir  is  not 
less  than  fifty  feet.  On  the  brow  of  the  hill,  at  the  height 
rf  nearly  two  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the  Great  Gey- 

ktdng  ftteweO  to  dicse  wonders  of  nature,  and,  espedaHy,  being  anxious  to 
ascertain  the  reality  of  my  supposed  discovery,  I  got  my  scn-ant  to  assist  me, 
about  eight  o^cIock,  in  casting  all  the  loose  stones  we  could  find  into  the  spring. 
"We  had  not  ceased  fire  minutes,  when  the  wishcd-fbr  phenomena  rocommencjd, 
and  the  jets  were  carried  to  a  hei^t  little  inferior  to  what  they  had  gained  the 
preceding  evening.  At  half  past  nine,  I  was  obhgcd  to  set  out  on  my  journey ; 
but  often  looked  back  on  the  thundering  colunm  of  steam,  and  reflected  with 
amazement  at  my  having  given  such  an  impulse  to  a  body  which  no  power  on 
earth  could  controuL 
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^r,  ave  several  holes  of  boiling  clay ;  some  of  which  pro- 
duce sulphur,  and  the  effloresoence  of  alum ;  and  at  the  base 
of  the  hilly  on  the  opposite  side,  are  not  less  than  twenty 
springs,  which  proves  that  its  foundations  are  entirely  per- 
forated with  veins  and  cavities  of  hot  water. 

About  eleven  o^clock,  we  were  under  the  neoesrity  of  hiU 
ing  our  tents,  and  removing  from  a  place  where  we  had  seen 
some  of  the  grandest  If  the  works  of  God ;  and  proceeded 
on  to  Haukadai,  which  lies  at  the  distance  of  three  quarters 
of  a  mile  to  the  north  of  the  Geysers,  and,  on  account  of  its 
being  the  jdace  where  Ari  Frode,  the  first  historiographer 
of  the  nordi,  received  his  education,  has  nearly  as  strong  a 
claim  on  the  attention  of  the  historian  as  the  neighbouring 
fountains  have  on  that  of  &e  naturalist  Ari  was  one  of 
the  most  learned  Icelanders  of  his  day,  and  wrote  several 
books  of  history,  the  greater  part  of  whkh  have  been  lost, 
and  all  that  we  now  have  of  his  works  are  the  Schedse  and 
Landnlimab(Jc,  the  latter  of  which  was  continued  by  other 
learned  men  after  his  death.  He  was  bom  in  the  year  1068, 
and  came  to  Haukadal  in  the  year  1075,  where,  in  company, 
with  Teitr,  the  son  of  Bishop  Isleif,  he  long  enjoyed  the 
tuition  of  Hallr  hinn  Milldi,  who  is  said  to  have  been  the 
most  liberal  and  beneficent  man  op  the  island.  The  present 
occupant  is  in  good  circumastances,  and  possessed  of  a  very 
frank  and  obli^ng  dispoation.  He  conducted  us  into  the 
house,  which  is  uncommonly  orderiy  and  clean,  and  felt  no 
small  d^ee  of  pleasui«  in  relating  to  us  the  diiferent  fo> 
reign  guests  that  had  visited  him.  He  purdiased  a  copy  of 
the  New  Testament,  as  did  also  a  young  man  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Geysers. 

As  we  had  rode  on  about  half  an  hour  before  our  bag- 
gage horses,  we  went  a  little  to  the  west  of  Havkadalj  to  see 
the  remains  of  St  Martinis  bath.  On  th^  eastern  brink  of 
the  small  river  which  inter^j^ts  the  plain,  is  a  large  stone, 
eight  feet  in  length,  by  about  five  in  diameter,  the  one  end 
of  which  projecung  into  the  water,  contains  a  small  hole 
^bout  twice  tlie  size  of  a  man'^s  hand,  through  which  boiling 
water  issued  about  twenty  years  ago.     It  is  now  quite  dry^ 
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and  in  a  grtat  measure  filled  up  with  miirate  depontbns 
whioh  hive  beett  left  on  the  subading  of  the  wdter.  Forty 
years  ago,  there  was  another  sharp  point  attached  to  the 
stone,  in  whidi  was  a  pipe  conveying  cold  water  to  the  bath^ 
which  was^uated  bdow  the  projection,  so  that  those  who 
bathed  had  it  in  their  power  to  cool  or  heat  the  bath  at  plean- 
sure^  by  opemng  either  of  the  cocks  fixed  in  the  ppes.  The 
hot  water  still  issues  forth  in  the  middle  of  the  river.  In 
the  days  of  ignorance  and  superstitbn,  this  bath  was  sup- 
posed to  possess  miraculous  powers ;  and  numbers  resorted 
to  it  from  various  parts,  in  ordar  to  find  relief  from  the  dis^ 
feases  with  which  they  were  afflicted4 

The  general  appearance  of  the  intervenk^groubd  between 
the  Geysers  and  Havkadal  plainly  indicates,  that^  in  fiNrmer 
times,  it  also  has  been  the  seat  of  hot  q>rings.  Indeed,  the 
whole  tract  consists  of  a  stream  of  lava  that  has  flowed  doim 
into  the  plain  from  some  of  the  mountains  to  the  ncHrtl^  of 
Havkaddly  and  whidi  appjsars,  on  advancii^  as  far  as  the 
GejfsetSj  to  have  stopped,  and  thrown  Up  the  mountain  cdl- 
cd  LaugqfUl^  at  the  base  of  which  these  qprings  are  situa- 
ted. When  we  consider  the  remoteness  of  the  period  at 
which  this  must  have  happened,  it  appears  truly  surprising 
that  subterraneous  heat  should  still  exist,  in  the  degree  ne- 
cessary to  account  for  the  stupendous  operations  of  the 
springs,  wlnle  it  has  never  so  far  accumulated  as  to  produce 
a  volcanic  erupdcm.  ^ 

*  That  the  Oeyscr  existed  previoos  to  the  tim^  of  Sato  Graiilmaticas,  that 
18  to  M17,  wgmwAt  of  six  eeDturies  ago,  is  rendered  extreme!7  probable,  hj  ^e 
MoirfBg  parage  in  Ae  Pidbceto  hia  History  of  Danmaifc.  Traatiiig  of  Kor^ 
«^,  he  adds :  ^  Ab  ht^  latere  occidcntaU,  insula,  qos  ghuaaHs  didtor, 
nagno  cireumftisa  reperitui  oceano,  obsolets  admodtim  habitationis  tdlus,  re- 
mm^pie  Teri  fidem  excedentiiim,  et  insolitonmi  eventuom  itiitiichKs  praedicanda. 
iDic  kfOM  est,  qui  ftmsigttktis  aqos  vitio,  naliTam  i«i  ci^fadibet  originefli  demo- 
Ktar.  Saoi  qutoiiuid  fnmi  hiyus  eihalatinne  icspergitar,  in  lapideB  natunedu- 
ritiam  tiansmntatur.  Qos  tee  minbilior.an  pericnlosior  ezistat,  in  dabio  po- 
situm  constat  s  cum  fluidam  aqu»  teneritmtinem  tantus  obsideat  rigor,  ut  ad- 
■lotum  qnidfibet  ftunidoque  ejus  vapore  perfusom,  in  lapidis  proprietatem,  fbr- 
na  dutttexat  snperstite,  subitA  convenione  traasmutat  lUdemque  eomphi- 
MS  alii  latiees  lefemntmr,  qui  modo  oesoentis  lympbas  oepiia  adaoeti,  jdemsque 
CKundaotw  alTein  crebras  in  sublime  guttas  jadunt,  modo  torpoitibus  scatebri^ 
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Our  iray  now  lay  over  a  considerable  portion  of  tliis  lava, 
which  was  for  the  most  part  covered  with  heath,  but  every 
now  and  then  presented  springs  from  which  a  large  quanti- 
ty  of  cold  crystalline  water  issued  into  the  plain.  The  sur- 
face also  exhibited  in  many  places,  bushes  of  willow  and  birch, 
but  scarcely  ever  of  that  size  to  entitle  them  to  the  name  of 
underwood.  On  crossing  FUotsd^  a  broad  but  shallow  river, 
we  casne  to  a  hamlet  called  Hcium^  where,  as  it  was  the  last 
house  on  this  side  of  the  desert,  we  r^aled  ourselves  with  a 
plentiful  draught  of  cream.  The  family,  which  waa  nume- 
rous,  looked  exceedingly  poor ;  and,  as  they  had  only  an  old 
defective  copy  of  the  second  part  of  the  Old  Testament,  I 
gave  the  children  a  copy  of  the  New,  in  the  hopes  that  the 
unoommonness  of  the  gift  might  excit^  attention  to  its  con- 

Tix  ab  imo  conspccd,  pTofundis  subduettoris  terrae  ladbuHs  absorbentur.  Quo 
fit,  ut  exuberantes  proxima  quoque  spumazum  candore  conqiezgBnt,  exinaiiiti 
nullo  visus  ingenio  capiantur.** 

It  is  truly  mysterious,  that  the  most  profound  sOcnce  should  prevail  on  the 
subject  of  these  surprising  phenomena  throughout  the  Icelandic  annals.  Sup- 
posing them  to  have  existed  on  the  first  occupation  of  Ilaukadal,  it  seems  dif- 
ficult to  conceive  why  no  mention  is  made  of  them  by  An  Frode,  and  other 
learned  men,  who  were  eidier  connected  by  family  ties,  or  lived  on  familiar 
terms  with  its  inliabitants.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  equally  surprising,  that 
not  the  least  notice  should  be  taken  of  their  appearance,  allowing  them  to  have 
broken  fbrth  subsequent  to  that  period.  The  first  description  given  of  them  by 
«  native  Icelander,  is  that  of  Bryni(4f  Svonson,  Bishop  of  Skalholt,  inserted  in 
Stephanii  Notae  Uberiores  to  the  Preface  of  Saxo.  The  Bishop  flourished  aboul^ 
the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century.     His  words  are : 

^^  Saxoni  attestor,  qm  anno  superiore  tale  naturae  miraculum  his  ooculis  non 
sine  maxima  adniiratione  conspexi  in  Haukadal,  quod  Scalholto  duobus  wSHi* 
aribna  cum  semisse  distat,  prsdium  oathedrali  templo  subjectum.  Faolatim 
namqiie  ebulliens  aqu^e  fervor  in  cratere  proAindiasiiDO  subriluit ;  et  increments 
seasibili  intumuit,  donee  craterem  implerct  ad  labra  prrasus.  Timi  vero  magno 
cum  tumuli  ingenitus  fervor  aquam  in  sublime  evomuit,  praasentissimo  pro- 
prius  astantium  cum  periculo,  quoe,  uisi  cavercnt,  ignitae  gutts  in  delapsu  ad 
intemedonem  oomburerent.  At  vero  exacto,  ut  arbitrabar,  hone  spatio,  pm- 
tcr  et  testus  defervere,  et.aqua  subsidere  atque  detumoc.  Nosautem  cum  pri« 
mum  accedere  sumus  ausi,  vacuetactum  repente  craterem  ammadvertimus,  et 
prorsoB  jam  exsiccatiim  :  nee  uspLam  aquA  vestigium,  praetcr  hoc  qMum  exina« 
aitum  conoeptiiculum,  comparuit.  Eruptionem,  autem  rusticus  alteram,  intra 
inginti  quatnor  hoiaa  expectare  se  dictitabat.  Ttnto  namque  spatio  mtermiu 
tere  ut  plurimum,  et  lecipere." 
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tents.  Their  mother  immediately  summoned  them  to  give 
me  a  kiss,  in  tok^i  c^  their  thankfuhiess  for  the  boon.  I 
now  recpiested  them  to  read  a  little,  when  the  youngest  girl, 
who  mi^t  be  about  fourteen  years  of  age,  performed  her 
tadc  with  much  prc^Mriety,  though  somewhat  intimidated  by 
the  presence  of  strangers.  She  then  handed  the  Testament 
to  her  aist^,  who  was  upwards  of  eighteen,  and  read  with  so 
sonorous  a  voice,  that  two  hundred  pec^le  might  have  heard 
her  with  ease.  It  was  pleasing  to  observe,  from  her  man- 
ner, and  the  emjdia^s  she  laid  <m  the  proper  wcnrds,  that 
she  not  only  understood,  but  seemed  to  feel  the  importance 
of  what  she  read.  It  was  part  of  the  evangelic  histcxry  of 
the  sufferings  of  the  Redeemer.  *  After  making  a  remark 
or  two  on  the  importance  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  the 
ncocsMty  of  perusing  them  with  diligence,  we  proceeded  on 
our  journey,  followed  by  the  blessings  of  a  grateful  &mily. 
We  pursued  our  course  nearly  in  an  easterly  direction, 
across  a  desert  of  deep  sand,  which  pttived  very  fatiguing 
to  our  horses,  till  we  arrived  at  the  banks  of  the  Hvitd,  or 
White  River,  which  we  found  flowing  in  a  serpentine  course, 
now  spreading  its  waters  over  an  extensive  sandy  bed,  and 
now  confined  to  a  narrower  channel  between  walls  of  colum- 
nar rock.  We  rode  along  the  western  bank,  till  we  came  to 
the  vicinity  of  the  Blue  Mountain  (BldfeBf)  when  we  struck 
off  io  the  left,  and  encamped  about  seven  in  the  evening,  at 
a  short  distance  from  the  base  of  the  mountain.  Our  sta- 
tion consisted  of  a  sandy  hill,  partially  overgrown  with  moss, 
eoarae  grass,  and  a  few  dwarfy  willows,  close  to  a  rivulet 
which  falls  into  the  Hviid^  a  Uttle  farther  down.  Directly 
behind  us  rose  the  huge  extinct  volcano  of  BUfill,  the  sum- 
mit of  which  was  enveloped  in  mist,  and  its  ddes,  which  were 
entirely  destitute  of  vegetation,  presented,  in  many  places, 
deep  ravines  filled  with  snow.     At  a  considerable  distance 

*  dk  my  letam  thk  way  the  foDowing  year,  I  was  still  more  gratified  to 
fiiul,  that  this  girl  had  made  an  astoniihiiig  use  of  the  New  Testament  during. 
the  winter;  for  there  was  not  a  passage  to  which  I  made  the  most  indireet  a!* 
InBon,  whidi  she  did  not  quote  with  the  smne  fiwHity  and  accuracy  as  i^  ^e 
had  ia4  it  fh>m  the  book. 
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towards  the  west;  we  could  descry  the  fantastic  summits  of 
a  long  range  of  volcanic  hills :  while,  in  an  easterly  direction, 
the  eye  was  carried  over  an  extensive  plain;  boundcfd  in  die 
distance  by  the  chain  of  mountains  to  the  north  of  HAlc^ 
which,  at  that  time,  was  free  from  smoke  and  flames,  and 
only  distinguishable  by  the  mantle  of  snow,  from  which  she 
derives  her  name.  Our  situation  appeared  gloomy  in  the 
extreme ;  but,  after  kindling  a  fire,  and  partaking  of  some 
refreshment,  we  retired  to  rest,  and  soon  biuried  in  sleep  all 
the  unpleasant  reflections  occasioned  by  the  proq)ect  of  the 
desert 

Next  morning,  being  the  Lord's  Diiy,  we  assembled  in 
Captain  Von  ScheePs  tent,  when  one  of  the  servants  read  the 
third  and  fourth  chapters  of  the  Grospel  by  John,  in  Ice- 
landic ;  after  which  we  were  under  the  necessity  of  prosecu- 
ting our  journey,  the  horses  having  eaten  all  the  grass  in  the 
vicinity  during  the  night,  and  we  had  a  rid^  of  more  than 
thirty  miles  to  the  next  station.  During  the  first  three  hours^ 
we  had  rather  a  tedious  ride  up  the  steep  ascent  covered  with 
broken  lava,  which  extends  along  the  west  ^de  of  the  moun^ 
tain,  till  we  giuned  its  summit^  called  BUfeUsJiais^  where 
there  is  a  passage  between  that  mountain  and  the  immaiae 
chain  of  ice-mountains  in  the  interior.  From  this  elevation 
we  had  a  most  commanding  prospect  of  the  wliole  level  tract 
of  country,  which,  beginning  at  Haukadali  and  stretching 
past  SkaffioU,  opens  into  the  extensive  plains  bet we^i  mount 
Hekla  and  the  sea.  Several  miles  behind  ThingvaUa^  lay 
the  large  volcanic  mountains  called  SJcialdbreid  and  TindO' 
Jiall;  and  between  lis  and  this  latter  mountain,  a  r^ular 
chain  of  high  conical  mountains  commenced,  which  stretch- 
ed to  a  considerable  distance  along  the  base  of  the  neigh- 
bouring  Yokul.  The  blackness  of  their  appearance  formed 
a  perfect  contrast  to  the  whiteness  of  the  perennial  snows 
behind  them.  What  particularly  struck  us,  was  the  majesty 
of  the  vast  ice  mountain,  which  extends  from  a  little  to  the 
east  of  TindafiaU^  in  a  westerly  and  northerly  direction,  to 
the  distance  of  not  less  than  an  hundred  miles  across  tlie  in- 
terior of  the  island.     Though  forming  but  one  comiected 
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mass  6i  ice  kad  stiow^  it  i»  divided  into  four  parts  in  the 
gebgraphical  descriptions.  The  south-east  division,  which 
lay  next  us,  is  known  by  the  name  of  BlafeUS'-Yohui :  a  lit- 
tle farth^  north  it  assumes  the  nam^  of  Eiriks-Yokvl ;  and 
the  most  northerly  jis  called  Btdd-YSkvl.  The  fourth  divi^ 
akm  is  that  of  Geiitands^YoktU^  which  terminates  the  moun- 
tain to  the  west,  and  stretches  along  the  nottb-^east  parts  of 
the  Syssd  of  Borgarfiafd.  At  the  spot  on  which  we  now 
stood,  it  was  in  our  power  to  receive  strbng  mental  impres- 
atms  dthor  of  beat  or  cold,  according  to  the  direction  in 
which  we  turned.  Wh«i  we  looked  to  the  west  and  north, 
we  had  nothing  before  us  but  regions  of  ever^uring  ice; 
whereas,  on  turtiing  to  the  south,  we  were  reminded  by  th« 
clouds  of  smoke  ascending  from  the  Geysers^  of  the  maga- 
zines of  fire  that  lay  concealed  in  that  neighbourhood. 

Descendii^  by  the  west  &A  of  JBlfifell,  which  here  consists 
of  immense  irregular  masses  of  dark  brown  tiiifa,  we  came 
again,  in  the  Coutse  of  a  short  time,  to  the  HiAiA^  near  its 
egress  from  alarge  lake,  to  which  it  ^ves  the  nameof  ^z^i^« 
vfAn.  The  wh<de  of  the  western  margin  of  this  lake  is  lined 
with  magnificent  glaciers,  whicb^  before  meeting  the  water^ 
assume  a  hue  oR  tlie  most  beautiful  green.  It  abounds  with 
excellent  fidi,  and  used  to  be  much  frequented  in.  former 
times  by  the  peasants  in  the  south.  At  the  fording-place^ 
the  river  may  be  about  an  hundred  yards  across;  and  we 
found  it  in  some  places  so  deep,  that  our  horses  were  on  the 
point  of  swimming*  It  is  certainly  the  most  formidable  ri« 
ver  in  this  quarter  of  Iceland ;  and  is  often  unfdrdable  for 
weeks  together,  when  travellers,  coming  from  the  desert,  ate 
not  unfrequently  reduced  to  great  straits^  by  the  consump- 
tion  of  the  food  they  had  provided  for  thdr  journey. 

On  leaving  the  Hvit&y  we  encountered  a  long  trac%  of  vol^ 
canic  sand,  with  here  and  there  insulated  stones,  of  an  iiii« 
mense  size,  whidi  must  have  been  erupted  fnmi  the  Kerlin- 
gar-Jialla  vdcanoes,  situated  at  the  distanca  of  fifteen  or 
twenty  miks  in  an  easterly  direction.  Most  of  these  vcdca- 
nic  mountains  form  beautiful  pyramids;  and  some  of  them 
are  of  a  greaV  height^  and  partiisJly  covered  with.inQ#.    The 
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cone,  in  the  remote  distance,  is  most  perfectly  formed,  and 
is  quite  red  in  appearance,  arising  from  the  worn  depoaU 
ed  on  its  sides.  None  of  these  vtdcanoas  have  ever  been  ex^ 
pfered ;  nor  have  I  so  much  as  met  with  their  names  in  any 
description  of  the  idand  that  I  have  seen.  From  the  pea* 
sant  at  ffdum,  who  has  proceeded  several  times  to  the  vici^ 
mty  in  search  of  moss,  I  learned  that  a  very  extensive  tract 
of  lata  stretches  between  them  and  the  ancient  road,  called 
Spreingusand ;  and  at  one  place  he  observed  much  smoke, 
which  he  su{^)osed  arose  from  springs  of  baling  water. 

At  four  oVlock  we  came  to  the  Blade  River  (Svartiy)  ford« 
ing  which,  we  fdl  in  with  an  extensive  tract,  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Kialktawn^  which  has  been  at  least  twice  sub- 
jected to  fiery  torrents  from  a  volcano  in  the  n^ghbourhood 
of  Bald-Yokul,  if  not  from  the  Yokul  itself.  This  kra  is 
upwards  of  twenty  miles  in  length ;  and,  in  some  places, 
five  or  six  in  breadth.  '  Here  the  road  divided :  that  called 
IRatoegWy  leading  to  Skagafiord^  lay  to  the  kfl,  aaross  the 
lava ;  whereas  the  way  to  Eyi^iord^  which  we  pursued,  ran 
along  its  eastern  margin,  now  on  one  side  of  the  [Mack  Ri- 
ver, and  now  on  the  other.  After  travelling  about  dght 
miles  farther,  over  a  very  stony  tract,  we  came  to  the  station 
of  GrAnrnicM,  which  we  found  to  be  the  termination  of  a 
very  ancient  stream- of  lava,  mostly  covered  with  moss  and 
wUlows,  and  having  only  a  little  grass  in  the  cavities,  which 
have  been  formed  by  the  bursting  or  falKng  in  of  the  oust 
XnhospttaUe  as  it  appeared,  we  were  obliged  to  stop^  as  we 
were  exposed  to  a  heavy  ndn,  and  the  next  green  spot  wa» 
about  fifty  miles  distant 

'  Ontheaf^moonof  Monday,  the  first  of  August,  we  com- 
menced the  worst  stage  on  otu*  whole  journey.  Our  road, 
which  iK  times  was  scarcely  visible,  lay  along  the  west  »de 
of  the  iTof^  or  JmarfUl  ioktd^  a  prodigious  ice  mountain^ 
stretdiing  from  the  volcanoes  above  mentioned,  in  a  north- 
erly direction,  fof  upwards  of  fifty  mSes,  when  it  turns  nearly 
due  east,  and  extends  to  nearly  thirty  miles  in  that  direc- 
tion. The  i^pellation  of  Lcmgi  Yohd  is  also  given  to  this 
mountain  on  the  maps^  but  impioperiy,  as  that  designation 
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exclunvdj  bdongs  to  the  extenaive  eham  of  ice  mountains 
aliead J  described,  as  known  by  the  sub^visions  of  BldfUly 
GeUUmdy  Eirik^  and  Bald  Yokuh.  On  passing  it,  howeyer, 
we  certainly  found  it  suffidently  long :  £br  we  rode  at  no 
great  distance  from  it  far  the  space  of  twei^  hours,  aod 
were  all  the  time  exposed  to  a  cold  piercing  wind  whicb 
Uew  from  that  quarter.  About  eleven  at  night*  we  came 
to  the  Bkmda^  or  Mi^ed  River^  the  waters  of  whidi  were  of 
a  Uui^  colour,  and,  dividing  into  upwards  of  a  doeen  of 
bt'anches,  th^  rendered  our  passage  both  tedious  and  trouUe- 
some.  Near  the  north-west  comer  of  the  Yc^ul,  a  great 
number  of  curiously  shaped  hiDs  presented  themselves  to 
our  view,  which  we  found,  on  approaching  them,  to  be  partly 
Tolcanic,  and  partly  immense  masses  of  Yokul,  intermixed 
with  drosses  and  fragmaats  of  lava,  whidi  have  been  sqpa^ 
rated  from  the  mountain  during  some  of  its  convulsion^ 
and  hurled  along  to  tl^ir  pres^it  situation  by  the  inunda^ 
tk>ns  it  has  poured  down  upon  the  plains.  At  ten  minutes 
before  three  oV^lock  in  the  morning,  as  we  had  got  quite  sur- 
rounded by  these  hills,  and  were  almost  shivering  with  cold 
(die  waters  being  covered  with  &esii  ice),  we  were  gratified 
with  a  view  of  the  sun,  ricong  in  all  his  glory  diiecdy  befiMre 
us.  The  g^oom  in  which  we  had  been  invcdved  now  fled 
away ;  and  we  obtained  a  very  extensive  prospect  of  the 
surrounding  country.  It  was  a  prospect,  however,  by  no 
means  pleasing ;  for  to  whatever  idde  we  turned,  nothing 
was  visiUe  but  the  devastations  of  ancient  fires,  or  r^pons 
•f  perpetual  fiost : 

'  »       Pigris  uU  nulla  campis 
Arbor  s8tiv&  recreatur  aurft. 

We  were  not  only  far  from  the  habitations  of  men,  but  de* 
serted  even  by  the  beasts  of  the  field,  and  the  hirds  of  the 
air.  Here  <<  novoice  of  cattle  is  ever  heard:  bodi  the  fowl 
of  the  heavens  and  the  beast  are  fied;  they  are  gone.'' ♦ 

*JereBuix.  10. 
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Leaving  a  re^on  ^<  where  all  life  dies,  death  lives,  and 
nature  breeds  perverse,  all  monstrous,  all  prodi^ous  thin^/^ 
we  enterttdned  the  hope  of  meeting  soon  with  a  mc^re  enli- 
vening prospect  In  this,  however,  we  were  disaj^int- 
ed :  for,  we  had  advanced  only  a  short  way,  ^en  we  entei:- 
ed  a  stream  of  lava,  which  we  found  rugged  and  wild  in  the 
extreme,  and  which  it  took  us  near  an  hour  to  cross.  Deq) 
ravines  and  chasm»  presented  themselves  in  every  quarter; 
and  in  many  jdaces  were  huge  blisters,  full  of  cracks,  which 
the  rag^g  element  has  formed  in  its  progress.  The  idea 
of  a  fiery  torrent,  nearly  two  miles  in  breadth,  proceeding 
•from  an  ice  mountain,  will  appear  to  many  the  wildest  and 
most  incongruous  that  can  pos^bly  be  concaved :  yet  such, 
in  reahty,  was  the  fact  now  exhibited  before  us.  We  could 
evidently  see  the  stream  of  lava  descending  from  the  Yokul, 
at  the  distance  of  about  a  mile  to  our  right,  and  pursuing 
its  course  in  a  westerly  direction  among  numerous  small 
conical  hills,  which  it  has  thrown  up  as  it  advanced.  This 
lava  is  called  the  Lamba-hraun^  from  the  circumstance  of  a 
number  of  lambs  having  been  once  found  in  it. 

Our  way  lay  next  across  several  considerable  hills  rf  yel- 
lowish tuffa,  with  here  and  there  appearances  of  lava,  as- 
suming a  basaltine  configurauon.  About  nine  in  the  morn- 
ing we  halted  at  a  small  green  spot,  nearly  five  miles  to  the 
north  of  lUrndris-hmukar^  a  number  of  variously  shaped 
volcanic  hills,  which,  at  a  very  remote  period,  have  poured 
forth  burning  streams  to  a  great  distance  on  the  north  side 
of  the  Yokul ;  but,  finding  the  grass  insufficient  iw  the  fd.- 
lowing  night,  we  set  off  again  about  three  o^clock  in  the  af- 
ternoon, and  travelled  upwards  of  eight  miles  over  barren 
stony  mountains,  till  we  arrived  at  the  Toktdsaj  or  the  Ri- 
ver of  the  Ice  Mountains,  which  flowed  with  great  rapidity 
in  a  deep  channel,  the  hanks  of  which  were  composed  of  dirjr 
and  loose  earth,  fmd  on  this  account  very  difiicuit  of  descent. 
The  fohling  of  this  river  is  attended  with  considerable  dan- 
ger, owing  to  the  large  stones  at  the  bottom,  which  the  trsr* 
veller  is  prevented  from  seeing  by  the  muddiness  of  the  wa- 
ter.   In  fording  it,  my  horse  stumbled  with  me  three  time% 
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and  had  nearly  precipitated  me  into  the  stiream :  but  the 
Liord  preserved  me,  and  caused  me  to  experience  the  literal 
fulfihnent  o£  that  gracious  promise:  ^<  When  thou  passest 
through  the  waters,  I  will  be  with  thee,  and  through  the  ri- 
vers, they  shall  not  overflow  thee.''  *  Having  ascended  the 
northern  bank,  we  came  to  a  tract  of  marshy  ground,  where 
we  jntched  our  tents,  and  retired  immediately  to  sleep,  be< 
ing  much  fatigued  with  the  long  ride. 

Befcnre  reaching  this  part  of  the  desert,  we  had  been  ra- 
ther  alarmed  by  the  appearance  of  two  rivers  on  the  maps, 
which,  from  thdr  size  as  there  djslineated,  wore  as  formidable 
an  aq)ectasanyon  the  island  They  are  described  as  taking 
their  rise  from  some  common  source  to  the  south-east  of 
AmarfiHS'Yckul ;  and,  after  separating,  the  one  pursues 
its  course  down  Omiadaly  and  pours  its  waters  into  the  bay 
of  E^t^ordj  and  th^  other  runs  past  Holum  into  the  Skaga^ 
ficrd.  But  no  sik^  rivers  appear  ever  to  have  existed.  The 
Yoktd  River  J  we  had  just  forded,  is  the  <mly  river  of  any 
consequence  to  the  north  of  the  Yokul ;  and  the  Oamadal 
and  KcHbeinsdai  rivers  are  by  no  meansof  the  size  laid  down 
on  the  inaps,  and  take  their  rise  in  the  moimtains,  betwe^i 
the  coast  and  VatnaMaOi^  the  name  by  which  the  desert 
tract  to  the  north  of  the  Yokul  is  designated. 

At  dght  o'dodk,  x>n  the  morning  of  the  Sd,  we  renewed 
our  journey  across  the  mountains.  The  rpad  was  very  rough 
and  unbeaten,  and  mostly  up-hill  till  about  noon,  when  we 
gained  the  summit  of  the  mountain-pass,  and  b^an  to  de? 
somd  on  the  other  side.  The  descent  was  at  first  exceed* 
ingly  stony  and  precipitous,* and  in  many  places  we  could 
not  discover  any  tract.  There  were,  however,  heaps  of 
stones  cast  up  at  various  distances  to  point  out  the  way,  and 
in  some  jdaoes  a  heap  of  bones,  from  which  we  could  con- 
clude, that  the  horses  of  some  form^  travellers  had  fallen  a 
sacrifice  to  the  badness  of  the  road^  while  it  at  the  same  time 
warned  us  of  the  danger  to  which  our  own  were  exposed. 
After  travelling  over  several  wreaths  of  jmow,  and  descend^ 
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ing  about  two  miles,  we  could  discern  from  the  rise  of  tbn 
mountains  before  us,  that  we  approached  the  valley  of  Eya^ 
JiorcL  Having  proceeded  about  two  miles  farthar,  we  came 
to  the  skle  of  a  \nde  and  deep  gullej,  which  the  mountwu 
torrent  had  made  in  its  way  down  to  the  valley.  The  road 
now  lay  along  the  south  side  of  thi?  galley,  in  a  sig-zag  ^ 
rection,  but  was  nevertheless  so  precipitous,  and  appxMUJied 
at  times  so  near  the  fissure,  that  if  we  had  rode  on  any  other 
but  Icelandic  horses,  we  certainly  i^ould  not  have  ventured 
where  we  did.  The  change  in  the  jnrospeot  was  indescriba- 
bly delightful.  The  green  gitiQS  with  which  the  valley  was 
nchly  clad,  the  beautiful  river  by  which  it  was  intersected, 
the  cottages  which  lay  scattered  on  both  sides,  and  the  sheep 
and  lambs  which  w^re  grazing  in  every  direction,  and  which, 
from  th^ir  distance  bdow  us^  uppeared  only  as  small  specks ; 
these  circumstimces,  combined  with  the  height  of  the  moun- 
tains that  boldly  faced  each  other,  and  then  sbped  gently, 
down  into  the  valley,  proved  an  agreeable  relief  to  the  eye, 
which  for  four  days  had  scarcely  beheld  a  tufl  c^  gnss^  or 
indeed  any  thing  but  stones  and  snow.  Our  very  horses 
seemed  to  be  animated  widi  the  prospect  bfsfore  them,  and 
mended  their  pace  of  th^  owq  accord.  At  half  pi»t  two, 
we  arrived  at  the  footof  the  descent,  whidi  altogether  codd 
not  be  less  than  two  thousand  five  himdred  feet. 

As  our  baggage  horses  did  not  make  th^  appearance  on 
the  heights  behind  us,  we  allowed  our  horses  to  feast  op  the 
luxuriant  grass  in  the  valley,  while  we  entered  the  guUey  in 
order  to  view  the  scenery.  A  little  way  up  it  opens  most 
majestically  on  the  view,  b^lng  divided  by  the  toirait  into 
^  two  ^micirdies,  and  the  clifis,  which  surround  the  opening 
at  the  height  cf  between  four  and  five  hundred  feet,  rising 
into  bec^itiful  domes  and  turrets  of  various  sizes.  It  re- 
sembled a  vast  amphitheatre,  and  inspired  the  mind  with 
sentiments  of  wonder  and  awe. 

On  returning  from  ^he  fissure,  we  wer%  surprised  to  find 
4hat  the  men  and  horses  had  not  yet  arrived,  and  b^an  to 
entertain  suspicions  lest  some  evil  had  befallen  them  on  the 
mountain ;  but  after  some  time,  we  discovered  them  pro- 
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eeedsig  akxig  the  opposite  aick  of  &6  valk  J,  having  desoettd- 
ed  by  another  road,  though  neither  so  near^  nor  so  eetsy  ef 
descent  as  that  which  we  had  taken. 

We  now  made  the  best  of  our  way  to  the  first  farm  in  the 
valley,  whidi  is  caHed  T^ammbcSj  and  lay  at  a  little  distance 
belbreus.  It  is  situated  exactly  in  the  middle  £^  the  valley, 
upon  a  beantifiil  green  mount,andani8istsof  several  houses 
which  lie  togeth^  in  a  eluster,  besides  smaller  ones  for  the 
a^tle  at  a  shoit  distance  firom  each  other.  In  general,  the 
Icdandic  houses  are  all  constructed  in  the  same  manner^ 
and,  liith  little  or  no  variation,  exhibit  the  plan  of  those 
raised  by  the  ori^nal  settlers  £rom  Norway.  The  walls, 
which  may  be  about  four  feet  in  he^t  by  six  in  thick* 
ness,  are  conposed  of  akemate  layers  c£  earth  and  stooe^ 
and  incline  a  little  inwards,  when  th^are  met  by  a  skfrnig 
roof  of  turf,  supported  by  a  few  beams  which  are  crossed  by 
tw^  and  boughs  of  lurch.  The  roc^  always  fiumkhes  good 
grass,  whk^  is  cut  with  the  scythe  at  the  usual  season.  In 
front,  three  doors  generidly  present  diemsdves,  the  tops  of 
whidi  form  triangles,  and  are  almost  always  ornamented  with 
vraes.  Tlie  middk  door  qpois  into  a  daric  passage,  about 
thirty  foet  in  length,  by  five  in  breadth,  from  which  entrancee ' 
branch  off  on  either  side,  and  lead  to  different  apartments^ 
such  as,  the  stranger's  room,  which  is  always  the  best  in  the 
house,  the  kitdien,  weaving  room,  &c.  and  at  the  inner  end 
of  the  passage  lies  the  Bad^o£E^  or  sleeping  iqpartment,  which 
aba  forms  the  sitting  and  conmum  working-room,  of  the  fo^ 
mily .  In  many  houses  this  room  is  in  the  garret,  to  which 
the  passage  communicatea  by  a  dark  and  dai^erous  stair- 
case. The  light  is  adadtted  through  small  windows  in  the 
foc^,  wUdi  generally  consist  of  the  amnion  of  sheep,  though 
of  late  years  glass  has  got  more  into  use.  Such  of  the  houses 
as  have  windows  m  the  walls,  bear  the  most  striking  re- 
semblance to  the  exterior  of  a  bastion.  The  smoke  makes 
its  escape  throu^  a  hole  in  the  roof;  but  this,  it  is  to  be 
observed,  is  only  from  the  kitchoi,  as  the  Icelanders  never 
have  any  fire  hi  thai;  ntting-room,  even  during  the  severest 
cold  in  winter.    Their  beds  are  aninged  on  each  ade^of 
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the  room^  and  consist  of  apea  bedsteads  raised  about  tlirce 
feet  above  the  ground.  They  are  filled  with  sea  weed,  fea- 
thers, or  down,  according  to  the  drcumstances  of  the  pear 
sant ;  over  which  is  thrown  a  fold  or  two  o£  wadmel,  and  a 
coverlet  of  divers  colours.  Though  the  beds  are  extremely 
narrow,  the  Icelanders  contrive  to  deep  in  them  by  couples, 
by  lying  head  to  foot  Sometimes  the  inside  of  the  rooms 
are  pannelled  with  boards,  but  generally  the  walls  are  bare, 
and  collect  much  dust,  so  that  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  keep 
any  thing  clean.  It  is  seldom  the  floor  is  laid  with  boards, 
but  consists  of  damp  earth,  which  necessarily  proves  very 
unhealthy. 

In  the  stranger's  room  is  a  long  table  with  a  parallel  bendi, 
next  to  the  wall  on  the  one  side,  and  the  place  of  chairs  is 
commonly  supptied  on  the  other  by  large  chests,  containing 
the  dothes,  valuables,  &c.  of  the  inhabitants.  From  the 
c^ing  are  also  suspended  numerous  halnliments,  and  articles 
of  domestic  economy ;  and  in  some  houses,  a  bed  is  put  up 
here  with  curtmns,  for  the  accommodation  of  travdilers. 
Foreigners  always  onnplain  of  the  insupportable  stench  and 
filth  of  the  Icelandic  houses,  and,  oertaiidy,  not  without  rea- 
son ;  yet  I  question  much  if  these  evils  do  not  exist  nearly 
in  the  same  degree  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  the  country 
hamlets  of  Ireland,  or  the  comnum  Bauer  huts  in  Germany. 

One  of  the  ade  doors  in  front,  opens  into  what  is  caU^ 
the  SkemmOy  a  separate  apartment  containing  dried  fish  and 
other  winter^tores,  riding  accoutrements,  &c.  Otherwise 
'  this  name  seems  originally  to  have  denoted  a  gynseceum^ 
which  was  solely  occupied  by  the  female  part  of  the  family. 
The  other  door  is  that  of  the  smithy,  which,  however,  in 
some  parts  pf  the  island,  stands  by  itself.  To  these  are  ap- 
pended several  smaller  out-houses  for  the  reception  of  the 
cows,  and,  at  a  short  distimce,  are  those  appropriated  for 
the  ^eep.  The  whole,  together  with  the  hay  stacks  in  the 
yard,  forms  a  group  not  altogether  unpleasfmt  to  the  eye  of 
the  traveller  on  approaching  it 

The  numerous  flocks  of  sheep  which  surrounded  Tior^ 
fmiflp,  convinced  us  that  the  peasant  was  in  good  circiun- 
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stances.  On  ricfing  up  to  the  door  he  came  out  to  us,  and 
after  learning  who  we  were,  he  conducted  us,  with  looks  of 
kindness,  into  the  best  room  in  the  house,  and  immediately 
provided  us  with  cream  to  quench  our  thirst  till  his  wife  got 
flomediing  prepared  for  us  to  eat.  In  the  meantime,  our 
3crvants  fixed  the  tents  at  the  back  of  the  house.  On  learn- 
ing that  I  had  Bibles  with  me,  the  peasant,  who  is  a  young 
man,  and  newly  married,  regretted  that  he  had  not  been 
able,  as  yet,  to  furnish  his  house  with  a  copy,  and  expressed 
a  wisli  to  see  one  of  those  I  had  in  my  trunks.  Having 
taken  a  Bible  and  a  New  Testament  to  shew  his  wife,  he 
soon  returned,  having  resoked  to  take  both,  and  paid  tha 
{Nice  with  the  utmost  cheerfulness.  I  had  scarcely  turned 
to  re-enter  my  tent,  when  two  servant  girls  came  running 
with  money  in  their  hands,  and  wished  to  have  each  a  New 
Testament  As  my  stock  was  small,  and  I  had  a  consider*, 
able  extent  of  country  to  supply  from  it,  chiefly  as  samples, 
I  was  sorry  I  was  under  the  necessity  of  putting  them  off 
dll  next  year,  but  testified  my  approbation  of  their  wish  to 
possess  the  word  of  Grod;  and  begged  them  to  read,  in  the 
mean  time,  the  tojHes  that  had  come  into  the  family. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  remoteness  of  the  surrounds 
tng  cottages  from  the  nearest  market-place  to  which  it  was 
intended  to  fcHrward  Bibles  next  year,  I  sent  for  two  of  the 
poorest  people  in  the  vidnity,  and  gave  each  of  them  a  Tea- 
tament  CHue  <^  them  had  a  Danish  Bible,  which  he  en- 
deavoured, as  well  as  he  could,  to  collect  the  sense  of,  but 
he  understood  the  language  very  imperfectly.  He  thanked 
me  repeatedly,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  and  rode  home  quite 
overjoyed  at  the  g^t  he  had  recdved.  The  other,  a  young 
man  about  nineteen,  had  been  dispatched  by  his  poor  and 
aged  parents,  to  leani  the  truth  of  the  message  that  had  been 
sent  them.  There  was  an  uncommon  degree  of  humble 
simplicity  in  his  countenance.  On  receiving  the  Testament, 
it  was  hardly  possible  for  him  to  contain  his  joy.  As  a  num- 
ber of  people  had  now  collected  round  the  door  of  my  tent, 
I  caused  him  to  read  the  third  chapter  of  the  Gospel  of  John. 
He  had  scarcely  bcgun^  when  they  all  sat  down,  or  knelt  on 
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tlie  grass,  and  listened  with  the  most  devout  attention.  As 
he  prpoeeded,  the  tears  began  to  trickle  down  their  cheeks, 
and  they  were  all  seemingly  much  affected.  The  soene^was 
doubtless  as  new  to  them  as  it  was  to  me ;  and,  on  my  re- 
marking, after  he  had  dcme,  what  important  instructions 
were  contmned  in  the  portion  rf  Scripture  he  had  read^ 
they  gave  their  assent,  adding,  with  a  sigh,  that  they  were 
but  too  little  attended  to.  The  landlady  espedally  seemed 
'  deefdy  impressed  with  the  trudis  she  had  heard,  and  re- 
jnmned  sometime  after  the  others  were  gone,  together  with 
an  aged  female,  who  every  now  and  then  broke  out  into  ex- 
clamations  of  praise  to  God,  for  having  sent  ^<  his  clear  and 
pure  word^  among  them.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  describe 
the  pleasure  I  felt  on  this  occasion.  I  forgot  all  the  6itigue8 
of  travelling  over  the  mountains ;  and,  indeed,  to  enjoy  an- 
another  such  evening,  I  could  travel  twice  the  distance.  I 
bless  God  for  haying  counted  me  worthy  to  be  employed  in 
thisf  ministry ;  to  dispense  his  holy  word  among  a  pec^le 
prepared  by  him  for  its  reception,  and  to  whom,  by  the 
blessing  qf  lus  Spirit,  it  shall  prove  of  everlasting  benefit : 
nor  can  I  be  suffidently  thankful  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Briti^  and  Fprdgi^  Bible  Society,  for  having  constituted 
me  tl^e  almoner  of  th^  bounty,  and  sending  me  on  an  errand, 
which,  while  it  brings  fdicity  to  others,  proved  a  source  o( 
so  much  enjo3naient  to  my  own  mind. 

Early  next  morning  we  pursued  our  route  down  the  valley^ 
The  ride  was  the  most  agreeable  imaginable.  The  valley 
is  well  inhabited,  being  covered  with  luxuriant  verdure,  an4 
affording  an  excellent  pasturage  to  the  sheep  and  cattle, 
which  fprm  the  prindpal  riches  of  the  Iceland  peasant  The 
mountains  by  which  it  is  sheltered  on  both  sides,  are  between 
SOOO  and  4s2O0  feet  in  height;  and  are  clad  with  grass  more 
than  half  way  up  to  the  summit  The  cottages  looked  far 
superiinr  to  those  in  the  south,  and  the  churches,  several  of 
which  we  passed,  had  also  a  more  decent  appearance.  In 
that  of  Grand,  which  we  surveyed  while  the  peasant  was 
getting  our  horses  ready,  I  was  surprised  to  find  an  old  por- 
trait of  General  Monk  hanging  on  the  w^Uj^  to  the  right  of 
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the  altar,  with  a  few  aerostk  lines,  sayouiing  strongly  of 
the  times  in  ^i^uch  they  were  written.  How  it  came  here  is 
more  than  I  could  learn. 

On  the  right  hand  side  of  the  valley,  we  could  observe 
Nupt^Wy  famous  for  its  having  been  the  seat  of  the  Ice- . 
landic  printing  press,  which  Bishop  Gudbrand  improved  on 
his  being  installed  into  the  s^  of  Hdum.  Jon  Jonson,  whose 
father  had  brought  the  (original  press  trom.  Sweden  about  the 
year  1580^  was  prevailed  upon  by  the  Bishop  to  undertake 
a  voyage  to  Copenhagen,  in  cn-der  to  acquire  a  more  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  art,  and,  on  his  return,  received  this  farm 
as  a  perpetual  readenqe  for  himself  and  his  successors  in 
office ;  but  the  Bishop  sopn  found  the  place  inconvenient, 
on  account  of  the  distance,  and  got  the  press  removed  to 
Holum,  where  he  rendered  the  estaUishment  more  complete.^ 
On  the  same  side  of  the  valley  lay  Thveri  Abbey,  whidi  was 
erected  by  Biom,  Bishop  of  Holum,  in  the  year  1155,  and 
governed  according  to  the  rules  of  the  Benedictine  monks, 
by  a  series  of  five-and-twenty  abbots,  till  the  time  of  the 
Rtformation,  when  it  was  secularised  along  with  the  other 
monasteries  and  abbe3rs  on  the  island,  f 

A  little  farther  on,  we  came  to  Hrc^iagU,  the  residence 
of  the  very  Rev.  Magnus  Erlandson,  Dean  of  the  Eyafiord 
district  On  delivering  a  letter  to  him,  which  I  had  from 
the  Bishop,  h^  kindly  told  me,  that,  indepaident  of  the 
Bishop^s  recommendat^,  I  shoidd  have  found  him  ready 
to  lend  one  all  the  as^stance  in  his  power,  in  the  promotion 
of  the  good  work  in  which  I  was  engaged ;  and  as  he  was 
to  comm^^  his  autumnal  visitation  the  day  fc^owing,  he 
promised  to  inform  the  clergy  of  his  district  of  the  new  edi- 
tion of  the  Scriptures,  and  request  them  to  institute  an  in* 
quiry  into  the  state  of  their  parishes  with  respect  to  Bibles^ 
that  the  necessary  quantity  of  copies  might  be  sent  to  this 
quarter. 

About  four  o^cloek  we  arrived  at  the  factory  of  Ahur-eyriy 

•  Historia  Ecdesiastica  Islandiac,  torn.  Ui.  pp.  372—375.  Haynia,  1772 
— 1778,  4  vol.  in  4to. 

t  Ibi^.  torn.  iv.  p|»,  41— 4^5. 
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where  I  was  conducted  bj  Captain  Von  Scheel  into  Ilia  houff, 
and  introduced  to  his  lady,  who,  with  her  husband,  strove 
to  procure  me  all  the  comforts  necessary  for  my  rd&edimoit, 
after  so  fiaitiguing  a  journey. 

Akur-eyri^  or,  as  it  is  called  in  Danish,  Oefiord^  is  one  of 
the  principal  trading  stations  on  the  northern  (poast  of  Ice* 
land.  It  is  situated  on  the  west  side  cS  the  Eyafiord  bay» 
and  omsists  oS  three  merchants'*  houses,  several  storehouses 
and  cottages,  amounting  in  all  to  about  eighteoi  or  twen^. 
The  trade  is  much  t^e  same  with  that  of  the  other  staticmsp 
consisting  chiefly  in  bartering  rye  and  other  articles  c^  £>- 
rngn  produce  for  wool,  woollen  goods,  salted  mutton,  &c. 
It  was  fimnerly  famous  for  its  herring-fishery ;  the  herrings 
firequenting  the  bay  in  such  quantities,  that  between  180 
and  200  barrels  have  been  caught  at  a  an^e  draught;  but 
they  have  of  late  years  almost  entirdy  disappeared,  to  the 
no  small  disadvantage  of  the  peasantry  in  the  district,  who 
werefumiahedwith  themattherateof  arixdollar  per  barrel. 
The  Danish  officers.  Captain  Von  Scheel,  and  Captain  Fri- 
sac,  have  redded  here  with  their  families  during  the  time 
they  have  been  in  Iceland.  The  latter  gentleman  had  just 
sailed  with  his  family  for  Copenhagen,  and  Captain  Von 
Scheel  intended  also  sailing  with  his,  by  a  vessel  lying  in 
the  bay.  There  is  a  small  garden  or  two  attached  to  several 
of  the  houses ;  but  the  proper  gardens  he  behi^id  the  town, 
on  the  face  of  a  hill,  where  they  have  an  excellent  southern 
exposure.  They  produce  chiefly  cole-rape  and  potatoes. 
The  latter  article  came  in  season  while  I  was  at  the  place, 
which  was  considered  very  early  in  Iceland. 

On  the  5th,  I  was  happy  in  having  an  (q>portunity  of  exe- 
cuting a  ccnnmission  which  I  had  received  from  Bisho(>  Vi- 
dalin.  Previoi^s  to  my  departure  from  ReykiavUcy  his  lord^ 
ahip  jokingly  said,  that,  on  my  arrival  in  the  north,  it  would 
be  in  my  power  to  settle  a  serious  dispute  which  had  arisen 
between  two  of  his  clergy,  and  that  he  invested  me  with  full 
power  to  that  effect.  The  subject  of  difierence  was  a  copy 
t)f  the  Scriptures,  which  had  been  lent  from  a  church  on  the 
Mainland,  but  had  been  so  long  in  possession  of  that  of 
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Grmsofj  that' the  priest  refused  to  gire  it  up  to  the  diurch 
to  which  it  originally  and  pr(^)erly  bdonged.  Nor  can  his 
umvillingness  to  part  with  the  treasure  be  matter  of  surprise^ 
when  it  is  taken  into  consideration,  that  it  was  the  only  cc^y 
on  an  island  lying  at  the  distance  of  nxty  miles  from  the 
Mainland,  dnd  that  there  was  scarcely  an  individual  among 
its  inhabitants  who  ooidd  purchase  a  copy,  though  sold  at 
the  most  moderate  price,  even  supposing,'  what  rardy  or  ever 
happens,  that  a  Bible  were  exposed  far  sale  in  any  of  the 
northern  districts.  Finding  that  the  clergyman  was  equally 
poor,  I  not  only  gave  a  oc^y  to  the  parish  gratis,  but  also 
<ine  to  himself,  in  the  conviction,  that  without  making  the 
Scriptures  part  of  his  daily  study,  he  would  be  but  very  in- 
differently qualified  to  instruct  his  parishioners  in  the  will  of 
God.  The  same  evening  I  sold  a  Bible  and  a  New  Testa- 
ment to  a  peasant,  who  had  come  to  town  from  a  neighboinr* 
ing  parish  on  purpose  to  buy  them.  Ilis  wife  had  been  in 
town  in  the  forenoon,  and  though  she  was  requested  to  wait 
till  the  general  distributicm  took  place,  the  desire  of  obtain- 
ing cc^es  exdted  in  the  family  on  her  return,  was  so  great, 
that  her  hudband  could  get  no  rest  till  he  set  off  on  purpose 
to  try  if  his  appheatioii  would  not  be  more  successful  I 
still  endeavoured  to  persuade  him  to  wait,  as  I  had  got  so 
few  copies ;  but  he  would  take  no  refusal,  and  insisted,  that 
if  he  did  not  get  the  Bible  now,  I  would  at  least  receive  the 
pajrment,  that  he  might  be  siure  <^  a  copy  when  it  came.  Be- 
sides what  I  gave  him,  he  wished  to  have  six  New  Testa- 
ments, that  each  of  his  children  might  be  furnished  with  a 
copy. 

We  were  honoured,  the  day  following,  with  a  vi^t  from 
Conferenceraad  Th<»rarinson,  the  Grovemor  or  Amtman  of 
the  northern  and  eastern  quarters  of  the  island.  Aflter  bid- 
ding me  welcome  to  Iceland,  he  expressed,  in  very  high' 
terms,  his  approbation  of  the  object  of  my  journey,  and  in- 
£mned  me  that  he  had  received  an  official  communication 
from  the  Syssehnand  of  one  of  the  eastern  districts,  relative 
to  a  quantity  of  Bibles  and  New  Testaments  which  had.  ar- 
rived at  one  of  the  trading  stations.     After  consulting  with 
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lum  and  Captain  Von  Sdieel  about  the  prosecution  of  my 
journey,  I  was  induced  to  alter  the  plan  I  had  originally 
formed,  and,  instead  of  tidcing  the  western  route  to  Reykia- 
vik,  I  resolved  to  proceed  along  the  eastern  and  southern 
ooastsof  the  island,  as  I  had  still  sufficient  time  lefl,  and  the 
numerous  rivers  which  meet  the  traveller  in  that  direction 
are  crossed  with  less  difficulty  in  autumn  tlian  in  spring. 

The  same  day,  I  formed  a  most  interesting  and  valuaUe 
acquaintance  with  the  Sysselmand,  Secretary  Brione^  whoiii 
I  acocmpanied  in  the  evening  to  Kiamky  the  place  of  his  re- 
sidence, about  two  miles  to  the  south  of  Ahw-^fri.  The 
situation  is  charming,  having  the  whole  valtey  straight  be- 
fore it,  and  the  view  of  several  oth^  inferior  valleys  which 
break  off  from  that  of  Eyafiord  on  the  left  hand.  The  house 
was  underg(Hng  a  thorough  x&pm ;  and  the  garden  conost- 
ii^  of  two  divisions,  with  striking  moral  sentences  writtoi 
above  the  doors,  was  laid  out  with  a  great  deal  of  taste,  and 
watered  by  small  streams  which  are  diverted  into  it  from  a 
neighbouring  rill.  On  entering  the  house,  I  was  first  shewn 
into  the  Secretary's  office,  which  contains  a  collection  of  books 
of  minor  importance,  such  as  miscellanies,  journals,  &c ; 
irom  the  office  I  was  conducted  into  his  parlour,  where  I 
found  two  excellent  libraries ;  the  one  consisting  of  books  on 
law,  pditical  economy,  &c ;  those  in  the  other  wa*e  of  a 
mixed  nature,  but  all  works  of  merit  and  importance.  After 
a  short  interval,  Mrs  Brieme  and  the  family  were  introduced, 
all  of  whom  had  something  very  interesting  in  their  i^pear* 
ance ;  and  having  partaken  of  a  dish  of  blue  berries  and 
cream,  I  was  desired  to  walk  up  stairs  and  see  Mrs  B.'s  li« 
brary^  which  I  found  in  a  neat  little  room,  well  arranged^ 
and  consisting,  for  the  most  part,  of  choice  tlieological  wcurks. 
Mrs  B.  is  distinguished  for  her  piety;  and,  besides  attend- 
ing to  the  management  of  a  numerous  family,  she  devotes  a 
considerable  portion  of  her  time  to  the  education  of  her  chiL 
dren,  and  the  improvement  of  her  own  mind.  Hw  hbrary 
contains  about  an  hundred  volumes.  Among  the  English 
auth(»v,  of  which  die  possessed  translations,  either  in  Ice- 
landic or  Daoidb,  I  observed  Hervey's  Meditations,  New- 
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ton  on  tlie  Pit^edes^  Bkir^s  Lectures  on  Chrisf  s  Sermon 
on  the  Mount,  Sherlock  on  Death,  &c  She  has  Ouldberg^s 
and  BasthoWs  trandationa  of  the  New  Testament,  and  Bu 
Aop  BaUe^s  excdlent  Biblical  Lectures.  I  was  also  {leased 
to  find  a  copy  of  the  Icelandic  New  Testament  of  1807; 
wfaidi,  from  the  marks  it  contained,  afforded  proof  of  its 
having  been  read  with  attention.  The  Secretary  has  two 
loebmdic  BiUes  in  folio ;  but  he  nevertheless  intends  to  pur- 
diase  some  aqpies  of  the  new  edition  for  the  greater  conve- 
nienoe  of  his  diildren. 

From  this  interesting  apartment,  I  proceeded  to  a  large 
room  adjcHning,  whidi  is  poperly  the  bed-room  of  the  ser- 
vants. The  beds  were  dean  and  neatly  arranged,  and  what 
is  but  too  little  attended  to  in  Iceland,  the  place  was  wdl 
aired.  It  gave  me  peculiar  pleasure  to  be  informed,  that 
tlm  apartment  also  formed  the  domestic  chapel.  Here,  the 
Irbole  fiunily,  whidi  consists  of  twenty  members,  assembles 
every  evennig,  when  a  psalm  is  sung,-  and,  after  a  diapter 
of  the  Bible  has  been  read,  an  appropriate  prayer  is  present- 
ed by  die  head  of  the  family.  ^  Be^es  this  exercise,  the 
Becreiury  spends  an  hour  or  two,  in  the  kmg  winter  even- 
nigij  in  readmg  to  the  fanuly,  while  at  work ;  and,  what 
tannot  be  suffidently  commended,  he  has  substituted  the 
read&og  of  the  historicid  books  of  Scripture  for  that  of  the 
Sagas,  which  was  formerly  in  luiiversal  use,  and  is  still  kept 
up  by  moat  of  the  peasants.  Considered  asfumidiing  many 
important  data  to  the  history  of  the  north,  which,  without 
thdr  aid,  would  be  extrenfely  dark  and  imperfect,  the  Sagas 
are  c^tainly  <^  great  value,  and,  in  the  hands  of  the  learn- 
ed, may  be  turned  to  a  good  account ;  but  ix>  encourage 
their  perusal  by  the  common  people,  ii*ould  only  be  to  nou- 
riA  those  seeds  of  superstition  and  credulity  which  they  are 
but  too  prone  to  cultivate,  and  which,  in  thdr  vegetation, 
camiot  but  have  a  baleful  influence  on  their  sentiments  and 
conduct  in  Hfe. 

The  exercise  ot  domestic  worship  is  attended  to,  in  al- 
most every  family  in  Iceland,  from  Michaelmas  to  Easter. 
During  the  summer  months  the  family  are  so  scattered,  and 
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the  time  of  their  returning  frofn  their  various  employments 
to  different^  that  it  is  ahnost  impossible  for  them  to  worship 
Grod  in  a  collective  capacity;  yet  there  are  many  families^ 
whose  piety  is  more  hvely  and  zealous,  that  make  conscience 
of  it  the  whole  year  round.  The. inhabitants  of  tliis,  and 
several  of  the  neighbouring  vallies,  are  the  most  enlighten* 
ed  and  inteUigent  of  any  on  the  island.  They  pay  great 
attention  to  the  education  of  their  children ;  and,  bdng  fiEi^- 
voured  with  a  richer  share  of  the  bounties  of  nature  than 
their  bretlu-en  in  other  districts,  they  are  better  enabled  to 
provide  them  with  sudi  books  as  are  necessary  for  their  in- 
struction and  improvement.  Yet,  -even  here,  the  Bible  is  a 
scarce  book ;  and  instances  have  been  known  of  peasants  of- 
fering five  and  six  specie  dollars,  that  is  about  £1,  5s.  for  a 
copy,  without  being  able  to  obtain  it  j 

On  the  7th,  which  was  the  Lord's  day,  as  Acre  was  no 
sermon  in  the  vicinity,  I  ascended  the  rising  ground  behind 
the  factory,  and,  falling  in  with  a  dry  and  sheltered  spot,  I 
lay  down  on  the  grass,  and,  after  spending  some  time  in 
prayer  to  the  Father  of  Lights,  and  God  of  all  my  merdtes, 
I  took  my  Bible  out  of  my  pocket,  and  began  to  enjoy  scHne 
of  the  heavenly  strains  of  the  sweet  singer  of  Israel.  While 
,  my  thoughts  were  borne  on  high  by  the  elevations  of  his  sa- 
cred muse,  I  heard  the  notes  of  harmony  behind  me ;  which, 
on  turning  about,  I  found  proceeded  from  a  cottage,  at  a 
little  distance  io  the  left.  The  inhabitants^  consisting  of 
two  famiUes,  had  collected  together  for  the  exercise  of  social 
worship,  and  were  sending  up  the  melody  of  praise  to  the 
God  of  salvation.  This  practice  is  universal  on  the  island. 
When  there  is  no  pubhc  service,  the  members  ef  each  &- 
xnily  (or  where  there  are  more  famiUes  they  combine)  jcnn  in 
Hnging  several  hymns ;  read  tlie  gospel  and  epistle  for  the 
day,  a  prayer  or  two,  and  one  of  Vidalin's  sermons.  Where 
the  Bible  exists,  it  is  brought  forward ;  and  several  chap- 
ters of  it  are  read  by  the  young  people  in  the  family.  What 
an  encouragement  for  the  distribution  of  the  Scriptures ! 
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CHAP.  III. 

Haeuriion  to  Hohnn^^Modruvalla  Abbey'^Clergymen  tf 
Aadahrecka  and  Steimtadr-^Translator  ofMiUonr^Wu 
atUtdcikJieidi^^ Ascent  cf  the  lohd-^Holum^^Gide  Jon- 
son  C(Ukedral'''Gudbrand  TTiorlaksan-^Removal^tiie 
PresS'^AbolUion  of  ike  School  and  Episcopal  See^-^Situa^ 
^Ofn  and  present  state  qfHolvm — MSS.-^^Icdandu:  Meqis 
''^ExtejUcfHospitaUty'^Hot  Springs^^Retum  to  AJewi» 
eyrL 

Ijbfoee  dettiiig  out  on  my  jounlef  to  the  east,  I  reaolved 
to  make  a  abort  excursion  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Skaga^ 
fiordj  in  order  to  deliver  two  letters  which  I  hadreceived* 
to  the  Deans,  from  Bishop  Vidahn,  relative  to  the  distribo* 
tkm  of  the  Scriptures  in  that  <}uarter.  I  acolrdingly^kfit 
Akwr-eyfri  in  the  forenoon  of  the  8th  of  August^  in  compa- 
ny with  Captain  Von  Sched,  who  had  the  kindness  to  coiu 
duct  me  as  far  as  ModruvaUa  Abbey ^  the  residence  of  the 
C<mferenceraad  Thorarinson,  where  we  arrived  about  one 
o^dock.  The  Abbey  is  agreeably  ntuated  a  little  to  the 
north  of  the  Horgd  river,  at  the  foot  of  a  long  range  of  very 
fa%fa  mountains,  which  stretches  along  the  west  side  of  it,  to 
the  bay  oR  Eyc^wrd.  The  houses  are  alt  built  in  a  superior 
style,  and  the  dwellbg-house  is  cbnstructed  quite  in  the  Da^ 
nish  fashion.  ,  The  rooms,  furniture,  &c.  are  also  finished 
with  as  much  taste  as  those  of  most  houses  in  Denmark.  - 
Nor  is  the  church  at  all  inferior.  It  was  constructed,  about 
twenty  years  ago,  by  carpenters  biought  from  Denmark  on 
purpose.  The  internal  arrangement  is  neat  and  commo- 
dious ;  the  pulpt  being  raised  at  the  end,  above  the  altar^ 
is  directly  in  front  of  the  congregation,  and  not  on  one  of 
the  ndes,  near  the  middle,  as  is  generally  the  ease  in  the 
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Icelandic  churches.  It  may  contain  about  three  hundred 
people* 

We  were  received  by  the  Conferenceraad  and  family  in 
the  most  polite  and  engaging  manner,  and  treated  with  an 
excellent  coUation.  It  gave  me^  pleasiu^  to  find  that  thb 
gentleman  entered  fully  into  the  views  and  design  of  the  Bi- 
ble Society ;  and^  on  my  mentioning  how  desirable  it  would 
be  to  have  a  amilar  institution  formed  in  Iceland,  he  high- 
ly  approved  of  the  idea,  and  engaged  to  lend  his  aid  in  its 
fonnation.  He  also  kindly  undertook  to  have  ready  for  me, 
by  my  return  from  Holum,  a  eopy  of  the  Bishop^s  lettar  to 
the  Dean,  authenticated  by  his  own  signature,  to  serre  as 
an  introduction  to  the  clergy  in  the  east,  (or  which  I  had 
not  made  any  provifflon  before  I  left  Re^kiavik^  not  having 
had  any  idea  £hat  I  should  proceed  in  that  direction. 

A  Uttle  past  three,  I  took  leave  of  this  most  respectable 
fionily,  and  proceeded  up  the  dales  accompanied  by  theder- 
gyman^  Sira  Jon  Jcmson  of  Audabredcct,  *  whom  the  Con* 
£erenceraad  had  teat  for  on  purpose  to  conduct  me  to  the 
next  station.  For  this  favour  I  ocmsder  myself  undo' great 
obligations  to  that  gentleman,  as  I  not  only  found  in  Sini 
Jon,  the  leanied  and  intelligent  clergyman,  but  the  t^ider- 
hearted  fdulanthn^ist,  and  the  {mnis  and  zealous  servant  of 
Jesus  Christ  He  is  forty-two  years  of  age,  rather  little  in 
stature,  and  remarkably  active.  He  was  five  years  correcUiv 
of  the  school  at  Hciumy  and  one  year  em{doyed  in  the  aane 

*  On  trsfdUng  in  Icdand,  an  En^hman  would  ahneet  be  tempted  to  be- 
bcve  diAt  an  the  dccgjmcn  are  Baronets,  as  the  names /Sira  Jon,  ^IraTliomai, 
Sira  Marcus,  &c.  are  ocmstantly  ringing  in  bis  ears ;  but  in  ancient  Sootdl 
writings,  we  not  only  find  '^  Sir,'*  or  ''  Schir,"  prefixed  to  the  names  of  persons 
of  different  ranks,  but  it  iqppears  to  have  been  given  as  a  title  to  ordinary  priests, 
tin  after  the  period  of  the  ReAmnadon.  In  English,  **  Siie*'  is  made  use  of 
in  addresdng  <he  Monaxdi,  and  the  same  is  the  case  in  French ;  nor  can  a 
more  mdearing  tenn  be  used  dum  diat  whidi  characterises  him  as  the  '^  fiufasr** 
of  his  petqple.  It  is  highly  probable  that  &e  Icelandic  5Sm  has  the  same  signi- 
ilcation*-4t  bong  still  common  fbr  the  people  in  Norway,  to  address  their  der* 
gymen  by  the  title  of  ^^  Fadier ;"  and  <'  the  fiEtthers'*  is  a  term  weD  known  to 
the  leaders  of  Eedesiastica]  history.    See  Dr  JamiE80v*s  Etffmokgical  l>ie* 
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wsjr  in  Reykkmiky  where,  by  his  access  to  the  libraries^  he 
has  had  an  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted  with  foreign 
hterature  in  a  greater  degree  than  most  of  his  brethren.  I 
Was  sorpriaed  to  hear  with  what  readiness  he  could  quote 
the  German  and  French  authors,  how  perfecdy  he  was  veri- 
fied in  the  principles  of  deism,  and  the  intimate  knowledge 
he  had  of  the  books  that  hav^been  written  in  defence  of  re- 
Tealed  rdi^on.  He  also  quoted  several  English  writers,  par- 
ticularly young,  who  is  his  favourite  poet  In  his  pastoral 
capadly  he  is  strictly  orthodox ;  zealous  and  indefatigable 
in  his  endeavours  to  instruct  his  parisUoners  in  the  doctrines 
and  duties  of  religiqn;  and  strict  in  his  r^ard  to  character, 
in  the  admianon  of  communicants  to  the  Lord^s  Supper. 
.He  is  particularly  attentive  to  the  rising  generation,  and 
views  their  instruction  as  forming  the  w^ghtiest  and  most 
important  part  of  his  ministerial  charge.  His  parish  is  one 
of  the  most  populous,  containing  upwards  of  four  hundred 
souls ;  yethe  keqisa  register, in  which  their  characters  and 
dtoumstanees  are  re^larly  enteredi 

Bendes  attoiding  to  the  s{uritual  wants  of  his  people,  Sira 
Jon  devotes  a  considerable  portion  of  his  time  to  the  heoL- 
jBg  of  thdr  bodies,  and  is  celebrated  all  over  the  north  fi^ 
his  akifl  in  medirine.  Since  last  new  year,  he  bos  had  more 
than  two  hundred  cases.  His  house  is  literally  a  Bethesda. 
On  passmg  it,  I  ali^ted,  and  was  conducted  into  a  small 
mom,  wfaidi  I  found  answered  the  purposes  oS  a  parlour,  a 
ttmury-hall,  and  an  apothecary'^s  shop.  In  the  loft  were  se- 
veral peof^  who  had  easoe  &r  medical  advice,  among  whom 
I  observed  a  fiemale  severely  afflicted  with  the  drqpsy.  His 
sloek  of  foreign  medicines  is  but  small,  owing  to  their  high 
price,8Dd  the  difficulty  he  has  in  obtaining  them ;  and  though 
be  makes  aU  the  use  he  can  of  the  plants  which  grow  on  \m 
native  soil,  he  finds  numberless  cases  to  which  they  cannot 
be  ap^cd.  He  seems  to  take  great  delist  in  the  study  of 
this  art,  and  views  it  as,  what  it  is  in  reality,  a  yery  suit- 
able ajqpendage  to  the  pastoral  character. 

As  we  passed  along  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  I  was  so 
dianned  with  the  conversation  of  my  interesting  companion, 
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tfaat  I  forgot  the  length  of  the  road,  and  was  quite  regar^^ 
less  of  the  romantic  nature  of  the  scenery,,  which  must  other- 
wise have  attracted  a  considerable  share  of  my  attention. 
We  had  scarcely  entered  the  beautiful  valley  called  Oxnaddly 
when  Sira  Jon  made  a  sudden  stop,  and  pointing  to  a  house 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  told  me  it  was  the  abode  of 
their  celebrated  poet.  "WhatP  I  exclaimed,  somewhat 
taken  by  surprise,  ^^  is  it  there  the  translator  of  MiUtm  re- 
rides  ?■"  **  Yes,''  was  his  reply ;  "  he  is  still  alive,  and  it  is 
some  time  since  he  finished  his  translation  of  that  sublime 
poem.''  I  now  stopped  my  hcH'se,  and  felt  at  a  loss  to  de- 
termine whether  I  should  return  to  the  poet's  that  evening, 
or  postpone  my  virit  till  my  return  from  the  west  The  lat- 
ter I  was  under  the  necessity  of  adopting,  as  my  baggage 
horses  had  gone  on  before  me. 

After  riding  about  an  hour  farther  up  the  valley  we  readi^ 
ed  Stetnstad^  the  abode  of  Sira  Halgrimr,  who  is  clergyman 
of  the  church  of  Backa  on  the  opporite  side  of  the  valley. 
He  is  a  man  of  about  rix  or  eiglit  and  thirty,  and  has  beea 
twelve  years  priest  of  this  parish,  which  contains  nearly  two 
hundred  souls.  He  is  distinguishedly  serious  and  modest,, 
and  though  he  did  not  taUc  the  hundredth  part  with  me 
that  Sira  Jon  did,  I  waa  no  less  pleased  with  the  whole  of 
his  deportment  and  conversatimi.  A  deep  sense  of  genuine 
•f>iety  seemed  to  penetrate  his  whole  frame.  His  wife  also 
appeared  to  be  an  excellent  Christian,  and  exemjdified  in 
her  own  person  and  the  cleanliness  and  arrangement  of  h^ 
house,  that  part  of  the  Apostle's  description  of  the  Christian 
character :  **^  Whatsoever  things  are  of  good  report,"  Sw. 
It  was  not  long  till  she  provided  for  us  a  good  sufq)er ;  and 
I  was  much  gratified  to  observe  the  serious  and  grateful 
manner  in  which  they  partook  of  the  bounties  of  Providence* 
It  is  universally  the  custom,,  in  Icelandic  famiUes,  to  give 
thanks  to  God  with  clasped  hands,  before  and  afler  meats. 
When  the  first  thanksgiving  is  finished,  the  guests  turn  to 
the  master  of  the  house,  (the  mistress  never  rits  at  table, 
being  engaged  in  serving,)  and  say :  Gifmh-  mat  med  Guds 
JridTf  <<  Let  m£  now  partake  with  the  peace  of  God  ;^  and. 
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irh^  the  meal  is  over,  and  thanks  have  been  returned  to 
ihe  Author  of  alt  good,  they  salute  both  master  and  mis- 
tress with  a  kiss,  and  thank  them  for  their  kindnes?. 

From  these  clergjnsien  I  learned,  that  the  standard  of  mo- 
TaUtj  was  never  higher  in  the  north  of  Iceland  than  it  is  at 
the  present  day.  Crimes  are  almost  unheard  of;  and  such 
as  do  make  their  appearance,  are  of  the  less  flagrant  and 
notorious  kind.  The  An  of  dnmkenness,  to  which  certain 
individuals  were  addicted,  previous  to  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  has  bea:i  in  a  great  measiu^e  annihilated  by  the 
high  price  of  spirituous  liquors.  Some  woi^ld  draw  the  con- 
chiaon  from  this  circumstance,  that  the  virtue  of  the  Ice- 
landerd  is  merely  accidental ;  but  He  who  is  perfectly  ac- 
quainted with  the  sinful  propenoties  of  the.  human  heart, 
faath  taught  aU  his  disciples  to  pray :  ^^  Lead  us  not  into 
temptation;^  and  I  shall  ever  admire  the  propriety  of  the 
remark  made  by  Sira  Jon :  ^<  Our  poverty  is  the  bulwark  of 
our  hapjnness.^ 

Happening,  on  the  morning  of  the  9th,  to  meet  one  d[ 
the  Deans,  to  whom  I  had  letters  from  the  Bishop,  on  his 
return  from  the  factory,  to  which  place  he  had  rode  the  day 
before,  I  was  fortunately  enabled  to  make  such  Arrange- 
ments with  him  relative  to  the  disposal  of  the  copies  of  the 
Scriptures  which  had  been  sent  to  Shagajiord^  as  rendered 
it  imneoessary  for  me  to  proceed  to  that  quarter.    About 
%sa  oVlock,  I  rode  in  company  with  Sira  Jon,  and  Sira  Hal- 
grinur,  to  Bcegisdy  the  dwelling  of  the  poet,  Sira  Jon  Thcw- 
lakson.   like  most  of  his  brethren  at  this  season  of  the  year, 
we  found  him  in  the  meadow,  assisting  his  people  in  hay- 
making.    On  hearing  of  our  arrival,  he  made  all  the  haste 
home  which  his  age  and  infirmity  would  allow ;  and,  bidding 
lis  welcome  to  his  humble  abode,  he  ushered  us  into  the 
i^partment,  where  he  translated  my  countryman  into  Ice- 
landic    The  door  is  not  quite  four  feet  in  height,  and  the 
room  may  be  about  eight  feet  in  length,  by  six  in  breadth. 
At  the  inner  end  is  the  poef  s  bed,  and  close  to  the  docxr^ 
over  against  a  small  window  not  exceeding  two  feet  square, 
is  a  table  where  he  conmits  to  paper  the  efiiiiuons  of' his 
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muse.  On  ray  teDing  him,  that  my  countrymen  would  not 
have  forgiven  me,  nor  could  I  have  forgiven  myself,  had  I 
passed  through  this  part  of  the  island  without  paying  him  a 
visit,  he  replied,  that  the  translation  of  Milton  had  yielded 
him  many  a  pleasant  hour,  and  often  given  him  occasion  to 
think  of  England ;  but  as  his  residence  was  so  far  i^rth, 
and  he  had  now  lived  so  long  without  seeing  any  of  Milton^s 
countrjrmen,  he  had  not  entertained  the  most  distant  idea 
that  ever  he  was  to  be  favoured  with  such  a  gratification. 

Of  his  translation  of  Paradise  Lost,  only  the  three  first 
books  have  been  printed.  They  are  inserted  in  the  xiiL  xiv. 
and  XV.  volumes  of  the  publications  of  the  Icelandic  Literary 
Society ;  but  as  this  Society  closed  their  labours  in  the  year 
1796,  our  poet  was  deprived  of  a  channel  through  which  he 
might  communicate  the  remainder  of  his  translation  to  the 
public.  To  print  it  at  his  own  expense  was  altogether  out 
of  the  question,  as  the  whole  of  his  annual  inccmie  from  the 
parishes  of  Bcegiaa  and  Backa  does  not  exceed  thirty  ri&* 
dollars,  *  and  even  of  this  sum  he  must  ^ve  nearly  the  one 
half  to  Sira  Halgrimr,  who  ofiiciates  for  him  in  the  latter 
parish.  The  following  lines  he  has  composed  in  allusion  to 
his  poverty,  the  common  lot  of  poets : 

^  FatoiktiB  er  min  Fylgicona,         ,  Literally :  *<  Ever  since  I  come  i$iio  tkU 

Fra  thvi  eg  kom  i  thennann  Heim ;  srOrM,  /  have  been  wedded  to  poverty^ 

Vid  hofum  la&d  saman  svona,  who  has  now  hugged  me  to  her  hotom 

Siodu  Vetur  Ott  i  tveim ;  ikete  seventy  winters  aUbtU  two  ;  and 

Son  hvort  vid  skiliumz  h^dan  af  wfteiher  toe  shall  ever  he  separated  here 

Hann  reit  er  ockui  saman  gafl**  below^  is  only  known  to  Him  irfto 

Joined  us  together^* 

That  the  entire  poem  has  never  been  printed,  is  a  real 
loss  to  Scandinavian  literature ;  as  it  not  only  rises  superior 
to  any  other  translation  of  Milton,  but  rivals,  and  in  many 
instances,  in  which  the  Eddaic  phrasecJogy  is  introduced^ 
almost  seems  to  surpass  the  original  itself.  Besides  support- 
ing its  prevailing  character,  a  quality  required  of  every  trans- 
lator, Thorlakson  has  nicely  imitated  ks  peculiar  turns,  vA 

"  About  £6,  58.  Sterling. 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


TBAN8LAT0A  OF  MILTON.  MS 

moie  refined  modificatioiis;  and  though,  on  certain  occasioiifi, 
lie  has^  found  it  impossible  to  ^ve  the  particular  effect  of 
certain  sounds,  yet  this  defect  is  more  than4»mpensated,  by 
the  multqdicity  othxppy  combinations,  where  none  exist  in 
the  ori^^nal,  which  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  richness  the  I0&. 
hmdic  possesses  of  such  combinations,  and  the  complete  com- 
mand the  translator  has  had  of  his  native  language. 

The  kind  of  verse  he  has  employ  ed  is  that  called /brn^cia- 
iagy  or  <<  the  versification  of  antiquity,^  which  is  remarkable 
for  its  natural  ease  and  simplidty,  and  hardly  requires  any 
further  study  than  what  regards  the  alUteration.  It  is  of 
this  kind  of  versification  that  the  Vohupd  and  other  sublime 
poems  in  Ssemundar  Edda  consist:  a  circumstance  whidi 
furnishes  die  strongest  internal  proof  of  their  andquity ,  as 
all  die  Skalds^  who  Uved  subsequait  to  the  ninth  century, 
prided  thaoosdves  in  rendering  their  poetry  in  the  highest 
degree  intricate  and  artificial.  I  was  fi^rtunate  aiou^  to 
obtun  a  well  written  oc^y  of  the*  Icelandic,  Milton,  carefully 
revised  by  the  translator  himself  so  that  it  may  be  regarded 
as  possessing  all  the  accuracy  of  an  autograph.  Should  cir-- 
eumstanoes  jMx>ve  favourable,  I  may,  perhaps,  at  some  future 
period,  get  it  printed  in  England. 

For  some  years  past,  our  po^  has  been  occuped  with  m 
translaticHi  of  Elopstock^s  Messiah.  The  first  fourteen  hocim 
are  ready,  and  the  fif^nth  was  begun  last  spring.  He  ac- 
knowled^jed,  however,  the  imposdbility  of  his  readiing  the 
boki  and  adventurous  heights  of  that  poet  so  happily  as  he 
had  done  the  flights  of  Milton,  bdng  no w  up  wards  of  seventy 
years  of  age.  Alluding  to  his  hailing,  he  said,  it  opuld  not 
be  matter  a£  surprise,  since  Milton  had  used  him  several 
years  as  his  riding-horse,  and  spurred  him  unmerdfulLy 
tfaroi^  the  celgfltial,  chaotic,  and  infernal  re^ns.  He  haa 
aho  translated  Pope^s  Essay  on  Man,  bendes  different  Da- 
nidi  and  Grerman  poems,  and  has  ccHuposed  numerous  original 
pieces^ a  miscellaneous  nature,  the  most  beautiful  of  whidi 
IB  the  poem  of  thanka  to  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  So- 
<aety,  inserted  in  the  Appendix. 
The  situation  ijX  his  abode  is  truly  poetic    It  lies  near 
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tlie  junction  of  the  three  beautiful  vallies  called  Horgirdal, 
dxnadcdj  and  Basgisdrdaly  the  rivers  of  which  also  join  at 
the  same  time,  and  form  a  broad  and  rapid  stream.  Close 
behind  the  farm  is  a  number  of  beautiful  cascades,  at  vari- 
ous heights  up  the  mountain ;  and  the  prospect  is  bounded 
on  every  side  by  stupendous  mo\mtains,  some  of  which  ex- 
ceed  4000  feet  in  height,  and  assume  at  the  summit  the 
most  rugged  and  fantastic  forms. 

After  spending  about  an  hour  at  BasgisA^  we  again  took 
leave,  and  proceeded  on  to  H'^girdal,  when  Sira  Jon  Jon- 
son  bade  me  adieu,  and  took  the  road  to  his  home,  while 
Sira  Halgrimr  conducted  me  up  the  valley  to  MirJcdj  where 
he  introduced  me  to  the  priest,  whose  name  is  also  Sira  Jon 
Jopson,  a  venerable  and  intelligent  man,  of  seventy-three 
years  of  age.  He  had  already  been  apprised  of  my  arrival 
in  the  north,  and  had  just  finished  his  investigation  relative 
to  the  Scriptures,  from  which  it  appeared,  that  though  his 
parish  be  small,  upwards  of  fifty  of  his  parishioners  had  sub-  ; 
scribed  for  tlie  Bible.  Having  served  up  excellent  cream, 
the  aged  pastor  changed  his  clothes,  and  getting  his  horse 
saddled,  innsted  on  accompanying  me  to  the  end  of  his  pa- 
rish.  I  was  much  edified  by  his  piotis  conversation,  and  he 
seemed  no  less  interested,  on  the  other  hand,  by  the  accounts 
I  gave  him  of  the  Bible .  Societies,  and  other  instruments 
employed  by  Providence  in  these  latter  days  f<nr  advancing 
the  ragn  of  righteousness  and  peace.  .  Having  procured  me 
a  guide  for  the  following  day  at  Flaugtucel,  the  last  house 
in  the  valley,  he  returned*  afler  giving  me  the  parting  kiss^ 
and  wishing  me  the  divine  blessing  on  my  undertaking.  As 
the  inhalntants  of  the  cottage  were  extremely  poor,  I  gave 
them  a  copy  of  the  Scriptures.  It  was  a  treasure  they  had 
never  had  before,  and  what  they  did  not  suppose  they  would 
ever  be  so  happy  as  to  possess.  The  groimd  about  the 
house  being  wet  and  hoggj^  I  could  not  find  any  suitable 
place  for  my  tent,  so  that  I  proceeded  about  two  nules  farther 
up  the  heidi^*  and  pitched  it  on  the  the  western  bank  of  the 
H'&rgA  river. 

*  i/did,  »  heath  qt  moontain  road. 
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One  of  the  prmcipal  incocnreniences  to  which  the  inhidbi- 
tants  of  the  vallies  in  the  north  of  Iceland  are  exposed,  is 
what  they  caU  the  SJcrida^  or  falling  of  part  of  the  surfkce 
of  the  mountain  into  the  valley  below.  It  generally  begins 
high  up,  by  the  disruption  of  a  cliff,  or  the  loosening  of  the 
earth  after  rain,  whidi,  accumulating  fresh  strength,  and 
rec^ving  new  accessicms  as  it  proceeds,  spreads  wider  and 
wider,  and,  with  a  tremendous  noise,  hurls  every  thing  be- 
fore it  into  the  middle  of  the  plain.  It  is  no  uncommon 
thing  for  whole  cottages  to  be  interred  by  such  disrup. 
tions.  In  order  to  be  secure  from  inundations,  they  are 
generally  erected  dose  to  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  and  are 
thus  constantly  exposed  to  acddents  of  this  nature.  On 
viewing  the  threatening  attitudes  of  the  impending  rocks, 
one  must  m^urally  suppose  that  few  would  have  the  courage 
to  fix  their  halntation  in  so  dangerous  a  situation ;  but  ne- 
eessity  inspires  with  intrepidity,  and  habit  wears  <^the  im- 
pressions of  fear.  Indeed,  I  was  forcibly  struck  one  morn- 
ing at  my  own  insenubiUty  of  danger,  when,  on  coming  out 
of  my  tent,  I  found  that  I  had  jntched  it  the  preceding  even^ 
ii^  directly  at  the  base  of  a  mountain,  the  cliffs  of  which 
wore  the  most  moiadhg  aspect  * 

At  half  past  five  next  morning,  the  peasant  cf£Flaugasad 
^moe  to' guide  us  across  the  mountidn,  as  my  servant  was 
not  thonHighly  acquainted  with  the  road.  The  first  six 
miles  lay  ahemately  across  bogs  and  deep  gullies,  which 
have  been  cut  by  the  mountain  torrents.  About  nine  we 
came  to  the  termination  of  the  deep  bed  of  the  river,  along 
which  we  had  passed,  where  it  received  its  contoits  from  a 
precipice,  rising  to  a  great  height  before  us,  and  which  it 
was  necessary  for  us  to  pass  ere  we  could  proceed.  The 
mountains  on  both  odes  were  so  precipitous,  that  we  found 
it  impossible  any  longer  to  ride  along  them,  and  betook  our- 
adves  to  the  snow,  with  which  the  hollow  was  filled,  the  ice 
bebw  bong  sufficiently  strong  to  prevent  us  from  falling 

•  Such  «e  die  diflb  whidi  Job  calls  D^3  )pr^ amtz  nthaamy  "the 
tcniUe  plKes  of  the  Yall^"    Qi^  zzz.  0. 
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through  into  the  river.  At  times,  we  had  toleadour  horses 
over  hurge  fissures  and  rents,  through  which  we  could  hear 
the  water  at  a  great  distance  below  us.  On  arriving  at  the 
precipice,  it  became  a  question  of  no  small  difficulty  how  we 
were  to  get  past  it,  especially  as  the  rocks  on  both  sides 
were  almost  equally  steep,  and  the  snow  did  not  rise  high 
enough  that  we  could,  without  danger,  attempt  dimlnng 
them.  The  1^  hand  side  seemed  the  least  formidable,  as 
it  was  eaaer  to  get  at  the  stones  from  the  snow ;  but  there 
was  a  rent  in  the  ice  which  our  guide  would  on  no  account 
pass.  He  accordingly  led  us  up  the  opposite  »de,  whidi 
was  nearly  perpendicular ;  the  baggage  being  carried  up  by 
the  men,  while  the  poor  h<H»es,  with  much  trouble,  f«uiMl 
their  way  alone.  After  we  had  made  this  troublesome  ac- 
cent, we  found,  to  our  no  small  disappointment,  that  there 
was  no  posability  of  proceeding,  the  melted  snow  having  so 
completely  loosened  the  stcmes  which  had  fallen  fixim  the 
•adjoining  cli£&,  as  to  form,  if  I  may  so  express  myself,  a 
tUmy  bog.  We  were,  therefore,  under  the  necesrity  of  d^ 
scending  the  same  way  we  had  climbed  up.  Happening  to 
get  first  down,  I  led  ray  horse  to  the  c^podte  ude,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  him  across  the  rent  in  the  ice,  which,  when 
my  guide  saw,  he  was  ashamed  not  to  follow.  The  horses 
and  baggage  w^re  at  length  |;ot  over,  though  not  without 
considerable  trouble ;  and,  about  eleven  o^dock,  we  finuid 
oiurselves  safe  and  well  on  the  appomte  mountain ;  for  which 
I  am  peculiarly  bound  to  praise  God  for  his  preserving  care, 
*— as  I  have  since  heard  that  a  deck,  from  a  nei^bourutg 
factory,  perished  here  some  years  ago,  owing  to  his  miaang 
a  step  in  endeavouring  to  cross  the  chasm.  ^ 

We  now  renewed  our  ascent;  and,  about  noon,  we  readi- 
ed the  summit  oSHiaUadab-'Ybkid,  where  we  8t(q>ped(a  htde, 
in  order  to  give  the  horses  some  rest  Though  the  suMmit 
of  the  Yokul  was  at  least  «000  feet  above  the  levd  of  the 
sea,  we  were  surrounded  by  mountains  of  a  still  greater 
height,  on  which  there  was  scarcdy  any  snow,  and  which 
every  where  afforded  the  most  ludd  proofs  of  their  sub- 
marine fcmnation.    What  is  remarkable^  I  found  the  tem^ 
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peratute  of  the  atmosphere  twelve  degrees  warmer  in  this 
hj^p^borean  r^;ioii  than  it  was  below  in  the  valley. 

Leaving  the  snow,  we  encountared  a  tract  of  large  stones, 
fbrnnng,  what  the  prophet  calls,  "  a  way  not  cast  up,''  * 
throu^  which  we  had  to  pass,  till  we  arrived  at  the  brow 
of  a  mountain,  winch  we  descaided  by  a  path  that  ran  in 
a  zig-aag  direction,  and  bix>ught  us,  at  length,  into  the  fine 
valley  of  HiaUadaU  I  now  rode  fcnrward  alone,  admiring, 
as  I  proceeded,  the  richness  of  the  pasture,  and  the  ma- 
jestic grandeur  of  the  scenery ;  and  after  pasring  several 
beautiful  cottagas,  I  came,  about  four  o'clock,  to  Hclhtm^ 
the  limit  of  my  journey  in  this  direction  for  the  {nres^t  year. 
I  here  recdved  aoordial  welcome  firom  M]:.6isle  Jonson  (to 
whom  I  had  a  letter  frcm  the  Grovernor),  who  was  formerly 
oon-rector  of  the  school  taught  at  this  place,  but  on  its  re- 
moval to  the  south,  he  purchased  a  considerable  part  of  the 
grounds  belonging  to  the  episp^qpal  see,  and  has  since  em- 
pbyed  himself  in  farming  during  the  summer,  and  b  at  pre- 
sent oocufMed  in  the  long  winter  evenings  with  a  voluminous 
work  to  be  entitled  Presbyierdlogia  Holemis^  containing  a 
ecHnjdete  Uographical  account  of  all  the  clergy  who  have 
lived  within  the  diocese  of  Holum,  from  the  Reformation 
down  to  the  present  day.  He  immediately  led  me  into  the 
hall  of  the  ci-devani  e|nscopal  residence,  and  told  me  this 
should  be  my  lodging  during  my  stay  at  Holum. 

After  conversing  some  time  on  the  object  of  my  joiomey^ 
and  the  great  things  which  had  been  achieved  at  Holum  in 
the  publication  of  the  Icelandic  Bible,  I  went  with  Mr  Jon- 
son  to  see  the  churdL  It  has  been  an  elegant  Qtructure, 
and  is  still,  beyond  comparison,  the  best  church  in  Iceland. 
With  the  exGq>tion  of  a  small  part  of  the  roof,  one  of  the 
windows,  and  the  sacristy  at  the  end,  it  is  still  entire,  and 
wears  scarcely  anymarks  of  decay.  It  is  built  of  red  sand- 
sfame,  whidi  abounds  in  a  mountain  called  Holarbyrde,  at 
no  g^reat  distance  up  the  valley.  The  rod*  is  of  wood.  On 
eadi  ade  ore  seven  windows^  besides  two  for.  the  admission 
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of  light  into  the  portico  at  the  west  end,  in  whidi  die  bdls 
are  hung.     The  principal  thing  in  the  inside  deserving  of 
notice  is  the  altar-piece,  which  contains  an  excellent  repre* 
sentation  of  the  crudftxion  cut  in  wood,  and  finely,  gilt. 
There  is  also  a  large  diver  chalice  on  the  altar;  whidi,  to- 
gether with  ^  the  altar-piece,  was  presented  by  the  Pope 
to  Jon  Ogmundson,  the  first  Ushop  of  Holum.     The  wall 
on  both  ddes  of  the  altar  is  adorned  with  portnutsof  several 
of  the  Holum  bishops.     Next  to  the  altar,  on  each  ade,  is 
one  of  the  worthy  Gudbrand  Thcnrlakson,  taken  at  two  dif. 
ferait  periods  of  his  life.     He  lies  interred  directly  befmre 
the  altar,  beneath  a  large  marble  stone,  on  which  is  the  fol- 
lowing brief  but  em jdiatic  epitaj^ : 

EXPSCTO  RESU&aECTIOXElC  CAEKIS 

£T  VITAM  ETERNAIC. 

aUDBRANDUS  THOKLACIUS  lESU  CHEISTI  PECCATOS. 

ANNO  CHRISTI,  1627, 

20  JULIL 

I  stood  here  some  time  in  »lent  meditation,  revolving  in  my 
mind  the  laborious  ^nd  indefatigable  zeal  of  this  excellent 
prelate,  in  preparing  the  Holy  Scriptures  for  his  coimtry- 
men.     How  he  would  have  hailed  my  arrival  at  this  place 
had  he  been  in  the  land  of  the  living !  With  what  joy  he 
would  have  listened  to  the  news  of  the  present  circulation  of 
the  Bible !  And  how  readily  he  would  have  assisted  in  the 
distribution  of  the  present  edition  !  But  he  now  rests  from 
his  labours,  and  his  works  do  follow  him.     His  exertions  to 
advance  scriptural  knowledge,  and  thereby  to  promote  the 
^ory  of  God,  and  the  welfare  of  his  brethren,  did  not  die 
with  him.     They  continue  to  operate  at  this  day,  and  shall 
till  time  be  no  more.     The  following  just  eulogium  of  his 
character,  is  inserted  in  the  annals  of  his  country :  <^  The 
venerable  and  most  learned  bishop,  Gudbrand  Thorlakson, 
was  one  of  die  most  distinguished  and  useful  men  ever  Ice- 
land  produced.     He  was  most  active  in  the  propagation  of 
the  word  of  God,  by  means  of  those  books  mi.  pamphlets, 
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which,  for  many  years,  he  not  only  tianslated  and  prilited, 
but  also  bound  and  prepared  at  Holum,  and  which  have 
obtained  a  wide  circulation  throughout  the  island.  Nor  shall 
his  memory  cease  while  Iceland  continues  to  be  peopled^' 
and  the  vernacular  language  to  be  spoken  by  her  inhabit 
tants."* 

Several  other  epitaphs  presented  themselves  before  the  al- 
tar, but  few  of  them  were  legible,  owing  to  the  dust  which 
has  accumulated  around  the  letters.  On  the  outside  of  the 
railing  which  encloses  the  altar,  is  a  bench  on  each  dde  of 
the  church :  That  on  the  right  was  occupied  by  the  Bishop, 
and  the  male  part  of  his  family,  and  that  on  the  IdTt  by  the 
females.  Behind  these  are  benches  the  whole  way  back  to 
^  door,  all  of  wood,  and  well  finished.  Above  the  door 
of  the  railing  thare  is  another  wooden  table,  containing  a 
carved  representation  of  different  parts  of  the  gospel  history ; 
and  on  the  ri^t  hand  side  from  the  altar,  a  wooden  cruci- 
fix is  suspended  to  the  wall,  which  is  at  least  ten  feet  in 
length,  and  wears  a  most  disgusting  appearance.  Such  ima- 
ges are  seldom  to  be  met  with  in  Iceland ;  whereas,  they 
are  exhiUted  in  almost  every  country  church  in  Sweden  and 
Denmark.  Near  to  this  crucifix  is  a  baptismal  font  of  ex- 
quisite workmanship.  It  consists  of  a  large  hard  stone 
which,  with  amazing  pains,  has  been  rounded,  hollowed  out 
and  pofished,  and  is  adcnued  with  a  variety  of  figures  and 
several  texts  of  Scripture.     It  bears  the  date  of  1671. 

On  coming  out  of  the  church,  I  desired  Mr  Jonson  to 
shew  me  where  the  printmg-office  stood,  at  which  Gudbrand 
printed  the  first  edition  of  the  Icelandic  Bible.  Folding  his 
hands  together,  and  alluding  to  the  removal  of  the  school 
and  efnacopal  see,  ^'  Alas  !^  said  he,  '<  we  have  also  been 
deprived  of  our  press,  and  the  office  has  been  converted  into 
a  stable  V*  Both  of  us  lamented  that  the  testaments  of  pious 
mai  should  suffer  frran  sacrilegious  hands,  and  their  pro- 
perty be  apphed  in  a  manner  different  from  that  which  they 
have  unequivocally  spedfied  with  their  dying  breath.    Gud- 

•  AnpOu  BioKns  u  Skaite,  Tgm.  II.  p.  140.    jgCnppsejr,  177&9  4t«. 
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farand  erected  the  printmg^press  at  much  expense,  and  qpared 
no  trouble  in  rendering  it  oom{dete,  many  of  the  utenaik 
being  of  his  own  invention  and  workmanship ;  and,  in  his 
last  will,  bequeathed  it  to  the  bishopric  as  a  perpetual  pro- 
perty, for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  constant  supply  <^ 
fresh  editions  of  the  Scriptures,  and  other  useful  books.  It 
was  however  removed  to  Skalhoh,  in  1685,  but  restored  to 
Holum  again  in  the  year  1704,  where  it  r^nained  till  1799v 
when  it  was  removed  to  Leirdrgihrhim,  and  placed  under  the 
direction  of  the  Icelandic  Literary  Society. 

Hdum  was  fir^  erected  into  an  qpisocqud  see  in  the  year 
1106,  and  continued  in  possession  of  its  dignity  and  impor. 
tance  for  nearly  seven  centuries,  till,  by  an  order  of  govern^ 
mait,  the  two  bishoprics  were  combined  in  1797,  and  the 
seat  of  eccle^astical  jurisdiction  was  fixed  in  Retfkiavik, 
where  the  Bishop  of  Iceland  now  re^des.  This  arrange- 
ment, as  well  as  that  in  virtue  of  which  the  schools  wereuni. 
ted,  has  given  universal  dissatisfaction.  In  the  ncuthem 
and  eastern  districts  in  particular,  it  is  attended  with  great 
inconvenience  to  the  clergy,  who  are  now  obliged  to  repair 
all  the  way  to  Ret/kiavik  on  church  business ;  wha^  in  the 
course  of  a  few  weeks,  they  spend  more  of  their  scanty  al- 
lowance than  would  have  served  them  a  whole  year  in  the 
north.  The  want  of  the  school  is  severely  felt  While  the 
two  schools  were  separate,  say  the  ccnnmon  people,  they 
were  of  some  value ;  but  now,  that  they  have  been  united, 
they  are  good  for  nothing.  Nor  are  their  compliunts  with- 
out ground^  for  Holum  used  to -educate  as  many,  if  not 
more  scholars,  than  the  whole  establishment  at  Bessasiad 
does  at  present ;  and  the  trouble  and  expense  at  which  the 
parents  were  in  sending  their  children  to  the  former  place, 
were  nothing  compared  to  what  it  now  costs  them  to  send 
them  to  the  south.  Vet  they  would  willingly  submit  to  this 
inconvenience  if  the  establishment  were  suflicienUy  large  to 
receive  all  who  wish  to  avail  themselves  of  its  advantages. 
In  vindication  of  the  Danish  government  be  it  said,  that 
these  innovations  did  not  originate  in  any  arbitrary  measure 
on  th^ir  part^  but  in  the  schemes  and  representations  of  cer- 
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tain  vm&ve  Icelander  who  endeavoured  to  make  it  afqpear 
that  the  change  would  be  attended  with  the  Boost  benefiddl 
effects  to  the  island. 

In  consequence  of  these  changes^  the  once  rei|)ectable  and. 
far-famed  Hohmn  now  begins  to  wear  the  appearance  of  % 
deserted  village.  The  vaUey,  which  was  intersected  by  up- 
wards of  fifty  trades  worn  by  the  horses  that  were  brou^t 
thither  on  buuness,  again  resumes  its  orignal  rusticity ;  and' 
the  place  whidi  used  to  be  the  resort  of  multitudes,  is  now 
vifflted  by,  perhaps,  a  single  strangar  in  the  course  of  the 
summer.  It  oonnsts,  iat  present,  of  the  church ;  the  house 
formerly  occupied  by  the  bishop,  which  isbuik  of  wood,  and 
is  the  only  house  of  two  stories  that  I  have  seen  in  Iceland;* 
the  farm  houses  belonging  to  Mr  Jonson ;  a  small  building 
occupied  by  the  relict  of  the  late  Bishop,  behind  which  is 
the  stable,  where  the  printing-press  f<»inerly  stood ;  and  a 
little  to  the  east  of  this  is  the  sdiool-house,  now  inhabited  by 
two  peasants.  To  the  north  of  the  church  there  is  a  long 
hollow  tract,  marking  the  direction  of  a  subterraneous  pas- 
sage,  which  the  turbfDent  Jon  Areson,  the  last  Catholic  Bi* 
shop,  had  caused  to  be  dug  from  the  churdi,  back  to  the 
mountains;  that,  when  surprised  at  the  altar  by  his  ene-^ 
mies,  he  might,  unknown  to  them,  make  a  safe  retreat,  and 
collect  bis  iasoes  from  the  neighbouring  vaUies.  On  the 
opposite  ade  of  the  church,  the  foundations  of  a  house  are 
still  visible,  in  which  an  English  lady  is  said  to  have  dwelt, 
whom  one  of  the  Bishops  had  brou^t  over  in  txAet  to  teaeh 
his  daughters  anbroidery  and  other  fine  work.  I  could  not 
learn  her  name ;  but  the  ruins  are  known  by  the  name  of 
"  the  English  lady's  house." 

Holum  is  most  beautifully  situated  at  the  terminaticm  of 
a  high  mountain  called  HcHa/rbyrde,  on  each  side  of  which 
a  rich  valley  runs  down  into  HiaUaddlr,  which  extends  in  a 
northerly  direction,  till  it  reaches  Holum,  when  it  winds 

*  Of  tbe  fonner  episcopnl  residence,  which  stood  on  the  same  spot,  and  wm 
bnik  by  Bishop  Gudbraod  in  the  year  1^76, 1  only  saw  two  Ifff^  \max$y  which 
Ibok  fredur  than  I  would  h»ye  sui^posed,  from  their  age. 
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round  to  the  west,  and  gradually  op^HlnnAe  Skagc^crd^ 
into  which  its  river  is  discharged,  at  the  di^ance  of  about 
fifteen  miles  below  this  place.  The  mountains  on  every< 
hand  are  of  an  amazing  height,  and  that  of  Tindastd^  which 
is  famous  for  its  rich  minerals,  forms  a  grand  boundary  to 
the  prospect  cm  the  west.  A  Uttle  to  the  south  of  Hdum 
lies  a  cottage,  called  H<^^  the  first  place  in  the  valley  that 
was  inhaUted.  I  was  ^ewn  a  large  stone,  which  was  used 
as  an  altar,  in  the  times  of  heathenism,  at  this  place,  the 
name  of  which  indicates  its  having  been  a  place  of  sacrifice. 

Though  no  less  than  three  editions  of  the  Icelandic  Bible 
were  printed  in  this  valley,  scarcely  a  copy  is  now  to  be 
found  among  its  inhabitants.  They  were  oveijoyed  to  hear 
tibat  provifflon  had  been  made  for  supplying  their  wants ; 
and  the  individuals  who  received  copies  from  me,  expressed 
thdr  gratitude  in  the  most  lively  manner.  By  my  viat  to 
Holiim  I  obtained  a  manuscript  of  considerable  importance; 
a  translation  of  the  Prophets,  and  the  two  books  of  the  Mac- 
cabees, in  Icelandic,  by  Gisle  Jonson,  Bishop  of  Skalholt. 
This  MS.  was  written  at  Skalholt  in  the  years  1574  and  75, 
and  is  the  more  valuable,  as  Gudbrand  is  supposed  to  have 
made  use  of  it  when  translating  the  Kble ;  dud  its  existence 
is  spoken  of  only  by  way  of  conjecture,  both  by  Bishop  Har- 
boe,  in  his  brief  account  of  the  Icelandic  Bible,  *  and  Bi- 
ahc^  Jonson  in  the  ecclesiastical  history.  *|-  I  also  obtained 
a  MS.  translation  of  the  Apocryphal  books  of  the  New  Tes- 
tament, and  the  third  and  fourth  books  of  Ezra. 

By  the  whole  of  Mr  Jonson^s  family  I  was  treated  with 
the  utmost  kindness  and  attention.  On  my  arrival  I  was. 
served  with  coffee,  and  towards  evening  Mrs  Jonson  jnt>- 
vided  an  excellent  dish  of  boiled  lice  and  milk,  which  was 
followed  by  smoked  mutton  boiled  and  hashed,  and  served 
up  in  a  large  pewter  plate,  out  of  which  we  ate  in  common 
with  our  forks.  Our  only  beverage  was  milk  and  rich  cream. 
The  ordinary  diet  of  the  Icelanders  is  extremely  simple. 
In  the  morning  they  breakfast  on  ^kt/r,  a  dish  of  coagulated 

*  Daniiclie  Bibliotbek,  viil  ScUk.  f  Tom.  iii.  376. 
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milk,  resftmhlmg  our  ^urds  in  Scotland,  avlj  it  is  sour ;  to 
which  they  use  plenty  of  sweet  milk  or  cream,  and  some* 
times  give  it  a  peculiar  flavour,  by  mixing  with  it  blue  and 
juniper  berry  juice.  Their  dinner  consists  of  dried  fish  and 
butter;  the  latter  of  which  is  generally  sour,  it  being  a 
common  practice  to  allow  it  to  acquire  a  strong  degree  of 
randdity,  aft»  which  it  will  keep  for  almost  any  length  of 
tune.  For  supper  they  have  either  sh/Tj  a  little  bread  and 
cheese,  or  pcnrridge  made  of  th^  Icelandic  moss.  To  a  £3- 
reigner  this  is  not  only  the  most  healthy,  but  thci  i^ost  pa- 
latable of  all  the  article  of  Icelandic  diet.  On  particular 
oocasioits,  such  as  Sundays,  and  other  holidays,  they  eat 
boiled  mutton,  rye-porridge,  and  milk.  At  Christmas,  the 
first  day  c£  summer,  and  harvest-home,  extra  feasts  are  given 
to  the  servants,  consisting  of  fresh  mutton,  milk-porridge,  and 
bread-— an  article  which  this  class  of  the  inhabitants  seldom 
taste  throughout  the  year.  Their  oonimon  beverage  is  Mtmdo, 
a  kind  of  whey  mixed  with  water ;  the  whey  itself,  which 
they  call  eyra ;  and  milk,  which  they  generally  drink  warm. 
When  the  hour  of  rest  approached,  I  Was  conducted  by 
my  kiAd  host  and  hostess  into  a  back  apartment,  where  was 
an  ancient  but  excellent  bed,  cm  which,  I  had  every  reason 
to  conclude,  more  than  one  of  the  Holum  Bishops  had  re- 
posed. A  ceremoily  now  took  place,  which  exhibits,  in  the 
strongest  light,  the  hospitality  and  innocent  simplicity  of  the 
Icelandic  character.  Having  wished  me  a  good  ni^f  s  rest, 
they  retired,  and  left  their  eldest  daughter  to  assist  me  in 
puUing  off  my  pantaloons  and  stockings,  a  piece  of  kindness^ 
however,  which  I  would  a  thousand  times  rather  have  dis- 
pensed with,  as  it  was  so  repugnant  to  those  feelings  of  de- 
licacy to  which  I  had  been  acicustomed.  In  vain  I  remon- ' 
straled  against  it  as  unnecessary.  The  young  woman  main- 
tained it  was  the  custom  of  the  country,  and  their  duty  to 
help  the  weary  traveller.  When  I  had  got  into  bed,  she 
Inought  a  long  board,  which  she  placed  before  me  to  pre- 
vent my  fidling  out ;  and,  depositing  a  bason  of  pew  milk 
on  a  table  dose  to  i^y  head,  bade  me  good  night,  and  re- 
ared   Such  I  ^erwarda  found  to  be  muyersally  the  custom 
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in  Icetandic  houses.  Where  there  are  no  daughters  in  the 
iamily,  the  service  is  performed  by  the  landlady  herself,  who 
oondders  it  a  great  honour  to  have  it  in  her  power  to  shew 
this  attention  to  a  stranger/ 

It  is  also  worthy  of  ^notice,  that  the  task  of  loosing  the 
sandals  of  the  men  devolves  on  the  female  servants ;  a  cus* 
tom  which  duddates  the  declaration  <^  John  the  Baptist : 
<<  There  cometh  one  mightier  than  I  after  me,  the  lakhet  of 
whose  shoes  I  am  not  worthy  to  stoop  dawn  and  unloose  j^ 
Mark  i.  7. 

On  the  11th  I  would  have  Idft  Holum  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, but  it  blew  a  violent  storm,  accompanied  with  rain,  not 
only  on  the  mountains,  but  also  in  the  vaUey  below.  As  it 
began  to  clear  up  towards  noon,  though  the  wind  still  con^ 
tinned,  I  ordered  my  servant  to  get  the  horses  ready,  much 
against  the  will  of  my  kind  host  and  hostess,  who  strongly 
represented  to  me  the  danger  of  crossing  the  Yokul  in  sudi 
weather,  and  told  me  of  numbers  who  had  been  carried  away 
by  the  wind,  and  dashed  to  pieces  in  some  of  the  adjoining 
chasms ;  but,  as  I  had  no  time  to  lose,  and  the  storm  began 
to  subside,  I  succeeded  in  tearing  myself  away  aboUt  two 
o^dock,  and  was  accompanied  by  Mr  Jonson  to  the  farther 
end  of  the  valley.  On  our  way  we  vL^ted  the  hot  springs 
of  Reylcialaug^  which  are  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river  by  which  the  valley  is  divided,  at  the  distance  of  six: 
miles  fVom  Hoimn^  They  are  three  in  number,  but  of  smaQ 
note,  not  b^g  kept  dean,  and  are  but  seldom  used  for 
bathing  by  the  family  in- the  neighbourhood.  No  incrusta* 
tions  are  observable  about  them,  nor  have  they  any  uncom- 
mon taste.  The  temperature  of  the  largest  was  114%  df  a 
smaller  104%  and  of  the  »nallest  124^ 

Having  reached  my  servant  and  the  horses,  Mr  Jonson 
part^  from  me,  after  having  obtuned  a  promise  that,  if 
posfflble,  I  would  pay  him  a  visit  next  year,  when  I  had 
finished  my  tour  round  the  west  country.  The  ascent  of 
the  mountain-pass,  called  in  Icdandic  KamtpTj  I  found  very 
difficult,  on  account  of  its  steepness.  I  was  obliged  to  dis* 
mount,  and  drive  my  horse  on  before  m^  which  seemed  n# 
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less  q)eftttlummj9elfbero]^r6achmg  the  summit  i^bout 
AX  in  the  evening  we  gained  the  top  of  the  snoW,  When  we 
b^an  to  descend  on  the  other  ride;  but  the  decfivity  of  the 
Ydkul  was  so  steep,  and  the  snow  so  much  softened  by  the 
I'ain,  that  my  horse  could  not  keep  his  feet  under  me,  nor 
eould  I  possibly  walk  myself,  so  that  taking  him  at  the 
length  of  the  bridle,  and  drag^ng  him  a  little  on,  we  both 
dki  down,  witluiut  halting,  to  the  distance  of  fifty  yards, 
when  we  casne  again  to  stones  and  clay.  Having  tdcen  this 
poation,  I  eiyoyed  the  sight  of  my  man  and  the  baggage 
luKTses  shding.  towards  me  in  the  same  manner,  though  at 
times  their  descent  lodced  rather  serious,  from  the  greater 
vdodty  with  which  the  heavier  horses  were  borne  down 
upon  ^ose  that  went  before.  I  now  took  care  to  avoid  the 
place  which  had  ^ven  us  so  much  trouble  the  preceding 
morning;  and  stretching  further  to  the  right  than  the  way 
the  guide  had  taken  us,  we  reached  the  HorgA  by  a  much 
easier  and  safer  toute«  Crossing  this  river,  which  was  con^ 
uderably  swelled  by  the  rain,  we  proceeded  on  to  Flofugasaij 
where  we  arrived  just  as  it  b^an  to  get  dark,  completely^ 
drendied  by  the  rain,  which  had  again  come  on  as  we  de- 
scended firom  the  mountains. 

On  the  ISth  I  struck  my  tent  about  tenoVlock,  and  traced 
my  steps  back  to  MirMj  where  the  worthy  pastor  was  wait* 
ingmy  arrival,  together  with  his  son,  who  had  oome  from  a 
cottage  in  the  neighbourhood,  in  order  to  purchase  a  copy 
of  the  Bible.  On  opening  one  of  my  boxes,  I  was  surrounds 
ed  by  an  interesting  group,  each  of  whom  got  copies  to  lode 
at,  and  made  such  simjde,  but  jnous  and  apponte  remarks^ 
as  both  astonished  and  affected  me.  One  young  peasant  re- 
marked, that  I  was  going  rouiul  (he  world  like  the  Apostles, 
carrying  the  Gk)spel  to  ev^ereature;  atruth  whidilneveai 
fdt  with  sudi  force  as  on  this  occasion.  Whoi  engaged  in 
pleaching,  I  fancied  my  empbyment,  in  many  respects,  r^ 
sembled  that  of  the  Apostles ;  but  they  taught  an  infialliUe 
doctrine,  whereas  I  was  liable  to  err.  Piow,  however,  the 
case  was  different.  I  came,  not  with  the  words  of  man,  but 
with  the  pure,  unadulterated  oracles  of  divine  tnlth ;  so  ^at 
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I  could  apply  to  my  mission  what  our  Saviour  declared  Ut 
the  in8{Hred  teachers  of  the  Grospel :  "  Verily,  verily,  I  say 
unto  you :  he  that  receiveth  whomsoever  I  send,  receiveth 
me ;  imd  he 'that  receiveth  me,  receiveth  him  that  sent  me.^^ 
A  &esh  instance  of  the  general  intelligence  of  the  Icelanders 
occurred  on  this  oocaaon^  A  servant  ^1  of  about  nxteen, 
happening  to  take  upa  map  of  the  island  which  I  had  drop- 
ped, quite  astonished  me,  by  pointing  to  the  different  places 
with  all,  the  readiness  of  a  professed  geographer^  Finding 
that  she  was  very  desirous  of  having  a  New  Testament,  I 
made  her  a  present  of  one,  which  she  instantly  lassed^  and 
seaned  quite  transported  with  the  gift 

I  was  here  under  the  necessity  of  leaving  one  of  my  horses, 
which  had  got  lame  in  one  c^  his  feet,  to  the  care  of  the  clergy- 
man; and,  borrowing  a  horse  from  him  to  Akur-eyriy  I  sent 
my  servant  on  to  that  place  with  the  baggage,  while  I  pnv 
ceeded  round  by  the  Abbey.  As  I  passed  down  the  valley,^ 
the  people  left  their  hay-making,  and  came  running  to  the 
road  in  order  to  see  me,  and  have  some  conversation  about 
the  Scriptures ;  when  they  wished  a  thousand  blessings  might 
descend  on  me,  and  the  good  Christians  who  had  sent  me 
to  Iceland.  Some  of  them  were  very  particular  in  their  in- 
quiries about  the  reasons  that  induced  us  to  do  so  much 
good  to  Iceland ;  while  others  satisfied  themsdves  with  re- 
spect to  the  dze  of  the  present  edition,  and  the  source  &om 
which  it  had  been  derived.  Calling,  by  the  way,  at  Auda^ 
breckUy  I  spent  about  an  hour  with  Sira  Jon,  and  then  went 
on,  lu^eompanied  by  Kim  to  the  Conferenceraad'^s,  where  I 
met  with  the  same  cordial  reception  as  before,  and  was  press- 
ed to  stay ;  but  the  advanced  state  of  the  season  imperiously 
called  for  my  making  the  best  of  my  way  to  the  east :  so  that 
9iter  partaking  pf  some  refreshment,  and  receiving  a  number 
of  letters  of  recommendation  to  the  eastern  quarter  of  the 
island,  together  with  a  travelling  directory,  which  the  Con- 
ferenceraad  had  the  kindness  to  nuJce  out  for  me,  I  took 
leave,  and  was  conducted  by  one  of  his  sons  till  within  a  htde 
ivay  of  the  factory,  at  which  I  arrived  about  half  pa3t  ten 

*  Joha  xin.  20. 
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Jwmey  to  Vopnqficrd — PiMic  Worship  and  CaieMrififfat 
HBls'^Icelandic  Dress-^Paupercige'^^Piety — Skialfm^ 
dqfRot — Lava — Salmon  River — HusavHe^^Hoi  Sjpring9 

*  of  ReyJciahverf^^Greniadargtad — Lava^  near  Myoixln-^ 
Traces  of  Vdcanic  Eruptions  in  the  Bible^^Ertiptions  (^ 
Leirhntdcr  and  KraUa — Church  qfReykiahlid — Myvatn 
'Sulphur  Motmtain-^Hot  Springs-^Ascent  of  Krabla 
'-^Soiling  Pod  in  the  Crater-^^Obsidian  Moufntaifth'^De^ 
$erU^Ikmgerous  River — Grimstad — Rural  Hbppinesa 
'--ComputationofTifne^^Desert^^Hofin  Vopnafiord. 

JlLating  digested  a  plan  with  the  Secretary,  relative  to  the 
Gilculation  of  the  Scriptures  in  this  part  of  the  island,  and 
funudied  myself  with  two  fresh  horses,  I  took  my  departure 
from  Akur-eyri  in  the  afternoon  of  the  13th  of  August  Of 
the  kindness  shewn  me  at  that  place  by  Captain  Von  Sdieel 
and  Mr  Hemmert,  as  also  by  Mr  Gudman,  the  supercargo 
cf  a  brig  lying  in  the  roads,  I  ^all  ever  retain  a  grateful 
remembrance.  To  Captain  Von  Scheel  in  particular,  I  am 
under  die  deepest  obligations,  for  the  very  distinguished  at. 
tention  and  accommodation  which  I  experienced  during  the 
time  we  were  together. 

A  little  above  the  factory,  I  crossed  the  river  of  Eyqfiord^ 
which,  bdbre  falling  into  the  bay,  divides  into  a  number.of 
streams,  and  forms  several  beautiful  islands;  whepce  the 
bay  is  called  E/^itfiordy  or  Island-bay.  During  my  stay  in 
the  neighbourhood,  I  had  often  surveyed  the  o{^)osite  moun- 
tain, called  VadlaJieid^j  by  which  the  districts  of  VadU  and 
3^^?^^  <i^  divided  from  each  other,  and  anticipated  the 
extensive  prospect  I  should  have  on  gainingwits  summit;  but 
the  atmosphere  was  foggy,  and  I  had  scarcely  got  half  wa^ 
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up  the  ascent,  when  I  found  myself  ocmipletely  enveloped 
in  mist  Happening,  however,  to  look  beUiid  me,  I  wa^ 
much  interested  by  a  bird's-eye  view,  which  I  obtained 
through  a  picturesque  hole  in  the  mist,  and  whidi,  though 
small,  displayed  several  windings  of  the  river,  and  a  church 
or  two,  with  a  number  of  cottages  that  crowded  into  thei 
scene.  Having  descended  about  two  miles  on  the  other  ade 
of  the  mountain,  the  mist  began  to  dissipate,  and  disclosed 
the  beautiful  valley  of  FmoskA^  which  lay  directly  before 
me.  The  mountains  cm  both  sides  of  this  valley  differ  from 
those  to  the  west,'  by  their  being  free  frcon  crags,  a^d  almosf 
entirely  covered  inth  grass.  About  a  hundred  years  ago, 
the  valley  ^dnbited  one  of  the  finest  forests  in  Iceland,  but 
now  there  is  qot  a  angle  tree  tp  be  seen— 4uch  has  been  the 
havock  made  by  the  inclemency  of  the  seasons,  and  the  im- 
fttovid^t  conduct  of  the  inhabitants.  The  remains  of  this 
for^  are  still  visible  on  the  east  ade  of  the  river,  which  di* 
vides  the  valley,  in  the  numerous  stumps  of  birch  trees  which 
present  themselves,  some  of  whid^  exceed  two  feet  in  dia- 
p^eter. 

Proceeding  a  little  up  the  east  ^de  of  the  valley,  I  arrived 
j|t  H$l8j  where  there  is  a  good  church,  and  an  excellent 
glebe.  lmmediatelyjQnappik>achingit,  I  eaSly  perceived  that 
the  dergyman  must  be  in  good  circumstances,  from  the  ver- 
dui»  and  extent  of  the  Wfi^^  and  the  number  of  cows,  sheep, 
And  goats,  that  were  grazing  around.  Though  nearly  dark, 
Sira  Sigurdr,  the  dergyman,  bad  not  yet  lefb  the  meadow, 
where  I^  was  assisting  his  peojde  at  the  hay ;  but,  on  b^ng 

*  The  tin  eignifie*  the  ground  uamedifttely  oonnected  wkh  the  ftnn-hmises 
in  IceUnd,  which,  as  it  ifi  the  only  pfurt  that  receiyes  any  manure,  is  idways  oon- 
spicuously  difitingnished  from  the  rest  of  the  ground  hy  its  superior  verdure. 
The  tenn  had  formerly  the  same  signification  with  the  English  towHy  hence 
Enkflahma,  Sigtuna,  ftc  in  Sweden ;  but  it  is  now  exdusiyely  used  in  the  above 
fesM.  It  has  the  samA  meaning  in  tl^eAnglo.Sai(ODtranBlatian  of  «7^c,  Luke 
xiv.  18.  Ic  bohte  anne  tUHy  where  UlphUas  has  land  baMhia.  YuL  ''  villan^ 
emi."  In  thp  poetic  Edda,  we  read  that  the  Einheriar  daily  contend  in  "  O- 
thins  tunom,**  for  which  the  prosaic  Edda  haa  *'  i  gardinn,"  in  the  coiut  or  open 
apwe  before  die  houfes.    ComjJaw  Vafthnid,  ver.  xH.  with  the  xxxv.  Disiai* 
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informed  of  my  anivai,  he  made  the  best  ci  his  way  hxmet^ 
and  received  me  at  a  little  distance  from  the  house,  in  th» 
kindest  and  most  ailectionate  manner.  Before  readiing  the 
door,  we  were  met  by  his  wife,  who  ran,  asking,  <^  Where 
ismyguest?"  and  gave  me  a  hearty  welcome.  Ihadscarodiy 
enta^  the  parlour,  when  I  was  served  with  excellent  coffee ; 
and,  as  there  was  plenty  of  room  in  the  house,  I  was  deared 
not  to  pitch  my  tent,  but  to  accept  of  such  accommodatioa 
as  they  oould  affcnd.  Having  read  the  lett^  whidi  I  de* 
hvered  to  him  from  the  Bishop,  to  whom  he  is  rel^ied,  Sim 
Siguidr  told  me,  he  did  not  doubt  but  that  his  parishes, 
which  are  three  in  number,  would  take  a  coni^eraUe  quao* 
tity  of  Bibles  and  New  Testaments.  A  few  copies  <£  the 
edition  of  the  New  Testament,  published  in  1907,  had  been 
sent  him  for  distribution ;  but  they  only  went  a  little  way, 
and  tended  rather  to  make  the  wants  of  the  people  more 
visible  than  afford  them  any  adequate  sup{dy.  He  as* 
sured  me  they  would  buy  oc^es  with  the  utmost  cbeerfuiU 


The  next  day,  being  the  Lord^s  day,  I  was  happy  to  find 
it  was  his  turn  to  conduct  divine  worship  at  this  place* 
There  is  only  one  service  in  the  Icelandic  churches,  whidii 
sddom  begins  in  any  part  of  the  island  before  noon,  and  in 
some  places  not  before  two  o^clock.  The  reason  of  the  hour 
being  so  late  is,  that  the  Icelandars  have  their  sheep  to  coU 
lect  and  milk,  the  hcu'ses  on  whidi  they  are  to  ride  to  seek 
and  drive  home,  and  themselves,  to  dress ;  which  drcum* 
stances,  taken  in  connexion  with  the  length  of  the  way  many 
of  them  have  to  come,  renders  it  impossible  for  them  to  meet 


A  little  before  church  time,  the  mistress  of  the  house  and 
her  two  daughters  made  their  appearance,  richly  dressed  in 
the  complete  Icelandic  costume,  and  had  it  been  another 
day,  I  should  certainly  have  spent  some  time  in  examining 
the  yarious  articles  of  which  it  was  made  up;  butthenature 
of  the  exercises  we  i^ere  called  to  engage  in,  demanded  the 
utter  excluaon  from  the  mind  of  all  such  trivial  subjects^ 
and  reminded  us  of  the  necessity  of  anotl^  kind  of  do- 
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thing-— <<  the  robes  ci  righteousness,  and  gannents  of  salvsr 

Though  the  morning  was  rainy,  the  church  was  well  filled. 
Having  gone  through  the  altar-service,  the  clerg3rnian  went 
to  the  door,  and  tiJung  a  female  by  the  hand^  who  had  stood 

*  Though  I  do  not  recollect  seeing  a  richer  Icelandic  dress  than  that  of  the 
dergyman*8  wife  at  ffdlt^  yet,  as  I  had  afterwards  fbquent  opportunities  of  ob- 
■enring  die  costume  of  the  Icelandic  females  in  general,  I  shall  here  present  the 
Kider  with  a  desoiption  of  k. — Next  to  the  body  they  wear  a  Skifia^  or  shift, 
which  is  generally  mfdt  of  single  wadmel,  and  Is  fastened  round  the  neck  by 
means  of  a  silver  pr  brass  button.  Besides  two  or  three  blue  pettioo^  of  the 
aame  material,  to  which  they  give  the  name  of  ya^ ;  they  have  in  fix>nt  a  tvinta 
or  apron  of  blue  doth,  bordered  with  black  velvet,  and  hung  above  with  an  or- 
nament of  fllver  or  ffk,  brass.  The  bodice  or  waist-piece,  iuppkluUtr)  coosistt 
of  sod  or  blac|[  wadmel,  on  the  back  of  which  are  three  stripes  of  velvet  covering 
the  seams,  and  in  ttaa^  me  two  broad  borders  of  the  same  stufl^  el^aatly  orna- 
mented with  five  or  six  silver  clasps,  by  which  it  is  fastened,  and  a  profusion  of 
laee  embroidery.  Exactly  beneath  the  bodice,  the  petticoats  are  fiwtened  by  means 
of  a  velvet  girdle  {lin4i^  whidi  is  studded  with  ornaments  of  polished  stones, 
plat*,  ^ce.  Rmmdl  «ho  neck  ia  worn  •  thick  ruff  of  black  velvet  (.dnttnTy)  about 
two  indies  in  breadth,  and  niody  embroidered  with  silver.  The  treya^  or 
jaokeCu  xnade  to  fit  do^  tothe  body,  and  consists  of  black  wadmd ;  the  sleeves 
idso  sit  tight,  and  are  ornamented  at  the  wrists  with  Erma^cnappar,  or  buttons 
iBver-gilt,  and  sometimes  exhibiting  the  initials  of  the  husband  and  wif&  Over 
aU  goes  the  Hempa^  or  doak  of  black  doth,  the  borders  of  which  •relined  with 
vdvet  of  the  same  colour,  and  tied  in  front  by  means  of  daqis.  The  stockings 
iSodcaf)  are  of  dark  blue,  or  red  worsted,  and  the  shoes  of  the  Icelanders  are 
niade  of  seal  or  sheep  skins,  by  cutting  a  square  piece  the  length  of  the  foot, 
and  sewing  up  an  indentation  made  at  each  end,  so  as  to  make  them  fit  dose. 
Excepting  the  pointed  toe,  they  exactly  assume  ihe  fbim  of  die  foot,  and  arq 
kept  on  by  two  lefUhem  thongs,  one  of  which  binds  from  side  to  side  acrose 
the  instep,  and  the  other,  which  is  fixed  at  the  h^,  is  brought  round  the  ande, 
and  tied  once  or  twice  about  the  Ic^. 

Such  of  the  Icelandic  females  as  are  in  better  drcumstances,  suq>end  degant 
diver  chains  from  the  neck,  with  large  medals  of  the  same  metal,  on  wtidi  ara 
difl^erent  figures  and  inscriptions  of  a  rdigious  nature. 

The  most  curious  and  fantastic  part  pf  the  female  costume  is  the  head-dress. 
It  consists  of  K  folder  or  turban  made  of  white  linen,  and  stiffened  with  an  im- 
mense nmnbcr  of  pins.  It  is  generally  between  fifteen  and  twenty  inches  in 
hei^t,  roundish  where  it  leaves  the  head,  but  instantly  assuming  a  flattish  shape, 
and  afler  rising  to  the  height  «f  about  twdve  inches,  by  a  curve  backwards,  it 
again  bends  forward,  and  terminates  in  a  square  form,  not  less  than  six  indies 
in  breadth.  It  is  fastened  to  the  head  by  means  of  a  black,  or  dark  coloured 
silk  handkcrdiief,  which  is  wound  round  it  several  times,  and,  falling  dose  be- 
hind the  ears,  comp^tdy  hides  the  hair.    The  bridal-dress  is  still  ridier,  esp^ 
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without  all  the  while,  he  led  her  forward  to  her  seat,  and 
gave  her  a  very  appropriate  address  relative  to  her  obliga- 
tions arising  from  the  experience  of  the  Divine  goodness  in 
child-birth,  and  the  importance  of  attending  to  the  educadcHi 
of  the  two  young  immortals  who  had  been  committed  to  her 
care.  He  then  prayed  for  her,  pronounced  the  blessing, 
and  concluded  by  ^ving  her  the  Apostolic  salutation.  His 
sermon  was  founded  on  Psalm  ciii.  10,  11,  which  he  illu&- 
"trated  from  the  history  of  the  Israelites,  as  referred  to  in  the 
gospel  for  the  day.  Both  in  his  sermon  and  prayer,  he  took 
particular  notice  of  the  mercy  and  loving  kindness  of  Grod, 
in  sending  them  a  more  abundant  suj^ly  of  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures. When  the  ordinary  service  was  over,  he  went  into 
the  middle  of  the  church,  and  collecting  th^  young  people  of 
both  sexes  around  him,  he  catechised  them,  for  about  half 
an  hour,  from  the  subject  of  his  sermon.  This  he  did,  with 
the  view  of  gratifying  a  wish  I  had  expressed  the  preceding 
evening,  of  being  present  at  an  Icelandic  catechising.     The 

oally  ihefaidur^  which  is  then  elegantly  adorned  with  a  fillet  embroidered  with 
gold  lace. 

Their  conunon  working  dresses  in  summer,  oonnsts  of  nothing  more  than  the 
riiift  and  petticoats  of  white  w&dmel,  with  a  blue  cap,  the  top  of  which  hangs 
down  at  one  side  of  the  head,  and  terminates  in  a  red  or  green  tassel  like  a  hus- 
6ar*s  fbra^^ng-cap.  This,  with  blue  petticoats,  and  a  blue  jacket,  forms  the 
home  dress  of  the  richest  female  on  the  island. 

The  costume  of  the  men  is  more  simple,  and  greatly  resembles  that  of  the 
peasants  in  Norway,  and  different  parts  of  the  interior  of  Swedcjn.  They  have 
shirts  of  wadmel,  and  blue  waistcoats,  jackets  and  trowsers  of  the  same  kind  of 
doCh,  only  double  wrou^ ;  the  borders  of  which  are  edged  with  a  small  red 
stripe,  not  even  excepting  the  neck.  They  also  wear  caps  like  the  women  when 
at  home,  but  have  broad-brimmed  hats  for  putting  on  when  they  go  abroad ; 
on  which  occasioins  they  also  wear  a  large  doak,  or  Hcmpa^  as  a  defence  against 
the  rmn  or  pold. 

The  dvil  officers  dress  according  to  the  Danish  fashion,  and  the  priests  are 
dothed  with  black  garments  cut  in  the  same  manner.  Sometimes  they  n^ear 
boots,  but  generally  they  have  black  worsted  stockings  and  pantaloons,  which 
lure  rather  awkwardly  contrasted  by  the  white  sandals,  and  the  still  whiter 
thongs  by  which  they  are  tied  round  the  i^ide.  Their  church  robes  differ  in 
nothing  but  theb  coarseness,  from  those  worn  by  the  clergy  in  Denmark,  if  we 
except  the  large  white  ruff*,  instead  of  which,  the  Icelandic  dergy  wear  bands, 
^e  Bishop,  however,  assumes  the  ruff*  at  ordinations,  or  en  other  solemn  oc« 
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exercifle  proved  interestii^  in  the  highest  degree.  Tlio^fa 
whc^y  uiia{^>med  o[  his  intention,  the  youth  replied  to  the 
questions  he  put  to  them,  in  the  readiest  and  most  apposite 
manner,  and  discovered  an  aoquaintanoe  with  the  cardinal 
points  of  revealed  religion,  which  I  have  addom  sem  equaL 
led  by  those  whose  spiritual  advantages  are  vastly  superior. 
This  exercise,  equally  instructive  to  die  young  and  the  aged^ 
b  but  seldiHn  attended  to  during  the  sununer  numths,  but 
in  winter  it  forms  a  co9is{»cuqus and  important  part^pub- 
|ic  duty. 

Before  dtsmisaang  the  oongrqpition,  he  gave  them  intinuu 
tion  of  the  new  supply  of  Bibles,  and  desired  such  as  wished 
to  have  co{He8  to  give  him  their  names ;  *  and  we  had  scarce* 
ly  got  intd  the  house,  when  it  was  ODwded  with  peo|de ; 
who,  supposing  the  number  of  copies  mig^t  prove  insufficient, 
pushed  forward  with  uncommon  eagerness,  each  caihng  out, 
^  Put  me  down  for  a  BiUe— -me,  for  a  l^ble,  and  a  New 
Testaments- me,  for  ihree  New  Testaments,^  &c.  While 
looking  at  the  copy  I  had  gtveq  to  Sira  Sigurdr,  as  a  sped^ 
men,  some  of  them  seemed  rather  concerned  about  the  smalL 
ness  of  the  volume,  (this  being  the  first  octavo  edition  of  the 
Icelandic  KUe ;)  but  on  being  told  by  their  pastor  that  it 
contained  all  the  canonical  books  of  Scripture,  they  were  sa- 
tisfied, and  expressed  the  peculiar  pleasure  they  felt  in  the 
idea  that  it  would  now  be  in  their  power  to  furnish  their 
children  with  tl^is  infallible  directory. 

Inquiring  into  the  drcumstances  of  a  poor-Ioddng  old 
man,  whom  I  saw  employed  in  the  most  menial  services^  I 
found  he  was,  what  is  called  in  Icelandic,  a  Nidursetnmgr^ 
i.  e.  a  poor  person,  who  lives  on  the  parish,  has  no  fixed 
dwelling  place,  but  is  supported,  by  turns,  among  the  inha- 
bitants. As  there  are  no  alms-houses  for  the  reception  pf 
the  poor  in  JceUnd,  every  farmer  is  obliged  to  maintain  such 
as  are  sent  him  by  the  Hreppstiori,  to  whom  the  care  of  the 
poor  is  committed,  and  in  case  of  refusal,  is  subjected  to  a 
very  heavy  penalty.  To  prevent  the  parishes  from  being 
over-burdened,  the  greatest  care  is  taken  that  none  be  aU 
lowed  to  settle  in  any  other  than  that  in  which  he  was  hom^ 
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except  he  can  give  aeeuriQr,  that  n^thear  he,  nor  any  of  his 
iamil J,  shall  ev&c  be  burdensome  to  the  public.  When  any 
fiunily  happens  to  be  so  reduped)  t^at  it  can  no  longer  main* 
tain  itself,  it  is  separated^  ^and  the  members  placed  out  in 
diflerent  housohokb ;  and,  if  the  husbandi  or  wife,  b^i^ 
to  a  different  part  of  the  island,  he  is  passed  on  to  his  native 
parish^  perhaps  never  more  to  behold  the  wife  of  his  youth. 
On  such  occasions,  a  scene  presents  itsdf  the  most  affecting 
that  can  po^bly  be  concaved.  Though  there  may  not  be 
a  single  morsel  in  the  house,  with  which  to  satisfy  the  craving 
i^petite  of  four  or  five  young  starvelings,  and  thou^  they 
are  themselves  emaciated  with  hunger,  still  they  cleave  to 
(me  another,  and  vow  that  famine,  and  even  death  itselQ 
would  be  more  supportable  than  a.  separation. 

Monday  the  15th,  about  ten  oV)lock  in  the  fcHraKwn,  I 
left  jff4bf  aooompanied  by  the  clergyman,  his  son,  and  one 
of  bis  servants.  Immediately  on  setting  out,  we  all  took  off 
our  bats  for  about  the  space  of  five  minutes,  and  implored 
the  Divine  mercy  and  protection.  This  laudable  ami  im? 
presave  custom,  is  universally  p:actised  in  such  parts  of  Ice* 
land  as  remain  uncontaminated  by  the  example  of  those 
fore^ners  wfco  "  live  without  God  in  the  world.''  Before 
crossing,  and  afW  having  crossed  a  river,  the  genuine  Ice- 
lander also  moves  his  hat,  in  token  of  the  sense  he  entertains 
of  his  dependence  on  the  Supreme  Being;  and  the*  fisher* 
men,  when  Uiey  put  to  sea,  after  they  have  rowed  the  boat 
into  quiet  water,  at  a  short  dbtance  bam  the  shore,  take  off 
their  hats,  and  s^d  up  aprayer,  which  they  call  Varascmngr^ 
committing  themselves  to  the  protection  of  Grod,  and  solicit- 
ing his  blessing  on  th^  labour.  The  road  lay  direct  e|st, 
through  a  wide  and  feartile  da]e  called  I4o»avais^kardy  near 
the  east  end  of  wlnc|i  lies  the  beautiful  and  extensive  lAosa^ 

**  A  spotless  mirror^  smooth  land  dear," 

the  margin  of  which  exhibits  in  various  places  a  bed  of  an- 
cient lava,  whose  blackness  is  rendered  still  darker  by  the 
crystalline  appearance  of  the  water.     This  lake,  which  fur- 
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nishes  in  great  abundance  the  species  of  trout  called  FordkSf 
is  in  many  parts  of  unfathcnnable  depth,  and  has  been  sup* 
posed  to  have  an  immediate  communication  with  the  sea,  on 
account  of  the  alleged  ebb  and  Aqw  of  the  water;  but  this 
circumstance  is  diq)roved  by  Mr  Mohr,  *  who  spent  two 
days  here,  and  though  he  fixed  several  poles  wifliin  the  wa- 
ter-mark,  coi^ld  not  perceive  the  least  variation.  Sira  Si- 
gurdr  and  his  son  having  conducted  me  to  the  lake,  were 
prevailed  on  to  return,  while  the  servant,  a  well-dressed,  in- 
telligent young  man,  undertook  to  see  me  safely  across  the 

Skiiting  the  northern  margin  of  the  lake,  we  turned  the 
south-east  comer  of  a  long  hilly  tract,  called  the  Kmn^  and 
after  crossing  a  broad  morass,  by  means  of  a  road  of  turf 
resemUing  an  earthen  wall,  we  proceeded  along  the  west 
ride  of  an  ordinary  mountsun,  which  was  clothed  with  dwarf 
willows  and  blue-berry  bushes.  The  berries  were  quite  in 
season,  and  afforded  a  most  delicious  refreshment.  The  way- 
marks,  called  in  Icelandic,  Vardar^  consisting  of  heaps  of 
stones  raised  in  a  pyramidal  form,  were  in  excellent  order, 
and  at  a  short  distance  from  each  other,  which,  being  an  ac 
commodation  of  no  small  importance  to  the  traveller,  brought 
to  my  mind  Jeremiah  xxxi.  21.  "  Set  thee  up  way-marks, 
make  thee  high  heaps :  set  thine  heart  toward  the  high-way, 
even  the  way  which  thou  wentest :  turn  again,  O  vir^n  of 
Israel,  turn  again  to  these  thy  cities."*^ 

On  turning  round  the  north  end  of  the  mountain,  my  at- 
trition was  arrested  by  a  noble  cataract  at  some  distance, 
caUed  Goda^/bss.  The  whiteness  cf  the  vast  body  of  water, 
which  was  poured  from  a  considerable  height,  and  the  doud 
of  vapour  arising  firom  the  spray,  were  beautifully  contrast- 
ed with  the  blackness  of  the  lava  on  both  sides.  Skialfim^ 
dafltot  is  one  of  the  largest  rivers  in  the  north  of  Iceland. 
It  is  supposed  to  take  its  rise,  in  the  Khfa  YSkvIj  not  far 
from  the  opposite  ride  of  the  island,  and  derives  its  name 
from  the  rapid  and  undulating  motion  with  which  the  wa- 
ters hurry  forward  to  the  ocean.    They  are  of  a  light  bluish 

^  Fonog  til  en  Islandsk  Naturhistoric,  &c.  p.  37^,  Kiobeohavn,  1786,  8va 
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ocdour,  like  that  of  milk  stroHgly  diluted  with  water,  which 
must  be  owing  to  the  numerous  accessions  of  clear  streams 
that  it  receives  after  leaving  the  Yokul.  , 

On  crossing  this  river,  whidi  we  accomplished  on  horse* 
back  with  great  ease,  notwithstanding  its  extreme  breadth, 
the  guide  returned,  and  my  servant  and  I  pursued  our  course 
for  sotne  time  along  the  eastern  bank,  having  a  low  iboun* 
tain  on  the  right,  through  the  barren  soil  of  which  some 
specimens  of  trap-rock  and  sub^nlarine  lava  presented  them-* 
sdives,  till  we  were  interrupted  by  a  tract  of  ordinary  lava, 
consisting  of  broken  crusts  of  enormous  magnitude,  and 
containing  prc^ound  gloomy  chasms,  which  it  required  the 
utmost  stretch  of  our  ingenuity,  combined  with  the  instinc- 
tive skill  (rf*  our  steeds,  to  avoid.  The  rUgged  and  forbid- 
ding aspect  of  the  lava  was,  in  some  measure,  enlivened  by 
the  verdure  of  a  number  of  birches  that  reared  their  heads 
thiou^  the  cracks  and  rents  on  both  sides  of  the  path.  In 
the  course  of  an  hour  we  gained  the  termination  of  the  moun- 
tmn,  and  entered  Adalddlj  ah  extensive  valley,  in  which  are 
a  number  ci  red  conical  hills,  with  craters  nearly  half  filled 
with  slag,  and  a  torrent  of  lava  which  has  issued  from  some 
volcano  in  the  vicinity  of  Myvatn^  and  continued  its  course 
akmg  the  Salmon  River  (Lax&)  which  runs  down  the  east 
ttde  of  the  valley,  till  it  has  fallen  in  with  the  Skiayhnda 
bay ;  when,  turning  round  to  the  left,  it  has  poiured  its  fiery 
current  along  the  east  side  of  the  Skidlfandaflioti  and  form- 
ed the  tract  just  described.  What  excited  peculiar  interest, 
was  part  of  a  bce^  or  farm,  which  the  lava  has  attacked  in  its 
progress,  when  it  has  burnt  and  carried  along  with  it  one 
half  of  the  house,  and  lefl  the  other  half  in  such  a  ruinous 
state,  that  were  it  not  for  the  regularity  of  the  stones  which 
mark  the  site  bf  the  walls,  it  could  no  longer  be  traced' 
The  soil  which,  in  the  course  of  time,  has  collected  on  the 
lava,  yields  excellent  pasture,  and  we  passed  through  the 
n)id5t  of  a  numerous  flock  of  sheep,  the  property  of  the  Sys- 
sehnand,  whose  house  is  most  grotesquely  situated  a  little 
up  the  valley,  and  on  whom  I  would  have  called,  had  I  not 
been  informed  of  lus  absence  from  home. 
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About  six  oVIock  we  arrived  at  the  western  bank  of  thd 
LaxA^  which  pursues  its  meandering  course  round  the  small 
capricious  promcmtories  raised  by  the  lava,  now  moving 
heavily  al(»ig,  and  now  rushing  down  a  gentle  declivity  with 
accelerated  speed.  Now  and  then  a  solitary  salmon  leaped 
above  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  I  was  struck  on  finding 
8  variety  of  small  rills  flowing  from  the  riVer  into  the  domed 
cavities  of  the  lava,  whither  the  fish  retreat,  which  accounts 
for  th^  bang  caught  at  times  in  holes  iti  the  middle  erf*  the 
valley.  This  river  is  celebrated  for  the  quantity  and  ridi^^ 
nessof  itssahnon;  but  it  has  entirdy  disappointed  the  hopes 
of  the  prc^rietors  this  summer,  and  scarcely  a  single  sakbon 
has  been  caught  Fcdlowing  the  windings  of  the  river  for 
about  an  hour,  we  came  cq^K>site  to  the  ferry-house  called 
Nupttm ;  and  after  hallooing  tor  some  time,  a  woman  and  a 
httle  girl  came  to  ferry  us  over.  Looking  at  the  boat,  I  ob- 
served to  my  servant  that  we  must  have  mistaken  the  place ; 
and,  on  being  told  that  it  was  the  }Ht>per  ferry,  and  that  it 
was  the  ferry-boat  which  was  rowing  towards  us :  "  Well,'' 
said  I,  "  but  I  certainly  will  not  venture  my  riding-horse  in 
that  vehicle."  "  Nor  need  you,'*  was  his  reply ;  *•  the  hinrses 
are  to  stoim  across,  and  the  boat  is  only  for  ourselves  and  the 
baggage.*"  The  answer  was  satisfactory ;  but  my  curiosity 
was  now  excited  by  a  mode  of  passage  which  I  had  never 
before  witnessed.  Having  unloaded  the  horses,  we  drove 
them  into  the  stream.  They  were  almost  instantly  beyond 
their  depth,  and  after  a  good  deal  of  exertion  and  snorting, 
they  reached  in  safety  the  opposite  bank^  and,  giving  them-> 
selves  a  shake  or  two,  they  set  off  for  the  house,  bdng  en* 
ticed  by  the  verdure  of  the  Mn.  It  was  my  intention  to  have 
proceeded  further,  but  reflecting  on  the  time  it  would  take 
to  get  the  baggage  on  the  horses  again,  I  reserved  to  stay 
all  night  at  Nupum^  and  pitched  my  tent  dose  to  the  fimry, 
on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  river.  The  evening  was  serene. 
The  sun,  who  was  yet  considerably  above  the  oppo^te  nxmn- 
tain  of  Kcddakinny  reflected  his  beams  on  the  river,  and  illu* 
mined  my  tent.  Joy  and  content  filled  my  heart,  and  I 
praised  God  for  the  mercies  of  the  day. 
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The  foQowing  mormng  the  fog  was  so  doae,  that  I  coiiid 
only  see  a  few  yards  around  me.  Leaving  a  BiUe  with  the 
proprietor  of  the  ferry,  I  lode  on  across  a  barren  desert  tract, 
to  a  farm  called  Laxmyriy  from  whidi,  in  order  to  shorten 
die  way  for  the  baggage  horses,  I  caused  my  servant  to  pro- 
ceed with  them  in  an  easterly  direction,  while,  accompanied 
by  the  Hre[q>sti0ri,  who  <<  was  tome  instead  of  eyes,^  I  pur- 
sued the  path  to  Husavik^  whare  I  arrived  about  eleven 
o'clock,  and  was  kindly  received  by  Mr  Baagoe,  factor  for 
the  house  of  Mr  WoMPih  Ccqpenhagen.  This  gentleman, 
together  with  his  lady,  did  th^  utmost  to  serve  me,  and 
were  by  no  means  satisfied  with  my  having  reserved  tamake 
my  stay  with  than  so  short  Nor  could  I  indeed  have  spent 
a  day  or  two  in  a  more  agreeaUe  family ;  but  having  learned 
that  several  boxes  of  BiUes,  which  I  expected  to  have  found 
at  this  pent,  had,  by  mistake,  been  forwarded  to  another 
quarter  of  the  island,  it  did  not  require,  much  time  to  ma- 
ture  a  fian  for  the  circulation  of  the  copies  to  be  sent  the 
following  year,  and  it  was  of  importance  for  me  to  advance 
oa  my  journey,  while  the  weather  tod  roads  continued  fa- 
vourdble.  Mr  Baagoe  is  a  native  of  Denmark,  but  has 
efp&at  many  years  in  Icdaad ;  and  is  an  ornament  to  his 
country,  not  only  by  the  good  example  whidi  he  sets  the 
Icelanders  in  horticultural  labours,  but,  what  is  of  infinitely 
greater  moment,  by  his  strict  attention  to  the  duties  and  in- 
terests of  reli^on.  He  is  the  only  Dane  on  the  island  that 
I  have  heard  of  who  practises  family  worship. 

While  dinner  was  preparing,  I  was  conducted  by  Mr  B. 
into  his  garden,  which  I  found  well  laid  out,  and  in  excellent 
order.  Besides  potatoes,  cabbages,  and  greens,  which  grew 
in  great  abundance,  it  omtained  pretty  large  beds  o(  pnrsnips, 
turnips,  carrots,  beans,  pease,  parsley,  sallad,  and  onions.  I 
eotainly  did  not  expect  to  meet  wilii  so  many  different  ve- 
getables in  sudi  parfection  near  the  north-east  comer  of  Ice* 
land ;  but  this  instance  diews  how  much  the  ungafiial  influ- 
aice  of  climate  may  be  subdued  by  the  energy  of  perseve- 
ring and  indefatigable  industry.  To  tbk  nursery  the  pea- 
sants, frc»o  »  considerable  distance^  flock  for  seeds;  and,  in 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


128  HUSAVllt. 

the  haiids  of  its  benevolent  proprietor,  it  is  r^dered  a  8oUrc# 
of  relief  to  the  pocnr  in  the  vicinity. 

Humviky  which  is  famous  for  its  being  the  place  ythete 
Gardar,  the  second  adventurer  to  Iceland,  fixed  his  halnta^ 
tion,  and  spent  the  winter  of  864^  *  is  ntuated  at  the  ter- 
tninafion  of  an  inlet  on  the  east  ade  of  the  Skia^andqfiord^ 
and  consists  of  several  stately  wooden  houses,  a  sul{^ur  ma^ 
nufactfxry^  and  a  number  rf  cottages  belonging  to  the  woit. 
men.  Lying  at  the  height  of  mc^e  than  a  hundred  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  sea,  the  different  articles  of  comm^x^ 
are  removed  to  and  finom  the  boats  by  means  of  a  crane, 
which  is  fixed  on  the  brow  of  a  perpendicular  precijnee 
dose  to  the  store-houses.  The  harbour  is  reckcHied  tme  of 
the  most  dangerous  on  the  island,  on  account  of  the  rocks 
in  the  entrance,  and  its  exposure  to  north  and  north-west 
winds,  by  wh^ch  enormous  masses  of  Greenland  ice  are 
driven  into  it  To  secure  a  vessel  here,  no  less  than  four 
strong  cables  are  requisite,  and  each  of  these  is  borne  up  by 
fourteen  or  sixteen  large  casks,  to  prevent  its  coming  in  con- 
tact with  the  rocks.  The  atmosphere  being  foggy,  I  was 
denied  a  sight  of  the  coast,  which  I  was  told  is  very  bold 
and  craggy ;  but  what  I  saw  of  the  neighbourhood,  was 
sufficient  to  convince  me  that  it  now  wears  a  very  difibr^it 
appearance  from  what  it  did  in  the  time  of  Gardar,  there 
not  beiqg  a  single  vestige  of  wood 'of  any  kind,  -f* 

A  little  to  the  east  of  the  factory,  at  the  sea-ade,  Hes  a 
low  mountain  called  HaHbiama-gtadarkamb^  which  is  re- 
markable for  the  quantity  of  petrified  and  crystallized  ma- 
rine producdons  that  are  found  in  it.  The  mountain  itself 
consists  of  clay  and  sand,  and  is,  for  the  most  part,  covered 
with  grass.  The  shells  are  mostly  of  the  Venus  IsiUm^ca^ 
but  are  much  smaller  than  any  now  found  on  the  shores  in 
the  vicinity.  Some  of  them  are  filled  with  the  same  kind  of 
clay  witli  tluit  of  the  hill ;  others  contain  calcareous  spar^ 
the  crystals  of  which  differ  as  to  shape  and  colour^  some  of 

*  Ijanctnftmabok,  p.  i.  cap.  1. 

t  ^' Vartha,8k6grmidlomfia]lsocfioto.''    Laadnumitbdk* 
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diem  bein^  wlute^  sintie  btvowtl^  aiid  some  of  a  reddish  0^^ 
the  most  of  them  are  six-^ded,  but  some,  besides  the  six 
larger,  have  twelve  smaller  »des,  and  oth^-s  a^  culnc.  They 
are  found  at  different  heights  in  the  hill,  but  tile  uj^rmost 
are  in  the  greatest  perfectioni  ^ 

Besides  salted  mutton,  wool,  &c.  Htuavik  has,  till  very 
lately,  exported  annually  a  large  quantity  of  refined  sulphur ; 
a  nUDsral  whieh  has  been  produced  in  abundance  by  the 
mines  around  Myvatn,  but  is  now  nx»e  scanty,  owing  to 
thdr  havii^  been  overwrought,  through  the  injudicious  con- 
duct c£  the  peasants,  by  whom  the  sulphur  is  dug  up  and 
earned  on  horseback  to  the  &ctory.  With  a  view  to  the 
mines  reoivaing  the  effects  of  this  exhaustion,  the  most  of 
the  beds  are  at  present  suffered  to  enjoy  a  period  of  rest 
They  lie  at  various  distances  froln  Husavik :  those  of  The^ 
ttareykia  are  about  twelve  miles  distant^  HUdar-ndmar,  or 
the  mines  of  SeykiahUdy  upwards  of  twenty  miles;  and 
Fremri-ndmary  which  are  the  mo^  extensive  on  the  idand, 
but  can  be  turiied  ta  little  advantage,  owing  to  their  faaitg 
situate  so  far  in.the  interior,  at  least  thirty-six  miles  distant 
from  the  port 

Prom  orders  seht  to  Iceland  in  the  thhrte^nth  century, 
rdating  to  the  management  of  sulphur,  it  a{q)ears  that  it 
has  long  existed  in  abundance  on  the  island.  Subsequ^it 
to  the  year  1561,  repeated  privileges  have  been  grsinted  to 
enterpriang  individuals,  to  encourage  its  refinement  and  ex*, 
portation,  both  from  this  port,  and  the  sulphur  mines  of 
Kruuzrik  in  the  south.  These  latter-  mines  continued  to  be 
wrought  till  the  year  1764,  but  have  since  been  entirely 
diandoned,  thouj^  there  still  exists  a  suffident  quantity  in 
that  quarter,  to  excite  and  reward  mercantile  speculation. 
Those  of  Huaaviky  on  the  other  hand,  have  been  more  con« 
stantly  wrou^t,  and  in  former  times  have  produced  a  dear 
}Hrofit  of  from  ten  to  aghteen  thousand  rix-doUars.  Du« 
ring  the  last  forty  years,  about  2S0  cwts.  of  refined  sulphur 

*  Olafscn^s  «nd  FovelseD^s  Rose,  p.  665.    Mohx  ut  sup.  p.  340. 
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hav^  at  an  average^  been  aimually  expcurted  firom  this  har« 

After  diimer,  I  went  up  to  the  house  of  the  rector^  which^ 
with  the  cbvirch,  Ues  a  Uttle  to  the  east  of  the  fiiK^tory,  and 
delivered  a  letter  I  had  to  him  from  the  bishc^  He  is  a 
good-looking  young  man  of  about  thir^-three,  and  may  be 
classed  among  the  more  learned  of  his  order  in  Iceland. 
He  entered  at  once  into  the  Bible  Soqety  plan ;  assured  me 
that  hb  parifihicmers  were  in  the  greatest  want  of  the  sacred 
Tolume^  and,  with  joy,  accepted  my  proposal  rdative  to  his 
taking  an  active  part  in  the  distribution  of  the  copies  to  be 
sent  to  this  place.  Having  drunk  coffee  with  him,  he  in« 
sisted  on  accompanying  me  to  Reffl^akmerf^  whither  my  ser- 
vant had  proceeded  with  the  horses;  and,  after  drinking 
chocolate  at  Mr  Baagoe\  I  again  set  off  from  Husaviky  in 
company  with  the  clergyman  and  HreppstiorL 

When  we  had  gained  the  heights  to  the  south,  I  ha{q)en-> 
ed  to  look  back  on  the  factory,  and  was  surprised  on  ob- 
serving the  Danish  flag  displayed  fircmi  the  house  and  the 
vessel  lying  in  the  roads— a  piece  o£  pohteness  whidi  I  had 
not  in  the  least  anticipated,  and  to  which  I  could  not  in  any 
d^^ree  conceive  myself  to  be  entitled.  While  it  furnished 
me,  however,  with  an  additional  proof  of  the  kind  disjMJsi- 
tioncf  MrBaagoe,it,  at  the  same  time,  reminded  me  of  my 
friends  in  Denmark,  and  called  forth  secret  aspirations  in 
behalf  of  the  Bible  cause  in  that  kingdom.  Retracing  the 
way  I  had  come  in  the  morning  for  some  miles,  we  then 
struck  off  to  the  left;  and,  after  crossing  a  tract  of  supericH* 
verdure,  covered  with  fleecy  flocks,  we  arrived  about  seven 
in  the  evening  at  a  farm  called  Reykiumf  whare  I  found  my 
tent  pitched  dose  to  the  house.  As  it  was  my  intention  to 
be  off  early  next  morning,  we  went,  afler  a  short  reqpite,  to 
survey  the  bcnling  fountains  in  the  n^hbourfaood;  but,  a» 
it  began  to  pour  a  torrent  of  rain,  we  could  only  just  glance 
at  them,  and  returned  immediately  to  the  tent 


*  Hist  Eodii.  Island.  Tom.  II.  p.  IS.   Itbadidetatteiide  Aatbondfdk, 
p.  28. 
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It  continued  to  rain  the  whole  night,  and  most  of  the  foU 
lowing  day,  so  that  I  was  under  the  necessity  of  waiting  fw 
a  change  of  weather.  The  day  was  sfkent  in  making  up  my 
journal,  except  at  two  lucid  intervals,  when^  escaping  from 
my  confinement,  and  attended  by  my  servant,  and  the  pea« 
«ant  from  the  farm,  I  went  to  examine  the  springs ;  and 
though  their  magnificence  would  l^ear  no  comparison  with 
that  of  the  Geys^^  I  certainly  found  them  extremely  in« 
teresting^  and  entitled  to  the  second  rank  in  the  history  of 
these  remorkaUe  phenomena.  They  do  not  fie  in  Reykiadalf 
as  might  be  supposed  iroln  the  name  given  them  by  Olafsen 
and  Povds^*  but  at  the  distance  of  nearly  three  miles  to 
the  east  of  Reyhtadeiy  in  a  low  marshy  territory  called  Rey^ 
ktaikverf^  dose  to  the  base  of  Reykiafbll^  a  low  sloping  moun- 
tain, which,  as  fiur  as  I  could  perceive  f(»r  the  mist,  appeared 
to  be  clothed  with  a  coarse  kind  of  grass. 

The  more  remarkable  fountains  are  three  in  number,  and 
lie  nearly  in  a  direct  line  from  north  to  south.  Their  names 
are:  NordurJiver;'\'  OwaJiver;  and  SydgterJwer.  The 
first,  or  northermost  spring,  is  by  far  the  largest,-  the  pipe 
of  niiiich  opens  into  a  perfectly  circular  bason,  Uttle  infierior 
to  that  of  the  Great  Geyser,  measuring  thirty-four  feet  and 
a  half  in  diametar  from  north  to  south,  and  thirty^three 
from  east  to  west.  The  pipe  itself,  which  is  about  ten  feet 
in  dbmieter^  is  of  no  great  depth,  and  very  irregular,  pr^ 
senting,afiewfeet  below  the  orifice  on  the  east  side,  the  most 
beautiful  shining  incrustations,  exactly  resembling  those  <tf 
the  cavity  which  forms  the  ranains  of  the  Old  Sti^kr,  but 
still  m(»ne  difficult  of  access,  owing  to  the  breadth  of  the 
bason.  The  rides  of  the  mount  exhibit  a  number  of  sifice- 
ous  deporitions,  but  of  so  extremely  delicate  a  texture,  that 
it  was  in  vain  to  think  of  r^oaoving  any  of  them  in  a  perfect 
state.  This  fountain  only  jets  on  the  approach  of  tanpestu* 
ous  weather,  and  its  jets  are  said  tt>  be  then  both  lofty  and 
frequ^it.    During  my  stay,  the  water,  which  was  at  the 

"  Rcifle,  p.  640. 

t  ^T«r  properly  ngnifies  a  large  kettk,  tod  b  the  geaeial  name  m 
for  boiling  flpringn  or  foantaiiu» 
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boiling  point,  kept  simmering  and  emitting  a  large  column 
of  steam,  for  .about  tbe  space  of  four  minutes,  when,  a  few 
gentle  concusfflons  ensuing,  a  violent  ebullition  took  place, 
and  the  water  was  raised  in  the  middle  of  the  bason  to  the 
h^ht  of  a  foot  above  the  brim,  which  it  inmiediately  over« 
flowed.  In  less  than  half  a  minute,  tihe  ebullition  began  to 
subside,  and  the  contents  of  the  bason  were  almost  instantlj 
dipiinished  to  the  same  quantity  that  it  displayed  while  in  a 
more  quiet  state. 

On  the  south  side  of  the  same  general  mount,  and  only 
e^bt  feet  distant  from  the  grand  bason,  is  another  irregular 
{npe  or  opening,  whidi  may  be  called  tbe  satellite  of  this 
fountain,  and  at  first  view  appears  to  be  connected  with  it; 
but  a  more  narrow  inspection  of  its  (^rations  shews,  that  it 
proceeds  from  a  separate  and  independent  source;  Instead 
of  being  quiescent  ^d  turbulent  by  turns,  it  boils  incessandy 
to  a  most  furious  degree,  now  at  the  brim  and  now  aix)at  a 
foot  below  it,  and  splashes  the  water  some  feet  around.  Oil 
measuring  its  depth,  which  I  could  only  efi^t  by  suspends 
ing  the  line  over  the  middle  of  a  long  pole  held  across  it  by 
the  men  who  were  with  me^  I  was  surpised  to  find  that  the 
ebullitions  abated  somewhat  of  th^  fury,  and  when  I  at- 
tempted to  draw  up  the  hue  again,  after  I  found  it  had 
reached  die  bottonu  it  was  only  by  using  the  utmost  exer- 
tion that  I  could  effect  it-— so  strongly  was  the  stone  wbidi 
I  had  fixed  to  the  end  of  the  line  attracted  by  a  power  com- 
municating with  the  bottom  of  the  pipe.  The  power  <^  at- 
traction was  greatest  while  the  stone  was  at  rest,  and  dinu« 
nislied  in  proportion  to  its  elevation,  till  it  was  raised  about 
three  feet^  when  it  seemed  to  have  got  inrithout  the  reach  of 
its  influence.  The'depth  of  the  pipe  was  between  fourteen 
and  fifteen  feet 

The  middle,  or  Oxohhver,  the  most  celebrated  of  these 
i^ring^,  is  situated  abo^t  a  hundred  and  fifly  yards  in  a 
^uth-west  direction  from  the  former.  According  to  a  tra- 
ditionary account,  still  current  in  the  vicinity,  it  derives  its 
name  from  the  circumstance  of  an  ox  having  fallen  into  one 
of  the  neighboiuing  apertures,  and  aAer  a  short  interval  he 
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was  found  thrown  up  by  diis ;  but  die  thing  appears  too  in- 
credible to  admit  of  the  smallest  degree  of  belief:  yet,  as 
the  most  fabulous  relations  are  gencraUy  founded  on  some 
real  occurrence,  it  is  by  no  means  improbable  that  an  ox 
may  have  fallen  into  this  identical  fountain,  and  been  eject- 
ed again  by  the  following  eruption.  The  pipe  of  the 
OxOrliver  is  eight  feet  at  its  greatest  diameter,  and  is  sur- 
rounded by  a  strongly  incrusted  brim,  almost  dose  to  the 
orifice.  It  would  appear  from  the  earlier  published  accounts, 
that  it  has  originally  been  much  wider,  and  has  had  a  pretty 
consid^able  bason ;  but  owing  to  some  deterioration  in  the 
mechanism,  and  the  rapid  accumulation  of  its  depositions, 
the  mound  has  made  considerable  encroachments  on  the  shaft, 
especially *around  the  mouth.  Its  shape  is  oblong,  and  at 
the  depth  of  seven  or  eight  feet  it  appears  to  diverge  towards 
the  west,  and  becomes  quite  irregular.  The  propulsions  of 
the  water,  which  take  place  every  five  or  six  minutes,  ob- 
serve the  following  order :  Inunediately  after  an  eruptbn, 
it  continues  to  boil  quietly  about  three  feet  below  the  orifice, 
for  the  space  of  a  minute  and  a  half,  after  which  its  ebulli- 
tions commence  and  increase,  ai^d  the  water  ^iscends  for  about 
two  minutes  more,  when  a  denser  body  of  steam  makes  itsr 
escape,  and  the  water,  reaching  the  mouth  of  the  aperture, 
begins  to  boil  mote  furiously,  and  overflows  the  greater  part 
of  the  mound.  In  the  course  of  the  following  minute,  a 
rumbling  noise  is  heard  below,  immediately  after  which  the 
water  explodes,  and  the  jets,  which  are  all  nearly  of  the 
same  height,  continue  to  be  ejected,  with  a  roaring  noise, 
to  the  height  of  between  fifteen  and  twenty  feet,  for  the  space 
of  a  minute,  when  the  water  instantly  sinks  into  the  pipe, 
and  resumes  its  original  station.  The  operations  of  this 
spring,  djuring  the  whole  of  their  progress,  are  conducted 
with  the  utmost  regularity,  and  dp  npt  ^eem  to  vary  half  a 
minute  in  any  of  their  stages,  During  the  eruption,  im-* 
men&ely  large  roUing  volumes  of  steam  burst  from  the  mouth 
of  the  jnpe,  and  reader  th^  scene  more  superbly  grand  and 
noble. 

The  incrustations,  formed  by  the  depositions  of  this  foun-> 
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tain,  are  peculiarly  beautiful.  Th^  greater  part  of  the  mound 
aeems  covered  with  small  thin  pieces  of  wood,  some  of  them 
nearly  half  a  foot  in  length,  which  lie  \n  almost  every  pos- 
able  direction.  On  breaking  them,  the  most  delicate  white 
fibres  appear  within  a  light  brown  rind.  The  cavities,  form- 
ed by  the  junction  of  the  pieces^  are  generally  filled  with  a 
fine  efflorescence,  resembling  that  of  the  incrustations  at 
LomgarvaUa^  and  various  other  curious  petrifactions. 

The  Sydstr^  or  most  southerly  springs  lies  two  hundred 
yards  to  the  south  of  OxciJiver^  in  a  direct  Hne  with  Nordur* 
hver,  and  is  much  smaller  than  either  of  them.  It  consists 
of  three  apertures,  one  of  which  is  always  perfectly  quiet, 
though  at  the  boiling  point,  and  is  that  used  for  the  bei^d- 
ing  of  hoops ;  the  other  two,  situate  at  the  distance  of  fif- 
teen feet  from  one  another,  regularly  alternate,  which  cir- 
cumstance compensates  for  their  dipunutive  »ze,  and  ren- 
ders thou  scftrcely  less  interesting  than  the  OxaJiver.  The 
largest  can  only  be  measured  to  the  depth  of  five  feet,  b 
about  half  as  much  in  diamete^r,  and  jets  for  about  two  mi- 
nutes to  the  height  of  six  fjpet,  when  all  remains  quiet  near- 
ly five  minutes ;  aft^r  which  the  smaller  one  throws  up  three 
curious  oblique  jets,  through  three  holes  in  the  thin  crust 
l^th  which  the  pipe  is  ai^hed.  Having  acted  its  part,  the 
water  instantly  subside^,  and  in  the  course  of  two  or  three 
minutes  the  larger  one  again  commences.  This  was  the 
only  instance  of  altematym  I  pbserved  about  these  springs ; 
though  I  have  ^ce  found  that  Horrobow  remarked  a  regu- 
lar rotadon  in  all  the  three.  I  am  sorry  I  did  not  then 
know  of  the  circumstance,  alleged  by  the  same  author,* 
otherwise  I  might  have  made  the  experiment,  viz;  that  when 
the  water  of  the  largest  is  put  into  a  bottle,  it  continues  to 
jet  twice  or  thrice  with  the  fountain,  and,  if  the  bottle  be 
corked  immediately,  it  bursts  in  jneces,  e^i  the  commence- 
ment of  the  following  eruptiop  of  the  spring ! ! ! 

A  Uttle  to  the  west  of  the  principal  fountains,  are  three  in- 
ferior hverSy  one  of  which  is  on  the  brink,  and  the  other  twq 

*  Natunl  Hlstoiy  of  loelaiid,  p.  82, 
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are  in  the  middle  of  the  streamlet  which  divides  the  valley; 
The  first  consists  of  water  mixed  with  red  day,  which  hciis 
violently,  and  qplashes  the  mud  around  the  sides  of  the  pit 
One  of  the  others,  in  which,  owing  to  the  quantity  of  eold 
water  conveyed  into  it  by  the  rivulet,  the  thermometer  did 
not  rise  above  18S^,  is  remarkable  for  the  loud  reports,  and 
the  concussions  of  the  ground,  which  precede  each  violent 
ebullition.  When  these  have  ceased,  a  strong  agitation  of 
the  water  commences,  which  lasts  about  three  minutes ;  and, 
afler  intermitting  double  that  space,  the  repents  begin  as  be* 
f(»:e.  The  grass  on  the  banks  of  the  rivulet  possesses  a  very 
superior  verdure,  to  the  distance  of  nearly  a  mile  bebw  the 
springs,  and  the  f<n:elles,  which  frequent  the  water  at  this 
hdght,  are  uncommonly  fat  and  delicious.  The  rivulet  is 
called  Hdg&n^  ex  the  Sacred  River,  .and  may  have  been  the 
scene  of  superstitious  ablutions,  previous  to  the  introduction 
of  Christianity.  It  is  still  used  for  bathing  by  the  ndgh- 
bouring  peasants.  In  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  qnings 
is  a  great  quantity  of  red  bolus,  which  is  used  for  painting 
houses,  and  other  purposes ;  and  betow  the  bolus  is  a  bed 
of  lava,  through  the  chunks  and  rents  of  which  the  water  is 
ccmveyed  to  the  springs. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  18th,  I  set  off  accompanied 
by  the  peasant  from  Reykvmij  and  proceeded  in  a  south* 
westerly  direction  to  Grmiadarstad,  the  abode  of  Dean 
Sdieving,  to  whom  I  had  a  letter  of  introduction.  On  de- 
scending into  the  vaUey,  I  fell  in  with  a  very  rugged  tract 
of  ancient  lava,  which  has  most  probably  issi^  from  some 
of  the  mountains  near  the  mines  of  Thestareyhia.  It  is 
bounded  end  the  west  by  the  LaxA^  whidi  I  forded  opposite 
to  Greniadarstad;  .the  water  being  diallow,  owing  to  the 
^treme  breadth  of  the  river,  which  at  this  place  is  not  less 
than  three  hundred  yards.  The  Dean  is  an  aged  man,  has 
the  supmntendence  of  eighteen  parishes,  and  performs  the 
duties  of  the  ministerial  office  in  the  parish  where  he  resides. 
According  to  the  accounts  he  gave  me,  the  oracles  of  God 
are  extremely  scarce  in  this  part  of  the  island,  and  he  did 
not  suppose  there  were  more  than  two  Bibles  in  the  whole  of 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


186  SAKDS  OF  MYVATN. 

his  parish.  After  drinking  cofibe,  and  having  obtained  a 
promise,  th^  an  enquiry  diould,  without  dday,  be  institu- 
ted, with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the  actual  wants  of  the 
pec^le  with  reelect  to  the  Scriptures,  I  prosecuted  my  jour- 
ney towards  ReykuMidy  the  next  station  on  the  route  to  the 
east  country.  Crossing  a  swamp,  that  stretches  towards  the 
right  into  a  valley  called  Th^nda-dal^  or  the  Valley  of  Si- 
lence, which  die  peasant  informed  me  had  formerly  been  in- 
habited, but  had  been  depopulated  by  the  plague,  I  came  to 
the  entrance  of  Laxardal^  which  is  not  more  than  a  hundred 
and  fifty  yards  across,  and  the  bed  of  the  river  is  rend^ed 
sUll  more  narrow,  by  the  lava  which  has  here  been  stopped 
in  its  course,  and  thrown  up  in  every  possiUe  form.  From 
the  brink  of  the  precipce  on  the  west  side,  which  may  be 
about  ninety  feet  of  perpendicular  height,  you  look  down 
upon  a  number  of  roaring  cataracts,  formed  by  enormous 
masses  of  rock  that  have  been  dislodged  from  the  ^ide  of  the 
mountain,  and  presenting  a  most  sublime  and  miyestic  scene. 
On  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  ris^s  a  towering  mountain, 
the  face  of  which  exhibits  st^itely  columns  of  rock.  The 
LaaSirdal  opens  to  the  right,  completely  filled  with  lava, 
amongst  which  the  Laxd  pursues  its  irregular  course ;  imd 
on  the  left,  you  have  an  extensive  prospect  of  Reykiadali 
filled  with  low  conical  hills,  i^hose  gloom  gives  a  fine  e£Pect 
to  the  clouds  of  mist  ascending  from  the  waterfalls  at  your 
feet  I  now  descended  into  the  valley,  and  proceeded  about 
two  miles  over  a  broken  and  extremely  uneven  tract  of  lava 
on  the  right  side  of  the  river,  wh^i  I  again  forded  it ;  and, 
after  passing  numerous  craters  and  cascades,  together  with 
some  beautiful  islands,  on  which  were  people  making  hay,  I 
climbed  up  a  winding  and  steep  ascent,  whidi  conducted  me 
into  a  desert,  ^led  MjfDois^cmdar^  consisting  entirely  of 
sand,  pumice,  and  other  volcanic  substances.  For  upwards 
of  four  hours  there  was  not  the  smallest  agn  of  vegetation  to 
reUcvo  the  eye,  ncn:  could  I  meet  with  a  single  drop  of  water 
to  quench  my  thirst. 

Having  gained  die  extremity  of  the  sand,  I  encountered 
a  prodigious  stream  of  lava,  which,  having  insiauated  itself 
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into  die  vaUies  that  ap&k  into  the  phajn  where  it  has  cdlect> 
ed,  I  had  to  cron  several  times  before  I  readied  the  hmit 
of  the  day'^s  journey.  Of  all  the  lavas  I  had  yet  seen,  this 
iqqieared  the  fre^iest  and  most  interesting.  It  is  black  as 
jet ;  the  blisters  and  cracks  are  of  an  immense  size ;  and 
most  of  the  chasms  are  completely  glazed,  and  present  the 
most  beautiful  and  grotesque  9talactitic  appearances.  In  some 
places  it  is  spread  out  in  large  round  cakes,  the  surface  of 
which  is  covered  with  round  diminutive  elevations,  resem-  ^ 
bling  the  anls  in  a  roll  of  tobacco.  Where  the  fiery  stream 
has  met  with  some,  interruption,  and  got  time  to  cool,  a  crust 
has  been  formed,  which^  on  a  fresh  vent  having  been  opened 
below  for  the  egress  of  the  lava,  has  broken,  and,  interming- 
ling with  the  more  liquid  mas3es,  has  been  heaved  and  tos- 
sed  about  in  every  direction,  and  now  exhibits  the  wildest^ 
and  most  fantastic  figures,  which  the  imagination  may  easily 
convert  into  various  objects  of  nature  and  art 

This  molten  stream  ♦  is  one  of  those  which  issued  firom 
LeirhmiJcr  aiul  Krabla^  two  famous  volcanic  mountains  in 
the  vicinity,  between  the  years  1794  and  1730,  and  inun- 
dated  almost  the  whole  of  the  plain  along  the  northern  and 
easterp  shores  of  the  lake  Myvain.  A  little  to  the  l^t,  you 
descry  it  descending  down  the  front  of  an  adjoining  moun- 
'  tain  apparently  not  more  than  forty  yards  in  breadth ;  but, 
on  reaching  the  low  ground,  it  spreads  at  once  on  both  sidesj^ 

*  Few,  pnliapf,  would  guppoee,  that  any  traces  of  laTa  are  to  be  found  in 
theBSble;  y•^ -among  the  numerous  mteieatiDg  phenomena  of  nature  described 
in  the  more  ancient  documents  of  that  invaluable  book,  we  not  oidy  meet  with 
duf  substance,  but,  if  I  mistake  not,  volcanic  mountains,  and  hot  ^mngs,  sudi 
as  cxisi  in  great  abundance  in  Iceland.  The  prophet  Nabum  dedores,  in  his 
sublime  description  of  the  majesty  of  God,  that  ^  the  mountains  quake  at  liiro, 
andtbe  hiQs  mtUy  and  the  earth  is  Irnmed  at  his  presence  ^-.-his  ftiry  is  poured 
out  KkeJhTy  and  the  rocks  are  thrown  down  by  him."  Qiap.  i»  5,  6.  And  Je» 
nmiah  evidently  takes  his  image  ftom  a  volcano,  when  he  saith,  ^^  Bdidid  I 
am  against  thee,  O  dedroging  motmiain,  saith  the  Lord,  which  destroyctttH 
the  earth,  and  I  will  stretch  out  mine  hand  upon  thee,  and  cell  thee  down  from 
the  rocks,  and  will  make  thee  a  burnt  momttam.  And  they  shall  not  take  of 
thee  a  stone  fbr  a  comer,  tux  a  stone  for  fitundations,  but  thou  shalt  bis  detdlaie 
for  ever,  saith  the  Lord.**  Chap.  U.  25, 26.  llie  passage  vrfaich  contains  th» 
most  tme^vocal  i«£erenoe  to  an  eruption  of  lava,  is  ths^  in  which  Eliphaz  in- 
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aidrcles  the  intervening  hiUodu,  winds  it  waj  round  ererjr 
imall  projection  of  the  nxMintains,  and  gtretchet  farwatd  to 
the  very  margin  of  the  lake.  Acoording  to  the  accounts 
given  1^  those  who  witnessed  the  eruption,  the  stone-flood^ 

fidioailj  remindf  Job  of  the  cttaitroplie  whaA  qncxpectedlj  «ized  the  al»n<*. 
^Ikc4  inlwbiuntf  of  the  cities  of  the  plain : 

*«  H«|t  thou  obwrrcd  the  anekst  tnct, 

That  was  trodden  by  wicked  mortals  ? 

Who  were  arrested  of  a  sudden,  ^ 

Whose  foundation  is  a  moKm/Mtf; 

Who  said  to  Ood :  Depart  from  us. 

What  can  ShaddM  do  to  us  ?** 
««  Though  he  had  fiUed  tiuor  houses  with  wealtfi» 
(Far  from  me  be  the  counsel  of  the  wicked !) 
The  righteous  bdield  and  rejoiced. 
The  innooent  laughed  them  (o  soom  $ 
Surelj  their  substance  was  carried  away, 
^d  their  rkhes  devoured  by  fire." 

Chap.  xxiL  15^—20. 

It  is,  indeed,  eommoaly  belie?ed,  iku  tfa^  deetroetion  of  Sodom  and  Oo^ 
morrah  was  efieeted  by  a  shower  of  Sin  and  brimstoiie  miracdously  produced  in 
the  regions  of  the  air,  and  Gen.  zix.  24.  has  been  adduced  in  support  of  the 
opinion.  But  the  words :  ^'  The  Lor4  rained  brimstone  and  fire  from  the  Lord, 
•ut  of  hea?en,**  are  susoqttible  ef  a  Tory  diffbrat  interpretatioD.  It  is  we9 
known  that,  in  Scr^ture,  every  operation  of  nature  is  directly  ascribed  to  God. 
^n  her  direnifled  instruznoits  ace  his  serrants,  and  what  is  performed  by  them 
is  said  to  be  done  by  himself 

*^  The  winds  are  his  messengers ; 
His  servants,  flames  of  fire." 

£i|rdiquakes,  slonns,  inundations,  drom^t,  famine,  pestilence,  and  war,  «re  uni- 
formly represented  as  coming  from  the  Ruler  of  the  universe.  When,  therefore, 
the  annbustible  matter  in  question  is  declared  to  proceed  from  Jefaovidi,  we  are, 
in  like  manner,  to  understand  |he  lustoritti  as  referring  the  awfiil  catastrophe 
immediatdy  to  God  as  the  avenger  of  iniqutty ;  though,  in  bringing  it  about, 
he  might,  as  m  other  instanoes,  have  availed  himself  of  natural  causes.  From 
the  geokigic  notices  contained  in  the  Bible,  rdative  to  the  nei^bourhood  of  die 
devoted  dties,  it  would  ajppear,  that  it  abounded  with  inflammable  substances, 
and,  ja  will  presently  be  shewn,  wii  niost  probably  at  some  earlier  perhd  subt 
jected  to  volcanic  revolutions.  Nothing  fordier,  then,  was  necessary,  than  to  set 
onfirethebiti^en,  sulphur,  &c  that  was  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  whidi,  ra- 
vaging with  violent  friry,  an  earthquake  ensued,  and  vent  being  given  to  the 
subterraneous  dements,  a  torrent  of  mdted  matter  was  poured  forth,  that,  dCf 
sodding  into  the  plajiiiy  carried  destructioa  to  it«  inhahitants,  qtieSf  viUng^H 
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(Stein&,)  as  they  very  emphatically  called  it,  ran  slowly 
along,  carrying  eyery  thing  before  it,  and  burning  with  a 
blue  flame,  like  that  which  proceeds  from  suljrfiur,  yet  but 
partially  visible^  oiffing  tp  the  dense  ^moke  in  which  it  was 

fidds,  and  whatever  came  in  its  way.  The  quantities  d  sulphur,  pumice,  and 
ashes,  poured  by  the  volcano  to  an  immense  height  in  the  air,  and  fidling  from 
that  ekration,  mi^it,  with  stjrict  propriety,  be  said  to  hare  been  '^  rained  from 
heaven.*'  In  aUnsion  to  this  catastrophe,  God.  is  said  to  rain  on  the  wicked, 
hot  ashes,  fire,  and  brimstone,  P^dm  xi^  &  Mr  Hohn,  in  his  account  of  the 
eruption  of  the  Skapti  volcano,  says :  ^'  The  whole  atmosphere  was  filled  with 
sand,  dust,  and  brinutone^  so  thick  as  to  occasion  a  oontinnal  darkness.  The 
pumice  which  fell  on  the  villages,  being  redhat^  did  oonnderable  damage.  Along 
with  the  pumice  stones,  there  fell  a  great  quantity  of  a  dirty  substance  like/nto^ 
rolled  up  sometimes  in  the  fiinn  of  small  baUs,  and  sometimes  like  rings  or  gar- 
lands. The  falling  of  these  hoi  tubitancet  was  attended  with  great  mischief,  as 
they  totally  destroyed  all  manner  of  vegetation  tiiat  they  came  near.** 

That,  besides  the  fiery  sulphureous  shower  describe  by  Moses,  an  inunda<* 
tion  of  lav»  overtook  those  dties,  is  stated  in  the  most  express  teons,  in  the  pas* 
sage  quoted  from  Job.  Their  inhabitants  were  arrested  by  its  torrents.  It  sur- 
rounded their  habitations,  and  cut  off  all  way  of  escape,  carried  hefare  it  their 
substance,  devoured  tiieir  richea  with  its  raging.^(ifpif»,  and  so  completely  laid 
waste  tiie  vpo^  when  they  dwdt,  that  nothing,  now  remained  but  a  stream  of 
fneited  matter.  The  same  fiict  is  obviously  implied  in  the  descrqition  of  the 
drenmstanoes  comiected  with  Lot*s  escape.  Why  was  he  pvdiibiCed  from  ling- 
ering in  any  part  of  the  low  land,  if  not  because  he  wopld  there  be  exposed  to 
|he  lava  ?  And  what  reason  can  be  ass^oed  Ibr  his  obtaining  leave  to  stop  in 
Zoar;  bat  its  lyii%  at  some  distance  from  the  spot  when  tiie  lava  began  to  act, 
as  likewise  on  an  elevation  whence  he  could  survey  the  approadiing  ruin,  and 
retire  befbre  the  stream  reached  that  place  ?  We  accordingly  find,  that  however 
keen  he  was  on  staying  there  at  first,  he  quitted  it  befbre  night,  for  a  still  more 
elevmted  and  safier  retreat  '^  And  Lot  went  up  outof  Zoar,  and  dwelt  in  tiie 
mountain,  for  he  fSeaied  to  dwell  hi  Zoar,*'  verse  30.  How  natural  is  the  in- 
crustation of  his  wife  on  the  same  hypothesis  ?  Rnnaining  in  a  lower  part  of 
tiie  valley,  and  looking  with  a  wishM  eye  towards  Sodom,  she  was  surrounded, 
ere  she  was  aware,  by  the  lava,  whidi,  rising  and  swelling,  at  length  readied 
her,  and  incrustated  her  where  she  stood;  so  that  being,  asit  were,  embalmed  by 
the  salso-faituminous  mass,  she  became  a  conspicuous  beacon  and  admonitory 
exsmple  to  friture  generations.  The  power  of  this  asphaltic  substance  in  pre- 
serving from  corruption,  is  evident,  tiom  its  being  employed  by  the  Egyptians 
for  embalming  thdr  mummies.  IKod.  Sic  Bib.  Hist  lib.  xix.  c  100.  She 
is  said  to  have  been  converted  into  a  pillar  of  aotf ,  on  account  of  the  quantity 
of  that  subetanee  which  appeared  in  the  crust,  and  its  abundance  in  those  re- 
gions is  noCmious,  both  fnm  sacred  and  profime  history :  so  much  so,  that  the 
lake  which  now  fills  the  caverns  made  by  the  earthquake,  has,  among  other 
names,  that  of  the  <«  Salt  Sea.** 
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every  where  enveloped.  During  the  night  the  whole  r^on 
f^peared  to  be  one  blaze ;  the  atmosphere  itself  seemed  to 
be  on  fire,  and  was  filled  with  large  balls  of  fire :  flashes  of 
ligh£ning  darted  along  the  ^horizon,  and  announced  to  the 

In  oonfirmadon  of  the  oonflagntioD  of  the  ground  about  Sodom  and  Gomor* 
lah,  maybraOeged  Deut.  xzisu  22.  ^S  All  the  land  burning  widi  brimstone 
and  salt;  like  the  overthrow  of  Sodom  and  Gomonah,"  &c  Nor  was  the  firo 
thus  kindled  extinguished  for  ages,  but  continued  to  aend  forth  flames,  smoke, 
bitumen,  &c.  Strabo,  lib.  xvi  Philo  de  vita  Moses,  lib.  iL  Joseph,  de  Bdla 
Jttd.  lib.  iv.  c.  8. 

Previous  to  this  terrible  revolution,  the  valley  abounded  with  biftumen-pils. 
Genesis  xiv.  10,  out  of  which  great  quantities  of  that  substance  were  dug ;  be* 
ing  applied,  by  the  ancients,  in  the  construction  of  edifices,  Genesis  xi.  3,  float- 
ing vessels,  &C.  Cxodus  L  14.  From  which  circumstance  we  should  naturally 
have  concluded,  that  it  would  have  obtained  the  name  of  the  valley,  of  Hemar 
(from  "IDIl  hamar,  to  ^iturb^  make  turbulent^  expressive  of  the  appearance  of 
the  bitumen  in  its  active  state,)  or  the  Asphaltic  Valley,  just  as  the  Uke  came 
to  receive  the  appellation  of  Xi^vd  Aff^mXrtrt^as ;  the  names  of  places  being  most 
commonly  taken  from  some  remarkable  object  in  the  vicinity.  In  Iceland,  for 
instance,  we  meet  with  "  The  Lava  Valley  ;"  "  The  Valley  of  Smoke,**  Ac 
Now,  what  could  possibly  be  more  remarkable  than  the  bitumen,  except  some 
volcanic  craters,  or  hot  fountains,  resembling  those  in  Iceland,  by  which  water, 
bitumen,  sulphur,  &c  were  continually  elected  ?  On  the  suppositioa,  that 
¥olcanoes,  or  boiling  pools,  did  exist  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  valley,  a  more 
appropriate  name  could  not  have  been  found,  within  the  whole  compass  of  th* 
Hebrew  language,  than  the  valley  of  Siddim  or  Sheddim,  the  name  actually 
given  to  it  in  the  xivth  of  Genesis.  Not^only  the  root,  but  every  one  of  its  de- 
rivatives is  expressive  of  something  or  other,  remarkable  in  the  phenomena  of 
Tcdcanoes.  Thus  *^,  signifies  to  shatter^  dcstrojf^  lay  vsutCy  and  *T11C^9  the 
reduplicate  verb,  to  break ^  pieces^  destroy  utterly;  TtCI  and  *n^,  deMtmctkm^ 
devastation^  all  of  "vdiich  are  the  wdl-known  effects  of  volcanic  emptioos ;  *p0 
iMHey  which  is  obtained  by  the  deetrueUqn  ofstomee  byjre  ;  1TW9  to  wbadk 
verb  the  word  in  question  seems  to  stand  more  nearly  related,  signifies  to  gmth^ 
jpourforthj  the  most  prominent  feature  of  volcanoes,  which  pour  out  their  melt- 
ed contents,  together  with  sand,  pumice,  &a  on  the  surrounding  country.  From 
the  same  root  the  divine  name  Shaddai  (TX^)  is  derived,  a  nanbe  peculiariy  in 
use  among  the  poetdQuvian  patriarchs,  and  which  i^ipears  to  have  arisen  from 
the  poming  ov<  of  the  flood  on  the  old  world,  and  of  fixe  and  brimstone  on  the 
dtie^  of  the  plain.  Every  drcumstanoe  therefore  considered,  the  appellation 
aigpifies,  '^  The  valley  of  the  pourers  forth  ;**  or,  taking  in  both  senses,  ''  The 
pourers  forth  of  destruction.*'  Let  any  one  read  the  hiatory  of  a  volcanic  enxp« 
tion,  and  then  say  whether  theee  be  not  the  ideas  most  forcibly  impressed  upon 
his  mind.  « 

But  I  have  said  ^lat  the  word  may  designate  hot  springs.  Or  fountains,  aa 
well  as  volcanoes.    It  is,  in  fact,  the  same  in  signification  with  the  Icelandic 
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inhabitants  of  distant  districts  the  terrific  scenes  exhibitetl 
in  this  quarter.  Having  overflowed  the  greater  part  of  th^ 
lowlands,  the  lava  was  at  length  poured  into  the  lake,  which 
it  filled  to  a  considerable  distance,  forming  numerous  little 

Gcyterts  '^  The  gofihert,  pouren  forth  ;**  and  it  is  certainly  a  most  striking  oo* 
incidence^  that  a  little  to  the  north-west  of  Krabla,  there  is  a  valley  called  Gey- 
sadal^  in  other  words,  ^'  The  valley  of  Siddim !"  Among  the  sports  whidi  So- 
lomon caused  to  be  made,  *  were  ^XVif  JliVW^  '^ot  musical  instruments,  as  in 
our  common  veraon,  but  a  multiplicity  and  variety  cfJetHngfountahu,  such  ^ 
iire  still  common  in  royal  gardens,  the  most  brilliant  of  which,  however,  are 
mere  straw-pipes,  compared  to  the  natural  fountains  in  Iceland.  How  tha 
Chaldee  paraphrast  came  to  render  the  words  tvarm  bat?u^  an  interpretation  that 
wonderfully  tallies  with  my  hypothesis,  I  cannot  determine,  except  he  had 
/YTH^fX  ^'^^  ^VDti^  i^  ^  ^yC)  which  are  merely  the  same  words  under  a  dif- 
ff>rent  form,  and  are  rendered  ^^  Springi'*  by  otv  translatorB,  in  DeVt.  iv.  49, 
*'  Springs  ofPitgah;^^  and  Josh.  x.  40.  xii.  8,  "  i^  Spring*,*^  *'  Country  of 
the  Springs."  In  the  other  passages  where  the  springs  of  Pisgah  are  mentioned, 
they  have  given  them  by  a  proper  name,  "  Askdoth-Pisgah,"  The  singular 
occurs  only  in  Nmn.  xxL  16.  and  is  renddred  "  stream^''  but  the  "  spring  of  the 
streams*'  makes  better  sense.  Now,  a11  these  springs  lay  on  the  east  and  north«> 
east  margin  of  the  Asphaltic  lake,  near  the  hot  sprittgs  of  CaUirhoe  (rut  »trm. 
KmXki^en*  ^t^f/wi)^  to  which  Herod  went  for  his  recovery,  Joseph.  Antiq.  Jud. 
lib.  xVii.  cap.  vi.  5.  and  were  most  probably  of  the  same  quality.*)- 

Su^Kising  some  such  phenomena,  for  it  is  now  impossible  to  determine  which, 
to  have  given  rise  to  Ae  name  of  the  valley,  it  will  be  no  difficult  matter  to  ex- 
plain what  were  the  idolatrous  objects  of  worship,  called  QHiy  Slitddimy  which 
caught  the  attentbn  of  the  Israelites  on  con^g  into  those  parts,  and  to  which 
they  offered  their  children  in  sacrifice,  Deut.  xxxiL  17 ;  and  Psalm  cvL  37* 
They  were  either  some  andent  volcanoes,  or  the  efiects  of  such,  visible  in  the 
ejaculations  of  hot*water,  or  bitumen,  from  large  boiling  caldrons,  which  excited 
the  ftars  and  terrors  of  those  who  lived  in  the  nd^bourhood,  and  at  last  be^ 
came  an  iinpoEtant  branch  of  Canaanitish  idolatry.  To  appease  these  ofiended 
deities,  the  terrified  votaries  sacrificed  the  ofl&pring  of  their  own  bodies,  thereby 
hoping  to  live  secure  in  future  from  such  dreadful  havock  and  devastation,  as 
they  had  seen  hnded  from  the  mountains  in  the  vicinity  of  Sodom.  It  was  uni- 
venally  the  custom  among  ^e  nor&em  lutions,  when  they  had  unfruitful  sea- 
sons, to  sacrifice  some  person  of'  consequence,  in  order  to  procure  a  good  year : 
their  kings  diemadves  were  frequently  the  victims  on  these  occasions.  A  similar 
practice  is  stiU  common  in  Mexico.  Now,  if  sudi  was  the  case,  merely  on  a  com- 
mon &iktie  of  the  season8,.how  much  more  natural  was  it,  when  that  fiulure  was 


•Ecdes-ii.  8. 

f  Many  suppose  die  D^^D^  Fr»nif»,  which  Anoh  found  in  the  wilderness, 
were  warm  baths,  an  interpretation  derived  by  St  Jennne  from  the  Punic  See 
G^.  autxvi.  24. 
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talands,  and  destroying  the  fidi  with  which  it  was  stocked, 
^hose  who  inhabit^  the  plain,  being  apprised  of  the  ap- 
proaching disaster,  by  the  rumbling  and  cracking  noise  from 
the  mountain,  removed  the  most  valuable  of  their  effects  to 
ntuaUons  where  they  were  secure  from  danger ;  so  that  Uttle 
damage  was  done  except  the  destruction  of  three  farms,  with 
the  most  of  the  pasture  grounds  belonging  to  them.  * 

On  my  arrival  at  ReykiahUd^  one  of  the  farm-houses  over- 
run  by  the  fiery  stream,  but  which  was  afterwards  rebuilt 
nearly  on  the  same  spot,  my  attention  was  instantly  directed 
to  the  churchy  which,  in  almost  a  miraculous  mainner,  escaped 
the  general  conflagration.  Reaching  the  north-west  coma: 
of  the  low  earthen  wall  by  tirhich  the  chutch-yard  is  enclosed, 
the  lava  has  been  arrested  in  its  progress  within  about  two 
feet  of  the  wall,  where,  as  if  inspred  with  neverenoe  for  the 
consecrated  ground,  it  has  divided  into  two  streams,  and, 
pursuing  its  course  till  it  advanced  about  twenty  yards, 
when  the  streams  have  again  united^  and  left  the  diurch 


effected  by  a  Tolaulo  ?  Within  the  whcde  lAoge  of  Ihe  visibie  creation,  there  it 
undoubtedly  nothing  more  terrible  in  its  iq;>pcarance,  and  more  dreadful  in  its 
afficts,  than  a  Tdcanic  eruption,— nothing  more  calcniitfd  to  inspire  the  mittd 
vith  sentiments  of  horrific  awe,  or  ezdte  the  ignorant  to  perform  acts  of  supers 
stitioos  worship  and  adoration.  Witness  the  effixt  prodtioed  on  the  inhabitants 
of  Ni^des,  during  an  eruption  of  Vesuvius.  The  head  of  St  Januarius  is  carried 
Sb  procession  by  the  Cardinal  Aidibishop,  and  placed  directly  in  front  of  the 
mountain,^  amidst  thousands  of  supersticious  and  trembling  spectators.  If  socfa 
a  custom  has  obtained  among  people  called  Christians,  we  may  swdiy  ooDchide, 
tiiat  ignorant  idolatry,  at  a  remote  period  of  the  wodd,  would  go  stiD  furtiierv 
and  wordiq»  the  object  of  tenor. 

I  shall  conclude  this  long  note  with  an  extract  from  Bfr  Hooker^s  Tour  in 
Iceland :— '<  The  Kamtchftdales,  as  wdl  as  the  Japanese,  ha^e  a  dread  of  the 
hot-springs  in  their  country,  arising  from  a  similar  supposition,  tiiat  they  are 
the  abode  of  demons.  Thus,  peaking  of  the  boiling  fountains  of  Opalski,  or 
Osemoi,  situated  nearly  mid-way  between  the  Lc^aatka  and  Bdshoirctsk,  Mar- 
tin Sauer  observes,  that  the  Kamtdiadalss  suppose  them  to  be  the  habitatifliis 
of  some  demon,  and  make  a  trifling  offering  to  appease  his  wrsUi;  without  which, 
they  say,  he  sends  very  dangerous  storms.**  See  the  Account  ofom  ExpediHom 
to  the  Northern  Parts  ofRustkiy  by  Commodore  Billings,  p.  303. 

*  01afren*8  and  Poveben*8  Beise,  p.  729.  Honrebow*s  Natural  History  of 
Icebnd,  p.  10.  For  a  sublime  poetical  description  of  such  a  scene,  see  the 
Iliad,  Book  2UU.  line  348. 
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oompl^ely  unhurt  in  the  midst  of  the  surroundii^  iames. 
ScMne  ports  of  the  stFeam,  close  to  the  wall,  are  more  than 
double  the  height  of  the  church*  Who  knows  but  the  rf* 
fectual  fervent  prayer  of  some  pious  individual,  or  smne  de* 
signs  c^n^rcy,  may  have  been  the  cause  fixed  in  the  eternal 
imrpose  of  Jehovah  fat  the  preservation  of  this  edifice  ? 

FrcMU  this  place  a  prospect  presents  itself,  whidi,  perhaps, 
ctaH  the  views  in  the  world,  bears  the  most  striking  resem- 
Uance  to  that  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Dead  Sea*  *  The  M^ 
vainj  or  Gnat  Lake,  so  called,  fiom  its  being  frequented  by 
inuncnee  swarms  of  that  tiouUesome  insect,  lies  directly  be- 
fore you ;  and  the  whdb  c^  the  intervening  tract,  whidi 
may  be  about  a  mile  in  breadth,  is  one  vast  field  of  black, 
rugged,  and  eavamous  lava,  now  projecting  a  connderaUe 
way  into  the  lake,  and  now  giving  place  to  die  water:  thus 
forming  innumerable  creeks  and  promontories  al<mg  the 
greater  part  o£  the  northam  margin.  To  the  north-west 
rise  a  numb^  of  barren  hills  that  open  into  the  sandy  de- 
sarts ;  leaving  which,  the  eye  wanders  over  an  extensive  tract 
of  moor,'  intersected,  at  different  distances,  by  red  conical 
mountains;  till,  reaching  the  south  ^de  of  the  lake,  it  fells 
in  with  several  huge  dark  mountiuns,  c^  various  singular 
forms,  that  are  again  relieved  in  the  east  by  the  Ndmar^  or 

*  8cabo,infaisGeognph.fib.xTLgpeddiigofthe  Dead  Sea,  says,  <<  It  is 
ain  of  aiphiUtm,  whidi,  at  irregular  periods,  boilf  op  out  of  the  deep,  like  die 
dwinitwnit  of  hot  water,  and,  aiBuming  a  curvated  appeanmce,  looks  like  little 
hills>  emitting  a  quantity  of  hot  embers,  from  which  an  illusive  vi^mmt  pro- 
'  For  there  is  also  a  fbnntain  of  fire  in  the  middle,  producing 
sofbitomen,  the  irregularity  of  whose  ejections  is  to  be  ascribed  to 
I  of  fire,  iHiicfa,  like  many  other  suhstances,  observes  an  erder  in\risi« 
bletous.  That  there  exists  fire  in  this  region,  is  evinced  by  many  other  signs; 
by  the  rugged  calrinf^d  rocks  around  Moasada,  hollow  caverns  in  many  places, 
dags,  ;»tch  disrilling  from  the  rocks  and  hot  rivers,  the  unpleasant  smed  of  whidx 
IS  pcrceptiMe  at  a  diitancft'*— In  like  manner  Fhilo  de  vita  Moses,  lib.  iL  fr— 
*'  The  mofmy  of  that  inexfRessible  disaster  (the  frJl  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah) 
b  still  shewn  in  Syria :  ruins,  ashes,  brimstone,  smoke,  and  thin  flames,  still 
hscaking  Ibrth,  intcnningled  as  it  were  with  fire.**  The  barrenness  of  die  sur- 
rounding soil  became  proverbial ;  and,  according  to  the  unanimous  testimony  of 
oriental  travellers,  it  wears,  to  diis  day,  die  most  sterile  and  melancholy  iqipear- 
anoi.  See  Newberry,  Cartwrighti  and  especially  Mariti^Arvienx,  and  Vohiey. 
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sulphur  mountains,  from  th^  decompositian  gcnng  forward 
in  wliich,  a  vast  profuaon  of  smo)ce  is  constantly  ascending 
to  a  great  height  in  the  atmo^heie.  The  most  profound 
and  death-like  silence  pervades  the  whole  of  this  desolated 
region.  The  dismal  gloom  reflected  by  the  darkness  of  the 
opposite  mountains  on  the  lake  is  greatly  augmented  by  the 
small  black  islands  of  lava  with  which  it  is  studded ;  and  the 
pillars  of  vqx)ur  proceeding  in  difiei«nt  places  from  the  sur- 
face of  the  water,  though  affording  a  slight  contrast^  only 
tend  to  finish  the  melancholy  scei^  by  leading  the  mind  to 
the  destructive  element,  still  raging  at  no  great  d^th  in  the 
earth,  which  has  been  the  tremendous  cause  of  the  surround- 
ing wildness  and  ruin.  The  lake,  which  is  redconed  to  be 
about  forty  miles  in  circumference,  has  been  so  filled  up 
with  the  torrents  of  lava  which  have  been  emptied  into  it, 
that,  at  its  extreme  depth,-  it  does  not  exceed  four  fathoms 
and  an  half,  and,  in  most  places^  is  only  between  two  and 
three  fathoms  deep.  In  the  lava  with  which  the  bott(»n  is 
covered,  are  numerous  rents  and  cavities ;  and,  what  is  re* 
markable,  there  are  hot  fountains  in  the  middle  of  the  lake, 
boiling  to  such  a  degree,  that  the  steam  rising  from  them  is 
seen  at  a  considerable  distance.  The  immediate  vicinity  of 
these  fountains'  proves  an  excellent  niursery  for  xheJbreUes^ 
which  are  found  here  in  great  abundance,  and  much  fatter 
than  common.  The  islands,  which  have  been  formed  by 
the  heavings  and  explosion  of  the  sub-aquatic  lava,  are  up- 
wards of  thirty  in  number.  Some  of  them  yield  a  little  hay 
and  pasture ;  and  most  of  them  abound  in  angelica,  a  plant 
of  which  the  natives  are  very  fond,  and  which  they  c^ect 
for  winter  provision.  It  has  a  pleasant  taste  when  fresh,^ 
but  is  stud  to  be  still  better  after  it  has  been  kept  some  time. 
As  the  atmosphere  was  temperate,  I  luckily  escaped  be- 
ing attacked  by  the  gnats,  but  observed  thousands  of  them 
in  the  window  at  ReykiahUd.  They  are  greyish  in  colour, 
have  long  shining  wings,  and  are  much  larger  than  any  I 
had  seen  before.  Not  only  the  peasants,  who  are  continually 
pestered  by  diem  in  warm  weather,  but  travellers,  who 
merely  pass  the  Uke,  declare  them  to  be  insupp<»rtable. 
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Their  bite  is  extreihely  psunful ;  and  it  is  inlpossible,  even 
afler  using  every  meads  of  defence,  fo  keep  them  from  pe- 
netrating to  the  skin.  The  poor  horses,  especially  black 
ones,  are  most  tormented  by  them ;  and  instances  have  been 
known,  of  those  belonging  to  travellers  having  suffered  to 
such  a  degree,  that,  in  order  to  obtain  rehef,  they  have  rush- 
ed with  fury  into  the  lake  and  perished.  * 

Having  pitched  my  tent  close  to  the  margin  of  the  lava,  I 
retired  to  read  a  little ;  but  had  not  proceeded  far  in  that 
exercise,  when  my  servant  announced  the  arrival  of  a  large 
travelling  cavalcade  from  the  east  country ;  which,  on  coming 
out,  I  found  belonged  to  Eammer-assessor  Thorlacius,  who 
had  been  several  years  Sysselman  of  South  Muli  district,^ 
but  had  lately  received  the  Sysselmanshipof  ^rne^^  district, 
and  was  now  removing  his  family  to  the  south.  It  is  im- 
possible for  a  foreigner,  Who  has  never  been  in  Iceland,  to 
form  any  idea  of  the  trouble  and  danger  connected  with  ^ch 
a  removal.  The  conveyance  of  the  more  important  parts  of 
household  furniture  is  ehtirely  out  of  the  question :  for  they 
cannot  be  got  overland,  and  there  are  no  coasting  vessels ; 
and  it  is  with  the  utmost  difficulty  that  the  most  portable 
articles  can  be  removed.  The  fording  of  the  rivers,  the 
climbing  of  the  mountains,  the  scrambling  over  the  lava,  l!he 
passage  of  the  morasses,  bad  weather,  and  numberless  other 
circumstances,  present  very  serious  inconveniences  even  to 
the  most  robust  and  accustomed  traveller,  and  might  be 
deemed  absolutely  insurmountable  barriers  in  the  way  of 
females  and  young  children ;  yet  Mrs  Thorlacius,  with  her 
three  children,  had*  undert^en  a  journey  of  not  less  than 
five  hundred  British  miles,  and  seemed  to  support  it  with  a 
couragie  that  quite  astonished  me«  They  had  each  a  horse, 
except  the  youngest,  a  girl  of  about  two  years,  who  rode  be* 
for«  an  assistant.  This  poor  httle  infant,  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  be  dropped  the  same  morning  by  ter  keeper,  but 
did  not  appear  to  have  received  any  material  injury,  only 
^fae  onnplaincd  of  a  pain  in  her  stomach ;  till,  arriving  at 

«  ^{ohr^s  NttturhMtoric,  p.  100, 
L 
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this  place,  and  being  undressed,  it  was  found  that  the  dear 
babe  bad  broken  her  thi^-bone.  The  anguish  and  per* 
plexity  of  the  parents  on  this  discovery  may  be  easily  caa- 
oeived.  At  astrange  place,  with  more  than  the  half  of  thor 
journey  befort  them,  and  at  least  oxty  miles  distant  fitxn 
any  surreal  aid,  their  case  was  truly  pitiable.  We  endea* 
voured,  as  well  as  we  could,  to  set  die  bone,  and  bound 
tome  pieces  of  tough  sheep-skin  paralld  with  it,  to  prevent 
its  sliding,  all  which  the  child  bore  with  uncommon  patience ; 
and,  getting  it  rebound  the  following  morning,  they  pro- 
ceeded  to  ATmr-eyriy  vih&ace  they  intended  sending  finr  pro- 
per  assistance. 

I  had  become  acquainted  with  Mr  Thorladus  in  Copen- 
hagen, and  knew  he  would  &o3us£  cordially  into  the  Bible 
cause;  and  I  received,  on  this  occaaon,  ^  strongest  as- 
snrances  of  his  assistance  and  support. 

At  the  distance  of  twenty-*five  miles  east  from  Bej^AakSdj 
is  the  large  Yokid  river,  which,  taking  its  rise  in  the  northern 
regions  of  the  Khfa  Yokul,  and  being  augmented  by  an 
immrase  number  of  tributary  streams,  pours  a  vast  body  of 
water  into  the  Awarfiordy  a  bay  on  the  northern  ooajst,  about 
thirty  miles  distant  from  Suaavik.  It  frequently  overflows 
its  banks,  and  has  repeatedly  ^bne  great  damage  to  the  houses 
«nd  grounds  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  sea.  Ab  this  is 
ihe  nearest  farm  on  the  we^  side  of  the  river,  it  is  neoessaiy 
io  make  an  agreement  with  the  peasant  for  a  man  and  horse 
to  conduct  you  to  the  ferry,  and  row  you  over,  for  whidi  he 
idiarges  three  rix-dollars,  or  about  five-ancUaxpenoe  Sterling. 
iKot  being  accustomed  to  such  heavy  charges  in  Iceland,  I 
considered  it  rather  exorbitant,  but  fimnd  ultimately  no  rea- 
son to  complain,  having  got  suffident  service  for  the  mcMiey. 

The  morning  of  the  Idth  being  cle^  and  serene,  I  re- 
solved to  proceed  into  the  desert;  and,  sending  my  s^nrant 
sm  before  me  with  the  baggage,  I  got  the  guide  to  strike  c^ 
a  little  to  the  right,  in  order  to  conduct  me  thnough  the 
mines.  Encotmtering  a  cavernous  tract  of  andent  and  re- 
cent lavas,  intermixed  and  tossed  about  in  the  wildest  manner^ 
my  ciuiosity  was  exdted  by  a  singular  looking  hill^  about 
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half  a  mile  before  me,  from  the  top  and  aides  of  which  acoiu 
flideraUe  quantity  of  smoke  was  maldng  its  escape,  and  whkh 
wore  every  appearance  of  a  volcano  in  miniature.  Oncoming 
up  to  it,  I  found  it  to  conast  of  lava  and  volcanic  sand.  In 
the  middle  was  a  circular  crater,  of  about  twenty  feet  in 
diameter;  which,  being  open  on  the  south  side,  I  entered^ 
and  surveyed  various  rents  in  the  scorified  waU,  which  emit- 
ted so  much  heat  and  smoke,  that  I  could  scarcely  approach 
within  a  yard  c^  them.  The  bottom  was  filled  with  sand 
and  rou^  ^<tgB,  and  the  whole  bore  the  most  evident  marks 
of  its  having  been  a  furnace  in  which  the  fire  has  raged,  and 
from  which  it  has  played  on  the  siurounding  r^ons.  From 
this  place  I  rode,  in  a  north-east  direction,  enccmipassed  on 
every  hand  by  smoking  rents  and  chasms  in  the  lava,  till  I 
came  to  the  Vapofur-be^y  a  low  rude  building  of  lava,  raised 
over  an  excavation,  in  which  is  a  crevice  that  sends  forth  a 
current  of  steam,  and  heats  the  place  to  such  a  d^pi^ee,  that, 
aa  dcising  the  door,  a  parson  is  instantly  thrown  into  the 
strongest  persjnration.  Close  to  the  crevice,  Fahrenheit's 
tharmcmieter  rose,  in  the  course  of  two  minutes,  to  the  144th 
degree.  The  bath  is  frequented  by  people  from  a  distance, 
and  is  celebrated  for  its  efficacy  in  curing  various  diseases. 
It  is,  however,  very  inconvenient  to  bathe  here,  owing  to 
the  quantity  of  small  sooty  volcanic  sand,  whioh  is  not  only 
thrown  around  the  bath,  but  has  even  penetrated  into  the  in« 
side,  through  the  pieces  of  lava  of  which  it  is  constructed. 

The  sulphureous  exhalations  now  beoomipg  so  strong, 
and  the  decdtfulness  of  the  surface  so  great,  we  were  obliged 
to  ali^t  from  our  horses,  and  lead  them  over  such  parts  of 
the  soil  as  appeared  most  indurated,  though,  after  we  had 
used  every  pirecaution  in  selecting  the  roadt  it  frequently 
happened  that  one  of  the  horses'  feet  broke  through  the 
crust,  and  left  a  hole,  which  continued  to  send  (cffth  smoke 
ID  great  abundance,  so  that  every  moment  we  were  in  dan* 
ger  of  sinking  into 


-*'  a  fiery  deluge,  fed 


With  ever-buming  sulphur  unconsumed j" 
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On  either  side  lay  vast  beds  of  sulphur,  covered  with  a  thin 
crust,  contiuning  innumerable  small  .holes,  through  which 
the  vapour  was  making  its  escape.  In  many  parts  the  crust, 
which  presented  the  most  beautiful  aluminous  efflorescence^ 
was  not  more  than  half  an  inch  in  thickness ;  and,  on  its  1)e- 
ing  "removed,  a  thick  bed  of  pure  sulphur  i^peared,  through 
which  the  steam  issued  with  a  hissing  noise.  The  saUinuu 
tion  of  the  sulphur  is  produced  by  the  constl^lt  ascenson  of 
this  vapour ;  and  it  is  found  to  possess  greater  and  less  de- 
grees of  purity,  in  proportion  as  the  s(h1  is  more  or  less  po- 
rous. In  general,  however,  these  mines  are  vastly  superior 
to  any  other  in  Iceland,  owing  to  the  intense  degree  of  sub* 
terraneous  heat,  and  the  very  loose  and  porous  nature  of  the 
earth  at  this  place. 

The  sulphur  mountain  rises  to  a  considerable  height  from 
the  east  side  of  the  hollow  in  which  these  mines  are  situate. 
It  does  not  exceed  a  mile  in  breadth,  but  is  more  than  five 
miles  in  length,  stretching  from  the  east  end  of  the  lake  in 
a  northerly  direction,  between  the  volcanoes  Krabla  and 
Leirhntikr^  where  it  joins  the  ridge  by  which  these  two 
mountains  are  connected.  The  surface  is  very  uneven,  con- 
usting  of  immense  banks  of  red  bolus  and  sulphur,  the  crust 
of  which  is  variegated  with  random  mixtures  of  yellow,  light 
blue,  and  white  colours ;  and,  in  some  places,  a  8(^  sand* 
stone  makes  its  appearance  through  the  predominant  mould. 
I  could  also  observe  holes,  out  of  which  the  sulphur  has 
been  dug  by  the  peasants,  and  which  seemed  to  have  been 
made  with  much  prodigality :  a  consequence  that  must  ever 
attend  its  being  dug  without  any  regular  plan,  by  persons 
Who  do  not  possess  skill  sufficient  to  qualify  them  for  the 
work.  Instead  of  the  mines  being  wrou^t  under  the  in* 
spection  of  an  individual  appointed  for  the  purpose,  the 
mode  of  collecting  the  sulphur  is  left  entirely  to  the  discre- 
tion  of  the  peasants ;  who,  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  summer^ 
collect  such  quantities  of  it  as  will  afford  tl^m  a  barter  against 
the  articles  of  foreign  produce,  which  they  may  need  for  the 
winter. 

Ascending  by  the  sides  of  the  banks,  the  boks  of  whidi 
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was  very  soft,  and  often  took  the  horses  more  than  mid-leg 
deep,  we  succeeded  in  gaining  a  narrow  pass  in  the  moun- 
tain, which  opened  into  a  vast  level  country,  but  terminated 
aU  at  once  in  so  abrupt  and  precipitous  a  descent,  as  to  ex- 
cite a  momentary  trepidation  and  awe.  Yet  I  had  scarcely 
recovered  from  my  consternation,  when  a  more  terrific  scene 
opened  mi  my  view.  Almost  directly  below  the  brink  on 
whidi  I  stood,'  at  the  depth  of  more  than  dx  hundred  feet» 
lay  a  row  of  large  caldrons  of  boiling  mud,  twelve  in  nunw 
ber,  which  were  in  full  aod  constant  action ;  roaring,  splash- 
ing^ and  sending  forth  immense  columns  of  dense  vapour^ 
that,  riang  and  ^reading  in  the  atmosphere,  in  a  grea( 
measure  inta*cepted  the  rays  of  the  sun,  who  stood  high 
above  the  horizon  in  the  same  direction.  The  boldest  strokes 
of  poetic  fiction  would  be  utterly  inadequate  to  a  literal  do- 
aoription  <^  the  awful  re^ties  of  this  place ;  nor  can  any 
ideas,  formed  by  the  strongest  human  ima^nation,  reach 
half  the  grandeur,  or  the  terrors,  of  the  prospect.  I  stood 
for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  as  if  I  had  been  petrified^ 
with  my  eyes  intensely  fixed  on  the  dreadful  operations  that 
ware  gomg  on  in  the  abyss  below  me,  when,  turning  to  the 
iefk,  I  had  a  full  view  of  the  tremendous  Krabla,  the  06m- 
dian  Mountain^  and  two  or  three  other  volcanic  mountains, 
wboae  names  I  could  not  learn  with  any  certainty. 

Leading  our  horses  down  the  side  of  the  mountain,  in  a 
zig-zag  direction,  we  advanced  towards  the  hverar ;  but,  as 
the  steeds  grew  rather  restive,  and  the  soU  began  to  lose  its 
firmness,  we  left  them  behind  us,  and  proceeded,  with  wary 
step,  amongst  numerous  burning  quagmires,  till  we  came 
dose  to  the  springs.  Excepting  two,  which  lie  at  the  dis- 
tance  of  twenty  yards  from  the  rest,  they  are  all  crowded 
together  into  one  vast  chasm  of  the  lava.  Some  of  them  re- 
main stationary  within  the  crevice,  but  roar  terribly,  and 
emit  much  steitm ;  others  boil  violently,  and  splash  their 
Uack  muddy  contents  round  the  orifice  of  the  pit ;  while 
two  or  three  jet,  at  intervals,  to  the  height  of  four  or  five 
feet  The  most  remarkable,  however,  is  that  at  the  north-^ 
frn  extremity  of  the  diasm.    Its  smallest  diameter,  down  at 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


150  SULPHUB  SPRINGS- 

the  surface  of  the  puddle,  may  be  about  fourteen  feet^  but 
it  opens  gradually  to  the  edge,  where  the  chasm  is  at  least 
twenty  feet  across.  The  water,  which  was  quite  turbid  and 
hliBckf  was  comparatively  quiet  about  two  minutes,  when  it 
broke  forth  in  a  most  furious  manner,  jetting  to  the  height 
of  between  ten  and  fifteen  feet,  and  splashing  between  the 
jets,  in  oblique  directions,  on  every  ade,  which  rendered  it 
dangerous  to  stand  near  the  margin.  What  increased  the 
danger,  was  the  softness  of  the  soil,  which  appeared  to  fill 
t>ther  chasms  dose  to  the  great  one,  so  that,  on  making  a 
6udden  leap,  to  escape  being  scalded,  a  person  can  baldly 
avoid  plunging  into  semi -liquid  beds  of  hot  day  and  sulphur, 
an  alternative  still  more  shocking.  The  jetting  is  acccon- 
panied  with  a  harsh  roar,  and  the  escape  of  a  vast  quantity 
rf  vapour  strongly  impregnated  with  sulphur.  It  lasts  four 
minutes,  after  which  the  liquid  again  subddes  to  its  former 
state.  The  two  apertures,  that  lay  at  a  sh<^  distance  from 
the  rest,  were  filled  with  thick  mud,  Irhich  moved  so  dug- 
gishly  that  it  could  scarcely  be  said  to  boil,  but,  as  the  sur- 
face was  considerable,  it  puffed  no  small  quantity  of  steam 
in  a  very  amusing  manner.  To  a  considerable  distance 
around  these  springs,  and' a  long  way  up  the  mountain,  the 
fioil  is  extremely  soft,  asid  so  hot,  that  you  cannot  h<dd  your 
hand,  more  than  tliree  inches  below  the  surface ;  corresponds 
ing  in  every  req>ect  to  that  described  by  Milton : 


.«  Till  on  dry  land 


He  lightSj  if  it  were  land  that  ever  bum'd 

With  solid,  as  tike  lake  with  liquid  fire : 

And  such  appeared  in  hue,  as  when  the  finrce 

Of  subterranean  wind  tran^chrts  a  hill 

Tom  firom  Peloras,  or  the  shattered  side 

Of  thund'ring  Etna,  whose  oombustible 

And  fiid'd  entrails  thence  conceiving  fire, 

Suhlim'd  with  mineral  fury,  aid  the  winds. 

And  leave  a  singed  bottom  all  involv'd 

With  stench  and  smoke :  such  resting  fimnd  the  sole 

OfunUess'dfeet!" 
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Having  again  reached  our  horses,  we  were  on  the  ere  of 
setting  off  for  the  road,  whai,  happening  to  turn  towards 
KrablOf  I  descried  a  vast  volume  of  smoke,  xmog  at  first 
perpendicularly,  with  amazing  velocity,  from  a  breaks  about 
two-thirds  up  the  south-west  side  of  Uie  mountiun ;  but,  af- 
ter gaining  a  considerable  elevation,  it  struck  off  in  a  beauti- 
ful horizontal  line  towards  the  north-west ;  and  as  its  r^u* 
lar  intermission  indicated  that  it  proceeded  from  a  bmling 
volcano,  and  I  had  yet  the  greatest  part  of  the  day  before 
me,  I  resolved  to  ascend  the  mountain,  and  survey  anotlier 
of  these  terrible,  but  interesting  scenes,  Jt  was  with  difiB- 
culty,  however,  that  I  could  prevail  on  my  guide  to  aoconw 
pany  me.  The  r^on,  he  said,  was  wholly  unexplored ; 
and  hidden  pools  of  boiling  clay  were  scattered  so  thick 
around  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  as  to  render  it  inaooesd- 
ble ;  but,  on  offering  to  make  him  a  trifling  present,  hia 
fears  began  to  leave  him,  and  he  at  length  engaged  to  coii« 
duct  me  as  far  as  we  could  proceed  with  safety, 

The  path  we  piu-sued,  lay  along  the  eastern  margin  of  a 
stream  of  lava,  which  a|^pears  to  be  of  the  same  age  with 
that  at  ReyTAahltdj  only  it  is,  for  the  most  part,  covered  with 
white  pumice  and  volcanic  sand.  The  side  of  a  low  mouiw 
tain,  to  the  right,  which  we  skirted  for  some  time,  was  par^ 
tially  overgrown  with  grass,  and  now  and  then  a  few  wiU 
lows  reared  their  dwarfy  tops  above  the  ridges  of  the  lava. 
Passing  a  desolate  farm,  and  keeping  at  a  distance  from  the 
sulphur  banks,  which  appeared  in  the  face  of  a  contiguous 
mountain,  we  succeeded  in  reaching  the  base  of  KrMa^ 
without  meeting  with  any  of  the  pods  so  much  dreaded  by 
my  guide ;  but  here  an  obstacle  present^  itself,  scarcely 
less  formidable.  Along  the  foot  of  the  mountain  ran  a  small 
rivulet,  by  which  the  ground  had  been  hollowed  out  to  a 
great  depth ;  and,  as  there  was  nothing  on  either  side  but 
loose  clay,  it  was  some  time  before  we  could  find  a  place, 
sufficiently  indurated,  to  afford  a  solid  footing  for  our  horses; 
What  increased  the  difficulty  was,  that  the  opposite  bank, 
which  is  formed  by  the  base  of  the  mountain,  was  so  hi^ 
and  steep,  that  at  almost  evecy  step  the  surface  gave  way. 
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and  we  slid  down  again  into  the  stream.  After  several  rei*. 
terated  attempts,  we  at  length  gained  the  summit  of  the 
bank,  and  proceeded  upwards,  but  found  the  ascent  very  lar- 
borious  and  toilsome ;  the  side  of  the  mountain  con^sting 
of  pumice,  sand,  and  soft  earth,  and  for  the  most  part  steep 
and  slippery.  Walking  and  riding  by  turns,  in  a  curvilined 
direction,  we  left  several  divisions  behind  us ;  and,  from  the 
apparent  nearness  of  the  smoke,  and  the  loudness  of  the  roar- 
ing which  attended  it,  both  being  perceptible  at  intervals, 
we  flattered  ourselves  with  the  hope  that  the  hver  lay  be- 
hind the  height  immediately  above  us ;  but  on  reaching  it, 
we  found  still  another  eminence  to  climb ;  till  having  been 
tantalized  in  this  manner  for  near  an  hour,  and  almost  com- 
pletely out  of  breath,  we  ultimately  came  within  »ght  of  the 
object  of  attraction.  As  such,  I  certainly  viewed  it  at  a  dis- 
tance,  when  nothing  was  viable  but  the  body  of  vapour ; 
but  the  moment  my  eye  took  in  the  whole  of  the  scene,  I 
became  conscious  of  sensations  the  most  repulsive  and  ab- 
horrent At  the  bottom  of  a  deep  gulley,  lay  a  circular 
pool  of  black  liquid  matter,  at  least  three  hundred  feet  in 
circumference,  from  the  middle  of  which  a  vast  column  of 
the  same  black  liquid  was  erupted,  with  a  loud  thundering 
noise ;  but  bdng  envelop^  in  smoke,  till  within  about  three 
feet  of  the  surface  of  the  pool,  I  could  not  form  any  idea  of 
the  height  to  which  it  rose* 

From  every  circumstance  connected  with  the  va«t  hollow 
in  which  this  pool  is  situated,  I  could  not  but  r^ard  it  as 
the  remains  of  the  crater ;  which,  after  having  vomited  im- 
mense quantities  of  volcanic  matter,  has  loosened  the  adja- 
cent parts  of  the  mountain  to  such  a  degree,  that  they  have 
fallen  in,  and  left  nothing  but  the  boiling  caldron  to  mark  its 
site,  and  perpetuate,  in  faint  adumbrations,  the  awful  ter- 
rors of  the  scene.  The  surface  of  the  ppol  may  be  about 
seven  hundred  feet  below  what  appeared  to  be  the  liighest 
peak  of  Krablay  and  about  two  hundred  feet  below  the  op- 
posite height  on  which  I  stood. 

Having  continued  some  minutes  to  disgorge  its  muddy 
contents,  the  violent  fury  of  the  spring  evidently  began  to 
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abate ;  and,  as  the  ground  along  the  west  side  of  the  hollow 
seemed  sufficiently  soHd,  I  got  the  guide  to  accompany  me 
to  the  immediate  precincts  of  the  pool.  On  the  nortliem 
margin  rose  a  bank,  consisting  of  red  bolus  and  sulphur, 
from  whichf  as  the  wind  blew  from  the  same  quarter,  we  had 
a  fine  view  of  the  whole.  Nearly  about  the  centre  of  the 
pool,  is  the  aperture  whence  the  vast  body  of  water,  sulphur, 
and  bluish  black  bolus  is  thrown  up,  and  which  is  equal 
in  diameter  to  the  column  of  water  ejected  by  the  Greed 
Geyser  at  its  strongest  eruptions.  The  height  of  the  jets 
varied  greatly ;  rising,  on  the  first  propulsions  of  the  liquid, 
to  about  twelve  teet,  and  continuing  to  ascend,  as  it  were, 
by  leaps,  till  they  gained  the  highest  point  of  elevation,  which 
v/as  upwards  of  thirty  feet,  when  they  again  abated  much 
more  rapidly  than  they  rose,  and  after  the  spouting  had 
ceased,  the  situation  of  the  aperture  was  rendered  visible  only 
by  a  gentle  ebullition,  which  distinguished  it  from  the  gene- 
ral surface  of  the  pool  During  my  stay,  which  was  up- 
wards of  an  hour,  the  eruptions  took  place  every  five  minutes, 
and  lasted  about  two  minutes  and  a  half  I  was  always  ap- 
prized  of  the  approach  of  an  eruption  by  a  small  jetter  that 
broke  forth  from  the  same  pool,  a  little  to  the  east  of  the 
great  one,  and  was  evidently  connected  with  it,  as  there  was 
a  continual  bubbling  in  a  direct  line  l^ween  them.  None 
of  its  jets  exceeded  twelve  feet,  and  generally  they  were  about 
five.  Another  bubbling  channel  ran  a  little  way  to  the 
north-west  of  the  principal  opening,  but  did  not  terminate 
in  a  jetter  like  the  former.  While  the  eruption  continued,  a 
number  of  fine  silver  waves  were  thrown  round  to  the  sides 
of  the  pool,  which  was  lined  with  a  dark  blue  br^us,  left 
there  on  the  subsidence  of  the  waves.  At  the  foot  of  the 
bank  on  which  we  stood,  were  numerous  small  holes,  whence 
a  quantity  of  steam  was  unremittingly  making  its  escape 
with  a  loud  hissing  noise ;  and  on  the  west  side  of  the  pool 
was  a  gentie  decli\'ity,  where  the  water  ran  out,  and  was  con- 
veyed dirough  a  long  winding  gulley  to  the  foot  of  the 
mountain.  •  The  soil  around  the  margin  was  so.  extremely 
soft,  tliat  it  was  not  without  imminent  danger  I  endeavour^ 
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ed  to  thrust  my  thennoineter  into  the  liquid,  in  ofder  to  as* 
certain  the  degree  of  its  heat ;  an  attempt  iirhich  proved 
fruitless,  as  the  glaas  got  obscured  by  the  sulphureous  ex* 
ba]ati(ms. 

The  above  is  an  outline  of  the  utuation  and  gfperal  ap- 
pearance of  thb  wondarful  pool,,  but  its  horrors  are  abso. 
lutely  indescribable.  To  be  concmed,  they  must  be  seen  ; 
and,  for  my  part,  I  am  omvinced,  that  the  awful  impression 
diey  left  upon  my  mind,  no  length  of  time  will  ever  be  able 
to  erase.  The  effect  was  indeed  somewhat  diminished  by 
the  scenes  which  the  earlier  part  of  the  morning  had  pre- 
sented to  my  view,  and,  by  comparing  this  phenomenon  with 
others  of  the  same  class,  it  senably  lost  by  the  association ; 
whereas,  had  it  been  a  single  and  detached  object,  to  which 
I  had  never  before  witnessed  any  thing  similar,  it  must  ne- 
cessarily have  been  productive  of  a  higher  degree  of  astonish- 
ment Surely,  were  it  possible  for  those  thoughtless  and 
insensible  beings,  whose  minds  seem  impervious  to  every 
finor  feeling,  to  be  suddenly  transported  to  this  burning  re- 
gion, and  placed  within  view  of  the  tremendous  operations 
of  the  vomiting  pool,  the  sight  could  not  but  arouse  ihen^ 
from  their  lethargic  stupor,  and,  by  superinducing  haUts 
of  serious  reflection,  might  be  attended  with  the  happiest 
consequences,  both  to  themselves,  and  all  within  the  sphere 
of  thar  influence.  * 

*  Olafren  and  Pordsen,  describing  two  pools  on  the  south-east  side  of  Kra* 
Ua,  say,  that  they  ore  called  VUte^  a  contraction  of  Hclv&te^  which  sigmfies 
**  hell  ;**  and  the  name  is  most  probably  a  lemnant  of  ^^  andent  superstitiaii." 
— .**  We  only  reached  one  of  the  apertures,  which  we  could  discover  at  a  dis- 
tance»  from  the  dense  Uadi  smoke  arising  from  it.  In  appearance,  it  resem- 
bles an  exceedingly  large  kettle.  The  rim  was  about  five  fathoms'high  above 
the  water,  which  is  bluish,  and  thick  as  porridge ;  and  the  fine  day,  which  is 
thrown  up  on  the  banks  by  the  steam,  is  sour.  It  is  only  at  certain  intervals, 
when  the  smoke  is  carried  away  by  the  wind,  that  a  penon  can  Votk.  down  into 
^e  pit  The  whole  region  completely  answers  to  the  well-known  SolAum  in 
Italy,  of  whidi  the  inhabitants  entertain  the  same  unlovdy  idea  the  people  Yuxt 
have  had,  that  it  is  dther  purgatory  or  heD.  The  heathens  gave  the  appella- 
tion of  Oaam  Vukafd  to  the  boifing  hke  at  the  same  pUoe,"  Pp.  726,  727- 
That  my  guide  was  not  altogether,  free  from  such  apprehensions  was  evident ; 
for,  while  the  thundering  operations  of  tiic  pool  were  going  on,  his  attitude,  and 
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On  again  readiing  the  elevation  where  we  had  left  our 
horses^  I  stopped  a  few  xnimutes  to  survey  the  surrounding 
scenery.  It  was  with  regret  that  I  did  not  gain  the  summit 
of  the  mountain,  which  was  not  more  than  five  hundred  feet 
above  me,  but  my  time  imperiously  forbade  any  longer  de- 
lay. The  view  from  this  place  was  very  commanding,  but 
dm)late  and  dreary  in  die  extreme.  What  was  viable  of 
KrabUij  appeared  covered  with  the  same  clay,  pumice,  and 
sand,  as  that  on  whidi  I  stood ;  only  diversified  by  beds  of 
yellow  sulphur,  and  a  few  strangely  mis-shapen  rocks,  which 
now  and  tfi^n  broke  through  the  sur&ce.  On  the  left  rose 
the  Obsidian  mountain,  consisting  of  a  high  narrow  ridge, 
that  runs  from  north  to  south.  This  was  rdieved  by  a  low 
flat  drcular  mountain,  over  which  I  could  descry  part  of  the 
vast  inhospitable  desert  stitching  into  the  interior,  till  ter- 
minated by  the  huge  volcano  called  Herdvbrdd^  and  the 
Odada  Hrcmn,  whidi  is  reported  to  be  cme  of  the  most  ex« 
tensive  and  forbidding  tracts  of  melted  rock  that  is  to  be 
met  with  in  Iceland.  To  the  west  of  this  wilderness  lay  a 
nundber  of  low  mountmns,  where  the  Fremrinantafr  are  si- 
tuated. Directly  in  front  was  the  valley  filled  with  lava 
above  described ;  near  the'  farther  end  of*  whtdi  the  large 
columns  of  smoke,  ascending  from  the  sulphur  springs,  had 
a  fine  efiect  Beyond  this  rose  die  moimtains  to  the  south 
%£  Myvain,  called  SdlingafaBy  Bl&fiaU,  and  Bwrfdl.  To 
the  west  were  ReykiahlidarfiaU^  and  Geysadtdsfidll ;  between 
which  and  Krabla  lay  the  dangerous  volcano  of  Leirhnukr, 
It  appeared  ocmsid^rably  below  me,  at  the  distance  of  a  mile. 
The  crater  was  surrounded  by  a  vast  tract  of  black  lava, 
which  is  said  to  be  inaccessible,  owing  to  the  softness  of  the 
ground ;  and  the  side  of  the  mountain,  that  lay  ne2^:est  to 
me  was  covered  with  beds  of  bolus  and  sulphur. 

Quitting  this  scene,  and  bending  our  course  round  the 
precipitous  brow  of  a  hill,  on  the  south  side  <^  JCrablOy 
which  was  so  deeply  indented  by  the  mountain  torrent,  and 

Che  ooatorticms  of  his  features,  were  scarcely  less  terrific  than  the  pool  itself.  I 
was  the  more  struck  at  this,  as  he  seemed  to  regard  the  scenes  we  had  witncfsed 
in  the  morning  with  perfect  indifference. 
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afforded  so  insecure  a  footing,  that  it  was  with  great  diiS- 
culty  we  turned  it,  we  came,  in  the  course  of  an  hour,  to 
HrqfhtifmufiaJlf  or  the  Obsidian  mountab,  so  called  from 
its  Abounding  in  obsidian  or  the  Icelandic  agate.  *  On  the 
west  side  of  this  mountain  is  a  large  hollow  or  plain,  in  which 
are  a  number  of  knolls,  for  the  most  part  pointed  at  the  sum- 
mit,  that  consist  entirely  of  this  beautiful  mineral.  From 
the  undulations  appiu*ent  in  the  space  between  these  emi* 
nences,  I  concluded  that  it  has  been  overruD  by  a  stream  of 
obsidian,  and  that  the  knolls  have  been  heaved  up  in  a  man- 
ner  analogous  to  that  in  which  those  of  common  lavas  are 
formed.  My  attention  was  first  attracted  by  a  van  that  ap- 
peared at  some  distance  up  the  mountain,  but  on  reaching  it 
I  was  disappointed  to  find  that  it  was  very  coarse  in  the 
gnun,  not  differing  much  from  ordinary  lava,  only  it  was  un- 
veucular.  Returning  by  another  path,  amidst  innumaiw 
ble  small  fragments  dT  lava,  obadian,  and  five-sided  basalts;^ 
I  ascended  one  of  the  knolls,  which,  being  broken  on  one  of 
the  indes,  exhibited  the  most  perfectly  black  obsidian.  With 
the  utmost  ease  I  separated  pieces  from  the  rock  much  lar* 
ger  than  I  could  posubly  move.  Having  picked  out  sudi 
specimens  as  were  most  conveniently  carried,  and  just  glan- 
ced at  the  large  shining  beds  near  the  top  of  the  mountmn, 
I  again  mounted  my  horse,  and  made  the  best  of  my  way  to 
a  pass  at  the  northern  extremity,  through  which  I  hoped  to 
extricate  myself  from  these  dismal  volcanic  regions.  Just 
before  coming  to  the  pass,  we  rode  close  by  a  large  pool  of 
light  blue  water,  where,  it  would  appear,  from  the  deposv 
tions  round  the  margin,  a  boiling  spring  has  played  in  for* 
mer  times;  and,  directly  in  front,  appeared  a  long  rugged 
ridge  of  black  stratified  rocks,  running  along  the  north-east 
side  of  KraJbla^  which  I  take  to  be  the  aqua-igneous  volc»> 
no  described  by  Olafsen  and  Povdsen,  as  the  ddest  of  all 
the  mountains  in  the  vicinity  of  Myvatn.  -|- 

*  This  stone,  which  is  fbond  in  Pem  and  Quito,  the  Spaniards  also  can 
Piedra  de  Gidinazzo,  or  ^*  RaTcn  Stone,**  which  is  ^ngnifieadon  of  the  Ice- 
landic HrafnUnna. 

t  Reise  igietmcm  IsUmd.  p.  727* 
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The  descent  from  the  pass  was  extremely  declivitous,  and 
CXHild  only  be  accomplished  by  leading  the  horses  in  a  zig- 
ziBg  direction.  Having  reached  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  we 
hastened  to  quench  our  thirst  at  a  black  stream,  which  we 
eaw  a  little  way  before  us,  and  which  proved  exceedingly  re- 
freshing, both  to  ourselves  and  the  horses ;  neither  of  us 
having  tasted  a  drop  since  early  in  the  morning.  All  around 
the  tract  we  explored,  the  water  is  of  a  light  blue  colour, 
and  so  strongly  imp-egnated  with  sulphur  that  it  cannot  be 
drunk.  We  now  rode  across  a  number  of  stony  fields,  and 
in  the  course  of  an  hour  arrived  at  the  road,  which  led  us  in 
the  next  hour  to  a  vast  plain,  overrun  with  lava  at  some  re- 
mote period,  and  exhibiting,  in  many  places,  immense  yawn- 
ing caverns ;  in  others,  a  surface  of  many  hundred  feet 
square,  as  level  as  pavement  This  tract  was  relieved  by 
one  consisting  of  cinders  and  ashes,  which  have  proceeded 
from  a  volcano  a  little  to  the  right  hand  of  the  road.  This 
volcano  is  of  no  great  height,  stands  insulated,  is  circular, 
and  hollow  within,  having  a  laterd  opening  towards  the  east ; 
and,  from  its  resemblance  to  an  old  fortification,  and  its 
having  been  used  for  driving  horses  into,  in  order  to  catch 
them,  it  has  obtained  the  name  of  Hrossa-borg,  In  this  si- 
tuation,  to  whatever  side  the  traveller  turns,  nothing  pre- 
sents itself  to  hb  view,  but 

"  A  dreary  plain,  forlorn  and  wild. 
The  seat  of  desolation." 

The  past  part  of  the  day  had  been  spent  in  gratifying  a 
curiosity  o(  exploring  some  of  the  more  awful  scenes  of  na- 
ture :  the  remaining  part  was  to  witness  a  complication  of 
anxieties  and  adverse  occurrences.  On  his  arrival  at  the 
Yokul  River,  my  servant  had  unloaded  the  horses,  and  suf- 
fered them  to  go  loose  among  a  number  of  sand  hills,  over- 
grown with  wild  com ;  but,  as  they  had  no  appetite,  hungry 
as  they  were,  for  so  coarse  a  vegetable,  and  there  being  no 
grass  in  the  vicinity,  they  had  quitted  the  bank  of  the  river, 
and  were  in  frill  march  for  Reykiahlidy  where  they  had  fed 
ihe  preceding  night    We  happily  n^et  them  before  they  had 
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got  farther  than  a  mile,  and  driving  them  back  to  the  ferry^ 
we  found  the  baggage,  but  there  was  no  appearance  of  the 
vervant.  He  had  taken  a  circuitous  route  in  search  of  the 
horses,  and  might  have  gone  far  enough,  if  the  lad  had  not 
rode  back  into  the  -  desert  and  found  him.  During  th&i 
absence  I  took  care  of  the  horses,  and  cast  many  a  wishful 
look  towards  the  opponte  bank  of  the  river,  in  some  mea^ 
sure  intimidated  by  the  breadth  and  impetuoaty  of  the 
stream  that  was  flowing  between,  and  fully  assenting  to  what 
I  had  heard  reported,  that  it  was  the  largest  and  roost  dan- 
gerous of  all  the  rivers  in  the  north  of  Iceland.  On  their 
return,  we  re-loaded  the  horses,  and  with  some  diflBculty 
forded  about  one-third  of  the  river  ;  when,  reaching  a  low 
'temd-bank,  my  servant  and  I  unloaded  the  horses  again, 
while  the  lad,  wading  the  fording-place,  went  to  bring  round 
the  boat,  which,  bdng  filled  with  baggage,  the  sen^act  enter- 
ed, in  order  to  receive  the  horses  on  their  swimming  across. 
It  was  no  agreeable  sight  to  behold  the  lad  fighting  agiunst 
a  current  of  eight  miles  an  hour ;  to  which,  however,  he  was 
ultimately  obliged  to  give  way,  and  only  barely  gained  the 
opposite  shore  considerably  below  where  I  stood.  After 
resting  a  little,  he  returned  with  the  boat  and  as^sted  me  in 
driving  the  horses  into  the  stream ;  and  all  promised  well 
till  they  got  a  little  past  the  middle,  when  a  s^ong  turn  of 
the  current  drove  them  round,  swept  them  away  past  the 
north-end  of  the  sand-bank,  and,  carrying  them  back  to- 
wards the  side  they  had  left,  they  made  for  it,  and,  ascend- 
ing the  bank,  set  ofi^  again  at  full  speed  into  the  desert 
F<Htunately  the  horse  belon^ng  to  the  guide  was  fastened 
to  a  stone,  so  that  he  could  not  accompany  the  rest ;  and, 
re-fording  the  western  branch  of  the  river,  the  lad  set  out  in 
quest  of  the  horses,  while  I  remained  be^de  the  boat  and  the 
rest  of  my  baggage.  As  he  was  not  like  to  make  his  ap- 
pearance after  some  time  had  elapsed,  I  began  to  feel  some- 
what uneasy.  On  the  oppo»t6  side  was  my  servant,  who 
could  render  me  no  manner  of  assistance,  nor  could  he  even 
hear  me,  owing  to  the  breadth  and  roaring  of  the  intervening 
stream.    J  was  myself  placed  on  a  small  bank,  the  highest 
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part  of  which  was  not  more  than  a  foot  above  the  surface  of 
the  water:  it  began  to  get  dark:  the  rain  poured  down  in 
torrents,  and  the  river  was  on  the  increase,  from  the  quan- 
tity which  had  fidlen  in  the  course  of  the  day.  It  is  true,  I 
had  the  small  cockle-sheU  of  a  boat  beside  me;  but  to  think 
of  managing  it  against  so  impetuous  a  current,  was  altogether 
out  of  the  question.  A{^rehennve,  therefore,  of  danger, 
and  cmceiving  that  the  lad  might  not  be  able  to  get  the 
horses  back  alcme,  I  at  la^  reserved  to  wade  over  to  his  as- 
sistanoe.  I  chose,  as  nearly  as  I  could,  the  place  we  had 
forded,  whidi,  ol¥ing  to  a  gentle  declivity,  was  more  shallow 
than  apy  other ;  but  had  nearly  paid  dear  fixr  my  temerity, 
as  the  water  stood  almost  to  my  middle,  and  twice  or  thrioe 
I  fek  myself  borne  a  little  down,  and  must  ine^tahly  have 
been  carried  away,  had  not  the  stones  at  the  bottom  held 
my  feet,  while  I  inclined  with  all  my  strength  against  the 
current,  till,  after  a  tew  violait  efforts,  I  succeeded,  by  the 
kind  providence  of  God,  in  reaching  the  dry  land. 

Having  returned  thanks  to  my  Almighty  Deliverer  for 
this  fredi  instance  of  his  mercy,  and  emptied  my  boots  <^ 
the  water  that  had  got  into  them,  I  bent  my  course  into  the 
desert ;  and,  afla:  walking  about  a  mile,  to  my  no  small  joy, 
met  the  lad  with  the  horses.  We  now  made  again  for  the 
sand-bank,  and  driving  them  into  the  river,  somewhat  higher 
up,  they  at  length  gained  the  oppoute  bank,  near  the  place 
where  n^  servant  was  waiting;  and,  while  the  lad  plied  at 
the  oar,  I  had  the  disagreeable  task  assigned  me  of  holding 
the  xdns  d[  aoe  of  the  hocses,  while  swimming,  which  we 
could  not  ventuie  with  the  rest;  and  which  threatened,  at 
timety  to  ovaturn  the  boat  with  his  head.  In  a  minute  or 
two,  we  were  £ar  below  the  sand-bank ;  and,  had  it  not  been 
for  my  oonAAmce  in  Divine  protection,  I  must  have  viewed 
mysdiif  as  swept  along  to  a  watery  grave ;  but,  <<  Hethathad 
delivered,  did  agun  deliver,^  and  brought  me  in  safety  to 
the  wished-for  bank. 

It  had  now  become  so  dark,  that  we  could  scarcely  see  to 
reload  the  horses ;  and  yet  we  had  six  miles  of  a  desert  coun« 
try  to  explore  alone,  the  guide  from  Be^kiaMid  quitting  us 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


160  GRIMSTAD. 

at  this  place.  At  first  we  could  discover  the  track  from  the 
greater  darkness  of  the  sand,  but  we  had  not  advanced  two 
miles  ere  it  became  wholly  invisible ;  and,  after  alighting 
from  our  horses,  and  feeling  in  vain  with  our  hands,  we  were 
obliged  to  commit  ourselves  to  God,  and  the  instinct  of  one 
of  our  horses,  as  his  instrument  during  the  remainder  of  the 
way.  I  had  often  heard  of  surprising  feats  being  accom- 
plished by  the  Icelandic  horses ;  yet  they  had  more  the  ap* 
pearance  of  the  tales  of  other  years  than  that  of  sober  facts. 
In  my  present  circumstances,  an  opportunity  presented  itself 
of  bringing  them  to  the  test  of  experience.  Suffering  the 
steeds  to  go  loose,  and  placing  the  oldest  first,  we  were  con- 
'  ducted,  without  a  single  accident,  over  heights  and  hollows^ 
till,  all  at  once,  we  were  stopped  in  our  progress  by  a  steep 
elevation,  the  nature  of  which,  with  all  our  groping,  we 
could  not  possibly  ascertain.  At  last,  after  crossing  and  re- 
crossing  it  several  times,  my  servant  explained  the  mystery, 
by  exclaiming,  "  Ho!  here  is  a  window  I''*  so  that,  after 
having  rode  four  miles  across  an  unknown  desert,  in  a  night 
of  extreme  darkness,  we  had  the  great  satisfaction  to  find 
wc  had  arrived  at  Grimstad,  the  appointed  limit  of  our  jour* 
ney  for  that  day. 

As  it  was  past  twelve  o^clock,  the  family  Were  sunk  in  the 
most  profound  sleep ;  yet,  on  being  called  up,  they  arose  with 
the  greatest  alacrity ;  and  I  had  scarcely  got  time  to  hang 
up  a  lamp  they  had  the  kindness  to  lend  me,  when  the  land- 
lady  and  one  of  her  daughters  made  their  appearance  in  tlic 
tent,  with  a  large  bason  of  hot  milk,  bidding  me  repeatedly 
welcome,  and  tenderly  sympathizing  with  me  in  my  per- 
plexities and  troubles.  With  heartfelt  gratitude  I  prostrated 
myself  before  the  God  of  my  life;  prmsed  him  (or  the  num- 
berless mercies  of  the  day ;  and,  commending  myself,  du- 
ring the  remainder  of  my  journey,  to  his  blessing,  I  laid 

*  On  relating  this  anecdote  to  one  of  the  most  respectable  public  officers  in 
Reykiavik,  he  informed  me  that,  one  dark  night  he  was  in  like  manner  puzzled 
by  a  height  that  fell  in  his  way ;  but  applying  the  whip  to  his  horse,  he  obliged 
bim  to  mount  it,  and  did  not  discover  his  situation  till  one  of  the  fbre-feet  of  the 
annual  sunk  into  a  hole,  which,  on  stepping  off,  he  found  to  be  the  dvmoey  of 
a  house ! 
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myself  down  to  rest,  in  a  happier  state  of  mind  than  I  re- 
ooilected  having  done  for  years. 

My  tent  and  baggage  having  been  completely  soaked  with 
the  rain,  and  the  horses  tired  with  the  fatigues  of  the  pre- 
ceding evening,  I  resolved  to  spend  the  following  day  at  this 

f  the  mist,  an  extensive  view 
esented  itself;  but^  with  the 
ind  grass-lands  belon^g  to 
vain  in  search  of  houses,  or 
on«  The  whole  formed  one 
aity  of  which  waa  barely  re- 
xK)untains,  and  a  niunber  of 
that  crowded  into  the  scene^ 
these,  the  most  remarkable 
shouldered  Volcano,  so  called 
liich  is  distinctly  visible  from 
ois  the  meridian  day-mark  of 
the  Icelanders  being  in  pos- 
-dial  they  make  use  of  is  the 
ide  into  eight  equal  points, 
availing  themselves  of  cer- 
i  mountmns ;  or,  in  the  ab- 
oids  of  stones  on  the  corres^ 
)se  kinds  of  pyramids  have 
3t  settlers  from  Norway,  and 
1  generation  to  generation; 
t  for  the  difference  of  time 
ion,  and  that  in  common  use 
5  follows : 

about  11  o^dock,  p.  m. 
...       2     A.  IT. 


.,}  -- 


hour, 

i  .  .  -.      8 

I  ,B,      -  -  —  II      —  — 

i  .  .  _      2    —       P.  X. 

:  -  -  -    5  -    - 
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In  the  vieinitj  of  the  factories,  the  marks  approxmuite  more 
to  our  hours ;  the  natives  finding  it  convenient  to  aceammo- 
date  themselves,  in  this  respect,  to  the  usage  of  foreigners. 
In  the  names  they  give  to  the  days  of  th^  week,  the  Ice- 
landers pretty  much  resemble  the  Society  of  Friends ;  only 
they  do  not  make  use  of  the  numerals  throughout  With 
us^  they  call  the  first  day  of  the  week  Suunudagr^  Sunday ; 
and  the  second  Mdnadagr^  Monday;  but  Tuesday  they 
express  by  Thrtdhidagr^  the  third  day ;  Wednesday  is  Mid- 
vikudagr,  the  same  as  the  Grerman  MUtwodiCy  mid-wedc- 
day ;  Thursda)ris  called  Fvmtudagr^  the  fifUi  day ;  Friday, 
FostudagTf  the  fast-day ;  and  Saturday,  LangwdagVy  the 
bathing-day,  it  being  univei^ally  the  custom  of  the  Scandi- 
navians to  frequent  the  bath  on  that  day.— But  to  return  to 
Grimsiad. 

The  family,  fifteen  in  niunber,  were  all  busy  at  hay« 
making,  close  to  my  tent  The  farm  is  held  by  a  widow, 
who  is  assisted  in  the  management  of  it  by  the  brother  of 
the  departed,  an  aged  man  c^  about  seventy.  She  has  three 
sons,  and  seven  daughters,  all  in  the  bloom  and  qnrightlinesi 
of  youth.  Some  were  emjdoyed  in  tedding ;  others  were 
removing  the  cocks  already  dry,  and  canying  them  to  the 
stack;  while  two  lads  were  preparing  sods  for  a  defence 
against  the  rigour  of  winter. 

^  Even  stooping  age  is  here ;  and  in&nt  bands 
Trail  the  long  rake,  or,  with  the  fragrant  load 
O'erchaiged,  amid  the  kind  oppression  rolL" 

I  could  not  help  admiring  the  cheerfulness  and  content  which 
^one  in  every  countenance ;  and  I  #as  more  than  ever  con- 
vinced of  the  tn^h,  that  happiness  is  confined  to  no  station, 
and  that  the  fewer  our  real  wants  are,  the  greater  is  our  en- 
joyment of  life,  undisturbed  by  the  long  train  of  cares  and 
anxieties  which  harass  and  perplex  the  votaries  of  artifidat 
luxury.  Unoontaminated  by  intercourse  with  polished  life^ 
the  inhabitants  of  this  obscure  farm  preserve  aU  the  origuial 
danplidty  of  natural  haUts;  and,  ignorant  of  the  cunning 
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Old  decf  ity  the  perfidy  and  intngne,  which  tocr  often  perrade 
more  populous  societies,  they  are  iinsuq)ecting,  hberal,  and 
khid,  in  the  highest  d^ree.  They  five  at  the  distance  of 
thirty  miles  from  any  neighbouring  habitation ;  so  that  they 
are  sonogers  to  the,  petty  feuds  and  quarrfb  of  Tidnage; 
and^  musteiing  so  strong  a  force  at  home,  they  stand  m  no 
need  of  foveign  assistance.  Their  principal  earthly  care  is 
the  aafirty  and  provision  of  their  flocks  and  herd%  on  which 
both  th^  dodung  and  food  depends,  as  wdil  as  the  barter 
of  the  snouner  market  To  no  sdtoation,  therefcnre,  ooold 
the  sage  advioe  of  Scdomcn  more  aptly  iqpply :  **  Be  thoa 
di%ent  to  know  the  state  of  thy  flocks,  and  look  well  to  thf 
herds;  for  riches  are  not  forever,  nor  doth  the  crown  endure 
to  every  geaeratioa*  The  hay  appeareth,  and  the  tender 
grass  sheweth  itself,  and  the  h^bs  of  the  mountains  are 
gadicxed.  The  lambs  are  for  thy  clothing,  and  the  goats  , 
are  the  price  of  thy  field  And  thou  shalt  have  goats  milk 
enough  for  thy  food,  for  the  food  of  thy  iMiasehold,  and  for 
the  mainteBance  of  thy  maidens.^  Pnyverbs  sxvii.  S9«— S7« 
Hhm  distance  irasi  any  place  of  worship  is  so  great,  diat 
they  can  only  attend  twice  in  the  year,  in  order  to  ree^ve 
d»  sacrament;  aid  even  then  they  do  not  repair  to  the 
paiidi  churchy  bot  to  a  Bomdku$^  or  house  d*  prayer,  sitoa* 
ted  at  a  connderable  distance  in  the  desert,  wbere  two  other 
aobtary  families  meet  with  the  clei^gyman  for  die  above- 
mentioned  purpose  They,  neverfbdess^  dHbover  a  superior 
d^iree  of  rdigions  information,  which  is  to  be  ascribed  to 
their  bong  in  possession  of  a  oc^  of  the  ScsriplureB,  and  a 
number  of  other  good  books,  which  they  read  every  Sab* 
bath  in  summer,  and  during  a  considerable  pcvtion  of  the 
long  evenings  in  winter. 

In  the  course  of  my  evening  walk  I  fell  in  with  the  crowd- 
ed pen,  in  which  were  two  ^Is,  employed  in  milking  the 
sheepL  Observii^  that  they  were  upwOTds  of  fifty  in  rnim" 
her,  and  Aat  such  as  had  been  milked  were  soon  lost  among 
those  that  were  unmilked,  I  asked  how  it  was  possible  for 
them  to  distinguish  the  sheep  witli  so  much  ease  ?  "  O,*" 
said  they,  "  we  know  them  all  by  nameT  a  reply  which  at 
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once  ImHigfat  to  my  recollection,  and  illustrated  that  eir- 
deanng  part  at  the  character  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  "  ^t 
Great  Shepherd  of  the  sheep  T— "  and  he  calleth  his  own 
sheep  by  name.'^  John  x.  8. 

Leaving  Grimstad  about  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of 
the  21st,  we  soon  lost  mght  of  vegetation,  and  again  exk. 
countered  a  desert  of  stones  and  sand.  In  many  places 
there  was  not  the  faintest  impression  of  a  track.  The  rocks 
and  stones,  which  exhibited  numerous  proofs  of  thar  having 
been  exposed  to  the  action  both  oi  fire  and  water,  lay  thrown 
about  in  the  strangest  confusion,  and  the  whole  scene  r&. 
echoed  to  Isaiah,  xxxiv.  1 1  ;  <^  And  he  shall  stretdb  out 
upon  it  the  line  of  confusion,  and  the  stones  of  emptiness  ^"^ 
or  Job  XXX.  S.  ^^  a  wilderness  desolate  and  waste.'^-f  ^  <^^^i^~ 
pared  my  situation  to  that  of  David,  while  in  the  wilderness 
of  Judah.  Like  him,  I  was,  both  in  a  temporal  and  spiri- 
tual point  of  view,  "  in  a  dry  and  thirsty  land,  in  ^ick 
there  was  no  water  ;^  and,  though  I  read  and  meditated  on 
the  Scriptures  alternately,  still  my  heart  accorded  with  his, 
in  longing  to  enjoy  renewed  manifestations  of  the  Irvine 
power  and  glory  in  the  sanctuary. 

The  day  being  hot,  we  were  parched  with  thirst;  but  it 
was  not  till  we  had  been  repeatedly  deceived  by  the  appear- 
ance of  vallies  and  brooks,  that,  about  five  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  we  came  to  a  small  river,  where,  as  there  was  a 
little  v^etatibn  on  its  eastern  bank,  we  stopped  about  half 
an  hour  to  refresh  die  horses.  Resuming  our  course,  we 
came,  in  a  short  time,  to  a  precipitous  descent,  which  ex- 
tricated us  from  th6  wildness  of  bleak  and  desolate  moun- 
tains,  and  introduced  us  into  a  level  country,  where  there 


*  To  the  mere  English  reader,  the  beauty  and  force  of  this  admirable  passage 
aie  entbely  lost  In  the  Hebrew  there  is  an  evident  allusion  to  Genesu  L  2, 
where,  in  the  first  stage  of  its  creation,  this  globe  is  said  to  have  been  VTHI  VIA 
tohu  vdbohu^  *'*'  confusion  and  emptiness.*'  Therefore,  to  stretch  out  iqx>n  any 
place  the  measuring-line  of  ^Hil  ^m<v  and  the  jdummets  of  VTH  60^«)  was  to 
reduce  it  to  a  state  of  emptiness  and  confUson,  similar  to  that  of  the  original 
4kaotic  mass. 

t  Heb.  ilMtt^)  HMW  '^^^oA  wiuhoah. 
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5ras  a  good  deal  of  coarse  grass,  and  b^ng  studded,  in  va- 
rious places,  widi  sheep,  it  presented  a  very  agreeable  relief 
■to  the  eye.  In  the  course  of  two  hours  more,  we  reached  a 
mountain,  which  seemed  to  have  been  terribly  revolutionized 
by  water,  the  most  enormoas  masses  of  compact  stone  being 
scattered  all  round  its  base.  Skirting  the  east  ^de  of  this 
mountain,  and  descending  into  a  fertile  valley,  we  arrived  at 
a  farm  called  Hctukstady  where  I  pitched  my  tent ;  it  b^ng 
impossible  to  reach  Hofin  VcpTuijfiord,  the  place  of  my  des- 
tination,  that  evening. 

A  little  to  the  east  bf  Grimstad  is  the  division  bi^tweeE 
the  NardSendingo^fuyrdimgr^  and  Ausijlrdmga-jUyrdungr^  or 
the  northern  and  eastern  quarters  of  the  island.  Here  also 
Mv&  Syssel  b^^ins,  which  was  formerly  divided  into  three 
parts,  the  north,  middle,  and  south  divisions,  each  of  which 
had  its  own  Sysselmand ;  but  the  inequality  of  the  division 
was  attended  with  several  inconveniences ;  and,  in  the  year 
1779,  the  Syssel  was  divided  into  two  equal  parts,  and  placed 
under  the  direction  of  two  Sysselmen,  who  divide  the  labour 
of  collecting  the  taxes  imposed  on  the  whole  Syssel.  * 

Next  morning  I  proceeded  in  a  south-easterly  direction ; 
and,  crossing  the  east  end  of  the  mountain  opjposite  to  Hauk^ 
stad^  I  descended  into  Hofsadal^  across  a  number  of  dan-* 
gerous  bogs,  having  a  stupendous  precipice  of  columnar 
rocks  (m  my  right,  till  I  reached  the  river,  whose  northern 
bank  I  skirted  for  some  time ;  and,  about  one  oVlock,  arri- 
ved at  Hqfi  the  residence  of  the  very  Reverend  A.  Thor- 
steinson.  Dean  of  North  MvH  Syssel.  It  is  situated  on  an 
elevation,  and  commands  a  noble  and  extensive  prospect 
To  the  right,  a  long  valley  stretches  into  the  interior,  where 
it  is  bounded  by  very  high  mountains,  covered  with  snow. 
In  front,  are  the  lofty  mountains  of  SmbrviOn  and  Kros- 
savik ;  and  to  the  left  is  the  bay  of  Vopnqfiordy  on  the  north 
^de  of  which  hes  the  trading  station  of  the  same  name.  Hqf 
is  famous  for  its  having  been  the  seat  of  a  heathen  temple, 
whence  the  name  b  still  retained ;  and  the  door  of  the  churchy 

*  OlftTu  Ototmomiik  Eeise,  p.  429. 
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which  ifi  certainly  very  old,  is  rqx)ried,  by  a  traditioii  that 
may  be  traced  upwards  of  four  hundred  years  back,  to  be 
the  identical  door  of  the  temple.  Though  the  dwdling- 
house  bears  no  propc»tion,  at  present,  to  that  erected  at  dds 
place  by  Broddi  'ithorisson,  at  an  early  period  of  loekndic 
history,  *  it  is  more  capacious  than  any  Icelandic  house  I 
have  seen ;  and  the  room  into  wiiich  I  was  shewn  on  my 
arrival,  is  equal  to  any  in  the  best  mercantUe  houses.  Tlie 
Dean  is  a  tall^  well-looking  many  of  about  forty,  easy  and 
polite  in  his  manners,  and  possesses  a  d^ree  of  intelligeBoe 
and  piety  greatly  superior  to  any  I  had  yet  met  with  on  the 
island.  Having  read  the  letters  of  introduction  wfaicfa  I  de- 
livered to  him,  he  expressed,  in  the  tivdiest  tenns,  the  in- 
terest he  felt  in  the  circulation  of  the  Sacred  Oracles;  his 
joy  at  theprovi^n  that  had  been  made  for  Iceland;  and  his 
gratitude  to  God,  whose  kind  providence  had  paved  the 
way  for  the  bestowment  of  this  blessing  upon  her.  Sevecai 
years  ago  he  had  received,  for  distribution,  two  hundred 
copies  of  the  New  Testament,  publtdhed  in  1807,  but  they 
only  went  a  little  way  in  supplying  the  want ;  and  he  verily 
believed  that,  in  the  course  of  a  few  months,  he  could  dis- 
pose of  as  many  thousand  copies  in  his  Deanery.  The  de- 
sire of  reading  the  Scriptures,  he  was  happy  to  say,  was 
universal ;  but  hitherto  the  means  of  gratifying  it  were  very 
circumscribed,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  Bibles  in  this  quar- 
ter of  the  island.  The  parish  of  Hof  contains  upwards  of 
four  hundred  souls ;  yet  there  is  only  one  paridiioner,  up. 
wards  of  eight  years  of  age,  that  cannot  read,  and  this  indi- 
\idual  is  prevented  by  a  natural  infirmity. 

The  longer  I  was  in  company  widi  the  Dean,  and  the 
wider  scope  we  gave  to  the  conversation,  the  mone  did  we 
coalesce ;  and,  like,  the  disciples  of  old,  ^  our  hearts  burned 
within  us,^  while  we  talked  of  the  wisdom  and  goodness  dis- 
played in  the  plan  of  the  divine  government ;  thekiveof  die 
Son  of  God,  in  vcJuntarily  becoming  our  substitute;  the 

*  Hann  var  tlia  halflhritugr  fodmum,  oc  threttan  alna  breidr,  oc  threcun 
abia  har.  '^  It  was  then  twenty-five  fathoms  in  length,  thirteen  dls  in  breadth, 
and  th&teen  in  hei^t.**  LaodnaaMbok,  p.  SSS. 
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daims  he  has  on  our  love  and  obedience,  in  consequence  of 
that  substitution;  the  excellence  of  his  Gospel,  and  the 
pleasing  prospects  of  the  extension  of  his.  moral  dominion, 
which  are  at  present  opened  to  the  view  of  the  church.  Pre- 
vented, by  his  situation,  from  obtaining  any  information  re- 
lative to  the  state  of  religion  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  the 
accounts  I  had  it  in  my  power  to  communicate,  were  as 
*<  cold  waters  to  a  thirsty  soul.""  The  establishment  of  Bi- 
ble Societies,  in  particular,  he  could  not  but  regard  with  a 
kind  of  reverence,  mingled  with  the  most  joyful  admiration. 
In  the  course  of  the  evening,  we  fixed  the  mode  of  supply 
for  the  Dorthem  division  of  Jifti/e  Syssel;  the  Dean  engaging 
to  institute  an  immediate  inquiry  relative  to  the  number  of 
the  poor,  whose  circumstances  required  diat  copies  be  giv^i 
them  gratis ;  as  also,  how  many  wish  to  purchase  copies,  ei- 
th^  of  the  Bible  or  New  Testament;  and,  on  completing 
the  investigation,  to  write  to  Copenhagen,  by  one  of  the  au- 
tumn ships,  lor  the  quantity  needed  within  his  charge.  His 
lady  also,  together  with  her  sister,  the  widow  of  the  SyssqL- 
man,  who  died  lately  in  Leiih^  discovered  superior  intellec- 
tual attainments,  and  read  with  avidity  the  Danish  account 
of  the  operations  of  the  Bible  Society,  whidi  I  had  given  to 
the  Dean. 

Havmg  made  every  necessary  arrangement  at  this  jJace, 
thece  was  no  occasion  for  my  proceeding  on  to  the  factory  €£ 
Vopne^iordL  Its  situation  being  central,  renders  it  very  ccm- 
veoient  &r  the  inhabitants  of  the  northern  part  cX  the  Sya- 
lel ;  yet  the  harbour  is  greatly  inferior  to  some  others,  at 
no  great  di^wioe,  on  the  coast.  The  mountains  behind 
Vopnqfiard  are  very  high ;  and  one  of  them,  in  particular, 
is  remarkable  for  its  exhibition  oi  surturfarand^  in  combina^ 
tioa  with  bosal^  pilars. 
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Journey  through  MvH  Syssds — Icelandic  PsahnJxxik^-^ 
Bridge  and  Basket — Punishment  Jbr  neglect  of  EdMsca- 
iion — Eskifiord — Hdmar — Bewildered  on  Stapsheidi — 
Mountains  ofBreiddal —  Visit  Eydai — Berufiord — Facto^ 
ry  ofDiupavog — Circulating  Libraries — Rich  Miiierak 
— Hammarsfiord^^Starmyra — Lonsheidi^^Stqfq/iU — 
Yokidsd  i  Lon, 

On  the  2Sd  of  August,  about  noon,  I  bade  adieu  to  the 
tind  and  interesting  family  at  Hof,  and  set  off  on  the  road 
to  Eskifiordf  accompanied  by  the  Dean,  who  conducted  me 
across  the  Hqfsd  and  Sunnudalsd,  two  considerable  rivers, 
which  are,  for  the  most  part,  supplied  from  the  snow-moun- 
iains,  and  join  a  little  below  this  place.  Having  skirted  the 
south  bank  of  the  Sunnudalsd  for  some  time,  and  passed  a 
magnificent  cataract,  the  path  turned  off  to  the  left,  and 
leading  us  across  a  soft  swampy  tract,  brought  us  to  a  very 
steep  and  winding  ascent,  on  the  east  side  of  the  FossA^  or 
Cataract  River.  We  were  here  obliged  to  dismount,  and 
lead  our  horses  up  the  mountain.  As  we  ascended,  I  was 
'  every  moment  charmed  with  the  finest  cascades,  down  which 
a  great  quantity  of  water  was  poured  with  restless  fury  ; 
and,  what  tended  to  heighten  their  grandeur,  was  the  im- 
mense depth  at  which  they  lay;  the  pools  by  which  the  most 
of  them  were  received  being  upwards  of  a  hundred  feet  be- 
low the  brink  of  the  gully  along  which  we  passed.  In  many 
places  the  road  approached  so  dose  to  the  mar^n,  that  there 
was  great  danger  of  the  horses  missing  a  foot,  and  sliding 
into  the  abyss. 

In  the  course  of  two  hours  we  gained  the  summit  of  the 
iiscent^  and  entered  on  a  long  dreary  mountain-tract,  called 
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Smarvaisheid^y  which  presented  nothing  worthy  of  notice, 
«xc^t  now  and  then  a  collection  of  water,  and  large  masses 
of  snow,  and  a  stream  of  lava,  which,  lying  so  high,  and  being 
surrounded  by  so  many  irregular  hills,  must  have  issued 
from  some  volcano  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  Heidi. 
As  the  mist  was  pretty  close,  and  it  rained  heavily,  the  ride 
proved  very  uncomfortable.  About  seven  o^clock,  we  reach* 
cd  the  south  end  of  the  Heidi^  from  which  we  had  to  descend 
along  the  side  of  a  precipice,  still  more  steep  than  that  at 
the  ncHth  end ;  and,  on  reaching  the  foot,  we  soon  found 
ourselves  surrounded  by  bogs,  which  stretched  a  considera- 
ble way  south.  Continuing  still  to  descend  through  alter* 
nate  tracts  of  stones  and  morass,  we  arrived,  a  little  before 
twihgfat,  at  a  rich  farm  called  FossvoUum,  or  the  Cataract 
Plains,  from  the  noble  cataract  close  behind  the  houses.  In- 
depenc)«it  of  the  contrast  formed  by  the  dreariness  of  the 
Heidiy  the  landscape  at  this  place  presented  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  irural  scenes  I  had  met  with  on  my  journey.  The 
troubled  waters  dashing  over  a  precipice  of  rugged  rocks, 
both  sides  of  which  are  lined  with  verdant  meads ;  the  gen- 
tle elevations  which  encircle  the  plains ;  the  stately  aj^ear- 
ance  of  the  farm ;  the  extent  and  verdure  of  the  tHin^  and 
the  number  of  sheep,  cows,  and  horses,  that  were  feeding  in 
every  direction,  produced  altogether  an  effect  the  most  lively 
and  pleasing.  I  pitched  my  tent  at  the  mar^n  of  the  river, 
about  half  a  stone-cast  from  the  cataract,  and  was  soon  lull- 
ed asleep  by  the  sounds  of  the  struggling  stream. 

It  bring  late  ere  the  mowers  quitted  the  scythe,  I  did  not 
see  the  proprietor  (Rusticus  Biomson,)  till  early  the  follow- 
ing morning,  when  he  paid  me  a  visit  in  my  tent,  and  told 
me  be  was  quite  angry  with  me  for  not  having  slept  in  the 
house.  He  possesses  a  copy  of  Gudbrand^s  Bible,  together 
with  two  copes  of  the  New  Testament,  published  1807; 
yet  he  gave  me  a  commissic^n  for  a  Bible  and  four  New  Tes- 
taments, which  he  intended  giving  as  presents  to  some  poor 
people  in  his  service.  Of  the  new  Psalm-book  he  complain- 
ed sadly,  but  the  principal  argument  he  used  against  it  was, 
that  <^  he  was  an  old  man,  and  was  fond  of  old  things."' 
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For  upwards  of  two  hundred  years,  the  only  Psakn-book 
used  in  the  Icehmdic  church  was  that  known  by  the  name  of 
GraUaramh^  whidi  first  appeared  in  ito,  in  the  year  1594^ 
and  which,  besides  a  number  of  antiquated  and  vulgar  ex- 
presaons,  contained  passages  that  were  unintelligibly  mysti- 
cal, and  others,  containing  sentiments  which  must  necessarily 
have  oflfended  the  ears  of  such  as  were  accustomed  to  reflec- 
tion, and  the  habitual  ^udy  of  the  Scriptures.  With  a  view 
to  the  removal  of  this  evil,  orders  "wete  given,  in  the  year 
1784,  to  the  two  Bishops,  to  prepare  a  better  collection ; 
and,  about  ten  years  afterwards,  on  the  institution  of  the 
Royal  Icelandic  Society  for  the  advancement  of  knowledge 
in  the  country,  the  completion  of  the  w(M*k  was  comnutted  to 
that  Sodety  under  the  directioa  of  the  learned  Bishop  of 
Skalholi.  This  prelate  not  only  desired  sudi  as  had  attain- 
ed to  some  degree  of  celebrity  for  poetical  talent,  but  also  all 
who  felt  so  disposed,  to  send  to  the  Society  such  psalms,  ei^ 
ther  originals  or  translations,  as  they  might  deem  worthy  of 
insertion ;  and  after  the  Bishop^s  death,  the  revision  and  se- 
lection of  the  psalms  came  into  the  handsof  Bishop  Vidalint 
and  Chief  Justice  Stephensen,  and  a  new  psaloL-book  was 
published  at  LeirArgbrdumf  1801,  and  introduced  into  the 
church  service,  agreeably  to  an  ord^  of  the  Danish  Chan- 
cy. On  its  first  a^qpearance,  it  met  with  considerable  op- 
position, not  only  from  the  peasants,  but  also  from  several 
of  the  clergy ;  and  there  are  many  parishes  in  whidi  it  bm 
not  been  received  to  this  day.  * 

Indeed,  when  it  is  considered,  that  in  modernising  thedd 
psalms,  they  have  not  merely  been  purged  firom  obsolete  and 
c^ensive  words,  but  that  the  passages  celebratii^  the  divini- 
ty  of  the  Son  of  God;  the  value  and  aU-suffieieDigr  of  his 
atonement ;  the  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  &c,  have  ei. 
ther  been  omitted,  or  altered  so  as  to  give  a  very  ooid  and 
partial  view  of  these  doctrines,  it  cannot  be  matter  of  sur- 
prise with  those  who  adhere  to  <^  the  fiuth  once  dehvered  to 

*  See  Pre£ftce,  and  Chief  Justice  StephenscD's  <<  Iceland  in  Ae  eisfateenth 
century,*^  p.  263. 
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the  saints,'"  to  find  that  such  of  the  Icdaoders  as  are  in  the 
hftbit  of  bringing  all  things  in  religion  to  the  test  of  Scrip, 
tinre,  pre£ar  the  old  psalm-book,  with  all  its  faults,  to  one  iii 
a  higir  degree  favouraUe  to  the'  tenets  of  Socinianism.  An 
instance  is  mentioned  hj  Mr  Hooker,  *  iMit  I  bdieve  it  is  « 
M^itary  one,  of  Pope*8  Universal  Prayer  being  introduced 
into  the  psalmody  of  an  Icdandic  churdi ;  from  which  he 
argues  the  liberality  of  sentiment  entertained  by  the  party 
concerned  in  its  introduction.  ^It  must  be  allowed,  the  com- 
bination of  ^  Jehovahj  Jupitery  and  Drotimn^  in  an  act  of 
professedly  Christian  worship,  was  liberality  with  a  witness ! 
Its  counterpart  is  only  to  be  found  in  the  annals  (^  atheism^ 
during  the  awful  period  of  the  Revolution  at  Paris ;  and 
giTes  us  occaflion  to  repeat  the  apostolic  inquiry :  ^  What 
concord  haCh  Christ  with  Belial  ?  or  what  part  hath  he  that 
believeth  with  an  infidel?  and  what  agreement  hath  the 
temi^e  of  God  with  idols  ?""  S  Corinth.  vL  16,  16. 

Having  orossed  the  hog^  and  a  low  hiU  to  the  south  of 
FoMvShtmy  I  came  in  a  Aart  time  to  Vclcubd^Br^  ano- 
da&r  of  those  mighty  rivers  which  this  idand  pours  into  the 
oeean.  Whai  the  reader  is  informed  that,  pievious  to  iUi 
reaching  this  place,  it  receives  an  accession  of  no  less  than 
thirty-eight  rivers  and  streamlets,  he  will  be  Me  to  form 
aome  idea  of  its  aze-'and  strength.  It  is  here  confined  be- 
tween two  perpendicular  precipices  of  solid  rock,  measuring 
fiUj^MO  feet  across,  and  axty-eight  &om  the  brink  of  the 
rocks  to  the  bottom.  The  depth  of  the  water  is  various,  de- 
pending on  the  rains  and  the  melting  of  the  snow ;  and  some- 
times its  htasks  are  entirely  overflowed,  as  in  16^,  when 
the  water  rose  forty  fe^aboire  them.  At  the  time  I  passed^ 
there  appeared  to  be  about  thirty  feet  to  the  surface  of  the 
water.  Over  this  channel,  a  lender  wooden  bridge  is  thrown, 
about  five  feet  in  breadth,  wkh  ledges,  consisting  of  a  few 
poles  which  are  raised  from  the  beams  on  either  side,  and 
boand  together  at  five  diffeient  places  above,  which  gives 
them  Ae  appearance  of  as  many  do(»rs.     Alighting  from  my 

*  Joumal  of  a  Toor  ia  ledaiid,  tqL  i  p.  279* 
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horse,  I  went  to  the  bridge,  and  afW  having  looked  for  a 
minute  or  two  into  the  profound  chasm,  through  which  the 
light  brown  torrent  rolled  and  boiled  with  the  most  tremen- 
dous fury,  I  took  hold  of  the  ledges,  and  ^ook  the  bridge 
with  the  utmost  ease.  Indeed,  its  instability  is  such,  that  I 
have  no  manner  of  doubt  but  a  person  of  powerful  muscle 
could  shake  the  whole  structure  to  pieces  in  less  than  a  quar- 
ter of  an  hour.  I  now  walked  over,  not  without  impres- 
fflons  of  terror,  and  returning,  led  my  horse  ovear  the  totter- 
bg  frame ;  when  my  servant  and  one  of  the  peasants  sons 
carried  over  the  baggage,  and  then  led  the  hcnrses  one  by 
one,  till  all  was  safe  on  the  (^posite  side. 

Some  miles  farther  up,  th&re  is  another  mode  of  crossing 
this  river,  called  by  the  natives  cUfitra  d  Kldfhf  but  it  is  still 
more  terrific.  Two  ropes  are  suspended  from  the  edge  of 
the  precijHce  on  either  side,  on  which  a  basket  or  wooden 
box  is  hung,  sufficiently  large  to  contain  a  man  and  an  or- 
dinary horse-burthen.  Into  this  box  the  traveller  must  de- 
scend, and  pull  himself,  by  means  of  a  rope,  over  the  yawn- 
ing abyss ;  while,  owing  to  the  looseness  of  the  main  rapeSy 
the  box  fflnks  with  rapidity  till  it  reaches  the  middle^  and 
threatens  by  the  sudden  stop  it  there  makes,  to  dislodge  its 
contents  into  the  flood.  The  principal  danger,  however,  at- 
tends  the  passage  of  the  horses.  They  are  driven  into  the 
river  a  little  higher  up,  and  if  they  do  not  swim  to  a  cer- 
tain point  formed  by  a  projection  of  the  rock,  they  are  pre- 
cipitated over  a  dreadful  cataract,  and  seen  no  mcure.  If 
measures  be  not  soon  taken  to  repair  the  bridge,  which  is  be- 
ffnnmg  to  rot  at  the  south  end,  the  Kldfiif  dangerous  as  it 
is,  will  be  the  only  means  of  ccmveyance  over  the  Yokul  ri- 
ver. 

We  had  not  got  many  yards  from  the  Imdge,  when  one 
of  the  baggage-horses  had  nearly  disappeared  in  a  dang^- 
ous  bog;  and,  after  a  few  vain  struggles  to  extricate  him- 
self, he  began  quite  cocdly  to  eat  the  grass  within  his  reach. 
Having  pulled  him  out,  we  proceeded  over  a  long  mmrshy 
tract  called  BrUarheidiy  which  terminates  to  the  lefl  in  the 
parish  of  Tunga^  and  is  diversified  by  several  lakes,  where 
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%  ocmfflderable  number  of  swana  are  caught  while  they  are 
casdng  their  feath^s.  About  five  in  the  afternoon,  w^  ar- 
rived at  the  northern  margin  of  the  Lagarfliotj  which  was 
(x>v^^  with  fragments  of  zeolites,  crystals,  and  other  mi- 
nerals ;  the  water  itself  was  white,  and  being  little  short  of 
a  mile  in  breadth,  had  more  the  appearance  of  a  lake  than  a 
river.  Skirting  the  FUoty  till  we  came  to  a  farm  called  Aas^ 
we  were  ferried  across,  the  horses  being  held  from  the  stern 
of  the  boat ;  and,  after  proceeding  about  six  miles  up  the 
south  side,  we  came  to  Finnstad,  where  I  pitched  my  tent 
for  the  night 

The  whole  of  the  tract  on  both  sides  of  the  Lagarfliot  is 
closely  inhabited,  and  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the  best  dis- 
tricts in  Iceland.  It  goes  by  the  general  name  of  the  Her- 
redy  and  contains  ten  parishes.  The  psisturage  is  unonn- 
monly  ridi.  the  meadows  extensive,  the  mountains  abound 
in  FiaBaffroSj  or  lichen  Islandicus,  which  the  inhabitants 
collect  during  the  summer,  and  lay  up  in  store  for  winter- 
provisions  ;  and  the  numerous  forests  of  birch  that  grow 
here,  yield  them  many  conveniences,  of  which  other  districts 
are  entirely  destitute.  Add  to  which,  the  fine  fishery  on  the 
Lagarfiioiy  as  well  as  the  ease  with  which  they  can  row  out 
to  the  salt-water  fishery,  and  it  will  appear,  that  the  praises 
whidi  have  been  lavished  upon  it,  have  not  been  altogether 
without  foundation.  At  the  upper  end  of  the  FUot^  in  the 
tract  called  FlioUdaij  lies  Skrida  Priory ^  which  was  founded 
by  Bishqp  Stephen,  about  the  be^nning  of  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury. 

The  ^th,  being  nuny,  I  was  confined  the  most  of  the 
6aj  to  my  tent.  At  first  I  indulged  the  hope  of  being  able 
to  turn  my  detention  to  some  advantage,  by  mixing  with  the 
fiunily,  and  obtaining  a  closer  view  of  the  native  manners 
and  customs ;  but,  to  my  no  small  disappointment,  I  eooa 
jEound,  that  the  diaracter  they  exhibited  was  in  perfect  oon^ 
trast  with  any  I  had  hitherto  observed  in  Iceland,  and  that 
if  I  were  to  form  a  judgment  of  its  inhabitants  in  general^ 
firora  the  specimen  I  now  had  before  me,  the  sentence  I 
should  pronounce  upon  them  would  not  be  more  unfavour- 
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able  than  unjust  Sloth,  swearing,  and  slander,  appeared  to 
be  their  predominant  habits.  Happening  to  mention  these 
cnrcumstances  afteirwards  to  a  person  who  knew  the  &niilj, 
he  sincerely  regretted  that  I  should  have  fallen  into  such 
bad  hands ;  confirmed  me  in  the  ofnnion  I  liad  formed  of 
diem ;  and  communicated  the  following  additional  mforma- 
Ikm.  About  four  months  ago  their  conduct  had  become  so 
intolerable,  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  summon  them  be- 
fore the  Sysselman'*8  court ;  when,  on  investigation,  it  appear* 
ed  that  the  wickedness  of  the  children  had  not  only  prompt- 
ed them  to  compose  what  the  Icelanders  call  NidhtgavisaTf 
MT  infamous  satirical  songs,  on  the  priest,  and  almost  every 
person  in  the  parish,  but  had  assisted  others  in  the  composi- 
tion of  similar  songs  on  their  own  parents.  They  were  sen- 
tenced to  be  beaten  with  rods  at  home  by  the  constable  of 
the  parish,  and  to  stand  public  penance  in  the  church,  as  a 
warning  to  the  congr^ation.  Nor  were  the  parents  allowed 
to  pass  with  impunity.  The  bad  conduct  of  the  diildren 
was  in  a  great  measure  lo  be  ascribed  to  a  n^lected  educ^ 
tion,  and  the  influence  of  evil  example  on  their  part ;  they 
were  accordingly  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  sixty-eight  rix« 
ddlars,  of  whkh  forty-eight  was  to  go  to  the  poor,  and  the 
remainder  to  defray  the  costs  of  the  suit 

This  day  I  experienced  an  inconvenience  which  I  never 
felt  before  in  my  life — the  total  exhaustion  of  my  stock  of 
bread ;  and  though  I  had  some  other^  articles  of  proviaon 
with  me,  I  was  keenly  sensible  of  the  privation. 

The  morning  of  the  26th  being  clear  and  serene,  I  struck 
my  tent  at  an  early  hour,  and  proceeded  on  the  road  to 
Eskifiord.  On  the  right  the  Lagarftiot  stretched  into  the 
interior,  lined  on  both  sides  with  beautiful  woods;  on  the 
left  rose  four  very  high  mountains,  the  relative  situation  of 
which  seemed  to  form  a  perfect  square,  while  the  jmjspect 
was  bounded  in  the  dntance  by  Snid/kdl,  a  conic-shaped 
snow-mountain,  and  ancient  volcano  of  immense  nze,  whose 
jittering  coat  was  finely  contrasted  by  the  blackness  of  the 
inferior  hills^  As  the  path  ai^)eared  to  he  well-beateD,  I 
left  my  servant  to  eome  with  the  baggage  at  his  leisure,  a|id 
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nade  the  be»t  <^  my  uray  akme.  I  had  not  got  far,  how- 
ever,  when  I  was  met  by  a  peasant ;  who,  perceiving  I  was 
a  stranger,  detained  me  with  a  great  number  of  curious 
questions,  which  forcibly  brought  to  my  mind  our  Lord^s 
injunction,.  *^  Salute  no  man  by  the  way,"^  Luke  x.  4.  Pass- 
ing through  a  forest  of  birch  trees,  some  of  which  might  be 
about  twenty  feet  high,  I  plunged  into  a  deep  valley,  where 
I  found  the  heat  of  the  sun  very  oppresnve ;  till,  turning 
into  another  valley  to  the  left,  I  proceeded  up  the  sunless 
and  snow-dad  side  of  a  high  beetling  mountain,  and  fully 
appreciated  the  worth  of  *^  the  shadow  of  a  great  rock  in  a 
weary  land,^  Isaiah  xxxii.  ^  The  name  of  this  tract  is 
EsJcifiardsJteid^ ;  a  mountain-road  of  considerate  difficulty, 
oinng  to  the  bogs  and  deeply  indented  guUeys  which  alter- 
nately throw  themselves  in  the  way  of  the  traveller ;  add  to 
which,  the  very  steep  and  stony  ascent  from  the  valley  be* 
low.  Just  before  you  gain  the  summit  of  the  pass,  whidi 
is  very  narrow,  you  would  suppose  that  a  descent  of  a  simi- 
lar nature  awaited  you  on  the  other  side ;  whereas  you  are 
introduced,  all  at  once,  into  a  vast  amphitheatre,  several 
miles  in  circumiSsrence,  the  Aoor  of  which  consists  of  im- 
mense fragments-dP  broken  rock,  and  streams  of  very  ancient 
lava,  which  appear  to  have  run  through  it  in  several  direc- 
tions. The  continuation  of  the  mountains  round  both  indes  * 
of  this  amphitheatre  is  august  and  noble  >-  but,  what  parti- 
cularly attracts  your  attention,  is  the  uncommon  structure 
of  the  mountains  to  the  right.  Rising  into  pyramids,  their 
sides  discover  numerous  strata  piled  one  above  another; 
while  four  large  excavations,  forming  perfect  semicircles,  run 
a  considerable  way  into  the  body  of  the  ridge,  resembling, 
to  compare  great  things  wit^  small,  the  niches  left  for  images 
in  the  walls  of  ancient  buildings.  To  the  left  lay  a  great 
quantity  of  snow,  shdtered  an  the  north  and  east,  and  oMn- 
l^tely  exposed  to  the  sun. 

While  scramblii^  among  the  stones  my  horse  fell  under 
me,  and  threw  me  forward  into  a  very  dangerous  situation, 
had  he  risen  immediately ;  but  the  sagacious  animal  did  not 
make  the  least  motion  tUl  he  found  I  had  extricated  myself 
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from  the  stirrups,  when  he  arose  with  the  utmost  compostu^ 
as  if  nothing  had  happened.  Considering  the  rugged  as- 
pect of  the  place,  I  was  struck  with  the  narrow  escape  I 
had  made,  and  felt  an  additional  call  for  the  exercise  of  the 
most  lively  gratitude  to  that  gracious  Being,  by  whose  pro- 
tecting care  I  rose  from  such  a  fall  uninjured.  Under  this 
impression  I  was  inspired  with  fresh  courage,  and  a  more 
determined  resolution  to  meet  without  dismay  the  still  greater 
dangers  which  I  knew  were  yet  before  me. 

After  a  very  rough  ride,  of  nearly  two  hours,  I  arrived  at 
the  south-east  side  of  the  amphitheatre,  when  the  R^dar 
and  EsJci  Fiords  opened  on  my  view,  bounded  on  either 
side  by  exceedingly  high  mounttuns.  The  prospect,  thou^ 
confined  in  point  of  breadth,  was  very  magnificent.  On  the 
north  side  of  the  Eskifiord  I  could  descry  the  factory  of  the 
same  name,  togetiier  with  a  vessel  that  lay  in  the  bay ;  yet, 
being  nearly  2000  feet  below  me,  they  had  a  very  diminu- 
tive  appearance.  The  situation  of  the  factory  is  very  ro- 
mantic. A  long  range  of  high  mountains,  which  takes  its 
rise  on  the  Heidk,  runs  close  behind  the  houses ;  and,  being 
broken  in  several  places,  numerous  cascades  are  poured  over 
the  precipices,  and  present  a  very  fine  spectacle.  The  pride 
of  Eskifiord,  however,  is  the  prodigious  mountain  called 
HohnctfiaUy  which,  though  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  bay» 
appears  almost  directly  over  head : 

"  Irregularly  huge,  august,  and  high. 
Mass  piled  on  mass,  and  rock  on  ponderous  rock. 
In  Alpine  majesty ; — its  lofty  brows 
Sometimes  dark  ftt)wning,  and  anon  serene. 
Wrapt  now  in  clouds  invisible,  and  now 
Glowing  with  golden  sun-shine." 

I  was  here  kindly  received  by  the  Sysselman,  Mr  Vida- 
lin,  who  is  brother  to  the  Bishop,  and  has  perhaps  travelled 
more  than  any  other  Icelander  of  modern  times,  having  made 
^veral  voyages  to  the  East  Indies  and  other  distant  parts. 
He  not  only  surrendered  to  me  his  room  and  bed,  but  jnress- 
ed  me  to  mention  any  thing  I  wanted,  as  all  he  had  was  at 
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my  ^ervide.  On  entering  his  room^  I  was  happy  to  recog- 
nise a  large  quantity  of  Bibles  and  New  Testaments  which 
I  had  sent  to  this  place.  These  he  had  unpacked,  and  ar- 
ranged in  the  best  order,  but  had  not  ventured  to  dispofiPe 
of  any  till  my  arrival.  I  soon  explained  my  plan  to  him ; 
and  I  had  the  pleasure,  before  leaving  the  place^  to  witness 
the  commencement  of  their  distribution.  The  people  had 
no  sooner  heard  of  their  arrival,  than  they  manifested,  as  in 
other  places,  the  utmost  desire  of  obtaining  copies. 

There  were  formerly  three  mercantile  houses  at  this  place, 
but  at  present  there  are  only  two,  belonging  to  Messrs  Isfiord 
and  Wolff  of  Copenhagen,  whose  factors,  as  well  as  Ciqptain 
Ipsen,  the  master  of  the  vessel  lying  in  the  bay,  shewed  me 
every  possible  attention. 

On  the  S7th  I  made  a  dhort  excursion  down  the  north  side 
of  the  bay,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  some  of  the  '^  miny 
caverns,**  with  which  this  part  of  Iceland  abounds ;  when  I 
had  an  opportunity  of  collecting  some  fine  mineralogical  spe- 
irimens,  and  contemplating  the  infinite  wisdom  of  God  in  the 
beauty  displayed  in  the  exquisite  groups  of  crystals  which 
-  presented  themselves  to  the  view  in  every  direction.  The 
shores  were  strewed  with  valuable  chalcedonies,  and  frag- 
ments of  white  marble ;  and  at  one  place^  not  far  from  the 
factory,  I  observed  a  vein  of  a  black  semilucid  substance, 
which  had  much  the  appearance  of  coal.  Narrow  ridges  of 
horizontal  trap  also  protuberate  in  various  places. 

The  following  morning  I  set  off  for  Hohnar  -church,  ac- 
ccHnpanied  by  the  Sysselman  and  one  of  the  factors.  Ha- 
ving turned  the  bay,  we  proceeded  up  the  east  side  of  HcL 
tna^^aU^  which  we  passed  a  litde  below  the  huge  beds  of  co« 
Iiimnar  rock  that  finrm  its  base,  and  then  descended  to  H6U 
mar^  where  we  arrived  just  as  the  service  was  going  to  com- 
menoe.  The  subject  of  discourse  was,  ^^  Christ^s  life  on  earth, 
a  life  of  benevolence  and  usefulness.''^  From  the  clergyman, 
Sira  Guttorm  Paulson,  I  met  with  the  most  cordial  recep^ 
lion,  and  the  rest  of  the  day  was  spent  in  conversation  about 
the  interpretation  of  Scripture,  the  state  of  the  Icdandic 
fnuudations,  and  the  wants  of  the  people  in  a  religious  pdnt 
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of  view.  Sira  G.  has  spent  some  time  at  the  university  of 
Copenhagen,  and  possesses  a  superior  acquaintance  witli  the 
Greek  language.  In  him  the  Bible  cause  has  a  warm  firiend ; 
and  much  may  be  expected  from  his  active  exertions  in  the 
sphere  in  which  he  is  placed. 

Owing  to  the  interesting  conversation  and  distinguished 
hospitality  of  Sira  Guttorm,  I  found  it  imposable  to  leave 
Hcimar  before  noon  on  the  S9th.  Indeed,  it  was  with  de^ 
regret  that  I  had  it  not  in  my  power  to  spend  longer  time 
at  the  different  places  where  I  hakfid,  but  the  advanced  state 
of  the  season  required  the  utmost  possible  expedition.  Ha- 
ving conducted  me  to  the  end  of  the  Reydar  bay,  and  given 
my  servant  proper  directions  respecting  the  road,  Sira  G. 
bade  me  an  affectionate  adieu,  when  I  pursued  my  course 
towards  the  mountiuns.  All  along  the  east  coast  the  moun- 
tains tower  to  a  great  height,  and  consist  of  numerous  hmi- 
zontal  strata,  which  appear  exactiy  fadng  each  other,  at  such 
places  as  have  been  subject  to  disrupticms,  and  evidendy  dip 
as  they  recede  from  the  sea. 

From  the  end  of  the  valley  we  passed  up  the  side  of  a 
winding  guUey ;  and,  in  the  course  of  two  hours,  came  to  a 
spot  where  there  was  a  littie  vegetation ;  leaving  whidi,  we 
proceeded  down  a  rapid  descent,  and,  following  the  course 
of  a  torrent^  which  was  precipitated  over  the  rocks  to  our 
lefl,  we  entered  Skriddal,  an  extenave  valley^  which  runs  iu 
a  north-westerly  direction,  and  opens  into  the  Herred.  We 
now  turned  to  the  lefl,  and  after  having,  with  much  diffi- 
culty, reached  the  upper  end  of  the  valley,  we  came  to  a 
mountainous  tract,  caUed  fSiapsheidf,  the  ascent  of  which  we 
found  very  laborious,  as  it  lay  up  the  front  c^  a  narrow  pro- 
tuberance in  the  mountain,  and  was  so  excessively  steep  that 
.  we  were  obhged  to  lead  our  horses ;  and  even  then  we  oould 
only  gain  the  summit  by  nearly  a  hundred  turns  and  wind- 
ings, and  stopping  several  times  for  a  respite  both  to  our^ 
selves  and  the  horses. 

The  heidS  itself  consisted  of  alternate  tracts  of  snow, 
stones,  and  bogs ;  and  ere  we  could  reach  the  further  end, 
we  were  completely  benighted,  and  exposed  to  great  danger 
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irom^the  softness  ^f  the  ttunrass  in  which  we  got  bewildered 
Eeefmig  as  near  as  we  could  to  the  margin  of  a  Qoountain- 
torrent  on  our  right,  we  proceeded  southwards,  till  a  barrier 
was  thrown  in  our  way  by  a  deqp  guUey,  which  came  down 
from  the  mountains  on  the  left,  when,  advancing  to  the' 
point  of  the  angle  in  which  the  twa torrents  met,  we  deso^id* 
ed  by  a  narrowand  precipitous  tract  diat  led  us  into  the 
river ;  but,  after  having,  with  great  difficulty,  crossed  the 
water,  we  had  the  disappointment  to  find  that  the  banks 
were  so  soft  and  steep  that  there  waa  no  possibility  of  dimb* 
ing  them.  As  my  servant  had  rather  a  weak  sight,  I  had 
to  proceed  down  the  deep  diannel  in  search  <^  a  place  where 
we  could  extricate  ourselves*  Leading  my  horse,  and  wading 
the  river  repeatedly,  every  moment  apprehen^ve  of  quicks 
sands  and  cataracts,  my  only  consoiaUon  arose  from  the 
Divine  promise,  ^<  I  will  bring  the  blind  by  a  way  that  they 
knew  not  I  will  lead  them  in  paths  that  they  have  not 
known.  I  will  make  darkness  light  befcnre  them,  and  crooked 
things  straight^"  Isaiah  xliL  16.  At  the  distance  of  nearly 
a  quarter  of  a  mile,  I  got  my  horse  upon  the  ri^t  bank ; 
and  retummg  up  the  river  to  my  servant,  assisted  him  with 
the  ba^age-horses,  which,  after  a  great  deal  of  trouUe,  we 
ultimately  succeeded  in  drawing  up  out  of  the  dark  abyss. 
Thou^  the  tract  felt  rather  marshy,  yet,  as  there  was  grass 
for  the  horses,  I  determined  to  sXop  in  it  all  night;  a  step  I 
was  the  more  induced  to  take,  cm  account  of  the  miry  pits 
which  we  had  reascm  to  dread  lay  directly  before  us. 

Having  pitched  my  taut  on  the  driest  spot  I  could  select, 
I  sat  down  at  the  door,  and  Reading  my  frugal  meal  on 
my  knees,  while  the  servant  brought  me  a  draught  of  water 
from  the  stream^  I  began,  ^th  a  whettened  appetite,  to  par- 
tdce  of  the  bounty  of  Providence.  A  sense  of  <hvine  pre* 
servation  pervaded  my  mind ;  I  reflected  on  my  unworthi* 
ness  of  the  least  of  Grod^s  mercies ;  the  hair-breadth  escapes 
I  had  experienced  in  my  past  life  came  under  review ;  and^ 
while  I  drew  a  parallel  between  mys^  and  thousands  of 
*my  fidlow-creoMures,  who  would  esteem  themselves  happy  to 
be  in  my  circumstances,  I  was  conscious  of  the  soothing 
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emotions  of  peace  and  content  As  I  was  musing  on  these 
things,  a  number  of  wild  fantastic  crags  b^an  to  raise  tlieir 
pointed  heads  above  the  general  glcom  hi  wliich  the  waste 
was  involved;  and  soon  after  the  mocMi  appeared  in  the 
doUded  east,  and,  shooting  a  few  feeble  ravs  across  tlie  in- 
tervening moimtains,  afforded  me  a  partial  view  of  the  seat 
of  nlence  and  deflation  in  which  my  lot  for  the  night  was 
cast. 

Next  mornings  about  ten  o'clofek^  I  lifted  toy  tfent,  and 
pursued  my  journey  to  Eydal*  The  way  lay  now  on  the 
right  and  now  on  the  left  side  of  the  riv6r ;  and,  as  I  passed 
along,  I  was  struck  with  the  ^pearance  of  fine  chalcedonies, 
that  were  almost  as  numerous  as  **  the  stones  of  the  bnx)ks,* 
among  which  they  were  scattered.  Proceeding  into  jBmdda/, 
I  could  not  but  admire  the  antic  and  singularly  diversified 
shapes  of  the  mountains  on  both  sides,  which  continued  to 
vary  as  I  changed  my  position ;  and  sometimes  resembled 
the  gables  of  houses,  sometimes  churdies,  castles,  &c.  but 
'  the  prevailing  appearance  was  that  of  lofty  turrets  and  spires. 
Those  at  some  distance,  to  the  soutii,  which  divided  Bretddal 
from  Ber%(/wrd^  were  peculiarly  striking.  One  of  them  so 
esactiy  resembled  Edinburgh  CasUe,  as  seen  from  the  ncHlh, 
^  that  I  ahnost  fancied  I  saw  it  in  the  panorama.  The  name 
of  this  strangely  peaked  mountain  is  S'mMfnAvefiM.  Its  ap- 
pearance, from  the  south  side  of  Berujhrd,  is  nearly  similar. 
A  little  to  the  left,  the  peaks  of  another  mountain  exhibited 
a  striking  likeness  of  St  PauPs. 

At  five  in  the  afternoon  I  arrived  at  Et/dalj  where  Sira 
B.  Eisleson,  the  Dean  of  South  MtdS  Syssel,  resides.  He 
was  not  at  home  himself,  but  I  was  made  welcome  by  his 
lady,  and  the  sister  of  the  Landfoged  in  Reykkmk^  with 
whom  I  carried  on  a  long  conversation,  chiefly  relating  to 
the  external  rituation  of  the  Icelanders,  and  the  nature  <^ 
true  happiness.  The  determined  manner  in  whidi  I  spoke 
of  the  necessity  of  internal  religioil ;  a  religion  in  which  the 
heart  is  interested,  and  which  consists  in  active  love  to  God 
and  man ;  soon  convinced  them  that  I  was  a  friend  to  the 
doctrines  of  Scripture,  and  that  I  had  not  imbibed  the  prift-' 
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dples  of  sceptidsm,  which,  they  assured  me,  abounded  in  and 
mbouiReyJciavik.  The  discourse  then  turned  on  the  folly 
and  the  lamentable  consequences  of  what  is  most  improper- 
ly called  free-thinking ;  and  it  afforded  me  great  pleasure  to 
find  so  much  sound  sense  and  intelligence  among  Icdandic 
females.  The  Dean  came  home  in  the  evening ;  and,  af- 
ter reading  the  letters  I  deUvered  him,  he  declared  he  was 
no  less  surprised  than  pleased,  at  the  agreeable  news  I  had 
brought  him.  He  repeatedly  assured  me,  that  lus  Deanery 
was  in  the  greatest  want  of  the  Scriptures ;  and  that  the 
present  supply  could  be  viewed  in  no  other  light,  than  that 
of  the  manna  which  came  down  from  Heaven.  In  his  own 
painsh  are  upwards  ci  two  hundred  persons  who  can  read ; 
yet  he  did  not  believe  there  were  more  than  twelve  families 
that  possessed  a  Bible,  and  but  few  were  in  possessbn  of  the 
Hew  Testament 

On  the  morning  of  the  81st,  I  pursued  my  coiurse  along 
the  coast  Having  crossed  Breiddakdy  the  road  ran  along 
the  bottom  of  the  most  threatening  cliffs;  and  being  in  a 
great  measure  defaced  by  the  fragments  which  have  been 
dislodged  upon  it,  the  horses  had  to  proceed  slowly,  and  widi 
great  caution^  The  striking  change  of  scenery  I  found  very 
agreeable.  I  had  now  an  unlimited  view  of  the  blue  face  of 
the  ocean.  Its  billows  were  dashing  with  tumultuous  rage 
against  the  rocks  below  me,  while  I  had  on  the  right  a^lof- 
ty  wall  of  rugged  and  predptous  crags,  the  summits  ai 
whidi  were  partially  involved  in  mist,  and  beetled  over  the 
road  in  a  tremendous  manner. 

About  the  middle  of  this  rocky  tract,  a  grand  four-sided 
pyramid  rises  to  an  amazing  height  above  the  neighbour- 
ing diffs,  and  exposes  fairly  to  view  the  niunerous  horizcm-i 
tal  strata  of  which  it  is  composed.  Beyond  this,  the  land 
between  the  cliffs  and  the  sea  continues  to  open ;  and  jutt- 
ing out  towards  the  south,  where  it  is  known  by  the  name 
of  BerunesSy  it  is  occupied  by  several  rich  farms,  the  own- 
ers of  which  are  enabled,  by  their  situation,  to  add  the  riches 
of  the  sea  to  the  produce  of  the  earth.  On  my  arrival  at. 
the  n(»rtbem  shore  of  the  Berufiord,  I  hired  a  boat  to  take 
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me  and  the  luggage  across  the  bay,  while  my  servant  went 
round  with  the  horses.  By  this  means,  I  sav^  not  less  than 
fourteen  miles  traveling ;  and  the  expedi^t  at  the  same 
time  afforded  my  horses  Considerable  relief.  The  width  of 
the  bay  may  here  be  about  seven  or  d^t  miles. 

At  six  o^clodc  in  the  evening,  I  landed  at  the  factory  of 
Diupavoffi  the  most  southerly  harbour  on  the  east  coast  It 
cosisists  only  of  one  marcantile  house,  a  kramJbody  or  diop, 
and  some  warehouses;  but  they  are  all  of  a  superior  kind, 
both  in  point  of  size,  and  the  taste  with  which  they  are  erect- 
ed. They  are  situated  at  die  end  of  a  narrow,  but  deqi 
bay,  which  runs  up  from  the  Bervfiord,  and  forms  one  of 
the  safest  harbours  on  the  island.  The  trade,' which  b  in 
the  hands  of  Mr  Busch  of  Copenhagen,  and  is  managed  by 
his  factcM*,  Mr  Stephensen,  is  very  considerable;  the  port 
being  frequented  not  only  by  those  who  inhaUt  itfccS  Sjrssd, 
to  the  south  of  StapdieidS,  but  also  by  the  inhabitants  of 
east  SkafU^fiWs  SysseL  For  the  same  reason  it  possessed 
great  local  importance  relative  to  the  object  of  my  nnssion ; 
and  I  was  happy  to  lear^i  that  Mr  Stephenaen^s  literary  and 
patriotic  habits,  would  naturally  induce  him  to  give  the  cause 
in  which  I  was  engaged  his  cordial  approbation  and  strenuous 
support 

This  gendeman,  to  my  no  small  concern,  happened  to  be 
absent ;  but  Madame  Stephensen,  whose  father  is  a  N(»v 
wegian  clergyman,  repeivedand  treated  me  in  the  kindest  and 
most  hosjntable  manner.  I  had  a  large  rooin  ass^ed  me 
for  my  lodging,  in  which  I  was  surprised  to  find  a  pret^ 
voluminous  circulating  library,  which  the  z&sX  of  the  pro- 
prietor has  prompted  him  to  establish,  f(Hr  the  aocommoda- 
tkm  of  such  as  may  wish  to  cultivate  differ^t  branches  of 
science.  Similar  establishments,  m  different  parts  of  Ice* 
land,  would  be  attended  with  unspeakable  advantages ;  only 
care  ought  to  be  taken  to  exdude  all  books  that  have  the 
most  distant  tendency  to  encourage  vice,  or  disseminate  the 
principles  of  irreligicm^  as  they  never  fail  to  superinduce  2^ 
train  of  vicious  and  immoral  consequences.  Abont  the  year 
1790,  a  reading  society  was  instituted  in  the  south,  by  the 
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Archdeacon  Magnussen,  which  continued  to  flourish  till  the 
dose  of  the  century,  when  it  almost  expired,  and  has  never 
once  been  revived.  Another  was  established  in  1 79S,  in  the 
nOTth  country,  under  the  du*ectioh  of  the  Afntmand.  The 
books  belonging^  to  the  Reykiavik  Society,  which  was  insti* 
tuted  by  the  Danish  merchants,  are  also  allowed  to  enjoy  a 
period  of  rest ;  which,  however,  is  the  less  to  be  regretted, 
as  most  of  them  are  repented  to  be  of  a  poisonous  and  de- 
moralizing tendency. 

The  fidlowing  day,  after  having  writtai  a  letter  to  Mr 
Stephensen,  explanatory  of  the  mode  in  which  I  wished  the 
copies  of  the  Scripture  that  had  arrived  at  this  harbour  to 
be  disposed  of,  as  my  horses  had  not  yet  come  round  the 
bay,  I  made  a  short  excursion  along  the  southern  shore  of 
the  Berufiord,  accompanied  by  Jonathan,  Mr  Stephensen'^s 
assistant,  who  is  a  native  of  the  West  Indies,  and  has  spent 
several  years  at  this  place. .  At  the  distance  of  about  three 
inOes  &om  die  factory,  we  came  to  a  long  irregular  range  of 
cliffs,  where  ^^  the  shore,  eat  into  caverns  by  the  restless 
wave,"  exposed  "  the  place  of  stones,"  and  disclosed  to  the 
ravished  eye  some  of  the  most  unparalleled  beauties  of  the 
minaral  kingdom.  In  the  hard  rock  were  numerous  and 
widely  diversified  crystallizations  of  quartz ;  but  what  par. 
ticularly  attracted  my  attention,  was  the  zeolite,  or  star- 
stone,  so  called  from  the  beautiful  shining  rays  oS  crystal, 
whidi  all  divei'ge  from  a  common  centre,  and  terminate  in  a 
pyramidal  form.  It  was  imbedded  in  ar^llaceous  eArth, 
and  on  this  account  is  easily  dug  out ;  but  was  so  exceeding- 
ly brittle  of  itself,  that  it  could  hardly  bear  die  removal  of 
ihe  day.  Of  this  mineral  I  met  with  many  beautiful  varie- 
ties. Some  of  these  stars  contain  four-sided  rays,  or  bars,  of 
crystal,  nearly  as  fine  as  hairs,  and  not  more  than  a  quarter 
of  an  inch  flrom  the  centre  to  the  circumference;  others  con- 
sist  of  bars,  near  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  thick^^ess,  and  three 
or  four  inches  in  length ;  while  others  are  found  in  the  shape 
of  a  gooseys  egg,  but  twice  as  large,  which,  on  being  broken, 
present  a  flat  surface,  coh^ting,  at  the  one  end,  of  a  white, 
and  white-bluish  substance,  resembling  cornelian,  and,  at 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


184  BERUFIORO. 

the  other,  of  beautiful  bars  of  white  crystal,  that  lie  close  to- 
gether, Kke  pillars  in  a  bed  of  basalt.  These  last  are  cover- 
ed with  a  thin  coat  of  a  light  green  colour,  in  which,  in  va- 
rious places,  small  prominency  appear,  consisting  of  a  green* 
ish  loose-grahied  substance.  At  th^  same  place  I  found 
some  small  light  stones,  externally  of  the  same  cdour,  but, 
on  being  broken,  they  discovered  a  beautiful  shining  sub- 
stance, which  I  take  to  be  calcareous  spar.  Chalcedonies 
and  red  jasper  also  abound  in  the  nei^bourhood ;  and, 
though  most  pf  the  European  cabinets  have  been  stocked 
with  specimens  from  this  place,  iji  the  selection  pf  which  the 
greatest  waste  ha^  been  made,  it  still  contains  inexhaustible 
treasure^,  and  would  richly  repay  the  toils  of  the  naturalist 
who  spent  a  summer  here  in  mineralo^cal  researches. 

As  1  surveyed  this  museum  of  natural  curiosities,  and  re- 
flected that  Uttle  more  than  half  a  century  has  elapsed  ^ce 
the  zeoUte  attracted  tlie  attention  of  naturalists,  when  they 
were  sadly  puzzled  in  endeavouring^  account  for  its  forma- 
tion, I  <^uld  not  but  adore  Him  whose  fill-skUful  hand  has 
given  to  the  pardcles  of  matter  the  adinirable  order  and  re^ 
gplarity  displayed  in  the  cpmpositipn  of  the  minerals  before 
me-— whose  workmanship  infinitely  traiiscends  the  proudest 
tefforts  of  human  genius,  and  baffles  the  mo^t  profound  re- 
^earche^  pf  inquisitive  m^. 

^t  the  distance  of  about  ax  miles  from  the  extremity  of 
BtdandsnesSy  which  here  jut^  out  into  the  sea  between  Be^ 
rufiord  and  Hamarsfiord,  liq  a  number  of  islands,  the  largest 
pf  which  is  called  Popey^  and  is  supposed  to  derive  its  name 
froqfi  its  having  been  inhabited  by  Chri9tian  fishermen  from 
Ireland,  or  the  western  island^  of  Scotland,  previous  to  the 
occupation  of  Iceland  by  the  Norweg^jms.  *  It  was  former- 
ly famous  for  its  eider-down,  yielding  nearly  a  thousand 
pounds  weight  annually ;  but  the  ducks  are  said  to  have 
been  frightened  away  from  this  and  the  neighbouring  islands, 
by  the  firing  of  cannon  from  the  English  mcn-^f-war,  tliat 
lay  here  in  order  to  protect  the  fishery. 

\  L^n4namabok,  p.  %, 
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The  *d  of  September,  I  left  the  factory  of  Diupavog,  and, 
after  passmg  a  number  of  columnar  rocks  which  line  the 
jiiase  of  the  high  mountain  called  BvlandsMnde^  I  proceed- 
ed along  the  precipitous  sides  of  a  number  of  high  and  steep 
mountains,  that  overhang  the  northern  shore  of  Hamarsfiord, 
A  little  witlun  the  debris  of  red  sand-stone,  which  here  ap- 
pears conspicuously  among  the  other  component  parts  of  the 
predpioes,  I  came  to  a  high  mound  of  small  stones  and  rub- 
Insh,  that  has  visibly  been  raised  by  the  hand  of  man,  and 
seems  destined  to  mark,  to  future  generations,  the  ultimate 
abode  of  some  son  of  mortality.  It  bemg  low  water,  I  cros- 
sed the  bay  nearly  three  miles  below  its  termination,  in  which 
direction  I  could  descry  the  suipmit  of  one  of  the  east  coun^ 
try  Yikufs  beetling  over  the  inhabited  tracts  at  its  base. 
The  road  now  lay  round  the  ness,  which  divides  the  bays  of 
Hamarsfiard  and  Alptqfiordj  and  conast^,  for  the  most  part, 
of  a  ridge  of  inmiensely  high  mount^s,  whose  sides  present 
a  striking  horizontal  stratification.  The  parish  of  Hof  lie9 
along  the  extremity  of  the  last  mentioned  bay,  and  consists 
principally  of  two  deep  vallies,  which  are  terminated  by  the 
K^cidf  and  have  had  their  meadow  grounds  greatly  dama- 
ged by  inundations  of  th6  rivers.  Passing  into  a  stony 
tract  called  Tunga^  which  bears  pretty  evident  marks  of  ita 
having  been  subjected  to  the  convulsive  efiects  of  volcanic 
fury,  I  came,  about  ^ht  in  the  evemng,  to  a  farm,  the  name 
of  which  is  Starmyra^  where  I  pitched  my  tent  for  the  night. 
From  this  place,  the  coast  runs  a  considerable  way  south, 
when,  turning  towards  the  west,  it  forms  the  Auster  Hom^ 
or  East  Foreland,  which,  from  its  situation  and  prominent 
appearance,  is  well  known  to  the  mariners  who  navigate  these 
seas.  The  church  of  ThvottA  lies  at  no  great  distance,  be- 
yond which  runs  the  river  of  the  same  name,  in  whose  prou 
fluent  stream  Sidu-Halhr  and  his  family  were  baptized  by 
Thangbrandt,  two  years  before  the  Christian  religion  was 
publicly  received  in  Iceland. 

From  Starmyra  I  struck  off  towards  the  right,  imd,  in 
the  course  of  half  an  hour,  entered  Lonsheide^  a  rugged  and 
dreary  region,  which  is  chiefly  remarkable  for  its  being  the 
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boundary  between  Mvle  ^and  SkafUxftl  Syssels,  its  having 
always  proved  a  barrier  to  the  contagion  of  infectious  diseases; 
and  its  being  almost  perpetually  enveloped  in  mist  Having 
descended  by  the  ade  of  a  deep  gulley^  I  came  to  a  river 
which  I  skirted  for  some  time,  till  I  foiuid  myself  abut  in  be- 
tween two  {Steep  precipices  that  were  separated  from  each 
other  by  the  gulley  through  which  the  rivar  was  poured  over 
(tuccessive  cataracts  at  my  feet  At  first  ^ight,  the  pass  ap- 
peared  absolutely  insuperable ;  but,  following  the  track,  I 
came  to  a  place  which  I  can  only  describe  by  comparing  it 
to  a  huge  staircase;  a  number  of  rough  steps  having  been 
formed  by  clearing  away  some  of  the  stones,  the  ascent  of 
which  proved  very  fatiguing  to  the  horses,  as  they  had  al- 
ways to  leap  up  from  one  standing-jdace  to  another,  till  they 
reached  the  summit  Though  the  ascent  now  got  easier,  it 
continued  for  a  long  time ;  and  just  as  we  gained  the  eleva- 
tion of  the  Heidiy  we  were  surprised  by  a  tremendous  chasm 
into  which  a  laige  sheet  of  water  is  poured,  so  as  to  form  a 
magnificent  cascade.  The  fog  being  very  dense,  I  could 
not  see  to  a  greater  depth  dian  ten  or  twelve  yards ;  but  I 
was  told  by  the  clergjrman  of  the  next  parish,  that  the 
cascade  is  not  less  than  seventy  fathoms  (^  perpendicular 
hei^t 

The  closeness  of  the  mist,  and  the  heavy  rain  that  was 
blown,  by  a  boisterous  vnnd,  directly  in  my  face  the  whole 
time  I  was  in  the  desert,  rendered  the  ride  very  uncomfort- 
able ;  yet  comparing  the  few  hours  of  bad  weather  I  had 
now  to  endure,  with  the  weeks  of  sunshine  wliich  I  had  en*  * 
joyed  since  setting  out  on  my  journey,  I  found  that^  instead 
of  repining,  I  had  the  greatest  cause  to  be  resigned  and 
thankful  On  descending  into  the  lower  regions,  we  got  into 
a  clearer  atmosphere,  and  proceeded  across  a  long  plain  of 
sand  and  small  stones,  which  have  been  washed  down  fixmi 
the  neighbouring  Yokvls.  We  had  the  sea  on  the  left,  and 
at  a  short  distance  to  the  right,  a  range  of  large  mfountains, 
covered  almost  to  the  very  base  with  mist  About  four 
o^clock  in  the  afternoon,  we  arrived  at  the  parsoni^  ci  Sta^ 
JtxfeU^  where  I  pitched  my  tent,  resolving  to  spend  die  Lord's 
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di^  at  that  place.  Its  oocupunt^  Sira  Berg  Miignussen,  the 
Dean  of  East  SktrfiafiU  Sjrsse},  was  down  at  t)ie  sea  on  mj 
arrival^  but^  having  been  sent  for,  he  soon  made  his  i^pear- 
aaoe^and  Ifound  in  him  one  of  the  most  animated  and  ooiuv 
teous  Icelanders  I  had  seen.  He  possesses  no  inconsider^ 
able  di^ree  of  inteUigence ;  and  speaks  Danish  with  a  fad- 
lity  that  is  nurely  to  be  met  with  fit  a  distance  from  the  fact 
tories.  He  had  been  apprised  of  the  new  edition  of  th^ 
Scriptures,  and  waited  with  impati^t  anxiety  for  the  arii. 
yal  of  cqoies  in  his  district  In  the  parish  of  Skfcffill  ane 
upwards  of  twenty  fiunilies,  yet  th^re  were  only  six  Bildes 
among  the  whole ;  and  Sira  Berg  himself  had  been  endear 
vouring  to  procure  a  copy,  ^  his  own  use,  these  seventeen 
years  past,  but  had  at  last  given  up  ail  hope  of  ever  obtain^ 
ing  thetreasore.  £Qs  joy  on  receiving  a  copy  from  me  was; 
very  great}  and,  previous  to  my  departure,  he  wrote  a  dr- 
colar  letter  to  his  dergy,  desiring  them  to  institute  an  im- 
mediate  inquiry  into  the  wants  of  their  respective  parishes. 
The  wh(^e  of  this  tract  is  caUed  the  Lon,  from  the  stilL 
ness  of  the  watar  within  the  sand*reef,  which  ^rds  the  coas( 
at  some  distance  from  the  shore.  Siqfafell  possesses  a  large 
and  beautifiil  tOn,  and  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  a  low  circu^ 
lar  mountain,  which  has  formerly  been  covered  with  trees ; 
and,  from  that  drcumstance,  obtained  the  name  of  the  Staffs 
or  Tree  Mountain.  On  the  west  ade  of  the  parsonage  is  a 
low  plain,  nearly  two  miles  in  breadth,  through  which  a  for. 
nudable  river,  called  Yokulsd'uLonj  is  poured  from  the 
Lone-Yokvly  a  large  ice  mountain  in  the  vicinity.  It  fre- 
quently happens  in  the  spring,  and  late  in  the  summer,  that 
this  river  swells  to  such  a  degree,  that  the  whole  plain  is 
inundated,  and  nothing  appears  between  the  mountiuns,  on 
both  sides,  but  one  vast  sheet  of  water.  What  renders  it 
peculiarly  dangerous  to  ford,  is  the  frequency  with  which  it 
dianges  its  course,  and  the  extreme  softness  of  the  bottom, 
owing  to  the  immense  quantities  of  day  and  small  stones 
which  it  brings  along  with  it  from  the  moimtain.  The 
w<Mr8t,  however,  is,  when  vast  floating  fragments  of  ice  are 
borne  down  by  its  fury.   It  then  requires  the  greatest  adroit- 
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ness  to  steer  the  horse  between  them.  Sometimes  they  are 
fo  numerous,  and  follow  each  other  in  such  close  mccession, 
that  the  river  cannot  be  forded  at  all  on  horseback ;  it  being 
impos^Ue  to  turn  the  horse,  with  the  agilitj  requisite  in  of- 
der  to  elude  them.  The  passenger  is  thai  obliged  to  wade, 
at  the  risk  of  his  Ufe.  Sira  Berg  informed  me,  that  being 
once  called  to  visit  a  dying  parishioner,  he  went  over  in  this 
way,  though  at  times  the  water  took  him  up  to  the  breast 
He  hiad  provided  himself  with  a  long  pole,  in  order  to  exa- 
inine  the  ground  at  every  step ;  while  he  had  to  look  around 
him,  with  the  utmost  alertness,  lest  fresh  masses  of  ice  should 
overtake  him,  bear  him  down  before  them,  and,  forcing  him 
upon  other  pieces,  cut  him  asunder. 

The  Lord^s  day  being  rainy,  and  the  river  having  swoln 
considerably,  there  was  no  public  service ;  as  most  of  the 
people  belonging  to  the  parish  of  StqfbfHl  hveon  the  oppo- 
^te  side  of  the  river,  or  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the 
church.  I  spent  most  of  the  day  in  my  tent,  and  while  I 
read  and  meditated  on  select  portions  of  the  Bible,  tbe 
hours  passed  rapidly  and  delightfully  away. 
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yoktilsd-i-Lon^'West  Forda/nd-^Magn^cent  ProspecU^ 
Becmt^id  Basaltic  Pillars — Ice  Motmtams  ofMyrar  and 
Heinaberg — BasaUs-^Fellshverfi^-^'Description  of  Bret* 
dama^h  Yohd^  or  Moving  Ice-Field — Hypothesis  respecU 
ing  its  Jbrmation,  and  change  of  position-^Dangerotis 
YoJctd  River-^Orcefa  Yoktd  and  Volcano^^Volcanic  Erup" 
Hon  0^1727  described— SkafkffOl— Topographical  View 
'•'^Moving  Ice  Mountain  of  SkeiderA— Passage  of  the 
Skeiderd'-^Promontory  of  Lomagnapr'^Fliot^verfi. 

As  the  rain  contmued  unabatingly  till  about  ten  oyock  in 
Che  forenoon  of  the  Sth,  the  Yokulsd  had  increased  to  such 
a  degree,  that  Sira  Berg  did  not  think  it  advisable  for  me  to 
attempt  fording  it  In  the  afternoon,  however,  as  we  ap- 
prehended more  r^  the  following  night,  and  the  water  had 
somewhat  subsided,  I  struck  my  tent,  and  proceeded  on  my 
journey,  accompanied  by  two  men  from  the  parsonage,  who 
undertook  to  conduct  me  across.  As  I  approached  the  river, 
it  wore  a  very  formidable  appearance,  covering  almost  the 
ivhole  of  the  plain  hetweea  Stcifk/eU  and  the  mountains  in 
the  vicinity  of  Vestr^Hom.  Not  being  fordable  at  the  usual 
place,  we  had  to  enter  it  higher  up,  where  the  branched  were 
about  thirty  in  number,  some  of  which  took  our  horses  near 
the  middle,  and  two  of  them  were  upwards  of  a  hundred 
yards  in  breadth.  The  Laa&y  which  we  had  also  to  ford  a 
little  above  its  confluence  with  the  Yohds&y  was  still  deep^ ; 
but  we  passed  it  \nthout  much  difficulty,  its  water  being 
dear,  whereas  that  of  the  Yokulsd  is  white  and  muddy. 

Having  reached  the  base  of  the  mountains,  which  are  cover- 
ed with  debris  more  than  half  way  up,  I  skirted  it  some  time, 
$iU^  crossing  the  valley,  which  leads  up  to  a  mountain-pass 
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called  JlnumnasJcardy  I  came  to  FidfdryB,tsrm  close  hAixA 
VeHr  Hom^  where  I  bad  my  tent  pitched  at  a  short  distance 
from  the  house.  The  Homy  or  We^t  Fordand^  conasts  of 
three  mountains;  the  lowest  and  most  easterly  of  whidiy 
'  appears  to  have  been  spUt  into  three  parts,  and  presorts  a 
▼ery  singular  appearance,  the  divinons  being  all  pointed  at 
the  summit,  and  the  two  on  the  sides  inclining  towards  the 
higfaar  one  which  stands  between  them. 

Early  cm  the  morning  of  the  6th  I  furoceeded  up  Jhmm- 
noikardf  on  reaching  the  extremity  of  which,  a  proipect 
burst  upon  my  view^  the  most  novd,  magmficent,  and  un- 
bounded that  I  ever  beheld.  At  my  feet  lay  a  stupendous 
precipice,  whose  base  is  washed  by  the  s^  and  whidi  is 
certainly  not  less  than  nine  hundred  feet  of  nearly  perpeo* 
dicular  height  The  ocean,  bounded  only  by  the  distant 
horizon,  expanded  towards  the  left.  The  Horm^oi  ap- 
peared on  the  right ;  the  eastern  margin  of  which  is  beau- 
tifully ornamented  with  the  farms  constituting  the  parish  of 
Biamanesi ;  beyond  which,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  sweep, 
nothing  was  seen  but  one  vast  chain  of  Yokuk,  or  ice-moun* 
tains,  stretchii^  back  into  the  deserts  in  the  intericn*,  and 
terminating  towards  the  west  in  the  majestic  drcefa^Yohilf 
the  highest  mountain  on  the  island.  The  sparkling  rays  of 
the  meridian  sun,  reflected  from  the  marble  snow  with  which 
the  upper  rq^ions  of  the  Yokuls  are  covered,  the  vivid  green 
crui^  which  forms  their  base,  and  the  blue  waves  of  the 
ocean,  had  a  roost  exhilarating  effect;  and  the  whole  c^the 
scenery  was  calculated  to  produce  in  the  mind  the  noUest 
and  most  subUme  emotions.  How  vast  and  glorioua  are  the 
works  of  God !  How  they  reflect  the  splendour,  roifjeaty,  and 
unlimited  perfection  of  their  Maker !  But  if  sudh  be  the 
grandeur  and  beauty  of  creation ;  if  the  eye  be  dazzled  with 
its  lustre,  and  the  most  capacious  mind  be  unable  to  gaep 
its  immensity ;  how  infinitely  more  excellent  and  gloiioas 
must  He  be,  to  whose  all-creative  word  they  owe  their  ex- 
istence; who  dwells  in  light  inaccesuhle;  and  before  whoia 
^  the  nations  are  as  a  drop  of  a  bucket,  and  are  counted  as 
the  small  dust  of  the  balance  r 
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Having  stqpped  some  tiine  in  order  to  contemplate  tbe 
sublimity  of  this  spectacle^  I  approadied  the  east  side  of  the 
pass,  and  proceeded  down  a  very  precipitous  descait,  the 
bottom  of  which  I  reached  with  extreme  difficulty,  as  every 
step  I  took  set  the  firagments  of  the  rock  in  motion,  and  it 
required  the  utmost  a^ty  to  avoid  being  rolled  along  with 
them  into  the  hollow.  The  traveller  is  also  here  exposed  to 
immense  disruptions  frcHU  the  face  of  a  rugged  mountain^ 
which  overhangs  the  descent  at  the  baght  of  at  least  eleven 
hundred  feet  Several  of  these  had  fallen  apparently  <Hily 
a  few  days  before  I  passed,  and,  not  having  been  cleared 
away  from  the  road,  considerably  impeded  my  progress. 
The  mountams  in  tlus  quarter  wear  a  whitidb  appearance, 
and  consist  for  the  most  part  of  tbin  slate  stone,  and  a  po< 
reus  kind  of  basalt,  the  beds  of  which  are  distinguishable,  in 
various  places,  by  the  regularity  of  thar  perpendicular  co- 
lumns. As  the  Homc^Uot,  a  Yokul  rivar  nearly  two  miles 
in  breadth,  wppe»Jted  to  be  much  sweUed  by  the  late  rains, 
I  rode  up  to  a  rich  farm  called  AmanesSy  the  prc^rietor  of 
which  is  an  intelligent  and  judidous  man,  in  order  to  request 
his  guidance,  when  I  met  with  a  friendly  reception,  and,  ere 
leaving  the  plaice,  I  was  obliged  to  barda^  i.  e.  dine  with  him^ 
which  I  did  on  a  most  ddknous  dish  c^  salmon  trout  that 
had  just  been  taken  in  the  river.  Being  unfordable  at  the 
usud  place,  the  fanner  sent  his  scm  about  four  miles  farther 
up  with  me  to  bb  brother,  who  is  Hrepstiori,  from  whom  I 
got  a  man  toconduct  me  across.  Proceeding  within  a  little 
of  the  Hqfifdl  and  Svmc^WYShdSy  and  fording  the  rivers 
which  they  pour  forth  pevious  to  their  junction  in  the  FKoty 
I  got  ova:  with  the  utmost  ease. 

From  the  west  side  of  the  water,  to  a  farm  named  Rati* 
dabergy  where  I  pitched  my  tent,  a  distance  of  about  three 
mile^  the  road  lay  through  immense  masses  of  variously  si* 
tuated  columnar  rocks,  some  of  which  appeared  to  have  been 
tfnrown  down  fnmi  the  adjoining  mountains,  and  others  were 
standing  in  thar  original  beds.  At  cme  place  especially,  I 
almost  fancied  myself  amid  the  ruins  of  some  of  the  noblest 
0tnictttres  of  tocient  Grecian  architecture.    The  pillars  were 
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piled  one  abote  another  with  the  most  perfect  exactness,  find 
arranged  so  as  to  form  an  entire  semicircle.  iThe  j  stand 
quite  perpendicular;  some  of  the  diviaons  may  be  about 
four  feel  in  length,  but  in  general  they  a{q)eared  to  be  from 
two  to  three  feet  The  mostof  them  were  six-^ided;  a  ccm- 
nderable  number  had  five,  and  some  seven  udes.  Finding 
that  sudi  fragments  as  had  been  thrown  down  were  mostly 
all  concave  at  the  <me  end,  and  convex  at  the  other^  I  was 
anxious  to  ascertain  thar  original  position,  and  climbed  up 
amongst  the  broken  pillars,  when  I  discovered  that  they 
were  all  concave  at  the  upper  end ;  and  the  excavation  ap- 
peared to  be  more  or  less  hc^owed  according  to  the  eon^ 
vexity  of  the  lower  end  of  the  joint  that  had  stood  upon  it 

As  I  stood  and  admired  the  rq^larity  and  perfection  of 
this  natural  colonnade,  and  the  exactness  with  which  the 
angles  of  the  pillars  were  formed^  my  servant  alighted  from 
his  horse,  and,  coming  up  tome,  declared  that  the  place  was 
visibly  the  work  of  art,  but  that  it  was  too  stupendous  to  be 
the  effect  of  human  art  Such  vast  natural  structures  the 
natives  call  TroOahladj  or  «<  Giant's  Wall  C*  the  cavities 
found  in  ranges  of  smaller  basalt  are  termed  Dverga-Kam- 
rar^  or  "  Chambers  of  the  Dwarfs;''  and  when  they  would 
describe  any  workmanship  as  particularly  artifidal,  they  give 
it  the  name  of  Dvergct-^midi :  all  which  proves,  that,  hke 
the  unenlightened  of  other  countries,  they  have  been  ac- 
customed to  view  such  uncommon  appearances  as  the  pro- 
duction of  certain  intelligences  superior  to  man.  What  cause 
have  we  to  bless  Grod  for  the  light  of  sdence !  While  it  an- 
nihilates the  imaginary  beings  of  superstitious  invention,  in- 
troduces us  into  the  more  secret  recesses  of  the  great  cabinet 
of  nature,  and  presents  us  with  ever  fresh  discoveries  c^  the 
wisdom,  the  power,  and  the  greatness  of  her  divine  Creator^ 
**  O  Lord,  how  manifold  are  thy  works !  In  wisdom  hast 
thou  made  them  all :  the  earth  is  full  of  thy  riches.  The 
works  of  the  Lord  are  great,  sought  out  of  all  them  that 
have  pleasure  therein,*"  Psalm  civ.  24.  cxi.  9. 

On  approaching  the  farm,  I  found  it  surrounded  by  a 
natural  fortification  of  basaltine  pillars,  which  I  had  to  skirt 
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&r  some  time,  tiU  twKhing  a  hmer  pait  of  the  (^^ 
which  serves  for  a  gate^  I  ultimately  suooeeded  in  gaimng 
admittanoe.  The  people  shewed  a  kind  and  obliging  di». 
position,  and  seemed  wonderfully  pleased  with  a  copy  of  the 
New  Testament  wbkh  I  gave  th^n,  there  not  being  any  in 
the  vicinity. 

As  the  ^n^ather  continued  fine  the  followi^  day,  t  adi- 
Tanoed  as  far  as  Rekwoeilir^  which  lies  at  the  eastern  ter- 
mination  of  Breidomark-Ybkul,  and  about  thirty^six  miles 
fiom  my  fonner  station.  The  first  part  of  the  road  lay  across 
alternate  tracts  of  boga  and  sand|  at  the  di^ance  of  aquarteir 
of  a  mile  from  the  margin  of  the  Mytar  and  Hemaberg 
Fofenb,  whidi  are  only  branches  of  the  immense  JE?^  Fofcu^ 
a  coitral  diain  of  snow  and  ice  moimtains  in  the  interior^ 
ronnecting  the  numerous  YSeub  that  project  towards  the 
eastern  coast  of  Iceland^  and  occupying  a  space  of  not  less 
than  three  thousand  square  miles*  In  r^ard  to  form,  they 
are  considerably  high  and  narrow  behind  where  they  leave 
the  main  mass,  but  run  forwiurd,  sloping  and  spreading  as 
they  advance,  till  they  readi  the  jdain,  which  ttiey  line  to 
the  distance  o£  ten  or  twelve  miles,  presenting  a  margin  of 
from  twenty  to  fifty  feet  hi^  Their  curvated  appearance^ 
and  their  inclination  round  the  barren  peaks  which  they  em*k 
boBoni)  suggest  the  idea  of  a  vast  fluid  body  having  moved 
forward  into  the  plain,  and  congealed  in  the  attitude  they 
now  presait  In  the  upper  regions,  they  appear  to  consist 
of  the  purest  vir^  snow ;  about  the  middle,  they  become 
blackish^  owing,  I  suppose,  to  the  admixture  of  sand  and 
dust  from  the  adjacait  mountains ;  and  a  considerable  way 
around  the  edge  they  assume  a  beautiful  green  tint,  iiduch, 
reflecting  the  beams  of  the  sun,  fmxluces  the  most  brilliant 


Besides  several  inferior  streams,  these  Ydkuls  pour  into 
the  ocean  three  large  rivers  called  HdhnsA^  Heinabergs^vbtn 
and  J([olgrimarSt^  none  of  which,  however,  we  found  any 
great  difficulty  in  pasang  &ux^  the  first,  whidi  we  had  to 
atteiqyt  at  different  jdacea  ere  we  could  get  over.  It  is  pretty 
deep^  and  is  so  completely  filled  with  quicksands,  that  -the 
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)Mnet  nm  the  fisk  of  msAmg  at  ahimt  erery  ste^  wkfle 
the  wpidity  of  the  curraat  gte$dy  iacreaaes  the  danger. 
The  HeimAerg  di»h«ge»  much  mow  water,  but,  bring 
Hl»»  spread,  it  is  not  ao  deep,  and  fuaa  through  a  mow? 
coanlidafed  twl.  The  whoie  of  tlna  plain  has  fitfrn^-ly 
been  well  mhabited,  but  has  been  so  dreadfully  immdated 
^  flooda  from  the  YokuU,  diat  the  only  farm  npw  remain- 
itig  ia  thAt  of  Hemdbergy  which^  at  some  distance,  you  would 
filppo^e  aelufllly  situated  in  the  midst  of  the  iee. 

Tuming  the  end  of  a  strangely  nigged  ixKmntiin,  called 
Hr^^fS'-gerdkitnylA^  and  consisting,  for  the  most  part,  of 
iu^  in  which  were  numerous  holes  of  an  immense  size,  pre- 
seotiiig  the  atmo(qphare  above ;  a  most  beaudftil  group  of 
wnall  basaltic  pillars  cau^t  my  eye,  at  the  haght  of  about 
seven  hundred  feet,  in  the  face  of  an  adjoining  mountain. 
They  had  the  appearance  of  so  many  bars  of  iron,  bundled 
together  at  the  top,  but  bulging  out  about  the  middle,  from 
Which,  to  the  foot,  the^  assumed  a  perfectly  parpendieukr 
position.  The  fragments  that  were  scattered  along  the  base 
af  the  mountain,  were  mostly  all  heptagonal.  Beyond  this, 
I  obtained,  at  times,  a  distant  view  of  the  Ye&ul,  till,  pass- 
ing several  mountains  diver»fied  in  shape,  but  all  horizon- 
taUy  sttatified,  the  valleys  between  wluch  are  tolerably  well 
mbabited,  I  arrived  at  tlie  plain  b^re  K^yijfMf  when  I 
waa  surprised  by  the  prospect  of  a  mi^nificent  glacier,  call- 
ed Kaffi^eU^Yiikul^  which  all  at  once  falls  with  a  rapid  de* 
soeat  into  the  valley,  and  a{^ars  almost  completely  green. 
It  would  hardly  be  supposed  tlmt  any  vegetation  oould  thnve 
in  the  vicinity  of  a  spot,  where,  to  use  the  words  of  the  poet, 
*<  sMgkuMiinera  menses  per  onrnes  ;^  ye^  ibe  sides  of  die 
valley,  close  to  the  ice,  seem  uncommonly  fiutik,,  and  yield 
pasture  to  a  more  numerous  herd  of  cattle  than  I  had  seen 
any  where  in  Iceland. 

I  now  entered  the  wide  plain  into  whidi  the  vall^  op^os, 
and  winch  has  been  totally  inundated  at  some  fertner  period 
by  the  Yokul,  and  came,  in  the  course  of  an  hour  and  9k 
hal^  to  Breidibiktudar/iaUf  jbl  tremendously  heeding  moun- 
tain, from  whose  wlss  inunense  fragments  of  rock  have  been 
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ffidodgcd on  th«  rood;  turmng wkridi,  t  entettd  a bMutifid 
trmtt,  calM  Fdbhverfi,  that  lies  between  a  lofty  range  of 
ittountahtt  receding  from  that  just  mentioned,  and  the  BttU 
iamatk  YShdi  and  qjening  towards  the  sea^  whidi  maj 
hei«  be  about  three  miles  fitxm  die  inner  end  of  die  valley. 
A  ficde  to  the  west  of  JMftotwflir,  stands  an  insulated  moun- 
tain,  called  FM^  which  is  remaricaBe,  on  account  of  its  be. 
ing  sfriit  cottpletdy  to  its  base,  at  a  diort  distance  from  its 
terminatkiL  Close  to  the  foot  of  the  disjcMnted  diff  lies  a 
farm  of  the  same  name,  inhaUted  by  a  rich  peasant,  wfaosa 
nomenHis  ftmily  people  the  ndghbouring  oottsges.  Con^ 
sidering  the  number  of  earthquakes  to  ivindi  the  idand  is 
sabgect,  thar  situation  does]  not,  by  say  means,  appear  en* 
viaUe;  and,  according  to  an  ancient  prophecy,  the  projecti 
ing  rock  is  destined  one  day  to  (audi  the  inhabitants  to  atoms ; 
yet  the  present  occupants  seem  to  live  in  the  utmost  security, 
unintimidated  by  the  impending  predptee,  which  afibrds 
them  an  excellent  shelter  from  the  northern  storms. 

The  8th  of  September  I  shall  ever  reooUeot  with  feelings 
of  the  deepest  interest,  and  the  most  lively  gratitude  to  Ood 
for  his  mereifbl  presenratiotL  Having  prevailed  on  the  pea^ 
sant  of  RetnaveUir  to  conduct  me  over  the  YUkuM  i  Brd* 
damerkur'Sandf  aiiver  which  I  had  be^  taught,  by  Caplttu 
Scheel,  to  r^ard  as  the  most  formidable  and  dar^ijeions  of 
all  the  fivers  in  ledand,  I  proceeded  towards  die  sand,  which 
I  gained,  after  fbrding  a  pretty  broad  river,  oalled  the  F^. 
dbrtf.  Its  banks  are  lined  with  paces  of  turf,  and  lai^ge 
fragments  of  trees,  which  it  carries  down  ftxmi  the  interior 
oftbeTdkul. 

The  potttion  and  origin  cS  this  YOkul  nre  quile  peculiar^ 
It  is  not  so  much  a  mountain,  as  an  immense  fidd  of  ic^ 
about  twenty  mHes  in  length,  fHteen  in  breadth,  and  rising, 
at  its  grec^st  elevation^  to  the  height  of  about  four  hundi:ed 
feel  above  the  level  <^  the  sand  The  whole  of  die  space  it 
occnj^es  has  ori^nally  been  a  beaul^ul  and  fertile  plain, 
wfaidi  continued  to  be  inhalnted  for  several  centuries  after 
the  occupation  of  the  island;  but  was  desolated  in  the  dire 
catastrophe  that  happened  in  the  fourteenth  century,  wh«i 
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not  fewer  than  six  vdcanoea  ware  in  action  at  the  same  thn^^ 
and  poured  incobc»Yable  destruction  to  the  distance  of  near 
a  hundred  miles  along  the  ooeat  *  While  the  snow-moun* 
tuns,  in  the  intericx*^  have  been  dischar^g  their  waters 
through  this  level  tract,  vast  masses  c^  ice  must  have  been 
carried  down  by  the  floods^  some  of  which,  being  arrested 
in  their  progress,  have  settled  on  the  j^n,  and  o^bstrucUng 
the  jNeces  which  followed,  they  have  gradually  accumulated, 
till,  at  last,  the  fresh  masses  that  were  carried  to  ^ther  ade 
by  the  current,  have  reached  the  adjacaiit  mountains,  and 
tlie  water,  not  having  any  other  passage,  has  forced  its  way 
through  the  diasms  in  the  ice,  and  formed  channels,  whidi, 
with  more  or  less  variation,  it  may  have  filled  to  the  present 
periods 

This  thecwy  of  the  formatiofi  of  the^Breidamark  Yohdf 
will,  in  my  opinion,  not  only  account  for  its  angular  situa- 
tion, but  also  exi^ain  ita  jvogressive  motion,  and  otba*  re- 
markable phenomena  connected  wiih  this  iq)ecies  of  ice-moun- 
tains. Of  its  progress  towards  the  sea,  I  was  furnished  with 
tfie  amplest  pnx^  on  pasnng  along  the  margin.  About  die 
distance  of  a  quartar  €i  a  mUe  from  the  south-east  com^of 
die  Ydkul,  I  waa  surprised  to  find  it  traversing  the  track 
made  in  the  sand  by  those  who  had  travelled  this  way  the 
preceding  year;  and,  before  readiing  the  pmnt,  I  again  dis- 
covered a  track,  which  had  been  made  only  dght  days  |Nne« 
viouB  tx>  my  arrival,  lost  and  swallowed  up  in  the  ice.  The 
aamefact  is  confirmed  by  a  ccNnparison<tf  the  pi^esent  length 
of  the  river,  with  what  it  was  about  fiAy  years  efgo.  Olafsen 
and  FoveIsen,-f  describing  it  as  the  shortest  river  in  Icdand, 
state  it  to  have  been  scarcely  a  Danish  mile,  or  about  five 
British  miles,  from  its  i^^ress  to  its  junction  with  the  sea  at 
f he  time  they  passed  it ;  whereas  it  does  not  now  ajqiear  to 
exceed  a  British  mile  in  length.  Now,  gofaig  back  to  its 
foundation,  we  shall  suppose  the  Ydkul  did  not  originally 
occupy  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  brecUllh ;  or  thai 


♦  Olaftcn  dg  Pordjtn'i  Bd«c,  pi.  787j  and  Mr  Pftu2M»*fi  MS.  lefentd  to  p.  197- 
t  IUi«,  p.  7«5. 
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tins  was  the  extreme  thieknefis  of  the  barrier,  oonmstkig  of 
fragments  of  ice,  by  which  the  mehed  snow  from  the  moun- 
tains was  obstruct^  in  its  course.  Deranging  the  original 
eonsdtution  of  the  masses  of  ice,  the  wat^  must  alternately 
have  flowed,  and  been  dammed  up,  now  perforating  into 
this  cavern,  and  now  into  diat,  while,  gmning  flresh  strengtii 
from  the  quantity  accumulated  beliind,  it  has  at  last  carried 
the  greater  part  of  the  iee-wall  befiyre  it  to  some  distance, 
and  agaon  left  it  to  settle^  as  soon  as  it  got  vent  into  the 
l^ain.  The  dqxisitions  of  ice,  &c  would  soon  fill  up  die 
space  that  had  been  left;  and  new  obstacles  being  presented 
to  therirer,  by  the  faffing  ki  of  the  chasms  and  vaulted  p^ 
sages  dueough  whieh  it  flowed,  sueeessive  revolutions  of  the 
same  kind  would  ensue.  The  force  of  the  water  rushing 
into  new  caverns,  the  Tent  given  to  the  imprisoned  air,  and 
the  expan&ive  power  of  the  frost,  accumulated  in  a  degree 
proportionate  to  a  body  of  such  magnitude,  nmst  all  have 
combined  to  elevate  aod  convulse  the  Ydkul;  while  the 
mow  and  ice  it  has  been  collecting  for  the  space  of  tckut 
hundred  years,  will  sufidently  account  for  its  pesent  siae 
jmd  form.  What  c(»rroborates  this  hypothesis  is  the  fact, 
that  it  is  only  in  summer  it  advances,  after  a  strong  thaw  on 
the  snow-mountains ;  at  whidi  time,  also,  the  river  which  it 
dischai^es,  is  poured  forth,  now  at  one  place,  and  now  at 
another.  On  such  occasions,  the  natives  say.  Thai  er  Hlaup 
i  AmAy  <<  there  is  a  run  in  the  river  ;^  and  generally  view  it 
SB  unfordable^  on  account  of  the  rapidi^  of  the  current,  and 
the  large  masses  of  ice  which  it  hurls  fiom  the  bowels  of  the 
Ydkul  down  to  the  sea.  If  this  field  of  ice  be  not  entirely 
carried  away  by  some  awftd  convulsion  in,  the  mountains  be* 
hind  it,  the  progress  it  is  making  will  soon  bring  it  to  the 
sea;  aad,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  all  communication 
between  the  southern  and  eastern  distr^  by  this  route  will 
beeut<^« 

In  confirmation  of  the  actual  motion  of  this  Ydkul,  it  is 
with  pleasure  I  lay  before  the  reader  the  following  interest- 
ing extracts  frmn  a  Danish  MS.  in  my  possesion,  written 
by  the  learned  surgeon  Svend  Paulson,  and  contaiping  a 
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physical,  geographical,  add  hMmeal  deicriptioii  of  the  ke 
mouiUaiiiB  in  Iceland :  ^<  The  YiSkvA  fiver,  whidi  aball  af- 
terwards be  described,  divideo  Breidamark  YShd  into  two 
parts  intamally.  The  division  to  the  west  of  the  river  is 
mor&sbping,  ^nd  its  margin  is  lower,  thinner,  and  OKHre  ir- 
fegttlar :  it  haa  also  a  number  of  rents,  and  much  gravel  lies 
gw  its  surface.  Both  on  the  surface,  and  in  fitmt  of  the 
Yokul,  a  number  of  sand  banks  make  their  appearance.  The 
eastern  division,  on  the  other  hand,  is  quite  compact,  and 
ffee  from  fissures;  itsmaigm  i8  8teq>,andrttes4othehagfat 
pf  frcNu  oxteen  to  twenty  fathoms.  It  is  free  fixn  gravel, 
nnly  a  quantity  <^  sand  has,  from  time  to  lime,  been  drift- 
ed on  its  surfiftce.  There  are  no  h^hts  i|i  fitwU,  and  the 
Cfdcur  of  th#  ice  is  that  of  a  light  grey.  From  these  dr* 
IRimstanoes  it  is  evident,  liuit  thewestmi  divismi  haa  been, 
INEid  still  is,  in  greater  motion  than  the  eastern,  though  no 
iremarkable  retrogressicn  has  been  observod  similar  to  diat 
of  the  Skeidard  Ybkul.  Its  motion  consists  in  a  eoostaat 
but  gentle  progression.''  After  endeavouring  to  aoeountfiv 
the  foimatioii  of  the  Yokul,  Mr  Paulson  adds,  in  a  nott^ 
^«  Such  were  the  a{q)earapoe8  of  this  Yokul  in  the  summer 
pf  1793,  when  I  travelled  past  it  the  first  time ;  but  the  icL 
lowing  Bummer  it  had  entu^y  changed  its  position.  The 
division  on  the  east  nde  of  the  river  had,  by  that  time,  ad- 
vanced at  least  SOO  fintluHns  iiom  the  lin^  described  by  its 
mar;g^  the  preceding  year.  The  margin,  at  thait  time 
smooth  and  soUd,  was  now  completdy  altered,  eyhihitii^ 
in  one  direction,  large  fissures  and  pyramids ;  in  another, 
it  was  wlK^y  excavated,  and  conusted  of  immense  masses  of 
ice,  that  had  been  thrown  fibwn  from  the  main  body  of  the 
Y5kul.  In  those  pUoes  where  the  margin  still  remained 
smooth  and  unaltered,  it  was  visibly  much  devated,  and 
bulged  put  in  the  middle,  like  an  earthen  wall  that  is  at  the 
point  of  bursting  by  water  collected  behind  it  There  was, 
beades,  a  constant  romUing  heard  from  the  interior  of  the 
Yokul ;  and  small  streamlets  ran  here  and  there  out  of  the 
fissures,  accompanied  with  a  cKsagreeable  mist,  and  a  pene- 
trating  ineupportaUe  cokL    The  part  cf  the  Ydkul  that 
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iiad  didden  fiHrthert  forward  was  tfao  mott  eaatsrfy,  doae  f» 
the  river  Vedura,  where  it  compietdy  covo^d  the  heigbta 
mentioiied  §  25 ;  bui  it  tiow  appeared  to  have  eommcwtfed 
its  retrrit,  a  nunbcr  of  sand  hills  havuig  heonue  visible  in 
fxoKkt. 

^  Tlus  progKssion  of  the  Y<^1  took  plaoe  iU  of  a  siid« 
den,  without  aay  extraordinary  disehaige  of  waler^  afaouA 
Whitsuntide^  the  idx)iire-ii»ntk»ied  year ;  and,  niiik  it  ooft* 
tinued,  the  neighbouring  tracts  were  exposed  Ao  a  conlinital 
mist)  cold,  and  a  small  drizzling  ram,  which  tiie  inhabit.ajita 
aambed  to  the  YdkuL'' 

All  aloqg  the  xnaBtpn^  and  a  considerable  way  back,  wene 
deep  indentatJons,  and,  in  some  places,  diasms  of  an  immepsc 
size,  that  penetrated  £uther  than  the  eye  coald  reach,  aal 
in  whidi  I  could  hear  the  distant  dashing  of  the  wat^r  am  it 
fell  firom  the  surface  of  the  YokuL  Thejooarg^  consiated^ 
tar  the  most  part,  of  large  flat  pieces  of  ice  lying  in  aU  di<- 
rectiims:  sometimes  it  was  as  poyendicular  as  a  wall;  aib 
others,  the  ice  ky  iKurizoDtally,  forming  vast  crystal  grot* 
toes;  and,  what  particularly  struck  me,  was  a  number  of 
smaU  cavities  and  celk,  in  such  parts  of  the  sur&oe  of  the 
ice  as  were  not  exposed  to  the  sun,  which  wens  fiUed  widhi 
tbe  most  beautiful  pyramidic  crystals,  ficom  a  quarter  of  air 
indi,  to  an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter.  In  s(»ne  places,  the. 
iBterior  of  die  grottoes  was  completely  studded  with  these^ 
crystal  groups,  sparkling  with  a  dazzling  lustre,  and  assum* 
ii^  various  hues,  according  as  they  were  more  oriess  expen- 
sed to  the  light 

Towards  the  bottom  of  the  slope,  the  ice  has  eolleatad  so 
much  sand  and  clay,  that  it  astumes  a  Uack  and  dark  grey 
coloiir :  higher  up,  irheate  the  heat  of  the  sun  has  kss  influx 
enoe,  the  winter  snows  remain  undisBoked,  and  give  the  Y<>» 
kul  a  wrfaiter  appearance ;  and,  what  is  remarkable,  at  wme 
^atanee  from  the  margin,  a  vast  number  of  round  fnllan, 
resembfittg  sugar-loaves,  only  nunre  pointed  at  the  top,  be< 
gin  to  rise  above  the  sur&ce,  and  extend  back  to  die  regions 
of  snow.  They  are  quite  black  in  appearance,  and  may  be 
fiiom  three  to  twenty  feet  in  hei{^    Where  the  Yi5kulhaa 
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pushed  foTirurd  m  one  direction,  and  again  receded,  large 
heapa  of  day,  sand,  and  turf,  are  thrown  up,  so  as  to  fcnrm  a 
catenation  dP  small  hills  round  its  base;  but  where  its  pio- 
gress  is  continuing,  no  such  hills  are  seen ;  only  fiirrowsare 
laid  open  in  the  sand,  by  the  sharp  projecting  jneces  of  ice, 
and  the  sand  is  raised,  precisely  as  the  ground  by  a  plough, 
to  either  side.  .  In  sbme  places,  I  could  plainly  observe  the 
BU)ticAi  of  the  sand;  but  whether  it  arose  from  the  actual 
progress  of  the  Yokul,  or  merely  from  the  dissolution  c^  the 
ice,  I  shall  not  determine.  Before  getting  within  lee  of  the 
margin  of  the  Yokul,  I  was  keenly  sensible  of  the  extremes 
of  heat  and  cold ;  a  sharp  piercing  wind  Mowing  fVom  the 
Yokul  on  the  one  nde,  while  the  soordiing  rays  ai  the  sun 
beat  on  the  other.  On  reaching  the  ke,  the  odd  entirdy 
oeas^,  and  I  iiras  thrown  ifeito  a  yiide^tperspiratian^  though 
ntting  at  ease  on  my  horse. 

About  one  oVIock,  we  arrived  at  the  usual  channel  of  the 
liver,  which  lay  at  least  ten  feet  bek>w  the  general  surfiice  of 
the  sand;  and  were  surprised  to  find  that,  as  fiur  as  we  could 
Bee,  there  was  not  the  least  appearance  of  water.  The  guide 
was  the  more  alarmed  at  this,  as,  how  much  soev^  the  river 
had  shifted  its  course  each  summer,  it  was  alwajrs  distincdy 
visible  from  this  spot ;  and,  only  eight  days  before,  when  a 
Danish  gentleman  passed  this  way,  it  had  flowed  in  the 
diannd  before  us.  Having  descended  into  this  channd, 
aind  proceeded  to  sbme  distance,  not* without  difficulty,  owing 
to  the  numerous  holes,  filled  with  quicksand,  that  had  been 
formed  by  the  melting  of  the  large  masses  of  ice  deposited 
tliere  on  the  subsiding  of  the  water,  the  guide  averred,  that 
the  river  had  entirely  disappeared ;  and,  looking  at  me,  told 
me,  seriously,  he  bdieved  I  was  endowed  with  a  superior  de- 
gree  of  good  fortune  to  any  other  traveller  that  had  ever  passed 
this  way.  Urging  iiim  to  proceed  with  me  a  little  farther, 
till  we  should'  leom.  the  certainty  of  the  matter,  we  bad  not 
Tfode  a  quarts  of  a  mile,  ere  we  were  convinced,  by  its  tu- 
Aodtuous  roar,  and  the  height  of  its  Ineakers,  that  the  river 
not  only  existed,  but  waa  as  impetuous  and  dangerous  as 
cvor.    The  neaier  we  approadied  it,  the  more  fi^rmidaUe  it 
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appeared ;  and  I  certainly  would  not  have  had  the  courag* 
to  attempt  fordh^  it,  bad  it  not  been  for  the  confidence  ior 
sfiwed  hf  the  fdlowing  lines  of  the  (lebrew  bard; 

^'  Jehov9b !  the  floods  lift  up, 
'*  The  floods  lift  up  their  voice ; 
*^  The  floods  lift  up  their  waves. 

"  Than  the  voice  of  many  waters, 

'<  Mightier  than  the  breakers  of  the  lea, 

'f  Idighty  on  high  is  Jehovah  r    Psalm  xcfiL  9,  4. 

Croeang  several  infaior  branches,  we  gained  a  sand4>ank« 
pait  wUch  the  {nrindpal  stream  was  rolled ;  but  the  current 
was  stf  impetuous,  and  the  huge  shoals  of  ice  that  were  hurU  . 
ad  akng  seemed  so  di£BcuIt  to  be  avoided,  that  our  guide 
deemed  it  more  advisable  to  attempt  the  passage  of  the  Yd* 
kul  itsdf,  directly  above  the  egress  of  the  river.  Thou^ 
rarely  practicable  by  horses,  it  is  sddom  the  Yokul  may  nol 
be  crossed  on  foot ;  and  it  is  only  in  this  way  that  sheep  can 
be  ocmveyed  to  the  opposite  side.  Leaving  his  horse,  there* 
fbve^  he  dimbed  up  among  the  cavities  and  walls  of  ice,  in 
qkAbx  to  look  for  a  passage ;  but  the  fissures  and  chasms 
were  so  tremoidous,  that  he  was  obliged  to  desist  fiom  the 
perilous  attempt,  kst,  nussipg  a  foot,  he  should  be 

I     ■    ^*  Transfixed,  numbUin  icy  cells, 

"  Or  shrouded  in  un&tbom'd  folds  of  snow." 

The  source  of  the  river  was  only  two  stone-casts  from  us, 
tdience  the  water  bcnled  and  raved  to  a  most  furious  de« 
gree,  now  rising  and  now  subuding,  yet  constantly  carrying 
out  with  it  immense  firagments  of  ioe,  which  it  swept  along 
to  the  sea. 

Ontheretumof  our  guide,  we  rode  a  little  fiuther  down« 
and  aa  there  was  no  other  alternative,  we  entered  the  stream  ; 
the  guide  going  first  with  his  Id^  pole,  in  order  to  probe 
the  bottom,  my  servant  and  the  baggage  hcnrses  following  af- 
ter, while  I  inyself  brought  up  the  rear.  Having  gc^  so 
deep  that  the  water  had  no  long^  a  free  passiige  between. 
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our  horset*  l^^s^  it  rose  like  a  wave  against  thrar  sides,  and 
the  curroit  being  strong  and  rapid,  threatened  to  swe^  us 
all  bef<n^  it  As  the  guide^s  tkurse  was  not  strong,  he  was 
very  nearly  borne  down,  the  baggage-horses  were  also  swung 
round,  and  my  own,  though  possessing  more  strength  than 
any  of  them,  when  he  foimd  the  ciurent  getting  too  strong 
for  him,  threw  himself  against  the  stream  ride,  and  almost 
precipitated  me  into  the  flood.  Owipg  to  the  suddenness 
with  which  he  assumed  this  position,  I  was  aj^rehensive 
that  the  stream  had  carried  his  feet  out  from  below  him ; 
but  I  soon  found  it  was  a  natural  instinct  in  the  animal, 
prompting  him  to  recline  wiih  all  his  weight  against  the  im- 
petuosity of  the  water ;  and,  balancing  myself  as  weU  as  I 
could,  I  sat  in  great  suiqp^se  till  he  brought  me  to  flie  op. 
posite  bank.  Nor  did  our  dangers  terminate  here.  We 
had  still  several  branches  to  ford,  scarcely  less  furious  dian 
that  we  had  crossed ;  and  I  had  net|gaiaed  one  of  the  banks 
two  minutes,  when  a  huge  piece  of  ice,  at  least  thirty  feet 
square,  was  carried  past  me  with  resistless  force.  The  foam- 
ing of  the  flood,  the  crashing  of  the  stones  hurled  against 
one  another  at  the  bottom,  and  the  masses  of  ice  which,  ar« 
rested  in  their  course  by  some  large  stones,  caused  the  wa- 
ter  to  dash  over  them  with  fury,  produced  altc^ietbor  an  ef^ 
feet  on  the  mind  never  to  be  oUiterated. 

Having  reached  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  in  safety,  we 
all  took  off  our  hats,  and  returned  thanks  to  the  God  of  our 
Uves  for  his  kind  care  and  protecting  mercy,  of  which  he 
had  afibrded  us  so  ngnal  an  experience  on  this  occasion.  It 
now  became  a  questicA  what  line  of  conduct  the  guide  ought 
to  adopt  He  was  so  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the 
dangers  he  had  just  escaped,  that  he  had  scarcely  the  reso* 
lution  to  return;  jret,  reflecting  that  his  absence  would 
create  great  alarm  in  his  wife  and  family,  natural  affectioQ 
at  length  {M'evaikd,  and  having  obtained  a  p^Dmise  that  we 
would  not  set  off  till  we  saw  him  on  the  oppomte  bank,  he 
again  braved  the  fury  of  the  flood ;  and  after  a  number  of 
narrow  escapes,  we  could  but  just  descry  the  appointed  sig- 
nal-HK>  gr^  was  liie  distance  between  us. 
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From  the  egress  of  tberiytf,  Breidapmrk  Yokul  6t|)et€he» 
in  a  north-west  direetioo,  tUl  it  is  rdliev«d  by  the  dr0^  F&- 
Jculi  the  lower  division  of  whidi  is  spread  over  the  low  ommii^ 
Cains  that  line  the  coast,  aad  is  qvit«  green,  while  the  u^ 
per  regions,  conmttog  of  the  purest  snow,  tower  to  the  height 
of  6^40  feet  in  the  horison.  *    Between  the  two  YdkftUs,  4 


*  As  Ortt/b  Ybkul  is  the  highest  mountain  In  Icdand,  it  is  presuni^  die 
Allowing  description  of  its  aseeot  ta&  Mr  Paulson's  MS.  viH  not  be  onS^' 
tersBting  to  thensder. 

<'  We  left  Qcitkir^  (a  small  soUtaty  iaim  at  the  eastern  hase  of  the  mono- 
tain,)  a  quarter  before  six  jn  the  morning  of  the  Ilth  of  August,  1794,  with  a 
dear  atmosphere  and  calm  weather,  after  having  fbmiriied  ourselves  widi  a  ba- 
rometer, a  thenoaometer,  a  small  compass,  a  pdnted  hammer,  a  long  pole,  and« 
rope  about  ten  firthoma  in  leag^  Our  roBU  lay  tip  the  predpitons  monntpiins, 
y^hich  form  the  base  of  the  Ydkul,  tiU  ure  gained  the  ice  at  a  quarter  befoae 
nine  o'clock,  when  we  rested  a  few  minutes  on  a  small  height,  at  the  base  of 
which  we  observed  several  specimens  of  the  beautifbl  Alpine  plant.  Ranunculus 
mhndh^  some  of  which  had  already  withered.  Snefa  as  had  recently  Uoasomed 
had  snow-white  petala,  but  those  of  longer  standing  were  more  or  less  red,  re- 
wmbling  a  safiron  yellow.  Thif  piMt  is  veiy  raidy  to  be  met  with  an  the 
Soi^em  Alps  of  Icdand.  The  Urometer  had  now  fallen  from  26<' 4^',  wheae 
it  stood  at  QoisX:^,  to  2(i>*  44%  «id  the  heat  was  Si'  of  Beammw.  Themar- 
gin  of  the  Ybkul  had  evidently  pushed  Ibrward  against  ibt  height  on  which  we 
atooA,  and  raised  a  wdl  of  small  stoi^  and  sand  neadyhalf  up  ksside,  but 
had  agun  retvealed  to  the  distance  of  several  fadioma, 

*'^  Having  bound  mysdf  to  my  two  compamons  by  means  of  the  rope,  lea* 
¥ing  a  distance  of  two  fiuhoms  between  eadi,  that  we  mig|it  assist  each  other,  in 
case  any  of  ns  should  happen  to  fidl  into  a  rent  of  the  iee,  we  proceeded  up  the 
Ybkul,  bat  had  scarecfy  advanced  twenty  paces,  when  we  heard  a  noise  louder 
i^tma  thunder,  ranning  aa  it  were  longitudinally  throu^  die  whole  ice  mountain 
6om  S.  to  N.  accompanied  with  a  perceptible  concussion  under  our  ftet,  which 
lasted  for  about  a  minute.  My  companions  now  wished  to  return,  but  though 
iSm  diock  retarded  our  progrew  a  few  moments,  akindof  natnrdhnpnlse  to  vi- 
sit these  icy  Alps  prompted  me  to  continue  my  ascent ;  and  we  \fterwa^ 
£mnd,  that  the  report  was  oceaeioned  by  what  is  called  FuAio-Areitr,  or  Ybkul- 
borat,  the  ice  having  disrupted  and  &Uen  in  fiom  either  side  of  a  gull^,  about 
S  mSe  (five  'C-ng^fK  mges)  in  length*  -  We  continued  our  route  up  the  south- 
east side  of  the  Ybkul  where  it  was  least  aodivilous,  passing  a  number  of  blade 
iiifb  racks,  and  owsting  a  nnikiplicity  of  fissures  deeper  than  the  eye  could 
leeeh.  Here,  as  is  common  at  sndi  devations,  the  atmosphere  get  toe  thin  te 
admit  of  eur  breathing  with  freedom.  One  of  eur  party  was  so  much  affected, 
and  fdt  such  an  inclination  to  sleep,  that  he  remained  behind  us,  and  on  lying 
down  on  the  bare  ice,  immediacdy  fdl  asleep ;  the  other,  natmally  street  to  a 
beating  at  the  heart  and  mdandioly,  fbund  himself  moee  relieved  and  cheerful 
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uartmr  black  mountttn  rears  its  peaked  summits,  and  thoai^ 
cogulphed  in  eternal  snows,  its  sides  and  gullies  are  doAed 
widi  verdure,  and  the  neighboining  cottagers  drive  their 
sheep  over  the  ice  to  feed  there  during  the  summer.  In  oar 
progress  across  the  sand  we  wert  met  bj  several  other  oon- 
mderaUe  rivers,  the  principal  of  wUdi  are  the  Breiddj  the 
DeUdarAy  and  the  HruiAj  but  none  of  them  occaskned  us 
any  difficulty ;  leaving  which,  we  came  to  the  south-east 
oomer  of  the  Orqfii  Yokviy  where  we  obtained  the  view  of 
a  magnificent  glader  which  has  been  precipitated  fiom  near 
the  summit  of  that  Y^ul,  and,  on  coming  in  contact  with 
BreidamiMrk  Yokul,  it  appears  to  have  impelled  it  forward 
to  some  distance. 

We  now  entered  a  tract  the  most  dcdeful  and  ha^;ard 
that  can  possibly  be  concdved.  It  consists  of  the  ruins  of 
a  range  of  mountains  that  had  been  convulsed  to  their  vei^ 
foundati<His  in  the  year  136S,  when  the  Ydkul  burst  widi 

the  fai^wr  we  Mocnded,  wichoQtbeliigteiuibkofany|MitkulttiiM]giieftoiBdie 
tenuity  of  the  air.  We  at  length  gained  the  aouth-east  peak  of  the  Yoknl  ata 
quarter  before  twehre  o*dodL,  and  found,  that,  in  conjunction  with  the  tfiree  or 
four  other  peaks  to  the  west  and  north,  it  deseribea  the  aide  of  an  immcBidj 
largeaater  of  a  circular  fonn.  Tbeae  peaks  on  the  fununit  of  the  YSkoi  are 
so  precipitous,  that  the  mass  of  ice  has  in  dificrsnt  ^aoss  disengaged  itsdf^  sd4 
follen  down  from  tiieoi,  leaving  a  number  of  Uaek  calcined  rocks,  the  tops  of 
which  are  covered  with  hats  of  frozen  snow,  and  for  the  most  part  inacceoibfei 
asasin^folse  step  would  inevitably  precipitate  the  traveller  into  the  unfotfaon- 
able  duwms  at  their  base.  The  baiDmeter  foil  here  to  89«  6f^,  or  5*  10^',  fieo 
what  it  was  at  QMdr.  The  thermometer,  at  the  same  height  with  our  eye 
from  the  surface  of  the  Yiflnil,  stood  at  WY*  of  Reaumur.  The  atmoqpboe 
was  dear,  and  the  wind  blew  keenly  from  die  north.  We  could  not  disoorcr 
any  irregqlaiity  of  the  compass,  and  the  wholeof  its  variatk>n  was  two  points  to- 
waids  the  west 

«' The  prospect  was  naturanyenchantfaig.  We  had  a  view  of  all  the  Yakdf 
and  mountains  towards  the  north-east,  between  Ae  spot  on  which  we  stood  ssd 
Homqfiordy  and  the  situatkm  oi  M&fitbygdiry  a  little  to  the  north-west  of  BreiiO' 
mark  mountain,  from  whidi  two  chains  of  sandy  and  stony  mountains  projeet 
towards  the  south*east,  to  the  spot  ii4iere  the  river  breaks  forth  ftvm  the  foumls- 
tk>n  of  the  YokuL  Towards  the  west,  the  ByofiaOa  Y8kul  rose  mi^estksDy 
before  us,  and  in  a  northerly  direction,  we  ooidd  descry  die  summit  of  5jtJ4fi>^ 
but  were  prevented  from  seeing  the  regions  in  the  tnXava  by  the  peaks  of  tbs 
Ydkul  intercepting  our  view.  We  agaia  readied  Qvis/bfr,  mudi  fetigued,  sboa» 
half-past  four  o'doek  in  the  afternoon.*' 
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m  dreadAiI  titjdonon^  and  oomjdetdy  devastated  the  ooost  in 
the  vidnity.  All  around  us  lay  immenee  masses  of  tuffii 
or  hardenol  day,  filled  with  innunierable  small  black  stones^ 
whidi,  upborne  by  the  vidaioe  erf*  subterraneous  heat, 
have  been  whiried  down  in  this  dire^ion,  and  lodged  in  the 
wildest  confiiflon  along  the  foot  of  the  Yokul.  Towards 
the  heart  of  the  mountain  stretched  a  ^oomy  gulley^  termi^ 
nated  by  rugged  diapeless  rocks,  round  which,  in  every  di- 
reetioo,  lay  masses  of  hoary  ice,  connecting  with  the  Yd» 
kul  bdiind,  and  mizii^  in  every  possible  form  with  the  an* 
Gient  ompted  matter  of  die  vok»no;  so  that  to  no  place 
could  the  poetic  descripticm  of  the  thnme  of  winter  xooxe 
aptly  or  mmre  literally  ap^y : 

^  Beyond  the  pointed  cliffs  that  girt  the  coast. 
Extending  to  the  dark  horizon  rounds 
Were  huge  dark  masses  of  mis-shapen  rocks^ 
WiUi  dreary  glens  between^  tude  defiles^  fill'd 
With  firosen  snow,  acciimulatifig  still. 
And  glaciers  vast  of  everlasting  ice ; 
A  dieeiiess  solitade,  where  nought  was  heard 
But  the  wild  uproar  of  contending  winds. 
Which,  howling,  swept  at  intervals  the  waste."  * 

Leaving  this  singularly  gloomy  desert,  we  passed  over  a 
s]<q[mig  hiU,  for  the  most  part  covered  with  moss,  and  inter^ 
aectedby  deep  ravines,  made  by  the  inundations  firom  the  Yo« 
kul,  and  came  into  a  level  tract  called  HnappafelU'^andar, 
conristing  of  fragments  of  obsidian,  pumice,  slag,  and  large 
erupted  masses  of  tuffi^  scHne  of  which  are  entire,  and  others 
have  been  qilit  into  sevaral  divisions  by  the  violence  of  thdit 
fall  The  north  ade  of  this  plain  is  bounded  by  a  hi^ 
ridge  of  precipitous  mountains,  on  which  the  Yokul  rests  at 
its  basis;  and  near  the  middle,  where  there  are  two  breaks 
in  the  ridge^  the  cliffs  stand  quite  insulated,  in  the  ccJd  em« 
hroce  of  two  glaciers,  which  hang  down  almost  perpendicu- 
larly to  the  very  end  of  the  phun.    About  aght  o^elock  in 

*  Poetkia  EffliaoDiy  p.  12.    Kendd*  1814 
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the  efmiag  we  armed  at  HnappmtlBri  so  ediad  fion  tha 
Ydkul  that  beatka  ovar  h  at  a  greet  baight,  in  wfaidi  than 
k  a  large  round  black  tpot^  1ik%  a  knap  or  button,  fimaing 
aetrikingaootraettotfaewlikaneeeofthesnoir.  ItcooMCa 
of  two  fimna^  v^nch  are  eituatad  daea  togelhar;  aad^  tt  I 
pitched  my  tant  between  them,  the  inhabitaBts  seemed  to 
(fiqnite  with  each  other  to  whom  the  right  of  hoeptahty 
ought  to  bebng^  bringing  me  barge  diefaaa  of  cneeUantCMoa^ 
and,  what  1  hadnot  befiweobeervwd  in  thaaast  oountry,  bag* 
gmg  I  wqukl  excuee  them  if  I  did  not  find  ft  m>pQlMed  m 
Imigfatwirfi.  Theproqiectofobtainingeopiesof tte^Kbie 
garethem  great  joj;  for  there  wan  none  ill  the  irkini^, 
and  someof  them  had  not.so  mud  as  atar  seen  the  paeeioos 
Tolume.  Scanty  and  precarious,  therefore,  as  the  jnttanoe 
is  which  nature  affords  them,  the  famine  they  labour  undar 
is  not  so  much  a  famine  of  bread,  or  a  thirst  for  watier,  as  a 
famine  of  the  words  of  the  Lord.  Blessed  be  his  name ! 
there  is  reason  to  hope,  that  before  twelve  months  have 
dapsed,  it  may  be  said  of  this  desert  {Orctfiy)  '<  it  shall  re- 
joice and  blossom  as  the  rose.  It  shall  blossom  abundantly^ 
and  rejoice  even  with  joy  and  singing:  the  glory  of  Lebanon 
shall  be  g^ven  unto  it,  the  excellency  of  Carmel  and  Sharon ; 
they  shall  see  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  and  the  excellency  of 
dur  C(od.  Then  the  ejres  of  the  blind  shall  be  opened,  and 
the  ears  of  the  deaf  shall  be  unstopped.  Th^  shdl  die 
'  hnne  man  Ieiq>  as  an  hart,  and  the  tongue  at  the  d^shsH 
ting :  for  in  the  wilderness  shall  waters  break  out^  and  streams 
in  the  desert,""  Isaiah  xxxv.  1,  %-^y  6. 

Direedy  opposite  to  HnappamdUr  is  the  promootofy  of 
Hgdlfi^^ik^  which  derives  its  name  from  the  drctnmrtanoe 
of  its  bemg  the  spot  where  Ingolf,  one  tR  the  first  Ncnrweu 
gtan  settkrs,  landed,  when  be  came  out  the  second  time  in 
«Kier  to  estdblish  himeolf  on  the  island.  It  has  or^mally 
fbraied  peat  ctf  the  main-land,  but  having  'been  separated 
fi^m  it  in  some  of  the  dreadful  convulnons  that  have  n^ 
in  the  Ttcinity,  it  now  forms  a  long  insulated  rock,  whidi 
rises  as  it  stretches  into  the  sea,  and  ultimately  falls  perpen- 
dicularly into  the  water.     At  this  jdaee  the  sand  reef  csid^ 


,  Digitized  by  VjOOQiC 


OTUETA  INGOLFSHOFBL  907 

wbk^  be^uaag  al  the  nortb  Ade  c£  Hammarsfiordy  runs 
■itong  tbe  wbole  ef  the  south-eftstem  coast,  at  Hbe  dbtanoe 
cf  fipon  one  to  two  miles  from  the  dtoie*  From  the  Hom» 
the  ooaet  stretches  in  a  south-westerly  directiovtill  it  reaches 
this  pMmontory,  when  it  innnediateiy  turns  due  west,  and 
cnnsistii  of  a  vast  level  tract,  for  the  most  part  sandy,  and 
mtermBded  in  dirors  places  by  fairoad  rivers  fircnn  the  snow 
and  loa  moimtMns :  the  inhabited  grounds  lying  along  the 
fatoat  e£  tbe  low  inoutaias,  which  project  ftmn  the  interior, 
and  line  the  sand  m  many  parts,  at  Ae  distance  of  fifteen 
and  twtsaty  nules  fimn  the  sea. 

BaCbre  leaving  this  statiim,  I  was  fiimidied  wilii  a  new 
pvoof  of  the  disinterestedness  of  Icelandic  hosptality.  As 
my  horses  now  hepok  to  get  very  fatigued  from  the  length 
and  nature  of  the  journey,  it  became  necessary  for  me  to 
have  thefli  exchanged;  and  mentioning  the  drcumstance  to 
onec^  the  peasants,  he  mstantly  trucked  a  strong  fresh  horse 
against  one  of  my  lean  ones,  without  so  much  as  expecting 
a  sin^slnlling  to  the  bargain.  This  the  natives  call  jle^to- 
kaup^  and  regard  it  as  a  duly  they  are  indispensably  bound 
lo  diachaige  towards  travellers  who  may  stand  in  need  of 
iheir  afllintsnfn  in  this  way. 

From  HnappaoeBir  die  road  lay  across  a  doping  swmnpy 
tract,  which  here  stretdies  down  from  the  foot  of  the  Ydkul, 
and  faraugfat  ua^  in  the  course  cf  an  hour,  to  the  brow  of  an 
abrupt  descent,  down  which  we  proceeded,  having  on  the 
\A  hand  the  beginmng  erf*  the  extenmve  sand  just  described, 
and  dose  by,  an  the  dght,  the  rudely  excavated  side  of  a 
lew  tnemntaia,  where  the  range  commences  which  forms  die 
laeof  theYokuL  Skirting  the  foot  of  these  mouiK> 
we  arrived  about  eleven  o^clock  at  a  £irm  called  Hqf) 
wheve^  as  my  servant  wished  to  transact  soane  business  with 
the  peaaant,  I  stopped  kft  nmre  than  two  hours.  A  little 
to  tbe  north  of  this,  I  was  shewn  a  high,  white,  and  comc^ 
flhaped  mountam,  on  the  summit  cf  urtneb  is  an  altar,  con* 
listing  <if  a  large  square  stone,  somewhat  hollowed  in  die 
middle,  idiere  huntan  sacrifices  wwe  presented  in  tbe  days 
ef  bealhfflMsm     The  pkoe  b  called  CMtt^h&irg.    All  the 
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mountains  in  the  Vidnity  are  very  {vedjntous;  0i'erhali|^ 
the  fanns  that  are  atuated  at  thcnr  base;  andbendes  having 
been  subjected  to  the  destructive  effects  of  subsequent  erup^ 
ticms,  iq>pear  evidently  to  be  of  volcanic  fonnation«  The 
£inner,  who  is  known  over  the  whole  island  by  the  name  of 
*^  David  of  the  wilderness,^  is  remarkable  on  acooont  of  his 
enthuuastic  fondness  for  anci^it  Scandinavian  literature,  and 
retains,  perhaps,  more  of  the  haUts  and  di^iositions  of  his 
forefathers  thaii  any  of  his  countrymen  at  the  present  day. 
He  possesses  upwards  of  a  hundred  sagas  in  MS.  most  of 
which  he  has  by  heart ;  and  confirms  almost  every  assertion 
by  a  long  quotation  of  ancient  authorities.  He  has  also  col- 
lected a  vast  number  of  more  recent  poems  and  riiymes,  and 
is  himself  a  rhymer. 

Having  exchanged  another  horse  at  this  place,  and  got 
some  of  the  rest  shod,  we  set  out  on  the  road  to  Skqfti^lf 
ft  farm  from  which  the  Syssels  derive  th^  name,  and  were 
accompanied  by  David,  who  undertook  to  guide  us  across 
the  tract  that  was  laide  waste  by  an  exundatkm  from  the 
western  division  of  the  Yokul,  in  the  year  llftl.  It  lies 
almost  directly  opposite  to  the  church  and  parsonage  of 
San^feU^  from  which  the  ice-mountain  behind  takes  the  name 
isS  &md/eirS'Yokuly  and  consbts  of  calcined  stones,  tufia, 
.  pumice,  and  immense  fragments  of  the  Yokul,  which,  sheL 
tered  from  the  heat  of  the  sun  by  the  ashes  and  smaU  stones 
that  cover  them,  remain  unmelted,  and  greatly  retard  the 
progress  of  the  traveller.  Some  of  the  stones  are  of  vast 
magnitude,  Uttle  inferior  to  houses;  and,  firom  the  large 
holes  with  which  they  are  perforated,  Bippemr  to  have  been 
exposed  to  an  uncommonly  strong  degree  of  subterraneous 
heat  As  no  authentic  account  c^  this  dreadful  exundation 
of  the  dra/&  volcano  has,  as  fieur  as  I  know,  ever  been  pub- 
lished in  England,  I  will  here  insert  the  translation  of  a 
letter,  addressed  by  Sira  Jon  Thcnrlakson,  at  that  time  mi- 
nister of  SanifeUy  to  Secretary  Okvius,  and  pubbshed  in  his 
Economical  Tr«veb  in  leekuul.  Copes.  1780,  4ta 

«« In  the  year  1727,  on  the  7th  of  AugtisI;,  which  waa 
the  tenth  Sunday  after  Trmitv,  afWr  die  commencement  o£ 
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divine  service  in  Ihe  church  of  iSandftU^  as  1  stood  before 
the  ahar,  I  was  sensible  of  a  gentle,  eoncussion  under  my 
feet,  which  I  did  not  mind  at  first;  but,  during  the  delivery 
of  the  sermon,  the  rocking  continued  to  ufknrease  so  as  to 
aUtrm  the  whole  congregation ;  yet  they  remarked  that  the 
like  had  often  happened  before.  One  of  them,  a  very  aged 
man,  repaired  to  a  spring,  a  little  below  the  house,  where 
he  pit)strated  himself  on  the  ground,  and  was  laughed  at  by 
the  rest  for  his  pains ;  but,  on  his  return,  I  asked  him  what 
it  was  he  wished  to  ascertain  ?  to  which  he  repUed,  «<  Be  on 
your  guard,  Sir  \  the  earth  is  on  fire  T  Turning,  at  the  same 
moment,  towards  the  church-door,  it  appeared  to  me,  and 
aU  who  were  present,  as  if  the  house  contracted  and  drew 
itself  t<^ther.  I  now  left  the  church,  necessarily  rumina- 
ting on  what  the  old  man  had  said ;  and  as  I  came  opposite 
to  MaufU  Plaga,  and  looked  up  towards  its  summit,  it  «p* 
peared  alternately  to  expand  and  be  heaved  up,  and  fall 
again  to  its  former  state.  Nor  was  I  mistaken  in^  this,  as 
the  event  shewed ;  for  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  we  not 
only  felt  frequent  and  vic^nt  earthquakes,  but  also  heard 
dreadfid  reports,  in  no  respect  inferior  to  thunder.  Every 
thing  that  was  standing  in  the  houses  was  thrown  down  by 
these  shocks ;  and  there  was  every  reason  to  apprehend, 
that  mountains  as  well  as  houses  would  be  overturned  in 
the  catastrc^he.  What  most  augmented  the  terror  of  the 
pqpple  was,  that  nobody  could  divine  in  what  place  the  dis- 
aster would  cNiginate,  or  where  it  would  end: 

♦•  After  nine  o^clock,  three  particularly  loud  reports  were 
beard,  which  were  almost  instantaneously  followed  by  several 
eruptions  of  water  that  gushed  out,  the  last  of  which  was 
the  greatest,  and  completely  carried  away  the  horses  and 
ether  animals'  that  it  overtook  in  its  course.  When  these 
exundatioas  were  ovar,  the  ice-mountain  itself  ran  down  into 
the  pkdn,  just  like  melted  metal  poured  out  of  a  crucible; 
and,  on  settling,  filled  it  to  such  a  height,  that  I  could  not 
disocyver  mtn^of  the  welUknown  mountain  Lomagnupr^  than< 
about  die  size  of  a  bird.  The  water  now  rushed  down  the* 
east  side  without  intermission,  cmd  totally  destroyed  what 
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little  of  the  pasture-grouHds  remained.  It  was  a  noost  piti- 
able  sight  to  behold  the  females  crying>  and  my  ndghbours 
destitute  both  of  counsel  and  courage:  however,  as  I  obser- 
ved that  the  current  directed  its  course  towards  my  house, 
I  removed  my  family  up  to  the  top  of  a  high  rock,  on  the 
side  of  the  mountain,  called  Dahkarditorfhy  where  I  caused 
a  tent  to  be  pitched,  and  aQ  the  church  utensils,  tqgeth^ 
with  our  food,  clothes,  and  other  things  that  were  most  ne- 
cessary, to  be  conveyed  thither;  drawing  the  condusioQ, 
that  should  the  eruption  break  forth  at  some  other  places 
this  height  would  escape  the  longest,  if  it  were  the  will  of 
God,  to  whom  we  committed  ourselves,  and  ranained  Uiere. 

<<  Things  now  assumed  quite  a  different  appearance.  The 
Yokul  itsdf  exploded,  and  funedpitated  masses  of  ice,  ma^ 
of  which  were  hurled  out  to  the  sea;  but  the  thickest  re- 
mained on  the  plain,  at  a  short  distance  Grom  the  foot  of  the 
mountain.  The  noise  and  reports  continuing,  the  atmo- 
sphere was  so  compl^ely  filled  with  fire  and  ashes,  that  dsj 
could  scarcely  be  distinguished  from  night,  by  reaacm  of  the 
darkness  which  fcdlowed,  and  which  wag  Ivunely  rendeied 
visible  by  the  Ught  of  the  fire  that  had  brd^en  thiough  five 
orsix  cracks  in  the  mountain.  In  this  mann^  the  pariskof 
Orce/a  was  tonhented  for  three  days  together :  yet  it  is  not 
easy  to  describe  the  disaster  as  it  was  in  reality ;  for  the 
sur&ce  of  the  ground  was  entirely  covered  with  pumice-saiid, 
and  it  was  impossible  to  go  out  in  the  open  air  with  safety, 
on  account  of  the  red-hot  stones  that  fdOi  from  the  atooo- 
sphere.  Any  who  did  venture  out,  had  to  cover  their  heads 
with  buckets,  and  such  other  wooden  utensils  as  could  affixd 
them  some  protection. 

<<  On  the  11th  it  cleared  up  alittlein  die  neigUxNirhood; 
but  the  ice-mountain  still  continued  to  send  forth  smoke  and 
flames.  The  same  day  I  rode,  in  company  with  three  others, 
to  see  how  matters  stood  with  die  parsonage,  as  it  was  most 
exposdd;  but  we  could  only  proceed  with  the  utmost  danger, 
as  there  was  no  other  way  except  between  the  ice-mountaiA 
and  the  Yokul,  which  had  been  precipitated  into  the  plain, 
where  the  water  was  so  hot  that  the  horses  ahnost  got  uiu 
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manageable;  and,  just  as  we  etitartained  the  Im^ ci getting 
through  by  this  passage,  I  biq^qpened  to  look  behind  me, 
when  I  descrieda  fresh  deluge  of  hot  water  directly  above 
me,  which,  had  it  reached  t^  must  inei^tably  have  swept  us 
before  it   Contrivii^,of  a  sudden,  to  get  on  the  ice,  I  called 
to  my  companioQS  to  make  the  utmort  expedition  in  follow* 
ing  me;  and,  by  this  mean^  we  reached  ScmdfM  in  safety. 
The  whc^e  of  the  farm,  together  with  the  cottages  of  two 
tenants,  had  been  destroyed ;  only  the  dwellii^Jiouses  re« 
mained,  and  a  few  spots  d*  die  fd9W.     The  people  stood  cry- 
ing in  the  church.     The  cows  which,  contrary  to  all  expec- 
tation, both  here  and  elsewhere,  had  escaped  the  disaster^ 
were  bwing  beside  a  few  hay.^stacks  that  had  been  duauu 
ged  during  the  eruption.     At  the  time  the  eximdation  of 
the  Yokul  broke  forth,  the  half  ct  the  people,  bekii^^ing  to 
the  parsonage,  wei^  in  fimr  newly-constructed  sheep^sotesi 
where  two  women  and  a  boy  took  reftige  on  tl^  roof  of  the 
highest;  but  they  had  hardly  reached  it,  when,  being  un- 
able to  resbt  the  fintse  of  the  thick  mud  that  was  borne 
against  it,  it  was  carried  away  by  the  deluge  of  hot  water, 
and^  as  far  as  the  eye  oould  reach,  the  three  unfortunate 
parsofos  Were  seen  clinging  to  the  roof.     One  of  the  women 
was  afterwards  found  among  the  substances  that  had  pro* 
ceeded  from  the  Yokul,  but  burnt,  and,  as  it  were,  parboil- 
ed ;  hcor  body  was  so  soft  that  it  cpuld  scarcely  be  touched. 
Every  thing  was  in  the  most  deplorable  condition.     The 
sfaeep  were  lost;  ac»ne  of  which  were  washed  up  dead  fnnn 
the  aea,  in  the  third  parish  from  the  Oroefk,    The  hay  that 
was  saved  was  found  insufficient  for  the  cows,  so  tiiat  a  fifth 
part  of  them  had  to  be  killed ;  and  the  roost  dT  the  hcrses, 
which  had  not  been  swept  into  the  oeean,  were  afterwards 
found  completely  mangl^.*   The  eastern  part  of  the  paridx 
of  Sida  was  also  destroyed  by  the  pumice  and  sand;  and 
the  inhabitants  were,  on  that  account,  obh^ed  to  kill  maar 
(^  their  cattle. 

*  According  to  Chief  Justice  Stephensen^s  itfttement,  not  fewer  than  60a 
sheep  and  160  horses  perished  in  this  eruption.  See  Iceland  in  the  Eighteentl^ 
Centxajy  p*  24.  Copen.  1808,  8vo. 
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^  The  mouhtain  continued  to  burn  night  and  day,  fronr 
the  8th  of  August,  as  already  mentioned,  till  the  banning 
of  summer,  in  the  month  of  April  the  following  year,  at 
which  time  the  stones  were  still  so  hot,  that  they  could  not 
be  touched ;  and  it  ^d  not  cease  to  emit  smoke  till  near  the 
end  of  summer.  Some  of  them  had  been  completely  cal- 
cined ;  some  were  black  and  full  of  holes ;  and  others  were 
so  loose  in  their  contexture,  that  one  could  blow  through 
them.  On  the  first  day  of  summer  1728,  I  went  in  com- 
pany with  a  person  of  quality  to  examine  the  cracks  in  the 
mountain,  the  most  of  which  were  so  large  that  we  could 
creep  into  them.  I  found  here  a  quantity  of  saltpetre,  and 
could  have  collected  it,  but  did  not  choose  to  stay  long  in 
the  excessive  heat.  At  one  place,  a  heavy  calcined  stone 
lay  across  a  large  aperture ;  and  as  it  rested  ona  small  basis, 
we  easily  dislodged  it  into  the  chasm,  but  could  not  observe 
the  least  sign  of  its  having  reached  the  bottom.  These  are 
the  more  remarkable  particulars  that  have  occurred  to  me 
with  respect  to  this  mountain ;  and  thus  God  hiuh  led  me 
through  fire  and  water,  and  brought  me,  through  much 
trouble  and  adversity,  to  my  eightieth  year.  To  Him  be 
the  honour,  the  praise,  and  the  glory  for  ever,^  Pp.  602— 
607. 

As  those  who  live  in  the  vicinity  of  the  volcano,  had  heard 
a  number  of  Yoklahlwd,  i.  e.  reports  in  the  Yokul  this  sum- 
mer, they  were  living  in  the  apprehension  that  a  fresh  revo- 
hition  was  at  hand ;  such  crackings  and  reports  being  con- 
sidered as  preciursors  of  the  calamitous  event  It  seems, 
however,  more  probable,  that  they  were  occasioned  merdy 
by  the  disruption  of  certain  parts  of  the  ice,  in  virtue  of  its 
own  weight ;  especially  as  it  has  made  considerable  approxi- 
mations towards  the  plain  since  last  winter.  It  was  my  in- 
tention to  have  rode  up  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  and 
visited  the  present  incumbent  of  SandfeU^  but  having  been 
apprised  of  his  absence  from  home,  I  pursued  my  course 
over  a  long  tract  of  ashes  and  sand,  which  was  ultimately 
relieved  by  a  morass,  that  appeared  to  have  the  same  mate- 
rials for  its  foundation.     The  farm  oi  SkqftqfiU,  lying  on 
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the  brow  of  a  hill,  was  conspicuous  at  a  ^stance,  but  we 
were  henighted  before  we  got  within  three  miles  of  it,  and 
had  two  formidable  rivers  to  cross,  the  one  of  which,  though 
not  so  broad,  had  nearly  as  rapid  a  ourent  as  that  of  the 
river  on  Brtidamcerkscmd,  After  we  had  rode  some  time 
in  die  direction  in  which  the  house  had  appeared  while  it 
was  light,  w^  came  to  the  eastern  bank  of  the  roaring  Skeu 
derd,  and  entered  a  deep  guUey  to  the  right,  but  were  in- 
stantly ampsted  by  a  steep  hili,  which  debarred  all  further 
progress.  Surrounded  as  we  were,  on  every  hand,  by  Yo- 
kuls  and  Yokul  rivers,  enveloped  in  darkness,  and  not  being 
able  to  find  any  pass  by  which  we  might  extricate  ourselves, 
we  b^an  to  feel  our  rituation  very  unpleasant,  and  it  is 
diiBcult  to  say  what  alternative  we  would  have  chosen,  had 
we  not  been  most  agreeably  relieved  in  the  midst  of  our 
perplexity  by  a  dog  which  *^  howled  from  the  hut  of  the 
hili,^  at  the  distance  of  not  more  than  a  stone-cast  above  us. 
Never  shall  I  forget  the  joyful  emotion  that  started  in  my 
breast  on  this  occasion ;  and  while  I  meditate  on  the  occur- 
rence, I  am  more  than  ever  convinced  that  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  chance  under  the  government  of  God,  and  that  all 
things,  whether  animate  or  inanimate,  rational  or  irrational, 
are  the  subjects  of  his  influence,  though  the  mode  of  that 
influence  be  hidden  from  us,  and  contribute,  each  in  its 
place,  and  according  to  the  nature  with  which  he  hath  en- 
dowed it,  to  the  advancement  of  his  infinitely  wise  and  gra- 
cious designs. 

On  the  10th,  we  had  a  continuation  of  the  same  clear  and 
favourable  weather  we  had  enjoyed  the  whole  of  the  week. 
As  one  of  the  baggage-horses  had  gone  astray  in  the  night, 
I  had  plenty  of  time  on  my  hand,  and  ascended  the  moun- 
tain bdiind  SkqfiqftUy  in  the  hopes  of  being  able  to  com- 
mand a  prospect  of  the  ice-mountains  in  the  interior ;  but 
after  I  had,  with  ccmsiderable  exertion,  reached  the  summit, 
I  had  the  disappointment  to  find,  that  a  long  ridge  of  rug- 
ged pointed  diflB  intercepted  the  view  in  that  direction. 
However,  I  had  no  reason  to  r^et  my  toil,  for  I  had  still 
A  noble  and  magnificent  exhibition  of  the  east  country  Yo- 
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kills.  To  the  aouth-east,  rose  the  Orasfii  Y'ohd^  i 
spJendour  and  altitude  with  the  meridian  sun.  Fr(M4 
gions  of  perpetual  snow,  descended  the  glaciars  of  i! 
Smrtqf^  and  Skqfiq^ttj  die  smaragdine  ap 
whose  base  had  the  most  vivid  and  enchanting  eflfectp' 
flat  sandy  country  in  front,  was  beautifully  divided  1 
multifJEuious  branches  d*  the  Skeideri^  which  has  ita^ 
dose  by,  and  pours  an  imm^ise  quantity  of  water  in 
main.  Below  me,  to  the  right,  lay  the  broad 
kuty  over  which,  towards  the  north,  appeared  the  ieet 
trains  in  the  vidnity  of  the  Skapta  volcano ;  while  i 
beyond  the  dark  {»t>jecting  Jusmagrmpr,  I  could  i 
lofly  EyqfiaOa  Yoktd;  to  the  north  of  which  rose  \ 
igneous  volcano  KoUugid,  whose  tremendously  y&^ 
ter  was  distinctly  visible.  Bdund  SkaftafOl  lies  a] 
extensive  valley  called  Mar&r-dalf  whidi  has  con 
parish  in  former  times ;  but  it  has  been  entirdy  de 
by  the  encroachments  of  the  surrounding  ice,  and  isi 
markable  for  nothing  but  its  stunted  fcxeot, 
mountiMn-arii,  Inrch,  and  willows,  and  a  hot  s|»ing,  the  J 
ter  of  which,  however,  is  not  hotter  than  to  admit  of  irfi# 
son'^s  holding  his  hand  in  it  without  beii^  scaldeh.  W^ 
vious  to  the  fourteenth  century,  the  whole  of  the  distncfe^iv' 
tween  this  place  and  Breidamark-sand,  farmed  afuliispf 
populous  tract,  under  the  denomination  of  Xii&i  J9mi^^ 
has  suiTered  so  much  fi^m  the  effects  of  volcanic  fiuyv  AK 
it  now  contains  only  eight  farms,  and  wdl  answers  to  its|M» 
^nt  name,  Orarfi^  or  "  the  Desart."  "?« 

Having  got  all  ready,  we  left  Ska/ia/iU  about  iiooDy# 
eompanied  by  the  peasant,  who  had  undertaken  toguid^ 
through  the  different  rivers  that  li^  in  our  way.  Folte 
ing  him  into  the  Skeiderdy  and  proceeding  in  a  zig-xag4^. 
reeUon  from  one  sand4>aiik  to  amtfher,  now  folding  91 
branches  ag^unst  the  current,  and  now  with  it,  we  got  atftm 
this  dangerous  river  without  much  difficulty  in  soroewlMt 
less  than  an  hour.  On  our  right  we  had  the  SouAern  S^ 
derd  Yokuiy  which  in  situaticm  and  sbe  pretty  mudi  resax^ 
bles  that  of  Breidamarky  only  itis  not  so  high.    Being  iw^ 
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eiLpofted  to  ashes,  sand,  &c.  from  the  adjacent  volcanoes,  it 
is  much  blacker  than  any  of  the  Yokuls  along  the  coast,  and 
its  aspect  is  rendered  still  darker  by  the  rocks  which  appear 
in  it  at  different  places,  and  which  it  has  carried  along  with 
it  from  their  original  beds  in  the  interior.  But  what  makes 
it  peculiarly  ronarkable,  is  the  alternate  progression  and  re- 
trogradation  to  whidi  at  certain  periods  it  is  subjected.  Some 
years  it  pushes  forward  till  nearly  in  a  Une  with  the  andent 
promontory  of  Lomagniupr^  and  Hi&i  moves  back  again  to 
the  distance  of  more  than  half  a  mile.  In  17S7,  when 
both  the  drae/h  wodNorthem  Skeideri  volcanic  Yokuls  were 
lA  activity,  this  low  Yokul  began  to  rock,  to  the  great  dan- 
ger and  consternation  of  some  peojde  who  happened  to  be 
travelling  on  the  sand  before  it.  According  to  the  account 
they  afterwards  gave,  it  moved  backwards  and  forwards,  un- 
duladng  at  the  same  time  like  the  waves  of  the  sea,  and 
spoutfaig  from  its  foundations  innumerable  rivers,  which  ap- 
peared and  vanished  again  almost  instantaneously,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  agitation  cf  the  YokuL  As  the  progress  it 
made  was  inccmsiderable,  the  spectators  saved  themselves  on 
a  sand-bank,  but  the  suddenness  and  ^mexpectedness  with 
wbidb  ttict  rivers  continued  to  rush  forth,  rendered  it  impos- 
able  to  travel  any  more  that  way  the  whole  summa:.  * 

On  reaching  the  middle  of  the  sand,  we  fell  in  with  the 
jremadns  of  the  projection  that  took  place  in  1787,  consisting 
of  an  elevation  of  from  thirty  to  fifty  feet,  and  covering  an 
extent  cf  several  acres^  the  surface  of  which  has  the  same  ap- 
pearance with  the  rest  of  the  sand.  At  first  I  had  no  idea 
of  its  bdng  any  thing  else  than  an  immense  sand  bank,  or  a 
rising  ground,  which  had  withstood  the  violence  <^the  floods; 
but,  after  riding  more  than  a  mile  on  it,  I  discovered  that  I 
was  proceeding  over  masses  and  caverns  of  ancient  ice;  and 
had  it  not  been  for  the  intelligence  and  experience  of  our 
^ide,  I  certainly  would  not  have  hazarded  the  prosecution 
of  my  journey  in  this  direction.  Descending  into  a  hollow, 
we  pc^^aed  through  between  extensive  pools  of  white  water, 

*  See  QlafMO^flog  Povelmti  Eeiae^  p.  780. 
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and  rounded  several  sources  from  which  considerable  mers 
were  poured  forth  into  the  sand.  This  re^on  may  be  about 
three  quarters  of  ^a  mile  from  the  present  mar^  of  the  Yo- 
kul;  and  near  the  middle  of  the  intervening  space  area 
number  of  inferior  heights  which  have  been  left  on  the  re- 
gress of  the  Yokul  4n  181^,  the  lost  time  it  was  observed 
to  be  in  motion. 

To  explain  the  cause  of  these  phenomena,  recourse  has 
been  had  to  a  subterranean  communication  between  this  Yo- 
kul and  the  neighbouring  volcanoes ;  but  its  progress  may  be 
accounted  for  on  the  same  principle  with  that  we  have  adcqpt- 
ed  in  regard  to  Bradamark  Yokul ;  and  it  seems  equally 
natural  to  conclude,  that  its  falling  back  is  occasioned  by  the 
sliding  down  of  the  hinder  parts  of  the  Ydkul  into  the  low 
space  that  had  been  occupied  by  die  vast  collection  of  water 
previous  to  its  having  rushed  into  the  icy  caverns  in  the  in- 
terior of  the  mountain,  from  which  it  has  again  been  emptied 
into  tiie  plain.  This  supposition  is  confirmed  by  the  dr- 
cumstance  of  the  retrogression  happening  iipmediatdy  after 
the  mountain  ceases  to  protrude,  and  it  has  disdiarged  itself 
of  the  impiense  surplus  of  water  with  which  it  was  glutted  ; 
and  is  rendered  £till  more  probable  by  the  consideration, 
that  the  foundations  of  the  Yokul  must  be  entirely  disen- 
.gaged  by  its  progress,  so  that  no  obstacle  can  be  presented 
from  that  quarter  to  impede  its  return  to  its  fonner  situa- 
tion. The  undulatcNry  motions  observable  during  its  lesser 
^x>nvuls]ons,  seem  to  arise  from  the  violence  with  which  the 
water  forces  its  way  through  the  internal  caverns,  just  as  its 
breaking  out  and  disappearing  again,  almost  the  same  mo- 
ment, must  he  occasioned  by  the  falling  in  of  the  caverns  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  mar^.  That  it  was  convulsed  during 
the  eruption  of  the  adjacent  volcano  was  a  necessary  conse- 
quence of  the  deluge  of  hot  water  that  mountain  poured 
fortli,  as  there  was  no  other  way  for  it  to  make  its  /escape 
than  the  low  ground  occupied  by  the  moveable  Yokul ;  but 
jthat  its  movements  are  dependent  on  volcanic  eruptions,  is 
contradicted  by  the  fact  that  it  has  both  advanced  and  re- 
hired during  the  period  the  volcanoes  have  been  in  a  state  of 
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inactivity.  Whether  the  sparks  of  fire  said  to  have  been 
seen  above  it  *  did  not  ori^nate  in  the  volcano  behind,  may 
justly  be  doubted,  as  it  is  certain  the  account  of  the  playing 
of  flames  in  the  middle  of  the  fresh  water  lake  Grimsvbtny 
during  the  eruptions  of  the  Ndrthem  Skeiderd  Yoktd^  -f  is 
wholly  fabulous ;  or  the  sparks  may  have  been  ][mKluced  by 
the  violent  collision  of  certain  mineral  bodies  confined  with, 
in  the  masses  of  the  Yokul  when  these  were  torn  and  con- 
vulsed by  the  fury  of  the  water  below.  The  phenomena  of 
these  vacillating  Yokuls  would  receive  much  elucidation, 
from  a  survey  of  the  situation  and  appearandepf  those  parts 
of  them  which  lie  towards  the  interior  of  the  island ;  but  the 
dangers  connected  with  every  attempt  to  explore  them,  are 
more  than  suf&dent  to  damp  the  zeal,  and  check  the  enter* 
prise^  of  the  most  impassioned  lovers  of  natural  history.  \ 

At  the  western  extremity  of  the  sand  we  came  to  several 
rivers,  that  are  known  by  the  general  name  of  Gniipsvotn^ 
some  of  which  we  found  still  more  formidable  than  the  Skei- 
derd. These  rivers  are  defended  on  the  right  by  the  long 
narrow  mountain  Lomagnupr^  which  projects  into  the  sand, 
and  bears  every  mark  of  its  having  been  a  promontory  in 
former  times.  It  is  at  least  1500  feet  high,  and  is  composed 
of  rough  brown  tufia,  in  the  matrix  of  which  is  imbedded 
an  infinite  number  of  small  pointed  stones  of  a  bluish  colour, 
which  I  take  to  be  pieces  of  basalt.  Of  this  stone  I  saw 
scHne  fine  pentagonal  specimens  at  the  base  of  the  mountain, 
hut  J  owing  to  the  gloom  which  the  shadows  of  evening  had 

•  Sec  Olafsen's  og  Povelsen's  Ileise,  p.  780.  +  Ibid. 

:J:  Befimre  leaving  the  subject  of  the  moveable  ice-fidds  in  Iceland,  I  cannot 
but  lay  befi>re  the  reader  the  fi[^owmg  short  account  of  a  nmilar  field  in  the  vaU 
ley  of  luftedal  in  Norway :  ^*  The  situation  and  appearance  of  this  field  of  ice 
are  very  variable.  Sometimes  it  continues  to  protrude  into  the  vallies  near  it  for 
the  period  of  from  thirty  to  sixty  years,  and  again  recedes  for  a  time.  When 
it  moves  fbrward,  it  cracks  to  the  depth  of  several  thousand  feet ;  and  when  it  re- 
turns back  to  its  origmal  position,  the  rents  are  all  dosed  up,  as  if  the  mass  had 
never  been  split.  In  its  progress  it  has  such  a  force,  that  it  pushes  befbre  it 
stones  or  rocks,  as  large  as  houses ;  and  should  they  happen  to  get  jammed  in 
between  the  ice  and  an  adjoining  mountain,  they  are  crushed  to  pieces  as  it  pas- 
ses. On  receding,  it  leaves  behind  it  a  sterile,  dry,  and  sandy  soil,  on  which  no 
gnum  will  ever  afterwards  grow.*'  BoMare*8  Nat,  Hist.  K'wb,  1769,  voL  iv. 
p.  60,  61. 
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already  cast  on  its  sides,  it  was  imposfflble  to  discover  their 
original  bed. 

We  here  proceeded  with  connderable  difficulty,  being  di- 
rectly above  the  river;  and  the  track  lying  across  large 
heaps  of  small  stones  that  had  been  washed  down  by  the 
torrents,  had  no  sdid  foundation,  but  threatened,  at  every 
step,  to  give  way,  and  plunge  us  into  the  raging  flood,  Srom 
which  there  was  not  the  least  possibility  of  extrication. 
Turning  round  the  extremity  of  the  mountain,  winch  bangs 
almost  directly  over  head,  and  resembles  a  vast  square  tower, 
at  the  angle  of  two  ranges  oi  ancient  buildings,  we  fell  in 
with  numerous  heaps  of  stones,  and  immensely  huge  mass^ 
of  tufla,  which  have  been  severed  from  the  mountain,  and 
hiurled  down  into  the  plain,  during  the  rockings  occa^oned 
by  an  earthquake  in  1789.  We  now  crossed  a  tract  of  la- 
va, called  from  its  colour  <<  the  Brown  Lava,^  which,  as  no 
mention  is  made  of  the  circumstance  in  the  andent  annak, 
is  supposed  to  have  flowed  previous  to  the  occupation  of  the 
island ;  and  passing  the  farms  of  Gii^pstadr  and  Raydaberg^ 
we  ibrded  the  DwpA,  a  river  of  considerate  In-eadth,  the 
bottom  of  which  is  frdl  of  large  stones,  so  that  its  passage  is 
attended  both  with  difficulty  and  danger ;  and  arrived,  about 
ten  oVlock  at  night,  at  the  parsonage  of  KU^afeU^  where  I 
was  kindly  received  by  the  clei^yman,  Sra  J(m  Jonson,  and 
{ntched  my  tent  a  little  to  the  south  of  the  church. 

The  parish  of  FUotshverfi,  of  which  Sira  Jon  id  minister, 
contains  only  a  population  of  about  seventy  souls;  the  tract 
having  been  much  injured  by  the  volcanic  eruptions  descri- 
bed in  the  fdilowing  Chapter ;  yet,  among  that  number  of 
people,  there  only  existed  one  Bible,  besides  the  copy  bdoog'- 
ing  to  the  church.  They  had  long  uttered  complaints  of 
the  want  of  the  sacred  ondles ;  but  as  there  was  no  appear- 
ance of  any  supply,  they  had  ultimately  given  up  all  bc^jes 
of  ev^  seeing  them  more,  ^ira  Jon  is  between  fifty  and 
^ixty  years  of  age,  and  appears  to  have  more  fife  and  acti- 
vity in  religious  concehis  than  many  of  his  brethren.  The 
exertions  of  the  Bible  Societies  commanded  his  admiraticni, 
and  cxdted  the  liveliest  emotions  of  gratitude  and  praise. 
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WeH  SkafiafeWa  S^isd-SkafUr  Volcam^Eruptim  of 
1783  de9cribeA''''S%da — HbrgUmd  Hoqriial — Icelandic 
Leprostf — K^rkiubtB-^T^BfMoIis^^Landbfvt'^PMsaffe  of 
Ae  Kvde^lka^Thyclcvabw^^MyrdaU^'Samd^  Com 

'^K'athigi&r  Vokofno^^Jts  EruptioM  described — Vik — 
Hd^wA'^NarTaw  escape. 

JL  HE  two  mibdiviaioiis  oi  Skc^J&Cs  Syssel  are  separated 
fivNn  eadi  other  by  the  6iiti/>n'o^  and  the  trayeUer^  cm  pas- 
flmg  tliat  boundary,  leaves  the  regions  of  perpetual  ice  and 
flDow,  and  liters  a  tract,  whidi,  though  greatly  defaced  by 
the  terr3>le  conruloons  of  nature  to  which  the  last  century 
witness  in  this  neighbourhood,  still  exhibits  ample  spe- 
\  of  that  beauty  and  finrtility  for  which  it  has  been  re^ 
BDwned  The  Narfketn  Skeiderd  and  Skaptdr  Yohds  lie 
at  a  coB«deraUe  distance  back  £rom  the  farms ;  and  the  low 
flat  hills  whidi  occupy  the  intennediate  space,  while  they 
Bowa  the  inhiMtants  &om  the  cold  northern  blasts  of  win- 
ter, aftird  their  flocks  and  h^s  a  pretty  luxuriant  pastu- 
rage. The  numerous  cottages  that  line  the  base  of  thehills,^ 
the  ri^  v^etation  which  clothes  nearly  two-thirds  o(  the  de- 
cSvity ;  and  the  beautifiil  basaltic  pillars  iqppearing  among 
the  diSk  above,  the*tops  of  which  are  met  by  the  descend- 
ing heath :  all  combine  to  render  the  districts  of  Sida  and 
/%o<J&z^  the  most  delightful  of  any  in  Iceland.  Thelat- 
tor  district,  however,  which  is  the  most  easterly,  has  been 
exposed  to  two  sad  disasters  flonce  the  middle  of  last  centu- 
ry. In  17Sd,  an  eruptkm  of  the  Northern  Skeiderd  Yokul 
took  {dace,  whidi,  overcharging  the  Dity^d,  (Deep  Rivar,) 
it  not  only  overflowed  its  banks;  but  gave  rise  to  a  new  tor- 
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rent,  the  consequence  of  which  was,  that  the  heath  was  de- 
luged, and  a  considerable  part  of  the  grounds  belonging  to 
the  glebe  of  Kalf&feU  greatly  damaged  by  the  pieces  of  ice, 
stones,  and  gravel,  which  were  deposited  on  them  by  the 
water.  The  other  rivers  to  the  westward  also  overflowed 
their  banks,  and  the  ashes  and  pumice,  carried  in  that  direc- 
tioh  by  a  north-east  wind,  laid  waste  for  some  time  what  the 
deluge  had  spared,  and  occasioned  the  death  of  a  number  of 
cattle.  The  fire-spouts,  and  cloud  of  smoke,  were  distinctly 
seen  from  the  hills  in  the  vicinity,  but  no  lava  was  known  to 
flow  down  from  the  Yokul.  * 

The  eruption  that  took  place  in  the  year  1788  was  of  a 
very  different  description.  It  not  only  appears  to  have  been 
more  tremendous  in  its  phenomena  than  any  recorded  in  the 
modem  annals  of  Iceland,  but  it  was  followed  by  a  train  of 
consequences  the  most  direful  and  melancholy,  some  of  which 
ccmtinue  to  be  felt  to  this  day.  Immense  floods  of  red-hot 
lava  were  poured  down  from  the  hills  with  amazing  velocity, 
and,  spreading  over  the  low  country,  burnt  up  men,  cattle, 
churches,  houses,  and  every  thing  they  attacked  in  their  pro- 
gress. Not  only  was  all  vegetation,  in  the  immediate  nei^- 
bourhood  of  the  volcano,  destroyed  by  the  ashes,  brimstone, 
and  pumice,  which  it  emitted ;  but,  being  borne  up  to  an 
inconceivable  height  in  the  atmosphere,  they  were  scattered 
over  the  whole  island,  impregnating  the  air  with  noxious  vsu 
pours,  intercepting  the  genial  rays  of  the  sun,  and  empoison* 
ing  whatever  could  satisfy  the  hunger  or  quench  the  thirst 
of  man  and  beast  Even  in  some  of  the  more  distant  dis- 
tricts, the  quantity  of  ashes  that  fell  was  so  great,  that  thej 
were  gathered  up  by  handfuls.  Upwards  of  four  hundred 
people  were  instantiy  deprived  of  a  honie ;  the  fish  were  dri- 
ven from  the  coasts,  and  the  elements  seemed  to  vie  with 
each  other  which  should  commit  the  greatest  depredations ; 
famine  and  pestilence  stalked  abroad,  and  cut  down  th^r 
victims  with  ruthless  cruelty ;  while  death  himself  was  gut- 
ted with  the  prey.     In  some  houses  there  was  scarcely  a 

■  Olafsen  og  Povchen  ut  sup.  p.  77€« 
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Sound  individual  left  to  tend  the  afflicted,  or  any  who  pos-- 
sessed  sufficient  strength  to  inter  the  dead.     The  most  mi- 
serably emaciated  tottering  skeletons  were  seen  in  every  quar^ 
ter.     When  the  animals  that  had  died  of  hunger  and  dis- 
ease were  consumed,  the  wretched  creatures  had  nothing  to 
eat  but  raw  hides,  and  old  pieces  of  leather  and  ropes,  which 
they  boiled  and  devoured  with  avidity.     The  horses  ate  the 
flesh  off  one  another,  and  for  want  of  other  sustenance  had 
recourse  to  turf,  wood,  and  even  excrementitious  substances ; 
while  the  sheep  devoured  each  other's  wool.     In  a  word,  the 
accumulation  of  miseries,  originating  in  the  volcanic  erup 
tion,  was  so  dreadful,  that,  in  the  short  space  of  two  years, 
not  fewer  than  9,336  human  beings,  S28,000  horses,  11,461 
head  of  cattle,  and  190,488  sheep  perished  on  the  island  !  * 
About  a  month  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the 
eruption,  a  submarine  volcano  burst  forth  at  the  distance  of 
Bearly  seventy  miles  in  a  south-west  direction  from  Cape 
Reykicmess  in  Gtddbri/nge  Syssel^  and  ejected  such  an  im- 
mense quantity  of  pumice,  that  the  surface  of  the  ocean  was 
covered  with  it  to  the  distance  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  miles, 
and  the  spring  ships  considerably  impeded  in  their  course. 
As  they  approached  the  place,  they  found  that  a  new  island 
had  been  thrown  up,  consisting  of  high  cliffs,  within  which 
the  fire  was  in  vicdent  action,  and  emitting  smoke  and  pu- 
mice  from  two  or  three  different  places.     The  island  was 
claimed  by  his  Danish  Majesty,  who  denominated  it  Nyoe, 
or  the  New  Island ;  but  ere  a  year  had  elapsed,  the  sea  re- 
sumed her  ancient  dominion,  and  the  island  has  never  been 
seen  since.     A  concealed  rock,  however,  was  discovered  at 
the  same  time,  almost  in  a  direct  line  between  the  site  of  the 
volcano,  and  tlie  chmn  of  nxjks  called  Fu^  Skierene,  which 
have  anciently  been  thrown  up  in  a  similar  manner. 

The  Skckptar  volcano,  so  called  from  the  river  of  the  same 
name,  down  which  the  greater  part  of  the  lava  was  poured, 
is  situated  close  to  the  eastern  boundary  of  West  SkaftqfelTs 

•  See  "  Iceland  in  the  Eighteenth  Century,"  Pp.  27—29 ;  and  "  An  Ac- 
count of  the  Emption,"  Copenhagen,  1785>  8vo,  both  written  by  Chief-Juaticft 
Stephensen. 
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Sy8sd^  about  thirty-two  British  miles  due  north  of  KyrTewba 
Abbey ^  and  near  the  contiguous  sources  of  the  rivers  T^tna^ 
Skaptd,  and  Hverfisfliot  It  lies  prindpally  in  the  valley 
called  Varm&rdaly  and  consists  of  about  twenty  red  conical 
hills,  stretching  in  nearly  a  direct  hne  from  E.  N.  E.  to 
W.  S.  W.  which  have  served  as  so  many  furnaces,  from 
which  the  melted  matter  has  been  chscharged  into  the  valley. 
From  these  craters  the  lava  has  flowed  which  inundated  the 
low  country,  through  the  channel  of  the  SkapUlt.  What 
flowed  down  the  Hverfisfiot,  has  had  its  source  in  some 
other  craters  ^tuated  farther  to  the  north-east,  but  which 
are  evidently  connected  with  the  former  hills,  and  would,  in 
all  probability,  have  poured  their  contents  down  Varmardal^ 
had  it  not  been  completdy  filled  with  the  lav%  which  bad 
already  been  emptied  into  it 

Ncme  of  the  Icelandic  annals  make  mention  of  any  pre* 
ceding  eruptimi  from  this  volcano;  yet,  if  we  may  judge 
from  the  situaticm  of  the  ancient  lavas,  that  are  to  be  met 
with  both  in  the  inhabited  and  uninhabited  parts  of  the  vi* 
cinity,  it  is  Ukely  they  have  flowed  from  the  same  source  at 
some  remote  period.  Nor  is  it  at  all  improbable,  that  the  erup- 
tion of  wat^  which  inundated  the  same  tract,  eTcacUy  thirty 
years  before  the  recent  catastrt^he  happened,  had  its  or^ 
in  the  subterraneous  channels  connecting  wiA  this  very  vol- 
cano, though  it  may  not  have  been  thrown  up  from  the  iden- 
tical craters.  But  why  stop  at  probabilities?  The  NorAem 
Skeiderdy  Sida,  and  Skofi&r  YokuU,  are  oaly  different  de- 
signations of  the  same  ice  mountain,  according  to  its  diSor- 
ent  projections  or  aspects ;  and  if  it  be  allowable  to  qoeak  of 
the  eruptions  of  Oratfa  in  1362  and  17S7  as  proceeding  frtm 
the  same  mountain,  though  there  be  a  distance  of  seventl 
miles  between  the  craters,  it  seems  still  more  proper  to  view 
the  Yokuls  just  mentioned  as  one  general  volcano,  whose 
foundations  are  cracked  by  the  powerfril  action  of  subter- 
raneous fire,  which  makes  a  passage  fc»r  itself,  now  in  this 
quarter,  and  now  in  that,  according  to  the  situation  and 
quantity  of  the  combustible  matters  by  which  it  is  fed,  and 
the  facility  with  which  it  reaches  the  surface  of  the  earth. 
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From  the  1st  to  the  8th  of  June,  1T88,  the  inhaUtants 
of  West  Skqftc^eWs  Syssd  were  alarmed  by  repeated  shocks 
of  an  earthquake,  which,  as  they  daily  increased  in  violence, 
left  no  rei^n  to  doubt  that  some  dreadful  volcanic  explosion 
was  about  to  take  place.  Pitching  tents  in  the  qpen  fields, 
they  deserted  their  houses,  and  awaited,  in  awful  suspense, 
the  issue  of  these  terrifying  prognostics.  On  the  morning 
4^  the  8th,  a  prodigious  doud  of  dense  smoke  darkened  the 
atmosphere,  and  was  observed  to  be  continually  augmented 
by  fresh  columns  arising  &om  behind  the  low  hills,  along 
the  southern  base  of  which,  the  farms,  constituting  the  parish 
of  iSfda,  are  situated.  A  strong  south  wind  {H:event^  the 
doud  from  advancing  over  the  farms ;  but  the  heath,  or 
common,  lying  between  them  and  the  volcano,  was  ccnn- 
pletely  covered  with  ashes,  pumice,  and  brimstone.  The 
GTupticm  had  now  actually  commenced ;  and  the  raging  fire, 
as  if  sublimated  into  greater  fury  by  the  vent  it  had  obtain- 
ed, occasioned  more  dreadful  tremefactions,  accompanied  by 
loud  subterraneous  reports,  while  the  sulphureous  substances 
that  filled  the  air,  breaking  fcurth  into  flames,  produced,  as 
it  were,  one  continued  flash  of  Ughtning,  with  the  most  tre- 
mendous peals  of  thunder  that  ever  were  heard.  The  ex- 
treme degree  to  which  the  earth  in  the  vicinity  oi  the  vol- 
cano was  heated,  melted  an  immense  quantity  of  ice,  and 
eaused  a  great  overflow  in  all  the  rivers  originadng  in  that 
quarter. 

Upcm  the  10th,  the  flames  first  became  visible.  Vast  fire- 
spouts  were  se^i  rushing  up  amid  the  volumes  of  smoke, 
and  the  torrent  of  lava  that  was  thrown  up,  flowing  in  a 
aoudi-west  direction,  through  the  valley  called  U^arsdal, 
till  it  readied  the  river  Skqft&j  when  a  violent  contention 
between  the  two  opposite  dements  ensued,  attended  with  the 
escape  of  an  amazing  quantity  of  steam ;  but  the  fiery  cur- 
rent ultimatdy  prevailed,  and,  forcing  itself  across  the  chan- 
nd  of  the  river,  ounpletdy  dried  it  up  in  less  than  twenty- 
finir  hours;  so  diat,  on  the  11th,  the  Skaptif  could  be 
oossed  in  the  bw-country  on  foot,  at  those  places  where  it 
was  only  possible  before  to  pass  it  in  boats.     Thecause  of 
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its  desiccation  sooii  became  apparent :  for  the  lava,  having 
collected  in  the  channel,  which  lies  between  high  rocks,  and 
is  in  many  places  from  400  to  600  feet  in  depth,  and  near 
200  in  breath,  not  only  filled  it  up  to  the  brink,  but  over- 
flowed  the  adjacent  fields  to  a  considerable  extent;  and, 
pursuing  tlie  course  of  the  river  with  great  velocity,  the 
dreadful  torrent  of  red-hot  melted  matter  approached  the 
farms  on  both  sides,  greatly  damaged  those  of  Hvammur 
and  Smnadal  to  the  west,  and  that  of  Skaptdrdal  to  the 
east ;  laid  waste  the  two  tenantries  of  Svartinupar  and  LU- 
lanesy  belonging  to  the  church  of  Bdlcmd^  which  it  also 
damaged,  and,  by  the  evening  of  the  12th,  it  had  advanced  to 
Ay  when  it  instantly  overflowed  the  houses,  pasture^grounds, 
and  meadows,  together  with  the  greater  part  of  theconunon. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  thunder,  lightning,  and  subterraneous 
concussions  were  continued,  with  little  or  no  intermission ; 
and  besides  the  crackling  of  the  rocks  and  earth,  which  die 
lava  burnt  in  its  progress,  the  ears  of  the  inhabitants  were 
stunned  by  the  tremendous  roar  of  the  volcano,  which  re- 
sembled that  of  a  large  caldron  in  the  most  violent  state  of 
ebullition,  or  the  noise  of  a  number  of  massy  bellows,  blow- 
ing with  full  power  into  the  same  furnace. 

On  gaining  the  outlet,  by  which  the  hills  that  confine  the 
channel  of  the  Skaptd  open  into  the  plain,  it  might  natu- 
rally have  been  supposed,  that  the  burning  flood  would  at 
once  have  deluged  the  low  fields  of  Medalland^  which  lay 
directly  before  it ;  but,  contrary  to  all  expectation,  it  was  ar- 
rested for  some  time,  by  an  immense  unfathomcd  abyss  in 
the  bed  of  the  river,  into  which  it  emptied  itself  with  a  great 
noise.  When  this  chasm  was  filled,  the  lava,  augmented  by 
fresh  efi'usions,  rose  to  a  prodigious  height,  and  breaking 
over  the  masses  that  had  cooled,  it  at  length  proceeded  south- 
wards across  die  plain.  In  the  night  between  the  14th  and 
16th,  its  western  edge  overran  tlie  farm  of  Nes  in  Skt^ 
tdrtungay  which  it  entirely  consumed,  with  all  its  grounds 
and  woodlands.  The  miun  current  now  struck  ofl^  towards 
the  east,  and  ran  close  past  the  farms  of  Skcd  and  HolU,  be- 
fm-e  which  it  stopped  a  few  days ;  but  had,  in  the  mejm- 
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time  burnt  up  the  Wood  of  Brandaland  beloti'ging  to  Kyt^ 
kiubcK  Abbey.  The  torrents  that  continued  to  be  poured 
down,  proceeded  slowly  over  the  tract  of  ancient  lavli  to  the 
south  and  south-west  of  SkBl,  and  setting  fire  to  th^  melted 
substances,  they  underwent  a  fresh  fusion,  and  were  heaved 
up  to  a  considerable  elevation.  It  also  rushed  into  the  sub* 
terraneous  caverns,  and  during  its  progress  under-ground, 
it  threw  up  the  crust  either  to  the  side,  or  to  a  great  height 
in  the  idr.  In  such  places,  as  it  proceeded  below  a  thick 
indurated  crust,'  where  there  was  no  vent  for  the  steam,  the 
surfiice  was  burst  in  pieces,  and  thrown  up  with  the  utmost 
vicJence  and  noise  to  the  height  of  near  180  feet. 

On  the  tSth,  another  dreadful  ejection  of  liquid  and  red 
hot  lava  proceeded  from  the  volcano,  which  now  entirely 
covered  the  rocks  that  had  towered  above  the  reach  of  the 
ibnner  floods,  during  their  progress  through  the  channel  of 
the  Skapid^  and  flowed  down  with  amazing  velocity  and 
force  over  the  masses  that  were  cooling,  so  that  the  one 
stream  was  literally  heaped  above  the  other.  Masses  of 
flatning  rock  were  seen  swimming  in  the  lava.  The  water 
that  had  been  dammed  up  on  both  sides  of  its  course,  was 
thrown  into  a  violent  state  of  ebullition,  and  overflowing  its 
boundaries,  it  did  great  damage  to  the  grounds  of  Svinadal 
and  Hvammury  which  farms  had  already  been  attacked  by 
the  edge  of  the  lava,  as  also  to  the  underwood  of  Skc^i&rdal 
on  the  east  ^ 

Continuing  its  progress  the  following  day,  the  lava  divid- 
ed into  two  streams,  one  of  which  flowed  with  the  same  ve. 
kxaty  as  the  day  before  due  south,  along  the  river  MeUpiid 
into  MedaUand ;  while  the  other  took  an  easterly  direction 
over  the  parish  of  iS'i^ia,  burning  the  tract  about  Skdlarstapa, 
and  running  with  inconceivable  force  from  thence  to  SkA- 
larfiaUj  by  which  it  was  prevented  from  spreading  further 
north.  But,  rising  on  the  hill,  it  rolled  up  the  soil  be- 
fcnre  it^  and  approached  within  ISO  feet  of  the  church  and 
bouses  o{  Skdl^  and  overran  the  whole  tract  between  that' 
place  and  HoOt,  As  Skil  had  now  escaped  the  fury  of  two 
successive  floods  of  lava,  sanguine  hope^  were  entertained  of 
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iU  safety;  but  a  great  quantity  of  rain  haying  fall&x  on  tlir 
Slst,  aiid  swelled  the  water  already  dammed  up  in  the  vaUqr, 
the  church,  the  parsonage,  and  outbouaes,  were  completdy 
overflowed ;  and  the  whole  tract  was  observed,  the  foUow- 
ing  morning,  to  be  covered  with  wa)ter  in  ^  st^e  of  violent 
ebullition.  The  western  branch  having  pursued  its  course 
along  the  channel  of  the.  MdquiiU  and  qpread  itself  to  t 
great  extent  on  both  sides,  crossed  the  river  Sieinitnyrarfixif 
and  burnt  up  the  church  of  Hcimasd^  with  all  its  houses 
and  grounds,  together  with  the  farm  oS  Hohndr  cm  the  q>- 
posite  side  of  the  river.  Following  ihe^fiioi,  it  advanced 
close  to  the  farm  of  EfruSteiiuim/rif  and  greatly  spoiled  its 
grass-lands :  firom  thence  it  inchned  towards  the  south,  pa»- 
ing  Sydri-Steinsmyrij  a  farm  conoUting  of  five  separate 
dwelling-houses,  aiul  stopped  about  1800  feet  from  tlie  most 
joortherly,  without  doing  any  material  injury  to  the  fiurm. 
The  western  edge  of  this  branch  spread  itsdf,  at  the  same 
iime,  across  the  river  FedgaquM^  and  overran  the  fkrms  of 
Sydri  and  EfruFliok^  with  the  houses  and  neighbouring 
grounds,  burnt  up  Botnavy  and  laid  the  greatest  part  of  the 
&nn  of  Hnaumr  under  water. 

From  the  2£Sd  of  June  to  the  1 8th  erf*  July  fresh  aruptimis 
took  place  at  intervals,  and  the  lava  bdng  impelled  forward 
over  the  floods  and  tracts  that  had  attained  to  some  d^pnee 
c^  solidity,  the  mass  was  raised  higher  and  higher ;  and  ma- 
king its  escape,  at  length,  by  three  or  four  diflerent  channels, 
the  fiery  stream  rushed  on  to  finish  the  work  of  devastatioiL 
The  farm  of  NeSy  with  its  houses,  meadows,  and  the  most 
of  its  pasturage ;  all  the  meadows,  commons,  and  wild^com 
fields  belonging  to  the  glebe  of  Asar ;  and  the  greatest  part 
of  the  meadows,  with  partof  the  adjacent  grounds  and  com^ 
mons  of  F2ri-^«ar,— all  became  a  prey  to  the  flammg  flood. 
Hiqppily  the  priest  saved  the  most  of  his  effects,  with  all  tba 
ornaments  and  documents  belonging  to  the  churdi,  and  be- 
took himself  to  the  western  parts  of  the  SysseL  From  these 
farms  it  proceeded  across  the  low  lands  towards  the  soutb, 
till  it  fell  in¥ath  the  Ktidi^Uo^ ;  and,  after  nmning  for  sqme 
time  along  its  eastern  margin,  it  stopped  to  the  ncxth  of  tha 
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fimn  LAitW/r:  while  the  rest  flowed  a  little  to  the  east  of 
this  farm  till  it  came  close  to  StadarhoOif  whence  it  flowed 
eastward  towards  Hnausar,  where  it  also  stopped.  Mean- 
while, one  of  the  branches  that  had  run  in  an  easterly  di- 
rection, destroyed  the  wild  corn  sands  in  the  Ltmdbroi;  and 
the  other,  skirting  the  ^S&i^  hills,,  on  the  2d  <^  July,  broke 
into  the  valley,  at  the  upper  end  of  which  SkM  ^as  situated, 
and  at  last  ccxnpleted  its  desolation,  by  covering  the  diurch 
and  all  the  houses  with  lava.  The  farm  of  HoOi  was  next 
attacked,  and  its  houses,  with  the  meadows  and  excellent 
pasture  grounds  belon^ng  to  them,  were  totally  destroj^. 
Pursuing  an  easterly  course,  it  followed  the  channel  of  the 
SkaptA  for  several  days,  completely  stopped  up  the  river 
FiadrA^  and  was  poured  down  a  prodigious  cataract  called 
StapqfbsMj  where  it  totally  filled  die  profound  abyss  which 
that  cataract  had  been  making  for  ages.  It  now  overflowed 
Danger  in  the  Landbrot^  with  all  its  houses ;  damaged  at  the 
same  time  the  farms  Heidi  and  Nunkurbaciea ;  and  after 
spoilii^  part  of  Helmm-y  the  eastern  arm  of  the  lava  was 
arrested  oo  the  20th  of  July,  near  the  high  rock  Syat-astapi^ 
about  a  mile  to  the  west  of  Kffrkmbm  Abbey. 

While  these  awful  devastations  were  going  forward  in  the 
divisioiis  of  Skapt&rhmga^  MedaUandf  Landbrot^  and  Sida^ 
the  only  inconveniences  felt  by  the  inhabitants  of  Fliotshverfi^ 
were  the  destruction  of  v^etation  by  the  showers  of  red  hot 
atones  and  ashes  which  fell  upon  it,  and  the  impregnation  of 
the  atipo^here  and  water  with  mephitic  substances.  They 
had,  indeed,  twice  been  envebped  in  ahnost  total  darkness, 
eipecially  oa  the  S8th  of  June,  when  it  was  so  thick,  that  it 
was  soaicdy  possible,  at  noon  day,  to  distinguish  a  sheet  of 
white  paper,  held  up  at  the  window,  from  the  blackness  of 
the  wall  on  either  side ;  but  they  flattered  themselves  in  the 
faille,  that  the  lava  would  soon  all  be  gected,  and,  at  all 
events,  that  it  would  continue  to  flow  in  the  direction  it  had 
originally  taken.  However,  on  die  3d  of  August,  they  were 
alarmed  by  a  quantity  of  smoke,  which  they  observed  arising 
out  of  the  river  Hverji^iot ;  and,  as  the  heat,  which  was 
also  found  to  be  in  the  water,  daily  increased,  till  at  last  the 
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river  was  totally  dried  up,  th^y  concluded,  that  the  sud^ 
destruction  was  about  to  be  poured  down  upon  them,  wfakh 
had  overwhelmed  the  parishes  to  the  west 

Nor  were  their  apprehenaons  without  foundation;  for 
the  floods  of  lava  having  entirely  choked  up  the  SkaptA,  and 
all  the  low  channeb  to  the  west  and  north  of  the  volcano,  it 
was  forced  to  assume  a  new  course,  and  running  in  a  south- 
east directimi  between  mount  Bltengur  and  HverfUflkoty  it 
#as  discharged  at  length  into  that  river,  which  occasioned 
vast  volumes  of  steam  and  smoke  to  arise  irom  that  quartei^ 
attended  with  dreadful  ncHses  and  lightnings.  The  burning 
flood  now  ran  down  the  empty  channel,  and,  filling  it  to  the 
brink,  overflowed  the  low  grounds  on  both  sides ;  and,  by 
the  evening  of  Utie  9th,  it  had  not  only  reached  the  outlet 
into  the  open  and  level  country,  but,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
hours,  had  spread  itself  to  the  distance  of  nearly  six  miles 
across  the  plain,  and  stopped  up  the  road  between  F&oU-' 
hverfi  and  Sida^  The  volcano  still  continuii^  to  send  feith 
fresh  supplies  of  lava,  the  red  hot  flood  spread  itself  wider 
and  wider,  and  in  its  progress  destroyed  the  farms  of  Eystra- 
dcd  and  Tliverdrdcd^  the  houses,  meadows,  and  neighbour- 
ing grounds  of  which  are  so  completely  covered,  that  the 
spot  where  they  lay  is  no  longer  visible.  It  also  did  coo- 
fliderable  injury  to  the  farms  Sdiaiand  and  Thver&y  and 
obliged  their  inhabitants,  as  well  a&  the  whole  parish  of  KSl- 
Jafrtt^  to  flee  for  their  safety ;  yet  the  above-mentioned  w^e 
the  only  houses  it>bumt  Though  this  branch  ceased  to  ex- 
tend over  the  low  country  after  the  end  of  August,  quanti- 
ties of  fresh  lava  continued  still  to  be  thrown  up  out  of  the 
volcano,  and  a  new  eruption  is  said  to  have  taken  jdace  so 
late  as  the  month  of  February  1^784,  during  the  greater 
part  of  which  year  columns  of  smoke  were  observed  to  ascend 
from  many  parts  in  the  lava,  and  it  had  not  quite  cocded  for 
nearly  two  years  after  the  eruptions  were  over.  ♦ 

With  respect  to  the  dimensions  of  the  lava,  its  utmost 

*  When  Mr  PaubDn  visited  this  tract  in  tbe  year  1794,  he  found  a  column, 
of  smoke  still  arising  from  certain  parts  of  the  kva ;  and^iome  of  the  rents  were 
fifled  with  hot  water. 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


EEUPTION  OP  1788.  «29 

length  from  the  volcano,  along  the  channel  of  the  Skapta^ 
down  to  Htumaar  in  MedaUand^  is  about  fifty  miles,  and  its 
glreatest  breadth  in  the  low  4xnintry  between  twelve  and  fif. 
teen  miles ;  the  Hverfisfliot  branch  may  be  about  forty  miles 
in  length,  and  seven  at  its  uUnost  breadth.  Its  height  in 
the  level  country  does  not  exceed  an  hundred  feet,  but  in 
some  parts  of  the  Skapti  channel  it  is  not  less  than  six  hun* 
dred  feet  high.* 

Such  were  the  phenomena  of  this  dreadful  volcanic  erup- 
tion. Its  consequences  have  already  been  detailed.  The 
quantity  of  ashes,  brimstone,  &c  thrown  up  into  the  aimo- 
Inhere  was  so  great,  that  nearly  the  whole  European  horizon 
was  enveloped  in  obscurity.  Salso-sulphureous  rains  fell  in 
several  countries  of  the  narih.  In  the  Faroe  Islands,  the 
ground  was  at  times  almost  entirely  covered  with  sand,  ashes, 
and  pumice ;  and'  luminous  meteors  were  observed  in  Eng-^ 
Jandj  Holland^  and  other  parts  of  the  Continent  It  is  to 
these,  and  the  tremendous  earthquakes  felt  the  same  year  in 
different  parts,  that  Cowper  alludes  in  the  second  book  of 
his  Task  : 

'^  Fires  from  beneath,  and  meteors  from  above. 
Portentous,  unexampled,  unexplained. 
Have  kindled  beacons  in  the  skies ;  and  the  old 
And  craxy  earth  has  had  her  shaking  fits  / 

More  frequent,  and  foregone  her  usual  rest. 
Is  it  a  time  to  wrangle,  when  the  props 
And  pillars  of  our  planet  seem  to  fidl. 
And  nature,  with  a  dim  and  sickly  eye. 
To  wait  the  close  of  all  ?" 

The  contemplation  of  so  tremendous  an  event  is  certainly 
-calculated  to  produce  a  train  of  serious  thought  in  every  re- 
flecting mind.  While  the  sceptical  speculatist  pronounces 
it  to  be  absolutely  incompatible  with  the  infinite  wisdom  and 
benevolence  of  a  Supreme  Superintending  Intelligence,  the 

*  Chief  Justice  Stepheiueii*8  description  of  the  £niption  of  1783,  altered  ae- 
cordiBg  to  Ml  Fralson's  MS. 
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moi^  experienced  and  modest  nsturalist,  not  only  concludes 
a  priori  f  from  the  skill  and  fitness  discoverable  in  the  gene^ 
ral  constitution  and  course  a£  things,  that  such  apparent  dis- 
orders and  irregularities  must  be  conducive  to  die  gocxl  of 
the  universal  system,  but  c^ers  very  probable  proofs  of  die 
benefical  tendency  of  volcanic  erupticns,  as  afibrding  a  par- 
tial vent  to  those  inflammable  substances,  whidi,  hotrev^ 
necessary  as  component  parts  of  the  terrestrial  globe,  would, 
if  aUowed  to  accumidate  in  particular  fdaoes^  idtinmtely 
burst  forth  widi  such  inconceivable  violence,  that  its  crust 
would  be  shattered  to  pteoes,  or  at  least  all  that  in^Utfl^ 
beautifies,  and  adorns  its  surface,  involved  in  one  scene  of 
undistinguishable  ruin.     T|ie  Christian,  too,  not  satisfied 
vntHi  merely  tracing  the  concatenation  of  natural  causey  and 
effects,  but  believing  an  established  connection  to  exisi  be- 
tween the  jrfiysical  and  moral  governments  of  Grod,  is  aacixious 
to  ascertain  the  spiritual  ends  these  extraordinary  phenome- 
na are  designed  to  answer,  and  make  die  improvement  whidi 
they  so  loudly  suggest     "  Shall  there  be  evil  in  a  city,\  and 
the  Lord  hath  not  done  it  ?^   Yet  he  is  glorious  in  holiifess, 
fearful  in  the  manifestations  of  his  attributes,  and  wondc^ul 
in  all  his  operations.     At  his  rebuke  the  foundations  of  the 
world  are  discovered.     The  earth  shaketh  and  trembleth : 
the  foundations  of  heaven  move  apd  shake  because  of  Us 
anger. 

''  What  then  I— were  they  the  wicked  aboT^  all. 
And  we  the  righteous,  whose  &st-anchored  isle 
Moved  not,  while  their's  was  rocked,  like  a  light  AsSP, 
The  sport  of  every  wave  ?  No :  none  are  dear. 
And  none  than  we  more  guilty.     But,  where  all 
Stand  chargeable  with  guilt,  and  to  the  shafU 
Of  wrath  obnoxious,  God  may  choose  his  maik : 
May  punish,  if  he  please,  the  less,  to  warn 
The  more  malignant.     If  he  ^lared  not  thera. 
Tremble  and  be  amazed  at  thine  escape, 
f!ar  guilder  England,  lest  he  qpare  not  diee !" 

COWPER. 
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On  the  11th  of  September,  about  deven  in  the  forenoon, 
I  took  my  departure  fixmi  KalfafiB^  and  proceeded  on  to 
the  division  of  Stda.^  Pi'evious  to  the  eruption,  die  road 
lay  straight  west  along  the  foot  of  the  hills ;  but  the  east- 
ern brandi  of  the  lava  is  so  cavernous  and  rugged,  that  it 
-can  scarcely  be  crossed  on  foot,  and  the  traveller  is  now  obli- 
ged to  go  entirely  round  the  tract  which  it  occupies,  and  has 
thus  to  add,  at  least,  twelve  miles  to  his  journey.  The 
HverfUfliot  again  flows  among  the  lava,  and  from  the  diffi- 
culty I  found  in  fording  it,  a  little  below  its  egress,  it  would 
appear  that  it  has  not  lost  any  thing  by  its  denccation.  It 
is  not  only  extremely  broad,  but  deep,  and  the  bottom  is  so 
soil  that  the  horses  sink  at  every  step.  The  son  of  the 
dergjrman,  who  did  me  the  favour  to  accompany  me,  and 
whom  I  found  an  intelligent  well-informed  young  man,  rode 
£rst  into  the  stream,  and  desired  me  to  ride  after  the  bag- 
gage-horses ;  which  I  found  to  be  an  excellent  plan,  as  by 
that  means  my  horse  walked  <m  a  more  indurated  soil  The 
lava  is  fcN^  the  most  part  black,  like  that  near  MyvaJtn^  but 
in  some  parts  it  approaches  to  a  dark  grey,  and  is  more 
Mrongly  vitrified.  The  crust  is  strangely  heaved  up  and 
tracked,  and  in  many  places  a  great  quantity  of  rough  slag 
is  attached  to  it 

Having  skirted  the  margin  of  the  lava  for  more  than  four 
hours,  surrounded  on  every  side  by  the  blackest  and  most 
melandioly  gloom,  we  at  last  reached  Sida^  the  farm-houses 
and  grounds  of  which  presented  a  very  different  prospect  to 
our  view.  Close  to  the  most  easterly  farm,  a  beautiful  cas* 
cade  is  poured  over  the  brow  of  the  hill,  and,  on  the  banks 
of  the  river,  which  is  formed  by  its  water,  are  superb  ranges 
of  basaltic  pillars,  which  are  so  strikingly  artificial  in  their 
construction,  that  they  have  received  the  name  of  "  The 
Elfin  Chambers,''  The  verdure  of  the  sloping  pasture- 
grounds,  and  the  number  of  the  sheep  and  cattle  that  were 
browong  on  them,  produced  a  very  pleasing  effect  on  the 
mind. 

A  little  to  the  west  of  this  pUice,  we  came  to  Horgland 
lM)qpital,  «oe  of  the  four  etobliflhmeixts  ^sting  on  the  isla^ 
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for  the  reception  of  incurable  lepers,  where  I  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  contemplating  that  loathsome  disease,  so  particu- 
larly described  in  the  Levitical  code,  and  which  gave  occa- 
sion to  the  composition  of  one  of  the  most  sublime  pieces  of 
Hebrew  poetry  that  is  to  be  met  with  in  the  sacred  volume,* 

*  The  assertions  of  Manetho,  an  ancient  Egyptian  writer,  so  eagerly  lecdved 
by  the  abettors  of  infidelity,  that  the  whole  Hebrew  nation  was  infected  with  the 
leprosy,  and  that  this  was  the  cause  of  their  expulsion  from  the  land  of  E^ypt, 
are  ably  refuted  by  Josephus,  in  his  work  against  Appion,  I.  29 ;  and  are  re- 
jected, eren  by  Toland  himself,  as  destitute  of  probabi^ty.  That  numaoas 
cases  of  leprous  affection,  however,  existed  in  a  community  of  more  than  two 
millions  of  people  at  th^  time  of  their  leaving  the  original  seat  ofthe  disease,  is 
not  at  all  unlikely ;  and  the  particularity  and  minutis  of  the  regulations  pre- 
scribed by  Moses,  not  only  display  a  laudable  sdidtude  for  preventing  the  pro- 
gress of  this  formidable  evil,  but  discover  a  considerable  ^knowfedge  of  medical 
science,  and  shew  that  he  had  also  made  proficiency  in  this  department  during 
his  residence  at  the  Egyptian  court  In  the  thirteenth  chapter  of  Leviticus,  he 
specifies  different  eruptions  of  the  skin,  the  appearance  of  which  rendered  the 
subject  suspected  of  the  leprosy,  and  lays  down  a  number  of  determinate  rules, 
according  to  which  a  judgment  was  to  be  formed,  whether  the  appearances  in 
question  were  infallible  s3nnptom8  of  that  malady,  or  mere  innocuous  tumous 
and  pimples.  These  suspicious  spots  are :  1.  J^l^]^  tccih,  which  the  UOL  ren- 
der 6vXn,  a  tumour  or  lentiginous  appearance ;  verse  2.  10.  19.  43.-i-2..JV7!)D 
tapafihath,  a  ^rfuraceous  tetter,  which,  though  not  always,  yet,  as  it  was  gene- 
xally  a  precursor  of  the  leprosy,  the  LXX.  have  given  it  .by  rii^(«rj«,  a  mark  or 
sign,  verse  2.  6,  7)  8.-3.  71*1713  bohereth,  LXX.  rn^-myytit,  a  whitish  gkw- 
sy  scurf,  answering  to  the  a^pf  Uu»«t  of  the  Greeks,  and  the  morphea  alba  of 
the  middle  ages,  verse  2,  &&— 4.  ]^ntt^  shehin,  LXX.  2A.««f ,  an  ulcer,  or  in- 
flammatory botch,  verse  18.  -  12^2^  /l*tDD  niichvat/iish^  LXX.  umipMMMtffut 
wv(0f,  a  sore  arising  firom  an  actual  bum,  verse  24,  &c  and  lastly,  a  yjj  negOj 
or  bruise  on  the  head,  or  beard,  causing  a  tenuily  of  hair,  visEse  29,  &c  These 
dififerent  pustules,  and  blemishes,  the  priests  were  enjoined  to  examine  with  the 
utmost  care ;  and  should  they  be  attended  with  any  o(  the  following  sjrmptoms, 
they  were  to  be  regarded  as  certain  indications  of  the  leprosy  :.— 

1.  The  diange  of  colour  in  the  hair  from  black,  which  is  the  prevailing  co- 
lour in  the  east,  to  white  pr  yellow,  while  a^  the  same  time  a  tenuity  caaoed, 
verse  3  ^d  30. 

2.  The  depth  of  the  suq>ectcd  pustule.  If  it  oply  existed  in  the  cuticle  or 
outer  skin,  it  was  pronounced  innocuous,  but  if  it  appeared  to  fret,  or  penetrate 
deq>er,  it  was  considered  to  be  an  infallible  prelude,  verse  4.  90.  26,  26. 
30.34.  . 

3.  Its  growth  or  luxuriance.  While  it  continued  stationary,  and  manifested 
po  signs  of  increase  or  extension,  there  was  reason  to  hope  it  was  harmless  j  yet 
this  was  not  sufficient  to  do  away  all  suspicion :  the  individual  was  ordered  to  be 
confined,  during  two  periods  of  levto  days  each,  and  if  no  change  took  place 
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Two  females  were  at  this  time  in  the  hospital,  the  one  about 
thirty,  and  the  other  upwards  of  fifty  years  of  age.  The 
latter  of  these  objects  exhibited  the  most  miserable  spectacle 
I  ever  beheld.  Her  face  and  hands  were  swelled  to  a  fright- 
ful degree,  and  full  of  hvid  red  sores  or  botches,  between 

before  that  time  was  expired,  he  was  to  be  declared  clean ;  the  eruption  being 
merely  (JTHSDD  mispahhath^)  a  morphew  or  dry  scab,  verse  6. 8.  22,  &c 

4.  Its  exhibition  of  red  or  living  flesh.  This  was  viewed  as  a  symptom  of  an 
advanced  state  of  leprosy,  verse  9.  17*  If  the  wound  of  an  ulcer,  or  bum,  as- 
sumed a  whitish  colour,  verging  to  red  (/IDID^TI^  n^/  kbfianah  adam^a^ 
meth,)  it  was  also  an  infallible  symptom  ;  but  if  it  became  pallid,  or  dark,  there 
was  no"  further  ground  of  suspicion,  verse  26,  &c.  The  obscure  white  spots, 
mentioned  verse  39,  are  declared  to  be  innocuous,  forming  a  species  of  eruption, 
there  called  pH^  Miak^  and  which,  according  to  Niebuhr  and  Forskal,  stiU 
prevails  among  the  Arabs,  who  give  it  the  same  name,  and  neither  consider  it 
to  be  contamous  nor  mortal.  They  do  not  even  scruple  to  lie  with  the  person 
that  has  it. 

As  no  notice  is  taken  by  Moses  of  the  anaesthesia,  which  is  an  inseparable  at- 
tendant of  the  gamine  Elephantiasis,  it  has,  after  all,  been  doubted  whether 
this  be  the  identical  malady  he  is  here  guanoing  against ;  but  to  this  it  has  been 
replied,  that  insensibility  does  not  take  place  in  the  very  first  stages  of  the  dis- 
temper ;  and  as  Moses  had  no  intention  of  giving  a  medical  description  of  all 
its  characters,  there  was  no  occasion  for  his  mentioning  a  sign  which  did  not  ex- 
ist till  it  had, made  some  degree  of  progress.  Besides,  as  it  was  an  easy  matter 
for  such  as  wished  to  conceal  the  leprosy,  to  feign  sensibility,  the  publication 
of  the  symptom  in  question  would,  in  a  great  measure,  have  defeated  the  end  of 
his  political  regulations  on  this  head. 

It  is  evident,.not  only  from  the  name  given  to  the  disease,  but  also  from  the 
eomplainta  uttered  by  Job,  and  the  general  strain  of  the  arguments  used  by  his 
Menda,  that  that  pious  man  was  afflicted  with  the  elephantiasis,  or  the  worst 
kind  of  Oriental  leprosy.  In  chap.  iL  7-  it  is  called  jH  X^TW  ^f^ehin  rd^  a  ma- 
lignant ulceration ;  and  as  this  disease  was  both  dreadful  in  its  symptoms,  and 
incurable,  it  was -viewed  by  the  ancients  as  a  peculiar  punishment  inflicted  by 
God  on  such  ae  were  guilty  of  some  flagrant  act  of  wickedness.  Hence  its  He- 
brew name  /^JDll  3^33  *»^  tzeraathy  "  The  stroke  of  the  scourge.'*  Hence» 
Job's  wife,  viewing  his  recovery  as  impossible,  bids  him  bless  God  and  die.  His 
being  unable  to  make  any  fitrther  use  of  his  fingers,  iL  8  ;  the  corroded,  stiiF, 
cloddy,  cracked,  and  loathsome  state  of  Ms  skin,  viL  5.  xiiL  28.  xvi.  C,  1 4.  xix. 
20 ;  the  foetidness  of  his  breath,  xviL  1.  xix.  17 ;  the  gloominess  of  his  looks, 
xvL  16  ;  the  pain  in  his  bones,  xxx.  17  ;  his  wearisome  nights,  vii.  3,  4 ;  tcr- 
rific  dreams,  ver.  14 ;  his  wishing  for  death,  vi  8 — 10,  vii  Id,  16.  x.  1 ;  ftnd 
his  heoDg  shunned  by  his  intimate  friends  and  relations,  3dx.  13 — IC  ;  thc-se, 
and  other  characters  which  might  be  collected  from  this  poem,  aU  siiew  that  he 
was  affficted  with  the  Arabian  leprosy.  Nor  must  I  omit  mentioning  the  co- 
inddence,  that  one  of  the  Hexaplar  Texsbns  actually  has  tXifmrn,  the  elep&an- 
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which  appeared  scars  or  rents,  resembting  cuts  in  a 
state  of  inflammation.  The  other  seemed  to  be  affected 
with  a  less  malignant  species  of  die  same  malady :  for  thou^ 
her  face  was  also  swelled,  no  pustules  appeared ;  but  the 
skin  was  covered  with  whitish  glossy  scales,  and  in  some 
places  intersected  by  reddish  streaks,  which  are  most  pro- 
bably a  disposition  to  wrinkles.  They  were  both  sitting  in 
the  door  of  the  Lazar-house,  and  the  deepest  melancholy 
seemed  depicted  in  their  looks. 

It  is  now  genially  agreed  among  physicians,  that  the  Ice- 
landic leprosy  is  the  legitimate  Elephantiasis^  or  Lepra  Aror 
bum^  one  of  the  most  Herculean  distempers  ever  employed 
as  scourges  to  the  human  race.  In  its  primary  stages,  its 
i^mptoms  are  inconsiderable,  and  very  amtngiM>us.  A  small 
reddish  spot,  scarcely  larger  than  the  point  of  9  needle, 
breaks  oyt  at  first  about  the  forehead,  nose,  comer  of  the 
eyes,  and  the  lips ;  and,  in  proportion  as  it  increases,  other 
pustules  make  dieir  appearance  on  the  breast,  arms,  arm- 
pits, &c.  which  generally  dry  up  in  one  place  and  break 
out  in  another  without  pain,  till  the  disease  has  considera- 
bly advanced,  when  they  cover  almost  the  whole  body,  give 
the  skin  a  scabrous  af^iearance,  stiffen  it,  and  terminate 
sometimes  in  shining  scales,  which  fall  off  Uke  dust,  some- 
times i^  malignant  tumours  and  swellings.  The  patient,  in 
the  mean  time,  labours  under  lassitude  of  body,  anaesthesia, 
and  lowness  of  spirits.  When  the  malady  becomes  inve- 
terate, the  breath,  which  before  was  disagreeable,  now  gets 
intolerably  foetid  ;  a  strong  unctuous  matter  is  persjured ; 
the  hair,  aheady  changed  in  colour,  falls  off;  the  voice 
grows  hoarse  and  nasal ;  and  the  face  becomes  terriUy  de« 
formed.  The  look  is  wild  and  haggard ;  the  pallid  red  co- 
lour of  the  body  is  only  relieved  by  the  most  disgusting  ul- 
cers, which,  becoming  deeper,  putrid,  and  virulent,  not  only 
affect  the  bones  and  joints,  but,  as  they  spread  over  the 

tiasiB,  Job  ii.  7  ;  m  iilso  that  this  diie«M  Mill  exists  about  DaaiMciig,  in  die  fi- 
einitj  of  whieh  Job  k  sappoeed  to  have  fi?ed.  The  amlMr  of  the  andeat  N«- 
wegian  work,  intituled,  ^  The  Royal  Minor,**  sAys  CApMuriy,  that  Job  «» 
smitten  with  ««  ogurfigri  likthii,*'  a  UtaMe  leprosy. 
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skin^  deep  ravines  are  formed,  which  give  it  an  elefdiantine 
appearance,  whence  the  name  elephantiasis.  The  fingers 
get  quite  stiff  and  crooked,  and  the  nails  and  other  parts  of 
the  body  fall  off  by  degrees.  During  the  night,  the  patient 
is  harassed  with  terrible  dreams,  and  he  is  oppressed  by  day 
with  a  tedious  melancholy,  in  which  he  is  often  tempted  to 
make  away  witli  himself.  He  gradually  surrenders  one  part 
of  his  body  after  another  to  the  insatiate  malady ;  and  at 
length  death,  the  long  wished^for  deliverer,  comes  sudden- 
ly and  puts  an  end  to  his  misery.  * 

As  the  leprosy  is  infectious,  almost  every  person  shuns  the 
company  of  the  sufierer,  whidi  must  greatly  add  to  the  mi- 
sery of  his  situation ;  nor  can  he  flatter  himself,  after  the 
distemper  has  advanced  to  a  certain  degree,  with  any  hopes 
of  relief  from  medical  assistance.  It  b  considered  to  be  ir- 
regularly hereditary ;  yet  the  i^rmptoms  do  not  become  vi- 
sible before  the  person  has  reached  the  years  of  maturity. 
In  cases  of  infection  too,  it  generally  happens  that  three  or 
four  years  elapse  before  any  eruption  breaks  out  in  the  skin. 
It  then  proceeds  with  slow  but  steady  progress,  and  it  is  pos- 
aiUe  for  the  person  who  is  afflicted  with  it,  to  drag  out  a 
wretched  existence  to  the  protracted  term  of  fifty  or  sixty 
years.  Very  emphatically  have  the  inhabitants  of  the  East 
given  this  disease,  among  other  significatory  de^gnations, 
the  name  of  **  The  Fffst^bom  of  Death.''  Nor  is  the  Ice- 
landic "  LikthriT  scarcely  less  striking.  It  properly  signi- 
fies a  randd,  putrefying  corpse,  than  which  there  is  nothing 
a  person  inveteratdy  affected  with  the  leprosy  mwe  perfect- 
ly resembles. 

The  origin  of  this  dreadftil  malady  has  been  traced  to 
Egypt,  where  it  still  exists,  as  also  in  Arabia,  Morocco,  Chi- 
na, Tartary,  some  parts  of  Russia  and  Sweden,  the  sea-coasts 
of  Norway,  the  West  Indian  and  Feroe  Islands,  and  Ice- 
land, it  was  first  transported  by  the  Phoenicians  into  Greece: 

*  Giesleyn  de  Elephantiasis  Norvegica,  and  SduHing  da  lepra  in  Michaelis* 
OricnL  and  Exeget  Bibliotb.  xviL  1.  and  Neu.  Orient  und  £lxeget  Biblioth. 
iiL  168.  together  with  Hcnslers  Geschichte  des  Abcndlandigcbcn  Aussatzes, 
and  Jahn*f  Bihfiaehe  Aichiielogle,  1  Thcil,  §  213. 
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it  foUowed  the  Romans  on  their  return  from  Asiatic  oon^ 
quest;  and  fix>m  the  twelfth  to  near  the  end  of  the  sixteenth 
century,  it  was  the  terror  and  scourge  of  Europe,  into  which 
,  it  was  introduced  a  second  time  by  the  Crusaders.  What 
a  mercy  that  we  are  now  ahnost  entirely  freed  from  a  dis- 
ease whose  victims  were  at  one  Ume  so  numerous  in  Europe, 
that  every  country  in  it  was  filled  with  hospitals  far  their 
reception !  * 

The  leprosy  prevails  most  in  the  south  and  west  quarters 
of  Iceland,  which  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  inhabitants  of 
these  parts  being  mostly  employed  in  fishing,  the  rancidity 
of  their  food,  their  wet  woollen  clothes,  an  insalubrious  air, 
and  their  not  paying  due  attention  to  habits  of  cleanliness. 
The  four  hospitals,  one  in  each  quarter,  were  established  in 
the  year  165^,  as  appears  from  two  royal  rescripts  of  that 
date,  in  virtue  of  which,  four  farms  belonging  to  the  crown 
were  appropriated  to  that  purpose ;  the  supernumerary  uten- 
fflls  and  articles  in  the  possession  of  the  cloisters,  were  to  be 
devoted  to  their  establishment ;  and  a  privil^e  was  granted, 
authorizing  collections  to  be  made,  and  catun  fines  and  taxes 
to  be  appropriated  for  their  maintenance.  The  managers 
were  allowed  a  certain  gratuity  for  their  trouble,  and  were, 
besides,  exempted  from  paying  the  common  taxes.f  These 
establishments  have  been  subject  to  several  changes  since 
first  instituted ;  and,  at  present,  they  are  placed  under  the 
direction  of  the  Stiftamptman  and  die  Bishop,  and  enjoj 
only  the  fish-tax,  which  is  collected  in  the  following  mann^- : 
On  the  first  fishing-day  after  Easter,  an  equal  share  of  the 
fish  taken  by  all  the  six-oared  boats,  is  appropriated  to  the 
hospital,  except  when  the  number  of  fish  that  is  caught  dc^es 
not  amount  to  five,  in  which  case  the  hospital  gets  its 
share  the  following  day.  Conndering  the  number  that  are 
afflfcted  with  this  evil,  these  estabhshments  do  not  by  any 
means  appear  adequate  to  their  relief  It  is  seldom  they 
receive  more  than  eight  lepers  altogether ;  and,  in  the  year 

*  Jahn.  ut  sup. 

t  Histor.  Ecdes.  Island.  Tom.  IIL  T^  460,  46L 
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1785,  not  fewer  than  ninety-nine  kprous  persons  were  found 
in  the  diocese  of  Skalholi.  *  What  little  funds  they  po»- 
sessed,  have  been  nearly  annihilated  by  the  recent  deprecia.^ 
tion  of  Danish  currency. 

Skirting  the  base  of  the  hills,  and  fording  the  river  Geir- 
hndsd^  we  arrived,  about  six  o^clock,  at  the  abbey  of  Kyrt- 
kiub(By  a  place  of  great  celebrity  in  the  annals  of  Iceland. 
It  would  appear,  from  the  Landn&mabok,  that,  previous  to 
the  arrival  of  the  Norwegians,  Kyrkivhce  had  been  inhabited 
by  Papar,  or  Irishmen,  professing  Christianity,  on  which 
account  it  was  held  in  such  sanctity,  that  it  was  deemed  im« 
possible  for  any  idolater  to  live  here.f  It  was,  accordingly, 
taken  possession  of  by  a  Norwegian,  of  the  name  of  KeteU, 
who  had  recdved  his  education  in  the  Hebrides,  and  was 
h-anded,  for  his  attachment  to  the  Christian  reli^on,  with 
the  <q)probrious  Appellation  of  emi  Fiflski^  the  Foolish. 
Unmoved  by  the  sneers  of  his  heathen  neighbours,  this  man 
adhered  to  the  true  religion;  and,  if  we  may  judge  from  the 
conduct  of  his  descendants,  he  must  have  taken  great  pains 
in  instilling  its  principles  into  the  minds  of  his  children,  for 
tbey  walked  in  his  footsteps  for  many  generations.  On  the 
death  €£  Eetdl,  his  hors  and  successors  were  expelled  from 
KyrkkAas  by  Hilldir,  the  son  of  a  neighbouring  peasant, 
who,  placing  no  faith  in  the  supposed  sanctity  of  the  place, 
was  4etermined  to  occupy  it ;  but,  it  is  told,  that,  on  his 
ajqpffoaching  the  wall  of  the  t£my  he  was  instantly  struck 
dead,  which  circumstance  tended  in  no  small  degree  to  raise 
its  repute.  About  the  middle  of  the  twelfth  century,  it  was 
in  the  possesion  of  a  rich  and  learned  priest,  named  Biam- 
hard,  who,  confirmed  in  his  resolution  by  the  advice  of 
Klang,  Bishc^  of  SkaOioU^  erected  a  nunnery  here,  of  the 
order  of  St  Benedict,  which  was  decbcated  by  said  bishop  in 
the  year  1186,  and  continued  to  be  governed  by  a  series  of 
twdve  Abbesses  till  the  Reformation,  when  it  was  seculari- 
led,  and  its  possessions,  which  at  that  time  amounted  to  no 

*  Isknd  i  det  Attende  Aarhundrede,  p.  347* 

i"  '^  HUfilo  thar  &dttr  sedt  P&par>  oc  d|^  matto  ihtr  heidner  menn  b&t.** 
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less  than  thirty-one  fanns,  were  anpexed  to  the  private  do- 
mains of  the  King  of  Denmark.  In  the  year  154S,  Chris- 
tian III.  wrote  to  Halldora,  the  last  abbess,  ordering  her 
to  establish  a  school  at  the  abbey,  in  which  the  youth  in  the 
vicinity  might  be  taught  to  read  and  write,  and  be  instructed 
in  the  principles  of  the  Reformation ;  but  the  plan  was  never 
carried  into  effect  *  At  present  it  is  rented  by  a  Hreppsti- 
ori,  and  is  still  superior  in  i^pearance  to  any  farm  in  the 
district  The  church  is  also  in  good  condition,  having  been 
lately  repaired  with  the  drift-wood  which  the  sea  deposits  m 
great  abundance  on  the  coast.  At  the  church-docfr  is  a 
Runic  epitaph,  hewn  in  a  polished  stone  6f  blue  basalt;  but 
the  characters  are  so  obhterated,  that  the  inscription  is  no 
longer  inteUigible.  In  the  church-yard  are  numerous  Ice^ 
landic  epitaphs  on  the  same  kind  of  stone,  several  of  which 
are  composed  by  the  clergyman^s  lady,  who  is  said  to  possess 
some  share  of  poetical  talent 

A  little  to  the  east  of  Kyrkiuhce  is  one  of  the  finest  spe- 
cimens of  basaltic  architecture  I  have  ever  beheld.  It  lies 
close  to  the  road,  in  the  middle  of  the  sand,  and  forms  netflj 
a  perfect  square,  measuring  twenty-five  feet  in  length,  I7. 
twenty  in  breadth.  The  pillars  are  all  pentagonal,  and  are 
joined  together  in  the  most  exact  manner.  The  interstices 
between  them  are  nicely  filled  up  with  a  thin  stratum  of  « 
yellowish  colour,  and  about  the  eighth  part  of  an  inch  in 
thickness,  which,  being  edged  in  along  the  surface,  as  if 
done  with  a  trowel,  suggests  at  first  sight  the  idea  of  mortar. 
On  a  closer  survey,  however,  it  evidently  appears  to  be  a 
natural  cement  that  has  run  in  a  Uquid  state  while  the  {Hi- 
lars were  forming.  Their  greatest  diameter  is  about  nine 
inches.  The  surface,  which  is  nearly  level  with  the  sand,  is 
as  smooth  as  pavement ;  and,  having  been  bleached  by  the 
rains,  wears  a  greyish  aspect,  which  renders  the  spot  very 
conspicuous,  and  is  finely  contrasted  with  the  blackness  of 
the  surrounding  sand.  According  to  a  tradition  stQl  corrent 
in  the  neighbourhood,  these  pillars  were  the  foundation  and 

•  Hiit  Ecdcs.  Isfand.  Tom.  IV.  Pp.  77—82. 
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floor  of  a  monastery  at  a  very  remote  period ;  and  indeed, 
consid)sring  the  fact  that  Irish  Christians  once  frequented  the 
place,  it  is  not  altogether  improbable,  that,  on  their  discovery 
of  this  bed  of  basalt,  they  may  have  erected  a  reli^ous  house 
on  it,  eqiedaUy  as  it  bore  so  striking  a  resemblance  to  the 
Giant^s  Causeway  in  their  native  country. 

At  an  early  hour  on  the  12th,  I  proceeded  into  the  divi- 
sion called  the  Landbroi,  which  is  separated  from  Sida  by 
the  Skapii,  whose  water  again  flows  in  part  in  the  former 
channel,  after  having  sought  its  way  through  the  rents  and 
cavities  of  the  lava.  Nearly  the  whole  of  this  tract  consists 
of  lava,  which  must  havci  flowed  long  before  the  occupation 
of  the  island,  for  it  is  cdvered,  in  most  places,  with  a  thick 
soil,  and  overgrown  with  grass.  From  the  inequalities  of 
the  surface,  and  the  deep  diasms  which  every  now  and  then 
make  their  afq)earance,  it  is  evidently  of  the  more  cavernous 
lavas ;  yet,  surprising  as  it  may  seem,  a  vast  number  of  farms 
and  hamlets  are  raised  on  this  calcined  and  vaulted  founda- 
tion. In  many  parts  are  large  apertures  in  the  middle  of 
the  pasture  grounds,  where  the  crust  has  lately  given  way ; 
and,  viewing  the  situation  of  the  houses,  it  is  impossible  not 
to  tremble  for  the  safety  of  the  inhabitants,  since,  in  all  pro- 
bability, many  of  them  are  separated  from  a  watery  tomb 
only  by  a  porous  dome,  not  exceeding  a  foot  or  a  foot  and  a 
half  in  thickness. 

Passing  Amardr&ngar^  a  farm  situated  close  to  the  margin 
c^  what  seems  to  be  a  more  recent  lava,  I  came  to  Efiistein- 
Wiyrif  where  the  new  lava  begins ;  and,  skirting  it  for  some 
time,  I  arrived  at  the  Eldvatn^  a  broad  river,  or  rather  lake, 
which  derives  its  name  from  its  having  broken  forth  subse- 
quently to  the  late  eruption,  and  appears  to  be  the  reservoir 
of  the  Sieinsmyrarfliotj  and  several  other  infericMr  streams, 
whose  course  was  changed  by  the  progress  of  the  lava.  I 
should  here,  in  all  probabiUty,  have  finished  my  pilgrimage, 
had  not  that  God  who  had  hitherto  watched  over  me  again 
interposed  for  my  deUverance.  At  different  distances  in  the 
water  are  long  poles,  which  have  been  thrust  in  with  a  view 
to  point  out  the  propepr  fording-place ;  but,  as  theii*  position 
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is  only  known  to  those  who  live  in  the  neighbouthood,  thef 
are  more  apt  to  decoy  a  stranger  into  perils  than  furnish  him 
with  a  safe  direction.  Just  as  I  was  on  the  eve  of  altering 
the  water,  with  the  intention  of  crossing  it  above  the  poles 
yet  as  close  to  them  as  possible,  it  was  forded  by  a  lad  from 
the  opposite  side,  who  directed  me- to  keep  below  the  pcde^ 
as  the  bottom  above  them  was  full  of' deep  holes  and  rents, 
and  absolutely  unfordable.  I  was  now  able  ,to  account  for 
the  shouting  of  the  people  at  a  farm  I  had  passed,  but  who, 
as  I  did  not  give  any  heed  to  them,  must  have  supposed  I 
was  acquainted  with  the  danger. 

Having  got  safely  over,  I  rode  on  to  Hnausar,  the  abode 
of  Sira  Jon  Jonson,  who  immedialely  changed  his  clothes^ 
and  saddhng  his  horse,  accompanied  me  in  order  to  guide 
me  across  the  Kudafliot,  the  broadest  river  in  Icdand.*  By 
the  way,  our  conversation  naturally  turned  upon  the  situa- 
tion of  his  parishioners  with  respect  to  the  Scriptures ;  and 
I  learned,  with  concern,  that  though  his  parish  contains  a 
population  of  more  than  S50  souls,  not  more  than  six  fiuni- 
lies  are  in  possession  of  a  Bible.  Before  reaching  the  margin 
of  the  river,  Sira  Jon  engaged  a  peasant  in  the  vicinity  to 
proceed  with  us,  as  he  was  not  without  apprehensions  of 
danger.  Like  that  of  the  Hverfisfikot^  the  bottom  of  the 
Kvdqfliot  is  full  of  uliginous  matter,  and,  in  many  places, 
the  water  is  so  deep  as  nearly  to  cover  the  back  of  the  horses. 
It  took  us  a  complete  hour  to  ford  it :  having  accomplished 
which,  we  crossed  a  pretty  difficult  morass,  and,  in  the  course 
of  another  hour,  arrived  at  Myrar^  where  Sira  Sigurdr  Gis- 
leson  resides,  and  pitched  my  tent  on  a  green  spot  behind 
the  houses.  The  reception  I  met  with  was  distinguishinj^y 
kind,  and  warm  milk,  the  dish  I  always  chose  on  my  arrival 
at  any  place  in  the  evening,  was  almost  instantly  served  up 
to  me. 

Sira  S.  is  a  young  man,  has  officiated  some  years  as  chiqp- 
lain  to  the  Archdeacon  at  Gardi^  and  has  only  lately  been 
married,  and  removed  to  the  living  of  ThyckvabWj  the  church 

*  #11  ftccount  of  iu  nze,  this  rirer  has  been  called  the  NUc  of  Jcdand. 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


ALFTAVER.  241 

and  andent  monastery  of  which  lie  a  little  to  the  west  of 
this  place.     The  tract  is  called  Atftaver^  or  *'  the  Station 
of  Swans,^  owing  to  the  multitude  of  these  fowls  that  fre- 
quented a  lake  in  the  vicinity  in  former  times.     The  nuv 
nastery  was  founded  and  dedicated  in  the  year  1168.     The 
monks  were  of  the  order  of  St  Augustine,  and  were  under 
the  direction  of  a  series  of  abbots,  nineteen  in  number,  till 
the  Reformation.      Brandr  Jonson,  the  sixth  in  the  series, 
was  the  most  learned  and  indefatigable  man  of  his  day,  and 
being  in  great  favour  with  Magnus,  King  of  Norway,  that 
prince  prevailed  on  him  to  translate  into  Icelandic,  or  to 
speak  more  jnroperly,  the  Norse  language,  the  history  of 
Alexander  the  Great,  anc^  several  other  Roman  authors,  to- 
gether with  the  famous  work  Stkrm^  *  which  was  long  mis- 
taken for  the  Bible,  and  of  which  a  particular  description 
vrill  be  found  in  the  historical  and  critical  view  of  the  Ice- 
landic Scriptures  inserted  in  the  Appendix.     It  is  a  remark- 
able fact,  that  in  the  parish  of  ThyckvabaSy  where,  about 
the  middle  of  the  thirteenth  centiuy,  the  first  attempts  were 
made  to  translate  the  Bible  into  die  vernacular  language, 
not  a  single  copy  of  the  divine  oracles  should  exist  at  the 
present  day  !  Sira  Sigurdr  was  extremely  hi^py  to  find  the 
wants  of  his  parishioners  would  now  be  supplied,  and  assured 
me  of  his  determination  to  point  out  to  them  the  importance 
o£  reading  the  Scriptures,  and  to  exhort  such  of  them  as 
were  able,  to  purchase  copies  for  themselves  and  their  child- 
ren. 
'  From  Jlfiaver  and  Skapt&rhmga^  which  lies  to  the  north, 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  there  is  a  road  to  the  south- 
em  parts  of  the  island,  which,  as  it  runs  along  the  back  of 
the  lOEiountains  on  the  coast,  has  obtcuned  the  name  of  FiaOa* 
bcA.     By  pursuing  this  route  the  traveller  not  only  saves 
two  days  journey,  but  eludes  the  dai^rous  rivers  which 
are  poured  forth  from  the  Yokuls.    As  it  was  necessary  for 
me  to  be  at  Eyra/rbacka  or  Reykiavik  before  the  last  of  the 
•iiips  sailed  for  Copenhagen,  in  order  to  write  for  more  Bibles 

*  Hist  Ecdes.  Island,  torn.  iv.  p.  58. 
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and  New  Testaments  for  the  following  year,  I  had  some 
thoughts  of  following  this  track ;  but  considering,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  it  lay  through  a  totally  uninhabited  part 
of  the  country,  and  it  being  of  importance  that  I  should 
visit  the  Dean  of  West  Skaptq^s  Sys9el,  I  preferred  the 
common  road.  A  little  to  the  north  of  the  FiaBaJmk  lies 
the  Tdrjfu  Yokul^  remarkable  on  account  of  the  botUng 
springs  which  are  situated  in  the  midst  of  the  ice,  and  send 
forth  immense  columns  of  steam  into  the  atmosphere.^ 

About  noon  the  foOowing  day  I  lefV  jtf^rar,  acocmipanied 
by  the  two  clergym^i,  (Sira  Jon  having  stopped  aU  ni^t,) 
both  of  whom  insisted  on  proceeding  withme  to  Vtk ;  a  or* 
cumstance  which  proved  the  mor%  gratifying,  as  it  gave  rise 
to  an  interesting:  conversation  relative  to  the  importance  of 
the  work  ot  the  ministry,  the  respmisibiUty  attadiing  to  the 
discharge  of  its  functions,  and  the  necessity  of  personal  re- 
ligion, and  unremitting  fervent  prayer  in  order  to  any  legi. 
timate  hopes  of  success.  At  a  short  distance  Imm  7%ydfc- 
vabcB  monastery,  which  is  only  distinguishable  from  the  sur- 
xounding  hamlets  by  its  church,,  we  entered  Myrdals-simdj 
a  desert  tract,  conasting  fcnr  the  most  part  of  lava  and  adies, 
which  have  been  deposited  on  it  by  the  neighbouring  vokano 

We  here  observed  a  number  of  people  cutting  the  wild 
com,  "f  a  vegetable  whidi  grows  in  different  parts  of  the 
island,  but  nowhere  more  plentifully  than  among  the  sand 
and  ashes  which  cover  the  grounds  along  the  coast  at  tins 
place.  They  cut  it  with  a  sickle  considerably  above  the  root, 
and,  collecting  it  in  small  bundles,  twenty  of  which  form  a 
Icerji  or  sheaf,  they  bind  three  sheaves  together,  and  make 
what  they  call  a  boffgiy  one  of  which  is  placed  on  each  side 
of  a  horse,,  and  thus  conveyed  home,  when  they  dry  and 
thresh  it  (Iceland,  dusia,}  and  then  lay  it  up  in  heaps  against 
the  winter.  The  straw  is  used  for  thatching  the  hoHsea. 
Having  been  dried  in  the  s^  or  kiln,  the  com  is  ground^ 


*  OUifsen*s  og  Poreben*!  Reise,  p.  760. 
i*  Arundo  AieBaria.    Iceland.  Mehr. 
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is  it  b  needed,  by  hand-mills,  the  stcmes  of  whieh  are  usu- 
ally made  of  lava ;  and  these,  with  a  few  excepticxtis,.  are  the 
od^  kind  dfn^ls  on  the  islands  They  ai«  generally  wrought 
by  two  females,  as  in  oriaital  countries,  MattL  xxiv.  41^  and 
are  driven  by  a  handle  of  wood  fixed  on  an  iron  pivet  near 
the  circumference  of  liie  u{^)er  tioill-stone.  The  work  is  very 
laborious,  so  that  the  women  must  constantly  relieve  each 
odier ;  and  as  none  but  the  lowest  of  the  servants  are  «n- 
jdoyed  in  it,  we  may  perceive  the  force'  of  the  prophet^s  ad- 
Aress  to  the  princely  daughter  of  Babylon,  ^<  Take  the  mill- 
stones, and  grind  meai,""  Isaiah  xlvu.  S.  See  also  Exod.  xi.  5. 
Tlie  Icdandersuse  the  meal  of  the  wild  com  both  for  por« 
ridge  and  a  kind  of  diin  soft  cakes,  resembling  the  bai'ley 
bannocks  which  are  common  anumg  the  Scotch  peasantry. 
Their  taste,  thougb  peculiar,  I  found  by  no  means  unplea- 
sant. The  meal  is  also  made  up  into  small  lumps  o{  dough, 
which  are  eaten  in  milk,  and  sometimes  given  to  the  shep- 
herds, who  eat  it  raw  on  the  mountains,  and  are  very  fond 
of  it  Several  parities  are  thu9  supplied  with  the  sponta- 
nemis  production  of  the  sand  ;*  and  the  meal  is  held  in  such 
estimation,  that  it  k  sent  to  distant  parts  of  the  island,  where 
it  ir  deemed  rare  and  ddidous^* 

The  fapFa  in  Myrdahsa/nd  is  supposed  to  have  flowed 
about  the  year  900,  shordy  afler  the  tract  was  taken  poa^ 
session  of  by  IJ^e  Norwegians;  We  are  told  in'  the  Lahd- 
ttdmabok,  that  Rafh  Ha&arlykeU,  who  inhabited  Dynaki^ 
gum^  having  a  presentiment  of  the  erupticm,  removed  his 
dwelling  to  £.iig^,  where  he  was  secure  fromdanger.  From 
the  same  annals,  it  appears,  that  the  tract  was  beautiful  and 
well  inhabited  befcM:^  the  eruption  of  die  subterraneous  fire ; 
but  that  event  compelled  the  settlers  to  flee  wedt  to  HofSo' 
bnu^ea^  where  they  {ntched  their  tents  ina  plain,  called,  from 
that  iarcumstanne,  TtaUdavoUr^  but  owing  to  the  savage  dis- 
poation  of  a  smith  of  the  name  of  Vemundr,  they  were  obU- 
ged  ta  decamp,  and  seek  shdter  fardier  westf    Grossing 


•  Ola&en  og  Povclscn,  p;  829—832* 
f  Landnknabok,  Part  4.  cap.  xii. 
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the  lava,  we  had  on  the  left  hand  the  large  triangular  pr#. 
montory  of  Hiorlei^hofclij  where  EKorleif^  the  compamoo 
of  Ingolf,  landed  in  the  year  874,  and  bang  deooydl  into 
a  neighbouring  wood  by  his  Irish  slaves,  the  fdlowing  qiriii^ 
in  search  of  a  bear,  he  was  murdered  by  them,  together  with 
the  rest  of  his  company.  The  slaves,  gathering  his  property 
together,  fled  to  the  Vesimanna  islands ;  but  were  afterwards 
discovered,  and  killed  by  Ingolf,  in  rev^ige  for  the  murdtf 
of  his  friend.  From  his  lamentation  over  HichrlaTs  dead 
body,  we  are  left  to  infer,  dther  that  Hiorleif  professed 
Christianity,  or  that  he  was  influenced  by  athdstical  pinci- 
pies,  though  the  former  be  the  more  likdy :  LUit  lagdeH 
herjyrergodan  dreng^  erleottrtJ^celarskyldoatbanaverdaf 
oc  sva  se  ec  hvereom  verda  er  eigi  viU  biota.  "  What  an 
ignoble  thing,  for  so  excellent  a  man  to  fall  by  the  hand  of 
vile  slaves !  But  such  must  ever  be  the  fate  of  those  who 
will  not  sacrifice  to  the  gods.^* 

The  promont^n^y  of  Hwrk^kho/di  stands  quite  isokted; 
and,  being  somewhat  hoUow  in  the  middle,  it  is  inhabited 
by  a  solitary  farmer.  Its  sides  are  nearly  perpaodicular,  in 
some  places  excavated,  and,  to  the  west  and  east,  its  base 
has  been  terribly  scooped  by  the  deluges  poured  down  upon 
the  plain  by  the  volcanic  Ybkul  KaUugid.  This  mountain 
occupies  a  distinguished  place '  among  the  Icelandic  vc^ca- 
noes.  It  is  ntuated  about  twenty  miles  back  bom.  the 
coast,  and  forms  the  eastern  termination  of  the  EyafioBa 
Yokvl.  Towards  the  south,  in  whidi  direction  a  number  of 
glaciers  descend  from  it,  lie  Kc&u  and  MyrdaJs-scmdy  a  tract 
of  about  twenty  square  miles  in  extent,  consisting  entird^ 
of  ashes  and  other  volcanic  substances,  deposited  there  du- 
ring the  eruptions,  and  forming  one  of  the  rudest  and  most 
forbidding  scenes  imaginable.  As  the  volcano  is  almost  en- 
tirely cova*ed  with  ice,  in  which  are  large  and  deep  fissures, 
it  has  never  been  fully  explored ;  but  its  crater  is  visible  at 
a  distance,  and  consists  of  an  immense  gap,  surrounded  by 
Uack  rugged  rocks,  which,  in  all  probability,  are  nothing 

*  I^andnamftbok,  Part  1.  cap.  tL  vB. 
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but  lava  that  has  been  instantly  cooled,  on  its  ejection,  by 
the  superincumbent  ice.  Olaften  and  Povelsen  proceeded 
within  a  short  distance  of  it  in  1756 ;  but  were  obliged  to 
{^ve  up  their  attempt,  as  they  were  enveloped  in-snow  and 
mist,  and  exposed  to  the  rage  of  the  vdcano,  which  had 
been  seen  to  emit  flames  only  two  days  before.^  From  the 
occupation  of  the  island  to  the  present  day,  KoUugid  has 
be^i  known  to  disgorge  flames,  and  either  lava,  or  immense 
exundations  of  hot  water,  eight  different  times. 

The  first  eruption,  which  is  also  the  first  phenomenon  of 
Ais  kind  moiticmed  in  the  annals  of  Iceland,  *  took  place 
about  the  year  894;  and  its  effects  are  still  visible,  in  the 
tract  <^  ancient  lava  to  the  east  of  the  mountain.  It  was 
again  in  action  in  the  year  1311,  continuing  to  vomit  ashes 
and  sand  the  greater  part  of  the  winter ;  and,  melting  the 
ice  about  the  crater,  the  inhalnted  tract  in  the  vicinity  was 
inundated,  and  all  the  inhabitants,  except  two,  perished  in 
the  flood.  The  third  eruption  happened  in  the  year  1416, 
and  the  fourth  in  the  year  1580 ;  but  they  appear  to  have 
done  little  damage  to  the  inhalntants. 

Of  the  fifth  eruption  of  Kothigidy  which  happened  16S5, 
the  following  account  is  given  by  Thorst^  Magnusson,  at 
that  time  the  occupant  of  Thydcvabcd  doister :-— <<  At  day- 
teeak  cm  the  Sd  of  September,  it  b^an  to  thunder  in  the 
Yokul ;  and,  about  eight  o'clock,  floods  of  water  and  ice 
were  poured  down  upon  the  low  country,  and  carried  away 
upwards  of  two  hundred  loads  of  hay,  which  lay  in  the  fields 
abmit  JTiyckvabce.  These  floods  continued  to  be  poured 
fiorth,  like  a  raging  sea,  till  past  one  oVlock  in  the  afternoon, 
when  tbey  gradually  diminished ;  but  were  succeeded  by 
terrible  darkness,  earthquakes,  thunder,  flames,  and  showers 
of  sand.  Nor  was  it  in  the  immediate  vidnity  of  the  crater 
akme  that  the  fire  appeared,  but  down  in  the  inhabited  tract, 
at  the  distance  of  nearly  twenty  miles  ft*om  the  mountain, 
igneous  vapours  were  seai  attaching  themselves  to  the  clothes 
of  the  inhabitants.  This  dreadful  scene  continued,  with 
httle  variation,  till  the  18th  of  the  month.  It  was  frequently 
*  See  LandD&mabok. 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


446  KOTLUdA. 

«)  clear  at  ni^t,  that  die  mountains,  indth  all  thar  clefts 
and  divisions^  were  seen  as  distinctly  at  the  distance  of 
twenty  miles  as  they  were  in  the  clearest  day.  Smnetimes 
the  flames  were  pure  as  the  sun :  scmietimes  they  were  red; 
and,  at  others,  they  discovered  all  the  colours  of  the  rain- 
bow. The  lightnings  were  ?i^ifflble,  now  in  the  air^  and  now 
running  over  the  surface  c£  the  ground ;  and  such  as  wiu 
nessed  them,  were  less  or  more  affected,  in  sudi  parts  of 
their  bodies  as  were  uncova*ed.  These  flashes  were  aooom- 
panied  by  the  loudest  claps  of  thunder,  and  darted  back- 
wards and  forwards,  now  to  the  ground,  and  now  into  the 
air,  dividing  sometimes  into  separate  bolts,  each  of  which 
appeared  to  be  Allowed  by  a  separate  report;  and  aAcr 
footing  in  difierent  directions,  they  instantly  collected  again, 
when  a  dreadful  report  was  heard,  and  the  igneous  appear- 
ance fell,  like  a  waterspout,  to  the  ground,  and  became  in- 
visible. While  the  showers  of  sand  lasted,  it  was  frequentty 
so  dark  in  the  day-time,  that  two  individuals,  holding  each 
other  by  the  hand,  could  not  discover  each  othar^s  face.^ 

The  sixth  eruption  took  place  in  the  year  1660,  and  the 
quantity  of  ice,  &c.  carried  down  by  the  inundation  was  so 
great,  that,  where  it  was  deposited,  it  rose  to  the  hd^t  of 
forty-nine  fiithoms  above  the  surface  of  the  former  dqxH»- 
Mons.  One  of  the  floods  carried  away  the  houses  and  chun^ 
of  ir^bArecka ;  and  the  church  was  observed  to  swim 
among  the  masses  of  ice,  to  a  considerable  distance  in  the 
sea,  ere  it  fdl  to  jneces.  The  volcano  appears,  with  some 
intermission,  to  have  erupted  sand  the  two  fdlowii^  yearB. 

In  the  year  17S1,  the  inundations  lasted  nearly  Aree 
days,  and  xsamed  along  with  them  such  amaiang  quantities 
of  ice,  fi^nes,  earth,  and  sand,  that  the  sea  was  filled  with 
them,  to  the  distance  of  three  miles  fram  the  shore.  The 
sun  was  darkened  by  the  smoke  and  aAes,  which  w«^ 
thrown  into  the  air ;  sand  and  punnoe  were  Mown  afaooai 
over  the  whole  island;  and  the  ice  and  water  desohted  a 
considerable  tract  of  grass  land  over  which  they  flbwed  *^ 

*  Mr  Paulm's  MS.  and  H<nr^w*8  N«t  JSiit.  of  loebod,  p.  13. 
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The  last  eruption,  however^  or  that  of  1TS5  and  1756, 
mis  inoonoeivably  more  dreadful  than  any  of  the  preceding, 
and  was  rendered  the  more  famous  by  the  ternble  oonvuL 
fikma  to  which,  at  the  same  time,  a  great  pert  of  the  terres- 
trial globe  was  subjected.  Not  only  were  the  British  isles 
focked  by  repeated  and  vident  shocks  of  an  earthquake;, 
houses  thrown  down,  rocks  spUt,  and  the  waters  of  the  sea 
and. lakes  heaved  up;  but  in  Norway^  Sweden,  Oermany, 
HoUaBd,  France,  and  Italy,  die  same  {di^iomena  were  ex- 
perienced. Spain  and  Portugal,  however,  suffered  most 
fiomtheshodcs.  Numerous  villages,  convents,  and  churches, 
^ere  demolished ;  the  Im-gest  mountains  shaken  Gx>m  the 
foiindajtions ;  and  the  low  grounds  inundated  by  Jthe  swelU 
ing  and  overflowing  of  the  rivers.  Lisbon,  in  particular, 
^exhibited  a  scene  the  most  tra^cal  and  mdancholy.  The 
•most  ponderous  edifices  were  heaved  up  and  shaken;  steeples, 
towers,  and  houses,  thrown  down ;  the  ground  and  streets 
danced  under  the  feet  of  the  inhalntants;  and  many  thou* 
sands  of  them  were  buried  in  the  ruins.  Nor  was  theearth- 
quake  confined  to  Europe.  It  stretched  over  into  Barbary, 
.and  destroyed  upwards  of  a  dozen  of  rities  on  the  coast  of 
Afiica.  Its  ocmcusrions  were  also  felt  in  Persia,  in  the 
West  Indies,  and  in  America.  * 

The  inhabitants  of  the  tract  about  iro^t^*t4  were  first  ap- 
prised of  the  impending  catastrophe  on  the  forenoon  of  the 
17th  of  October,  by  a  number  of  quick  and  irregular  tjremi- 
fiictions,  which  were  followed  by  three  immense  floods  from 
the  Yokul,  that  ccnnpletely  aver&owed  Myrdab-scmd  and  car- 
ried before  them  almost  incredible  quantities  of  ice  and  gra- 
veL  Masses  of  ice,  resembling  small  mountains  in  size, 
puAed  one  anoth^  fcnward,  uid  bote  vast  peces  of  sohd 
rock  on  thrir  surface.  Afler  the  rocking  had  continued  some 
time,  axk  exceeding  loud  report  was  heard,  when  fire  and  wa* 
ter  were  observed  to  be  emitted  alternately  by  the  volcano^ 
friiich  appeared  to  vent  its  rage  through  three  apertures,  si- 

*  Stukdefe  FhikMopbj  of  Eartliqaakes,  ^.  9—30.    Xhitd  Edit  liOacL 
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tuated  dose  to  each  other.  At  times  the  column  of  fire  was 
carried  to  such  a  height,  that  it  illuminated  the  whole  of  the 
surrounding  atmosphere,  and  was  seen  at  the  distance  of  a 
hundred  and  eighty  miles :  at  other  times,  the  air  was  so 
filled  with  smoke  and  ashes,  that  the  adjacent  parishes  were 
enveloped  in  total  darkness.  Between  these  alternations  of 
light  and  obscurity,  vast  red-hot  globes  were  thrown  to  a 
gi-eat  height,  and  broken  into  a  thousand  pieces.  The  fol- 
lowing night  presented  one  .of  the  most  awfiil  and  sublime 
spectacles  imaginable.  An  unremitting  noise,  Uke  that  pro- 
duced by  the  discharge  of  heavy  artillery,  was  heard  from 
the  volcano ;  a  fiery  column  of  variegated  hues  rose  into  the 
atmosphere ;  flames  and  sparks  were  scattered  in  every  di* 
rection,  and  blazed  in  the  most  vivid  manner. 

The  eruption  continued,  with  mcu'e  or  less  violence,  till 
the  7th  of  November,  during  which  period  dreadful  exunda- 
tions  of  hot  water  were  poured  forth  on  the  low  country ; 
and  the  masses  of  ice,  clay,  and  solid  rock,  that  they  hurled 
into  the  sea,  were  so  great,  that  it  was  filled  to  the  distance 
of  more  than  fifteen  miles ;  and  in  some  jdaces  where  for- 
merly it  was  forty  fathoms  deeji,  the  tops  of  tlie  newly  de- 
posited  rocks  were  now  seen  towering  above  the  water.  A 
violent  eruption  happened  again  on  the  17th  of  November, 
when  the  volcano  remained  inactive  till  the  following  year, 
during  which  it.  emitted  fire  and  water  five  times, 'viz.  Janu- 
ary  15th,  June  28th  and  29th,  and  August  12th  and  25th. 

The  principal  damage  occasioned  by  these  eruptions  con- 
sisted in  the  destruction  of  the  pasture-grounds  throughout 
the  most  part  of  the  Syssel ;  in  consequence  of  which,  about 
fifty  farms  were  laid  waste,  and  the  inhabitants  reduced  to 
,  circumstances  of  extreme  distress.  Numbers  of  cattle  were 
carried  away  by  the  deluge ;  and  the  mephitic  substances, 
with  which  every  thing  was  impregnated,  brought  on  a  ra- 
ging  mortaUty  in  difierent  parts  of  the  country.  On  the 
breaking  forth  of  the  water,  a  number  of  people  fled  for  r&. 
fuge  to  an  insulated  mountain  called  Hqfurs^y  where  they 
were  obliged  to  stay  seven  days,  without  either  meat  or  drink, 
and  were  exposed  to  the  showers  of  stones,  fire,  and  water^ 
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winch  iell  around  them.  The  lightning,  which  was  very 
Tiolent  during  the  eruption,  penetrated  through  solid  rocks, 
and  killed  two  people  and  eleven  horses,  three  of  which  were 
in  a  stable.  One  of  the  persons  killed  was  a  farmer,  whom 
it  struck  dead  as  he  left  the  door  of  his  house.  What  is  re- 
markable, his  upper  clotlies,  which  were  of  wool,  wore  no 
marks  of  fire^  but  the  Unen  he  had  under  them  was  burnt ; 
and,  when  he  was  undressed,  it  was  found  that  the  skin  and 
flesh  of  his  right  side  were  consumed  to  the  very  bone.  His 
maid-servant  was  struck  with  the  lightning  at  the  same  time ; 
and  though  her  clothes  were  instantly  changed,  it  continued 
to  bum  in  the  pores  of  her  body,  and  singed  the  clothes  she 
put  on.  She  died  a  few  days  afterwards,  having  in  the  mean 
time  suffered  inexpressible  pain.  * 

Since  the  above  mentioned  period,  KoUugid  has  remain- 
ed in  a  stale  of  tranquillity.  The  weather  being  extremely 
hazy  while  I  was  in  this  quarter,  I  was  denied  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  the  volcano  itself;  but  on  crossing  a  pretty  deep 
river,  called  Malequisl^  I  observed  several  of  the  small  moun- 
tains, consisting  of  ice,  sand,  and  gravel,  which  it  has  hurled 
along  in  its  fury.  At  the  termination  of  the  sand,  stands 
a  mountain  of  an  ordinary  size,  the  sides  of  which  have  been 
terribly  washed  away  by  the  inundations  from  the  Yokul ; 
and  the  road  lying  close  past  its  western  division,  the  cliffs 
assume  a  most  threatening  appearance  over  the  head  of  the 
traveller.  Incredible  as  it  may  seem,  there  is  a  fiprm  situa- 
ted  on  the  mountain,  close  to  the  edge  of  the  precipice,  where 
it  may  be  about  six  or  seven  hundred  feet  of  perpendicular 
height  Its  name  is  Hofdabrecka^  or  ^<  Br^neck,^  and 
lay  formerly  on  the  plain,  but  was  removed,  after  an  erup- 
tion, to  its  present  elevated  position,  that  it  might  escape  si« 
milar  accidents  in  future. 

Turning  the  rocks,  which  are  composed  of  tufia,  and  pre- 
sent a  very  rugged  and  excavated  appearance,  we  came  to 
two  beautiful  dales  wliich  run  up  into  the  mountain,  tmd  are 
dothed  on  both  sides  with  the  richest  grass.     In  die  latter 

*  Olafiwn  og  Pordsen,  Pp.  750— .7O8. 
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of  these,  the  (arms  of  Vik  are  ^tuated,  where  the  Sysad* 
inan  Jon  Gudmundson  and  the  Surgeon  Svend  Paulson  re- 
side. They  are  surrounded  by  high  ridges  of  mountains, 
which  form  an  exoellent  defence  against  the  rage  of  the 
volcano,  except  in  front,  where  a  noble  view  of  the  sea  pre- 
sents itselE  At  the  termination  of  the  mountain  on  the 
light,  several  high  rocks  appear  in  the  water,  which,  in  fog- 
gy weather,  resemble  a  fleet  of  ships ;  and,  indeed,  I  actually 
mistook  them  for  ships  at  first  sight  As  the  house  of  the 
surgeon  came  first  in  my  way,  I  sought  shelter  with  him 
from  the  heavy  rain  to  which  we  had  been  exposed  vooiL 
part  of  the  road.  This  gentleman  is  indisputably  the  first 
Icelander  of  the  age  with  respect  to  natural  sci^ce,  espe- 
cially  those  departments  of  it  which  more  nearly  concern  hii 
own  island.  He  has  travell^  through  the  most  of  it,  for 
the  purpose  of  examining  the  numerous  interesting  pheno- 
mena with  which  it  abounds,  and  has  constantly  kept  a  jour- 
nal of  his  travels.  Were  this  to  be  published,  it  would  cer- 
tainly present  the 'world  with  a  fuller  and  more  accurate  ac 
count  of  the  natural  history  of  Iceland  than  any  we  have 
yet  received.  He  has  also  written  a  topographical  descrip- 
tion of  the  Yokuls,  and  other  mountains  of  the  island, 
which  were  communicated  to  a  society  in  Norway;  but  ai 
that  society  ceased  to  exist  immediately  after,  Mr  Faulson^s 
essay  never  appeared.  Were  he  invited  to  become  a  mem- 
ber of  any  of  our  geologic  societies,  he  would  be  aUe  to  fur- 
nish them  with  much  valuable  information.  One  would  al- 
most suf^x>6e  he  had  fixed  his  residence  at  this  place,  for 
the  express  purpose  of  watching  the  moUons  of  KodugiAy  as 
he  has  only  to  repair  to  the  summit  of  the  mountain  behind 
his  house,  in  order  to  obtain  a  magmfioept  view  of  the  whole 
re^on. 

The  rain  continuing  on  the  14th,  I  did  not  leave  Vik  till 
three  o^dock  in  the  aftemocm,  when  I  proceeded  with  Mr 
Paulson  into  Myrdalj  or  the  VaUey  of  Bogs,  from  which  the 
whole  tract  takes  its  name.  As  Ae  afternoon  was  serene^ 
the  smoke  arinng  firom  the  numerous  cottages,  scattered  on 
both  sides  of  the  valley^  produced  a  y&ry  fine  effect    Cioi- 
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sing  die  swamps  with  considerable  difficulty^  we  ascended  • 
bare  and  stony  mountain,  the  (^posite  side  of  which  we 
reached  a  little  b^ore  dark,  when  I  prevailed  on  Mr  F.  to 
return,  after  he  bad  pointed  outtomethehouseof  a  clergy. 
man  where  I  intended  stoppii^  all  n^ht  My  servant  Snd 
I  now  descended  into  the  plain;  and  after  riding  about  • 
mile  in  it  we  came  to  Hq/iM'sd,  a  river  otherwise^ no  great 
magnitude,  but  which  was  now  mudi  swelled  by  the  rain. 
Having  forded  several  i^feiioo:  branches,  we  arrived  at  the 
main  stream,  which  th^  savant  immediately  entered ;  but 
be  had  only  proceeded  a  short  way,  when  his  horse  was  car- 
ried off  his  feet,  and  wee  or  twice  both  he  and  the  horse 
wane  completely  imm^sed  in  the  flood  The  baggage-horses 
fisUowing,  they  were  rolled  furiously  down  by  the  impetuo- 
sity o£  the  current  to  the  disUmce  <^  ten  c»r  twelve  yards^ 
so  that  I  gave  up  all  for  lost;  but,  in  the  kind  providence 
of  Grod,  they  reached  a  sand-bank  on  ihe  oppodte  side  of 
the  stream,  and  got  all  safely  to  the  mia*gin.  To  pursue 
the  tract  marked  by  them  I  con»dered  presumptuous,  not- 
withstanding their  having  eventually  succeeded  in  getting 
over ;  and  riding  a  little  higher  up,  I  attempted  to  ford  the 
same  division  of  the  strefmi  where  it  broke  off  from  the  body 
of  the  river;  but  my  horse,  as  if  sensible  of  the  risk  his  com- 
panions had  run,  would  not  proceed,  and  turned  just  in  time 
to  save  both  himsdf  and  me*  I  then  returned,  and  called 
to  my  servant  to4)roceed  to  the  house,  whidi  lay  close  by, 
and  request  some  of  the  pec^Ie  to  come  and  dbew  me  the 
proper  fording-place.  Ailer  an  interval  of  about  twenty 
minutes,  I  could  but  just  discover  a  person  on  lu»:seback 
endeavouring  to  come  over  to  me ;  but,  being  always  forced 
back  again,  I  was  at  last  told  that  the  river  was  qfier^  or 
unfordable,  and  had  no  resource  left  but  to  endeavour,  as 
well  as  I  could  in  the  dark,  toreford  the  branches  I  had  al- 
ready crossed,  and,  as  there  were  no  houses  in  the  vicinity^ 
to  ride  back  to  the  side  of  the  mountain,  where  I  resolved  to 
qpend  the  night  As  I  returned,  I  descried  a  light  moving 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  river ;  and,  my  imagination  being  some- 
what disturbed  by  the  glowuness  cf  the  scene,  I  fimcied  I 
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heard  a  person  screaming,  which  gave  me  great  uneadness, 
as  I  feared  either  my  servant,  or  some  person  belonging  to 
the  house,  had  fallen  into  the  river ;  but  I  learned  next 
morning  that  the  light  had  been  exposed  by  the  good  peo- 
ple of  HdlUi  to  prevent  me  frcHn  bewildering  myself  in  the 
dark.  Having  reached  a  part  of  the  mountain  where  there 
was  ploity  of  good  grass,  I  took  the  saddle  off  my  horse,  and 
tying  what  strings  I  had  about  me  to  his  bridle,  I  fixed  the 
other  end  to  the  stirrups,  in  order  to  ^ve  him  as  ext^sive 
a  range  as  possible,  and  sat  down  on  the  saddle,  which  kept 
me  off  the  wet  ground,  and  in  thb  situation  awaited  the  re- 
turn of  day.  In  one  sense,  I  could  say  with  Cc^a,  ^  It  b 
night.  I  am  alone ;  forlorn  on  the  hill  of  storms.  The 
wind  is  heard  in  the  mountain.  The  torrent  pours  down 
the  ropk.  No  hut  receives  me  from  the  rain ;  forkum  on  the 
hill  of  winds."^  But  I. could  also,  with  a  oobler  propriety^ 
adc^t  the  effusions  of  Thomson : 


^  'Tis  nought  to  me ; 


Since  God  is  ever  present^  ever  felt, 

Iq  the  void  waste,  as  in  the  city  full ; 

And  where  he  vital  breathes,  there  must  be  joy." 

The  night  was  long,  and  a  number  of  showers  fell ;  but  the 
length  of  the  one  was  shortened,  and  (he  disagreeableness  of 
the  other  ameliorated  by  the  happy  state  of  my  mind,  to 
which  a  sense  of  Divine  preservation,  and  an  undiaken  con- 
fidence in  Grod,  had  given  a  tone  of  elevation  and  joy.  The 
following  lines  were  so  completely  in  unison  with  my  feelings, 
that  I  could  not  refrain  from  repeating  them  aloud  as  I  ap- 
proached the  mountain : 

"  Jesus,  lover  of  my  soul. 

Let  me  to  thy  bosom  fly; 
While  the  raging  billows  roU, 

While  the  tempest  still  is  high  I 
Ilide  me,  O  my  Saviouri  hide. 

Till  the  storm  of  life  be  past ; 
Safe  into  the  haven  guide ; 

O  receive  my  soul  at  last  I 
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Other  refuge  liave  I  none. 

Hangs  my  helpless  soul  on  thee ; 
Leave,  oh !  leave  me  not  alone^ 

Still  support  and  comfiirt  me. 
All  my  trust  on  thee  is  stafd, 

All  my  help  horn  thee  I  hring ; 
Cover  my  defenceless  head 

With  the  shadow  of  thy  wing." 

About  two  o^dock,  as  I  felt  rather  fatigued,  I  went-  to 
some  cliffs  that  were  fast  by,  and,  in  imitation  of  the  patri* 
arch  Jacob,  <<  took  of  the  stones  of  that  place,  and  put  them 
for  my  pillows,  and  lay  down  in  that  place  to  sleep.***  After 
day-break,  when  the  shadows  of  night  had  vanished,  I  be- 
gan to  survey  the  surrounding  scenery.  To  the  right,  at  no 
great  distance,  lay  the  volcanic  Yokul ;  the  isolated  moun. 
tain  Pieiurs^  appeared  in  the  plain  to  the  left,  and  before 
it  the  breakers  were  dashing  with  a  tremendous  roar  upon 
the  rocks.  Direct  before  me  lay  the  plain,  through  which 
the  river  was  still  pouring  its  restless  contents ;  and,  in  the 
distance,  I  could  descry  the  ScHmma^  and  part  of  the  Eiya-^ 
Jiatta  Yokuls,  Committing  my  way  afresh  to  the  Lord,  I 
saddled  my  horse  about  five  o^clock,  and  as  I  approached 
the  river,  I  was  mbt  by  a  peasant  on  horseback,  who  had 
come  over  to  my  assistance.  The  water  having  now  con^^* 
derably  abated,  we  got  over  without  much  difficulty ;  and, 
arriving  at  HoOt,  my  servant  and  I  congratulated  each  other 
on  our  again  meeting  in  the  land  of  the  living.  I  was  im^  ' 
mediately  presented  with  an  excellent  dish  of  bcnled  milk  j  on 
which,  in  addition  to  what  I  had  in  my  provision-chest,  I 
made  a  most  hearty  meal,  not  having  partaken  of  any  food 
since  the  forenoon  of  the  preceding  day. 
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PeU'^Solheima-^Ydktd  River — SoOieima  Vokul — Cave^^ 
Steinar — VarnuMid^^Vestmarma  hlands-^JIgerine  Pi- 
raU^^HoOt-^Markarflitit'^lnklUgmtPeasani — Flioish^ 
Rd-'^Oddi — Dean  Jorhson^rScemimd  SigJkswrv^^Moiaii 
Heklor^Nwmber  of  Us  Eruptions-^JEffrarbtMcka'^IksO' 
hie  Mimnktin&'^Rmi^er'^Reykuivik, 

Ok  the  1 6th  of  September,  after  q)endbig  about  an  hour  and 
a  half  in  the  company  of  the  clergyman'^s  wife  at  HcUt^  who 
could  not  sufficiently  regret  the  absence  of  her  husband,  I 
proceeded  round  the  lull  to  Fell,  where  I  was  kindly  re- 
ceived by  the  Dean,  Sira  Thord  Bryniolfson.  As  this  gen- 
tleman had  only  been  recently  invested  with  the  oflice  of 
Dean,  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  give  me  an  exact  idea  of 
the  actual  state  of  the  pe(q)le  within  his  bounds  relative  to 
the  Holy  Scriptures;  yet  he  was  of  opinion  that  not  many 
copies  of  the  entire  Bible  were  to  be  met  with,  but  that  se- 
veral copies  of  the  New  Testament,  published  in  1807,  had 
found  their  way  thither.  He  engaged  to  exert  himself  to 
^e  utmost  m  ascertaining  what  number  of  copies  would  be 
wanted ;  to  write  to  his  clergy,  requesting  them  to  notify 
the  arrival  of  the  Scriptures  to  their  congregations ;  and  afttf 
he  had  learned  the*  result,  to  transmit  it  to  Reykiavik,  ia 
order  to  secure  the  requisite  supjdy^ 

About  ten  o'clock  the  Dean  dressed,  and  accompanied  me 
to  Solheima,  Excepting  a  small  tract  to  the  west  of  Fell, 
which  consists  for  the  most  part  of  stones  and  sand,  and  b 
intersected  by  floods  from  the  Yokul,  the  road  lay  over  hills 
that  were  completely  covered  with  rich  grass ;  and  as  no 
cliffs  or  breaks  were  visible,  the  landscape  reminded  me  of 
some  familiar  lawns  in  the  Lowlands  of  Scotland,  while  the 
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berds  that  were  browsing  on  it  apprised  me  of  the  wealthy  cir* 
eumstances  of  the  Sotheima  fanners.  On  our  arrival  at  West 
Sotkeima,  where  there  is  a  church  and  several  houses  of  a 
superior  appearance,  we  were  in^antlj  shewn  by  the  peasant 
mto  a  large  room  well  furnished  with  books,  among  which 
I  was  happy  to  observe  a  fdio  Bible;  and  as  his  wife  was 
finom  home,  he  set  to  work  himself  with  the  coffee-mill,  and 
prepared  for  u»  an  excellent  dish  of  that  expenuve  article  of 
foreign  luxury.  . 

The  Dean  now  returned,  after  having  committed  me  to 

the  care  of  the  peasant,  who  undertook  to  guide  me  across 

die  dangerous  Yokul  river  on  Solkeima-sand.     This  river, 

which  fcHrras  the  division  between  the  eastern  and  southern 

Fwrdungavj  was  originally  ottly  a  small  streamlet,  but  was 

increased  to  such  a  degree  by  the  revolution  that  took  place 

in  the  Yokul  about  the  year  900,  that  it  inundated  the  plain, 

and  washed  away  the  whole  of  its  soy.      The  phenomena 

were  so  novel  to  those  who  had  fixed  their  habitation  in  the 

vicinity,  that  the  frequency  with  which  it  changed  its  course 

was  ascribed  to  the  influence  of  magic.  *     It  was  called  jPe^ 

lalfBky  or  the  foetid  torrent,  on  accdunt  of  the  sulphureous 

smell  of  its  water,  a  prcqperty  the  river  still  has,  and  which 

^ws  that  a  quantity  of  sulphur  must  exist  in  the  bowek  of 

the  Yokul  in  which  it  ori^nates.     It  has  gradually  deepen^ 

ed  its  channel  in  the  sand;  and  the  eastern  bank,  towards 

whidi  the  most  of  the  water  incHnes,  is  from  thirty  to  fifly 

feet  in  height.     The  whole  breadth  oS  the  diannel  may  be 

about  a  quarter  of  a  mile.     On  our  arrival  at  the  margin, 

we  had  at  once  a  fiill  view  of  the  mi^ity  waters,  hastening, 

with  resistless  fury,  down  the  sbjnng  descent  to  the  ocean, 

iriiich  received  them  at  no  great  distance.   We  here  stofqped 

while  tlie  peasant  descended  into  the  river,  but  after  several 

venturesome  attempts,  he  was  obliged  to  return ;  and,  riding 

a  littie  fiuther  down,  we  entered  it  where  its  waters  were 

more  spread,  and  found  it  nearly  as  formidable  as  that  <m 

Breidamark  sand^  only  we  were  unmolested  by  masses  of 

*  Olaftcn  og  PoYdflen,  p.  S46.    liando&xDabok,  P«t  IT.  cap.  v. 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


$56  SOLHEIMA  YOKUL. 

ice.  Owing  to  die  breadth  and  nqpidity  of  the  current,  the 
traveller  is  apt  to  become  giddy  in  passing  these  rivers;  and 
instances  have  been  known  of  persons  who,  by  that  means, 
have  fallen  off  their  horses  and  perished. 

I  have  the  greater  reason  to  be  thankful  for  the  distin- 
guislung  goodness  <^  Grod  in  preserving  me  from  danger  od 
the  present  occasion,  as  I  have  ance  been  informed,  that  obIj 
a  few  days  after  I  forded  this  dangerous  river,  two  travellen, 
in  attempting  to  cross  it,  were  carried  away  by  the  stream, 
one  of  whom  was  never  more  seen,  and  the  other  was  found 
the  same  day,  almost  half  dead,  on  a  small  sand-bank  in  the 
middle  of  the  river !  The  horse  of  the  former  shared  the 
same  &te  with  hb  master ;  and  the  lattar  owed  his  ultimate 
escape  to  his  horse  being  on  the  same  sand-bank  on  whidi 
he  was  lying,  as  it  would  otherwise  have  been  impossible  to 
discover  him. 

The  Sdheima  Voktd  stretches  here  along  the  north  side 
of  the  sand,  and  is  relieved  on  the  east  by  Mt/rdoTs  Yohd 
and  Kbdugid^  and  on  the  west  by  the  lofly  EyqfiaUa  Yokul, 
which  is  about  0,500  feet  in  height,  and  is  more  than  half 
covered  with  snow  and  ice.  It  is  this  ice  mountain  whidi 
is  generally  first  discovered  by  those  who  sail  for  the  southern 
ports  of  the  island,  to  whom  it  is  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Eastern  Yokul,  in  distinction  from  that  of  the  SnttfiUy  wfaidi 
they  call  the  Western  Yokul.  Both  the  EyafiaMa  and  SdU 
heima  are  volcanic  mountains ;  and  it  was  most  probably  one 
of  them  that  emitted  fire  in  1717,  of  which  mention  is  made 
in  the  annals  of  the  country,  where  it  is  indefinitely  termed 
Atutwr^YSkul.  It  is  remarkable,  that  the  last  eruption  of 
JTMuffid  threw  the  Solheima  Yi^ul  into  such  violent  con- 
vulsions, that  it  rose  and  fell  by  turns,  and  was  at  last  raised 
so  high  that  it  appeared  double  its  former  size.  *  As  the 
most  of  it  was  shrouded  in  mist,  I  was  denied  a  sight  of  the 
superior  regions,  but  I  had  a  fine  view  of  a  magnificent 
glader,  which  descends  into  the  plain  at  the  egress  of  the 
riv^. 

*  OUfsen  og  Povdsen,  p.  76S. 
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From  this  pbce,  the  road  nms  past  the  two  famiB  of  iS9to- 
gar^  close  by  die  more  westerly  of  which»  is  the  most  beauti^ 
ful  wata'-fall  on  the  island     The  river  descends  between 
hi^  ledges  of  broken  roek  till  it  reaches  a  perpaidicular 
piectpioe,  orer  whidi  it  is  thrown  in  one  unbroken  sheet, 
measuring  at  least  fifteen  feet  in  breadth,  and  about  forty  in 
height     Cros^ng  the  Cataract  rnrer,  I  came  to  a  moumain 
called  HrwkgfiUy  which  is  extremely,  narrow,  but  stretches 
about  two  miles  in  a  westerly  direction.     It  is  composed  of 
a  rough  i^iecies  cS  tuff^  and  has  been  terribly  rent  and  dis- 
rupted by  the  earthquakes  which  are  so  comipon  in  this 
quarter.     Masses,  several  hundred  square  feet  in  size,  have 
been  dislodged  on  the  plain ;  and  at  one  place  in  particular, 
nearly  the  half  of  the  mountain  appears  to  have  been  over- 
thrown, while  the  remainder  assumes  the  most  impending 
attitude     Yet  in  this  situation,  pmlous  as  it  may  iqvpear, 
several  fanners  have  raised  their  habitations,  and  turned  the 
disrupted  masses  of  rode  to  their  advantage,  by  ccmverting 
the  large  caves,  which  are  contained  in  them,  into  sheep> 
cotes,  stables,  and  hay-lofts.    One  of  these  I  entered  cm  pass- 
ing, and  found  it  nearly  full  of  hay,  together  with  harness, 
and  other  implements  of  husbandry,  which  weite  fianp^g 
around  the  walls;  but  am  sorry  that  the  hay  prevented  me 
from  discovering  the  eitfrance  to  what,  I  have  since  beai 
apprised,  fimns  the  most  remarkable  thing  about  the  cave-^ 
a  vast  apartment,  measurmg  seventy-two  feet  in  length,  by 
twenty«£>ur  in  breadth,  and  twelve  in  haght,  within  which 
is  a  smaUor  vo(»a,  sarving  for  a  bed-chambor,  which  is  fifteoi 
fisetlooi^andnineinlMreadth.    Both  {daces  are  said  to  have 
been  cut  out  by.  pec^le  in  fijrmer  times ;  and,  according  to  ' 
a  tradilMn  current  in  the  naghbourhood,  it  was  inhalnted 
byacham[wonnaniedHrutur;  who^  retiring  into  this  strong* 
hold,  Sethis  enemies  at  defiance,  till  at  last  they  dug  through 
theioof  of  this  cave  and  killed  hiuL* 

At  the  western  termination  of  thb  mountain,  the  plain 
runs  back  between  the  mountains  filming  the  base  of  the 

*  OUtai  Of  PovelMo,  p.  927. 
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EyqfiaBa  VSJctd;  and,  thouj^  the  tract  be  dTno  great 
Inreadth,  I  question  if  thare  be  a  spot  in  Iceland  that  is  bet- 
ter inhabited.  At  one  view,  I  counted  not  fewer  than  twen- 
ty^five  farm  houses  and  two  or  three  diurches.  The  ground 
is  rather  marshy,  but  yields  a  con«derabIe  quantity  of  haj. 
Having  seramUed  over  the  bogs,  which  were  gready  soften- 
ed by  the  heavy  rain  that  had  fiedlen  the  most  of  the  day,  I 
reached  the  base  of  the  long,  predjntoas,  and  rugged  ridge  of 
sand-stone  cliffi  in  front  of  the  Yokul ;  and  passing  throng 
Steinaa^j  a  village  consisting  of  seven  fiimiKe8,.and  the  first 
I  had  seen  since  leaving  Zealand,.  I  arrived,  about  seven  in 
the  evening,  at  a  fiurm  called  VarmahUd^  and  taited  on  a 
dry  doping  ground  to  the  east  of  the  houses.  The  rain  now 
h^^axk  to  pour  down  in  torrents,  and  for  some  time  prevenl- 
me  from  obtaining  the  rest  I  so  mudi  needed^  and  towfakh 
I  instantly  repaired  after  having  enjujwd  my  evening  re- 
past 

Next  morning,,  before  I  got  ftilly  dressed,  I  was  suipriaed 
by  the  peasant,  who,  drawing  aside  the  cloth  o£  my  tent^ 
ckior,  {Nresented  me  with  a  large  bowl  of  excellent  coffiee.  It 
wasinvaininancmstratedagaiiKt  the  trouble  to  which  tiiej 
had  put  themselves ;  ha  oourteowdy  rqdied,  that  I  was  so 
moommon  a  guest^  that  centuries  mi^t  dapse  eie  another 
iMch  traveller  came  to  VarmahUd^  and  the  otyect  erf*  my  jour- 
ney being  so  noble,  it  was  their  duty  taoondribute  the  little 
that  lay  in  their  power  to  my  aooommodatian  and  comfiart 
'  I  bad  no  sooner  left  my  tent,  than  I  was  invited  into  tike 
house,  where  I  found  a  mahogany  table,  fitmished  with  a 
delicious  dish  of  hashed  fish,,  after  wlndv  skyr  and  cseam 
were  served  up.  I  had  also  the  {Measure  of  eating  rye-faraaly 
baked  in  the  Icelandic  mamier.  The  rites  of  iKMpitaK^ 
were  performed  by  an  dderly  fanale,.  stqMaolher  to  the- 
peasant,  who  was  dressed  in  her  Sunday  dolhes,  and  pio. 
sented  a  very  respectable  appearance.  Evtty  thing  aboirt 
Ae  room  looked  neat  aad  dean ;  and  the  smaU  fifanry  was 
adorned  with  a  wdUxmnd  copy  of  the  quarto  Bflble. 

From  this  place,  as  the  morning  was  clear,  I  had  a  mag- 
nificent prospect  of  the  Ve^manna  islands,  which  lie  at  the 
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dbUneeof  about  fifteen  wiieB  from  theooast,  and  take  thenr 
mme  fimn  die  Irish  slaves,  who,  as  has  already  been  men- 
tboed,  fled  thither  for  refuge  in  die  year  875.  These  idands 
aie  fourteen  in  number,  but  consist  entirely  of  barren  vitri- 
fied rocks,  except  four,  on  wUdi  there  i^a  scan^p-  supply  of 
pasture.  Only  one  of  them  is  inhabited ;  and  from  that  cir- 
euBUtance  is  called  Hetfoaeff^  or 'HrnnC'Idcmd.  It  is*  de^ 
fended  by.higfa  difis  on  all  »des;  and  its  surface  is  diversi« 
fied  by  a  considerable  quantity  of  lava,  and  several  low  vol. 
came  hills,  which  are  said  to  have  been  in  action  at  no  very 
remote  period*  *  There  is  a  harbour  here,  within  a  high 
parpendicular  rock,  which  receives  the  breakers  as  they  fUt 
upon  it,  and  renders^  the  water  behind^  perfecdy  smooth. 
The  trade  18  considerable,  and  consists  diiefly  of  fi^  and  the 
fisatfaersoftheinrds  that  inhalnt  the  dilfe.  These  the  peofde 
catch  in  abundance,  being:  wonderfully  expert  in  climbing 
the  moat  hideous  precipices,  and  descendh^  by  ropes  to  the 
roosts  of  the  fi>¥^  They  not  only  use  their  fle^  £Mr  food, 
bat  eoQvart  it,  after  it  has  been  ^operly  dried*,  into  fuel,, 
die  smdl  of  which  renders  their  hovels,,  otherwise  disagree- 
dlde,  absoltttely  intoteraUe  to  strangers. 

The  Ve^hnaxma  islands-  have  a  separate  Sysselmand  and 
two  deigymen^  whaboth  officiate  in  the  same  churdi,  which 
was  rebuilt  of  stone,  at  the  royal  expense,  in  die  year  1774, 
and  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  best  belonging^  to  Iceland.  It 
is  worthy  of  notice,  that  the  tithes  are  still  raised  here  ae- 
cording  to  the  Norw^;iaa  mode,  which  is  ascribed  to  their 
having  been  bequeadied  by  oneof  the  SkaOu)U  Ushops,  be- 
fore the  Reformation,  to  the  monastery  of  St  Michaiel  in 
Befgtn. 

Fortified  as  the  inhabitants  aie,  both  by  thdr  poverty 
mi  die  steepness  of  their  native  cliffs,,  they  have,  neverthe- 
less,  been  twice  exposed  to  the  outrageous  depredations  d 
merdless  piratea  The  first  time,  they  were  attacked  was 
in  1614,  when  the  crew  of  an  English  vessel  landed  h^re, 
under  the  command  of  one  John,  commonly  called  Gentle* 

*  Olafsen  og  PoTdseo,  p.  857- 
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many  from  the  softness  of  his  mfomers,  toaltreated  the  per- 
sons  of  the  uihabitonts,  and  pillaged  the  church  and  other 
houses  on  the  island.  On  thar  return  to  England,  thej 
were  detected  and  punished,  and  the  churdi-prop^ly  -was 
ijestored  three  years  afterwards  by  ordef  of  King  Jame& 
A  more  (direful  calamity,  however,  overtook  them  in  the  year 
1627.  A  number  of  Algerine  pirates,  aflar  having  com* 
mitted  several  acts  of  rapine  and  cruelty,  both  in  the  southern 
and  eastern  quarters  of  Iceland,  arrived  at  Heymaey^  took 
most  of  the  inhabitants  active,  and  bound  them  with  fetters 
on  board  the  corsair,  and  pillaged  and  burnt  the  church,  and 
other  houses  on  the  islands  One  of  the  clergymen,  Joo 
Thorsteinson,  the  first  translator  of  the  Psahns  of  David 
into  Icelandic  verse,  and  who  also  translated  the  bode  of 
Geneffls^  and  other  parts  of  Scripture^  in  a  similar  manno', 
was  basely  murdered  by  one  of  his  own  countrymen  who  had 
^nbarked  in  the  expedition,  and  he  has  on  that  account  ob- 
tained the  name  of  martyr*  The  other  clergyman,  QUab 
Egilson,  was  carried,  with  hia  wife  and  children,  and  near 
four  hundred  of  his  countrymen,  into  a  state  erf*  wretched 
captivity,  to  Algiers^  whence  he  was  released  two  years  after* 
wards,  and  wrote  an  account  of  thdir  miseries,  whidi  was 
afterwards  published  in  Danish.  Only  thirty-seven  survived 
their  calamities,  having  been  released  at  the  royal  expaoiae  in 
1636 ;  yet  even  of  that  number,  not  more  than  thirteen  pa:* 
sons  regained  their  native  island*  * 

Leaving  Varmahlidf  I  proceeded  on  to  the  church  and 
parsonage  o(  HdUt;  on  my  arrival  at  which|  I  discov^ied 
that  the  clergyman,  Sira  Bryniolfr  Sivertson,  was  the  same 
individual  who  had  long  officiated  in  Rejfkiaxrik,  and  had 
only  left  it  for  this  place  a  few  weeks  before  I  came  to  the 
island.  It  was  cause  of  mutual  regret  that  I  had  not  spent 
the  night  with  him,  especially  as  the  exchange  of  a  few  words 
convinced  us  that  we  were  <<  of  one  mind,^  relative  to  the 
importance  and  value  of  the  Goq)el  of  Christ    After  sp&ad^ 


*  Hist  Ecdes.  Inland,  torn.  iii.  p.  80— S3.    At  p.  1S8  of  ^  aonc  wmk, 
8  iDsated  a  most  pitUbfe  letter  from  the  captires,  dated  Algien,  1636. 
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ing  about  an  hour  and  a  half  with  him  and  his  interesting 
lady,  who  kindly  prepared  coffee  for  me,  I  again  left  HcIUy 
accompanied  by  Sirft  B.  who  proceeded  dll  within  a  little  of 
the  termination  of  the  Eyajudia  mountains,  and  expressed 
the  most  lively  joy  on  hearing  of  die  mighty  triumphs  of 
dmne  revelation.  A  little  before  we  parted,  we  stopped  a 
tew  minutes  to  survey  a  curious  cascade  on  the  brow  of  the 
mountain,  at  least  a^t  hundred  feet  high.  What  render- 
ed it  peculiarly  interesting  was  the  drcumstanoe,  that  though* 
the  quantity  of  water  precipitated  over  the  rocks  was  by  no 
means  inconsiderable,  yet  it  was  prevented  from  falling  by 
a  strong  current  of  air  ascending  from  the  foot  of  the  moun* 
tain,  which  converted  the  whole  oc^umn  into  spray,  and 
carrjring  it  up  like  a  doud  into  the  atmosphere:  nothing^ 
oould  more  exactly  resemble*  the  column  of  steam  arising 
finom  the  hot  springs.  I  was  told  by  the  clergyman  that  this 
cascade  serves  as  a  mark  to  the  fishermen,  who  repair  from 
the  main-land  to  the  Vestmarma  Islands,  as  its  falling  in  an 
unbroken  sheet  to  the  base  of  the  precipice  is  a  proof  that 
there  is  but  little  wind  sweeping  along  the  coast ;  but  when 
it  is  borne  up  in  the  manner  just  described,  they  are  then 
certain  that  the  beach  is  inaccessible.  It  is  called  Dr^nda 
F(Mj  or  «  The  Driving  Cascade.^  The  fishermen  have  a 
similar  mark  at  the  islands,  by  which  tliey  know  whethar 
they  may  proceed  with  safety  fipom  the  shore  <«•  not 

Almost  dose  to  the  termination  of  the  long  range  of 
-mountains,  forming  the  base  of  the  EyqfiaUa  YSkul,  flows 
the  Markar/Rotj  a  broad  river,  which  receives  its  waters  finom 
the  Tokuls,  and,  dividing  into  a  number  of  considerable 
streams,  previous  to  its  junction  with  the  sea,  it  forms  seve- 
ral islands  that  are  inhabited  chiefly  by  fisherm^.  Like  si- 
milar Yokul  riv^s,  which  flow  tffough  sandy  plains,  it  does 
not  always  keep  the  same  course,  and  is  frequently  un&rd- 
tiAe  near  the  coast;  in  which  case,  travellers  are  obliged  to 
go  round  by  Hlidarenda^  which  lies  farther  back  on  the  op* 
poaite  side  of  the  valley,  and  is  famous  for  its  having  been 
the  abode  of  Gunnar,  who  occupies  so  omspicuous  a  place 
in  the  Saga  of  Nidi  Thorgeirson.    Its  inhabitants  have  al- 
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ways  been  people  of  the  first  respectalnlity ;  and  at  present 
it  is  oocupied^  the  Sysselmand,  CaocdHeraad  Thoraimaoii, 
^o  is  oonnecled  with  die  best  families  t»  the  isiMid. 

Fording  the  river,  which,  notwithstanding  its  breads 
inMss  acoom}dished  withoot  mud)  difficulty,  I  entered  tiie  tract 
called  FUotiklidf  which  is  for  the  most  part  low  and  swampy, 
but  gets  more  fertile  towards  die  hills  on  the  eastern  ade  of 
the  plain.  As  I  rode  along,  I  was  entertained  by  ti^  inter- 
esting oonversatioD  of  a  peasant,  who  was  trareUmg  to  iby- 
kiavik  in  order  to  dispose  of  his  country  pvoittce.  The 
knowledge  he  discovered  of  the  geography  ami  poitics  of 
Britain  quite  astonidied  me.  He  gave  me  a  k»ig  det«l  of 
the  events  that  transpired  during  the  usuipation  of  Crom- 
well, and  proposed  several  questions  relative  to  the  T%mu$f 
Toff^  For^  &c  His  acquailitance  with  these  things  hehis 
4!hiefly  derived  from  Danish  books ;  and  having  latdiy  falka 
hi  with  an  interesting  work  in  Crerman,  he  has  begun  to 
learn  that  language,  in  order  to  make  himself  master  of  its 
contents.  I  could  not  help  smiling  when  he  told  me,  in  as 
grave  and  positive  a  tone  as  if  he  had  been  versed  in  aU  the 
leamii^  of  the  schools,  that  the  late  Dr  Jonson  of  ShJkdU 
was  pn^oundly  skilled,  not  only  in  thecdogy,  but  also  inpU- 
hsopkff.  This  last  wprd  he  pronounced  with  an  emphssiH 
and  an  €ur,  which  mdicated  a  conviction  of  bis  having  said 
something  big  with  important  meaning.  As  a  proof  that  he 
had  not  read  the  Scriptures  without  reflection,  I  may  men- 
tion his  being  somewhat  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  tenn 
wrath  being  ascribed  to  God  in  the  Bible;  and  it  was  not 
till  I  had  explained  to  him  the  diffierence  b^ween  holy  and 
reasonable  anger,  and  tliat  which  k  unreasonaUe  and  mali- 
cious, and  riiewn  him  that  the  expresoon,  as  applied  to  the 
IHvine  Being,  ^gnified  his  disapprobation  of  every  speciesof 
iniquity,  and  was  ultimately  resolvable  into  his  love  of 
righteousness,  that  he  declared  himself  sailed  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

As  the  road  to  Od£,  where  1  intended  stopping  all  night, 
was  distinctly  visible,  being  wdl  trod,  and  lying  across  a 
tract  covered  with  volcauic  sand^  I  left  the  men  to  farii^  on 
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Ae  baggage  at  their  l^ure,  and  proceeded  forward  hy  my- 
self, in  order  to  call  on  the  ccmrector  of  the  late  school  at 
SkalhoUj  whose  house  lay  directly  in  ray  y^ny.  Fording  the 
ThverAj  which  was  in  some  places  so  deep  that  my  horse 
swam  with  me,  I  encounter^  a  pretty  extenni^^  tract  xS 
swampy  groond,  in  whidi  I  compfetdy  missed  the  road ;  and 
it  was  not  till  I  had  made  constdeniUe  progress  in  the  vast 
plain  beibre  Mmmt  HeklOf  that  I  found  the  path  I  was  fd- 
lowing  led  into  the  division  called  Hreppofr,  I  therefore 
struck  off  to  the  left,  and  afterri£i^  about  an  hour,  Ireadi- 
^  the  bank  of  the  Eastern  R&ng&y  where  I  feQ  in  widi  two 
lads  bdbngmg  to  the  oonrector,  who  put  me  into  the  track 
ieadii^  to  his  house.  This  aged  gentleman  I  found  to  be  a 
zealous  knrer  of  saored  literature ;  and,  what  is  of  still  great- 
er importimce,  a  sincere  frioid  to  vital  and  practical  religion. 
Having  spent  about  two  hours  with  him,  he  favoured  me 
with  a  man  to  conduct  me  through  die  river  to  Oddi^  where 
I  arrived  a  Uttle  past  nine  o^cloek. 

On  entaring  the  house,  it  gave  me  pain  to  think  I  had 
isooke  so  late,  as  most  of  the  family  were  gone  to  bed ;  but  t 
had  not  spent  many  minutes  in  admiring  the  neatness  and 
modem  style  of  a  room  into  which  I  was  shewn,  when  the 
Dean,  Sira  Steingrimr  Jonson,  made  his  appearance,  and  in 
the  firankest  and  most  affectionate  manner,  bade  me  welcome 
to  Icdand  and  to  his  house.  In  this  gentleman,  my  expecta- 
tions, which  had  been  raised  to  no  ordinary  pitch  by  what  I 
had  read  in  Sir  Greorge  Mackenzie's  Travels,  were  foUy  met, 
and  ev^i  exceeded^  and  I  can  only,  with  that  traveller  and 
his  oompamons,  r^ret  that  I  did  not  enjoy  more  of  his  com- 
pany. With  his  extensive  classical  acquirements,  he  unites 
^reet  torbanity  of  manners ;  and  is  deservedly  held  in  the 
hi^est  esteem  and  repute  by  his  countrymen.  After  finish- 
ing his  studies  at  the  University  of  Copenhagen,  he  acted  for 
some  time  as  secretary  to  the  late  Bishop  Finnson,  and  ha- 
ving been  appointed  Lector  Theologise  in  the  school  o(Be»- 
^sastadf  he  continued  to  fill  that  office,  with  great  credit  and 
alnhty,  till  the  year  1810,  wh^  he  roc^ved  the  Deanery  of 
BAngdrvaUa  S^/mL 
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In  a  short  time,  his  lady,  the  rdlict  of  the  ffishop  just 
mentioned,  came  into  the  room,  and  very  politely  served  up 
an  excellent  supp^  of  rioe  and  milk.  About  midmght  I  was 
dbewn  into  a  sleqxng-room,  where  there  was  an  excellent 
bed,  whidi  I  could  not  but  conclude,  from  every  appendage^ 
to  have  belonged  to  the  episcopal  see ;  and  not  having  defi 
in  a  house  since  leaving  Ben^ord^  which  was  now  upwards 
of  a  fortnight,  I  was  the  more  senahle  of  the  luxury  of  mj 
accommodation. 

It  frequently  happens,  that  places  which  have  been  ren- 
dered £unous  by  the  celebrity  of  their  possesscHrs,  fall  in  the 
course  of  time  into  other  hands,  and  scarcely  retain  a  sin^ 
vestige  of  their  former  lustre.     It  is,  however,  very  differ- 
ent at  the  present  day  with  respect  to  Oddi,     Its  present  oc- 
cupant is  a  worthy  successor  of  Ssemund  Sigfussoo,  Jon 
Lop^n,  and  o&er  distinguished  characters,  who  have  flou- 
rished here  during  the  earlier  and  more  interesting  periods  of 
Icelandic  literature.     Ssemund,  commonly  sumamed  Frode, 
or  The  Learned,  who  had  spent  several  years  at  the  most 
renowned  Universifies  of  Germany  and  France,  and  would, 
in  all  probability,  have  been  lost  to  his  country,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  interposition  of  his  relation  Jon  QgmundaoD, 
entered  into  holy  orders  on  his  return  to  Iceland,  and  esta- 
blished, at  Oddij  a  seminary  for  the  education  of  youth*    He 
likewise  applied  himself  to  the  compoaition  of  several  Utera- 
ry  works,  none  of  which,  however,  have  reached  our  times, 
except  the  poetic  part  of  those  valuable  remnants  of  Scandi- 
navian antiquity,  comprehended  under  the  general  name  of 
Tlie  £dda ;  and,  from  this  drcumstance,  intituled  Ssemund^ 
Edda,  to  distinguish  it  from  the  prosaic  part,  which  is  gene- 
rally ascribed  to  Snorro  Sturiuson.    For  a  further  account  of 
this  famous  work,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  Appendix ; 
and  I  would  only  further  observe  here,  that,  as  Snorro  spent 
^teen  years  at  Odd^y  under  the  tuition  of  Jon  Loptaon,  the 
grandson  of  Ssemund,  he  had  an  opportunity  of  acquiring  a 
knowledge,  not  only  of  the  Eddaic  poetry  itself,  but  also  of 
the  sources  from  which  it  had  been  derived.     The  Oddc 
Annals  have  also  been  ascribed  to  Saemimd ;  but  Bishop 
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JoDficm  idiews  them  to  be  die  productioii  of  a  niare  recent 
age.* 

Oddi  is  flitaated  on  the  south-east  side  of  a  number  of  loir 
hillfl^  which  are  completely  overgrown  with  grass,  and  form 
a  very  extensive  Htn.  On  the  mcnming  of  the  17th,  the 
Dean  accompanied  me  to  the  top  of  the  hij^iest,  from  wbkb 
I  had  a  fine  view  of  the  surrounding  plain.  It  is  perhaps 
the  most  exten^ve  that  is  to  bemetwithontheidand,  bcAi^ 
not  less  than  twenty  miles  in  every  direction;  and  as  the 
volcfuiic  ashes  and  suid,  which  ccmipose  its  £Mindation,  are 
in  most  places  covared  with  a  pretty  thick  soil,  it  affords  un* 
commonly  rich  pasturage.  I  had,  at  the  same  time,  a  mag* 
iiificent  view  of  Motmi  Hekla^  which  reared  its  snow-capped 
summits  to  the  douds,  and^  by  calling  to  mind  the  desola* 
tions  it  has  qpread  upon  the  adjacent  country,  insfnred  the 
mind  with  a  temporary  melancholy  and  gloom.  Were  it 
not  for  this  drcumstance,  combined  with  the  number  of  its 
recorded  auptions,  there  is  little  in  the  appearance  of  Hdda 
to  attract  the  notice  of  the  traveller,  even  suppobing  him  ne^ 
ver  to  have  seen  any  other  mountains  but  those  in  the  vicU 
nity.  The  Trehymmgj  or  Three  Hcumed  Mountain,  be. 
tween  HeUdasnA  the  EyafiaUa  Tckvl^  has  a  &r  nobler  and 
more  picturesque  ^qpearance.  Having  been  accustomed  to 
hear  of  this  volcano  as  rivalling  Vesuvius  ^jodEtntiy  a  stnmg 
prejudice  in  favour  of  its  magnitude  and  grandeur  had  root- 
ed itself  in  my  mind,  and  I  had  formed  the  idea  that  the 
very  sight  of  it  must  be  replete  with  gratification.  Now, 
however,  when  I  had  it  direct  before  me,  at  the  distance  of 
about  four-and-twenty  miles,  it  sunk  into  comparative  infflg-^ 
nificance ;  nor  do  I  conceive  there  is  any  thing  shoMtHekla 
that  is  calculated  to  make  an  indelible  impression  on  the  me- 
mcHry,  except  an  actual  eruption,  which,  of  course,  must 
present  a  spectacle  never  to  be  forgotten, 

Hekla  is  situated  about  thirty  miles  back  from  the  coast, 
and  is  estimated  at  somewhat  near  4000  feet  in  hdght  Its 
summit  is  divided  Into  three  peaks,  the  middle  of  which  is 

*  Hist  Ecdes.  Itlaad.  Todou  I.  p.  199.    Note. 
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the  highest  The  craters  form  vast  hdlcnrs  on  the  sideB  ef 
diese  peaks,  and,  according  to  the  last  accounts,  are  partially 
€tted  with  snow.  The  mountain  itself  consists,  for  tbemost 
fxirt,  of  sand  and  slags;  the  lava  bein^  confined  to  the  low. 
<er  r^^ions,  and  forming  an  immensely  rugged  and  vitrified 
wall  aroand  its  base.  From  this  circumstance  it  has  been 
eoncluded,  that  Ibe  lava  has  not  proceeded  from  the  craten 
Ht  the  summit  of  Hetdoj  bat  ftom  apertures  at  ao  great  ele- 
vation on  its  sides.  There  was  very  little  snowon  it  atthii 
time ;  and,  indeed,  the  Dean  informed  me,  that  there  hai 
been  a  considexably  less  quantity  than  usual  observed  these 
three  last  years,  which  is  most  probaUy  owing  to  an  incnase 
t£  heat  in  the  interior  of  the  mountain,  and,  taken  in  con- 
nection with  the  long  interval  which  has  ik>w  eli^)sed  siiioe 
its  last  erupticm,  has  naturally  given  rise  to  the  apprehensioD 
that  some  new  explosion  is  at  no  great -distance.  SirGwrg^ 
Mackenzie,  Dr  Holland,  and  Mr  Bright,  are  the  last  tra- 
vellers who  have  ascended  Mount  Hekla.  On  the  8d  of  Au- 
gust, 1810,  they  gained  its  summit,  at  which  time  they  ob- 
served the  vapour  c^  water  ascending  fixNU  several  parts  of 
the  middle  peak,  and  the  heat  in  the  mountain  was  so  in- 
tense, that  on  ronoving  a  few  of  the  shigs  from  the  surface, 
they  fotind  those  below  too  hot  to  be  handled;  and  oo 
placing  a  thermometer  amongst  them,  it  rose  to  144^.  * 

This  fiunous  volcano  is  siqpposed  to  have  emitted  lava  pre- 
vious to  the  occupation  of  Uie  island ;  but,  subsequent  to 
that  period,  twenfyihree  eruptions  are  recorded,  of  which 
the  dates,  and  the  intervals  tiuit  existed  between  them,  vt 
asfioUows. 

*  Travels  in  IccUmd,  p.  218. 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


MOUNT  HSKLA. 

26 

loUrral 

Number. 

Date. 

between  the  cmptioM. 

1. 

A.  D.  1004 

2. 

1029 

25 

years. 

3. 

1105 

.        .            76 

-. 

4. 

-         1113 

8 

— 

5. 

1157 

44 

... 

6. 

1206 

-         -             49 

-^ 

7. 

1222 

16 

— . 

8. 

1294 

72 

.^ 

9. 

1500 

-       -             6 

.^ 

10. 

1340 

40 

^m. 

11. 

1374 

34 

». 

12. 

1890 

16 

— . 

18. 

1436 

-        .            46 

.^ 

14. 

1510 

74 

•^ 

15. 

1554 

44 

... 

16. 

1583 

29 

.. 

17. 

1619 

36 

.— 

18. 

1625 

6 

.- 

19. 

1636 

11 

.1.. 

20. 

1693 

57 

.-. 

21. 

1728 

35 

— 

22. 

1754 

26 

..» 

23. 

I766-.I76 

f8      -            12 

_ 

From  these  dates  it  will  appear,  that  sometimes  a  consider, 
able  period  intervenes  between  the  eruptions,  and  that  nearly 
fifty  years  have  now  elapsed  since  the  last  time  the  volcano 
was  in  action.  The  dates  are  taken  from  the  ori^nal  of 
Von  TroiTs  Letters ;  *  in  which  Aey  are  stated  to  be  found- 
ed on  the  accounts  of  Jacobsen,  Olafsen  and  Povelsen,  and 
others.  The  latter  gentlemen,  after  regretting  the  inaccu- 
racy  of  the  annals  on  this  subject,  mention  their  firm  con- 
viction,  that  twenty-two  eruptions  had  taken  place  previous 
to  the  time  they  wrote,  independent  of  the  irregularity  of  the 
records.  It  is  to  be  observed,  however,  that  these  eruptions 
have  diiSered  greatly,  both  in  point  of  magnitude  and  dura- 

«  Upmlft,  17779  8n»*  pw  885. 
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tion.     Some  of  them  haye  only  lasted  a  few  days,  others  for 
months,  and  some  have  continued  mote  than  a  year. 

The  surrounding  country  was  formerly  inhabited  almost 
dose  to  the  mountain,  and  is  said  to  have  been  uncommonly 
beautiful  and  fertile ;  but  the  successive  inundations  of  lava 
have  entombed  the  farms ;  and  the  verdant  meadows  have 
been  almost  entirely  covered  with  sand  and  pumice.  The 
drcumjacait  farms  suffered  conaderably  in  the  eruption  of 
1760 ;  but  the  piincipal  damage  was  done  to  the  districU 
in  the  north  of  Iceland,  by  the  ashes  that  were  earned  by 
the  wind  to  that  quarter. 

The  population  of  RingarvaMO'Syssel,  of  which  Sira 
Steingrimr  is  Dean,  consists  of  9,999  souls ;  few  of  the 
families  are  in  possession  of  the  Scriptures ;  and  not  more 
than  the  half  are  able  to  purchase  copies  of  the  present  edi- 
tion, notwithstanding  the  low  price  at  which  they  are  scdd. 
Sira  S.  had  already  matured  a  plan  for  their  distribution, 
and  he  assured  me  they  would  be  recdved  with  the  utmost 
gratitude  and  joy. 

After  spending  the  forenoon  in  a  very  interesting  conver- 
sation, which  embraced  various  literary  topics,  and  espe- 
dally  those  connected  with  sacred  learning,  I  lefl  Oddi  about 
twelve  o^ck)ck,  and  was  accompanied  by  the  Dean  across 
the  Western  RAng&y  and  the  extensive  marshy  waste  which 
lies  between  Odd/t  and  the  ThiarsA  ferry.  Having  given 
his  boy  du-ecdons  to  proceed  with  me  to  EyrarbadccL,  and 
seen  me  into  the  boat,  the  Dean  returned,  and  we  immedi- 
ately laimched  into  the  stream,  which  at  this  place  is  very 
broad ;  and  being  extremely  shallow  towards  the  q)podte 
side,  we  were  obliged  to  land  on  a  sand-bank,  a  little  past 
the  middle,  where  we  mounted  our  horses,  and  forded  the 
remainder  of  the  river.  The  road  now  lay  through  a  levd 
tract,  the  soil  of  which  was  wet,  but,  being  supported  by 
lava,  at  no  great  (](epth,  we  crossed  it  with  great  ease ;  and 
arriving  at  the  sea,  we  proceeded  along  the  beach  to  Etfrar^ 
backa^  which  we  reached  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening. 
I  was  here  hospitably  received  by  my  friend  Kammer-As- 
sessor  Thorlacius,  who  had  only  arrived  with  his  family  a 
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&w  days  before  me ;  as  also  by  the  mevchant  to  whom  the 
trading-station  belongs^  Mr  LambasscHi,  in  whose  vessel  a 
eaatidmhle  quantity  of  New  Testameaits  had  arrived  frmn 
Copenhagen* 

Eyrarbacka  is  the  first  harbour  on  the  south  coast  <^ 
loekmdy  die  beadi  beii^  inaccessible  along  the  whole  dP  the 
intermediate  space  between  this  place  and  Berufiord^  owing 
to  die  heavy  swell  in  the  sea, -and  its  being  entirely  without 
shdtar,  ^ther  from  rocks  or  islands.  There  is  here  a  nnm^ 
ber  of  blind  volcanic  rocks  a  short  way  out  from  the  fSnate^ 
by  which  the  swell  is  in  a  great  measure  broken.  Owii^ 
however,  to  the  same  reason,  the  entrance  is  very  crooked 
and  dangerous ;  and,  even  when  a  vessel  has  got  in,  she  is 
obliged  to  be  fastened  by  four  or  five  strcmg  cables^  which, 
at  great  expense,  are  made  fast  to  large  iron  rings,  sddered 
into  the  surrounding  rocks.  As  the  beach  on  which  the 
dwelfing-house  and  warehouses  stand  is  low,  the  sea  breaks 
completely  over  it  in  winter,  and  has  more  than  once  inun* 
dated  the  houses,  though  a  formidable  barrier  of  stones  haa 
been  raised  in  front,  for  the  purpose  of  de£»adtng  them 
against  the  fnry  c^  that  turbulent  element 

Having  letters  to  write  to  Copaihagen,  I  did  not  leave 
Ejfrarbadca  brfore  the  aflemoon  c^  the  19th,  when  proceed* 
ing  about  a  mile  to  the  north-west,  I  came  to  the  ferry  over 
the  OyMs^i  a  mighty  river,  nearly  half  a  nule  in  braidth^ 
which  isibrmed  by  the  confluence  o£  iheSog^  and  the  Bruc^ 
rir-vaU^  together  with  a  number  of  inferiixr  rivers^  With  the 
HvUAy  which  I  had  passed,  near  its  egress^  on  my  way  to 
die  noidi,  and  which  even  then  wcoe  a  formidable  appear* 
anoe.  As  die  ac^aoent  country  lies  very  low,  it  is  frequendy 
overflowed,  especially  in  spring,  when  a  thaw.happens  to 
take  placeon  the  mountains  before  the  river  has  been  cleared 
of  the  masses  of  ice  that  had  collected  in  it  duiii^  the  win- 
ter. From  the  ferry,  I  proceeded  nearly  two  miles  alcmg 
the  west  side  of  the  river,  and  after  crossing  a  rugged  stream 
of  lava,  arrived  a  little  after  dark  at  BreidabdUtad,  the  last 
lam  on  the  south  ode  of  the  mountains,  where  I  pitched 
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my  tent,  and  was  treated  widi  the  usual  Icelandic  lMM|nta- 
Mty. 

On.Tuesday,  the  IMMicrf'Septembra',  I  started  at  an  early 
hour,  in  order  to  finish  the  last  stage  of  my  journey  finr  the 
present  season.  From  Brddabolgtad,  the  road  runs  in  a 
northerly  direction,  and  leads,  all  at  once,  inta  one  of  the 
most  gloomy  and  inhospitid)le  r^ons  I  had  yet  traversed. 
It  forms  part  of  the  long  range  cf  irregular  and  shapdess 
mountains,  which  stretches  the  whole  way  from  T%i$igvaL 
lavcOn  to  Cape  Reykiomess;  and  whidi  partly  owes  its  on- 
gin  to  the  awful  effects  of  subterraneous  fire,  and  has  pardy 
been  overturned  during  subsequent  convulsions.  Beds  of 
lava  lie  scattered  here  in  every  direction ;  and  I  found  it  no 
easy  matter  to  elude  the  cracks  and  fissures  which  evay  now 
and  then  opened  into  the  road.  Having  traversed  die  lava 
for  some  time,  my  attention  was  attracted  by  a  number  of 
craters  to  the  right,  which  are  known  by  the  name  <^  TrS- 
ladyngiofr^  or  <<  Magic  Heaps.^  They  are  mostly  erf*  a  come 
form,  and  hollow  within,  and  are  covered  with  red  slag,  the 
last  effects  of  subterraneous  heat  It  was  from  diis  tract 
that  the  famous  eruption  of  A.  D.  1000  proceeded ;  while 
the  national  assembly  was  dehberadng  whether  the  Christian 
re%ion  should  be  adi^ted  or  not,  and  whidi  gave  rise  to 
the  welL-known  argument  of  Snorri  Grodi.  *  Accorduig  to 
the  statement  of  Bishc^  G^rie  Oddson,  in  hk  CcBecL  MSS. 
ad^HUt,  Nat.  another  eruption  took  place  in  1340; -f>  and, 
iinleed  the  place  bears  every  mark  of  reiterated  devastatm. 

Just  before  leaving  this  nngulaiiy  wild  des^  I  was  sur- 
prised by  a  fine  fiock  of  rein-deer,  marching  dowlj  down 
the  side  of  a  mountain  dose  betide  me.  They  were  move 
than  fifty  in  number,  and  were  under  the  guidance  of  a 
noble  stag,  who  led  the  van,  and  every  now  and  then  turn- 
ed round  to  look  at  me,  and  inspect  the,  state  of  his  tioopi. 

"  Nor  yet  appear  his  care  and  conduct  small ; 
From  rank  to  rank  he  moves  and  ovders  alL 
The  stately  ram  thus  measures  o'ar  the  gr(mnd« 
And>  master  of  the  fiodu,  surveys  them  roond.^ 

*  Page  12.  t  01«6cii  og  Povdsen,  p.  74* 
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What  is  flftid  of  the  wild  ass,  may  equally  apply  to  fliestag: 
^  lYbose  house  I  have  made  the  wilderness,  and  the  barreft 
land  his  dwdlings.  The  range  of  the  mountains  is  his  pafr. 
tore,  and  he  searclwth  after  every  green  thing.^  Job  xxxviiL 
69  8.  Il  was  in  these  mountains^  that  three  rein-deer  weie 
introduced  from  Lapland,  in  the  year  1770,  and  they  hava^ 
now  multiplied  to  that  degree,  that  they  form  numerous 
herds,  and  subost  on  the  moss,  which  grows  plentifuUy  in 
this  quarter.  It  is  but  seldom  that  any  of  them  are  killed, 
the  inhabitants  suffering  them  ta  remain  in  quiet  possession 
of  these  desolate  r^cms.  They  appeared  much  tamer  than 
I  diould  have  supposed,  and  allowed  me  to  ride  within  half 
a  gun-shot  of  than,  before  they  mended  their  pace. 

At  the  termination  of  the  lava  I  descended  by  a  very  pre- 
dpitous  path  into  a  deq>  gulley^  the  bott<Hn  of  which  was 
covered  with  slags  and  volcanic  sand,  and,  extricating  my- 
adf  by  a  pass,,  the  sides  of  which  exhibited  huge  masses  of 
tuffi^  I  entered  a  vast  plain  entirely  overrun  with  lavas,  the 
various  ages  of  which  were  not  only  visible  from  the  streams 
which  had  successively  been  heaped  above  each  other,  but 
also  from  th^  colour,  and  the  greater  or  less  quantity  of 
soU  which  is  hare  and  there  attached  to  their  surface.  After 
a  very  fieitiguing  ride,  I  came  to  the  TVofio-Aom,  or  <<  Giants^ 
Children,^  a  number  of  minute,  but  singularly  interesting 
volcanic  chimnies,  which  have  been  formed  by  the  cooling 
€^  the  lava.  They  are  from  five  to  eight  feet  in  height,  and 
the  largest  may  be  twenty  feet  around  the  base.  They  are 
all  hollow  within;  most  of  them  domed,  and  presenting 
more  or  less  of  a  lata'al  opening  through  which  the  melted 
substances  have  obtained  a  fresh  vent.  The  lava  is  strongly 
vitrified,  and  its  colour  varies  from  a  black  to  a  light^een. 
The  outside  of  the  dome  exhibits  a  slaty  appearance,  re- 
sembHng  the  scales  of  a  fish,  while  it  is  hung  within  with 
the  most  beautiful  stalactites.  Some  of  these  craters  serve 
for  sheep-pens;  and  in  one  of  them  I  discovered  a  hard  bed 
(rf^lava,  which  is  used  by  those  who  traverse  this  tract  in 
winter.  I  had  no  sooner  quitted  this  interesting  spot,  than 
I  recognised  the  Erian  and  other  mountains  to  the  norths 
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east  of  ReyTdavik.  I  now  applied  for  the  last  time  to  my 
atock  of  provisions,  and  leaving  my  servant  to  bring  up  the 
baggage-horses  at  his  Idsure,  I  rode  on  to  ReyTdannkj  where 
I  arrived  about  fiveo^clock  in  the  afternoon,  after  an  absence 
of  fifty-dght  days,  and  performing  a  journey  oimoxt  than 
1800  British  miles. 
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Wyutr  in  tcekofidr^'^JtymaU^^  iee-^Jurara  So^ 

reaii^  TravdUnff'^CkxupaUons  in  gener al--^  Winter  em^ 
plo^memii'^Flthefy^^Manner  in  whick  the  Icelanders 
^pend  the  long  eoenings — Famihf  devotion — Education'^ 
B^saetad  echoot-^olitude  of  Winter-^Tone  GfSocietjfai 
Sijfkiavik. 

JL  HOUGH  this  island  ooeut)ied  a  more  southerly  latitude,  and 
presents,  on  the  wfacde,  a  mudi  greater  extent  of  vegetatioa 
Aan  die  adjacent  continent,  it  hds  nevertheless  been  unfor^ 
Imatdy  doomed  to  bear  the  repuUve  name  of  Iceland^  while 
the  other  has  been  &voured  with  the  pleasing  and  animating 
appeOation  of  Greenland.  The  imposition  of  these  names 
was  whblly  ailntrarj,  according  to  the  accidental  drcum- 
atances  of  the  individuals  with  whom  they  originated  Floki^ 
tiie  third  adventurer  to  Icdand,  happening  to  ascend  one  of 
the  mountains  in  the  western  peninsula,  discovered  a  bay 
eonapletdy  filled  with  Greenland  ice,  and  therefoile  thought 
himself  entitled  to  change  the  name  g^ven  to  the  island  by 
his  predecessors,  to  that  which  it  has  evar  dnce  retained 
The  ooDsequaM^e  has  been,  that  the  generality  o£  those  who 
inhabit  more  genial  dimes,  have  viewed  it  as  equally  inhos* 
pttable  with  the  most  rigid  of  the  polar  reg^ns,  and  con- 
ndered  the  natives  as  exposed  to  all  the  benumlnng  influence 
of  refentless  firosts,  and  perpetually  immersed  in  ice  and  snow. 
This,  however,  is  far  from  being  the  case.  The  climate  is 
perhaps  more  unsettled,  but  it  is  very  seldom  that  the  cold 
ia  more  intense  than  in  the  south  of  Scandinavia  At  first, 
I  confess,  I  shuddered  at  the  idea  of  spending  a  winter  in 
Icdand;  but  what  was  my  surprise  when  I  found  the  tem- 
perature of  the  atmoqpbere  not  only  greater  than  that  of  the 
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preceding  winter  in  Denmark,  but  equal  to  that  of  the  mild- 
est I  have  lived  either  in  Denmark  or  Sweden ! 

In  the  month  of  November,  the  mercury  in  Fahrenheit^g 
thenflometer  did  not  sink  lower  thto  20*^,  and  it  was  nearly 
as  often  above  the  freezing  point  as  below  it  On  the  fkh 
of  December,  with  clear  weather  and  a  hght  breeze  from  the 
east-north-east,  it  sunk  to  8°  50",  after  which,  especially  to. 
wards  the  end  of  the  year,  the  weather  became  remarkably 
mild,  and  continued  in  this  state  till  near  the  middle  of  Ja- 
nuary ;  the  thermometer  for  the  most  part  between  84P  and 
40**.  On  the  10th  and  11th  of  January  it  fell  as  low  as 
15^  W\  but  rose  again  in  a  short  tinoe,  and  continued  much 
more  frequently  above  than  below  the  point  of  congelaticm 
till  the  7th  of  March,  when  we  had  a  strong  wind  from  the 
N.  N.  W.,  and  the  mercury,  which  had  sltood  the  preceiMi^ 
day  between  SO^  and  34^^,  sunk  in  the  morning  to  9^  90^,  at 
noon  to  8%  and  at  9  o'^clock  in  the  evening  it  ^  as  low  at 
4^  SO',  which  was  the  strongest  degree  of  frcttt  we  had  tiw 
whole  winter.  The  following  evening  it  was  at  0^ ;  on  tka 
9th  it  rose  to  10^;  on  the  lOth  to  19®;  and  so  on  till  tlia 
ISth,  when  it  got  again  to  SS^,  and  continued  f(Hr  the  iBOst 
part  above  it  the  whole  of  the  month.  On  the  ISth  of  April 
it  fell  to  19®,  but  otherwise  kept  varying  between  St^  and 
52^.  About  the  middle  of  May  the  atmosphere  grew  ookfer, 
oocaaoned  most  pidbably  by  the  approach  of  some  maises 
of  Greenland  ice,  and  on  the  18th  and  several  of  the  fellow- 
ing  days  the  mercury  was  at  S9®. 

'  The  quantity  of  snow  that  fell  during  the  winter  was  ^efy 
considerable,  especially  in  the  northern  parts  of  the  isboid^ 
where  many  of  the  peasants  were  reduced  to  drcumstMMea 
of  great  distress,  by  the  total  consumption  of  the  fodder  tfacy 
had  provided  for  dieir  cattle.  The  atmosphere  'was  oci  tlw 
whole  rather  dear  and  serene,  than  darkened  by  mists,  irfaaoh 
is  in  a  great  measure  to  be  ascribed  to  the  pievalenoe  of 
brisk  land  winds,  to  which  the  mountainous  nature  of  the 
country  is  extremely  favourable. 

It  must,  at  the  same  time,  be  allowed,  that  the  winter  of 
181 4>  as  wdl  as  that  whidi  immediatdy  jmoeded  il^  waft 
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<tadndered  by  the  ledanders  as  unoomnkmly^Ud.  In  the 
ecmrse  of  the  last  century,  the  wintecs  of  1717»  174S,  1784^ 
IumI  179SS,  w€^  exoeasively  severe ;  and  the  salt  water  itsdf 
was  frozen  to  audi  an  extent,  that  a  oommunication  was  kept 
ap  for  some  time  on  the  ice  between  the  ooasts  on  some  of 
the  principal  bays,  as  also  between  the  different  isiandfi  in 
the  Brmdafiord.  The  keenest  frost  ever  eKperieaoced  in  loe* 
land  was  in  the  year  1848,  when  the  ocean  was  congealed 
idi  itHind  the  idimd,  so  as  to  admitof  the  inhabitant  riding 
aihcnebaek£xHntheone  pronionCory  totheotherontheioa. 
Nothing  so  materially  affects  the  climateof  Iceland  as  the 
aenivai  of  the  floating  ice  from  the  c^iponte  coast  of  Gtreen* 
land^  Gener^y  towards  the  end  of  winter,  and  sometimes 
in  the  beginning  of  sunmier,  it  is  seen  moving  towards  die 
SMJit  in  immense  masses,  which  are  not  unfrequently  pUed 
oae  above  another,  and  m<»e  resemble  islands  with  nuanw 
tains,  castles,  and  sfures^  than  bodies  of  ice.  They  are  ao 
thick  that  they  ha««  been  known  to  run  agiDUttd  in  ^ghty* 
fathoms^  waten  Their  motion  is  not  so  much  accelerated 
by  the  wind  as  by  the  current ;  but  their  rapidity,  when  im- 
pelled by  these  two  causes  conjointly,  is  so  great,  that  no  six* 
oared  boat  is  able  to  keep  <q>  with  them.  When  the  sea  is 
agitated  by  a  storm,  the  ioe-islands  are  dashed  against  each 
other  in  the  most  tremendous  manner ;  the  noise  arising  from 
the  d^  is  heiurd  at  a  great  distance;  and,  iisoft^  happeni^ 
the  drift  timher  jammed  in  between  the  masses  takes  fii^ 
from  the  fViction,  presenting  to  the  eye  of  the  spectator  a 
scene  the  most  incongruous  that  can  possibly  be  imaged* 
The  quantity  of  floating  ice  is  commonly  so  great,  that  it 
not  mly  chdLea  iq>  all  the  friths  and  bays,  but  extends 
to  sudb  a  distance  in  the  ocean  that  its  termination  canoeft 
be  discovered  from  the  summit  of  the  highest  mountain; 
and  in  the  year  1766  the  whole  of  the  vast  strut  between 
leeland  and  Crreeidand  was  entivdy  closed  up  mA  it*  1% 
principaUy  infests  the  northem,  andpartof  the  eastern  ooasts^ 
as  likewise  the  western  friths,  but  it  is  seldom  that  it  surround]^ 
the  whole  island. 

"  Tvmiaiee't  R«bt.  dToii  ToTBgt  a«ns  U  Mm  in  Novl 
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WMe  the  iSiasses  of  ice  remain  in  a  state  of  fluctoatioir^ 
•ometiines  at  adistance,  and  sometimes  nearer  the  coast,  the 
weather  is  very  unsettled,  and  the  winds  are  cold  and  damp;. 
Imt  when  they  are  driven  into  the  bays,  and  the  salt  water 
freezes  around  them,  the  weather  becomes  mcHre  steady  ;  the 
eold  increases ;  and  insalubrious  fogs  are  carried  over  the 
whole  island.  The  ccmsequences  are,  that  the  winter  snows 
are  longer  in  mdting;  it  is  late  befctt*e  the  frost  leaves  the 
ground ;  v^etation  is  more  backward  and  scanty ;  and  the 
summer  so  short,  that  the  peasants  have  great  difficult  in 
gettii^  home  the  small  quantity  of  hay  that  nu^  have  been 
produced.  Add  to  this,  the  devastations  committed  by  the 
Greenland  bears,  which  sometimes  arrive  in  ocmsideraUe 
]mndi)ers  on  the  ice.  *  Fortunately  for  the  natives,  they 
have  now  been  three  printers  exempt  fiom  any  quantity  of 
drift  ice,  though  many  of  them  b^in  to  be  apprehensive 
lest  this  period  of  respite  should  be  more  than  oounterbi^ 
lanced  by  the  severity  of  the  wisuing  season.  -|* 


*  It  frequently  happens  tliat  tlie  natives  of  Iceland  are  pnnoed  by  die  Pofar 
bear,  when  he  has  been  long  at  sea,  and  his  natural  ferocity  baa  been  sticDgdi- 
ened  by  the  keenness  of  hunger ;  yet,  thou^  unaitniM^,  they  gietiPy  nalv 
their  escape.  Observing  him  approach  them,  they  simply  throw  down  a  mitten 
into  the  path,  and  the  bear,  on  coming  up  to  it,  is  so  powerfully  attracted  by  die 
operation  of  the  smell  of  the  perspiration  on  his  olfactory  nerves,  that  he  mstandy 
stops,  and  it  is  not  till  after  he  has  turned  the  thumb;  and  every  fiiger  ef  die 
mitten  inside  out,  that  be  recommenees  the  pursuit  By  this  time  tlte  ledtfidai 
have  got  to  a  considerable  distance ;  and  should  he  again  threalento  owtake 
diem,  they  have  «  fresh  corps  de  reserve^  and  by  dropping  one  mitten  after  ano- 
ther, they  may  succeed  in  retarding  his  progress  till  they  have  effected  their 
escape. 

As  soon  as  it  is  known  thai  a  bear  has  aoived  on  the  idaiid,  t^  inhafaitaaU 
«if  the  district  collect,  and  go  with  fire-arms  in  pursuit  of  him  ;  and  the  indivi- 
dual who  kills  him  is  not  only  well  paid  for  the  skin,  which  is  reckoned  vcfy 
valuable,  but  receives  besides  a  considerable  rewardfrom  the  Ejngof  Denmaxk. 

"f  I  have  since  becA  informed,  that  a  vast  quantity  of  Qreenland  ice  has  been 
floated  into  the  bays  about  Iceland  fai  the  spring  of  1816,  and  a  stfll  greatcK 
quantity  in  1817,  which  must  have  arisen  from  the  bfeaking  ly  of  the  immgnee 
barrier  of  ice  by  which  the  east  coast  of  Greenland  has  been  surrounded  for  die 
last  four  centuries.  However,  if  this  enormous  mass  should'  entirely  have  dxs- 
appeared,  there  is  every  leason  to  anticipate  a  vtiy  oouidenble  amifionlioK  ia. 
the  dimate-of  Icdattd. 
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The  mofit  stnting  aerial  phenomenon  exhibited  by  an 
Icelandic  wintar,  is  doubdeis  the  aurora  borealis,  or  north* 
em  lights,  which  are  here  seen  in  all  thdr  brilliancy  and 
grandeur.     I  had  an  c^portunity  of  contemplating  them 
almost  every  dear  night  the  whole  winter,  sometimes  shoot- 
ing across  die  hemisj^ere  in  a  straight  line,  and  presenting 
to  the  view,  for  a  whole  evening,  one  vast  steady  stream  <^ 
light;  but,  more  commonly^  they  kept  dandng  and  running 
about  with  amazing  velocity,  and  a  tremulous  motion,  ex< 
hibiting,  as  they  advanced,  some  of  the  most  beautiful  cur- 
vated  appearances.    On  gaining  one  point  of  the  hemisphere, 
they  generally  cdllected  as  if  to  muster  their  forces,  and  then 
began  again  to  bcandi  out  into  numerous  ranks,  which  struck 
off  to  the  greatest  distances  from  eacb  other  as  they  passed  the 
zenith,  yet  so  as  always  to  preserve  the  whole  of  ^e  pheno- 
menon in  an  oval  shi^ ;  when  th^  contracted  nearly  in  the 
same  way  as  they  expanded ;  and,  after  uniting  in  a  com- 
mon point,  they  either  returned  in  the  course  of  a  few  mi- 
nutes, or  were  lost  in  a  stream  of  li^t,  which  grew  fainter 
sad  fainter,  the  nearer  it  approached  the  opposite  side  of 
ihe  heavens.     They  were  mostly  of  a  dunnish  yellow,  yet 
oflen  assuming  mixtures  of  red  and  green.     When  they  are 
.particularly  quick  and  vivid,  a  crackling  noise  is  heard,  re- 
sembling that  which  accompanies  the  escape  of  the  sparks 
from  an. electric  machine.     They  almost  always  took  their 
rise  from  the  summit  oS  Mount  Esiany  which  is  about  due 
nordi-east  from  R^iavik^  and  proceeded  in  a  south-west 
direction.     When  visible  the  whole  length  of  the  hemi- 
sphere, they  were  uniformly"  strongest  towards  the  north  and 
ncMth-eaat,  and  were  always  sure  to  be  seen  in  that  quarter, 
when  th^  appeared  nowhere  else.     Once  or  twice  I  obser- 
ved them  in  the  south,  but  they  were  very  faint  and  sta- 
tionary. 

In  the  days  of  superstition,  these  celestial  wonders  were 
viewed  as  portending  certain  destruction  to  nations  and  ar- 
mies, and  filled  the  minds  even  of  the  more  enlightened  with 
terror  and  dismay.  At  the  present  day,  the  Icelander  is 
.entirely  free  from  such  silly  apprehensions^  and  only  regards  - 
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their  uncommonly  Tivid  appearance  as  predicting  a  hurri- 
cane  or  storm  :  an  observation  founded  on  experience,  and 
which  I  frequently  brought  to  the  test,  when  it  inTaiiaUy 
turned  out,  that  in  less  than  twenty-four  hours  after  the 
northern  lights  were  in  great  commotion,  we  had  either  sud^ 
den  squalls  or  a  heavy  gale  of  wind  from  the  north. 

It  was  scarcely  ever  possible  for  me  to  view  this  pheno- 
menon  without  reflecting  on  Job  xxxvii.  22.  "  The  golden 
splendour  cometh  out  of  the  north  (^  and  it  seems  extreinely 
probable,  that  it  is  to  them  Elihu  here  alludes.  The  idea 
not  only  agrees  with  the  light  spoken  of  in  the  prececfiiig 
Verse,  but  is  far  more  suitable  to  the  latter  clause  of  this  same 
verse,  **  with  God  b  terrible  majesty.'"  In  some  parts  of 
Asia,  the  northern  lights  are  so  terrible,  that  **  they  strike 
the  beholders  with  horror.  Every  animal  is  struck  with  ter- 
ror ;  eveii  the  dogs  of  the  hunters  are  seized  with  such  dread, 
thai  they  will  fall  on  the  ground,  and  remain  immoveable 
till  the  cause  is  over."**  * 

From  the  picture  which  the  foregmng  part  of  the  jounud 
presents  of  the  state  of  the  roads,  and  the  difficulties  inse- 
parably connected  with  travelling  in  Iceland  during  the 
summer,  an  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  almost  total  imprac- 
ticability of  any  such  attempt  in  winter.  The  distance  be- 
tween the  houses ;  the  dreadful  chasms  and*  rents  in  the  lava 
hidden  by  the  snow  ;  the  rivers  either  choked  full  of  ice,  or 
but  sHghtly  frozen,  with  numerous  other  circumstances,— 
all  combine  to  present  obstacles,  which  few  have  the  courage, 
or  the  physical  strength,  to  surmount.  In  general,  no  Ice- 
lander  undertakes  a  journey  of  greater  length  the  whole  win- 
ter than  to  his  parish-church  ;  and  it  often  happens — though 
never  without  reluctance — that  he  must  abandon  even  this 
tour  for  weeks  together.  Two  posts  are  dispatched  each 
season  from  the  north,  and  one  or  two  from  Reykiavik  to 
the  eastern  and  western  quarters  of  the  island  :  otherwise,  a 
traveller  is  scarcely  ever  heard  of  till  near  the  eild  of  winter, 
when  the  people  begin  to  come  from  the  north  to  the  fishiDg. 
They  then  proceed  across  HoUtavordukeitRj  which  is  the 

*  Pennatit^s  Arctic  Zoology,  Intioduct  p.  102. 
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Aortest  desert  between  the  north  and  south  tsoimtries ;  yet 
they  frequently  suffer  much  from  the  journey,  and  it  is  sel* 
dom  a  winter  passes  without  some  peri^ng  in  this  way. 
This  y&ry  season  several  have  fallen  a  prey  to  the  inclemency 
of  the  weather.  In  a  journey  of  this  sort,  it  is  not  often 
that  horses  can  be  used :  the  traveller  is  obliged  to  trudge 
it  oa  foot,  to  ford  the  rivers,  if  the  ice  should  not  be  capable 
<ji  bearing  him,  and,  when  benighted  at  a  distance  from  any 
bouse,  he  either  seeks  shelter  in  a  subterraneous  cavern,,  or 
builds  a  house  of  snow,  in  which  he  reposes  till  the  light  of 
day  again  calls  him  to  poceed  on  his  journey.  His  greatest 
jdangar  arises  from  his  exposure  to  heavy  falls  of  snow,  by 
which  die  bearings  of  the  mountains  (his  only  way-marks) 
are  concealed  from  view. 

It  appears  fh>m  several  of  the  ancient  Sagas,  that  sledges 
were  in  pretty  common  use  in  former  times  in  Iceland.  At 
present  they  are  almost  whoUy  unknown ;  which  will  be  deem- 
ed the  more  surprising  by  those  who  are  acquainted  with 
their  utility  to  the  Laplanders,  as  the  island  abounds  with  rein^ 
deer,  whidi  might  eanly  be  tamed  and  inured  to  the  yoke. 

Strictly  speaking,  there  are  only  two  seasons  in  Iceland, 
summer  and  winter ;  the  former  of  which,  short  and  preca- 
rious as  it  is,  the  natives  must  employ  with  assiduity,  in  order 
to  make  provision  for  the  latter.  From  the  8d  of  February 
to  the  ISdi  of  May,  is  what  the  Icelanders  call  the  ver-iimaf 
or  fishing  season ;  at  which  period  vast  numbers  of  the  in. 
habitants  flock  to  the  southern  and  western  shores  fhmi  the 
districts  in  the  north  and  east,  where  the  fishing  is  generally 
impracticable  at  this  time,  owing  to  the  bays  and  creeks  be- 
ing  filled  with  polar  ice.  They  provide  themselves  with  a 
complete!  skin-dress,  conasting  of  the  hrcfc  in  the  shape  of 
tonall  clothes  and  stockings,  all  in  one  jnece ;  the  ^tadc  or 
large  jacket,  which  falls  down,  and  b  tied  close  over  the  brohf 
00  as  to  prevent  the  water  from  getting  in  between  th^pi; 
mid  tight-sitting  shoes  of  the  same  material,  below  whidi  are 
worn  eoorse  woollen  stockings  for  greater  warmth.  The 
moat  of  them  hve  ali^ost  entirely,  during  this  period,  oti 
butter  and  fish.     They  break&st  about  two  hours  b«fere 
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sun-rise,  and  taste  nothing  till  they  return  ftam  sea  in  the 
evenipg,  excepting  sometimes  a  little  whey,  which  they  take 
with  them  for  the  purpose  of  quenching  thdr  thirst  The 
boats  are  generally  manned  with  ax  or  eight  hands  beades 
the  steersman,  and  row  sometimes  to  a  great  distance  out  to 

When  they  return  from  fishing,  and  land  on  the  beach,^ 
the  boat  is  hauled  up,  and  the  fish  are  thrown  out  and  heap- 
ed together  in  separate  parcels,  acccnrding  to  the  number  of 
men  in  the  boat,  with  two  additicxial  shares  which  belqpg  to 
the  boat,  and  are  claimed  by  the  owner  f<nr  the  useof  tt,  and 
the  fishing  lines  and  hooks,  which  are  provided  at  his  oc- 
pense.  The  fishermen  b^ng  fatigued^  repair  immediately 
to  their  huts,  and  the  splittmg  and  carrying  home  of  the 
fish  b  commonly  left  to  the  womai  and  childr^iL 

The  prindpal  fish  they  catch  in  this  way  is  the  cod,  which 
they  spread  out  on  the  clifi*s  to  dry ;  and  from  this  circum- 
stance it  obtains  the  name  of  klip-fish.  They  cut  off  the 
heads,  which  they  also  dry,  and  sell  to  the  poorer  part  of 
the  populaticm ;  the  bones  are  sometimes  used  for  feeding 
their  cattle  with ;  and  in  some  parts  of  the  island  they  use 
them  for  fuel.  When  thus  prepared,  the  fish  are  laid  out 
on  the  cliffS|  or  a  large  surface  of  flat  stones  on  the  beach, 
and  there  dried  in  the  sun,  while  the  utmost  care  is  taken 
that  they  are  not  exposed  to  rain  or  damp.  They  dry  in 
the  course  of  three  weeks,  and  afterwards  are  stacked  upon 
the  beach,  and  take  no  damage  whatever  from  the  rain. 

Sometimes  the  fish  are  hung  up  and  dried  in  houses  cdll- 
td  hiaOarf  which  are  so  construct^  that  the  wind  has  a  free 
passage  through  them,  while  they  are  sufficiently  covered  to 
keep  out  the  rain.  The  fidi  dried  in  this  way  are  called 
hengi^fiskoTy  or  hung  fish,  in  distinction  from  iheJUa^fidcar 
dried  on  the  rocks. 

Besides  supplying  the  natives  with  one  of  thar  most  es- 
sential articles  of  food,  they  are  thus  provided  by  the  sea 
with  a  vlJuable  barter  against  fordgn  producticHis  which 
they  may  need;  and  theDanidi  merchants  not  only  supply^ 
in  a  great  measure^  the  nc»:th  of  Europe  with  dried  cod-fisb» 
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hot  send  several  cargoeB  of  them  to  Spain,  and  the  mark^ 
in  the  Mediterranean,  where  they  are  purchased  for  the  use 
of  the  Catholics  during  lent 

When  the  sndw  leaves  the  ground,  the  females  spread  the 
manure  which  had  lain  on  the  ^te  in  heaps  all  winter,  and 
collect  any  stones  that  may  have  gathared  on  it.  The  men 
are  employed  in  cutting  turf  both  tor  fuel  and  a  covering  \p 
their  houses,  and  making  charcoal  for  the  use  of  the  smithy/ 
When  the  young  cattle  have  been  turned  out  cm  the  moun- 
tains, the  care  of  the  cows  and  sheep  is  left  to  the  female 
part  of  the  family,  who  milk  them  twice  a-day,  make  curds, 
butter,  cheese,  kc ;  and  they  repair  in  companies,  about  the 
nuddle  of  summer,  to  collect  the  FioHagroSy  or  Lichen  Is- 
landicus,  in  the  umnhabitoi  parts  of  the  country.  They 
have,  generally,  a  man  or  two  with  them:  and  the  few  weeks 
they  ^pend  in  this  employment  in  the  desert,  are  regarded 
as  the  hi^iest  of  the  whole  year.  They  live  in  tents,  which 
they  remove  fitnn  place  to  place,  according  to  the  greater 
or  less  abundance  c^'tiie  mosSi  At  this  time  the  men  are 
^ther  out  at  the  fresh-water  fishing,  or  proceeding  in  caval- 
cades to  the  &ctoiies,  where  they  barter  their  home  produc- 
tions against  articles  of  necessary  use  for  the  winter. 

The  most  important  branch  of  rural  liabour  in  Iceland  is 
tl^  hay-making.  About  the  middle  of  July,  the  peasant 
b^;ins  to  cut  down  the  grass  of  the  Mn,  which  is  immedi- 
ately  gathered  to  a  convenient  place,  in  order  .to  dry,  and 
after  having  been  turned  once  or  twice,  is  conveyed  home 
on  horseback  to  the  yard,  where  it  is  made  up  into  stacks. 
This  hay  is  called  today  to  distinguish  it  from  the  inferior 
sort  called  uiheyy  because  cut  in  the  meadows  or  vallies  at 
a  distance  from  the  farms.  At  the  pdcn'er  farms,  both  men 
and  women  handle  the  scythe ;  but,  in  general,  the  women 
<mly  assist  in  making  the  hay  after  it  is  cut.  In  many  parts 
of  the  island,  where  there  is  much  hay,  the  peasacnts  hire 
men  from  the  fishing-places,  to  whom  Uiey  ^ve  the  name  of 
Kmtpamennj  who  are  paid  f<nr  their  labour  at  the  rate  of 
tfakty  pounds  of  butter  per  week.    They  cut  by  measure- 
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neat;  the  diuly  task,  caUed  dagMMa,  being  tboat  thirty 
iquare  fiathoms. 

Hay-harvest  being  over,  the  sheep  and  cattle  that  had 
been  out  all  summer  on  the  mountains  are  odlected ;  the 
houses  are  put  in  a  state  of  repair  for  tl|e  winter ;  the  wood 
needed  for  dopestic  purposes  is  l»X7ught  home  to  each  £vm ; 
the  turf  is  also  taken  in ;  and  the  labours  erf*  the  season  ooiu 
plude  with  the  removal  of  manure  to  different  parts  of  the 

During  the  winter^  the  care  of  the  cattle  and  dieep  de- 
volves entirely  on  the  men ;  ai|d  con^sts  c)iiefly  in  feechag 
tmd  watering  the  former,  which  are  kept  in  the  house,  while 
the  latter  are  turned  out  in  the  day-time  to  seek  their  (ooi 
through  the  snow.  When  the  snow  ha|^ns  to  be  so  deiep 
that  they  catonot  BCtape  it  away  themselves^  the  boys  do  i( 
for  them ;  and  as  the  sustenance  thus  procured  is  exceed- 
ingly  scanty,  they  generally  get  a  little  of  the  «#,  <»*  meadow- 
hay,  about  this  time.  The  toda,  or  fyrm  hay,  is  givai  to 
^  cows  alone.  All  the  horses,  excepting  perhaps  a  favourite 
riding  horse,  are  left  to  shift  for  themselves  die  whole  win- 
try during  which  season  they  never  lie  down,  but  rest  tbenir 
S^ves  by  standing  in  some  place  of  dielter. 

The  dcNnestic  employments  of  this  season  are  multipfie4 
and  various.  The  men  are  occupied  in  fabricating  neoessaiy 
implements  of  iron,  c^per,  wood,  &o. ;  and  some  of  them 
are  wonderfully  expert,  as  silversmiths ;  their  work,  at  tiniesi 
in  this  branch,  being  only  distinguishable  from  that  done  in 
Copenhagen  by  the  absence  of  the  stamp.  They  also  pre- 
pare hides  for  shoes ;  make  ropes  oi  h«r  or  wool ;  and  full 
the  wocJIen  stuffs,  which  is  generally  effected  in  the  follow- 
ing curious  manner.  Both  ends  being  knocked  outofii 
barrel,  it  is  filled  with  the  articles  to  be  fulled,  when  it  is 
laid  on  the  side,  and  two  men  lie  down  on  their  backs,  one 
at  cither  end,  with  their  f^t  in  the  barrel,  and  literally  waBs 
the  cloth,  by  kicking  it  against  each  other.  Smaller  articles 
they  full  by  placing  them  between  their  knees  and  breast, 
and  tlicn  moving  ba^wards  and. forwards  with  the  body, 
turning  them  always  with  their  hands  till  ready.     This  ac 
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jBOimU  for  the  very  awkward  motkm  whksh  the 
^dmost  always  fall  iitito  when  tttting,  aad,  firoai  mkikk  many 
of  them  cannot  refraip  eren  m  churdh  The  fishermen  fii|l 
tiietr  mittens  fay  dipping  them  now  and  tfaeiy  in  the  salt  wi^er, 
vriiile  plying  at  the  oar.  In  some  parts  of  the  oountry,  the 
men  also  spin  and  knit  like  the  women,  ;ukl  some  of  them 
weave.  ' 

Besides  preparing  the  food,  the  females  emjdoy  thdr  time 
in  spinning,  which  is  mpst  commonly  done  with  the  spindle 
and  distaff;  knitting  stockings,  mittens,  shirts,  &c.  as  also  i^ 
embroidering  bed-covers,  saddle-clothes,  and  cushions,  which 
they  execute  with  much  taste,  intersperang  flpwjers  and  fi- 
gures c€  various  colours. 

A  winter  evening  in  an  Icelandic  family  presents  a  scene 
in  the  highest  degree  interesting  and  pleasing.  Between 
three  and  four  o^clock  the  lamp  is  hung  up  in  the  badstqfb^ 
or  principal  apartment,  which  answers  the  ikmble  purpose 
of  a  bedchamber  and  ffltdng-room,  and  all  the  members  of 
the  family  take  their  station,  with  their  work  in  their  hands, 
on  their  respective  beds,  all  of  which  face  each  other.  The 
master  and  mistress,  tc^ether  with  the  children,  or  other  re* 
lations,  occupy  the  beds  at  the  inner  end  of  the  room ;  the 
rest  are  filled  by  the  servants. 

The  work  is  no  sooner  .begun,  than  one  of  the  family,  se- 
lected  on  purpose,  advances  to  a  seat  hear  the  lamp,  and 
commences  the  evening  lecture,  which  generally  consists  of 
some  old  saga,  or  such  other  histories  as  are  to  be  obtained 
on  the  island.  Being  but  badly  supplied  with  printed 
books,  the  Icelanders  are  under  the  necessity  of  copying 
such  as  they  can  get  the  loan  of,  which  sufficiently  accounts 
for  the  fact,  that  most  of  them  write  a  hand  equal  in  beauty 
to  that  of  the  ablest  writing-masters  in  other  parts  of  Eu- 
rope.  Some  specfanens  of  their  Gothic  writing  is  scarcely 
inferior  to  copperplate.  The  reader  is  frequently  interrupt- 
ed,  either  by  the  head,  or  some  of  the  more  intelligent  mem- 
bers  of  the  family,  who  make  remarks  on  various  parts  of 
the  story,  and  propose  questions,  with  a  view  to  exercise  the 
ingenuity  of  the  children  and  servants.    In  some  houses  the 
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sages  are  repeated  by  sueh  as  have  got  th^n  by  heart;  and 
instances  are  not  uncommon  of  itinerating  historians,  who 
gain  a  livelihood  dining  the  winter,  by  staying  at  different 
fanns  till  they  have  exhausted  thdr  stock  c([  literary  know- 
ledge. It  is  greatly  to  be  defdored,  that  a  peqple  so  dis- 
tinguished  by  their  love  of  science,  and  possessing  the  most 
favourable  opportunities  of  cultivating  it,  should  be  desti- 
tute  o£  the  means  necessary  for  improving  them  to  advan- 
tage.  Surely  the  learned  in  Europe,  who  have  profited  so 
much  from  the  ancient  labours  of  the  Icelanders,  and  aie 
now  in  possession  of  their  most  valuable  manuscripts,  aie 
4x>und  injustice  to  reciprocate,  and  furnish  them  with  sudi 
books  in  their  own  language,  as  would  make  them  acquaint- 
ed with  the  more  important  J[>ranches  of  human  knowledge. 
The  custom  just  described,  appears  to  have  existed  amoi^ 
the  Scandinavians  from  time  inunemorial.  The  person  dio- 
sen  as  recitor  was  called  Tktiir,  and  was  always  celehcated 
for  his  knowledge  of  past  events ;  and  the  dignity  and  pa- 
,  thos  with  which  he  related  them.  ^  It  is  to  him,  and  the  seat 
or  pulpit  on  which  he  was  elevated,  that  Odin  alludes,  in 
the  fdlowmg  part  of  the  H&vaim&ly  or  «  Sublime  r''— 

MUeratthylia  *  Tit  time  to  recite 

Thul«  stoU  a.  From  the  teat  ofehjuenccy 

Urthar  bninni  at ;  Clote  by  thefitmiam  of  Urd :  • 

Satec  oc  thagthac,  1  tat  and  vat  tUent^ 

Sa  ec  oc  hugthac,  I  taw  and  r^lected^ 

Hlydda  ec  a  manna  maL  I  ^ttened  to  that  which  wg$  toU, 

Instead  of  the  Sagas,  some  of  the  more  pious  substitute 
the  historical  books  of  Scripture;  and  as  they  always  give 
the  preference  to  poetry,  most  of  these  books  have  been 
translated  intometre,  chiefly  with  a  view  to  this  ezer- 
4:ise. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  evening  labours,  which  are  fre- 
quently  continued  till  near  midnight,  the  family  join  in 


*  By  the  Brunn,  or  «  fountain  of  Urd,'*  the  poet  here  mtimi^tfae  loaxce  rf 
wiidom,  and  intimates,  that  as  he  had  long  sat  and  listened  to  the  tales  of  othcx 
y^h  be  was  bow  qualiled  j6or  the  diair  him9elC 
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iilgapflaltti  at^two;  afW  which,  >a  chiller  fiom  some  bocA;^ 
of  devotion  isfead^  if  the  faimly  be  not  in  posaessiiHi  of  » 
Bible,  but  where  this  Sacred  Book  exBts ;  it  is  preferred  to 
every  odier.  A  prayer  is  also  read  by  the  head  oi  the  fiu 
mily,  and  the  exercise  ccmchides  with  a  psalm.  Thekt 
morning  devotions  are  condncted  in  a  omilar  maiuier,  at 
the  lamp.  When  the  Icdander  awakes,  he  does  not  salute 
any  person  that  may  have  slept  in  the  zoom  with  him,  but 
haatens  to  the  door^  and  lifting  up  his  eyes  towards  heaveny 
adores  Him  who  made  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  the  Au« 
thor  and  Preserver  of  his  being,  and  the  soiurce  of  every 
blesang.  He  dien  returns  into  the  bouse,  and  salutes 
every  oi»e  he  meets  with,  <<  God  grant  you  a  good  day  !*" 

There  being  no  parish  sdiools,  nor  indeed  any  privito 
establishments  for  the  mstraction  ef  youth  in  Iceland,  thm 
mental  culture  depends  entirdy  on  the  diapoation  and  abi«  ' 
Ikies  cf  the  parents.  In  general,  however,  neither  of  these 
is  awantii^;  for  the  natives  of  this  island  are  endowed  with 
an  ^Loellent  natnral  understanding ;  and  ihek  sense  of  na- 
tional  honouTy  generated  by  their  familiar  acquaintance  with 
the  character  and  deeds  of  their  f<Hre&thers,  spurs  them  to 
emulatioa,  independent  of  the  still  more  powerful  induce- 
ment arising  from  the  necessity  and  importance  of  leli^ous 
knowledge.  The  childrenur^  taught  their  letters,,  either  by 
the  mother,  or  some  odier  fimale;  and  when  they  have 
made  some  progress  in  reading,  they  are  taught  writing  and 
arithmetic  l^  the  father.  Every  clergyman  is  bound  to  vi* 
«t  the  different  fiunilies  m  his  parish  twice  or  thrice  a  year, 
4m  which  oeoafions  he  catediitea  bolb  young  asod  old ;  but 
the  exerdse  is  attended  to^  chiefly  with  a  referemse  to  the 
fcnaer,  in  order  to  ascertain  whatdegree  of  knowledge  they 
ponesa  of  the  fimdamental  principles  of  Cbristiwii^,  and  on 
this  account  it  is  called,  a^  ksa/rwdinn. 

These  are  aU  the  means  of  instruction  which  the  great 
bulk  c^  the  Icelandic  youth  enjoy ;  nevertheless,  the  love  of 
knowledge,  superinduced  by  the  domestic  habits  of  thosfr 
who  are  their  superiors  in  point  of  age  and  mental  aoquire- 
Hieuta^  often  pnnnpts  them.io  build,  of  their  mwn  accord^ 
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on  the  ibundadon  that  has  thm  beeD  laid ;  and  I  hare  fre- 
quently been  astonished  at  the  fiuniliarity  with  which  manj 
4if  these  self-teught  peasanU  have  diaooursed  on  suljeetiH 
which,  in  other  countries,  we  should  expect  to  hear  started 
by  those  only  who  fill  the  prcrfessor's  chair,  or  who  have 
otherwise  devoted  their  lives  to  the  study  of  sdeiice. 

On  the  introduction  of  the  Reformation  into  the  Lshmd, 
it  was  deffl^ed  to  establish  schools  at  the  different  oonventa, 
each  of  which  was  in  possessioan  of  landed  property  imbs 
than  adequate  to  d^ray  the  expenses ;  but  to  what  mam 
soever  it  was  owing,  whether  difficulties  were  dirown  in  the 
way,  by  such  as  were  still  Catholics  in  heart,  or  whether  it 
vras  deemed  more  advisaUe  to  turn  the  proceeds  of  the  fimns 
into  the  royal  treasury,  so  it  happened  that  this  charitable 
purpose  was  never  carried  into  ^ect  Two  Latin  edHxil^ 
howevtf  ,  were  founded  at;  the  episei^  sees  of  Hahim  aad 
SkdBuJi^  and  so  much  knded  property  was  approfnioted  is 
each,  as  enabled  them  to  support  and  educate  about  forty 
scholars.  At  these  institutions  many  of  the  IcelaaderB  haws 
received  a  good  classical  education,  by  which  they  have  a£. 
lerwards  attained  to  a  distinguished  rank  in  the  paths  of  & 
terature. 

In  the  year  1741,  Bishop  Harboe  w«s  seat  to  lodaad, 
for  the  purpose  of  exanining  the  stale  of  the  churches  aad 
schools ;  and  the  alterations  introduced,  in  consequence  of 
his  representations,  were  attended  with  v^  beaeficta!  e£. 
fects :  but  towards  the  dose  of  last  century,  the  busoesa  of 
die  schools  got  involved  in  numoous  disputes ;  oomoutlst 
was  appointed  after  committee,  for  the  purpose  of  beinging 
it  to  an  issue;  and,  ultimately,  a  number  of  no  less  partialt 
ihai^  artful  sttttements,  efibcted  the abohtion bedi  of  theaaes 
and  the  sdiools  attached  to  them.    Ail  the  estates  by  ^ 
they  were  supported  were  added  to  the  crown,  one 
was  appcnnted  for  the  whole  island,  and,  in  Wea  of  the  two 
seminaries,  a  school  was  established  at  the  factoiy  of  Ssj/ki^ 
sarife,  the  teachers  of  which  were  to  be  pud  out  of  the  pub- 
lic tiBSsury.    A  worse  placecould  not  have  been  selected  fisr 
Ae  purpose,  as  the  young  asea  were  |iot  <aily  aqpgsad  iw 
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aoDtamiiiatioB  from  the  imBionility  of  fcreigners,  butteiapti 
Ml  to  vdigh  e^ery  thing  in  the  balance  of  lucte,  and  viei^ 
A»  gmfcifioatioii  of  the  senses  as  the  summit  of 'human  feli. 
city. 

In  the  year  1805)  this  sdx)oI  was  removed  to  Be9sa8Ud^ 
a  phoe  only  a  few  miles  distant  from  Rejfkiavtk^  once  the 
pnqperty  of  Snorro  Sturluson,  and  long  the  residence  of  the 
governors  of  the  idand.  The  school-house  is  a  large  stone 
budding,  well  adapted  to  the  purpose ;  but  the  £ftTOuraUe 
impression  made  by  its  extonal  appearance  is  soon  effiioed 
en  entering  the  passage  to  the  rooms,  by  the  quantity  of 
fil&  that  is  sufiered  to  accumulate  in  every  comer.  The 
students  are  taught  in  the  vpcmis  bebw  stairs,  and  have  their 
sleeping  apurtments  above.  The  same  want  of  deanlinest 
uppears  h^e,  as  the  bed-steads  are  filled  with  diied  sea*, 
weed,  which  gives  a  very  disi^reeable  smell,  and  the  place 
is  so  confined  that  no  air  can  get  admission  into  it  Adjiun. 
iBg  is  a  small  dark  room,  containing  the  library,  which  eon- 
asts  of  about  1000  volumes,  most  o£  which  are  in  the  Latin, 
Danish,  and  Gterman  languages.  It  contains  some  editions 
of  the  dasncs,  but  the  great  bulk  of  the  works  are  of  theo* 
logical  import 

The  estaUishment  is  conducted  by  a  master,  who  has  die 
title  of  Lector  Theologie,  and  is  allowed  a  salary  of  about 
£  SO  per  amawm  ;  and  two  under  teachers,  who  have  annu* 
ally  about  <£30  each.  Owing  to  the  late  dilapidation  of  th^ 
|ydbiic  funds,  the  school  can  only  receive  at  present  about 
twen^'-fiv^  young  men,  who  are  tau^t  the  Latin,  Greek, 
DamA,  and  Icdbndie  languages.  Of  the  Hebrew^  it  iss^ 
dora  that  they  learn  more  than  the  alphabet  They  are  also 
tn^t  thecdc^,  gec^niphy,  history,  and  arithmetic.  None 
eaa  be  admiHed  to  the  school  but  such  as  are  reoonnnended 
by  the  clergymen  of  their  respective  parishes ;  and  this  tes- 
timonial must  be  submitted  to  the  Bishop,  to  whose  general 
lupeiintendeBce  the  institution  is  committed. 

The  period  allotted  for  instruction  begms  about  the  first 
^October,  and  hists  till  die  end  of  May,  whenapublic  ex- 
aminatftQQ  is  hdd  in  the  presence  of  the  Bisbcqp  and  other 
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public  officers,  in  order  to  aacertain  the  tatodto  and  peo^ 
ciency  of  the  students.  The  length  of  time  tbay  tymd  «t 
the  school  is  left  undetermined,  and  depends  entirdij  on  the 
diligence  and  abihties  of  the  iixlividuaL  Should  any,  ham^ 
ever,  be  so  uncommonly  dull,  as  not  to  pass  after  a  liar  trial 
of  seven  seasons,  he  is  dismissed  as  incapable  of  tuition. 
Those  who  have  acquired  the  needful  qualifications  ohtsin  « 
demissus,  and,  after  having  made  some  farther  prograes  oo- 
der  the  inspection  of  their  minister  or  dean^  may  presoit 
themselves  as  candidates  for  public  offices.  Very  few  of 
those  who  fill  the  paitoral  office  enjoy  any  other  means  of 
improvement.  Such  as  have  wealthia:  firiends  panaepttte 
th^  studies  at  the  uiuversity  of  Copenhagen,  and  either 
remain  in  Denmark,  or  return  to  their  native  island  in  ex- 
pectation of  being  promoted  to  some  of  the  bett^  MHiori^yny 
its  official  departments  pres^dt. 

It  not  unfrequently  happens  that  young  men  of  consider* 
able  parts  and  learning  come  to  Reykiavik  for  ordinatiflo, 
who  have  never  spent  an  hour  at  this  estabhdunent  They 
^ther  learn  the  elements  of  the  Latin  and  Greek  tongues 
irom  grammars  which  had  been  put  into  their  hands,  or  re- 
ceive some  little  instruction  from  the  minister  of  the  parish  ; 
and  by  an  ardent  thirst  for  knowledge,  and  the  force  <^iqp{di. 
cation,  they  make  themselves  masters  of  a  book  or  two  of 
the  Iliad,  and  the  most  of  the  Greek  Testament  In  many 
parts  of  the  island  the  peasants  rather  choose  to  allow  their 
fiCHis  to  follow  this  method  than  run  the  risk  of  sending 
them  to  the  south ;  it  being  a  fact,  that  many  of  those  wlio 
have  studied  there,  have  afterwards  manifested  a  strong  in- 
clination towards  s^pticism  and  infidelity ;  an  effect  xoat^ 
directly  produced,  perhaps,  by  their  intercourse  with  fi^ 
reigners,  than  the  instructions  of  tlieir  teachers.  It  must, 
nevertheless  be  allowed,  that  the  use  of  the  elemental 
book  of  Niemeyer  has  a  great  tendency  to  produce  in  the 
mind  a  culpable  indifference  ^about  the  distinguishing  doc- 
trines of  revelation;  and  experience  has  evinoecl,  tliat 
where  this  state  of  mmd  has  gained  groUnd,  the  tenets  of 
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Sorimflniffln  have  been  embraced,  and  these  in  their  turn 
but  too  naturally  lead  to  deism  and  total  unbelief.  - 

In  die  year  17S9,  Jon  Therkelson,  formerly  rector  of  the 
sdMol  at  SkaBuiUy  bequeathed  all  his  landed  property,  be- 
sides the  sum  oi  4000  rix-dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  found- 
ing a  duuity  school  in  GvObringe  Syssdy  in  which  twelve 
poor  children  mij^t  receive  a  decent  education ;  but  the  ca- 
pital, which  was  placed  outon^interest  in  Denmark,  was  un- 
fortunately  lost     A  second  ca{Htal  was  produced,  however, 
by  the  sale  oi  the  estates,  and  the  school  was  ultimately  es- 
tablidied  at  Hausasiad^  a  pUce  in  the  vicinity  a£  Bessctsiad, 
in  the  year  1791 ;  and  the  intended  number  of  children 
cootinued  to  be  instructed  here  till  a  few  yeax^  ago,  when, 
in  defiance  of  evary  principle  of  justice,  and  of  respect  for 
the  memory  of  the  deceased,  the  institution  was  ^ven  up, 
and  the  voissaej  a{^ropriated  to  the  Beasastad  establisli^ 
ment. 

During  the  long  winter  of  dght  itu>ilths  whldi  I  spent  in 
Iceland,  I  was  never  farther  from  xny  lod^ngs  than  a  quar- 
ter of  a  milt,  excepting  once,  that  I  paid  a  visit  to  my  wor-- 
thy  friend  the  Ardideaam  at  Gardi.     The  house  I  oocu- 
fned  bdonged  to  a  Danish  merchant,  and  the  uniform  pros- 
pect which  the  light  of  a  few  hours  plresented  to  my  view, 
embraced  the  bleak  and  rugged  mountains  in  the  Gidlbring€ 
Syaselj  the  ydcano  Hengiqfdl^  and  the  beautiful  conic- 
shaped  KeUar^  with  the  numax)us  subordinate  hills  of  a  si- 
milar deaeription  in  the  vicinity.     The  cathedral  also,  and 
part  of  the  lake  behind  it,  with  a  number  of  the  houses 
about  the  town,  crowded  into  the  scenery.     Cut  off  from 
all  communication  with  the  rest  of  the  world,  completely  ex- 
cluded firam  the  possibility  of  obtaining  the  least  intelli- 
gence respecting  those  in  whom  I  felt  most  deeply  interest- 
ed, and  denied  the  privilege  of  free  intercourse  with  a  few 
friends  of  congenial  views  and  feelings  with  myself,  I  should 
certainly  have  most  keenly  felt  the  solitude  of  my  situation, 
had  it  not  been  for  a  good  supply  of  books  which  1  took 
with  me  from  Copenhagen,  and  my  employing  a  great  part 
of  my  time  in  writing  out  the  notes  which  I  had  collected 
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for  my  journal  the  pveced^g  sumiDer.  What  dao  tended 
in  no  small  degree  to  relieve  the  monotony  of  ny  vinter 
Evocations,  was  the  agreeable  company  of  my  oounttyman, 
Sir  Hodgson.  The  acquakitance  we  had  formed  with  one 
another  on  bur  journey  to  the  Geysers  now  ripened  iito 
friendship ;  and  our  oonversation,  which  at  first  princ^pallj 
turned  on  the  wonders  of  nature,  gradua&y  aBCokled  tolbe 
miracles  of  grace.  We  generally  safw  one  another  onoe  a^k^i 
and  alwa}r8  spent  one  ^evening  in  t^  week  together. 

Reykiwotk  is  unquestionably  the  worst  place  in  which  to 
spend  the  winter  in  Iceland.     The  tone  of  society  is  tbt 
lowest  tfiat  can  wefi  be  imi^ned.     Being  the  vesort  oft 
number  of  foreigners,  lew  of  whom  have  had  any  educatiaD, 
and  who  frequent  the  island  solely  for  purposes  ef  gain,  it 
not  only  presents  a  lamentable  Uank  lo  the  view  of  die  n- 
li^ous  observer,  but  is  tot^^y  devoid  of  every  wNtfee  of  intd> 
lectual  gratification.     The  foreign  rendents  generally  idk 
away  the  shortlived  day  with  the  tobaeoo-pipe  in  their 
mouths,  and  spend  the  evening  in  {daying  at  oarda^  mA 
drinkmg  punch.   They  have  twn^or  thne  baib  in  tlie  count 
of  the  winter,  and  a  play  is  sometimes  acted  by  the  prinei* 
pal  inhabitants.    To  ^ese  puiposes  they  a^qpsopiiate  the 
Court-house,  and  withoift  ceremony  take  the  bcnciiBa  ootaf 
the  cathedral,  tosiq:^y  die  want  of  seats.    An  malaneefai 
even  been  known  <^  the  same  individaal  wiio  peifimned  «ni 
of  tlie  acts  in  a  play  till  late  on  Satniday  nig^  «»*lf"*g  hb 
appearance  the  following  morning  in  the  polpit,  is  the  ah^ 
racter  of  a  public  teacher  cf  rdigbn  f 

The  influence  of  audi  a  staittofaooietyontheiinliiieirei* 
landers,  in  and  about  Reykimciky  is  very  apparent.  Tba 
many  of  them  seem  to  imbibe  the  same  qmrit,  and  Amii 
<«  good  manners'^  are  evidently  getting  corrupted  b^  the 
^  evil  communication''  of  the  atrangers  by  wfaona  daagr  i** 
visited. 
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paddy  and  Snas/iBmim  Jwnrahdm^LeyrA — Ptinimg 

pena—Ycikam  of  Watem  SkardiA^idi^-^anfes  oflfyUfr^ 
dal^^SiadarhroMm^lhmeitie  WorMp^Ak^wdk^ElUU 
horgy  cr  Fartreu  tf  Fire'^Stadar$kid^U(4  Spm^ 
I^^nM^Buda  V^kmo^Siappm'^'^Mcffni  ^  SnoffiH 

rami 

Bukvme  been  conviaccd,  iran  the  ftoifitlies  aflbrded  me 
for  asccrtaipiny  the  scaicky  of  BiMegamoiy  the  inhnhitjgti^ 
in  the  ooune  of  mj  journejr  leit  autumn,  that  the  moetefi. 
fectoal  waj  to  ensore  dier  speedy  diBtributioa  of  Ae  eacnei 
Oracles,  was  to  viat  the  diffiireot  officcriy  both  ei?il  and 
ecrffBWWtknij  and  with  them  eodoert  jdaM  adapted  to  the 
looal  cueuBifCatioes  of  thinr  veepective  dietricto,  I  ffe«ehngd  to 
txsLvmtwBj  tUs  suBuner  (1815),  mdoL  paite  of  tte  kiand  aa 
Ihadnotyetviiited;  and,  aeootdkagljr,  about  the  beghunng 
of  May,  I  bq;an  to  make  preparations  for  my  journey.  It 
is  true,  the  meontains  were  «t31  covened  with  snow,  aiid  the 
toads  wet,  and  almost  impassaUe ;  and  aU  mj  Icelaadie 
frieAde  andgatomred  to  penoade  mm  that  it  was  a  mentlitoo 
eariy;  but  as  I  was  heartiiy  wearied  of  the  loaf  cooinemeat, 
and  k  was  neeessaty  for  aie  to  belMek  at  tUykimoik  bfihe 
end  of  June,  I  detarmmed  to  set  off,  and  peeostd  by  ikm 
stages  towards  the  west. 

It  was  a  flUMtter,  howevar,  of  iW«Pi&diAetd^  toobtsia 
borses.  As  notioed  in  die  tanffoimg  Cbflpter,  the  horsea  aC 
Nntkeci  in  loriaad  ata  not  taken  into  the  house,  or  fed  #itli 
lay,  dtti4i^  the  winter,  bat  aia  kft  ta  shift  Ar  thcineiiw^ 
»y  aenqpi^away  ^eaaw^  aaApuddag  up  any  scanty  rsi^ 
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mains  of  vegetation,  or  frequenting  the  beach  at  Tow  water;, 
and  eating  the  sea-weed  that  is  cast  adiore.  It  follows,  6t 
course,  that  they  are  half  starved,  and  are  generally  unfit 
for  service  before  the  middle  of  June.  After  having  agreed 
with  a  young  man  from  the  north  country  to  proceed  with 
me,  and  provide  me  with  horses,  I  had  the  disappcuntment 
to  find  that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  stand  to  the  agree- 
ment, owing  to  the  leanness  of  the  animals ;  and  I  must  haw 
been  detained  some  weeks,  had  not  the  Chief  Justice  Ste- 
phensen  been  kind  enou^  to  furnish  me  with  horses  firao 
his  estate  on  the  opposite  ade  of  the  bay. 

On  the  16th  of  May,  having  packed  up  all  my  baggage, 
provided  myself  with  letters  frcnn'Bidic^  Vidalin  to  the  dif- 
ferent Deans  and  odiers  of  the  clergy  that  lay  in  xpy  way, 
and  commended  myself  to  the  spedal  guidance  and  protec- 
tion of  Him  in  whose  service  I  was  engaged,  I  left  Bej^na- 
vik  about  ten  o'^dock,  in  a  sixroared  boat,  wbish.  I  had  eo- 
gaged  to  ccm^ey  me  across  the  bay.     Leaving  the  small 
islands  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town,  we  soon  eame  to  the 
point  of  KiaiamesSj  which  here  juts  out  from  the  baae  of 
Mount  Estan^  and  is  remarkable  for  the  reipains  of  a  Vb£f 
or  idolatrous  temple,  erected  towards  the  dose  of  the  vSedA 
century,  and  the  farm  of  Esiuberg^  where  the  first  ehmdi 
was  built  by  Qrlyg  Rapson,  a  convert  of . Patrick,  Bishop^ 
the  Hebrides,  and  dedicated  to  St  Columbus,  the  aposide  of 
thePicts.* 

We  now  entered  the  WJude  Friih,  and  had  the  wuad  al- 
most directly  a-head;  yet,  by  hard  pulling,  the  hnatmfB 
managed  to  row  the  boat  a  conrideraMe  way  up  the  soudi 
fade  of  the  bay^  when,  setting  the  sail,  we  steered  direc% 
tacroas,  anda  little  past  two  o^clock  landed  at  IfmraMm 
ihe  estate  of  the  Chief  Justice,  wh^re,.  agreeiMy  to  the  kaKt 
orders  of  that  gentleman,  I  was  rec^ved  with  every maikcf 
attention  by  lua  stewaid,  ..and  the.neoessary  arrai^emcoics 
were  made  for  the  prosecution  of  my  joum^« 
.    The  fisurm  is  very  pleasandy  situated  on  a  gently  naaof 
ground,  on  the  vtatih  side  of  the  bay,  and  separated  hj  a 
'-*  ^  *  01ateiaiiiPovdMn,p»7ft. 
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%Mirrgw  tract  of  morass  from  the  bi8e(rf*ifibbr^^  amomw 
<Uun  about  1500  feet  in  hei^t,  whose  sides  present  a  fine 
-diapby  (^  the  fuimerous  horizontal  strata^  which  it  is  com- 
poeecL  In  some  places  the  debris  covers  a  conmdaraUe  ex- 
tent of  sur&ce^  but  at  others  the  beds  are  seen  4o  a  great 
jdepth.  The  appearance  of  the  farm  is  vastly  superior  to 
that  (^  the  g^erality  of  Icelandic  bcsar.  Next  to  the  beach, 
on  two  small  eminences,  are  houses  of  unhewn  sttme,  for 
diyii^  the  fish  in,  and  preserving  the  fishing  implements : 
a  little  to  the  right  stands  the  church,  a  small  but  convenient 
fdace  of  worship.  The  dweUing-hcmse  is  neatly  constructed 
erf*  wood,  but  surrounded  with  earthen  walls,  except  in  firont, 
Trfaere  there  are  threedoors,  two  of  which  open  int6  separate 
rooms,  while  that  in  the  middle  ushers  you  into  the  common 
IMtsage,  from  which'  entrances  are  made  into  the  difierent 
apartments.  The  first  room  a  stranger  is  shewn  into  ex- 
liibits  a  choice  library,  containing  many  of  the  more  im- 
portant works  on  law,  jdiilosophy,  theology,  language,  &c. 
The  other  rooms  are  neatly  finished,  and  furnished  with 
stoves,  an  article  of  luxury  scarcely  ever  to  be  seen  at  an 
Icelandic  &rm.  Behind  the  principal  building  are  several 
out4iouses  for  the  servants,  with  staHes,  bams,  &c.  In 
£ront  is  a  garden,  defended  by  a  high  earthen  wall,  which 
was  just  begun  to  be  dug ;  and  another,  at  that  time  pre- 
paring for  potatoes,  is  ntuated  at  the  west  end  of  the  house. 
The  ^to  is  of  considerable  extent,  and  is  almost  entirely 
free  fiom  knolls,  with  a  good  exposure ;  yet  the  verdure  had 
scarcely  begun  to  iqppear.  I  was  Jiot  a  £ttie  interested  to 
fisdl  in  here  with  a  water-mill,  of  a  very  inmple  constructum ; 
being  driven  by  a  horizontal  wheel,  the  axle  of  which  runs 
through  the  mill-stones,  and  without  the  aid  of  any  other 
nwrhinpTy  perfiorms  the  worL 

Both  the  steward  and  his  wife  were  unremitting  in  their 
att^tiffps,  and  did  every  thing  in  th^  power  to  render  my 
stay  comfortable. 

May  17.  Sending  on  the  baggage-horses  round  the  east 
end  of  the  mountain,  the  steward  and  I  rode  roimd  the 
pthcr  end  to  Gardip  where  we  met  with  a  hearty  welcomie 
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ftom  the  dlittgyniAB.  Hk  pAridumers  ive  in  g«n«nd  v^ 
foof^  bdng  eMefly  d^pendeilt  on  the  fishery,  and  thou^  a 
gf«ikt  (ksine  preraild  unof^  diem  lo  citaki  copies  cf  the 
Sei^ytiireS)  th^«  are  few  whose  dircumstanees  adimt  (^  their 
imrdi^iring  them.  HdTuigiiefreshed  ourselves  wkh  a  draught 
tf  excdl^t  creAm^  the  clergyman  had  die  kindness  to  aiv 
^MMnpanynsaeonudeMbteiray  todiewestof  tb«  parsonage^ 
tiirotigh  a  number  of  dangserous  bogs^  wfaidi  ire  diould  have 
found  it  impossible  to  eross^  had  it  not  been  for  his  guidance) 
And  the  MaMy  or  fit)St,  which  still  eitisted  at  no  great  depth. 
At  the  termination  of  tfns  morass,  we  came  to  a  high  wdl 
6FtttLp  rock,  in  many  places  not  exceeding  ten  feet  in  breadth, 
haying  the  sea  on  the  one  hand,  and  a  low  wet  tract  on  the 
ddl^.  The  rond  ran  along  the  summit  of  the  wall  for  some 
&ne,  which  gave  us  ample  time  to  admire  the  barrier  dist 
has  been  thrown  up  against  the  fiiry  of  the  waves.  Faanng 
some  fishermen'*^  huts,  whidi  were  rudely  constructed  on 
the  barren  locks^  we  came  to  a  fine  level  tract,  alternately 
In'esenting  a  surface  of  sand  and  coarse  grass,  ovar  which  we 
idvanced  iVith  great  celerity ;  but  it  was  not  long  before  we 
Were  again  stopped  in  out  caree;'  by  swamps,  that  continued 
^th  little  intei'roission  for  nearly  two  houi^s. 

It  ws6  out  intenl3on  to  have  rode  across  the  inlet  of  the 
sea^  called  Lein^vr^^  but  we  came  too  late  for  the  ebb»  and 
were  bbllged  to  fide  a  long  way  to  the  eastward ;  and,  after 
drosinng  the  La^  ahd  Leyri^  we  came,  shout  two  o'*clock, 
to  the  tktm  which  takes  its  name  ffom  the  latter  river,  and 
Sb  in  the  potoesskm  of  Mr  Bcheving,  the  Sysselman  of  Av* 
gtbtfmrd.    The  hduses  pret^  much  resemble  diose  of  Im^ 
hxhohn^  and  Ivere  built  by  the  Cluef  Justice  when  living  at 
fhi)}  place.    The  pavement  consists  of  stones  formed  bj  the 
depositions  of  a  hot  spring  in  the  vicinity,  and  are  many  of 
ttiem  Very  beautifid,  eXhibitirtg  CUrioUs  petrakctioos  rf 
ihrubs,  mosises,  ice.    There  is  alto  a  church  at  this  farm,  of 
a  better  i^pearance  than  many  in  the  n^ghbouring   pse 
HsheS. 

We  wete  hetfe  provided  with  an  excellent  dinner  of  bc^ed 
mutton  and  pauses,  seiired  up  by  Mw  SfcheVu^,  who  is 
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auter  to  Mr  Stephensen ;  and  after  coffee,  I  exdianged 
guides,  the  SyssehnaQ  eiq;^(iQg  .to  conduct  me  himself  to 
the  residfttce  c^  the  Amptmao,  where  I  intended  stoppixig 
atl  night.  At  a  short  distance  to  the  n(»rth-west,  he  pointed 
out  to  tne  the  farm  c£  L^Ar^crdum^  the  site  <^  the  only 
priBting-<^c«  on  the  island^  but  which  is  at  present  with- 
out  enqployment,  owing  chiefly  to  pr^udices  concdiTed  by 
the  leebudders  against  the  publications  which  issued  firop 
it  some  years  ago.  Nor  were  these  prejudices  entirely  with, 
out  foundation ;  for  mai^  of  the  writings  in  question  had 
but  too  glaring  a  tendency  to  introduce  the  illumination  of 
the  Gcerman  school,  and  the  attacks  made  on  certain  classes 
of  the  iuhabitanta  were  too  pointed  and  violent  not  to  ex*, 
cite  indignation^ 

To  the  north-east  of  Z^4  stretches  a  range  of  high  and 
numerously  peaked  mountwis  called  EasUm  Skardsbeidi^ 
ov^  which  the  common  road  hes;  but  the  quanti^  of  snow 
still  found  in  the  passes  was  so  great,  that  the  Sysselman 
did  not  deem  it  advisable  to  attempt  them.  We  therefore 
proceeded  along  the  base  of  the  .mountains,  which  here  as- 
sume  a  very  bold  and  majestic  appearance;  several  hori- 
aontal  strata  of  rock  overhanging  the  long  slope  of  debris, 
whidi  covers  more  than  two-thirdsof  th^  sides.  In  a  short 
time  we  turned  round  the  foot  of  Hc^mrfiaUf  when  we  fell 
in  with  a  jNretty  considerable  wood,  conasting  principally 
of  birch  trees,  through  which  we  passed  a  little  way,  and 
then  descended  to  the  eastern  shore  of  the  Borgarfiard,  a 
bu^  and  beautiful  bay,  from  which  the  Syssel  takes  its 


Asit  was  low  wator,  we  shorleRed  the  distance  by  crossing 
several  soiall  inlets;  and  riding  along  the  beach,  we  adv^uu 
ced  with  a  quicks  pace  than  if  we  had  taken  the  way  throu^ 
the  wood.  Wenextenoountoredatractof  swampy  ground, 
which  occa0»9fied  us  eome  little  difficulty ;  and  after  cross* 
mg  the  AndaJqfUA  and  passing  Urn  diurch  and  farm  of 
Hwmeiff%  we  desosuded  Inta  Urn  i^aipsof  ffvii/hvoUmn^ 
whidi  nfford  ^toeUont  pasturage,  and  a  great  quantity  <^ 
bay«  aadamred  abwt  eleven  o'clock  i^t  the  farm  of  the 
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^ome  name,  the  abode  of  Amptman  Slefrfiendeil.  This  geii« 
tleman  I  had  seen  in  the  autumn  at  Re^ckmk ;  and  in  eon* 
sequence  of  the  oonT^rsation  we  then  had  about  the  drcuhu 
Uon  of  the  Scriptures,  he  had  written  an  official  letter  to  all 
his  Sysselmen  in  conjuncdon  with  the  Deans,  ordoing  an 
inquiry  to  be  instituted  rdative  to  the  want  of  copies,  and 
a  report  to  be  given  of  the  number  of  those  who  woe  abfe 
and  melined  to  purchase,  as  also  of  such  as  required  to  be 
furnished  gratuitoudy.  He  now  reeaved  me  in  the  most 
distinguished  manner,  and,  with  his  lady  and  the  wfade  of 
the  family,  was  asmduous  in  providing  for  the  oomfbrt  of  the 
wearied  traveller.  After  supping  on  exodknt  roast  beef,  a 
ioAi  very  uncommon  in  Iceland,  accompanied  with  good 
Port  wine,  I  retired  to  sleep,  whidi  I  greatly  enjoyed,  h»- 
vmg  been  much  fatigued  by  the  ride  cS  the  prececfing  day, 
which  could  not  be  less  than  thirty-six  miles. 

Next  morning,  after  partaking  of  a  cxM  breakfast  and 
coffee,  I  took  leave  of  the  interestii^  family  at  HxAUrvSl- . 
2i«n^  and  proceeded  to  the  deanay  of  iSfa^AoI^.  In  tlusex- 
cur»on  I  had  the  honour  to  be  accompanied  by  the  Ampt- 
man himself,  and  one  of  his  sons,  the  Syssdman,  and  the 
clergyman  of  Hut  with  his  son.  A  little  to  the  north  of 
the  Amptman^s  we  crossed  the  GrimaA^  which,  l^  miiitake, 
is  placed  on  the  maps  to  the  south  of  that  farm,  and  after 
riding  over  the  marshes,  we  came  to  the  banksi  of  the  jEFoM, 
a  de^  and  broad  river,  which  takes  its  rise  partly  from  the 
deserts  in  the  interior,  and  pardy  from  the  ice-mountains 
on  die  northtai  boundary  of  the  Syssel,  and  falls  into  the 
Borgarfiordy  a  few  miles  below  this  place.  >  It  has  three 
ferries,  and  is  sometimes  f<»dable  at  othar  jdaoes;  At  one 
of  these  a  very  smgdar  case  hiq^ned  last  summer,  as  the 
people  were  riding  to  church.  The  horse  of  (me  cS  the 
peasants  taking  fright,  when  about  the  deepest  part  of  the 
river,  his  rider  was  thrown  into  the  water,  and  as  he  was 
at  a  great  distance  from  ^thar  bank,  and  being,  besides,  ^* 
norant  of  the  art  of  swimming,  the  spectators  gave  him  up 
for  lost  Happening,  however,  to  get  <m  his  back,  and  ex- 
tending hb  hands  and  feet,  he  kept  his  head  dbo^  water. 
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and  was  carried  gently  down  by  the  stt^eam :  his  eorapankms 
riding  along  the  banks,  and  talking  with  him  all  the  while,  till, 
after  baring  floated  near  a  mile,  he  was  cast  on  a  small  sand*- 
bank,  from  which,  with  Mttle  di£Bculty,  he  reached  the  shore. 

On  our  arrival  at  the  Ferry,  I  was  somewhat  alarmed  at 
the  leaky  state  of  the  boat,  which  we  had  to  bale  without  ^ 
fBtermission,  in  order  to  keep  ourselves  above  water.  In 
'die  course  of  an  hour  we  reached  StqffhoUj  Where  I  was 
made  oMrdially  welcome  by  the  Dean,  the  Reverend  Peter 
Peterson.  The  parsonage  is  situated  on  a  rising  ground  on 
the  east  nde  of  the  river  Nordurd,  and  commands  a  noble 
prospect  of  the  eastern  and  western  Skardskeidi  mountain^ 
^le  remarkable  cone  of  Bauhf  with  two  inferior  ones,  called 
hy  the  Amptman,  the  <<  Daughter*  and  <<  Grand-daughter,^ 
and  the  fine  serpentine  windings  of  the  river  alittle  above  its 
confluence  with  the  Hviid.  The  bleakness  of  the  surround* 
ing  rocks  was  greatly  enlivened  by  the  number  of  swans 
that  were  swimming  and  singing  melodiously  in  the  river, 
and  the  clouds  of  steam  ascending  from  the  hot  springs  a* 
bout  two  miles  to  the  norik  cf  the  farm. 

On  the  departure  of  the  Amptman  and  the  rest  cf  the 
company,  the  Dean  entered  into  a  most  lively  and  interest- 
ing conversation  with  me  relative  to  the  Icelandic  Scriptures, 
BiUe  Societies,  the  state  of  religion  in  diflerent  parts  of  the 
world,  &c.  when  he  produced  the  letters  which  he  received 
Atym  tns  clergy  respecting  the  wants  of  their  parishioiiers. 
The  perusal  of  these  documents  convinced  me  of  the  vehe- 
ment  desire  manifested  by  the  people  to  obtain  copies;  while 
I  as  evidently  perceived,  that  a  great  number  must  remain 
destitnte  of  dian,  except  furnished  with  them  on  the  san^ 
terms  with  the  salvation  of  the  Ooqpel  itself— «  without 
mcmey,  and  without  price." 

After  arranging  this  matter,  we  took  a  ride  to  the  hot 
springs,  whidi  are  situate  in  front  of  a  range  of  rocks  strong* 
ly  impregnated  with  iron.  They  are  six  in  number,  but 
none  of  them  is  cf  any  considerable  sise.  All  of  them  boil 
with  violause,  and  one  or  two  erupt  the  water  at  irr^ular 
intorvab  to  the  height  of  afoot  Fine  incrustations  are  finrm. 
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cd/on  the  wood,  bones,  Stc  which  lie  within  the  rcadi  of  the 
water,  but,  what  is  not  a  littk  remarkable,  I  did  not  meet 
with  the  least  appearance  of  it^  having  affected  the  grasB, 
whidi  grows  in  ^eat  luxuriance  on  the  banks  of  the  small 
steaming  rivulet  that  flows  a  considerable  way  into  the  plain. 
As  we  returned,  the  Dean  pointed  out  to  me  a  bed  of  ligmte, 
or  the  mineralized  wood,  to  which  the  Icelanders  give  the 
name  of  Surturbrcmdy  and  which  is  found  in  great  abiua* 
dance  in  the  west  of  Iceland  It  is  ntuated  in  the  diflb,  a 
httle  to  the  north  of  the  parsonage,  about  two  fi^t  above  the 
ordmary  brink  gS  the  Norduri.  The  vein  runs  aliaost  ho- 
rizcmtally,  is  three  indies  in  thickness,  and  covered  with  an 
eighteen  feet  bed  of  yellow  argillaceous  tu£^  above  which 
is  a  hard  oonqpact  rock,  containing  numerous  crystallizatioos 
of  quartz.  The  surturbrand  is  only  visible  to  the  length  of 
thirty  feet,  the  debris  of  tufik  having  been  washed  away  at 
this  place  by  an  extraordinary  swell  in  the  river. 

At  an  early  hour  on  the  19th,  I  ordered  my  horses  to  be 
^got  ready,  and,  before  setting  off,  I  had  the  {Measure  to  find, 
that  the  Dean  and  his  son  had  resolved  to  proceed  with  me 
all  the  way  to  the  next  station,  which  lies  about  thirty  miles 
distant  from  Stqff'hoU.  I  was  the  lu^jner  at  this,  as  I  found 
the  Dean  a  very  canvernble  man,  and  eagerly  desirous  of 
discus^ng  tqpics  of  a  religious  nature.  Quitting  his  hos|H- 
table  roof,  we  descended  into  the  plain  through  which  the 
Nordurd  pursues  its  winding  course ;  and  prooeeding  about 
three  miles  along  its  eastern  mar^,  we  came  to  a  fold, 
where,  although  there  was  a  strong  current,  we  crossed  it 
without  much  difficulty.  The  road  now  lay  in  a  westerly 
direction  across  a  number  of  v«y  irregular  heights,  in  some 
places  covered  with  stunted  birches,  and  in  others  consistmg 
of  bleak  and  barren  rocks,  the  fragments  of  which  were  in- 
termixed with  abundance  of  aeolite.  Leaving  this,  we  came 
to  the  entrance  d^a  pass  in  the  western  SkardAeidij  where 
we  stopped  some  time,  in  order  to  rest  our  horses,  and  refresh 
tliem  with  a  httle  hay,  whidi  we  procured  from  the  last  ha- 
bitation in  the  tract 
^    In  the  mean  time,  the  Dean  todc  me  to  an  immense  ra- 
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viae,  formed  by  the  waters  of  the  CXii^i^  into  wUch)  on  a 
ocrtain  day  in  autumn,  all  the  sheep  are  delected  that  have 
been  fiseding  at  large  on  the  mountains  during  the  summer. 
The  (daoe  is  called  KlqfaJummara^eiiar^  or  the  ^  Pens  of 
the  Cloven  Precipice.^  An  order  being  sent  from  the  oon^ 
stable  of  the  district,  the  peasants  collect  from  thor  respec- 
tive farms,  and,  under  the  direction  of  one  of  their  number^ 
chosen  on  the  occasion,  and  to  whom  they  pve  the  title  of 
*<  Eing,^  they  proceed  to  the  mountains,  where  they  pitdi 
their  tents  in  a  convenient  place,  and  go,  two  in  company, 
in  search  of  the  sheep,  according  to  the  <Mrders  of  tb^  sove- 
teagn.  Having  spent  several  days  in  this  manner,  and  ool^ 
lected  the  sheep,  they  lift  their  tents,  and  drive  the  whole 
flock  down  to  this  place,  when  ^ey  are  confined  in  the  large 
pen,  which  is  defended,  on  the  one  aide,  by  the  river,  and 
)on  theother,  by  a  hij^  range  of  perpendicular  clifis;  so  that 
there  is  no  possibiU^  of  their  making  their  escs^  Aseadi 
fanner  has  his  particular  mark  on  the  ear  of  his  sheep,  they 
are  easily  separated,  and  confined  in  smaller  pens,  called 
DUkar^  which  are  built  of  lava,  and  lie  scattered  abng  the 
south  ode  of  the  river.  What  with  the  bleating  (^  perhaps 
1500  sheep,  the  noise  madeby  the  peasants  in  proving  their 
jmiperty,  and  the  appearance  of  the  pens  and  tents  whidi 
crowd  the  valley-*^this  desert  tract  assumes,  on  such  ooca» 
siods,  a  most  lively  aspect,  and  furnishes  a  temporary  relief 
ftom  the  nlent  monotony  of  Icelandic  Hfe. 

The  heUHiy  or  moontain-roed,  lying  along  the  sides  of  se>- 
veral  guUeys,  at  a  short  cBstance  from  tl^  OUtsfrdf  was  by 
no  means  so  steep  as  I  had  iq^prdtended.  The  jirincipal 
difBeulty  we  had  to  surmount,  consisted  in  traversing  proi- 
digious  masses  of  snow,  whidi  at  oartain  [daces  wore  scarody 
of  sufficient  sdidity  to  admit  of  our  riding  on  them,  and 
were  the  more  dangerous,  from  thdr  concealing  in  their  in- 
terior small  lakes  and  rivers,  into  which  we  might  have  been 
plunged  m  a  moment,  and  from  which  there  was  scarcely 
any  possibility  of  extrication. 

Having  reached  the  middle  of  the  pass  in  safe^,  we  found 
ourselves  in  the  immediate  vidnity  of  the  extinguished  voL 
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cano  of  WesUm  Skard^teidL  It  is  rattiated  at  the  soudi 
end  of  L&ng&rdoi^  and  a  Utile  to  the  wcat  of  the  small  lake^ 
whence  the  water  firom  that  dale  divides,  and  is  discharged, 
partly  through  the  channel  of  the  LdngA,  and  partly  through 
that  of  the  GUufrd.  We  had  here  to  cross  a  t|[act  of  veiy 
rough  lava;  for,  notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  done  to 
throw  it  up  on  both  ades  so  as  to  form  a  kind  of  padK.way, 
large  angular  masses  ^11  remain,  winch  prove  no  less  trying 
to  the  patience  of  the  traveller,  than.hostile  to  the  feet  and 
shoes  of  his  horses. 

We  now  came  to  seven  remarkable  spiracles  or  diinmiw, 
%ve  of  which  are  situated  on  the  east,  and  two  on  the  west 
side  of  the  road.  The  formar  are  nnaU,  not  exceeding  40 
feet  in  perpoidicular  h^ht,  and  measuring  fixMn  150  to 
5200  feet  in  circumference  around  thar  base.  They  are  com* 
plete  cones,  and  have  been  htdbw  within  foit  some  time  after 
the  eruption;  but  thedndars,  add  other  rqectamenta,  havii^ 
mouldered  with  age  into  the  craters,  they  are,  in  a  great 
measure,  filled  up,  though,  at  the  same  time,  they  exhibit 
«nple  proof  of  tbar /circular  formation.  The  kva  on  the 
outfflde  of  these  spiracles  is  mostly  c^a  red  colour,  atrcm^y 
vitrified,  light,  and  broken  into  snuill  fragments. 

After  we  had  asomded  each  of  the  cones  in  successioD, 
and  admired  the  regular  uniformity  of  their  structure  we 
returned  to  our  horses,  and,  proceeding  a  little  on  to  the 
west,  arrived  at  the  base  of  the  other  two  chimnies,  irindi^ 
fiom  their  magnitude,  and  evoy  other  attendant  drcum- 
stance,  evidently  appeur  to  have  been  the  {xindpal  craters 
of  the  volcano.  The  more  easterly  may  be  about  SOO  feet 
high,  and  is  double  as  much  around  the  base.  Its  aaoaii 
was  attended  with  much  fat^e,  as  oiur  feet  always  sunk  in 
the  scoriae  or  drosses,  and  these  being  set  in  motion  by  omr 
weight,  we  often  stid  down  again  to  a  considanihle  distance 
before  we  stopped.  The  drotraes  are  small,  of  a  red  colour, 
and  very  finaUe.  On  gaining  the  summit,  the  crat»  instoit* 
ly  opened  upon  us,  tttuated  exactly  in  the  centre,  and  bear- 
ing the  most  perfect  resemblance  to  an  inverted  cone.  It 
appeared  to  be  about  £00  feet  in  diameter  from  brim  lo 
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brim,  but  not  eneeeding  60  feet  in  depth.  Ita  sideft  were 
for  die  most  part  covered  witb  snow,  imd  a  smaU  h<^  filled 
with  water  appeared  at  the  bottom.  The  .brim-  is  several 
feet  lower  toward  the  east;  and  from  this  place  a  snaall 
Talley  or  ehannd,  nearly  ct  the  same  deplh  with  the  crater^ 
'  stretches  du^  east  towards  the  five  minor  chimBies  atove  de* 
scribed ;  which,  as  thej  all  lie  in  the  same  direct  line,  have 
vkiUy  originated  in  die  torrent  of  lava  pouited  down,  through 
tiiift  vallej.  On  meetb^  with  some  obstmeticii,  it  has  coU 
lected  and  formed  a  caldron  or  furaae^  which,  being  aagr 
mented  by  fr&h  matter  irom  the  mam  source^  has  ultimately 
^en  way  on  the  ofqpostte  sule,  and  the  lava  oontinmng  U» 
flow,  has  successively  throvm  up  the  omes  tiU  it  reached  the 
fifth  and  smallest  in  the  row.  The  haghts  on  both  sides  of 
•the  valley  connst  of  the  same  red  socnriffi  wi^  those  covering 
the  exterior  of  the  crater,  and  are  sharpened  towards  the 
summit.  Frmn  this-crater,.  the  lava  has  flowed  which  covers 
the  tract  to  the  north  and  east 

At  a  diort  distance  farther  west  lies  the  primary  chimney,' 
or  vokanic  cone,  at  least  SfiO  feet  high,  and  exceeding  1800 
feet  in  drcumferenee  around  its  base.  The  crata:  is  pro* 
portionaUy  large,  bong  not  less  than  400  feet  Uk  diameter 
at  the  mouth,  and  exceeding  ISO  feet  in  depth.  At  the 
bottom  were  two  pools  filled  with  dear  water,  but  of  what 
depth  I  could  not  determine,  as  the  snow  about  the  sales 
of  the  crater  prevented  all  ai^cess  to  them*  This  huge  fui^ 
nace  opens  into  a  small  dale  like  the  former,  but  it  only  pro- 
ceeds a  diort  way  in  aa  easterly  chrec^D^  when  it  turns  aU 
at  once  to  the  south  and  south-west ;  and  through  this  chan- 
nel aa  immaiso  stream  c£  burning  matter  has  rushed  towards 
the  south,  wherethededivitoustaidascy  of  the  ground  has 
allowed  it  a  firee  descent  into  a  fine  valley,  afterwards  calkd 
Jlraundal  or  Lava  Valley,  where  it  has  flowed  with  great 
vdodty  and  finrc^  and  been  thrown  up  in  the  most  singular 
and  capricious  fcrms^  Klling  the  greater  part  of  this  long 
Talky,  it  faw  eoatinued  its  eoufse  into  the  plains^  which  it 
lias  inundated  to  a  gvsat  extent,  earryiii^  d(^«trMc^  to  ev 
flit  attacked  in  lip  progress. 
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It  WM  impossilile  fer  me  to  6urv^  die»ent  tliat  -pteaoA* 

tA  itself  from  the  gummic  of  Mm  Gone,  without,  in  aome 

measure,  realtong  in  my  imagination  the  mrnfui  parnd  of  its 

adivitj :— the  oonvulsire  thvoes  of  the  ground ;  the  betdiii^ 

of  the  flames;  the  blunders  of  the  eruption;  the  splashing 

of  liquid  fire;  and  the  broad  stivams  of  de^During  lavm 

spreading  themsdves  across  the  vail^.   As  I  revcdved  these 

things  in  my  nund,  I  felt  power&IIy  oomnnoed,  that  in  die 

following  subKme  specimens  of  prc^betic  poetry,  the  saond 

writers  have  borrowed  their  imagery  from  the  trwendtw 

phenomena  of  a  TcJcanic  eruption :  **  For,  behold  Urn  Lonl 

oometh  fbrthoutof  his  plaee,  and  will  oosae  down,  andtroad 

upon  the  Ingfa  places  of  Ae  eaxtb.   And  die  «MiM«tai«g  diafl 

be  moUen  un(fer  him,  and  the  viJiies  shall  be  deft,  a$  warn 

lefbre  0^  fire^  and  a$  ^  waters  Aai  m-e  poured  down  a 

steep  pktteT    ^  Oh,  that  diou  wouldest  rend  the  faoaren^ 

that  thou  wouldest  come  down,  that  the  mountains  SMgiht 

^/bw  down  at  thy  presence.   AswheaAe  meUinff^^immeAi 

ihe  jire  causeth  ^  ximUre  to  boU^  to  make  thy  name  known 

to  tibine  adTersaries,  that  the  naticms  may  tremble  at  tky 

presence.    When  thou  didst  terrible  dni^  which  we  look*- 

ed  not  for^  thou  earnest  down,  the  mom&tain$faweddownM 

thy  presence^  Micah  i.  8,  4.    Isaiafa  fadr.  1,  8.    See  also 

Nahum  i.  5,  6. 

Betuming  to  the  Dean,  whose  corpul^icy  prevented  ]um^ 
much  against  his  inclination,  from  aooonpanying  ua,^  we 
again  mounted  our  steeds,  and  skirted  the  western  natgvs 
of  the  lava,  till  we  arrivied  at  a  narrow  gidlsy^  wluch  tt  hms 
almost  complexly  filled,  when  we  were  oUi|^  to  aaoend  s 
steep  «md  rugged  bill  of  brown  tuia,  from  the  atmntt  «f 
which  we  had  a  oonmianding  view  of  a  vaat  nwrmhlicii  ti 
wnilar  h^  otigiiiaSy  produced,  and  jfleppnarda  mnvtJaad 
by  the  agency  of  subterraaeoua  fires. 

We  now  descended  iron  the  nonntaioi  throogh  ffrmsn 
deiy  Tfhrrr  ur  nbniirrnrt  n  mimtirr  nf  braisrifiil  miri  ifigulisii 
grotesque  domes  of  lava  whieh  have  been  dirom  up  during 
the  prograw  of  4iie  fieiy  torroit ;  and  ptnoeedid  IWRwdailbe 
west,  along  the  base  of  sevend  bold  and  \ 
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,  on  tlie  qppoBte  nde  of  which  ir»  fidlin  with  OnoUr'^ 
dalsJiraun^  another  stfeam  of  fanra  of  an  cxteDnre  qareadL 
It  proceeds  fioni  a  vokano  of  the  aame  name^  a  litde  to  tha 
It  of  the  SkardihmA  inoiintuns,  the  crater  of  which  fa» 
ibleB  those  aboiw  descrihed,  hut  la  much  larger,  and  wax* 
rounded  by  a  htghor  paspaidictdar  wall^  exhibiting  towards 
tbe  flDUth  a  lateialc^mngwheDe  the  Jara  has  had  its  egress 
The  stnam  is  about  six  miks  in  kagth,  and  in  some  {daces 
thiee  m  breeddL  Our  path  nm  across  it  in  a  winding  di» 
rectioo,  now  level  and  gnwKitfa,  and  worn  obstructed  bjr  rriMiy 
crvsts  thait  have  been  sostteied  aboot  on  the  bursting  of  the 
domes.  The  principal  diflicuky,  however,  was  presented 
by  the  Oioi^,  the  waters  of  viiich  are  incessantiy  washing 
down  huge  pieces  of  la^a  into  the  fording  {dace,  idiere  tbe 
river  &Us  with  great  violence,  so  that  it  is  hardlj  pgssiUe 
fiv  the  horses  to  keep  their  ieet  in  coossing. 

About  eight  o'clock  in  the  evenii^,  we  arrived  at  the 
ehnidi  and  parsonage  of  Stadmrbraunj  wheve  I  got  nqr 
tent  pitohed  as  expeditiously  as  ponble,  in  order  to  affind 
OS  a  shdter  from  the  cold,  the  mcreuxy  in  Fahrenheit  having 
fallen  to  S9^.  The  houses  are  eMirely  surrounded  by  lava 
except  in  front,  and  the  greensward  fixrotng  the  ^^  is  sepa- 
rated from  the  same  substance  only  by  the  depth  of  a  few 
indies.  ISiedeigyman,  Sica  Damd  Jonson,  I  found  to  be* 
a  tme  Nadianiel,  whose  whole  depottment  evinced  an  eini^ 
nent  degree  of  sinsplicity  and  godly  oncerity.  Heexpressed, 
in  ver^  waim  tenns,  the  satisfiiction  he  felt  at  oar  visit,  and 
did  all  that  lay  in  his  power  to  provide  for  our  aroommoria^ 


As  I  had  been  advised  by  the  Amiptaum  and  others  to 
qpead  the  Sabbath  at  this  place;  and  feeling  die  more  in- 
dined  to  do  BO  fioa  the  consideration  of  the  sterling  worth . 
of  the  iMombent,  I  wenton  theiHHh,  in  company  with  him 
aadtfaaDMm,  «»  pay  a  visit  to  l(iyftirda2,  where  the  latter 
gsndeann  had  some  hmiaiis  to  tranifit  It  was  not  kng 
befimwaenooanjtafedaatoeamofkvatlMt  has  been  poui^ 
eddosranprntheioweonntvyfinm  the  takano of  JSTi^tor- 
id,  8ilncted«.ahactwB][baokirom  the  opper  end  of  the 
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valley.  To  tbe  left  we  had  a  loag  range  of  aaoiuftaim,  ma 
the  termination  of  which  projecta  the  curious  looking  locky 
hill  in  which  the  celebiHted  Giettir  found  an  asylum.  Tb 
place  is  called  GrettisJfcdi^  is  viewed  as  inaooessMf  by  the 
present  race  of  men,  and  commands  an  esiemkre  vi^  of 
the  adjacent  jdains.  At  the  distance  of  about  four  miks 
up  the  valley  we  came  to  the  church  of  Hykardddy  a  place 
of  oonaderaUe  note  in  the  ancient  annal»of  the  country,  od 
account  of  the  rich  and  noble  families  who  had  it  in  pones- 
joxuL  In  the  thirteenth  century  it  was  erected  into  an  ab- 
bey, which  however  soon  lost  its  importance,  and  was  gra- 
dually deserted.  It  is  still  among  the  better  livings^  and 
one  of  those,  the  grant  di  which  the  King  of  Denmark  le- 
serves  in  his  own  power.  The  church  is  small,  but  in  good 
order,  and  possesses  several  ornaments  which  have  been 
made  over  to  it  in  times  <X  fcfptry^  such  as  prieatly  teit- 
ments,  images  of  Jotm  the  Baptist,  the  Virgin  Mary,  be 
The  walls  of  the  church  were  formerly  remarkable  for  die 
ancient  figures  that  were  hewn  in  them;  bat  thejaieiQ 
effiKsed,  with  the  exception  of  a  huge  female  fisu^aaidto 
xejnresent  Hj^  the  protectress  of  the  valley. 

We  were  kindly  entertained  by  the  clergyman,  wiio»  with 
all  the  company,  took  the  most  lively  interest  in  the  accounts 
I  gave  them  c£  the  progress  of  true  religion,  and  tbe  tii- 
umphs^of  the  Bible  ovar  the  pride  and  omiity  of  the  abet- 
tors of  infiddity.  Aftar  we  had  qpent  an  hourortwoia 
this  manner,  we  went  to  survey  smne  of  the  natusal  eunoa- 
ties  of  the  valley.  The  first  we  visited  was  a  remarkably 
excavated  hill  of  tuffa,  several  of  the  veins  (^  which  ares> 
soft,  that  they  admit  of  b^ng  cut  with  a  knife.  Tbe  place 
is  called  Nafna-kleftur^  from  the  cuKnunstance  of  its  being 
fiiU  of  names  engraven  in  the  rock  by  such  as  have  vi^ 
it  We  next  repaired  to  HuMxftEL^  a  nigged  vokanic  moun- 
tain, omsisting  of  a  sandy  kind  of  uiffii  and  lava,  stiaogdy 
intermixed  with  one  another,  near  the  summit  of  vfaicb  we 
entered  a  cave,  consisting  of  qmcious  vaults,  evidently  formed 
by  volcanic  >ageac^,  the  surfkce  exhibiting  a  curious  incrus- 
tation, whidi  I  take  to  have  been  produced  by  the  drippiag 
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^Watef  t(m>ugh  the  tilffa,  till  gradually  hardened  by  the 
air.  .  The  cave  is  f(Mrty-one  feet  in  length,  by  twenty-five  in 
breaddi ;  and  the  vaults  are  about  fourteen  feet  in  height 
On  being  informed  that  it  is  used  as  a  sheep-pen,  and  is  on 
that  account  termed  the  Fi&rheUir^l  was  reminded  of  the 
^  sheep-cotes^  of  the  cave  in  the  wilderness  of  Engedi,  where 
David  cut  off  the  skirt  of  SauTs  robe,  1  Sam.  xxiv.  S. 

Close  behind  this  cave  is  another,  called  Sawnghdlir^  or 
**  The  Singing  Cave**— «ot  so  much,  I  should  suppose,  from 
any  remarkable  echo  observable  in  it,  as  from  the  custom  of 
a  psahh  bemg  always  sung  by  those  who  visit  it  It  runs 
upwards  into  the  mountain,  and  is  about,  twenty-four  feet 
in  length,  by  twdve  in  width.  When  we  had  all  got  up 
into  it,  we  prevailed  on  the  Dean,  who  has  a  very  powerful 
voice,  to  raise  a  psalm,  which  he  did,  and  was  immediately 
joined  by  the  other  two  clergymen.  It  had  a  most  solemn 
effect ;  and  while  they  were  einging,  the  train  of  my  medi- 
tation led  me  to  thcMe  times  in  which  the  fearers  of  God 
were  obliged  to  flee  from  the  fury  of  their  ruthless  persecu- 
tors, and  hide  themselves  <*  in  d^s  and  caves  of  the  earth  ;^ 
and,  when  debarred  the  use  df  public  worship,  they  caused 
dmilar  caves  to  resound  with  the  high  praises  of  the  Re- 
deemer. 

The  HundcJidHt  is  near  the  parsonage,  and  is  said  to 
connect  with  a  vast  cavern,  which  stretches  the  whole  way 
west  to  theSnaefeU  Yoktdy  but  the  roof  not  being  more  than 
two  feet  high,  it  is  impossible  to  enter  it  with  any  degree  of 
ease;     The  idea  of  the  long  cavern  has  most  probably  ori- 
ginated with  the  fabulous  account  of  Bfirdr,  the  ^,  or  god 
of  the  Tokul,  and  the  supposed  connection  between  him 
and  Hyt,  the  mistress  <^  this  valley :  but  when  we  refleet, 
that  a  r^ular  chain  of  vokanic  cones  stretches  from  Baula, 
^near  the  upper  end  of  Borgarfiord  Syssel,  along  the  centre 
of  the  promontory  of  Snc^eO&nesSy  till  terminated  by  the 
Yc^uly  which  is  itself  a  notable  volcano,  it  will  not  appear 
at  all  improbable,  that  there  does  exist  some  subterraneous 
line  of  communication  between  them. 

Afler  dining  at  the  parsonage,  we  accompanied  the  Dean 

X 
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along  the  base  of  the  motmtains  on  the  east  side  of  the  vaL 
ley  till  reaching  their  termination,  when  we  bade  each  other 
an  afFecdonate  farewdl,  and  I  returned  with  mj  new  boat 
to  Stada/rhraun,    Having  be^i  quitted  by  £ve  mnsy  eagles, 
which  kept  soaring  at  a  considerafale  height  directly  cTver 
head,  and  which  we  supposed  to  be  on  the  watdi  for  aome 
lambs  that  were  grazing  in  the  vidnity,  Siza  Daaiel  and  I 
entered  into  an  animated  conversation  about  &e  all-impor- 
tant concerns  of  religion ;  and  the  longer  we  were  togedier, 
the  more  I  felt  attached  to  him,  and  became  more  and  iBot:^ 
ccmvinced  of  the  genuineness  of  his  piety,  and  the  purity  of 
his  motives  as  a  minister  of  the  gospel  of  Ghnst     He  has 
the  care  of  two  parishes,  in  one  of  which  were  only  two  oo> 
pies  of  the  Bible  among  Jburteen  families.     Though  theie 
were  two  copies  in  his  own  family,  two  more  had  heen  sub- 
scribed for,  besides  several  New  Testam^its.     A  poor  wo- 
man,  who  was  ignorant  of  her  husband^s  having  made  i^ 
plication  for  a  copy,  came,  after  the  list  had  been  sent  in  t# 
the  Dean,  and  with  many  tears  lamented  her  dilatorinee^ 
and  the  guilt  she  had  contracted  in  neglecting  to  avafl  her- 
self of  the  golden  opportunity ; — but  what  was  her  joy  cm 
being  informed,  that  a  copy  liad  beesi  secured  for  her ! 

May  31st,  Lord'^s  Day.  The  great  bulk  of  the  popubu 
tion  being  absent  at  the  fishing-places,  there  was  no  {Xibjic 
worship  at  Stadarhraun :  yet  I  was  in  no  ordinary  degree 
interested  by  witnessing  the  piety  and  devotion  manifested 
by  the  clergyman  and  his  family,  eight  in  number,  in  the 
exercise  of  their  domestic  worship.  We  assembled  round 
the  altar,  which  was  extrenely  simple,  consisting  merdy  of 
a  coarse  wooden  table,  when  several  appropiiate  psalms  woe 
sung  in  a  very  lively  manner,  after  which  a  solemn  and  im- 
pressive prayer  was  offered  up,  the  females,  meanwhile,  pla« 
cing  their  hands  .flat  on  their  faces,  so  as  entirely  to  cover 
thar  eyes.  The  clergyman  now  read  an  excellent  seraum 
on  Regeneration,  from  Vidalin^s  collection,  which  is  in  great 
repute  over  the  whole  island,  and  has,  perhaps,  more  ^laa 
any  thing  else,  contributed  to  perpetuate  a  dear  and  dis- 
littct  knowledge  of  the  fundamental  principlfft  of  Chiistia* 
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nity  axxioag  the  natives,  T^  ser^ce  oopd[ujGle4  wptl^  a^. 
iog  and  prayer;  after  ^]^cb,  the  m^aib&n  of  d^e  fapiily 
gave  each  other  the  primitive  kiss ;  and  I  could  disoov^^ 
from  t^e  jpy  that  beamed  in  every  eye,  the  actual  increase 
oi  haj^ioess  derived  fro^  their  rene|i^ed  aj^i^roach  to  the 
Fountaia  of  Bliss. 

Towards  evening  tihe  dergy^san  of  ffffiardci  ,G^mt  to 
conduct  me  to  Hyt&mes^^  agreeably  to  a  promise  he  ha4 
made  noie  the  preceding  day.  Close  to  the  river  QiMn^,  at 
the  mar^n  of  the  lava  which  fiUs  the  grei^  pcurt  qi  the 
▼alley,  we  came  to  a  small  mineral  qpi^g,  whidi  jii^as  difco^ 
wred  some  years  ago  by  the  diargypaan  qf  StodfvrbrQMH. 
The  8oii  appeared  to  be  hi^y  ^npregj^ted  witjh  icon,  apd 
the  water,  which  in  the  weU  yra^  cpyered  wijth  a  Ijg)^  blue 
slime,  possessed  a  considerable  degree  of  acidity.  4-  hpttj^ 
of  this  water,  which  was  brought  home  by  Sj^r  GeQf  ge  ACac- 
Joen^ie,  ha3  been  chemically  examiaed  by  Dr  Th<nnscm,  wh^ 
ascribes  its  peculiarities  entirdy  tp  the  pciprtioi;!  jc^  ca^i^ijt^ 
of  lime  whiqb  it  contiuna.  *  , 

In  the  ^<  Uoyal  Mirror,^ ^,ci|^ous  Norwj^fm  work,  ^up* 
posed  to  have  been  witten  before  the  clq^e  of  t^  ^^^iSA^ 
joa^tury,  express  menupn  b  made  .of  a  oelplT^i^fNted  ^oiH^^al 
spring  in  this  valley ;  but  wheth^  it  ^as  aitjuated  ^  .4)\ji» 
spot,  Oft  higher  up,  cannot  noyr  be  det^rp^^pe^.  The  authi^ 
loentions  three  things  as  r€pp(iark|ible  about  j(^  Wh^ 

drunk  in  a  ccHisiderable  qvian^ty,  \X  ji^^brifites ;  tf*  thfs  ]f eU 
be  covered  w^  a  roof,  the  .water  ,l^a^es  the  |4we»  and 
fl{ai9gs  up  sQmewh^:e  else  in  .the  vidu^ty;  w4>  )^^Y% 
tbou^  it  possesses  the  above  qy^ty  whcjp^  ^ffss^  9^  ^ 
well,  on  l^ing  carried  away,itlos^it3)^q9Qy,;waid  faeycaaaep 
like  other  water,  f  Many  suqh  spriAgs  esdi^t  09  hoik  ;4de$ 
of  the  promontory.  They  are  caU^  hy  the  iiatives  OlkdU 
ioTf  or  Ale  Wdjb,  ftom  ^uar  ta^ite,  md  the  effects  4if  the 
water  when  taken  fastiog.  The  most  iiemarkaUe  are  those 
QliMmdamdy  StadorOad,  Budmh  FvodarriuMi,  Okifivik, 
ffrUakciyMod  Ejfdum.    It  is  but  seldom  they  ace  used, 

•  Trereb  in  ledana,  2d  Edit  p.  391. 

t  Kongs-skagg-do,  p.  103,  im.    SaNt^l7€8,  4to. 
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however  powerful  their  medicinal  virtues ;  nor  were  it  iff- 
deed  advisable  for  the  natives  to  xm  ibem 
medical  directbns. 

Leaving  the  lava  of  Hjfiai 
of  Bamaborgf  which  has  issii 
neys  that  have  been  thrown 
and  present  a  very  bold  and 
seems  to- have  run  with  grea 
denly  cocked ;  for  it  is  extren 
out  imminent  danger  that 
o^dock  in  the  evening  we  8 
•kindly  received  by  the  derg] 
whom  expressed,  in  very  sti 
the  proviaon  that  had  been  i 
their  parishioners^ 

Next  day,  about  noon,  t  ] 
the  west,  accompanied  by  the 
and  the  minister  efSfadarhn 
found  it  imposmble  to  tear 
morasses  in  fiont  of  the  moui 
I  rescued  to  avail  myself  of  1 
jfiSroTy  or  sands,  between  the 
darstad,  the  next  stati(m  on 
the  beach,  however,  we  had  1 
we  had  made  a  wrong  calculation,  and  yvere  eUigei 
at  a  neighbouring  farm  till  the  following  ebb. 

At  the  distance  of  about  two  miles  due  north, 
pietely  surrounded  with  lava,  rose  the  grand 
of  EOdborgy  which'  is  not  only  remarkable  on 
singular  configuration,  but  also  because  it  stands 
lated  in  the  middle  of  an  extensive  plain,  whidi^ 
most  entirely  deluged  with  lava. 

Ha^g  got  the  b^gage  taken  off  our  horsG%*' 
on  foot  across  the  lava,  in  order  to  inspect  more 
curious  production  of  nature.    The  walk  proved 
and  sometimes  dangerous,  owing  to  the  sharp  anj 
ous  nature  of  the  lava.    Several  of  the  largest  caves. 
for  sheep-pens>.  it  being  a  fact  that,  when  Idt  to  &lky#^ 
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'Own  inclination,  the  sheep  repair  to  them  in  preference  to 
those  constructed  by  man.     On  our  arrival  at  the  base  of 
the  volcano^  we  could  not  sufficiently  admire  the  regularity 
with  which  it  rose  by  a  gradual  acclivity  till  within  about 
dghty  feet  of  the  summit,  when  the  heath  and  every  yestigfe 
of  vegetation  ceased,  and  a  wall  of  dark  vitrified  lava  rose 
at  once  in  nearly  a  perpendicular  direction,  and  terminated 
in  a  rough  and  irr^ular  top.   From  the  perfect  resemblance 
of  this  wall  to  an  immense  artificial  fortification,  it  has  ob-> 
tained  the  name  of  EOdborgy  or  «  The  Fctttress  of  Fire.'' 
After  having  rested  ourselves  a  little  at  the  foot  of  the  ram- 
part, we  b^au  to  scale  it ;  an  imdertaking  which  we  found 
attended  with  no  small  difficulty,  the  lava  in  many  plaoea 
being  smooth  as  glass,  and  in  others  broken  into  minute 
fragments,  which  gave  way  on  our  stepfmig  upon  them,  and 
often  compelled  us  to  renew  our  toiL    At  length,  after  se- 
veral respites,  we  ultimately  reached  the  summit,  when  we 
were  not  a  Uttle  alarmed  to  find  that  we  were  only  separated 
&om  a  tremendous  abyss  by  a  dome  c^lava,  in  jnany  places 
not  exceeding  six  inches  in  thickness,  extremely  loose  in  its 
contexture,  and  mouldmng  with  age  into  the  crater,  which 
opened  like  an  immense  basin  directly  bdCbre  us.     It  is  not; 
an  entire  circle,  but  somewhat  oval,  its  longitude  stretching 
from  £.  S.  E.  to  W.  N.  W.     The  intericn:  of  the  wall  is  in 
general  more  perpendicular  than  the  exterior,  espedally  on 
the  east  nde,  where  it  consists  of  rugged  clifPs,  among  which 
a  number  of  ravens  annually  build  their  nests.    Having  en- 
compassed the  summit  with  a  measuring-line,  and  found  its 
jdrcumference  to  be  somewhat  more  than  IBOO  feet,  we  de^ 
Bcended  into  the  crater  itself,  by  means  of  a  rude  defile  cm 
the  south-east  side,  where  the  wall  ccmsisted  entirely  of  thin 
flat  plates  of  lava,  the  sur&oe  of  which  was  cracked  or  bro- 
ken into  numerous  pieces,  and  exhibited  a  strong  tendency 
towards  basaltic  conformati<m.    When  at  the  bottom,  we 
Jiad  a  most  august  view  of  the  clouds,  pasdng  in  rapid  suc- 
cession across  the  heavens,  which  were  drcumscribed  by  the 
lofty  wallsof  the  vdcano,  towering  to  the  height  of  near  200 
feet  above  us.  From  about  half  that  heiight  the  tndes  began 
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fo  dope,  and  a^  covered  with  slags,  except  oh  the  wert  sidei 
where  th^re  is  a  good  ded  of  ooarae  grass,  and  nnid<  trngs- 
Hca.  The  crated  terininates  in  a  small  ap^ure,  situated 
exactly  in  the  centre,  and  marking  the  ancient  Source  of  de-^ 
Vastation  and  rdin.  It  is  nearlj  filled  with  sL^  and  aO 
around  He  a  number  of  large  calcined  stones,  which,  towanb 
the  end  of  the  eruption,  the  fire  has  not  been  aUe  to  throW 
over  the  walls  of  th^  cfiiteh 

From  the  summit  we  had  an  extensive  view  of  the  tast 
jdain  which  the  lava  has  inundated,  and  higher  up  the  op- 
posite valley,  sevend  red  volcanic  cones  presented  themseko, 
^luch  have  also  poured  forth  streams  of  melted  substances, 
the  largest  of  wWch  arfe  those  situate  ib  the  vichiity  of  ib» 
damd.  At  a  short  distance  from  the  eastern  base  of  the 
inount,  several  small  conical  hills  have  been  formed  during 
the  eruption,  but  they  present  nothing  worthy  of  remark, 
their  surface  being  entirely  covered  with  drosses  and  slags. 
The  view  of  EUdborg  was  taken  from  the  fiinn  otSftorm- 
tady  at  the  southern  extremity  of  the  lava.  The  mist,  in 
which  the  mountains  on  both  sides  of  Hnappadd  were  en- 
veloped, prevented  their  crowding  into  the  prospect,  which 
1  was  informed,  would  have  been  greatly  improved  by  A^r 
romantic  appearance. 

Towards  evening  it  gtew  very  cold,  the  mercury  having 
fallen  below  the  point  of  congelation.  sAt  eight  o'doek  I 
took  leave  of  the  clergymen  of  Siadarhraun  and  fff/tim^^i 
whik  the  chaplain  of  the  latter  place  proceeded  with  me 
across  the  sands,  from  which  the  sea  had  ag^un  receded* 
Crossing  alternately  the  projecting  streams  of  lava,  and  flw 
inlets  of  the  sea  which  hm  lip  between  them,  we  advanced 
at  a  noble  rate ;  it  beirtg  necessary  to  keep  our  horses  cverf 
Tnfow  and  then  at  the  gallop,  in  order  to  escape  being  over- 
taken by  the  tide,  before  we  reached  the  land.  At  one  time, 
wfc  were  nearly  two  miles  from  the  shore ;  and,  I  tsinsi  con- 
fess, 1  felt  rather  uneasy,  while  my  companion  was  relating 
the  number  of  travellers  who  had  lost  their  lives,  in  «>**^ 
quence  of  their  having  been  unexpectedly  surrounded  oj 
the  sea.     The  cold  #ind  from  the  mountains  on  the  n^ 
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rendered  the  ride  uncomfortable ;  otherwise^  it  was  as  good 
traveUing  aa  by  day,  every  thing,  even  at  midnight,  appear* 
u^  plain  around  us.  About  three  o^clodc  in  the  morning, 
the  immense  snow  and  ice  mounts,  called  SnotfeU  Ybkul^ 
caaie  into  view ;  at  first  rather  dimly  seen,  and  ccmimunica* 
ting  a  dunnish  hue  to  the  surrounding  atmosphere ;  but  in 
a  short  time  it  began  to  assume  a  more  lively  aspect,  and 
continued  to  brighten,  till  the  sun  was  fully  risen,  when  it 
shone  forth  in  all  its  splendour,  glistening  with  a  dazzling 
histre  as  it  received  his  beams,  and  towering  to  an  elevation 
of  near  five  thousand  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 

On  reaehii^  the  end  of  the  sands,  we  entered  an  extensive 
plain,  marshy  in  firont  of  the  mountains,  but  dry  and  sandy 
towards  the  sea,  and  hare  and  there  adorned  with  a  few  ham- 
lets ;  crossing  which,  we  barely  gained  the  embouchure  of 
two  rivers  m  time  to  ford  them,  as  the  tide  was  now  flowing 
into  them  with  great  rapidity.  At  half  past  five  o^clock, 
we  arrived  at  the  church  and  parsonage  a£  Stadarstad. 
The  incumbent,  Sira  Gudmundr  Jonson,  though  about  sixty 
years  of  age,  was  already  up,  and  giving  orders  to  his  ser- 
vants about  their  daily  task&  He  received  me  with  every 
mark  of  attention,  and,  after  having  assisted  me  in  pitching 
my  tent,  and  ordered  some  refreshment  from  the  house,  he 
left  me  to  enjoy  the  repose  I  so  much  required,  after  a  long 
and  hard  ride. 

The  living  of  Stadarstad  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the 
best  on  the  island,  and  can  only  be  conferred  by  the  special 
sanction  of  his  Danish  Majesty.  The  church,  parscmage^ 
out-houses^  and  adjoining  grounds,  all  wear  a  superior  ap- 
pearance. Sira  Gudmundr  himself,  possesses  more  informa- 
tion on  general  subjects,  than  is  commonly  to  be  met  with 
among  the  Icelandic  clergy,  and  seems  to  excel  in  hig  know- 
ledge of  the  tnie  prindplea  of  Scripture  interpretation.  He 
was  long  Secretary  to  the  late  Bishop  Finnson,  and  Dean  of 
Jmess,  and  received  this  Uving,  in  consideration  of  his  learn- 
ing and  abilities.  He  still  retains  the  title  of  Dean,  though 
the  fiuictions  c£  that  office  in  the  Syssel  of  SncsfiUmeis  be 
cxeraMd  by  another  clergyman,  who  lives  on  the  opposite 
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side  of  the  peninsula.  The  accounts  I  gave  him  of  the 
Bible  Society,  created  much  interest ;  and  we  spent  the  niost 
of  the  afternoon  in  conversadon  on  this  subject,  and  others 
of  a  religious  nature.  He  had  distributed  twenty  copies  of 
the  New  Testament  of  1807  in  his  parishes;  but  he  did  mat 
believe  there  existed  more  than  three  whde  Bibles  amoDg« 
population  of  four  hundred  souls. 

On  the  24th,  with  a  fine  dear  atmoq)here,  and  modi 
wanner  than  I  had  found  it  since  leaving  Reyleiaoik^  I  ocm- 
tinued  my  route  along  the  south  side  of  the  mountaiiis 
which  diride  the  peninsula,  accompanied  by  the  Dean,  whose 
conversation  I  found  highly  entertaining  and  instructive. 
The  road  was  excell^it,  lying  through  a  tract,  which  at  some 
former  period  has  evidently  been  oovared  by  the  sea. 

At  the  distance  of  four  miles  to  the  west  of  Stadarsiadf 
near  the  base  of  the  high  pyramidic  mountain  Lysuhyrma^ 
we  visited  the  hot  spring  of  Lywholy  whidi  is  situated  m 
the  centre  of  a  circular  mound  of  no  great  hdght,  bat  cf 
con^derable  circumference,  and  consisting  of  incrustalioiis, 
formed  by  the  calcareous  depositions  of  the  spring.  There 
is  nothing  remarkable  about  the  spring  itself,  the  water  not 
being  hotter  that  00^  of  Fahrenhdt ;  but  many  of  the  petri- 
factions  of  mosses,  roots,  and  grasses,  found  in  the  vickiity, 
are  extremely  beautiful.  Among  other  spedmois  whiidi  I 
carried  away  with  me,  was  a  noble  imitation  of  a  castle,  oon^ 
sisting  of  numerous  towers,  and  divided  into  several  irr^u- 
lar  horizontal  strata,  which  produce  a  vary  fine  eSSect.  Time 
petrifactions  are  not  confined  to  the  present  spring,  but  ex- 
tend toagreat  distance  between  it  and  the  mountains,  whefe 
a  multij^dty  of  decayed  mounds  [nresent  themsdives,  so  that 
the  tract  must  at  some  former  period  have  abounded  in  hot 
springs.  A  little  to  the  west  of  the  pyramid  just  mentioned^ 
a  stream  of  lava  has  descended  into  the  plain ;  but  the  quao* 
tity  poured  down  in  this  direction  has  not  been  great,  as  it 
is  only  sivead  over  a  small  surface,  and  does  not  rise  to  any 
height. 

The  road  now  lay  along  the  beach,  over  a  fine  sand,  whidi 
16  terminated  by  the  Buda  lava,  at  the  eastern  extreaity  of 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


BUDASTAD.  318 

ikrhioh  we  came  to  the  fiict(My  (^  Budastady  at  present  ooeu- 
jM  by  Mr  Gudmundscxi,  who  transacts  business  at  this 
station  for  Mr  Clausen  of  Copenhagen.  Its  situation  is  very 
grotesque,  bring  almost  entirely  surrounded  by  craclced  and 
rugged  blisters  of  lava,  with  here  and  .there  a  small  sward 
of  grass,  toenliven  the  scNEnlnreness  of  the  scenery.  We  qpent 
4dx>ut  an  hoar  with  Mr  Gudmundson,  by  whom  we  were 
kindly  entertained,  and  then  entered  the  lava,  which  is  very 
cUmgerous,  owing  to  the  chasms  and  rents  which  incessantly 
run  across  the  path,  and  the  gloomy  caverns  that  present 
themselves  on  rither  side. 

The  volcano  itsd^  known  by  the  name  of  Bvda^Klettur^ 
is  ffltuated  exactly  in  the  middle  of  the  pkdn,  whidi  it  has 
filled  with  melted  substances,  and  wears  a  red  conical  ap- 
pearance, resembling  other  volcanic  heights  that  are  to  be 
jmet  with  in  great  abundance  in  Iceland.  As  the  road  lay 
past  its  northern  base,  we  stepped  ofl^  and  ascended  it  in 
order  to  survey  its  structure.  It  has  originally  consisted  of 
immense  walls  of  lava,  similar  to  the  ramparts  of  EUdborgj 
but  of  much  grei^er  circumference,  as  the  cone  is  also  con- 
siderably higher  than  that  remarkaUe  volcano.  Towards 
the  conclusion  of  the  eruption,  however,  part  of  the  walls 
have  fallen  in,  and  now  a  double  crater  presents  itself,  in- 
stead of  the  original  one,  which  is  still  ^stinctly  marked  by 
the  outer  rampart.  A  con^dorable  part  of  the  interior  is 
overgrown  dther  with  grass  or  moss,  but  the  summits  and 
exterior  are  covered  vdth  cinders.  Some  of  these  contun 
beautiful  specimens  ci  vdcanic  glass,  very  much  xesembling 
diamoiklfi. 

On  descending  firom  the  volcano,  we  entered  a  cavern 
close  to  the  road,  and  advanced  about  thirty  yards,  in  a  di« 
xect  line  towards  the  crater ;  but  the  Ught  failing  us,  we  re- 
turned. At  the  mouth  it  was  rather  low,  owing  to  the 
qxiantity  of  frozen  snow  in  the  bottom,  but  farther  in,  the 
roof,  which  exhibited  a  fine  display  of  volcanic  stalactites, 
was  about  ten  feet  above  the  suriQsu^  of  the  snow,  the  depth 
m£  which  we  oould  not  ascertain. 

Having  agmn  mounted  our  horses^  we  pursued  our  jour« 
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ney  across  the  lava,  the  inequalities  of  which  retarded  mtioi 
a  httle  in  our  progress ;  however,  in  the  course  of  an  hour 
and  a  half,  we  reached  its  western  margin,  and,  much  to  our 
satisfaction,  exchanged  it  for  a  fine  sandy  plain  to  the  south 
ci  the  tracts  called  Arabia  and  Hrau/nlandy  which  continued 
the  whole  way,  till  we  gained  the  base  of  the  YShdj  and 
began  to  ascend  the  stupendous  cliffs  that  Une  the  coast  from 
thence  to  Stappaty  and  are  known  by  the  name  od^ha- 
hammar.  They  coni^t,  for  the  most  part,  of  basaltiform 
kva;  are  about  fifty  or  sixty  feet  high,  and  quite  perpen- 
dicular ;  and  the  road  lies  at  times  so  near  the  brink  of  the 
{precipices,  that  it  is  not  without  great  danger  the  traveler 
proceeds.  Descending  by  a  very  predpitous  path  into  a 
fissure  formed  by  a  stream  from  the  mountain,  the  sides  of 
which  exhiUted  abundance  of  tuffa,  and  crossing  three 
atreams  of  lava,  whidi  have  descended  from  the  Yokul,  we 
reached  Siappen^  a  mercantile  station  belonging  to  Mr  Hi* 
ailtahn,  by  whom  I  was  recdved  in  the  most  pc^te  and  hos- 
pitable manner. 

The  object  of  my  visit  to  this  harbour,  was  to  ascertaio 
how  the  copies  of  the  Scriptures  had  been  disposed  of  whidi 
had  been  sent  thither  last  year;  and  it  gave  me  great  satis- 
faction to  find  Mr  Hialltalin  warmly  attached  to  the  cause, 
and  that  he  had  done  every  thing  tfiat  lay  in  his  power  to 
promote  the  deugn  of  the  Bible  Society.  A  considerable 
number  of  copes  had  been  sold  during  the  winter,  notwith- 
standing the  little  traffic  that  is  carried  on  in  Iceland  at  that 
season  of  the  year ;  and  the  orders  he  had  since  received, 
exceeded  the  remaining  number  of  copies.  After  settling 
the  measures  it  would  still  be  necessary  to  adc^t  in  order  to 
secure  a  complete  suj^ly  for  the  inhabitants  c^  this  district, 
I  took  a  walk  with  the  Dean,  and  Mr  Hialltalin,  juinor,  to 
view  the  beautiful  pilliurs  and  stacks  of  basaltic  rock,  vith 
which  the  cliffs  are  adcnned  a  little  to  the  south  of  the  har- 
bour. Theyare  exhibited  with  much  accuracy  in  the  re- 
presentations given  in  Sir  George  Mackenzie's  Travels;  and 
some  of  them  present  grottoes,  scarcely  inferior  to  that  d 
Fingal  in  the  Western  Ides  <rf  Scotland.    The  coincideiice 
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too  of  the  names,  ^S^to^  and  Siapit  is  not  unworthy  of  ao^ 
tice,  as  it  seems  to  warrant  the  conclu^cm,  that  they  have 
been  inqposed  t^  the  same  people.  They  HteraUy  signify  a 
perpendicular  reck,  and  from  them  our  Englidi  word  sUep 
is  evidently  derived. 

At  Siappen  I  was  as  comfortably  lodged,  and  as  w^  es^ 
tertained  as  I  could  have  been  in  Copenhagen ;  thou^  my 
kind  host  regretted  the  absence  of  his  lady,  who  had  spent 
the  winter  in  Denmark,  and  was  not  yet  returned.  Besides 
the  dwelling  house,  wliich  is  built  cX  wood,  and  wdl  furnish-' 
ed,  there  are  several  warehouses  attadhed  to  it ;  and,  upon 
the  contiguous  rocks,  lie  scattered  a  number  of  huts^  which 
are  inhalnted  by  fishermen. 

On  awakening  the  following  morning,  I  obtained,  through 
the  windows  of  my  apartment,  a  noble  view  of  that  magni^ 
ficent  work  of  Grod,  the  stupendous  SncefiU-Yokvlj  whidi 
gives  name  to  the  Syssel,  and  terminates  the  long  range  of 
mountains  that  stretch  forward  and  divide  the  penkisula  into 
two  equal  parts.  I  had  often  admired  the  majesty  <^  its 
appearance  during  my  stay  at  ReykiaviJc ;  but  now  it  beet- 
led  almost  direc^tly  over  head.  Every  surrounding  object 
seemed  swallowed  up  by  its  immenjsity ;  and  as  the  otnKv 
sphere  was  pure  and  sertoe,  I  felt  the  rescdution  powerfully 
confirmed,  which  I  had  formed  the  preceding  evening,  of 
ascending  the  Yokul  from  this  place.  To  this  I  was  the 
iQdre  ea^ly  determined,  as  it  could  be  accomplish^  without 
O&jt  los^-  of  time  in  the  prosecution  of  my  grand  object ;  it 
ti^g  necessary  for  me,  at  all  events,  to  spend  the  5t5th  at 
Wiipperiy  in  order  to  fit  my  horses  for  encountering  the  rough 
bn^  of  next  day's  journey. 

'  Th»^  was  something  so  animating  and  enticii^  in  the 
idea  of  the  expedition,  that  the  aged  Dean  himself  would 
Mrtainly  have  accompanied  me,  had  it  not  been  impossible 
ftir  him  to  protract  his  stay.  His  place  was  supplied  by  Mr 
SSftHtaliti,  junior,  who  also  procured  three  men  to  atteiul  us^ 
]k)t  so  much  as  guides,  for  none  of  them,  nor  indeed  any 
body  about  the  place,  had  ever  been  higher  than  the  Bne  (^ 
perpetual  snow,  but  to  cany  our  piotisioiiS)  and  a  few  s^« 
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pemuraeniy  arddes  of  clothing,  and  to  asnst  us  in  case  of 
danger. 

When  our  dengn  was  made  known  to  the  people  about 
the  place,  they  duock  their  heads,  and  maintained  that  it  wa^ 
imposaUe  to  gain  the  summit ;  while  some  of  them  seemed 
t»  look  upon  the  attempt  as  an  act  of  presumptuous  teme- 
rity. They  rq;ard  the  mountain  with  a  kind  of  supersti- 
tious v)«)eration ;  and  find  it  di£Bcult  to  divest  their  minds 
of  the  idea,  that  it  is  still  haunted  by  Bardr,  the  tutelaiy 
divinity  of  the  Yokul,  ^o  will  not  fail  to  avenge  hinaelf 
on  all  that  have  the  audacity  to  defile,  with  mmtal  bresdi, 
the  pure  and  ethereal  atmosph^  of  his  lofty  abode. 

After  partaking  of  an  excellent  breakfast,  and  having 
eomj^ely  equi{q)ed  oursdves  for  the  journey,  we  set  out 
from  Siaj^pen  at  ^^^o^dock,  the  thermometer  shewing  52^ 
in  the  shade.  Our  way  lay  nearly  due  north-east,  along « 
the  base  of  StappqfiaU^  an  irregular  mountain,  which  pro- 
jects from  the  south  side  of  the  Ycdcul,  and  cxmsists  for  the 
most  part  of  tuffa  and  columnar  lava.  Numerous  caverns 
with  which  it  is  perforated,  oomlnne  widi  these  appearances 
to  determine  its  volcanic  origin.  On  our  right  we  had  a 
stream,  of  lava,  which  we  crossed  repeatedly,  and  proceeded 
up  the  k>ng  gulley,  down  which  it  has  flowed  from  the  Yd- 
kuL  Following  this  track,  and  surmounting  alternate  mas- 
ses of  snow  and  rough  knobby  lavas,  we  came,  about  ten 
o'^dock,  to  the  last  black  spot  we  could  discover,  a  hi^ 
piece  cf  lava,  cm  which  we  rested  ourselves  for  aboutaqutf- 
tar  of  an  hour,  in  order  to  gain  strength  for  the  remaining 
and  more  arduous  part  of  our  excursion. 

What  had  greatly  incommoded  us  hitherto,  was  the  ex- 
treme softness  of  the  snow.  We  sunk  in  it  past  the  knees; 
and  though  Mr  H.  and  I  walked  in  the  prints  made  by  the 
three  men,  we  found  it  nearly  as  fatiguing  as  if  we  had  made 
a  track  each  for  himself.  The  mercury  had  now  risen  to 
SV ;  and  the  elevation  we  had  gained  was  still  conaderahly 
bek>w  the  Yokul-hals,  or  the  ridge  which  connects  the  moun- 
tain with  the  main  body  of  the  peninsula. 

We^ag^  renewed  our  ascent.    The  surface  of  the  «n0W 
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began  to  get  more  indurated,  and  though  we  t^  sunk  too 
much  to  admit  of  our  walking  with  ease,  this  inoonvemence 
was  in  some  measure  counterbalanced  by  the  gentleness  with 
which  the  mountain  rose  bef<»e  us.     In  the  course  of  half 
an  hour,  however,  the  ascent  became  more  acdrvitous^  and 
ultimatdy  got  so  steep,  that  we  were  obliged  to  climb  it  in 
a  zig-zag  direction,  and  found  it  impossible  to  advanee  moxe 
than  thirty  or  forty  paces  at  a  time,  without  throwing  our- 
selves down  on  the  snow,  in  order  to  refresh  ourselves  by  a 
temporary  respite.    What  is  very  remarkable,  though  we 
always  fdt  so  fatigued,  that  we  supposed  a,  considerable  time 
would  be  required  to  render  us  vigorous  again,  we  had  not 
Iain  more  than  three  minutes  when  we  found  oivselves  as 
fresh  and  Uvely  as  ever.     We  now  found  the  Uack  silk 
handkerduefs  we  had  taken  with  us  vary  useful,  as  the  rays 
of  the  sun,  reflected  from  the  minute  crystals  of  iee  cm  the 
crust  of  the  snow,  proved  extremely  annoying^  and  must 
certainly  have  bead  hurtful  to  the  or^ms  of  sight  had  we 
not  used  this  precaution. 

For  some  time  we  compleCely  lost  ^ht  of  the  superior 
reg^ns  of  the  Yokul;  but  as  we  continued  our  progress, 
the  most  easterly  peak  came  at  length  in  view,  and  ajqpeared 
to  be  at  no  great  elevation  above  us.  It  was  not,  however, 
till  after  we  had  rqpeatodly  renewed  our  toil,  that  we  reacb> 
ed  its  southern  base,  about  one  o^clock.  This  peak  is  ealkd 
the  TTtrUufrningf  from  the  three  minor  peaks  into  which  it 
is  divided ;  and  which  consist  of  masses  of  coi^^ealed  snow, 
supported  by  beautiful  masnve  pillars  of  ice  in  front,  which 
wear  a  brilliant  green  hue,  and  reflect  the  beams  of  the  sun 
in  the  most  vivid  manner.  We  here  halted  near  half  an 
hour,  and  partook  of  some  refreshment,  after  which  we  pur- 
sued our  route  towards  the  middle  and  highest  peak. 

The  ascent  now  became  much  easier,  owing  to  the  oon- 
itstenee  of  the  crust,  and  the  more  gentle  rise  of  the  moun- 
tain. The  air  increased  ip  purity,  and  the  heat  sensibly 
decUned.  At  the  Thrih^rmngj  the  mercery  had  fallen  to 
36^;  and  a  little  farther  up,  it  stood  at  88'';  though  there 
a  pisrdng  sun,  and  little  or  no  wind  was  perceptible. 
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What  not  ^  IHde  eUjOooneerted  lis  during  tins  stage  q£  our 
progress,  w«a  the  appearaooe  of  imst  gatbenJAg  jroui^d  tin? 
Yokul,  at  a  considerable  distanoe  beW  us,  whixik  we  wene 
nfbdd  would  incnease^  and  Jaot  oojy  confiAe  our  prospeot, 
l>ut  jKuder  our  descent  both  diffi^HiU  and  .daogerou^. 

We  now  b^;an  also  to  aaticipate  the  dmg^x>us  rents  and 
cbaams  in  the  snow,  sopaithetijc^y  descobed  by  former  tra- 
veUefs;  but  were  no  ^ess  surprised  than  pleased  to  jsieet 
ifritb  only  a  Mngk  fissure,  which  .did  not  api>^ar  to  run  to 
jmy  gjDcat  depth,  and  was  oidy  about  four  inches  in  hreadlh. 
Their  abooioet  however^  jeoay  be  aoomiited  for  from  the 
csarliness  of  the  season ;  the  wuiter  snows  with  whidi  th^ 
had  been  drifted  up  remauiuig  undissolved,  and  no  fixab 
diaruptkiis  fiom  the  precipitation. of  the  masses  of  snow  ha- 
wig  yet  taken  {dace.  For  this  reason,  the  ascent  of  die 
Yokul  must  always  be  earner  the  earliar  kis  l^ldertaken; 
ihou^  in  this  case  the  danger  must  be  greater,  as  many  of 
the  old  chasms  may  only  have  been  partially  drifted  oner, 
and,  ere  the  traveller  is  aware,  he  may  sink  dirou^  a  de- 
ceitful surface  into  an  immense  un&thcmied  abyss. 

About  Arte  o^dock,  we  ultimately  succeeded  in  readpa; 
the  base  of  the  hig^ieat  peak,  when,  all  at  once,  a  most  tre- 
mendous  prodpice  appeared  at  our  feet,  exceeding  S006  fact 
4if  nearly  perpendicular  depth,  and  dis[^ying,  in  various 
parts  of  the  profound  valley  of  snow  pito  which  it  c^ene^ 
long  and  broad  figures  running  parallel  withits sides.  Neir 
the  middk  <^  this  awful  depUi  we  espied  a  huge  drcular 
iqperture,  the  sides  of  which  were  hned  with  green  ice,  and 
whidi  seemed  to  liave  been  formed  by  a  cascade,  poured 
down  from  some  part  of  the  snow-bank  on  whidi  we  stood, 
though  we  .could  not  discover  any  marks  of  water.  ?3us 
wonderful  chaan  xan  down  from  betwe^ii  the  middle  and 
most  westerly  peaks,  and  appeared  to  descend  to  near  the 
amihem  i)ase  of  the  mountain.  Skirting  the  brink  of  the 
ixozen  predpioe,  we  asoended  tibe  no$h  side  of  the  peak, 
bujt,  after  climbing  within  these  or  £mu*  yards  of  itB>aum- 
mit,  we  were  debarred  aU  ^further  progress  by  a  peipencE- 
oular  wall  of  icy  piUars,  reaeinhUng  those  already  dcapribatj 
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and  completdy  sunrounding  the  summk,  vluch  we  oould 
readi  with  great  ease  with  the  csid  of  the  poles,  or  Jong  walb- 
ing  staves  in  our  hands. 

We  here  formed  a  seat  with  our  poles  in  Uie  snow,  aod 
sat  down  to  partake  of  a  cold  dinnw,  which  tasted  sliU  ccMer 
from  the  ideas  suggested  by  the  soene  around  us,  and  <he 
actual  increase  of  cold  in  the  atmosphere,  the  mercurjr  ha<» 
vii^  sunk  to  29^.  The  mist  that  had  partiaUy  encompassed 
the  Yokul  during  our  ascent,  now  comptetdy  encinS^  it^ 
and  prevented  us  from  survejmg  the  low  coasts  and  hari- 
hours  around  the  base  of  the  mountain.  The  pro^ieet  wo^ 
nevertheless,  noble  and  commandii^.  The  moustauis  of 
the  peninsula  rose  into  view  through  Ae  surrounding  fog; 
the  whole  length  of  the  bay  of  Faai^hord  was  distinctly  vi* 
sihle  to  our  right,  together  with  the  Eastern  and  Western 
Skardsh^i  mountains,  Akkre/Udl,  and  part  of  the  moun^ 
tains  in  GuOninge  Syssel.  Ge^and^s  rohd,  SkuOibreid, 
and  the  mountains  about  Hekla^  crowded  into  view  from 
the  east ;  while,  from  the  termination  of  the  range  of  moun- 
tains that  divides  the  peninsula,  stretched  the  Breidqftordj 
studded  with  an  innumerable  multitude  of  singular-looking 
islands.  The  mountains  of  Bardastrand  and  Isqfiord  bound- 
ed the  prospect  towards  the  north,  among  which  the  GUma 
and  Drdngd  Ydkuls  shone  with  great  splendour.  The  view 
to  the  west  was  only  confined  by  our  limited  powers  of  vi- 
non,  and  certmnly  extended  beyond  half  the  intervening 
^stance  between  Iceland  and  Greenland.  What  added  to 
the  interest  excited  by  so  extensive  a  prospect,  was  the  beau- 
tiful girdle  of  clouds  which  surrounded  the  Yc^ul,  at  least 
8000  feet  below  us.  The  atmospherical  fluid  felt  uncom- 
monly pure ;  and  the  pleasurable  sensations  produced  by 
the  reflection  that  we  had  attained  the  d)ject  of  our  enter- 
prize,  in  spte  even  oi  our  own  misgivings,  tended,  in  no 
small  dq^ree,  to  cheer  and  exhilarate  our  minds. 

On  surveying  such  an  immense  snow  mountain,  it  b  im- 
possible not  to  feel  the  force  oi  the  Scripture  appeal :  <<  Will 
the  snow  of  Lebanon  fail  from  the  rock  of  the  field  ?  or  the 
inundating  cold  flowing  waters  be  exhausted  ?^  Jerem.  xviii. 
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14  Mach  less  can  He  fidl,  who  is  the  ancient  of  dajs,  tni 
the  rock  of  ages,  the  fountain  of  living  waters;  and  the  God 
of  all  comfort  and  consolation.  Every  sublunary  olgect 
must  undergo  vicissitude  and  decay ;  the  whole  of  the  ma^ 
dane  system  shall  one  day  present  a  scene  of  universal  ram: 
but  ^  He  remaineth  the  same,  and  His  years  shall  haveno 
end,"  Psalm  riL  27. 

Having  examined  the  compass,  and  found  it  exadbf  te 
eorrespond  with  the  sun,  we  began  to  retrace  eur  f^ 
which,^  from  their  depth,  were  plain  before  us,  so  that  Ain 
was  no  danger  of  losing  our  way.  We  found  the  dttQBXt 
extremely  easy ;  and  in  Uttle  more  than  three  hou»  ftom 
our  leaving  the  summit  of  the  Yokul,  we  again  found  w- 
selves  at  Stappen,  where  we  were  welcomed  by  the  inUi- 
lants;  but  it  was  not  till  the  following  morning  thcttfte 
common  people  would  believe  the  protestations  of  ourt^ 
tendants,  that  we  had  actually  reached  the  middle  pealu 
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Jwmey  ikrough  the  SjfS9d  of  SnmfelUnesa  con^ued-^VdU 
conic  Remains — IngiaBcMvol'^EnnU'^Olqfivik'^^Bu^ 
Iandeho/Ui'^Grundarfiord''^Mode  qf  Iitierment'^Runie 
Epiiaphs — Serserkia  Lava  and  Cairn — StiekeAohn'^ 
Thorsnes9r^Temple  qfThoT'^Mode  of  Sacrificing^  and 
Origin  of  ToasU^Helgafm^ThingvaUar--^Slm  qfSa^ 
crifice^^Jncient  and  Modem  Hoepitality  of  the  lodagntU 
era-^Discaoery  of  Greenland — JSnoksdal. 

I  LSPT  Stappen  on  the  S6th,  accompanied  by  Mr  HiaUt^ 
lio,  and  jnroceeded  round  the  Yokul,  across  some  of  th^ 
highest  lavas  to  be  met  with  on  the  idand.  The  sti^ 
mi^t  be  about  twenty4bur  miles,  yet  we  had  scarcely  any 
thing  but  lava  the  whc^  day.  At  a  sh<Ht  distance  fioQi 
Stappen  we  encountered  two  streams,  the  one  of  which  has 
run  above  the  other,  and  consists  of  a  very  opmpaot  la^a^ 
which  assiunes  in  some  {daces  a  piismatic  form,  and  displays 
on  its  surface  a  number  of  beautiful  white  specks,  reienbling 
the  finest  embroidery.  On  striking  it  with  a  hamcn^,  it 
gives  a  sound  like  metal.  To  our  left  we  bad  the  Lon* 
irimgar^  two  cunous-looking  m^ural  ob^sks,  of  a  piodi* 
^us  height,  that  of  the  hi^iest  being  not  less  ^an  040 
feet  They  are  of  no  great  diameter,  and  sti^  almost  dose 
together.  Numerous  red  conical  hffls  line  the  coast  aroiwd 
the  YokuL  Several  of  than  are  of  conaid^raUe  magnitude 
and  must  owe  th^  origin  to  the  hroaking  f<»rth  of  fire  finm 
the  subt^raneous  caverns,  whidi,  with  groal;  probabihi^, 
are  supposed  to  stretch  horn  nndesc  the  scsa  to  the  casitre  of 
the  Yokul.  What  tends  strongly  to  confirm  this  hypothe* 
^  is  the  fiict,  that,  notwithstanding  the  immaise^uantity 
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of  snow  tiiat  must  annually  be  mdted  by  the  heat  of  thr 
sun,  no  river  of  any  size  is  found  to  flow  fiom  the  Yc^uL 

The  peninsula  h&ce  terminates  in  a  point  called  Ondverdi^ 
nesss  on  both  ddes  of  which  are  several  fishing-places,  which 
are  very  conveniently  situated,  as  the  sea  abounds  with  great 
plenty  of  fish  at  this  place.  * 

At  seven  in  the  evening  we  arrived  at  the  farm  of  Ingi- 
aUdshvolf  which  is  occupied  by  Mr  Scheving,  the  admini- 
etritar  cS*  the  royal  domains  in  this  part  of  the  island.  We 
did  not  find  him  at  hmne,  but  his  wife  and  two  daughters 
received  us  in  the  most  courteous  manner,  and  instantly 
served  up  a  dram  of  Jamaica  rum  and  coffee.  It  was  inte> 
resting  to  observe  the  degree  of  taste  with  ^^ch  the  houses,, 
oripiuilly  of  Icelandic  construction,  had  beoi  improved; 
and  the  manners  of  the  family,  though  strictly  national, 
seemed  not  a  tittle  riused  above  the  common  standard.  The 
church  at  this  place  is  next^  in  point  of  size,  to  the  edifice 
at  Holum  and  Reykiavik.  It  is  constructed  of  wood,  but 
be^ns  to  fall  into  decay  fi>r  want  of  a  new  ooatmg  of  tar. 
.  The  tkn  is  also  very  extenave,  and  entirely  free  from  knoUs, 
a  thing  rather  uncommon  in  Iceland  Before  retiiii^  to 
rest,  I'  had  a  visit  from  the  clergyman,  who  infiormed  rae, 
diat  in  the  two  parishes  formmg  his  charge  are  neaiiy  1000 
souls,  a  disproportion  which  arises  firom  the  number  di  fish- 
ing hamlets,  whosd  inhabitants  depend  entirely  on  the  pro- 
duce of  "the  sea.  They  are  in  general  very  poor;  and,  bom 
every  account,  it  would  appear,  that,  in  pcnnt  of  nioral  dia- 
racter,  they  are  fisur  behind  those  who  confine  thar  attention 
to  the  management  of  their  flocks.  B^g  oft^i  pieveitfed 
Spcm  gcang  to  ser  by  the  prevalence  of  stormy  weather,  they 
Gcmtiraet  a  halnt  of  idleness,  in  the  train  of  which,  drunken- 
ness, impurity,  and  other  vices,  but  too  commonly  follow. 
These  evils  have  of  late  increased  Uy  such  a  degree  in  the 
Sy  seel  of  SnafOlUness,  that  those  in  power  found  themselves 
oldiged  to  interfere,  and  call  the  ofifendars  to  account;  but 
connivance,  partiatity,  and  the  want  of  cordial  and  perse- 

*  Sometimes  an  immense  number  of  whales  enter  the  Breldqfiord,    About 
ttnee  yean  agoj  upwards  of  1000  were  dnvea  on  tti  soatlicXD  shorn. 
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vering  aM^peraticii,  have  rendered  the  measures  abortive 
diat  were  designed  to  effect  a  reformation  of  manners.  Up- 
wards of  thirty  Bibles,  and  a  number  of  New  Testaments, 
haid  been  sdd  at  this  place. 

On  the  S7th,  I  again  set  out  from  IfigiaUdshvol,  in  com- 
ptmy  with  the  two  daughters  of  the  administrator,  the  der* 
gyman,  and  Mr  Hialltalin,  who  would  not  leave  me  till  we 
reached  Olij^irnk,     The  ladies,  dressed  in  thor  Sunday  ha- 
Ut,  were  lifted  on  their  ponies,  and  gaUq)ed  away,  appa- 
rently as  little  intimidated  as  the  ladies  in  the  ndghbour- 
faood  of  the  Don.     Their  saddles  were  surrounded  by  a 
strong  rim  bdiind,  over  whidi  hung  an  dq;ant  coverlet,  ex- 
'  hibtting  some  fine  specimens  of  embroidery.     The  road  was 
at  first  rather  boggy,  but  we  soon  gained  the  sand  which 
forms  die  beach,  and  advanced  with  conaderable  speed  till 
we  reached  the  base  of  a  huge  projecting  mountain  called 
Ermii,  when  we  were  obliged  to  alight,  and  suffer  our  horses 
to  find  the  road  as  wdl  as  they  could,  acitws  the  large  stones 
that  have  beai  dislodged  on  the  beach. 

The  pass  at  this  place  is  justly  oonudered  to  be  one  of 
the  most  dangerous  in  lodand.     The  mountain  is  about 
9600  feet  in  hei^t,  presenting  ^  most  rugged  and  fright- 
ful appearance  imaginable  ift  fixxnt,  and  seems  to  be  ex- 
tremely irregular  in  its  formation.     Its  principal  ingredi^it 
is  a  l»own  tuffii,  alternating  with  different  kinds  of  lava, 
sandstone,  and  day.    The  sea  having  eat  away  a  consider- 
able part  of  its  base,  numerous  hdes  and  caverns  present 
thnnselves ;  and  its  sides  bdng  perpendicular^  there  is  no 
possibility  of  passing  it  except  at  low  water,  and  even  th^ 
the  sea  only  recedes  to  a  shcMrt  distance ;  so  that  though  the 
traveller  keeps  dote  to  the  water,  he  still  runs  great  risk  of 
being  crashed  to  atom&  by  the  stones  fiiUing  froin  the  moun- 
tain.     Numbers  have  actually  lost  their  lives  here;  and 
many  of  the  natives  prefer  a  long  circuitous  route  along  the 
south  side  of  the  peninsula  to  thb  short  but  difficult  pass. 
It  was  not  without  impresaons  of  terror  that  I  ventured  be- 
low the  beetling  diffs,  many  of  which  appeared  to  be  aknost 
entirely  disoigaged  from  the  mountain;  and  my  anxiety 
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wfts  grefttly  increased  on  witnessing  die  stones  that  had  tum- 
bled down  during  the  ebb.  However,  as  the  ladiea  pro- 
ceeded  without  intimidation,  it  would  baTe  argued  a  gnat 
want  of  fortitude  not  to  have  followed. 

About  noon  we  readbed  OUxfmky  a  factory  belonging  to 
Mr  Clausen,  and  were  hospitably  entertained  by  his  laotar. 
It  consists  of  two  very  respectable  dweUing.house%  aeraral 
warehouses,  and  a  number  of  small  Icelandic  hamleta  that 
Ke  at  different  distances  behind  the  place.  I  here  fell  ia 
with  the  Dean  of  the  Syssel,  the  very  Reverend  Mr  Thar- 
grimson,  who  had  procc^eded  this  length  on  a  viasitation.  It 
was  with  much  regret  I  learned  this  circumstance,  as  I  had 
laid  my  account  with  spending  the  Lord^s  day  at  his  pboe^ 
and  hearing  him  preach.  He  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the 
more  able  preachers  in  the  island,  and  is  one  of  the  few  vbe 
deliver  their  discourses  from  memory  :«^  bang  almoat  uBi- 
versally  the  custom  with  the  clergy  to  read  th^  sermonv 
which  deprives  them  of  that  Hfe  and  energy  wfaidi  genenJiy 
accompany  the  address  of  an  unshackled  speaker.  My  ie> 
gret  was  augmented  the  longer  I  was  in  his  coBopany ;  &r 
I  found  him  to  be  a  tmly  serious  man,  sedate  and  driifaentff 
in  his  turn  of  mind,  of  ccmpderable  learning,  and  poaaefliiy 
sound  ideas  on  the  grand  fiindamental  articles  of  the  Chiis- 
tian  faith.  What  he  said  was  always  wdl  weighed,  aad  cfr 
pressed  in  the  most  appnqmate  words.  He  soon  took  m 
opportunity  of  expressing  his  approbation  of  die  excrtMi 
now  making  for  the  dissemination  of  the  Holy  Scnptmc^ 
and  his  gratitude  for  what  had  been  done  for  the  *"^''*^^tTF** 
of  his  Dean^  in  particular.  It  was  entirely  out  of  hii 
power  to  return  with  me,  as  he  had  an  appointmeat  far  tk 
feUowing  day ;  but  he  had  the  kindness  to  aoeompaiqf  ae 
about  four  miles  along  the  coast  to  the  fishmg  Tillage  cf 
VaUum,  where  we  parted,  after  mutually  widiing  eadi  oliHr 
the  divine  blessing  and  protection^ 

I  now  rode  on  with  the  clergyman  of  IngiaBeUml  laa 
rich  farm  called  MdJiMkd^  the  proprietor  of  whidi  sbewcd 
every  disposition  to  serve  me,  and  ordered  one  of  his  soas 
to  proceed  with  rae  as  te  as  6VvfNfa)v;/foni,  wha:e  I  intcnM 
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ttopfing  931  mgfat  From  tbe  fine  road  along  the  beach, 
which  I  travelled  with  ease  and  pkasure,  I  had  socm  to 
mount  the  honid  pass  of  fiulcmdsk^fili^  which,  in  point  of 
difficulty  aad  danger,  »iay  almost  vie  with  that  of  Etmit. 
The  mountain  is  nearly  SOOO  feet  b^h :  its  front  presents 
Kvcral  horizontal  strata  of  tufia,  and  vertical  pillars  of  bi^ 
sahic  rock,  to  the  dqpth  of  fdxMit  200  feet,  when  a  bed  of 
dd)rifl  oonunenoes,  and  falls  with  a  rapd  descent  to  the  brink 
of  the  lofSty  precipices  which  gird  the  sea  at  the  base  of  the 
mountain. 

The  only  road  which  it  is  possible  to  pass  lies  up  aoro$^ 
thbddbru,  and  rises  at  the  highest  to  nearly  1000  feet  above 
die  level  of  the  sea,  which  dashes  with  treoaendous  roar  ^ 
most  directly  below  the  traveller.  The  road  itself  we  fomid 
in  aome  places  invisible;  rec^it  depositions  of  gravel  from 
the  impending  rocks  having  obliterated  it,  and  every  stBp 
the  harses  took  threatened  with  us  inevitable  destruction,. a^ 
they  had  no  secure  footing,  and  there  was  no  manner  of  bar- 
aer  to  prevent  us  from  rolhng  into  the  abyss.  Our  princi. 
pal  difficulty,  however,  was  occasioned  by  a  deq)  indenta- 
tbn  cut  l^  the  mountain  torrent,  which  was  nearly  full  of 
frozen  snow,  in  crossing  which,  cme  <^  the  baggag^4)orses 
missed  a  foot,  and  sliding  down  upon  the  ice,  I  must  have 
given  lum  up  for  lost,  had  he  not  gained  a  heap  of  debris, 
which  hekl  him  with  difficulty  ull  he  was  caught  by  the 
sorvaal,  and  drawn  up  again  into  the  path.  On  proceeding 
akng  diis  dangerous  route,  most  of  the  Icelanders  walk  be- 
hind their  horses,  holding  them  by  the  tails,  and  taking  care 
not  to  look  down  into  the  sea. 

Hsviag  gained  the  summit  c^  the  pass,  we  again  began 
to  deeoend  on  the  other  side,  admiring  the  grandeur  of  the 
Monntain  scenery  whidh  here  presented  itself  to  our  view. 
.  Directly  befone  us  lay  the  Coffin  and  SugarJoaf,  so  called 
from  tfaebr  striking  resemblance  to  these  objects,  and  to  our 
J^jht  projcfslad  a  mnnber  of  bold  and  precipitous  naountains, 
whose  curiously  diversiiied  forms  seemed  to  mock  the  works 
of  art,  and  whose  ddes  wore  evident  marks  of  primitive  for- 
Jnaticm ;  for  how  much  soever  they  were  divide,  the  sites 
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of  the  hc^tsoBtd  beds,  of  whk^  tliqr  are  ocxqs^^ 
oorr«|x»ided  loeacfa  other. 

At  nine  o^clock  u|  the  evening  I  aniTod  at  Gruniairfiordy* 
which  Ues  at  the  tenninati<Hi  of  a  mall  bay  of  the  •aaie 
name,  and  is  built  on  a  high  bank  of  gravel  that  has  been 
Arown  up  by  the  sea.  It  is  inhahitffd  by  Mr  Hclayoi^ 
the  factor  of  Mr  Clausm,  a  native  lodander,  who,  in  ^ke 
of  his  connections  with  foreigners,  retains  both  in  his  person 
and  family  the  genuine  simplicaty  of  the  native  characteiv 
and  possesses  in  no  ordinary  degree  that  hospitable  dispon- 
tion  by  which  his  countrym^i  are  so  generally  distinguished. 
He  had  already  received  two  travelers,  yet  he  made  me  ms 
wefoome  as  if  I  had  beoi  the  only  person  that  had  visited 
the  {dace  in  the  course  <^  half  a  century. 

Owing  to  the  stony  nature  of  the  ground,  I  had  some 
difficulty  in  getting  my  tent  jntched;  and  in  the  oosrse  of 
the  night  it  was  nearly  blown  down,  l^  sudden  and  violent 
squalls  from  the  adjacent  mountains.  About  five  in  the 
mommg,  I  was  alarmed  by  a  noise  louder  than  thunder, 
which  seemed  to  be  dose  to  the  tent;  and  on  drawing  aside 
the  curtain,  I  found  that  a  disruptian  had  taken  place  ki 
the  face  oi  a  mountain  at  no  great  distance.  The  air  wss 
nearly  darkened  with  the  quantity  of  dast  that  was  borne 
upwards  by  the  wmd,  and  immense  mnsooo  of  rock  were 
hurled  down,  tearing  the  ground  as  they  rolled  along,  and, 
giving  a  firesh  impulse  to  the  rocks  and  gravel  that  IhmI  al- 
ready fallen,  the  whole  rushed  down  with  amasing  vdodty 
into  the  plain. 

The  ^th  being  the  Lord's  day,  I  rode  with  Mr  HdagsoB 
to  the  church  of  «SM6er^,  which  lies  on  the  east  side  of  the 
bay,  and  is  the  residence  of  the  Dean.  I  was  heie  leoeived  by 
one  of  his  daughtars,  who  instant^  presented  me  with  coffee, 
and  the  diaplain,  a  son  of  the  aged  minister  of  ThirngvaBOy 
bade  me  welcome  to  the  phne.  Before  the  commencement 
of  puUic  worship  some  time  was  taken  up  wkh  a  funersL 

*  The  Danes  coll  this  place  and  the  bay  Gronnr/hrd,  or  the  Green  Frith  : 
whereas  the  Icelandic  appeHadon  literally  signifies  the  ShaOow  Fzfth,  and  h 
derived  from  the  banks  whidi  aboimd  in  it. 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


BSTBKRO  C^UBCH.  8S7 

It  is  the  GUfltom  in  loeland  to  ranore  the  cofpse  as  sooti  as 
.poBfiible  to  churchy  where  it  is  suffered  to  remain  till  the  dsEf 
of  interment    When  a  person  happens  to  die  in  the  TiciniQr 
•of  the  church,  he  is  wrajq^d  in  wadmel,  and  placed  on  a 
bench  beside  the  altar,  tiil  a  a^BBoi  can  be  got  ready:— -a  cus- 
tom of  veiy  andent  date,  as  traces  of  it  are  to  be  met  wilk 
in  the  Ejrbyggia  Saga,  about  the  time  Chiistkaity  was  in- 
troduced into  the  island.*    It  would  also  appear  from  die 
«ame  Saga,  that  it  was  customary  in  those  days  to  place  the 
coffin  on  a  sledge  drawn  by  Qx,ea ;  but  as  this  mo^  of  omk 
veyance  is  entirely  out  of  use  at  the  pvesent  day,  the  Ic»> 
landars  now  carry  it  on  hin'seback,  as  the  Jews  dkl  the  body 
-of  Amaziah.     '.<  And  they  brought  him  on  hcnrses :  and  he 
was  buried  at  Jerusalem  with  his  fathars  in  the  dty  of  D»- 
-vid,^  2  Kings  xiv.  20.    In  the  wintar  season,  interments  are 
4ritended  with  connderable  difficulty ;  as  it  takes  direeor  four 
people  a  whole  daj  to  dig  a  grave,  owing  to  the  depth  of 
the  frost   In  many  parts  of  the  isUnd,  where  the  people  are 
St  a  distance  from  any  dburch,  th^  preserve  the  corpse  the 
whole  winter  in  a  oeUar,  and  inter  it  the  following  spring.  ' 
The  funeral  service  begins  with  a  psafan,  whidi  is  sui^ 
while  the  procession  advances  towards  the  grave ;  Ae  men 
jiaving  thar  heads  uncovered,  and  the  females  coverhig  their 
iaces  almost  aatirely  with  thetr  handkerchiefs.     After  the 
iX)Bin  has  been  deposited  in  the  grave,  the  priest  throws  three 
diovels  full  of  earth  upon  it,  repeating  the  wcxtls:  <<  From 
dust  thou  art  takai ;  to  dust  thou  Aaii  return ;  and  from 
ihe  dust  ahalt  thou  rise  again  at  the  lart  (ky."^    While  the 
.grave  is  filling,  the  company  sing  a  psalm  or  two  suited  to 
the  occasion.    One  of  the  .servants  bekmging  to  the  &rm 
whence  the  corpse  had  been  brouj^t,  entered  the  grave  a& 
ter  a  small  portion  of  earth  had  beai  thrown  in,  and  con- 
tinued to  tramp  it  down  with  his  feet  :•— an  action  that  na. 
turally  produced  a  very  abhorrent  feeling  in  my  mmd,  and 
julded  to  the  comoMm  but  perhiqps  imjust  prgudice  that  is 
^ntartained  against  those  whose  lot  it  is  to  perform^the  last 
offices  of  humanity.    The  females  knelt,  in  the  mean  timi^ 
•  Cttp.57.aiidSS. 
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qn  the  sunoundiiig  gmyei;  and  when  all  was  finished,  the 
£aher  of  the  dectauied  threw  Imnself  prostrate  an  the  graire, 
imd  oontmued  in  that  poature  fior  the  qpaoe  of  eight  or  ten 
minutes;  but  whether  hia  pcajrer  regarded  the  acml  of 
the  departed,  or  the  inqportant  uses  to  be  made  of  this  to- 
kom  event  by  the  living,  was  more  than  I  ocwld  detanine. 

The  discourse  of  the  chapkin,  which  turned  on  a  future 
•feate  of  retribution,  was  plain  and  edifying;  and  the  sacnmen- 
tal  taUe  was  crowded  with  oammunicants,  who  appeared  to  be 
deeply  affacted  by  the  soIoDon  exercise  in  which  they  were 
engaged. 

On  my  return  from  church,  it  b^an  to  blow  with  such 
vicdence  that  I  was  obliged  to  take  down  my  tent,  and  lodge 
with  Mr  Helgason.  In  the  evening  I  reoaved  a  vint  fincn 
the  Sysselman,  who  gave  me  an  account  of  the  stqis  diat 
had  been  taken  for  facilitating  the  distribution  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, and  he  assured  me  that  nothing  should  be  left  undcoe 
that  might  carry  the  views  of  the  Society  into  effect 

Monday,  the  89th,  I  bade  farewell  to  my  kind  entertainen 
at  GVimdafjford^  and  prosecuted  my  journey  towards  dK 
east,  under  the  guidance  o£  the  Sysselman.  On  pasang  Sd- 
berg  we  were  joined  by  the  dbiqplain,  and  rode  on  to  HA 
bia/tnaaregri^  the  former  dwelling  of  the  Sysselman,  where 
we  were  treated  with  coffee  by  the  present  occupant  of  tlie 
farm.  Whife  my  two  companions  were  shoeing  aoe  of  their 
b<»«e6,  a  tadL  that  all  the  Icelanders  are  capable  of  perfbrm- 
ing,  and  which  none  of  them  thinks  beneath  his  d^ity,  I 
c6pied  and  deciphered  two  Runic  epitaphs  that  were  lying  at 
the  door.  They  are  inscribed  on  stones  of  light  brown  ba- 
salt, which  are  suf^xised  to  have  been  tak^  from  a  moon- 
tain  at  a  daort  distance  to  the  eastward,  as  it  abounds  widi 
the  some  kind  of  basaltic  pillars.  The  largest  is  hexi^;ond, 
and  measures  exactly  two  Danish  ells  in  length,  by  seven 
inches  ai  the  greatest  dianieter.  It  is  Inoken  near  the  noidkOe, 
which  has  caused.a  rasure  in  the  insciipdidn,  but  the  vs- 
munder  of  ^  name  leads  to  the  diseov^  of  the  ddeclive 
letters: 
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Her  hmler  Fridgerdur  QmnarsdtiUir 
og  KdidJMr  mer. 

^  Here  ttata  FndgeKdur  Gonnar^g  dang^;  and  pnj  ftr  Hie.** 

The  other  basalt  is  heptagonal,  six  inches  in  diameter,  and 
an  ell  and  a  half  m  length.  The  inscription  is  shorter,  and 
the  name  appears  to  be  foreign : 

^^KMIIi^R   rARP^Rfb^A  1^4^ I RT 

Her  kmler  Marfreda  Feimu 

"  Here  rests  Marfreda  Fdnn." 

Tfae  fiaormer  ofthese  intcriptic»s  suffidently  indicates  that  it 
was  made  before  the  Refbrmation,  about  which  time  a  duudi . 
that  formeriy  stood  here  was  razed ;  and  the  diurdb^yard 
having  disajqieared,  the  stones  remained  concealed  till  last 
summer,  when  they  were  discovered  by  the  peasant,  as  he 
was  takmg  up  part  of  the  burying-ground  in  order  to  en- 
large his  garden. 

It  still  remains  to  be  decided  by  antiquaries,  why  so  few 
Runic  inscriptions  are  found  in  Iceland ;  whereas  they  are 
widely  spread  ovar  Scandinavia,  from  which  that  island  re* 
oeived  its  inhalntants.  The  frequent  mention  of  runes  in 
the  more  ancient  or  poetic  Edda,  shews  that  they  were  fa« 
miliarly  known  in  that  island,  at  least  before  the  eleventh 
century.  They  also  occur  in  several  of  the  Sagas,  though 
not  in  connection  with  the  interment  of  die  dead ;  yet  iwt 
above  eight  or  ten  epitaphs  have  hitherto  been  discovered, 
and  of  these  the  greater  number  are  of  recent  dale. 

The  two  gentlemen  acoompwued  aae  to  the  t^vunation  ^ 
die  Eolgn^irfiord,  where  we  overlook  the  man  that  had  the 
caie  of  my  baggage-horses,  and  I  proceeded  with  him  up  a 
short,  but  very  ste^  mountain-road,  called  TroHah&bj  or 
die  Giant^s  Neck ,  descending  finxa  whidi  we  entered  a  pretty 
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extensive  Tallej,  cnnaiiiented  with  a  few  cottages,  and  divid- 
ed  towards  the  east  hj  the  Hratmfiordy  which  derives  its 
name  from  the  drcumstance  of  its  having  been  almost  en- 
tirely crossed  by  a  stream  of  lava  that  has  only  left  a  small 
strait  on  the  north  side,  through  which  the  sea  ebbs  and 
flows.  The  blackness  of  the  lava  was  finely  contrasted  I7 
the  pro£gious  number  of  swans  that  were  swimming  in  die 
bay.  The  lava  itself  wears  a  very  rugged  and  melandudy 
appearance,  and  the  path  across  it  is  extremely  rough  and 
annoying  to  travellers.  About  the  middle  of  the  tract  my 
horse  threw  me,  and  my  feet  getting  entangled  in  the  stir- 
rups, I  every  moment  expected  he  would  have  trampled  upon 
me, -but  in  the  good  providence  of  Grod  I  escaped  unhurt 

We  next  entered  a  tract  of  red  volcanic  cinders,  and  stori- 
ed die  base  of  a  laige  conical  hill  of  the  same  colour.  Se- 
veral more  vcones  were  viable  to  the  right,  the  direction  in 
which  the  stream  of  lava  has  descended  from  the  original 
crater,  which  I  could  plainly  descry  among  the  mountauuL 
Passing  a  solitary  farm  near  the  margin  of  the  lava,  we  en- 
countered the  famous  arm  called  the  Berserkia  lava,  from 
the  path  and  fence  that  were  laid  across  it  by  two  Swedes  of 
gigantic  prowess,  towards  the  close  of  the  tendi  century.^ 


*  The  nsmtive  of  the  drcumstsnees  connected  with  this  dngnUr  t 
IS  preserved  in  £ jrbyggia  Saga,  the  substance  of  which  has  lately  bees  ^fca  ti 
Ae  British  public  by  Walter  Scott,  Esq.  As  it  will  convey  to  die  reader  a 
Imt  specimen  of  the  Sagas,  I  shall  here  insert  his  traaalation,  only  takiDg  te 
liberty  to  alter  a  phiaat  or  two,  in  order  to  render  it  mlire  conAmnable  to  te 
originaL 

"  While  Vermund  Miofi,  of  Biamarliafn^  a  harbour  in  the  vidnity,  spent  a 
winter  with  Count  Hacon,  at  that  time  regent  of  Norway,  there  hiqppened  tD 
be  at  the  eourt  two  of  those  remarkable  chaminons,  caUcd  BerMtldr,  men  wba, 
I7  mood  or  phyiieal  excitation  of  ioine  kind  or  other,  were  wont  to  work  Aoi- 
selves  into  a  state  of  phrensy,  during  whidi  they  atchieved  deeds  passing  hmnsn 
strength,  and  rushed,  without  sense  of  danger,  or  feeling  of  pain,  iqMO  ereiy 
species  of  danger  that  could  be  opposed  to  them.  Vermund  contnded  a  sort 
<^  fticndship  with  these  duunpions,  who,  unless  when  seized  widi  dieir  fits  ef 
Aity,  were  not  altogether  dssoourteoos  or  evil  disposed.  But  as  any  cetJnd»' 
tion  was  apt  to  esccile  their  stormy  passions,  dieir  company  could  not  be  calkd 
very  safe  or  commodious.  Vermund,  however,  who  now  desiied  to  return  to 
Iceland,  conceived  that  the  support  of  the  two  Berserkir  would  be  of  the  grtticst 
advanti^  to  hfaa,  m  iShiej  wonid  enabk  him  to  oooHol  bis  bfodier,  who  bnd 
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When  we  had  gained  the  hi^est  psrt  of  the  kva,  I  obtain- 
ed a  view  of  the  fences  nulning  oompletely  across  it ;  and  in 
some  jdaoes  apparently  of  considerable  hdght  The  path 
itself  is  the  best  I  have  seen  through  any  lava  in  Iceland. 

acted  uBjoitly  towaids  him  in  legaid  to  Mi  patniMmy ;  and,  lli«ref<}re,  wMe% 
Jrt  Mi  d^vtnie,  CoantHaoon,  aoooidiiigto€tiitcxn,o(fbedhimanyraisoiialile 
iMxm  wludi  he  might  require,  he  prayed  that  he  would  permit  then  two  cham^ 
pimis  t»  accompany  him  to  his  native  country.  The  Count  anented,  but  not 
witliout  shewing  him  the  danger  of  his  request  '*  Thou(^  they  have  rendered 
me  obedisat  service,''  said  Hacon,  '^  tfaey  w91  be  rduetant  and  disobedient  tts- 
peodiaiies  to  a  person  of  meaner  station.**  Vermond,  however,  grasped  at  the 
lieruijsuon  of  the  Count,  though  rehictantly  granted,  and  was  profuse  in  pro-  * 
misea  to  HaUi  and  Leikncr,  providing  they  would  accompany  him  to  Iceland. 
They  firankly  ebjeeted  the  poverty  of  the  country,  yet  agreed  to  go  thither,  ap- 
priaing  tfaatr  conductor  at  ^bt  same  time,  that  tiieir  friendship  would  not  endure 
kng,  if  he  reftned  them  any  boon  which  it  was  in  his  power  to  grant,  and  whadi 
they  might  choose  to  demand.  Having  finally  agreed,  they  set  sail  for  ledand  ^ 
but  Vermund  soon  found  reason  to  repent  of  his  chdoe,  and  began  to  think  of 
tnuisftrrii^  his  tronbleaome  and  ungovemaUe  satellites  to  his  brother  Amgrim^ 
who  wa>  amwgmedS^,  on  account  of  las  fieroe  and  qnaiidsoipedMpositioiw  It 
iras  no  easy  matter,  however,  to  pievail  upon  Styr  to  accept  of  the  patroaage  of 
the  Benerkir.  In  vain  Vemiund  protested  that  he  gifted  him  with  two  sudi 
championfl  as  would  enable  him  to  become  an  easy  victor  in  every  quarrel  he 
mig^t  engage  in ;  and  that  he  designed  this  present  as  a  gage  of  their  fraternal 
unioB.  oiyr  espopessed  his  happiness  at  the  project  of  theur  becoming  bettsv 
£a«adi;  but  intimated,  that  he  had  beaid  enoi^^  of  the  disposition  of  these  fo- 
fdgn  waniozs  to  satisfy  him,  that  diey  would  be  mdier  embamssing  than  me- 
fill  dependents,  and  was  fully  detenninad  never  to  admit  them  wi^nn  his  fomily. 
Vermund  was,  ^Mrcfore,  pUiged  to  dumgs  his  tone ;  to  admowkdge  the  dread 
ia  wbieii  lie  stood  of  the  Befsctidr,  and  request  his  brodier*s  advice  and  assistance 
to  ml  hiai  of  them.  **  That,**  answered  Styr,  **  is  a  difoent  proposal  I 
could  nefvcr  have  accepted  them  as  a  pledge  ciffimmr  or  friendship;  but,  to  re- 
lieve diee  from  danger  and  difficulty,  I  am  content  to  encumber  myself  with  the 
diacge  of  thine  associates. "  The  next  point  was  to  reconcile  die  Berserkir,  (who 
inielit  xcooit  bemg  tnmifiBned,  like  bondmen,  firom  the  one  brother  to  the  otfaer,> 
«D  Aiadiaiigeofmasten.  The  wailike  and  fiocce  di^oeitkm  of  Styr,  seemed^ 
however,  so  mndi  more  suitable  to  their  own  tiian  that  of  Vemnmd,  that  they 
epeedSlj  acg^iifwH  ;  and  accompanying  their  new  patron  i^on  a  nocturnal  ex« 
pedition,  evinced  tfadr  strength  in  breaking  to  pieces  a  strong  wooden,frame  or 
bed,  in  wliidi  his  enemy  had  takn  xeAige,  so  that  Styr  had  an  oppottunity  of 
eli^fing  faini. 

M  Tbe  presumption  of  HaUi,  however,  soon  disoomposed  their  unkm.  The 
champion  cast  the  eyes  of  affectkm  on  Asdisa,  the  daughter  of  his  patron,  a 
young,  kongbty,  fiery,  and  robust  damsd,  wdH  qualified  to  capttvale  die  heart 
flfABcncriu    He  Iptmally  annimaccd  to  S^,  that  be  demanded  her  hand  in 
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Its  formation  has  certaiiity  been  aocompanied  with  iniwigmg 
labour;  and  little  diort  of  what  we  fimcy  the  streogdi  ofa 
giant  would  be  required  to  move  many  of  the  masses  of  lava 
that  have  been  rabed  on  either  side.    About  die  middle  oT 

mmiiige;  thstattftMal  wovUbeabicMfaofdMir  fiiendifaip;  bait  Oil  if  hi 
vouUL  Mctpiof  hitattianety  he  and  fait  bsothar  would  render  himliwBflii 
povcrfiil  man  m  lodand.  At  this  unexpected  proposal,  Stjr  fo*  a  thne  t^ 
Biained  aicnt,  comaiicring  how  beit  he  might  evade  the  prcsmnptnoos  dtwaii 
tii  ibu  frantic  chwnpion ;  snd  at  length  obserred,  that  die  frienda  of  hti  imaSIf 
moflt  be  aoneullad  upon  hk  daiighiter'a  estahlirimnit.  **  Tfane  day  fpaoa," 
fMtwctad  Halli^  ^^  Witt  fuflke  fir  that  puipoae }  and  be  mindfol  that  onr  friflBd> 
ihip  depends  on  thine  answer.**  Neact  moming,  Stjr  lode  to  Helgm/Mf  tocn* 
■nh  the  expetienoe  of  the  Pontiff  Snorrow  When  Soono  kanied  that  he  cane 
to  9sk  advice,  ^^  Let  ne  ascend,*'  he  said,  ^  the  sacred  moont,  Ifar  aodi  c 
as  mt  taken  on  thai  holy  ^^  nzely  prate  onprapMous.*'  They  i 
deep  rfp»far*«**'^  cm  Ihe  mount  of  Tiior  until  evening,  nor  did  any  one  know  the 
paipose  which  they  agitated ;  but  what  followed  suflictently  shews  the  natmesf 
Ike  eounsek  suggested  upon  the  holy  ground.  Styr,  so  soon  as  he  retuined 
home,  finTT""**^*^  to  Hatti  his  expectation,  that  smoe  he  eoidd  not  redeem  kii 
bride  by  payment  of  a  sum  of  *moBey  as  was  usual,  he  should  f 
tiMRoi;  aoDordisg  to  andant  light  and  coalom,  the  perfismance  of  I 
and  difieuk  task.  ««  And  what  dadl  thattMkbe?**  demanded  the  t 
*'*'  Thau  shak  fsrm,**  tand  S^,  ^'  apath  acRMs  the  lava  to  Biamarhmfu^  sod 
a  fence  between  my  pastnze-cpmnds  and  those  of  my  neighbours ;  alM,  thsu 
ahakcsMtmot  a  house  on  this  side  «f  die  hna  Ihr  the  leeqptian  of  my  iactet 
WK^  tksse  tadn  aeesmplidied»  dMU  shA  have  Asdka  to  wife.**-.'^  Tba^  w^ 
•osnstomed  to  such  ssrvik  toil,'*  nplied  the  Bcneri^  «*  I  aoe^  of  dw  low 
thou  hast  i]ftred.**  And  by  the  aaiiBtaace  of  hk  brodier,  he  accomplished  ^ 
path  requirsd,  a  wurk  of  the  most  stupendous  mascnUne  labour,  and  erected  the 
bound-teat,  wlaflh  may  be  seen  at  diis  day ;  «Bd  vUk  dM7  wwe^Ubooang  al 
the  itobklegdwiodts,SlyrcaMsad  his  servants  taaoBstructaiiAiliiiimsBi  hath, 
so  ooQtnved,  that  it  could  on  a  soddao  ba  dekagsd  with  bailing  water,'  and  haa^ 
od  10  a  fuSbeating  d^gme. 

''  The  adpulaled  tadi  beh^  ended,  die  ckaaqaons  letuiMd  la  die  dweKog 
ofSlyr*  They  were  sKtiemely  fflrhaiiitfid»  as  Has  fiwnmnn  wiih  petsoas  of  limr 
jdsndition,  whose  prafnae  iiniidhuio  of  sfvsngdi  and  jpirits  iadueed  a  ] 
liaoal  degms  of  eehxation  afkr  aevcre  labour.  Thqr,  thees^ODt^^adly  i 
edStyr'spniliosal,  that  diey  should  occnpydMnewly-conslroctod  bath.  When 
they  had  eaterad,  dieir  inaidians  patraa  caused  die  trap.door  to  be  lockaded. 
and  a  newly  stripped  bid]ock*s  sion  it  be  Undon  the  stair,  and  tifli  preeeiBiii 
to  pour  in  scalding  water  throu^  a  window  above  the  stove,  so  that  the  baA 
was  healed  10  An  BdolcnMs  pitok  The  unftrfnatr  Beweildr  laAiiwund  is 
break  Qui,  and  HaUi  sueoeadad  m  Cnring  diodoor,  but  his  feet  beii^  < 
in  die  sUppsry  hide,  he  WM  stihbed  by  8tyr  era  he  cou&d  make  any  < 
Ms  bgiUur  attempdng  die  eatnace,  was  JMBoed  back  hca^ttoag  iam  the  badk 
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the  tract  we  descended  into  a  deep  ^en,  where  we  found  the^ 
BerserkiaJiks^  or  the  cairn  beneath  which  the  Berserldr  ha 
interred*  It  is  situated  on  the  north  ade  of  die  road,  and 
may  be  about  twenty  feet  in  length,  six  in  breadth,  and  four 
in  height  It  consists  of  lai*ger  stones  towards  the  base ;  but 
the  supmor  r^ions  are  made  up  of  small  stones  that  hare 
been  thrown  upon  it,  from  time  to  time,  by  those  that  hare 
passed  this  way.  This  custom,  which  obtains  at  this  day  in. 
the  north  of  Scotland,  in  Sweden,  and  many  other  dountries^ 
is  fiHind  to  have  prevailed  in  the  time  of  Herodotus:  and 
some  learned  me!n  are  of  opinion,  that  an  allusion  is  made 
to  it  by  Job,  when  speaking  of  the  SfHl  Gedishy  or  tumulus 
of  the  wicked.  <<  And  every  man  shall  draw  out  (the  stone 
he  hath  taken  with  him  on  purpose,  and  throwit)  after  Iubs, 
as  diere  were  innumerable  before  him,^  Job  xxi.  38. 

At  the  termination  of  the  lava,  my  guide  pcnnted  out  to 
me  the  cottage  of  Hraun,  which  was  inhabited  by  Styr,  and 
several  otber  places  mentioned  in  the  Saga.  He  had  the 
ftcnry  corapktdy  by  heart,  and  finding  that  I  took  some  de- 
gree of  interest  in  the  scenery,  he  proceeded  to  relate  the 
different  drcumstances,  in  a  strain  of  ekxjuence  that  perfect- 
ly astonished  me;  nor  is  it  easy  to  s^  when  his  national 
enthusiasm  might  have  been  arrested,  had  we  not  arrived  ad 
the  farm  of  JCongsbackOj  where  I  pitched  my  tent  under 
the  lee  (£  the  house,  and  was  kindly  treated  by  the  inhabi- 
tants. 

and  thus  both  periled.  Styr  caused  their  bodies  to  be  intersed  in  a  glenin  the 
lava,  dote  to,  the  road,  and  of  such  depth  that  nothmg  but  the  sky  was  yisible 
ttcm  its  recedes.    Then  Styr  eompoied  Uiis  song  concerDing  ha  exploil : 

•*  Synduz  mer,  sem  myndi,  "  Thete  champUmt  fiom  bepond  the  nuHny 

Moteflendr  SpioU ;  Of  Icdcmfft  torn  I  deemed  fike  lane^ 

Ala  akki  dalfar.  Nor  fiar'd  1  to  endmrt  the  harm 

El-hcrde^dum  Terda.  And  frantic  fury  of  their  arm  ; 

Uggi  ek  eigi  Seggia  Bttty  conqueror^  gave  thi*  xjattejfs  gloom 

Ofrgang  fid  mik  strangan :  To  U  the  grim  BerserkirU  tomb** ' 
Nu  heflr  bilgrondudr  branda, 
Baneddaxft  stad  meiktaa.'* 

Eyrbyggia  Saga^  ci^  xKVr  and  nriij.  and  lUuHrtOiom  of  Northern  Anti- 
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BariyinthemorBingofthedOdi,  I  wtofffiir  thefiKtoty 
of  Stidlceihobn^  to  reach  which  it  was  aeoessary  for  me  to 
turn  a  number  of  small  bays  and  creeks^  wUdi  protrude  be- 
tween that  place  and  the  rest  of  the  peninsula.  Tlie  inter- 
vening grounds  form  the  small  peninsula  of  Tlwrwesfj  fin- 
mous  for  its  having  been  dedicated  to  Thor,  the  Scandina- 
vian deity,  and  tfie  cruel  rites  of  a  bloody  superstitioB, 
which  omtinued  to  be  practised  here  until  the  introductioD 
of  Christianity. 

It  was  taken  possession  of  in  the  year  883,  by  ThondC 
sumamed  Mogtrarskegg,,  from  his  prodigious  beard,  a  Nor- 
w^;ian  magnate  of  distinguished  liberality,  who  kept  the 
tonple  of  Thor  on  the  island  of  Mosiur,  to  whose  searvicehe 
was  zealously  addicted.  Having  incurred  the  resentment 
of  Haralld,  King  of  Norway,  by  harbouring  a  nobleman 
who  had  been  exiled  by  that  prince,  he  i^esolved  to  emigrate 
to  Iceland ;  but,  previous  to  his  departure,  he  deemed  it 
advisaUe  to  consult  the  oracle  of  Thor,  as  to  the  dgibility 
of  his  proceeding  to  that  islaiu],  or  reconciling  himself  with 
the  King.  In  order  to  render  the  Thunderer  pioptious, 
Thorolfofiered  an  immense  sacrifice,  and  received  a  response, 
authorinng  his  change  rf  habitation.  He  now  {vqiared  for 
his  voyage,  and  took  with  him,  not  only  the  most  of  his  ef- 
fects, but  also  the  temple  of  Thor,  and  the  very  earth  on 
which  the  altar  of  that  idol  had  been  erected.  On  Us  ar- 
rival in  the  Fcucafiord^  he  cast  the  posts  of  the  throne,  whkJi 
had  stood  in  the  temple,  and  on  one  of  which  the  image  of 
Thor  was  sculptured,  into  the  sea,  and,  following  them  round 
the  promontory  of  SfUjefeUmessy  he  entered  the  oppo^te  bay, 
to  which,  from  its  extreme  breadth,,  he  gave  the  name  of 
Breidfifiord. 

The  posts  having  drifted  to  the  southern  ^lores  of  the 
bay,  were  cast  up  near  this  place,  where  Thorolf  landed, 
and  [Nxx^eeded  immediately  to  take  formal  possession  oi  the 
coast,  which  was  done,  according  to  a  custom  prevalent  in 
those  days,  by  walking  with  a  burning  firebrand  in  his  hand, 
round  the  lands  he  intended  to  occupy,  and  marking  their 
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lioimdaries  by  aettuig  fire  to  the  gnfls.*  He  then  huSit  m 
large  house  near  the  shoresof  i?ig/k«)g*,  or  the  Temple  Bay, 
and  raised  a  spacious  temple  (h^)  to  Thor,  having  a  door 
on  each  ude,  and  towards  the  kmer  aid  were  erected  the 
principal  posts  before  mentioned^  in  whidk  theregk^^naglar,. 
or  naik  of  the  diTinity,  were  fixed.  Within  these  jMllars 
was  a  sacred  a^lum,  with  an  altar  in  the  middle,  on  whidi 
was  placed  a  solid  ring  of  silver,  two  ounces  in  weight,  to  be- 
used  in  the  administration  of  oaths,,  and  worn  by  the  chief 
in  all  the  public  meetings  c£  the  pec^e;  There  was  also 
placed  beside  the  altar,  the  bason  for  receiving  the  blood  of 
the  saeri&res  (hlmiiboBi),  with  the  instrument  of  sprinkling- 
(Jdauttein) ;  and  around  it  stood,  in  separate  niches,  the 
several  idols  wor8hi[qped  by  the  Scandinavians.  On  the  esta- 
blishment of  this  temple,  a  decree  was  issued  by  Thorolf^ 
that  every  <Hie  should  pay  a  certain  tribute  to  the  temple,  to " 
enable  him  to  procure  the  sacrifices,  and  maintain  the  ne> 
cessary  rites  o[  worship,  f    The  site  of  the  temple  is  still 

*  The  same  custom  obtained  in  the  Western  Islands  of  Scotland  till  the  end 
of  the  serenteenth  centmy.  See  Martik's  Western  Idands,  p.  1 17,  London, 
1716^  ava 

-f  The  Mowing  deaoiptitm  of  the  lurtare  of  Scandixiayian  idolat^^ 
pen  of  Snooo  Sturhison,  win  not  only  remind  the  reader  of  1  Corinth.  viiL  and 
X.  14—33.  but  shew  him  the  orig^l  of  health-drinking  as  it  is  still  practised  in 
different  ooontries  of  Europe : 

"fiSgnxd,  EadofLada^wastfaegicatest  idolater,  «s  his  ftther  Haoon  had 
been  bctov  him,  and  most  strenaoDsly  kept  up  an  the  saoiicial  feast^in '7%^ 
io&y,  in  the  capacity  of  the  King's  yicegertnt  It  wis  an  aaciait  custom,  when 
sacrifice  wa»  to  be  offbed,  that  the  whole  oonmunity  assembled  at  the  temple, 
andbrouglit  with  them  whatever  they  needed  during  Uie  feast  It  was  also  par* 
tienlarly  ovdidned,  diat  e?  cry  mm  should  haire  ale  in  his  possession.  <hi  such 
ocpassons,  «faey  not  only  killed  aM  kinds  olsmaB  cattle,  but  also  horses,  and  aff  ^ 
the  blood  obtained  by  this  means  was  called  Albift;  the  vesseb  containing  it  were 
called  hkm&oOar^  and  die  instruments  of  aqpenion,  klamiteittar.  With  these 
diey  sprinkled  aU  the  supporters  of  the  idols,  and  the  walls  of  the  temple  both 
eitcmally  and  internally,  as  dso  the  people  that  wen  assembled,  with  tiie  blood 
ofthesacrifioes;  but  the  flesh  was  boiled  and  used  for  fbod.  In  the  middle  of 
the  floor  of  the  temple  was  a  fire,  over  whidi  kettles  were^suspended,  and  ftilf 
cups  were  borne  round  the  fire  to  the  guests.  It  was  the  effiee  of  the  pontiff; 
er  die  master  of  the  feast,  to  Uess  the  cup  and  all  die  meat  offered  in  sacrffioe. 
The  fint  baniper  (IceL  y«a,  aibtt  Gi^  was  drunk  to  OfiiH  for  victory  in  batde, 
and  the  prtspcrity  of  hif  gorexpKDt ;  the  leoond  and  third  wett  dmnk  toiVioni 
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ihewn,  dose  to  the  hamlet  Hc^Uad^  on  the  west  nde  of  the 
ppninwilfl- 

About  noon  I  arrived  at  the  western  base  of  Hdffj^tO^  ^ 
a  low  mountain,  connsting  of  tnqpp,  ox  an  irr^ular  kind  <£ 
basalt,  perpendicular  on  the  north  and  east  sides,  but  ac- 
oessiUe  from  the  west  and  south,  where  it  is  for  the  most 
part  covered  with  grass.  To  this  mountain  Thorolf  attached 
such  a  peculiar  degree  of  sancdty,  that  he  not  only  gave  it 
the  name  of  the  Holy  Mount,  by  way  of  distinction,  but 
enacted  a  law,  that  no  person  should  presume  to  look  to- 
wards it  without  having  previously  performed  an  aUutkMi; 
nor  was  any  animal  to  be  killed  upon  it  under  penalty  of 
death.  He  also  regarded  it  as  the  hill  of  immcnrtality,  and 
entertained  the  belief  that  he  should  dwell  there  in  a  future 
life,  abng  with  all  his  relations  who  inhaUted  ThormesM. 

Leaving  the  baggage-horses  to  bait  a  little  at  the  fiootof 
the  mountain,  I  nxle  on  to  the  church  and  parsonage  of 
Helgt^U^  where  I  was  recaved  by  the  chaplidn,  m  whole 
house  I  found  one  of  the  best  libraries  that  I  recollect  having 
seen  in  the  hands  of  any  private  clergyman  on  the  iaiaiid. 
He  had  but  lately  oHne  to  this  place,  and  was  busy  fittiiig 
up  his  furniture.  The  rector  himself  is  almost  suptfannu- 
ated,  though  by  no  means  an  old  man.     His  name  is  SflBi^ 

aad  Ff«y,  Sw  peMe  and  good  MfifODs ;  after  vUck  mMiy  dnmk  ^n^ii^lfa,  or 
the  toatt  of  the  mighty  heroes  who  had  fiiUen  in  hatdew  Thej  aim  dnaka 
bumper  in  memary  of  such  of  their  deceased  rdations  as  had  distinguidied  dMi> 
selves  by  same  great  aetion;  la  this  toast  they  gare  the  name  of  aiMm.*'  i^^ 
Htmmmr  Geia^  cap.  ztL 

On  the  intvoductiQB  of  Chriatianity  kto  die  north,  the  namea  af  Otfis,  Aay^ 
Ac.  vere  bid  aside,  and  the  health  of  Chrut  and  the  sahiU  was  dnmk  by  Ihe 
new  oooverta— a  custom  which  was  long  kept  up  in  these  parts  of  Eurapn  We 
aia  told  by  Snorro,  that  when  King  Stein  gave  a  splendid  feast  to  the  Jnams 
M^^chie6,  pvevieua  to  his  aaeensiaa  la  the  thme,  hafiiatof  aldfla^acii^ 
to  Um  memory  of  Ms  firtfaer ;  afWr  whiai  ha  paeipoaad  the  hedlhof  Chart,  (CVUi* 
MifMii,)  which  they  aU  drank;  then  tha  iMaldi  of  St  Mkhael,  iuc.  Ag^^ 
Obffi  Tryggvatym,  cap.  39. 

*  This  is  the  mountahi  which  Mr  Hooker  oenfounds  with  th c  HtlgqfhBf  mm 
Ii^fkM:/hrdy  m  ^  GiMriaffe  SymL  ThesamemistsiEeiB  £mndhili»aolB 
toiheabstvaetof  aie£yitqpg|^Saga,iQtiM  Autniti^dt  «f  Nfitem  Anti* 
V^^,  f.  419. 
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mund  Holm,  the  authcn'  of  die  Vttry  inacetdrate  aoeount  4£ 
the  last  Tolcftnic  eruption.  *Ihe  present  diurdi  of  Hdga* 
jm  owes  its  erection  to  his  medianical  genius ;  all  the  car- 
penter-work  having  been  accon^plished  with  his  own  hands. 
On  tiikiAgdown  the  old  building,  he  Aseorered  in  the  altar- 
piece  a  pascspuSld^  or  thin  flat  stone,  with  an  Anglo-Saxon 
inscription  upon  it;  but  as  no  oopy^was  taken  (^ it,  tiie  stonis 
was  dtfa^  broken  to  |Mece8  or  lost,  so  that  no  fardier  ac- 
count toi  now  be  obtidboed  of  it 

HdgqfHl  was  the  abode  of  Snorro  Goda,  priest  of  T^Aor, 
and  one  <^  the  most  powerfbl  chiefs  in  the  west  of  Iceland. 
The  E jrbjg^  Saga  »  almost  whdly  taken  up  with  a  de- 
isai  of  his  intrigues,  his  prosecutions,  and  his  cruelties.  One 
<jf  the  first  churches  was  built  here  on  the  public  adoption 
-ofthe  Christian  reli^on ;  and  about  the  year  1188,  the  mo- 
nastery of  TIatey  was  transferred  to  this  place,  and  became 
^oae  of  the  richest  in  Iceland,  possessing  no  less  than  ninety- 
's fiunns  at  the  time  of  the  Beformation,  irhen  it  was  secu- 
krised,  and  the  ^lands  added  to  the  Danish  crown,  under 
ihe  ^bs^naticm  of  Amarstapa-umbod.  * 

Stb^ethdlm  I  found  situated  on  the  west'ode  of  a  narrow 
sound,  by  whidi  it  is  separated  from  a  small  island,  present- 
ing the  same  ccdumnar  appearances  with  HdgixfiM.  It  oon- 
^asts  of  two  mevehants'*  bouses,  with  tiie  warehouses  bdong- 
bg  to  them,  Mid  the  dwelling-house  of  Mr  Hiltlltalin,  the 
surgeon  of  .the  district  The  prindpal  merchant  is  Mr  Be- 
ned&ctson,  a  native  Icdander,  who  has  distinguished  himsdf 
fioin  all  the  other  meidiants  on  tiie  island  by  his  literary 
(Mmuots,  and  espemHy  by  his  attachment  to  nordian  anti- 
quities, with  which  he  possesses  a  T«-y  intimate  acquaint- 
aoce.  His  collection  of  Icelandic  MSS.  is  eonstdaraMe.  He 
possesses  several  ecqpies  of  the  more  important  sagas,  which 
he  is  comparing  .together,  and  writing  out  a  ftir  copy  of  the 
text,  accompanied  with  the  most  estal^died  readings.  His 
iBtal  for  the  transmisnon  of  these  ancient  documents  to  pos^ 

*  "  The  lands  in  Zedand,  whidi  fbrmcdiy  bdooged  to  the  biahois  and  which 
were  tramfened  to  the  crown,  axe  also  called  wnhtiHh  lands."  £i>|IOK8TOKe!9 
2c^iii,  ToL  i  p.  164,  i&ote.    Ediii.  1809,  8ro. 

Z 
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terity^  has  induced  him  to  fimn  the  resokitMi  of  beqjOeatfa* 
ing  the  ooUection  to  his  eldest  son^  with  the  stipulaticxi,  that 
it  be  bequeathed  again  by  him  in  the  ssme  manner,  ao  as  to 
form  the  perpetual  property  of  the  family. 

On  entering  his  shc^  I  was  happy  to  retiqgnise  a  number 
of  Bibles  and  New  Testaments  advantageoudy  exposed  £ar 
sale.  A  quantity  of  copies  had  been  gratuitously  distribis- 
ted,  and  received  with  great  thankfulness;,  and  Mr  B.  ck. 
pected  that  the  sale  at  the  ensuing  summer-mai^et  would 
be  consideraUe,  as  the  greatest  want  c^  the  Scr^ptiwea  pre- 
vailed in  the  district  By  Mr  and  MadameBenedictsoo^as 
also  by  Mr  and  Madame  Hialltalin,  I  was  treated  in  the 
most  polite  and  hos^Htable  mann^ •  Indeed,  the  two  fiuni- 
lies  seemed  to  vie  with  <me  another  which  of  them  shoiidd  be 
most  luiremitting  in  thw  attontions. 

After  having  settled  my  business  with  Mr  Bcnedjcteop, 
I  was  accompanied  by  the  surgeon  to  the  cottage  of  7%ji^ 
valkif  for  the  purpose  of  surveying  one  of  the  piacipal 
places  of  sacrifice  on  the  island.  Thordf  had  no  sooner 
built  the  A^to  Thor,  than  he  instituted  a  provincial  assena^ 
bly  for  the  administration  of  justice,  and  fixed  the  place  of 
meeting  on  a  small  tongue  of  land  which  juts  out  from  the 
peninsula.  This  spot  was  also  hdd  in  such  sancti^,  that 
it  was  forbid  to  shed  Mood  on  it;  nor  were  the  pec^ al- 
lowed to  ease  nature  within  its  precincts,  but  were  obliged 
to  repair  to  a  distant  rock  appointed  &r  the  purpose.  In  a 
skirmish,  however,  that  took  place  after  the  death  of  Tbo> 
rol^  about  the  holy  ground,  it  was  defiled  with  human 
blood,  and  pronounMsed  unfit  for  being  any  long^  the  place 
of  a  court  The  forum  was  accordingly  removed  to  7%if^- 
valla,  where  a  number  <^  important  regulations  were  made 
for  the  preservation  of  public  and  sooal  order. 

It  was  some  time  before  we  could  fii^  the  [dace.  A  little 
to  the  south  of  the  cottage  we  fell  in  with  an  immense  num- 
ber of  small  square  heists,  which  are  evidently  the  ruins 
of  the  booths  used  by  the  people  at  the  public  assembly. 
We  here  instituted  a  strict  search  afler  the  Blai-^feimij  or 
Stone  of  Sacrifice,  on  which  human  victims  were  immolated 
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to  Thor ;  but  aom^t  in  yain  in  the  muMdiate  i^icbily  of 
the  boothsy-none  of  ^  the  stones  in  that  quarter  aosirenng  ta 
the  descriptioa  wbidi  bad  been  ^ven  of  it  At  last  we  de« 
scried  a  large  stone  in  the  middle  o(  a  laomss  at  some  dis« 
taa^ifief  which,  though  rou^  and  un^apen,  was  determined 
to  be  the  identical  ^'  Stone  of  Fear,^  by.  the  <<  horrid  eirele 
of  Bnuno,^  in  the  centre  of  whioh  it  is  ^tuate.  The  rtones 
which  fiarm  :this  eircuhu;  range^  appear  also  to  be  of  a  con- 
siderable size;  but  as  th^  are  now  almost .  entirely  cohered 
by  the  mocass,  it  b  impossible  to  aaeer^in  their  depth  ex- 
cept by  digging.  The  dede  itself  is  about  twelve  yards  in 
diameter,  and  the  stones  are  situated  at  short  diatanees  from 
each  other.  The  JBiG4..M$m  is  of  an  oUmig  shiqpe,  with  a 
sharp  summit,  an  which  the  backs  of  the  victims  ware  bro- 
ken that  were  offered  aa  expiatory  sacrifices,  in  order  to  ap- 
pease the  wrath  of  the  offended  deity,  and  purge  ibe  conu 
munity  from  the  obnoxiousness  of  guilt  Within  the  circle, 
called,  in  Icelandic,  dofuiringr,*  sat  the  judges,  befi^^  whom 
the  accused,  with  theur  advocates  and  witnesses,  w^  con- 
vened,  while  the  spectators  oowded  around  the  outside  of 
the  range  in  order  to  hear  the  trial.  The  ranains  of  these 
lbr«Qsic  and  sacrificial  circles  are  still  found  in  great  abun- 
dance throughout  Scandinavia ;  and  it  is  more  than  proba^^ 
ble,  that  many  of  the  ranges  of  stones  discovered  in  diffe- 
rent parts  of  Great  Britain,  especially  Scotland,  were  used 
for  similar  purposes,  and  owe  their  existence  to  the  Ficts,  or 
the  intercourse  which,  in  ancient  times,  was  maintained  be^ 
tween  the  northern  nations  and  the  coasts  of  our  island* 

On  the  1st  of  June  I  again  left  SUdceshclm^  and  retraced 
my  ^(£Pg%ioHdg(^etly  whioiee  I  proceeded  in  nearly  a  south** 
«rly  directicm  to  the  £sxm  of  Dr^puiUU,  whidi  lies  at  the 
base  of  the  mountain  of  the  same  name^  £unous  finr  the  nunw 
ber  of  curious  mineiab  with  which  it  abounds.  Frcnn  this 
farm  the  road  lay  nearly  due  east,  across  a  number  dF  low 
harifimhills^  among  the  gravel  of  which  I  discovered  abun- 
dance of  chalcedony  and  jaqper;  quitting  which,  I  descend- 
ojj  by  the  end  of  Ulfar^  to  the  shoares  c^  the  Alfiefioriy 

*  BonOi^ringr^  doom*8-riDg,  the  ring  pT  dxde  of  judgmeDt.        -* 
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or  Swan  Frith,  aad  pa»ed  dote  to  the  tuMdus  c£  AmkeB, 
the  cdebnted  rivid  df  Snorro  Goda.  In  the  Saga,  be  ib 
exhibited  as  a  model  of  mil  -mtuefs  and  m  every  leqicet 
Uie  lererK  of  the  pontiff  ciS^fft^Uli  to  wfaoee  eruel  and 
inti^tng  disposition  he  ultunatdy  fi^  a  vkdn.  It  being 
low  water,  I  saved  a  ride  of  more  than  two  mileB,  by  crass^ 
mg  the  bay,  whkb  was  nearly  covered  with  swans ;  and  a£- 
tar  Ainimg  the  base  of  the  isKnimains  cm  its  eastern  aide  tar 
the  space  of  an  hour,  I  arrived  about  eight  in  the  evemng 
at  the  churoh  oi  Nmrfiyri^  where  I  had  my  tent  pkcfasd 
just  in  time  to  escape  a  heavy  rain,  which  oontiBaed  widi- 
mat  intermission  the  ii^ioleof  thejiight 

I  had  soareely  got  dressed  the  following  morning,  when 
^  farmer  made  his  af^peartnce  at  the  tent-door,  and  pre- 
sented me  with  some  eircellent  eidcsr-diK^  ^gs,  my  dieerfol 
acceptance  of  which  appeared  to  ^ve  him  great  satufiidiDn. 
He  seemed  also  much  pleased  on  my  telling  Um  diat  he 
must  certainly  be  a  descendant  of  6<arrid>-«a  matvoo  who 
hved  in  the  vicinity  soon  irfier  the  ocoupation  of  the  islaad, 
and  was  possessed  of  so  hospitride  a  disposition,  that  Ae 
caused  her  hdiitation  to  be  ereded  on  the  road,  so  that 
every  trardlar  was  obliged  to  pass  through  it,  and  invited 
to  take  some  refreshment  at  a  table  whioh  die  always  kept 
oovered  on  putpose,  *  Two  or  three  exam^es  of  a  sinaisr 
nature  are  reoorded  in  the  Sagas,  whidb  pro^e  that  the  has- 
pitaiky  so  highly  cdebrated  in  the  Havam£l,  f  was  not  a 
poetic  fiction,  but  a  virtue  of  higk  repute,  and  hi  eommoo 
practice  among  the  aaeiettt  inhaUtantsof  the  noith. 

From  Nmrfbyri  I  rode  in  an  aasterly  diFSCtson  across  s 
low  tract  which  is  called  Sneagmtkw^  fttmi  the  eaoeBot 
wood  which  abounded  here  in  ftrmer  times,  but  of  vrfaidi 
acaicely  a  Teatige  remains  a^  ^tfae  present  day.  It  wns  my 
intentaon  to  haive  proceeded  as  ftras  AioXsaAi^bttt  the-bad- 
ness  of  the  weather  compelled  m^  befbte  I  got  half  wi^,  to 
take  shdter  at  the  chuich  oi BreidabcbkOy^ha^  I  spa* 
dte  remainder  of  die  day  in  a  vary  agreeaUe  manner  with 
the  Rev.  Mr  Hialltafin,  form^ly  aiSaurhctr^  of  whom  Sw 
*  EyibjFggb  SiigB,  cap.  fiu.  f  ^^^ivpli.  8,  3,  4. 
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Ckorge  MaekeAzie  ha»  git€ii  so  £mnit«dile  a  descriptimi  in 
lua  Tra^prft.  He  possesses  a  good  turn  for  sacred  poetry, 
and  has  writtaii  a  eonaideraUe  number  of  theological  works, 
^diioli  are  acifl  hf'iag  by  hkn  in  manuscript,  there  not  being 
mmy  cqiportuaily  of  poblidbing  them.  Of  these,  the  most 
aeq^ortant  is  a  tianslatiiNi  <if  Basthohn^s  Jewish  History, 
-wfaich-woitld  be  read  with  avidify,  could  it  only  be  put  into 
tile  hancb'of  the  miti?e&  Mr  H.  is  now  advancing  in  yean^ 
and  with  a  large  fiunily  of  dbUdren  combmes  bat  a  smaH 
living;  y^  be  seems  unoommoyy  lively  and  dwerAil  in  hie 
disposkatm.  At  the  door  of  die  dmndi^  wlneh  is  extremdy 
asnaU,  and  in  a  bad  stele  of  repair,  I  observed  a  stone  of 
basi^  with  an  masription  psvtly  Rmic  and  partly  Latin; 
iMit  the  letters  wose  so  defaoed,  that  it  was  wholly  illegible. 
IlbcmthedateofieSL       ^ 

It  was  tnm  a  smdl  island  in  Ae  vieinity  of  this  jdaoe 
dMt  Eirik  the  Red  set  sail,  m  the  year  986,  in  quest  of  a 
;  to  the  west  of  Iceland,  of  which  he  had  received 
^  ofaaeme  notsce,  and,  after  a  short  navigation,  he  disco. 
^r«red  Gteenkoid,  where  he  remained  three  years,  expfering 
dKcaasts,  and  gtvasg  nants  to  the  diArent  fdaees  which 
he  vifflted.  The  aaooonts  he  gave  of  it  on  his  return  had 
flndi  an  effect  on  Ins  ooontrymen,  diat  not  fiewer  than  five- 
andi^twett^  vesaels  were  fitted  out  for  the  mw  oontinent,  gT 
idudi,  however,  only  fourteen  readied  the  laac^  the  rest 
having  other  been  lost  at  sea,  or  driven  back  ta  Icdand  * 

The  mcming  of  the  8d  prognosticating  better  weather,  I 
lecommsMsd  my  journey,  but  bad  made  but  little  pnogrsss 
when  it  again  b^gan  to  rain,  which  rendered  the  rider  very 
raMomfiirtable.  The  outline  of  the  mountains  which  streteh 
in  mt  easteify  direotiGii  from  the  Ydkul,  now  cEwqppeared, 
asMl  gasre  way  to  a  long  extent  of  rodcy  comsfery,  many  parts 
fif  wUoheiUUted.  the  imsiasof  ancient  lavas;  wfafls,oai: 
iim  other  hand,  the  BreUe^lord,  dividing  and  opamig  mte 
tfaeJgmai^rf  aaiA €UU/hrdj  and  the  intervening  mouiw 
tains^  presented  «  very  bdd  and  picturesque  scenery. 

*  Idttdni^inabok,  Part  II.  capb  xir.    Eyib^ggU  Suga,  cftp*  34. 
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Having  descended  to  the  shores  of  the  Hiocmufiordj  die 
road,  which  had  been  very  stony,  greatly  improved ;  and 
became  still  better,  after  I  had  passed  the  stone  whidi  ferms 
the  boundary  between  the  Sysseis  of  Doia  and  SfUBfiMmest, 
At  a  short  distance  from  the  beach,  my  gnide  pointed  out 
to  me  the  ate  of  the  Irar-Brndofry  or  Irish  Boodia^  wfaieh 
were  occupied  in  former  times  by  traders  from  the  north  of 
Ireland.  As  a  mercantile  station,  this  was  certainly  one  cf 
the  most  central  and  convenient  that  could  be  selected ;  but 
the  diaDowness  of  the  bay  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  rea- 
son why  it  was  abandoned^  Many  other  places  on  the  ooasti 
of  Iceland  are  still  known  by  the  same  name,  wlndi  proves 
that  at  one  period  a  considerable  trade  must  have  been  car- 
ried on  between  the  two  islands.  After  having  crossed  witk 
much  difficulty  a  number  of  deep  pools  (leeL  jpo&or)  that 
were  fil&ng  by  the  tide,  I  reached  the  first  houses  in  Dida 
Syssel,  and^  proceeding  over  the  end  of  a  prcgecting  mooD- 
tain,  arrived  about  six  oVlock  in  the  evening  at  Snaktit^ 
the  abode  of  a  rich  peasant,  from  whom  I  obtained  pamis- 
wm  to  jntoh  my  tent  aa  a  beautifiil  gre&a  qxit  between  the 
houses  and  tlie  church^  Though  somewhat  sbw  in  fab 
movements,  he  possessed  no  small  Aare  of  dignified  man- 
ners, and  was  assiduous  in  his  endeavours  to  administer  ts 
my  comfort  during  my  stay  at  his  farm.  He  was  the  only 
peasant  that  I  could  not,  by  any  means,  prevail  on  to  a^ 
cept  of  payment  for  his  services. 

The  4th  of  June»  being  thd  Lord^s  day,  I  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  attending  worsliip  at  this  pkoe.  The  oongrqpu 
tion  was  pretty  numerous,  and  manifested  much  amousnos 
and  piety  in  the  exercises  of  devotion.  The  prayen  snd 
discourse  too  of  the  chaplain  savoured  erf*  a  deeper  sense  of 
rdigion  than  any  I  had  yet  heard  on  the  island.  Instead 
of  a  few  general  petitions^  pronounced  in  a  cold  and  uiiin* 
teaoBsaing  manner,  he  offered  up  a  prayer,  in  whidi  a  full  and 
explicit  confession  was  made  of  sin ;  its  fbcgiveness  implored^ 
in  virtue  of  the  atonement  of  the  M^ator ;  and  a  fidl  sap- 
ply  of  those  blessings  supplicated,  of  which  himself  and  Ids 
hearers  stood  in  need.     The  Psalms  were  taken  ftom  the 
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old  Psalm-book;  and  while  the  congregation  sung  an  Ice- 
landic translation  of  one  of  the  early  confessions,  I  almost 
fancied  myself  in  some  Christian  church  of  the  fourth  or 
fifth  century ;  or  in  one  of  the  Syrian  churches  in  India,  so 
interestingly  described  by  the  late  Dr  Buchanan  in  his  Chris- 
tian Researches. 
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Jcumey  tiirough  ike  Sysmit  of  DalOy  BardoHrand^  and  Ita^ 
ford  "-^Hvam  -^Svinadal  -^SaubasarmeU  — JrajiipKr«— 
Domestic  Scene — R^kidkolar^^Hoi  Springs — Breida^ 
Jiord  and  iU  lOanda^Eider  Ihifcks^Flaiey—Hergide^ 
-^liffecU  of  Drunkemme  —  BriAmeUA  ^  Mdiudei  — 
HrtfneeyrP^Foxee-^Thmgeyri^Hota'^Rel^ 
peretitim—roiHe^'^Saudlaukedal^Eggert  QU^km 
^BardaHrand^Siurturln'and'''Gilf^hrd 
SkardSasaUic  PiOare  near  Bvdardal. 

Xk  the  forenooD  of  Monday,  the  5th  of  June,  I  got  the 
fiurmer  of  «SnaJbd(rf  to  aooonpany  me  to  UiardarhoBi,  the 
residence  of  the  Dean,  in  our  way  to  which  we  had  to  pass 
two  formidable  rivers,  HaukaddUi  and  Laxdj  both  of  wfaidi 
had  been  unfiDrdaUe  for  aeveral  dajrs,  and  we  found  the 
latter  still  swelled,  and  rdling  along  with  great  nqfidity. 
At  a  short  distance  fitim  Snokedsi,  we  passed  to  the  ri|^ 
of  Kvennabreckaj  the  birth-place  of  the  learned  antiquoy, 
Ama  MagnsBus,  who  was  very  industrious  in  cbllf«ting  the 
ancient  Icelandic  MSS.  and  bequeathed  to  the  Univera^ 
Library  of  Cqpaihagen,  what  of  his  own  private  lihraiy 
escaped  the  flames  which  consumed  his  house  in  the  yesr 
17S8.  It  is  from  these  MSS.  that  the  critical  editk>n  of  die 
Edda,  and  editions  of  the  more  importaot  Sagas  aie  pvUish* 
ing  by  a  committee  of  learned  gentlemen  in  C<^»ei^iagco, 
acting  as  trustees  of  the  kgacy. 

I  hod  now  to  cross  several  of  the  long  dales  whidi  give 
the  name  to  the  Syssel,  most  of  whidi  jnoduce  exodleot 
pasturage;  and  the  low  hills  by  which  they  are  separated 
ftoDLeach  other  are  overgrown  for  the  most  part  with  coarse 
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ptaSf  heath,  or  stunted  birch.  It  was  pleaaog  to  see  the 
lUxks  of  flhecp  and  kunbs  that  wei^e  scattered  about  in  every 
direction ;  dKMigh,  at  the  same  time,  the  agreeable  sensation 
was  in  some  measure  diminished  by  the  reflection  that  num* 
bers  of  the  huoabs  were  dying  from  the  intensity  of  the  cold. 
I  was  informed,  that,  at  an  average,  the  mortality  this  sea* 
son  amounted  to  nine  or  ten  on  every  farm:  a  loss  dfa  very 
serious  nature  to  an  Icelandic  peasant. 

The  Dean  I  found  to  be  an  aged  man  of  seventy^seven. 
He  expressed  great  salaMartion  at  the  new  supply  of  Bibles 
that  had  been  provided  for  his  countrymen.  His  investi- 
gation had  just  beai  completed,  iVom  which  it  af^eared 
that  the  greatest  want  of  the  ins[»red  volume  ewted  in  the 
Paks.  Having  given  him  an  order  on  Mr  Beaedictson  of 
SUckeAolm  ix  the  reqi^site  number  of  copies,,  and  par- 
taken of  BCHne  refipeshment,  I  pursued  my  journey  across 
the  hills  and  dales  that  stretch  forward  and  terminate  in  the 
eastern  shore  of  the  Hvamsjiord;  which  bay  I  skirted  for 
some  ^ne,  till  reachii^  its  terminalion,  I  struck  off  to  the 
dnirch  of  Hvdm^  fhsn  n^iich  it  takes  its  name^  where  I  ar-« 
rived  about  six  in  the  evening. 

Hvam  is  most  agreeably  situated  on  the  east  side  of  a 
ahoit,  but  beautifiil  and  fertile  valley,  surrounded  cm  every 
side^  excepting  the  tottth,  by  high  precipitous  mountains^ 
some  of  whidi  fnmiflb  fpediaaoe  of  long  fitwr-aded  needles 
of  obndian,  surtmrbrand,  and  various  min^nla  erf"  volcanic 
fiamation.  It  wa»  fint  tdcen  possosaon  of  1^  Audur  the 
Bkh,  widow  of  a  noted  pirate  king  called  Olof  the  White, 
who^  after  having  made  the  conquest  of  Dublin,  was  pro- 
dquBed  King  of  that  part  of  Irehmd;  but  Ins  kingdom  waa 
of  diort  dnnirioii,  as  he  aoon  afterwards  M  in  battle.  His 
queen  was  oUiged  to  make  her  escape  into  Soodand;  but 
not  deeming  herself  safe  in  that  country,  she  caused  a  vessel 
to  be  built  privately  in  one  of  the  fiirssts  of  Caithness,  and 
prooeeded  1^  way  of  the  Orkney  and  Faroe  Idands  to  Iceu 
land,  widi  twenty  free  men  in  h^r  tram.  Establidiing  hor- 
sdf  at  this  place,  she  soon  rendered  herself  conspicuous  by 
h^  profession  of  the  Christian  rdUgion,  and  chose,,  aa  the 
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jdace  of  her  devotions,  a  bold  and  precipitous  rock  in  the 
front  of  the  mountain,  where,  at  a  distance  fhun  the  bustle 
of  human  affairs,  and  commanding  a  majestic  view  of  the 
works  of  Grod,  she  caused  a  cross  to  be  erected,  and  adored 
that  Redeemer  into  whose  name  she  had  been  baptised. 
From  this  circumstance,  the  rock  obtained  the  name  cf 
Krosshobm,  which  it  still  retains.  On  the  re-estaUishmeot 
of  idolatry  in  these  parts  after  her  death,  a  place  of  heathen 
worship  was  erected  upon  the  rock,*  and  it  waahddinsiidi 
repute  that  the  superstitious  multitude  regarded  it  as  ^ 
gate  of  the  invisible  worW.-f* 

Hvam  is  also  famous  as  the  bhih-plaoe  dP  Snorro  Star- 
luson,  the  celebrated  northom  historian.  It  waa  long  oc- 
cupied  by  a  succession  of  mighty  chiefs,  the  relics  of  whose 
authority  are  still  visible  in  an  octagonal  mound,  catted  die 
Lbgretta^  where  they  were  accustomed  to  administer  juMioe 
among  their  dependants. 

The  incumbent,  Sira  Jon  Gislason,  recdred  me  in  ds 
kindest  manner ;  and  I  soon  recogniaed  in  him'a  deep  sesie 
of  religion,  and  a  spirit  and  manners  truly  apostolic.  We 
spent  the  remainder  of  the  evening  in  rel^;ious  oonversationy 
in  which  he  took  the  most  lively  interest  Indeed,  I  and- 
dpated  thb  immediately  on  altering  his  room,  as  the  BUe 
he  had  just  been  reading  was  still  lyin^  on  the  xMe. 

As  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  have  an  interview  widi  the 
Sysselman,  I  purposed  to'travel  the  following  day  alongthe 
base  of  the  mountains  on  the  north  side  ct  the  bay ;  boi 
learning  from  my  host  that  he  was  absent,  I  reaolved  to  visit 
him  on  my  return,  and'  directed,  my  course  into  a  wiU 
moutttamous  r^on  throu^  the  valley  of  Svinadalj  a  Kttfe 
to  the  east  €f[  Hvam.  The  mountains  on  either  aide  are  of 
an  oidinary  height,  but  very  irregularly  fiormed^  and  pie* 


«  The  Mident  Scaadiiumaiit  hwH  two  difl^NDt  kindf  of  pbots 
to  the  wonfaip  of  ittai  id^  t  Hhfi  mn  opea  and  vmoeled,  with  a  huge  ttam  m 
the  middle,  to  which  they  giive  the  name  of  Hiirg:  theother,  pcopcdf  a  tcopk* 
and  desi^ated  by  the  appeUation  of  Hof.  It  was  the  former  that  was  raised 
•D  Krosiholunu 

i*  Landnlm.  Fart  IL  te^ps.  xr.  and  zvL 
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sented  evident  marics  of  the  successive  reVolutiotiB  to  whidi 
they  bad  been  subjected.  Large  masses  of  lava,  that  had 
Mien  down  from  their  origjiQal  beds,  lay  scattered  about  on 
both  skies  of  the  vall^ ;  and,  at  one  plac,  I  fell  in  with  8&- 
vend  fragments  of  surturbrand,  but  the  ravine  through 
vrhidi  they  had  been  wadied,  being  still  full  of  ^now^  it  was 
hnpossiUe  to  discover  its  site. 

That  the  heat  which  once  raged  in  this  tract  is  not  yet 
altogether  extingui^ed,  is  plainly  discoverable  from  the  hot 
sprii^  in  die  month  of  the  vall^ ;  and  the  white  incrusta^ 
tions  that  present  themselves  in  various  {daces,  prove  the 
existence  of  numerous  springs  in  former  times.  We  had 
here  to  cross  a  river  repeatedly  by  means  of  sn6w  bridges, 
many  of  which  were  of  no  great  thickness.  The  quantity 
of  snow  we  encountered  in  our  descent  was  immense.  It 
never  m^ts,  but  accumulates  from  year  to  year ;  and  there 
is  every  reason  to  sujqiose  that  it  will  ultimately  become  a 
Yokul. 

Licaving  this  cold  and  cheefless  tract,  we  enteted  a  valley 
chat  strikes  off  Iran  its  terminatioii  in  a  westerly  direction ; 
at  fivst  narrow,  rocky,  and  sterile,  but  gradually  opening 
into  an  extensive  marriiy  jdain,  the  farms  of  which  collec* 
tively  assume  the  name  of  Scmrbasar^sveit  Fr<Hn  the  istlU 
mus  to  the  north  of  this  pUdn,  a  central  chain  of  mountains 
extend  through  the  whole  of  the  north-west  peninsula,  and 
ahooting  forward  ocJlateral  branches  from  its  ^des,  it  re*- 
oetvies  a  nundier  of  large  bays  ttom  the  circumjacent  ocean; 
The  road  lies  across  these  mountains;  but  though  the  sea- 
am  was  considerably  advanced,  the  quantity  of  snow  that 
Med  tlieir  guUeys  rendered  them  absolutely  impenetrable, 
so  that  I  was  oUiged  to  abandon  the  idea  of  reaching  the 
most  distant  Syssels  by  that  route.  By  the  advice  of  my 
kind  friend,  who  had  accompanied  me  from  Hvam^  I  left 
Wf  hoiaes  and  the  greats  part  of  my  baggage  at  the  farm 
c/S^Hvolf  the  peasant  to  whom  it  belongs  engaging  to  pro- 
ceed  with  me  as  far  as  BeykianesSj  from  which  place  I  was 
to  make  d>e  tour  of  the  islands  in  the  Breidqfiord. 

About  ^ven  o'dock  at  night  I  set  (^  with  my  conductor5 
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a  middle-aged  man,  of  a  good  ni^ural  uodentandiog,  and 
deav  and  serious  views  of  divine  truth,  in  order  to  reach  a. 
dificuk  pass  at  the  base  of  the  mountainB  heSore  the  return 
{£  the  tide  in  the  GUsfiord,  This  hay  runs  far  vep  i«to  tlie 
poiinsula,  bat  is  of  no  great  breadth.  It  is  bounded  hy 
{Mpedpitous  mountains  on  eith^  side,  from  whidi  BRuammia 
disruptions  are  incessantly  taking  plaee,  so  that  the  road  ia 
notfaer  safe  nor  easy.  At  two  o^dock  we  gained  the  end 
of  the  bay,  whare  we  found  two  small  solitary  cottages,  one 
of  which  belongs  to  Dala^  and  the  other  to  ifavdadlramf 
SysseL  Here  winter  still  maintained  his  henumhing  sway. 
The  most  of  the  ground  was  covered  with  snow,  and  only  a 
few  patches  of  regetation  appeared  in  the  immediate  vidai- 
^  of  the  houses.  The  mercury  stood  two  dcgreea  bekar 
the  fireesiag  point 

Pasnng  the  churdi  of  Garpaddl^  we  pursued  €(qx  coorse 
to  the  eastern  shore  of  Kroksfiord,  whidi  was  strewed  with 
beautiful  chalcedcmies,  xecdites,  and  green  jaqpers  ;  and  at 
a  short  distance  in  the  bay,  rose  several  small  isiaads,  whose 
sidea  displayed  superb  basaltine  appeanmces.  We  next 
crossed  a  tract  of  white  schistiform  stones,  which  seemed  to 
owe  their  formation  to  the  dqpoditieDs  of  hot  springs;  and. 
arrived  about  six  in  the  morning  at  the  small  £urm  of  foss- 
pur^  where  I  resolved  to  eqjoy  a  few  hours  sleep. 

Having  left  my  t&ot  and  bedding  at  Mvol^  I  was  now 
under  the  necesaty  of  choosing  an  Icelandic  bad,  which,  I 
must  confess,  I  did  not  like,  on  nioee  aceounta  than  one;^ 
but  as  my  fatigue  was  excessive,  I  was  the  more  tmaij  rsk 
ooncilad  to  my  situation.  I  was  shewn  into  an  out-house, 
while  the  unstress  of  the  ferm  made  up  a  bed  fcM'  me  in  the 
sLsepiBg  f^partment,  to  whidi  I  aoon  repured,  throvg^  adark 
passage,  from  which  a  few  stepa  led  me  into  my  chamber. 
The  most  of  the  family  bdng  atill  in  bed,  raised  thttnselvea 
nearly  erect,  naked  as  they  were,  to  beh(^  the  eaaiy  and 
strange  visitor.  Though  almoat  suffocated  fer  want  of  air, 
I  should  soon  have  fallen  adeep,  had  it  not  been  for  an  uni. 
versal  scratdiing  that  took  place  in  all  the  hedsintfae  room, 
whidi  greatly  excited  my  fears,  aotinthslaDding  the  new 
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«Bd  deanly  appewatice  ai  the  wadmel  an  ^vrluch  I  lay.  At 
«iie  period  of  the  opa«tion,  the  noise  was^  seriously  speak- 
iag,  paramount  to  that  made  by  a  groom  in  condUng  down 
Ibb  horses.  Ultknatdy ,  however,  every  disagreeable  emotion 
was  stilled  by  the  balmy  power  of  sleep,  and  I  enjoyed,  tot 
fire  hours,  the  soundest  repose  I  ever  had  in  my  Kfe. 

Both  the  peasant  and  his  wife  were  nnoomanonly  irank 
and  loquaebus.  They  bad  numerous  questions  to  put  to 
me  about  England,  and  the  situation  of  our  fanners,  whidi 
k  required  no  smidl  ii^enuity  to  answer  oonsistendy  with 
truth,  and  yet  soasfiot  to  make  my  entertaina^  feel  the  vast 
infieariority  of  their  own  circumstimoes.  I  generally  availed 
mysdf  of  the  introduodon  of  this  tofnc,  which  often  ha{q>ett- 
ed  during  my  peregrinations  in  Iceland,  to  remark,  that  to 
<sieature8  of  a  day,  any  diierence  of  extemid  condition  is 
hut  of  nnall  moment ;  and  that  the  grand  point  is  to  enjoy 
an  interest  in  the  Divme  favour,  and  an  assured  hope,  found- 
ed on  asenaeof  that  interest,  that  when  this  short  and  un- 
certain  life  terminates,  we  shidl  receive  an  inheritance  Aki 
is  incorruptible,  imdefiled,  and  which  fadeth  not  away. 
Such  observations  were  always  wdl  feorived,  and  seldom 
fidied  to  dicit  corresponding  sentiments.  I  could  not  but 
notice  the  manner  in  which  my  hostess  qpake  of  h^  children. 
On  my  inquiring  how  many  she  had,  her  refiy  was,  *<  I 
hsfe  four.  Two  of  them  are  here  with  us,  and  the  other 
two  are  irith  God.  It  is  best  with  Aose  that  are  with  him ; 
nd  my  chief  concern  about  the  two  that  remain  is,  that 
fliey  may  reach  hea;ven  in  safety.'^  Being  the  first  foreigner 
Aefinnily  had  ever  seen,  they  were  much  struck  with  my  ap. 
peano]oe,andputmedownfiM*ajH§^SM^,orchief;  thou^, 
m  my  native  country,  I  should  rather,  fiom  the  appearance 
of  my  dress,  have  passed  for  a  pedlar.  They  had  no  copy 
ef  the  Bible,  but  rejoiced  in  the  proqpect  of  soon  obtaining 
one. 

From  Kmmpur  the  road  led  us  roimd  the  two  beys,  Krdks^ 
ford  and  Bm^krdy  leaving  the  latter  of  which,  we  had  to 
ascend  a  very  rodky  and  tmeven  tivot  on  the  east  side  of 
ihe  AeyMmeat  Hiountwis»  iduoh  has  evidently  been  sutgect 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


350  BEYKIAHOJUAI. 

to  voloanie  agaicy,  though,  from  the  smooth  and  roondfid 
appearance  <^  many  of  the  stones,  I  could  not  but  ccmdude 
that  it  has  subsequently  been  covered  with  water.  About 
five  o^clock  in  the  aftamocm,  I  came  to  the  farm  of  R^kia* 
holar^  where  I  was  )^mdly  received  by  Madame  Thorodd- 
son,  who  could  not  sufficiently  exjMrefis  her  regret  at  the  ah* 
sence  of  her  husband,  as  he  might  have  enjoyed  the  benefit  of 
my  company,  and  rendered  my  stay  mcare  agreeable  than, 
she  was  afraid,  would  now  be  the  case.  My  prindp^  ob> 
ject  in  visiting  this  promontory  was  to  form  the  acquaintance 
of  Sira  Paul  Hiahnaraon,  to  whom  I  had  a  letter  of  iatnv 
duction  from  the  Biah<^.  Thia  dergyioan  was  formeily 
Rector  of  the  Hohmi  school,.  4nd  is  ooniddeied  to  be  one  </ 
the  best  scholars^  and  most  consistent  official  characten  aa 
the  i^and*  I  was  sprry  to  leam '  that  he  was  fixwi  how^ 
and  was  not  expected  to  return  fi)r  some  dajra ;  however,  a 
lett^,  which  I  have  since  Deceived  fiwm  him,  not  only  cor- 
roborates the  above  account  of  his  dbaracter,  but  ezpresso^ 
in  unequivocal  terms,  the  warm  interest  be  takes  in  the  cause 
of  rdigion,  and  his  crardial  approbation  of  the  steps  that  had 
beoi  token  to  supply  hb  cwntrymen  with  th^  words  of  eter- 
nal life. 

In  pmnt  of  ^tuation,  I  much  doubt  whether  Reykiakiar 
have  its  equal  in  Iceland.  It  stands  on  a  rising  ground,  at 
the  distance  of  half  a  mile  from  the  boldly  [nojectiag  moun^ 
tains  of  ReykianesSj  and  about  the  same  distance  from  the 
ness  itself.  Directly  in  front  is  the  spacious  Breidqfiord, 
with  its  numerous  and  strikip^y  picturesque  islands  ;  to  die 
left  is  the  GiUfiardy  beyond  which  a  prodigious  break  in  the 
mountains  of  Dala  Sysael,  called  Skard^-Klqfnkig^  pfeseoU 
itself  to  the  view ;  while,  towards  the  west,  a  number  of 
grand  promontories,  stretching  forward  from  the  main  body 
of  the  peninsula,  recede  ip  beautiful  perspective,  until  thej 
are  lost  in  the  distance.  What  greatly  adds  to  the  beauty 
of  the  prospect  is  the  numerous  o^mns  of  steam  whidi  are 
unremittingly  ascendii^  from  the  hot  qvings  scattered 
around  the  farm.  .Many  of  these  springs  boil  vrith  gnat 
violence.    The  largest  is  called  Krablandoy  and  has  fonner* 
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}y  been  remaricable  cm  acomnt  of  its  eruptions;  but  the 
bason  has  been  so  oom{detelj  filled  up  with  stones,  that  it 
camiot  now  throw  its  water  to  a  greater  height  than  three 
or  fi»ur  fleet  Like  most  of  the  qpouting  ftmntains,  it  ^ects 
fior  the  sjpaee  of  five  minutes,  aad  intermits  for  nearly  the 
same  qpaoeof  time,  jet  bcnling  violently  durii^  the  interval 
The^gnss  lands  about  the  £urm  are  very  extensive,  but  dif- 
fer mudi  in  quality ;  the  lower  part  being  greatly  disfigured 
with  knolls,  and  blown  up  by  the  wind. 

Owing  to  stonny  weather,  I  was  under  the  necessity  of 
remaimng  at  Rejfkiaholar  till  the  morning  <rf*  the  9th,  when, 
wkh  much  difficulty,  I  procured  four  men  and  two  wom^i 
to  row  me  over  to  the  idand  of  Flatey^  about  twenty  miles 
distant  firom  the  promontory  of  JZtf^ijUoneM  As  the  weather 
was  fine,  I  had  a  most  agreeable  passage  among  the  innu- 
meraUe  small  islands  that  cover  this  part  of  the  bay,  most  . 
of  which  appear  to  have  been  thrown  up  by  submaiine  voL 
canoes,  and  many  of  them  rest  on  superb  perpendicular  pil* 
brs  of  basaltic  rocL  The  theory  of  the  volcanic  origin  cS 
these  islands  is  corroborated  by  die  numerous  hot  sprii^ 
which  exist  not  only  on  mnny  of  the  holnus  themsdves,  but 
also  in  the  sea  around  them.  At  the  fishing  station.  Odd- 
Uamar'Skerjthete  is  a  hot-qpring  considerably  within  high- 
water  mark,  and  another  nearer  the  holm,  which  is  so  hot 
that  eggs  may  be  Imled  in  it  These  springs  are  of  great 
use  to  the  fishermen,  as  they  supply  them  with  plenty  of 
firesh  water,  which  is  otherwise  not  to  be  found  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood.  Near  Sandey  is  another  eUrious  spring  in  the 
middle  of  a  rock,  which  is  visible  at  low  water,  boiling  with 
violence,  and  qfdashing  its  contents  around  the  bason.  It 
possesses  the  power  of  incrustation,  and  the  margin  is  entire^ 
ly  covered  with  a  white  crust  * 

Most  of  the  islands  are  covered  with  grass,  whidi  is  made 
into  hay  at  the  proper  season  by  the  inhabitants ;  but  they 
are  diiefly  valuable  on  account  of  the  immense  flocks  of  sea- 
fowl  by  which  they  are  frequented.  As  I  passed  through 
between  them,  my  ears  were  stunned  with  the  cries  of  th« 
•  OUften  og  Potelsen,  pp.  387?  388. 
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fea-patrroU  imd  crees,  the  iMet  of  wittch  abounded  m  Midi 
ninnbeES,  tkait  they  oumpletely  carered  the  surface  of  Ihe 
^vvatcr,  aad  on  riang,  timoat  darkened  the  otmoqihere 

When  about  half  w9f  ^  Flaietfy  y»t  ittiaied  <m  a  flmdl 
liohn,  in  order  to  give  the  peofile  wme  reqpite,  when  I  hai 
an  opportunity  of  witaemng  the  turpriangtamcnoei  of  the 
.^er^udcB,  whose  nests  ky  seattered  in  great  prafosioD 
about  my  feet  On  apptoscfaii^  them,  the  drake  alimys 
took  the  alarm,  and  plunged  with  great  predpitancj  uHo 
the  water;  bat  the  duck  generally  kept  nttk^  on  her  nest, 
or  merely  flew  to  the  chstance  of  a  yard  or  two^  and  on  i^ 
attempting  to  tottdi  the  eggs,  retumed  in  a  rage,  and,  widi 
vtary  ngnificant  signs,  gave  me  to  und^^tend,  thait  mttxt 
had  invested  her  witfi  m.  undispQted  rig^t  to  the  propei^. 
Many  of  them  soffiered  me  to  stidce  them,  and  could  only  be 
thrust  with  violence  firom  the  nest  In  some  ports  <£  lee- 
land,  specially  at  Fici^,  the  eider-ducks  buiki  their  nesti 
on  the  roois  of  the  houses,  and  become  quite  fiumliar  wiA 
the  inhabitants.  The  nests  ai^  constructed  of  sea  weeds,  nd 
lined  with  the  finest  down,  plucked  fiom  the  breast  of  the 
jbwls.  As  soon  as  the  natives  observe  that  the  fint  cggi 
are  laid,  they  remove  them,  roblMng  the  nest  at  the  sane 
time  of  the  down;  and  thb  crud  expmment  they  repeat  a 
second  or  third  time ;  but  it  is  generally  found,  that  if  th^ 
are  robbed  more  than  twice,  they  htfpai  to  des^t  the  ^aoci 
aad  if  pillaged  oftener,  they  quit  it  entirely. 

A  few  days  after  the  young  ducks  leave  ihe  egg,  they 
proceed  to  the  water,  under  the  guidance  of  their  dam,  who 
swims  with  them  on  her  back  to  some  distaaoe,  when,  mak> 
mg  a  sudden  dive,  she  abandons  them  to  themsdvea,  jhI, 
reappearing,  tempts  than  to  swim  towards  her,  so  that  on 
the  first  trial  they  comm<mly  become  expert  swimmers 
When  the  breeding  season  is  over,  they  generally  stand  out 
to  sea ;  yet  numbers  are  seen  the  whole  winter  frequenting 
the  creeks  and  bays  about  the  coast  The  eggs  fbrnidi  ^c- 
cdlent  food  to  the  inhabitants,  and  the  down  seUs  high  to 
the  merchant,  by  whom  it  is  sent  to  diffierent  parts  of  the 
ccmtinent,  where  it  is  used  for  beds. 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


PLATZt.  858 

The  sea-parrots  dig  holes  in  the  sand,  like  ndilMts,  and 
build  their  nests  at  the  depth  of  two  or  three  yards  bebw 
the  surfiBbce  of  the  ground.  They  are  caught  by  meuis  c^ 
a  hook  fastened  to  the  end  of  a  stick ;  and,  what  is  singular, 
when  one  is  dragged  out^  his  oompanions  take  h(Jd  of  htm, 
and  endeavour  to  retain  him,  by  which  means  they  are  often 
caught  to  the  number  of  three  or  four  at  a  time. 

About  six  o^clock  in  the  evening,  I  landed  on  the  island 
of  FkUey^  famous  for  the  valuable  book  of  annals,  calkd  the 
Codew  Flaieyenm^  whidi  was  presented  by  Jon  Torfaaoa, 
<Mie  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  plaee,  to  Bishop  Svenson,  by 
whom  it  was  sent  to  Copenhagen^  where  it  still  exists  in  tne 
royal  library.  The  island  is  only  about  a  mile  in  eircum^ 
ferenoe ;  yet  it  is  better  inhalnted  thmn  many  of  ^e  contigu^ 
OU8  islands,  and  has  a  good  church,  and  a  mercantile  esUiu* 
bltahmen  t  of  some  importance.  The  clergyman,  Sim  Thomas, 
is  obliged  to  fblbw  the  original  employment  of  Zebedee's 
diildren,  and  b  particularly  dexterous  in  catching  seals. 
His  official  duties  are  p^haps  the  most  perilous,  as  wdl  as 
the  most  kb(»ious  of  any  in  the  Icelandic  church :  as  he  has 
two  parishes,  one  of  whkh  comprehends  the  islanders,, and 
the  other  lies  on  the  mainland,  at  the  distance  c^  ten  or  twelve 
miles  from  Flaiey.  Scarcely  a  winter  passes  in  which  his 
life  is  not  in  danger,  owing  to  the  difficulties  connected  with 
tlie  passage  of  the  different  sounds  on  the  ice.  Yet  for  all 
thiik  service,  be  is  only  rewarded  with  a  miserable  pittance, 
and  is  obliged  to  devote  the  most  of  his  time  to  tiie  fidiiog*, 
in  order  to  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  his  family. 

The  oofnes  of  the  Scriptures  that  have  been  forwarded  to 
this  harbour  had  all  been  diiqx)sed  o£^  owing  to  Ae  zeal  and 
aetivi^  of  the  Syssdman,  who  had  taken  them  along  widi 
him  tar  distribution  at  the  different  courts  which  he  had  held 
during  the  summer  circuit  As  the  farmers  must  all  attend 
these  courts,  a  more  oonv«uent  and  expeditious  mode  of  dr^^ 
calaticm  could  not  have  been  adopted. 

Having  rested  about  three  hours  on  Platey^  I  again  em^ 
barked  for  die  mainland  in  the  boat  of  the  cleigymaii  of 
Mridm^Jcy  who  is  oMiged  to  act  die  part  of  fierryman  bs- 

2  a 
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tween  the  two  places.  The  evening  was  clear  and  serene;* 
and  it  was  long  before  the  sun  withdrew  behind  the  high^ 
moxoktains  of  Bardiurtrand.  About  three  o'clock  in  the  nH>m- 
ing  we  arrived  at  HergiUey^  a  beautiful  basaltic  island,  co- 
vered with  rich  grass,  aqd  inhabited  by  several  peasants. 
We  put  in  here  for  the  purpose  of  resting  the  women  that 
had  plied  at  the  oar,  and  proceeded  to  one  of  the  houses, 
where  the  clergyman  assured  me  of  a  welcome  reception,  al- 
thou^  the  whole  family  were  now  immersed  in  sleep.  Wis 
prediction  was  soon  accomplished ;  one  of  the  women  having- 
wakened  the  landlady,  who  instantiy  provided  us  with  plenty- 
of  eider-duck  eggs  and  o^ee.  Of  this  latter  aitide  rather 
too  liberal  a  use  is  made  in  the  west  of  Iceland ;  for  instead 
of  ordinary  cups,  the  inhabitants  use  large  basons,  which 
not  only  occasions  a  great  waste  of  coffee  and  sugar,  but 
proves  very  prejudicial  to  the  health,  as  such  quantities  can- 
not but  relax  and  enervate  the  system.  This  idand  is  fre- 
quented by  the  eider-duck  in  such  numbers,  that  I  had  great 
^fficulty,  in  walking  about  on  the  heights,  to  avoid  tramp- 
ling on  their  nests.  The  columns  of  basalt  are  most  stately 
cm  the  north  side ;  and,  being  irregularly  broken,  they  pre- 
sent to  the  eye  of  the  ima^nation  some  of  tiie  most  staking 
resemblances  of  oriental  ruins  that  can  posably  be  con- 
ceived. 

One  of  the  passengers  having  drunk  too  much  spirituous 
liquor  at  the  factory,  we  had  been  under  the  necessity  of 
leaving  him  in  the  boat  to  the  care  of  his  servant,  who  wa& 
perfectiy  sober ;  but,  what  was  our  surprise,  when  we  return- 
ed from  the  farm,  to  find  that  during  our  absence  the  ser- 
vant had  availed  himself  of  his  master'^s  indisposition,  ^anA 
applied  very  freely  to  a  brandy  jar  that  had  been  lefl  in  the 
boat,  the  consequence  of  which  was,  that  <m  attempting  to 
leave  it,  he  had  plunged  into  the  sea,  «id  his  master  h&ng 
incapable  of  rendering  him  any  assistance,  he  must  instantly 
have  been  drowned,  had  we  notarrived  the  moment  we  did. 
Having  got  him  up  again  into  the  boat,  the  Icdanders  were 
determined  to  set  off  with  him,  but  on  my  assuring  them  he 
would  ^  of  cold,  they  agreed  to  leave  him  on  the  idand^ 
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and'caitied  him  oh  a  barrow  to  tbe  farm.  Hospitality  was 
Bbw  succeeded  by  compasdon ;  the  patient  had  his  wet  clothes 
taken  off,  and  was  put  into  a  warm  bed^  and  every  thing 
was- done  that  could  contribute  to  his  restoration;  but  the 
shock  he  had  received  was  too  severe  foi^  his  weak  habit  of 
body,  and  he  expired  in  less  than  two  days<  What  a  con- 
firmation, even  in  a  temporal  point  of  view,  of  that  Scrip- 
ture^ which  saith,  **  The  wages  of  siii  is  death  l'^  He  had 
travelled  over  the  most  of  the  continent  of  Europe^,  made  a 
voyage  or  two  to  tiie  East  Indies,  and  weathered  the  storma 
d  more  than  fourscore  years ;  and  now  at  last,  on  his  native 
diores,  he  dies  like  a  fool  «  for  want  of  wisdom.^ 

Drinking  is  certainly  a  vice  by  no  means  common  among 
the  natives  of  Iceland.  Neither  their  means  nor  their  op-^ 
portunities  admit  of  their  indulging  in  it  to  the  same  extent 
widi  the  inhabitants  of  other  countries;  yet  it  cannot  be  d&» 
nied,  that  the  factories  sometimes  present  scenes  of  drunken^ 
ness,  when  the  peasants  repair  thither  for  the  purposes  of 
trade ;  though  eveh  then  it  is  not  so  much  the  quantity  of 
liquor  they  drink^  as  theur  being  unaccustomed  to  the  use  of 
it,  that  occanons  this  temporary  derangement* 

From  HetgUsey  we  had  a  pleasant  row  of  about  fiv6  hours 
to  BriAmsloBkf  on  the  oppomte  coast  of  Bardastrand,  whare 
I  was  hos{ntably  entertained  at  the  clergyman'^s^  and  had  the 
pleasure  of  meetmg  my  friends  the  Messrs  Hiahalins,  on 
their  return  fiom  a  viint  to  BUduIdal^  My  route  now  lay 
we«t  along  the  coast;  many  parts  of  which  display  inunense 
walb  of  basaltic  configuration,  running  like  artificial  divisions 
to  the  length  of  several  miles.  The  mountains  exhibit  some 
very  ektenttve  stittta  of  the  same  kind  of  rock^  with  different 
other  bed%  all  laid  with  the  most  perfect  regularity. 

About  noon  I  8t(^>ped  at  the  farm  of  Hammar,  where  the 
aged  and  respectable  Sysselman^  Mr  Scheving,  lives,  with 
whom  I  had  some  interesting  conversation ;  and  after  coffee 
I  pursued  my  journey  up  the  desolate  Mordrdalf  fiom  which 
I  commenced  the  ascent  of  FordtetcUj  a  very  high  and  ax> 
cUvitous  mouDtain-road,  so  called  from  the  cataracts  and 
cascades  that  abound  on  both  sides  of  the  mountain*  Those 
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on  the  north  side  are  peculiarly  beautiful ;  the  river  Far^A 
having  forced  its  way  through  beds  of  oolumnalr  rock,  nu^ 
merous  turrets  and  spires  present  themsdves  amidst  tl» 
clouds  of  mist  arising  from  the  water-falls.  Directly  above 
us,  as  we  ascended, 


- "  the  mountain's  bead 


Stupendous  rose ;  crags,  bare  and  bleacben,  wpseaA 
In  wild  confusion— fear^l  to  the  eye- 
In  barren  greatness,  while  the  vallies  lie 
Crouching  beneath,  in  their  brown  vesture  dad. 

And  silent  alL"* 

* 

The  passage  of  die  mountain  was  attended  widi  oonsid^- 
able  difficulty,  from  its  steepness  on  both  sides,  and  the  pro- 
digious wreaths  of  snow  over  which  I  had  to  ride,  and  whidi 
in  many  places  were  so  extremely  soft  that  I  was  oUiged  to 
^valk,  as  they  could  scarcely  support  the  horses. 

Descending  to  the  terminatton  of  the  Forsfiord^  which  is 
only  a  Inranch  or  arm  of  the  extenmve  Amarjhrd,  I  skirted 
its  western  shore  along  the  base  of  a  beetling  and  precipilXKM 
mountain-range,  till  I  reached  the  latter  bay,  when  the  road 
winded  round  some  bold  [»x>montories,  and  about  seven  in 
the  evening  I  arrived  at  the  mercantile  station  of  Bitdnial, 
which  consists  of  the  most  respectable  looking  houaes  I  re* 
collect  having  seen  on  the  island.  They  were  built  by  the 
late  Mr  Thorlacius,  and  are  executed  in  a  manner  highly 
honouraUe  to  his  taste,  and  the  enterprising  spkit  with  whidi 
he  was  animated.  I  here  met  with  the  kindest  receptioa 
from  his  widow,  whom  I  found  iSlill  much  cast  down,  after 
her  late  severe  bereavement,  and  was  much  pnessed  to  stay 
till  Monday ;  but  having  previously  been  informed  of  the 
difficulty  which  often  attends  the  passage  of  the  AmarpiOrdy 
I  resolved  to  avail  myself  of  the  continuance  of  calm  weadier, 
and  proceeded  the  some  evening  across  the  bay.  The  boat 
was  exceedingly  leaky,  so  that,  while  the  men  rowed,  1  was 
obliged  every  now  and  then  to  bale  the  water  out  of  it ;  and 
as  the  bay  was  at  least  nine  miles  in  Inreadth,  we  should  hare 
*  Cote's  Meenah. 
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been  exposed  to  great  danger  had  we  been  overtaken  by  a 
sudden  squall  of  wind. 

On  leaving  BUduddxly  I  had  quitted  a  house  distinguished 
for  boBpitality,  in  which  I  might  have  expected  every  thing 
that  could  in  any  way  contribute  to  my  comfort  and  refresh- 
ment ;  and  now  entering  the  Syssel  of  Isajwrd^  the  most 
iK»rtherly  on  the  island,  I  landed  at  a  place  entirely  unknown 
to  me,  and  where  it  was  very  problematical  what  kind  of 
reception  I  should  meet  with.  However,  my  favourable 
prepossession  of  the  hospitable  disposition  of  die  Icelanders 
in  general  encouraged  me  to  proceed.  At  eleven  o^clock  I 
arrived  at  the  church  and  'parsonage  of  Hrqfiiseyriy  where 
I  was  agreeably  surprised  to  find  the  following  Latin  in- 
smpticHi  above  the  door  of  the  dwelling-house : 

*'  IXTBANTIBUS  SIT  HAS  DOMU8  PAX 
ET  UUIES,  AT  EXEUNTIBVS  SALVS.** 

The  flow,  of  good  spirits,  however,  which  this  animating  in- 
sciiption  excited  was  in  a  great  measure  damped  by  the  dis- 
tressed state  of  the  family;  the  clergyman  having  been 
.nearly  killed  by  a  disrupUon  from  a  neighbouring  mountain 
having  overtaken  him  while  climbing  in  search  of  a  fox^s  den, 
and,  carrying  him  aloi^  with  it,  he  was  lefl  half  buried  in 
tbe  midst  of  the  debris.  Had  not  one  of  his  servants  acci- 
dentally discovered  the  spot  where  he  lay,  he  must  have 
perished  in  this  condition.  His  head  and  face  were  much 
fractured,  and  his  limbs  sadly' mangled;  however,  by  the 
great  attention  of  his  family^  together  with  the  best  mode  of 
cure  they  could  adopt,  he  was  again  in  a  fair  way  of  reco* 
very. 

The  foxes  are  very  numerous  in  Iceland,  and  commit 
great  depredations  among  the  sheep.  They  are  of  two  kinds ; 
the  one  white,  and  the  other  of  a  variegated  brown  colour. 
They  attack  the  strcHigest  wethers,  and  when  they  cannot 
kill  them  instantly,  they  take  them  by  the  wool,  and  suffSsr 
thamselves  to  be  dragged  till  the  sheep  get  tired,  when  they 
msbt  them  by  the  throat,  and  drink  their  blood  It  is  no 
uncommoa  tfiing  Im  a  peasant  to  lose  twenty  or  thirty  sheep 
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in  this  way  in  the  course  of  the  year.  They  are  beaeged 
in  their  dens,  shot,  and  caught  in  traps;  yet  it  is  found  ba- 
possible  wholly  to  exterminate  them.  When  the  fox  hap- 
pens  to  be  caught  by  the  foot  in  a  gin^  he  gnaws  off  hm  I^ 
without  scruple,  and  then  limps  away  to  his  den.  That  he 
possesses  his  proverbial  cunning  also  on  this  island  is  obri- 
ous,  from  what  is  related  by  the  inhabitants.  On  discover, 
ing  a  flock  of  sea-gulls  lutting  about  the  shcnre,  he  i^qnt>8cbea 
them  backwards,  with  his  tail  raised  so  as  to  resembk  one  of 
themselves ;  and  as  it  is  commonly  white,  and  he  advances 
with  slow  steps,  they  seldom  discover  the  intrigae  until  be 
has  reached  them,  when  he  is  sure  to  seize  one  c^  them  for 
his  prey.  In  the  winter  he  scrapes  up  the  snow  to  the  wind, 
ward,  and  blinds  them,  so  that  they  are  oHnpletely  taken  at 
unawares. 

Though  I  cannot  vouch  for  the  truth  of  the  following 
story,  yet  as  it  obtains  general  belief  in  Iceland,  I  cannot 
avoid  inserting  it  in  this  place.  In  the  vicinity  of  the  North 
Cape,  where  the  precipices  are  almost  entirely  covered  with 
various  species  of  sea-fowl,  the  foxes  proceed  on  their  pre- 
datory expeditions  in  company,  and  previous  to  the  onn- 
mencement  of  their  operations,  they  hold  a  kind  of  mock- 
fight  upon  the  rocks,  in  order  to  determine  their  relative 
strength.  When  this  has  been  fairly  ascertained,  they  ad- 
vance to  the  brink  of  the  precipice,  and  taking-  each  other 
by  the  tail,  the  weakest  descends  first,  whUe  the  strongest, 
forming  the  last  in  the  row,  suspends  the  whole  number  till 
the  foremost  has  reached  their  prey.  A  signal  is  then  given, 
on  which  the  uppermost  fox  pulls  with  all  his  might,  and 
the  rest  assist  him  as  well  as  they  can  with  their  feet  against 
the  xocks.  In  this  way  they  proceed  fW)m  rock  to  rock,  un- 
til they  have  provided  themselves  with  a  su£Sdent  supply. 

June  II.  My  having  crossed  the  Amarfiord  last  night 
was  most  fortunate,  as  a  violent  storm  commenced  early  this 
morning,  and  lasted  several  days.  There  was  no  service  at 
this  place,  owing  to  the  indisposition  of  the  clergyman ;  but 
as  I  was  informed  there  would  be  sermon  at  Sandy  a  church 
on  the  north  side  of  Hrafnsheidi  mountains^  I  resolved  to 
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inoceedtothat  jdace^andwasacoNiipanied  byayoung-nuo^ 
irhose  conversation  proved  in  the  higher  d^ree  interesting 
4Uid  agreeable.  He  had  never  been  ai  any  school,  yet  he  had 
read  the  whole  of  the  Greek  Testament,  several  books  of  the 
IHad,  and  a  number  of  the  Latin  classics.  We  had  also  a 
Tobust  female  in  our  train,  to  asast  us  in  case  any  o£  the 
horses  should  ank  in  the  snow.  The  fieidi  was  short,  but 
exceedingly  steep,  and  bdng  almost  entirely  covered  with 
fsioWf  in  which  were  large  and  deep  rents,  we  had  consider- 
able difficulty  in  crossing  it. 

On  our  arrival  at  the  &rst  house  in  the  parish  ofSand, 
we  were  informed  that  there  was  no  worship  at  the  church ; 
imd  as  I  found  the  clergyman's  house  much  out  of  my  way, 
I  pursued  my  course  to  the  southern  shore  of  the  Dyrqfiord. 
It  gave  me  pleasure,  however,  to  be  informed  that  the  mi- 
nister,  though  blind  with  age,  is  not  destitute  of  spiritual 
.sight,  but  a  lover  of  divine  truth,  and  a  serious  and  exem. 
•phury  character. 

Crossing  the  east  end  of  San^dlj  a,  small  insulated  moun- 
tain, abounding  vnth  zec^te,  chalcedcmy,  and  jasper,  I  ar- 
inved  aboi^t  noon,  at  the  mercantile  establishment  of  7%«n- 
geyriy  which  is  very  agreeably  situated  on  the  east  side  of  a 
Jow  point  of  land  that  juts  out  into  the  bay,  and  defends 
the  harbour  against  the  western  surge.  The  bay  is  so  nar- 
row at  this  place  that  a  person  may  call  across  it ;  yet  it 
jTuns  up  to  such  a  distance  among  the  mountains,  that  it 
would  require  a  whole  day  to  ride  round  it.  The  houses 
bekxiging  to  the  factory  are  in  good  amdition;  and  a  fine 
green  park  immediately  behind  them,  adds  greatly  to  the 
beauty  of  the  [dace,  and  is  finely  contrasted  with  the  gloom 
of  die  adjacent  mountains.  I  was  here  invited  to  take  up 
jny  lodgings  with  Mr  Steenbach,  a  native  of  Norway,  and 
factor  for  Mr  Henkel  of  Copenhagen,  fix>m  whom  I  met 
with  every  possible  attention,  and  in  whose  house  I  found 
a  large  collection  of  choice  books,  the  greater  part  of  which 
4vere  on  subjects  of  natural  history. 

The  following  morning  I  crossed  the  Dyrafiari^  and  land- 
ing at  the  farm  of  GimUifeU,  I  obtained  a  guide  to  conduct 
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SM  over  dMmofUitfiiii  to  the  next  boy.  The  keidi  or  maux^ 
tain  road  wm  the  eimst  of  any  I  bad  passed  in  Iceland,  and 
iotioduced  me  ui  the  coune  of  three  boors  into  the  entail 
mve  and  beautiful  plains  of  Onufidiir^lord,  ouisistingin  sotne 
places  of  a  fine  alluvial  soil,  but  abounding  chiefly  in  marries, 
whidi  produce  an  uneomnion  quantity  of  hay.  The  niouii*- 
tains  on  either  nde  of  the  bay  present  oae  of  the  most  ro* 
mantic  and  irregular  scenes  iml^nable.  They  are  ercry 
now  and  then  transversed  by  deep  valhes,  which  give  the 
most  of  them  an  insulated  and  pyramidal  form ;  and  th^ 
strata,  fcnty  or  fifty  in  number,  are  piled  one  above  another 
in  the  most  perfect  order.  Similar  geologic  appearances 
pervade  the  whole  of  the  ncnlh-westem  peninsula,  thou|^ 
not  in  the  same  grand  and  mteresting  style  as  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  this  bay.  The  name  of  Ves^ordar^  or  the 
Western  Fnths,  is  very  appropriately  ^ven  to  this  part  of 
the  idand,  for  it  consists  entirely  of  bays,  separated  from 
each  other  by  ridges  of  bold  projecting  mountains,  and  re* 
.  sembles  nothing  more  exactly  than  the  shape  of  the  human 
band.* 

After  passing  some  dangerous  morasses,  I  arrived  at  the 
parsonage  of  HoOi^  reckoned  one  of  the  best  livings  in  the 
west  of  Iceland,  where  I  met  with  the  most  poUte  and  oor* 
dial  reception  from  Sira  Thorvaldr  Bodvarson,  and  was  im- 
mediately introduced  into  his  study,  which  I  found  well 
stocked  with  books  in  different  departments  of  science.  On 
the  table  lay  the  Vicar  of  Wakefidid,  together  with  a  Banish 
and  English  Lexicon ;  a  proof  that  my  host  was  pursuing 
the  study  of  the  English  language.  He  is  a  learned  man, 
and  a  go6d  poet,  but  excels  in  sacred  poetry;  many  beauti- 
ful specimens  of  which  are  in  the  hands  of  lus  countrymen. 
He  has  translated  a  number  of  Gellert^s  poems,  and  several 


*  In  conTersAtion  one  day  with  a  Dutch  Captftin,  who  had  long  frequented 
the  western  fiiths,  he  presented  me  hi  a  moment  with  a  chart  of  them,  by  lay- 
ing his  hand  flat  on  the  table,  and  traced  the  na? igatkm  fitmi  the  Faxmjhrd 
found  his  thumb  into  the  Breki^fiord^  then  past  his  foremost  fifiger  into  Ti»- 
mjiord,  &c  till  1^  had  got  round  the  princ^al  bays. 
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of  Pope's.     The  Messiah,  in  particular,  is  veil  executed,  an 
autographical  copy  of  which  I  have  in  my  possession. 

My  object  in  penetrating  into  the  Syssel.of  laapyri  was 
to  pi^  a  visit  to  the  Dean,  and  make  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments with  him  &r  the  di^xibutiqa  of  the  Scriptures;  but 
on  my  arrival  at  HdBi^  I  was  disappointed  to  find,  that, 
owing  to  the  immense  quantity  of.  snow  with  which  the 
mountains  to  the  north  <xf  the  Owwndaarfiord  were  covered, 
it  was  absolutely  impossible  to  cross  them,  though  now 
about  the  middle  of  June.  The  only  means,  therefi^e,  in 
my  power  %£  making  provision  for  supplying  the  inhabi- 
tants of  these  distant  r^ioos,  was  to  settle  the  bunness  with 
die  SjTsselman  who  hves  at  HtardarhoOi^  at  a  short  dis- 
tance to  the  west  of  HM.  I  acocmltngly  rode  on  to  that 
jdace  in  the  afternoon,- accompanied  by  Sira  Thorvaldr,  and 
was  happy  to  find  the  Sysselman,  Mr  Ebenezfer  Thorstein- 
son,  enter  cordially  into  the  plan,  and  willing  to  do  his  ut- 
most to  promote  its  execution.  We  were  hospitably  entav 
tained  at  his  house,  and  returned  in  the  evening  to  HdBJL 

The  inhabitants  of  this  part  dT  Iceland  being  almost  es^ 
tirely  exduded  from  intercourse  with  foreigners,  retain  per^ 
haps  more  of  the  ori^nal  Scandinavian  customs  than  those 
of  the  other  parts.  They  are  not  only  more  tenacious  of 
the  traditions  which  have  been  delivered  to  them  by  thdr 
ancestors,  but  they  apply  themselves  with  greater  diligence 
to  the  transcription  of  the  writtcm  or  printed  sagas,'  the 
greater  part  of  which  many  of  them  have  learned  by  heart, 
and  they  are  almost  all  capable  of  expatiating  on  the  excel- 
lenoe  -or  turpitude  of  the  leading  actions  in  the  story.  What 
particttlarly  struck  me,  was  the  long  patriarchal  beard  whidi 
distinguishes  the  Onundarfirdmgar ;  and  I  am  certain  that 
if  I  had  fedlen  in  with  them  in  any  part  of  the  continent  of 
Europe,  and  it  had  not  been  for  the  fairness  of  their  hair,  I 
should  have  taken  them  for  Polish  Jews. 

Close  behind  HiardardcU  I  was  surprised  to  find  a  pretr 
ty  exten^ve  tract  of  lava,  as  it  has  been  assarted  that  no 
such  substance  existed  in  the  vicinity  of  the  western  filths. 
It  appears  to  be  very  ancient ;  exhibits  both  t^e  porous  and 
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tnore  oonqpact  lavas;  is  for  the  most  part  overgrown  witk 
moss  or  grass;  and  has  viubly  descended  from  a  ^avily  in 
4fae  mountain  by  which  the  west  side  <^  the  dale  is  defended. 
I  was  told  by  the  Syssefanan,  that  an  ext^isive  layer  of  «iir- 
-iurbrand  had  lately  been  discovered  in  th^  same  mountain, 
but,  being  extremely  difficult  of  access,  he  was  afraid  it 
•would  not  be  possible  to  turn  it  to  any  account. 

On  the  13th  of  June  I  again  left  the  parsonage  of  HoBif 
where  I  had  experienced  every  possible  attention,  and  com- 
menced my  return  towards  the  south*  Sira  Thorvaldr  and 
the  Sysselman  had  the  kindness  to  accompany  me  to  TTun^ 
^geyri^  where  I  drank  a  cup  of  coffee  with  Mr  Steenbadi^ 
and  then  proceeded  with  a  guide  to  Bredca^  the  abode  dT 
the  constable,  from  whom  I  obtained  horses  across  the  moun- 
tains. While  waiting  for  the  horses,  I  ^igaged  in  a  very 
interesting  reli^ous  conversation  with  the  ftanale  part  of  the 
family,  ^tiie  males  being  all  out  at  the  fishing,)  among  whom 
I  was  happy  to£nd  two  or  three  who  seemed  to  have  just 
ideas  of  evangeUcal  truth,  and  a  deep  and  Uvely  oonoem 
4dx>ut  eternal  things. 

The  mountain-road  I  found  much  more  dangerous  than 
on  my  passage  north,  espedally  a  sKeep  precipice  on  the 
south  fflde  of  the  mountain,  below  which  is  a  {»ofound 
chasm,  called  Mcmn-tchpOrgU^  where,  as  the  name  indicates, 
numbers  have  lost  their  lives.  Here  I  myself  had  a  v«ry 
narrow  escape ;  for  as  we  crossed  a  sloping  bed  of  ice,  dL 
reedy  above  the  chasm,  my  horse  fell  with  me,  yet  endea- 
voured to  save  himself  by  allowing  the  hinder  part  of  his 
body  to  swing  downwards,  and  sprawling  with  his  fore  feet 
in  order  to  stop  his  progress.  After  sliding  down  with  me 
to  the  distance  of  five  or  six  yards,  and  only  a  few  moments 
appeared  to  separate  me  from  eternity,  I  providentially  suc- 
ceeded in  extricating  my  feet  from  the  stirrups,  and,  making 
a  sudden  leap,  reached  a  part  of  the  ice,  partially  covered 
with  snow,  where  I  was  enabled  to  retain  my  hold.  The 
poor  horse,  after  sliding  a  few  yards  further,  also  stopped, 
but  bdng  unable  to  raise  himself,  he  kept  a  firm  hold  of  the 
ice  with  his  forefeet,  trembling  violentiy  at  the  danger  to 
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mtiiAf  hy  a  mturat  instinct,  be  knew  he  was  exposed.  In 
Aim  sitiiatioii  he  remained  till  the  guide  and  I  got  some 
vopeB  tied  round  his  head,  wh^i,  sensible  of  our  aid,  he  im- 
mediately  Fose,  and  by  .a  few,daDiig  leap  ultimately  reach- 
ed the  soow. 

We  now  proceeded  on  our  descent,  which  was  still  attend- 
ed with  -danger,  owing  to  the  great  .tenuity  jof  the  snow- 
bridges  over  which  we  had  to  ride,  and  which  concealed 
from  our  view  the  large  cataracts  we  could  distinctly  hear 
soaring  below  us.  About  midni^t  we  reached  the  parson- 
age of  Hrf^nseyriy  where  I  met  with  the  same  kind  treat- 
jnent  I  had  experi^iced  on  my  way  north. 

On  putting  into  ihe  bay  the  following  morning,  I  could 
iK^  but  remark  that  the  peqde  turned  the  boat  the  contrary 
way  to  what  I  expected  they  would  have  dcme,  from  the  po- 
sitioQ  in  which  she  lay;  when  I  was  infcnrmed  that  the  Ice- 
landers universally  turn  the  boat  with  the  sun, — a  custom 
which,  my  informer  observed,  had  most  probably  its  cmgin 
in  superstition.  That  he  was  in  the  right  I  was  i^lerwards 
mare  fully  convinced  on  discovering,  when  I  witnessed,  on 
<»ie  occarion,  the  celebration  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  that 
when  the  communicants  rose  from  the  railing  of  the  altar 
where  they  had  knelt,  8U(^  of.  them  as  were  stationed  on 
the  lefl  ade  of  the  altar,  wheeled  round  to  the  right,  where- 
as it  would  have  been  more  natural  for  them  to  have  turned 
about  to  the  left  This  incident  would,  in  all  probability, 
have  escaped  my  notice,  had  it  not  been  for  some  young 
people  who  were  not  initiated  into  this  mechanical  move- 
ment, and  were  about  to  leave  the  altar  in  the  natural  way, 
whea  they  were  ordered  back  again,  and  taught  how  to  per- 
finrm  the  evolution.  In  like  manner,  when  a  funeral  proces- 
sion  leaves  the  church,  it  must  always  go  round  thfs  north 
side,  even  supposing  the  grave  to  be  on  the  south  sideof  the 
bmying-ground.  * 

*  About  a  hundred  yeazs  ago  the  cune  superstitious  custom  of  making  a  turn 
sun-ways  was  in  common  practice  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  western  islands 
«f  Scotland.  ^<  The  natives  of  Colonsay  are  accustomed,  after  their  arriyal  in 
Ovonaay  ide^  to  make  «  tour  nni««a|rf  about  the  dundi  before  they  enter  upon 
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In  the  course  of  two  hours  I  again  found  mjsei£  ou  the 
south  side  of  the  Jmarfiord ;  and  after  partaking  <^  an  ex* 
oellent  breakfast,  provided  me  by  Mrs  Tborlacius^  I  left 
Bildudalj  and  proceeded  across  a  number  of  deaoUte  moun- 
tains, for  the  most  part  covered  with  snow,  so  that  at  times 
the  guide  and  I  had  to  lead  our  his-ses  for  miles  together. 
Such  places  as  were  free  froih  the  snow  exhibited  nothing 
but  lavas  of  different  ages  and  forms,  the  greatest  quantity 
pf  which  appeared  to  have  its  source  in  the  irregular  cone  of 
Grwnqfi^  situate  about  the  centre  of  the  mountaio-ridge 
which  divides  the  Jmar  from  the  TaJktu^iord.  Thai  the 
subterraneous  fire  in  this  ridge  is  not  yet  extinguished, 
though  its  eruptions  must  have  taken  place  many  ages  an* 
tccedent  to  the  original  discovery  of  Iceland,  is  clear  from 
the  hot  springs  that  still  exist  on  the  northern  shore  of  the 
last  mentioned  bay.  The  volumes  of  steam  rising  from 
these  springs  afforded  a  fine  contrast  to  the  bleakness  and 
gloom  <^  the  surrounding  mountains. 

Having  descended  to  the  termination  of  the  TaBmafiordy 
where  I  fell  in  with  a  few  poor-looking  hamlets,  I  had  to 
ascend  a  very  steep  and  precipitous  mountain  on  the  oppo* 
site  side,  and  agiun  got  involved  in  a  desolate  tract,  whidi 
continued  till  I  reached  the  bay  of  St  Patrick^  about  tax 

any  kind  of  business.*^— '^  Some  ei  the  poorer  sort  of  people  in  these  olands  re- 
tain the  CBHom  of  performing  these  loiuds  am^vapiy  aboql  thepereont  of  their 
bene^Ktois  three  times,  when  they  bless  them,  and  wish  gpod  success  to  all  their 
cntcrprizes.  Some  are  very  carcfiil,  v^-m  tft£jf  id  out  to  sca^  tJtat  the  boat  hcjint 
rowed  alout  tun^vays  ;  and  if  this  be  neglected,  they  are  afraid  their  voyage  may 
prote  unfortunate.**  See  Mabtih^s  DeteHptUm  of  the  Watem  Idmub  of 
Sceaamdyfp.94S,US.  See  abo  pp.7,  16,  20,  110, 140,  249, 277-  DrEd- 
monstone  informs  us,  that  the  Zedand  fishermen,  to  this  day,  deem  it  unsafe  to 
turn  their  boat  but  with  the  sun,  toL  ii.  p.  73.  Similar  superstitious  ideas  ob- 
tain in  the  north  of  Europe,  and  may  be  traced  to  the  ancient  Grecian  sopexsti- 
tion,  according  to  which  the  left-hand  side  wm  accounted  unlucky,  and  of  eril 
omen.  It  is  also  worthy  of  notice,  that  the  Jews  gave  to  the  evfl  qtiilt,  or  anpl 
of  death,  the  name  of  SamrnaH^  which  is  of  like  import  with  the  Hebrew  wovd 
draoting  the  left  hand.  In  die  Bible  itself  we  find  an  importaiit  distiDction 
made  between  the  rig^t  hand  and  the  left ;  and  the  Prcadier  says  expressly,  that 
^*  a  wioe  man*8  heart  is  at  hit  right  hand,  but  a  fool*s  heart  at  his  IdL^  Ecdes. 
X.  2. 
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a^cldck  io  tlie  evening.  This  bay  is  defended  on  both  sides 
bj  high  and  precifHtous  mountains :  those  on  the  south  side 
present  a  number  of  bold  promontcoies,  jutting  forward,  but 
diminishing  in  eixe  as  tbey  recede,  till  at  last  thej  are  lost 
in  the  Atlantic 

After  riding  »  short  Way  along  the  beach  in  a  westerly 
direction,  I  arrived  at  the  establishment  of  Va^n^ri^  situa- 
ted on  the  east  side  c^  a  small  tongue  of  low  land  whidi 
here  prefects  into  the  bay,  and  affords  a  safe  and  excellent 
harbour.  The  trade  carried  on  h&ce  is  considerable,  and  is 
in  the  hands  of  Mr  Clausen,  whose  fiEictor  shewed  me  every 
attration  in  his  power.  Vatneffri  is  also  the  read^ice  oi*  tli^ 
Sysadnmn,  Mr  Gudbrand  Jonson,  whom  I  was  disappointed 
not  to  find  at  home;  but  it  gave  me  pleasure  to  be  informed 
by  the  factor,  that  rawe  than  half  the  number  of  the  copes 
fi  the  Scriptures  sent  to  this  harbour  had  already  been 
bnought  into  circulation,  and  that  most  <^  the  remaining  <o» 
{Hes  were  bespdc^i. 

As  I  found  it  was  possible  to  reach  the  Dean^s  the  same 
evening,  I  detarmined  to  xxmtmue  my  jouniey,  and  wa!» 
rowed  across  the  Patrixfiord  by  the  factor  and  one  of  his 
men«  Owing  tp  a  heavy  sweH  from  the  ocean,  we  found 
great  difficulty  in  landmg,  and  were  obliged  to  await  the  al- 
lemation  of  the  waves,  which  tocdc  place  in  the  following 
order:  Fbi^  three  heavy  surges,  threatening  to  swallow  all 
before  tbem,  broke  with  a  tremend<»ts dash  upon  the  rodcs; 
diese  were  followed  by  six  smaller  ones,  which  just  afforded 
us  time  to  land ;  after  whidi  the  three  laxge  waves  again 
broke,  and  so  on  in  regular  suce^sion.  It  now  b^gan  to 
noM,  and  as  no  horse  was  to  be  had  in  the  vicinity,  I  was 
under  die  neoessHy  of  walking  to  Sattdlauksddly  which  proved 
very  fatiginng,  on  Jicoount  of  the  fine  yellow  ssoid  that  co- 
vers the  entrance  of  the  valley,  in  which  at  times  I  sank  to 
the  knees.  On  my  arrival  at  the  parsoni^e,  I  was  kindly 
received  by  the  Dean,  Sira  Jon  Omraon,  and  his  family ; 
and  after  <hrinkkig  o^ee,  retired  to  rest  about  two  o^dock 
in  the  moraing. 

This  dale  is  odebrated  for  its  richness  in  botanical  pro- 
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dticfiotig,  alid  affords  excellent  pasture  fo  It  numerous  flock 
of  sheep.  The  i^  is  also  very  productive,  and  a  lake  in 
the  middle  of  the  dale  abounds  in  trout.  What  rendo^ 
SaticBaukgdal,  however,  peculiarly  interesting  to  me,  was  its 
having  been  the  abode  of  the  learned  Icelander;  Eggerl 
Olafsen,  who,  at  an  eariy  period  of  life,  turned  his  acttentioD 
to  the  natural  history  of  his  nativie  island  \  and  afler  finish- 
ing his  academical  studies  at  the  Univerrity  of  Copenhagen, 
repeatedly  made  the  tour  of  the  island,  both  alone,  and  in 
company  with  Biarne  Paulsen,  his  countryman  and  fellow- 
student  The  result  of  thor  mutual  researches  and  obscr- 
vations  was  published  at  C<^nhagen,  1772,  in  two  volumes 
4to,  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr  Olafsen.  On  his  re- 
turn to  Iceland^  he  rjecdved  the  appointment  of  lawyer,  and 
took  up  his  residence  at  this  place.  From  his  biography,  it 
would  appear  that  the  most  of  his  time  had  been  devoted  to 
the  study  of  natural  phtk)6(^hy ;  but,  about  four  years  be* 
fore  his  death,  he  received  strong  convictions  of  the  insuffi^ 
dency  of  the  cippearances  of  nature,  to  satisfy  the  hulkian 
mind  respecting  its  dearest  and  most  impcHtant  concerns  3 
and  addicted  himself  to  the  study  of  revealed  religion,  espt* 
dally  the  New  Testament,  in  the  reading  of  whidi  be  took 
great  delight.  In  a  poem,  written  by  him  about  this  tmcy 
(for  he  was  one  of  the  best  poets  Iceland  has  produced  diese 
two  last  centuries,)  he  strikingly  depicts  his  feelings  on  this 
subject;  laments  his  having  been  duped  by  the  iUuaeiis  of 
science ;  praises  the  Father  of  Lights^  for  the  revelation  of 
his  will  contained  in  the  ScriptureS'of  truth ;  and  avows  Us 
determination  to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  the  ser* 
vice  and  fear  of  God.  This  excellent  man  lost  his  life  in 
the  year  1767,  when  crossing  the  Breidqfiord  in  an  ovor* 
loaded  boat,  on  which  occadon  his  wife  also,  and  all  wlia 
were  in  the  boaty  perished.  * 

The  Sysseknan  having  arrived  during  the  night,  I  spent 

the  most  of  the  15th  in  conversation  with  him  and  the  Dean 

about  the  distribution  <^  the  Icelandic  Scriptures,  and  othet 

subjects  <^  mutual  interest     About  five  in  the  i^Wmooo,  I 

*  /Eft  £ggen»  OUfyBOtua^  Hnppsey,  1784,  8to» 
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set  off  from  Saudlauksdal^  accompanied  by  the  son  of  the 
Dean,  and  pursued  my  course  along  the  southern  diore  of 
the  Pixtruvfiord,  where,  now  and  then,  large  insulated  masses 
of  ancient  lava  presented  themselves  to  view.  Near  the  end 
of  the  bay,  we  had  to  skirt  the  base  of  a  high  and  beetling 
mountam,  from  which  a  prodigious  quantity  of  large  stones 
had  but  lately  fallen,  so  that  the  pathway  was  nearly  blocked 
up,  and  the  danger  from  fresh  disruptions  was  by  no  means 
small  We  now  commenced  our  ascent  of  the  momitain- 
road,  which  wore  a  very  craggy  and  menacing  aspect. 


-"  and  still  at  every  fell. 


Down  the  steep  windings  of  the  channel'd  roclr, 
Remurmuring,  rushed  the  congregated  Boods 
With  hoarser  inundation.'' 

The  cataracts  were  in  many  places  of  superior  grandeiu^, 
eq>edally  one  near  the  embouchure  of  the  river,  where  the 
aze  of  the  unbroken  sheet  of  water,  twenty  feet  in  breadtli 
by  thirty  in  height ;  the  rapidity  of  the  current ;  the  clouds 
of  mist  and  foam ;  and  the  tremendous  dash  of  the  liquid 
element,  all  combined  to  produce  a  very  powerful  and  sub- 
fime  effect.  The  surrounding  tract  was  entirely  divested  of 
vegetation ;  and,  as  we  ascended,  it  got  more  rocky  and  un- 
even, presenting  on  the  general  surface  ahemate  beds  of 
snow  and  basaltiform  cellular  lava.  A  little  afler  midnight 
we  gained  the  summit  of  the  pass,  which  mi^t  have  an  ele- 
vation of  nearly  SOOO  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  The 
proqtect  was  extensive  and  very  romantsc,  yet  wild  and  bar- 
ren in  the  extreme.  The  sun  was  hid  fn»n  our  view  by  the 
promontories  towards  the  north,  but  the  whole  horizon  in 
that  direction  appeared  in  a  blaze,  and  we  were  scarcely  sen- 
siUe  of  any  difference  between  day  and  night 

Descending  firom  the  mountains,  we  passed  through  a 
jnet^  extennve  tract  o£  underwood,  and  entered  a  beauti- 
ful inhabited  dis6rict  in  front  of  the  Bardasirand  precipices, 
in  which  the  prelecting  promontories  terminate  dong  the 
nortlran  shore  of  the  Breidqfiard^  The  sea  haa  evidently 
at  a  remote  period  wadied  the  base  of  thes^  p*ecipices ;  bu^ 
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having  graduaDy  receded,  beautiftil  alluvkl  plaiiis  have  been 
formed,  the  greatest  part  of  which  is  now  covered  with  grass. 
The  farms  lay  scattered  under  the  1^  of  the  mountains ; 
numerous  flocks  of  sheep  were  enjoying  their  nighdy  repose ; 
the  night  was  tranquil  and  serene;  the  speckled  Breidqfiord 
lay  befcnre  us  in  all  its  wide  expanse ;  while  the  anow-capped 
mountains  of  Srut/Ubness^  recedii^  in  beautiftil  peiispective 
from  the  royal  Yokul,  reflected  a  golden  sfdendour  on  the 
surrounding  atmosphere. 

To  the  east  of  the  tabular  mountain  HagafiaBf  we  passed 
Baga^  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  Iceland.  In  point  of  si- 
tuation, extent,  and  the  richness  of  its  vegetation,  it  is  only 
surpassed  by  few.  Here  even  a  foreigner  might  enjoy  a 
kind  of  earthly  paradise ;  yet,  strange  to  tell,  though  its 
present  occupant,  who  is  a  native  Icelander,  might  have 
«p&Di  his  days  on  this  spot  in  tranquillity  and  ease,  he  has 
lately  abandoned  his  retreat,  and  involved  himsdf  in  all  the 
cares  and  anxieties  of  trade.  Having  •  dept  a  few  hours  at 
Hammary  I  proceeded  on  to  Briim^k,  where  I  immedi- 
ately ordered  a  boat  to  be  got  ready  to  cany  me  over  to 
Flatey.  As  it  was  some  hours,  however,  before  the  pec^ile 
coidd  be  collected,  I  repaired,  during  the  interval,  to  a  ra» 
vine  in  the  mountain  behind  the  parsonage,  which  exhibits 
one  of  the  most  interesting  displays  oS  surturbrakd  to  be 
met  with  on  the  island. 

C(»npared  with  others  in  the  vicinity,  the  mountain  b 
but  of  inconsiderable  height,  not  appearing  to  rise  to  an  ele- 
vation of  more  than  600  feet.  A  torrent  from  the  rinng 
hills  behind  has  cut  its  way  through  the  different  bomontal 
strata  of  which  it  is  composed,  so  that  a  cleft  presents  itself 
between  forty  and  fifty  yards  in  depth.  The  east  side  of 
this  cleft  is  entirely  covered  with  delnris,  except  at  some  par- 
ticular spots,  where  rugged  masses  of  a  yellowish  taSk  tower 
above  the  surfiu^ ;  but  the  west  side  is  nx>re  perpoidicuhr, 
and  consists  of  ten  or  twelve  strata  of  surturbrand,  lava,  ba- 
salt, tuffa,  and  indurated  clay,  suocessivdy  piled  above  eadi 
other.  The  surturbrand  is  undermost,  and  occupies  fijur 
layers,  whidi  are  separated  fhym  eadi  other  by  intermediate 
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beds  ofsoft  sand-^tone  or  clay.   These  lajr^rs  are  of  unequal 
thickness,  from  a  foot  and  a  half  to  three  feet,  and  run  to 
the  length  of  about  thirty  yards,  when  they  disappear  in  the 
debris.    They  differ  also  m  quality :  the  two  lowest  exhibit- 
ing the  most  perfect  specimens  of  mineralized  wood,  free 
from  all  foreign  admixture,  of  a  jet  black ;  and  such  pieces 
as  hare  been  exposed  to  the  sun  shine  with  great  lustre,  and 
are  very  splintiery  in  their  fracture.     The  numerous  knots, 
mots,  &e.  and  the  annual  circles  observable  in  the  ends  of 
the  trunks  or  branches,  removed  every  doubt  of  the  v^e- 
table  origin  of  this  curious  substance.     The  only  changes  it 
has  undergone  are  induration  and  compression ;  having  been 
impregnated  with  bituminous  sap,  and  flattened  by  the  enor- 
mous  weight  of  the  superincumbent  rocks.  Some  few  branches 
stretch  at  times  across  the  bed,  but  in  general  they  all  he 
parallel  with  one  another,  and  are  frequently  pressed  tc^e- 
ther,  so  as  to  form  a  solid  mass.     The  third  stratum  is  not 
so  pure,  being  mixed  with  a  considerable  portion  of  ferrugi. 
nous  matter ;  grey  externally,  but  black  in  the  fracture,  has 
no  lustre,  and  is  much  heavier  than  the  former,  yet  possessed 
evident  traits  of  its  v^table.  character.     The  fourth  or  up* 
permost  stratum  conasts  of  what  the  Icelanders  call  stein-* 
brandy  or  coal,  from  which  it  differs  only  in  the  absence  <^ 
the  gloss,  and  its  omtaining  a  quantity  of  earthy  matter. 
It  still  retains  some  faint  marks  of  wood. 

Remariuible  as  the  appearance  of  this  rock-wood  undoubt- 
edly is,  a  still  more  surprising,  phenomenon  makes  its  ap- 
pearance between  the  second  and  third  strata,  viz.  a  bed  of 
dark  grey  schistus,  about  four  inches  in  thickness,  that  ad- 
mits of  bein^  divided  into  numerous  thin  plates,  many  of 
which  possess  the  tenuity  of  the  finest  writing  paper,  and 
discover  on  both  sides  the  most  beautiful  and  aocurate  im- 
presBions  of  leaves,  with  all  thar  ramiiicaticms  of  nerves^ 
ribs,  and  filnres,  in  the  best  state  of  preservation.  The  whole 
of  the  schistose  body  is,  in  fact,  nothing  but  an  accumula- 
tion of  leaves  closely  pressed  together,  and  partially  inter- 
laid with  a  fine  alluvial  clay.  It  is  also  worthy  of  notice, 
that  when  you  separate  any  of  the  leaves  from  the  mas^, 

2  B 
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they  are  uniibnnly  of*a  greyiah  or  brown  oolour  on  tlie  001^ 
face,  and  black  on  the  offpotite  »de.  Most  of  those  on  the 
specimens  now  before  me  are  of  the  ooounon  poplar,  (popu^ 
Jus  tremtdoy)  and  sonie  of  them,  in  the  judgment  of  an  emiJ^ 
nent  botanical  gentleman,*  appear  to  be  atiliepopuhu  Adp- 
hck-makaka,  A  few  birdi  and  willow  leaves  are  also  obeenr. 
able,  but  very  smaH  in  iiie :  whereas  many  of  the  poplar 
leaves  are  upwards  of  three  inches  in  bread^. 

It  would  appear  from  the  accounts  of  Olafsen  and  Povel- 
sen,  'I*  as  also  from  those  of  Olavius,  X  thai  a  bed  oS  turtur^ 
brand  extends  through  the  whcde  of  the  north-western  pe- 
ninsula. In  Data  Syssd  it  is  found  in  Svinadal  and  GfU* 
pt^Hli  at  BarmakUdj  BrtAmdaik,  Hammur^  Raadasandj 
and  in  Fersded  in  the  Syssel  di  Bardadrand;  but  in  still 
greater  abundance  in  Is€^arS$  Sysad,  vis.  in  the  moimtains 
StigaJiUd^  GranahUdf  S^mumuihlid,  Skorar^  and  Sandvik. 
It  has  idso  been  met  with  in  BttarfiUy  Margreiarfidlj  Stedk- 
iarmo,  Torfve^iMy  Ltegrikvam^  and  Thrudardal  on  die  east 
mde  of  the  peninsula.  It  is  chiefly  used  by  the  natives  for 
the  smithy ;  but  as  it  is  very  hard,  and  susceptible  of  a  high 
polish,  they  also  make  taUes  of  it,  and  other  ornamental  ar- 
ticles of  household'  furniture.  It  is  only,  however,  in  the 
damp  houses  of  the  Icelanders,  that  such  specimens  can  be 
preserved,  .as  they  cradc  and  spilt  wh«i  expoaed  to  the  heat 
of  the  fire  or  the  sun. 

Scouting  the  idea  of  a  subterranean  forest  as  too  absurd 
to  merit  the  sh^test  cmsideration,  there  are  cmly  three  way» 
in  which  we  can  suppose  the  surhtrifxmd  to  have  origina' 
ted.  JPirst,  Large  finnests  may  have  existed  in  this  quarter 
of  the  island  at  a  remote  period,  and  may  have  been  over- 
turned and  ent^nbed  during  some  of  the  volcanic  revohw 
tions  o£  subsequoit  date.  Secotufyy  It  may  be  the  renaaina 
of  drifl-timber,  conveyed  hither  fiom  the  Missouri  and  tither 
rivars  in  North  America,  or  from  the  northern  coasts  of  Si*^ 
beria.     Or,  lasH^y  It  may  have  grown  in  a  former  world,  § 

*  Processor  Hornenuum  of  Copenhageo. 

t  lUise,  p.  414.  X  Ceoononiiik  Reue,  ^  737,  7^% 

%  Lest  tjbis  espxesfion  ihould  ofiend  anj  of  my  raidcB,  I  beg  it  to  tie  under* 
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and  been  reduced  to  its  present  state  in  one  of  the  gt^t  ca^ 
tastrophes  which  have  so  materially  changed  the  surface  of 
the  earth. 

The  name  and  Mack  carbonated  appeai'anfce  of  the  fossil^ 
together  with  the  ditoumstance  that  laVa  is  always  found  in 
greater  or  less  quantities  in  the  yicimty  of  the  strata  which 
it  forms,  would  almost  seem  t^  favour  the  first  of  these  sup- 
portions  t  but  it  is  self'^irident,  that  had  the  wood  ever  been 
in  actual  contact  ^th  lava,  it  must  either  have  been  entirely 
consumed,  or,  if  the  fiery  torrent  had  lost  too  much  of  it» 
heat  to  produce  that  effect,  it  must,  nevertheless,  have  thrown 
the  trees  about  in  the  wildest  disorder,  and  could  never  have 
1^  them  in  the  regular  longitudinal  position  tiiey  at  present 
occupy.  This  regularity  of  portion,  which  obtains  through* 
out  it\e  whole  extent  of  the  strata,  presents  an  insuperable 
ar^ment  against  the  suriurbrandfs  having  been  reduced  to 
its  present  state  by  the  operation  of  fi|re,  though  it  cannot 
be  dmied,  that  tUs  element  has  subsequently  eflected,  in 
part  at  least,  the  disposition  of  the  substances  that  rest  above 
it*     Even  the  second  conjecture  of  Von  Troil,  ♦  that  the 

stood  in  the  tebat  of  i  tort  uU/ut  of  ^eter,  2  fpist  iii.  6 ;  though  Cen.  x.  25^ 
tmkden  It  cztiemely  probable,  that  besides  what  took  place  at  the  deluge,  our 
g^be  wpt  lubjeclcd  to  mofka  hnpoitaBt  refolutkn  in  the  days  oi  Pd^:  fbr 
it  is  worthy  of  obiervafion,  that  the  verb  J7Q  fhahgy  piq^ly  sigiiifiei  to  ^^ 
rujpt  s  to  sever  or  divide  wUh  violence* 

*  Letters  on  Iceland,  p.  44.  Eog.  Trans.  2d  Edit.    As  it  may  interest  the 

indtr  to  peruse  ProAssor  Bergfenan's  description'of  the  npedmens  sent  him  by  « 

VosTzoilflshidliQsirtitattbifplade.    "  Hie  date  wbkh  yea  have  brou^ 

fiom  loeUnd  sj^ts  into  thin  phites»  thatt  diaeor er  m^j  sorts  of  Ininairionf^ 

pttrticularly  of  leaves ;  the  colour  is  black,  and  it  is  exactly  of  the  same  nature 

as  the  oonunon  aluminous  slate.    The  two  pieces  of  surturbrand,  or  fossil  wood, 

trlil^  yoa  brought  with  you,  bear  evident  marks  of  a  vegetable  composition  t 

and  I  Hmy  almost  affirm,  with  perfect  certainty,  that  die  largest  is  a  kind  of 

piaus  abies ;  on  the  outside  are  barks  and  branches,  and  in  <ha  indds  aU  tho 

xings  of  the  sap  appear ;  the  lesser  is  a  piece  of  rind  without  wood;  both  ara. 

blAck*  quite  soft,  easily  take  fire,  and  flame  in  burning.    After  the  flame  is  ez« 

tingoddied,  one  hundr^'parts  afford  fbrty*two  parts  of  coals,  which,  after  being 

only  cakaned,  yield  two  parts  of  yeUowish  brown  earth,  that  is  attracted  by  tho 

nuig^net,  suid  partly  dissolves  with  acids ;  it  makes  some  eServescenoe  with  bo« 

TOkX  and  liidble  urinous  sdt ;  the  sal  sodsB  also  causes  a  little  ebullition  at  first, 

hat  doem  not  entirdy  dMsolveit"    lUd.  p.  395. 
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trees  were  originally  oTertumcd  by  an  eardiqiiake,  and  af- 
terwards interred  by  a  shower  of  hot  ashes  fiom  a  vdbeano, 
is  irrecondleable  with  the  fact  above  stated. 

We  must,  therefore,  have  recourse  to  water,  as  the  agent 
by  which  the  principal  dispodticm  of  the  surturbremd  has 
been  e£Pected.  The  idea  of  its  having  originally  been  drift- 
timber  forcibly  suggests  itsdf,  when  we  reflect,  that  those 
parts  of  Iceland  in  which  it  is  most  abundant,  are  the  very 
tracts  where  the  greatest  quantity  of  timber  is  annually 
thrown  up  from  the  sea.  Nor  can  the  height  to  which  the 
stratum  of  turturbrand  rises,  form  any  objection  to  this  hy- 
pothesis, as  ancient  drift4imber  has  been  found  partially  in- 
terred at  the  distance  of  3000  feet  from  the  beach.  *  The 
leaves  found  at  BriAmskek  are  confessedly  unique,  as  no- 
thing similar  occurs,  in  conjunction  with  the  brand,  else- 
where on  the  island.  No  pofdar  ever  grew  here  within  the 
memory  of  man ;  and  were  it  certain  that  s(»De  of  the  leaves 
are  of  the  pcpulus  takka^mahaka^  an  ancient  communication 
might  be  traced  between  this  island  and  the  opposite  coasts 
of  America. 

However,  as  the  pirturbrand  is  found  in  such  immense 
quantities,  and  where  it  makes  its  appearance  on  one  side 
of  a  mountain,  it  uniformly  occurs,  nearly  about  the  same 
level,  on  the  c^posite  side ;  as  these  mountains  are  of  the 
more  regular  kind,  consisting  of  niunerous  horizo.  ital  strata ; 
and  as,  in  many  instances,  fifteen  or  tw^ity  of  these  strata 
are  piled  above  the  bed  of  mineralised  wood,  the  theory  will 
*be  freest  from  embarrassment  that  refers  its  entombmoit  to 
one  or  other  of  those  dreadfiil  elemental  conflicts  to  which 
the  terraqueous  globe  has  repeatedly  been  subjected.  It 
formed  perhaps  part  of  the  forests^that  grew  on  the  sunk 
continent  that  now  supports  the  Atlantic,  and  whidb,  on  the 
submersion  of.  that  continent,  must  have  been  completely 
overturned,  and  carried  in  various  directions,  according  to 
the  motion  of  the  currents.  This  hypothesis  is  corroborated 
by  the  fact,  that  the  bed  of  mrturbrcmd  in  the  west  of  Ice- 
land,  runs  uniformly  in  the  direction  of  N.  E.  by  N.  N.  E. ; 
*  OUiTiiis,  ut  tup.  p*  4^. 
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and  however  broken  and  separated  by  the  intervening  bays 
and  valliles,  forms  one  continued  stratum  in  the  crust  of  the 
earth.  *  That  it  is  found  to  dip  in  some  places  more  than  ' 
others,  is  a  necessary  consequence  of  the  earthquakes  and 
volcanic  derangements  of  subsequent  date.  The  occurrence 
of  trees,'  and  other  vegetables  in  coal  formations,  is  well 
known  to  miners,  and  all  who  possess  any  ttoquaintance  with 
geok)gy;  and  it  certainly  deserves  consideration,  that  ^ur- 
turhrand  occurs  in  the  coal-mines  of  Faroe^  embedded  in  a 
ydlowish  alluvial  formation,  resembling  the  tuffas  or  puz- 
SKKlana  of  Iceland,  -f 

To  return  from  this  geologic  digression.  Afler  partaking 
of  an  excellent  dinner  at  BriAmskekj  we  put  to  sea;  and  as 
die  weather  was  uncommonly  fine,  we  had  a  pleasant  pas- 
sage to  Flaiey^  where  we  arrived  at  six  o\;lockt  I  here  en- 
gaged the  boat  belonging  to  the  clergyman,  who  accompa-  • 
nied  me  himself  to  the  Svefneyary  or  the  Islands  of  Sleep, 
where  it  was  my  intention  to  have  enjoyed  a  portion  of  that 
blessing ;  but,  on  our  arrival,  I  had  the  disappointment  to 
.  find  that  all  the  men  w«re  absent  at  the  fishing ;  and  the 
distance  to  the  next  islands  was  too  great  ibr  the  females  to 
venture  alone ;  so  that  I  must  have  been  considerably  re- 
tarded in  my  journey,  had  it  not  been  for  the  kindness  of 
Sira  Thomas,  who  undertook  to  row  me  himself  with  a  firedi 
set  of  female  rowers,  provided  I  would  give  up  my  night^s 
rest,  as  he  was  obliged  to  be  back  on  Flatey  by  Saturday 
evening. 

Fatigued  as  I  was,  I  willingly  submitted  to  the  further 
privation  of  sleep,  with  the  view  of  getting  once  more  on 
terra  firmay  before  any  change  took,  place  in  the  weather. 
We  accordingly  lost  no  time  in  refreshing  ourselves  with 
eider-duck  q;gs  and  cream,  and  again  ^nbarked  about  nine 
o'*dock ;  but  we  had  not  proceeded  far,  when  we  were  alarmed 
to  find,  that  the  person  firom  the  SvefiieyoTy  who  had  un- 
dertaken to  be  our  {nlot,  was  ignorant  of  the  sounds  through 
which  we  )iad  to  pass,  and  no  person  in  the  boat  had  evdr 

*  Olavios,  ut  tupt  pp.  699,  600. 

t  OUnns,  nt  nip.  p.  599.  ' 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


374  GILfipIOKD. 

been  that  way  befbre.  What  greatij  increased  otn*  aknn, 
was  the  sttspcbn  of  conoealed  rocks,  whidi,  as  the  water 
was  falling,  exposed  us  to  great  dai^er. 

About  midnight,  when  we  had  cleared  all  the  small  idands, 
and  were  about  to. enter  the  mouth  of  die  GU^tord,  the 
mountains  at  the  termination  of  the  bay  began  to  get'shroud^ 
ed  in  douds,  and  in  less  than  half  m  hour  it  began  to  blow 
Tiolently  from  the  N.  E.  We  had  also  to  rqw  against  a  fu. 
rious  current,  tod  the  boat  being  diminutiTe  in  sise,  every 
wave  threatened  to  swallow  us  up;  we  were  at  times  com- 
pletely covered  with  spray ;  both  the  courage  and  strength 
of  th^  females  failed ;  and  we  had  more  than  once  the  im- 
mediate  prospect  of  a  watery  grave. 

However,  by  the  kind  providence  of  God,  we  were  pr&. 
served  in  safety,  and  at  three  o^clock  in  the  morning  we 
limded  on  JBoud^,  a  small  island,  on  ndiich  we  found  a  so- 
litary, but  superior  farm,  the  proprietor  of  which  gave  us 
the  most  welcome  reception.  As  we  were  starving  with  cold, 
the  simple  shelter  of  a  house  proved  no  ordinary  comfort ; 
but  we  had  scarcely  sat  down  in  the  room,  ere  the  landlady 
made  her  iq^pearance  with  large  bowls  of  co0ee,  which  she 
presented  in  die  most  courteous  maimer.  An  excellent  bed 
was  immedtatdy  prepared  for  me,  where  I  enjoyed  tax  hours 
refrediing  deep;  and  after  breakfasting  on  eggs  and  boiled 
rice,  the  peasant  put  me  ashore  on  the  mainland  a  little  be* 
low  Skard^  to  whidi  I  instandy  repaired. 

Skard  is  inhabited  by  the  Sysselman,  Mr  Skule  Mag- 
nusson,  to  visit  whcnn  was  the  object  of  my  return  to  this 
part  of  Daia  Syssel.  It  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  a  low 
rooimtain,  which  terminates  the  bold  range  of  mountains 
that  extend  southwards  along  the  coast,  and  commanib  an 
extensive  view  of  the  Breidafiordf  and  its  islands,  with  die 
majesdc  mountains  on  both  ndes.  Owing,  however,  to  the 
height  of  en  adjoining  mountiun,  Xh&ce  are  five  or  ax  weeks 
in  winter  during  whidi  its  inhaUtants  never  behold  the  sun. 

Mr  Magnusson  was  not  expected  home  till  evaiing;  but 
I  was  politely  received  by  his  lady,  and  provided  with  die 
nisedfid  refreshments.    During  the  interval^  I  made  an  ex« 
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curfion  of  about  five  miles  to  the  diurdt  and  parsonage  of 
BaOardy  where  I  ^pent  the  afternoon  in  a  ^veiy  interestii^ 
manner  with  the  derg]|rmaii,  whom  I  found  to  be  an  en^. 
lightened  and  judicious  man,  a  friend  of  the  plain  imsc^phis^ 
ticated  sense  of  Sci^ture,  and  consequent]  j  an  opposer  of 
the  boasted  ilhimination  c£  some  modem  theologians.  In 
'the  evening  he  acoonqpanied  me  back  to  Skardj  Whare  we 
found  the  Syssdman,  who  had  just  arrived,  a  frank,  pc^ite^ 
and  downright  Icelander,  with  mofe  of  the  appearance  of  a 
magistrate  than  any  Sheriff  I  have  met  with  on  the  klandw 

The  18tfa,  bdng  the  Lord^s  day,  I  stopped  with  thehos- 
pitable  fanuty  at  Skard,  As  thare  was  no  puUic  service^ 
the  Sysselman  collected  the  n^le  of  his  family  about  eleven 
oVlock,  and  went  through  the  oiercises  of  domestic  wordnp 
with  a  life  and  energy  that  I  have  searody  seen  equalled  by 
any  of  the  Icelandic  clergy.  What  an  influence  the  ex^ 
ample  of  sudi  a  mim  must  have  in  forming  the  mannars  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  confirming  them  in  those  habits  of  de< 
votion  by  wUch  the  nation  has  kng  been  disdnguished,  and 
which  still  ol^ain  in  sudi  parts  of  the  idand  as  renumi  free 
from  the  contamination  of  foreign  licentiousness ! 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th  I  again  left  Skard,  and  pro« 
ceeded  up  the  gulley,  from  which  it  takes  its  name^  where 
nothing  remarkable  occurred,  excepting  a  large  cairn,  mark* 
ing  the  grave  of  a  female  who  lived  in  the  vicinity,  about 
the  time  of  the  introduction  of  Christiamty  into  the  island, 
but  who  was  so  inimical  to  its  tenets,  and  so  grossly  addicted 
to  her  heathen  superstitions,  that,  when  dying,  she  gave 
strict  orders  to  her  friends  to  bury  her  here,  that  her  manes 
might  not  be  disturbed  by  the  chuit^h  bells  of  Skard  and 
Budardal,  either  of  which  places  lies  at  an  eqiial  distance 
from  the  cairn. 

Passing  a  littie  to  the  right  of  Btulardaly  whare  the  late 
learned  Magnus  Eetilson  lived,  and  where  he  successfully 
attempted  several  branches  of  agriculture,  I  came  again  to 
the  sh<nre  of  the  GUsfiard,  which  I  skirted  for  some  time^ 
admiring  the  niunerous  horizontal  strata  that  presented 
themselves  to  my  view  in  the  face  of  the  adjacent  mountain^ 
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and  eq)ecial]y  tbe  grand  colonnades  of  basakk  rqsk  wUdi 
lined  the  beaidli  One  ipoC  in  particular  created  uncommon 
interest  The  columns  were  perfectly  perpendicular,  from 
thirty  to  forty  feet  in  height,  and  from  a  foot  and  a  half  to 
two  feet  in  diameter.  Most  <^  tbem  were  five  and  seven- 
sided,  and  the  articulations  were  in  many  places  of  consider- 
able length.  A  little  farther  on,  I  fdil  in  with  a  bedof  Mir- 
iufbrandf  visiUe  to  the  length  of  twenty  yards,  but,  dippng 
rapidly  towards  the  north,  it  is  soon  lost  in  the  sand  along 
,tbe  heacL  Thii^  declination  struck  me  tbe  mor^  as  thatdf 
the  surturbrand  at  Bridmskk  was  towards  the  south;  but 
I  soon  percdved  that  it  must  have  been  occawHied  by  the 
revolution  to  which  the  Breidq/hrdf  that  lies  between  them, 
owed  its  existence.  The  stratum  of  pure  surkirbrand  at 
this  {dace,  does  not  exceed  three  inches  in  thidmess.  It  is 
embedded  in  a  yeUow  argillaceous  sand  which  mecfts  the 
beadi  bdow;  and,  at  the  height  of  two  ieet  above  the  Inwid, 
it  is  relieved  byatwo-indi  thick  bed  of  schistose  «^n6m»id; 
this  gives  way  to  four  feet  of  tufia,  above  which  lies  a  thick 
stratum  of  lava,  the  uppermost  substance  in  the  tract 

After  riding  along  a  veiy  stony  road  in  front  of  the  moun- 
tains,  I  recognised  the  dktrict  of  Saurbcs^  and  jHoceeded 
across  the  marshes  to  the  farm  of  Hvcl^  where  I  had  left 
my  horses  on  the  6th  instant  It  gave  me  no  small  joy  to 
$nd  that  they  w^e  ccmipletely  recruited,  and  fit  for  the  re* 
maining  part  ci  my  tour. 
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Joumey  into  Strandd  Syasd^  and  reium  to  Reykicmk'^ 
Gil9fkn'd.'~'Stemdei8h^^  Tim. 

ber^^Stod^^Interestimg  Interview  toUh  the  Dean-^BOrU' 
hMs—HoOiavMkUi^ck—View  qfihe  Sun  ai  Midnighi— 
Mount  Baula — Reykiadal — ReykhotU — Snorro  Sturhi- 
wrCt  Bath-^Biographical  Sketch  ofSnorfXh^HotSpringg 
qfJteykiadal — Sa/urbas-^Hdirew  Scholar — Hveifiordf^ 
Kioear  Syssd-^Reykiavik. 

XJULViNft  rested  about  five  hours  atHvol,  I  got  die  peasant 
to  proceed  with  me  unto  Stranda  Syssel,  whichlies  on  the 
east  or  opponte  ade  of  the  peninsula.  For  the  first  three 
hours  we  pursued  the  same  road  I  had  formerly  taken  along 
the  southern  shore  of  the  GQsfi&rd ;  and  though  it  was  now 
the  19th  of  June,  I  could  discover  no  improvement  in  the 
season ;  the  wreathsof  snow  appeared  to  possess  their  former 
bulk,  and  the  frost  and  N.  £.  wind  were  equally  keen.  On 
turning  the  end  of  the  bay,  we  struck  ofl^,  through  a  narrow 
pass,  into  Steindals-lieidif  where  we  had  much  difficulty  in 
passing  the  snows,  and  evading  the  tremendous  chasms  which 
every  now  and  then  projected  across  the  padi.  The  moim- 
tains  on  both  sides  were  of  an  ordinary  height,  and  partially 
covered  with  grass,  but  the  extreme  coldness  of  the  winds, 
which  almost  incessantly  blow  from  the  N.  £.  prevents  ve- 
^tation  from  attaining  any  degree  of  maturity. 

About  six  o^clock  on  the  morning  of  the  ISOth,  we  reached 
a  more  auspicious  r^on;  the  paridi  of  Fettj  oHisisting  of  a 
number  of  fruitful  dales,  which  run  up  between  the  moun« 
t^insy  from  the  termination  of  the  narrow  but  beautiful  bay 
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of  KoUafiord,  At  FeU  there  is  a  small  church,  in  wluch  I 
was  rather  surprised  to  find  a  large  wooden  image  of  St 
Olaf,  King  of  Norway,  which  is  said  to  have  been  drifted 
tip  here  by  the  sea,  and  most  likely  belonged  to  some  of  the 
earlier  navigators,  who  did  not  judge  it  safe  to  venture  on 
the  tempestuous  ocean,  without  a  representation  of  their  tu* 
telary  saint.    - 

Having  slept  a  few  hours  in  the  farmJiouse,  I  proceeded 
along  the  northern  shore  of  the  KoUaford^  which  is  lined  at 
various  places  with  curious  walls  of  basaltic  rock,  and  came 
in  the  course  of  an  hour  to  Stemgrvnujwrdf  the  largest  bay 
on  the  east  side  of  the  peninsula.  It  is  upwards  of  twenty 
miles  iiOt  length,  and  about  ten  at  its  gleatest  breadth,  and 
iias  beoi  navigated,  in  former  times,  by  the  Spaniards  and 
Irish,  the  ruinsof  whose  houses  are  still  to  be  seen.  Strange 
as  it  may  appear  to  the  anhabitaats  of  warmer  climes,  and  a 
more  grateful  soil,  even  the  most  distant  districts  of  the  com- 
paratively barren  Iceland  are  not  without  their  Paradise ; 
there  being  a  place  of  that  name  on  the  north  side  of  the 
bay.     So  true  it  is,  that 

— —  '*  Still,  even  here,  content  can  spread  a  charm^ 

Redress  the  dime,  and  all  its  rage  disarm. 

Though  poor  the  peasant's  hut,  his  feasts  though  smalls 

He  sees  his  little  lot>  the  lot  of  all ; 

Sees  no  contiguous  palace  rear  its  head^ 

To  shame  the  meanness  of  his  humble  shed; 

No  costly  lord  the  sumptuous  banquet  deal. 

To  make  him  loathe  his  poor  and  scanty  meal ; 

But  calm,  and  bred  in  ignorance  and  tdl. 

Each  wish  contracting,  fits  him  to  the  saQ." 

As  I  passed  oter  the  extensive  plains,  between  the  bay 
and  the  mountains,  I  came  up  to  a  fine  large  tent,  which  I 
supposed  to  be  inhalntcd  by  a  person  <^  consequence,  but 
after  exchanging  some  vain  guesses  on  the  subject  with  my 
guide,  we  examined  it,  and  wcFe  equally  surpised  and  amu« 
sed  to  fiad  it  occupied  by  a  cow.  The  poor  animal  had 
hurt  her  1^  and  there  being  no  carts  in  use,  it  was  impos* 
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«ble  to  convey  hear  home  to  the  farm.  She  was  now  nearly 
reoova^  and  on  my  return  the  fdlowing  day ,  had  actually 
been  removed  by  the  peasant. 

Many  of  the  plains  in  this  quarter  are  suffered  to  lie  waste, 
but  would  fiumish  exodtoit  farm  lands  were  they  to  under- 
go  cultivation.  Several  of  the  farm-houses  wear  a  very  su- 
perior appearance,  espedally  those  of  HeydaUA  and  Vidar^ 
dabdj  which  may  partly  be  accounted  for  by  the  great  abun^ 
dance  of  drift-timber  with  which  the  shores  of  this  bay  are 
4»vered.  Each  farm  has  its  division  of  the  beach,  and  at 
stated  periods  the  wood  is  removed  to  a  sufficient  distance 
from  the  water.  The  advantages  resulting  from  this  pro- 
duce of  the  sea  in  some  measure  compensate  for  the  want  <^ 
native  forests,  and  are  fiiUy  appreciated  by  the  Icelanders ; 
so  that  many  of  the  coast-places  sell  high,  and  areoflen  held 
in  jJOBsession,  or  rented  by  persons  who  live  on  the  cfppoeite 
fflde  c^  the  island.  Besides  uttng  the  wood  for  their  own 
jnivate  purposes,  the  inhabitants  of  this  Syssel  fabricate  all 
kinds  of  small  cooper-work  during  the  winter,  and  thus  pro« 
vide  themselves  with  a  new  species  of  bart^  against  the  sum^ 
mer. 

In  the  course  of  the  day  I  had  several  rivers  to  ford,  but 
the  coldness  of  the  atmosphere  preventing  the  snows  on  the 
mountains  from  melting,  I  got  over  them  all  without  much 
difficulty.  Towards  evening  the  ride  began  to  prove  very 
fatiguing,  owing  to  the  inequalities,  of  tiie  road,  and  my 
having  been  decaved  as  to  the  distance,  not  supposmg  Siad, 
the  limit  of  my  journey,  to  be  more  than  two-thirds  of  the 
way.  Having  crossed  a  rugged  and  stony  tract,  which  juts 
out  into  the  bay,  I  again  reached  its  southern  shore,  and 
entering  the  fine  valley  in  which  it  terminates,  I  rode  on 
with  increased  speed  to  the  parsonage,  which  I  reached 
about  nine  oVlock.  It  is  very  agreeably  situated  on  the 
north  side  of  the  valley,  near  a  considerable  river,  whidi 
hwe  empties  itself  into  the  bay.  The  valley  itself  appear- 
ed to  be  rich  in  grass ;  and  there  was  more  vegetation  en 
the  surrounding  mountains  than  I  should  have  supposed 
firom  their  northerly  situation. 
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From  the  different  accounts  that  had  been  given  me  of 
the  Dean,  Sira  Hialite  Jonson,  I  was  led  to  form  a  very 
high  idea  x)f  his  character,  but  on  becoming  personally  ac- 
quainted with  him,  my  expectations  were  not  only  met  but 
greatly  exceeded.  His  external  appearance  was  in  no  re- 
spect different  from  that  of  the  neighbouring  peasants,  as  I 
took  him  at  an  unawares,  repairing  one  of  bis  fences ;  but  I 
soon  found  in  him,  not  only  the  kind,  hospitable,  and  unas- 
suming Icelander,  but  ^e  consist^At  Christian,  and  the  en- 
lightened, zealous,  and  indefatigable  servant  of  Jesus  Christ. 
His  learning  is  that  of  the  SkaOioU  school,  increased  by  pri- 
vate application,  and  the  improvement  of  his  time  since 
leaving  that  seminary,  in  studying  the  Scriptures,  the  ways 
and  operations  of  Providence,  and  the  different  phenomena 
of  mind  and  matter,  as  discoverable  within  the  sphere  he  oc- 
cupies. Hb  theological  system  is  that  of  Luther,  to  which 
he  has  undeviatingly  adhered,  notwithstanding  the  tnanifold 
temptations  which  the  scepticism  and  infidelity  of  modem 
times  have  thrown  in  his  way»  The  duties  of  the  Dean'^s 
office  are  chiefly  confined  to  the  secular  part  of  the  ecclesias* 
tical  state  in  Iceland  ;  but  Sira  Hialite,  though  strictly  con- 
scientious in  hb  discharge  of  thb  part  of  his  office,  views  it 
merely  as  the  subordinate  and  less  import^t  part.  His  pri- 
mary concern  is  the  advancement  of  the  spiritual  and  eter- 
nal welfare  of  the  clergy  and  people  committed  to  his  cluu*ge^ 
which  he  seeks  by  every  means  in  hb  power— preaching  die 
word  in  season  and  out  of  season,  charging,  admonishing,  re- 
buking, Sfc.  He  also  undertakes  long  joumies,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  catechising  youth,  and  inspecting  {he  state  of  his  pa- 
rishes, and  maintains  in  hb  own  family  habits  of  piety  tfpd 
religion. 

The  Stad  family  forms  almost  a  congregation  of  itself, 
consisting  of  not  fewer  than  twenty-^ht  persons,  to  provide 
for  whom  requires  no  small  share,  of  prudent  economy.  It 
b  worthy  of  notice,  that  Mrs  Jonson  derives  her  descent 
from  one  of  the  kings  of  Ireland,  through  the  line  of  a  fa- 
wly  which  settled  here  at  an  early  period  of  Icelandic  his- 
tory.   In  no  part  of  the  wcnrld  4p  we  finda  people  more  t^ 
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nackms  of  genealo^cal  descent  than  the  natives  of  this  dis- 
tant island ;  nor  is  there  perhaps  a  people  that  have  it  more 
m  their  power  to  ascertain  its  degrees  with  accuracy,  as  they 
have  always  been  animated  by  a  spirit  of  literary  researcl^ 
and  are  in  possesion  of  a  number  of  written  monuments 
which  enter  into  the  minutest  detail  of  the  family  transac- 
tions of  theif  ancestors. 

On  the  Slst  I  was  under  the  necessity  of  lnddinga£eu  to 
the  interesting  and  pious  family  at  Stady  after  partaking  of 
an  excdient  breakfast  provided  me  by  Mrs  Jonson.  The 
Dean  himself,  and  one  of  his  8on%  did  me  the  honour  to  ac 
company  me  two  days^  journey  to  the  southward.  The 
good  man  entered  with  his  whole  soul  into  the  plan  <^  the 
BiUe  Society,  and  hailed  the  present  opening  of  Divine  Pro- 
vidence  as  the  dawn  of  a  glorious  day  £o  the  Icelandic 
churdi. 

We  arrived  at  FeB  about  seven  o^clock  in  the  eveningi 
where  I  had  my  tent  pitched ;  and  set  off  the  fdlowing 
morning  across  the  steep  mountain  road  of  BUnsMh^  on  the 
west  ade  of  which  the  valley  is  situated  that  contains  the 
MokoBihoMigar^  a  number  of  banks  and  nang  grounds,  fiu 
mous  for  the  excellent  porcelain  earth  with  which  they 
abound.  *  As  we  proceeded  up  the  ascent  we  were  much 
retarded  by  a  lake,  which  was  entirely  covered  with  ice  and 
snow,  and  the  ice  being  in  many  places  rotten  beneath,  the 
horses  had  nearly  sunk  into  the  water.  On  reaching  the 
summit,  we  were  gratified  with  an  extenave  and  interesting 
prospect  Directly  before  us,  to  the  south-east,  lay  the  long 
Hqft-Yokul^  which  was  relieved  on  the  south  by  the  vast  ice- 
mountains  to  the  west  of  BldfeU^  and  on  the  north  by  the 
mountains  in  HunavatM-Sysady  which  project  in  a  norther, 
ly  clirecticm  between  the  Skaga  and  Hmiafiords.  Turning* 
towards  the  north,  we  had  a  fine  view  of  the  bold  promonto- 
ries of  Siranda  Syssel^  above  which  towered  the  Drdnga 
and  Gldma  ice^mountiuns,  the  only  masses  of  the  kind  in 
that  quarter  of  the  island.     They  are  not  so  high  as  the 

•  Mohi.  p.  28S. 
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other  ice  mountains,  but  exhibit  the  same  marks  of  volcani- 
zation.  * 

Descendii^  firom  the  mountains,  we  came  to  the  northern 
shore  of  the  Biirufiordy  a  beautiful  fiith,  which  runs  about 
twelve  miles  into  the  country,  but,  excepting  at  the  mouth, 
it  does  not  exceed  a  mile  in  breadth.  As  there  was  no  ferry 
for  the  accommodation  of  travellers,  we  were  obliged  to  ride 
round  the  bay,  which  added  several  miles  to  our  journey; 
however,  the  weather  being  uncommonly  fine,  and  our  con- 
versation increasii^  in  interest  the  longer  it  was  omtinued, 
we  were  altogether  unconadous  of  the  length  of  the  road* 
After  crossing  the  mountmn  of  StickuhMSf  we  arrived  at  the 
western  shore  of  the  extensive  HruUtfiord^  which  we  skirted, 
folbwing  its  numerous  eintiOBities,  and  pas^ng  now  and  then 
a  solitary  farm,  till  abocrt  midnight,  when  we  reached  Bce^ 
the  abode  of  the  Sysselman,  Mr  Jonson,  who,  with  his  fai- 
mily,  was  still  on  foot,  and  received  us  in  the  most  courteous 
and  hospitable  manner. 

The  23d,  at  noon,  I  tore  myself  away  from  the  excellent 
Dean,  who  intended  to  spend  the  rest  of  the  day  in  cate^ 
chising,  and  im)ceeded  with  the  Sysselman  to  the  termina-. 
tion  of  the  HntUtfiord,  where  he  engaged  a  young  man  Uk 
guide  me  through  the  desart  tract  which  occupies  the  inter* 
mediate  space  between  the  north  country  and  the  Syssel  of 
Borgarfiord  in  the  south.  The  road  is  known  by  the  nam* 
of  HoUta-vorduJieidi ;  and  after  leaving  the  river  whidi 
empties  itself  into  the  bay,  and  here  runs  in  a  deep  and'con^ 
fined  channel,  it  stretches  across  an  immense  number  of 
small  heights  partially  covered  with  moss,  and  bearing  eve* 
ry  character  of  volcanic  origin. 

We  set  out  for  the  mountains  about  seven  o^elock  in  the 
evening,  and  contimied  gradually  to  ascmd  till  near  twelve 
at  night,  when  I  was  favoured  with  the  most  novel  and  in- 
teresting midnight  scene  I  ever  witnessed :  the  sun  remain-^ 
ing  as  if  stationary  a  little  above  the  horizon  for  about  half 
an  hour,  when  he  again  commenced  his  ascent,  and  pursued 

*  OUfMO  og  Fovclfen,  p.  405. 
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bis  steady,  undeviatbg  course,  through  the  northern  hemi- 
sphere. 

At  first  I  was  afraid  I  should  have  been  denied  this  gra- 
tification; fi>r,  after  lingering  for  a  loi^  ^e  above  the 
hi^  mountains  in  the  remote  tracts  of  Strcmda  Syssel,  h^ 
at  last  dipped  behind  them,  but  as  I  rode  on,  and  still  gain»- 
ed  a  higher  part  of  the  desert,  I  was  agreeably  surprised  to 
observe  the  shadow  of  my  horse  on  the  height  b^ore  me, 
and  turning  round,  I  found  that  the  sun  had  again  left  the 
mountains,  and  now  appeared  almost  close  to  the  surface  of 
the  ocean.  Not  being  certain  whether  he  might  not  have 
dijqped  during  his  absence,  I  kept  my  eye  steadily  fixed 
upion  him,  when  I  found  that  he  still  continued  to  decline^ 
but  when  within  a  very  Uttle  of  the  horizon,  he  remained  in 
the  same  degree  of  altitude,  only  going  forwards,  and  as 
maitioned  above,  again  began  his  ascent  in  the  course  of 
half  an  hour. 

Though  my  curiosity  had  already  been  highly  gratified  in 
ffli^i^ynplAring  th^  multipUcity  of  surprising  phenomena  which 
this  islaad  presents  to  the  view  of  the  traveller,  I  felt  my* 
self  compelled  to  as^gn  the  proi|)ect  now  before  me  an  im« 
portapt  place  in  my  assemblage  of  wonders.  Close  by,  to- 
wards the  west,  lay  the  TroUaJcyrhiay  or  <<  Gianf  s  ChimJi^^ 
an  ancient  ygk^BOf^  the  walls  of  whose  crater  rose  in  a  verjr 
^taatic  manner  ix^  the  atmosphere,  while  the  lower  re* 
fffODM  were  entirely  covered  with  snow ;  to  the  south  and 
east  stretched  ai|  immense  in^)enetrable  waste,  enlivened  on 
the  one!  hand  by  a  number  of  lakes,  and  in  the  distance  by 
vast  icB-mountains,.  whose  glassy  surfiu^i,  receiving  the  rayi^ 
q£  the  midnight  sun,  communicated  a  golden  tinge  to  the 
suJTounding  atmosphere ;  while,  towards  the  north,  the  long 
bay  of  HruUjfiord  gradually  opened  into  the  ocean.  Here 
the  king  of  .di^,  like  a  vast  globe  oi  fire,  stretched  his  scep- 
tre orer  the  reahQs  of  mght^— divested  indeed  of  his  splen- 
dour, but  mpre  interesting,  because  more  subject  to  view. 
Th(9  sini^i^  of  swans  on  the  neighbguring  lakes  added  to 
the  Bovel^  of  the  scene,  and  called  forth  ascriptions  of 
praisi^  to  Bin  wbo^^  ^^  works  are  all  made  in  wisdcmi,'*  and 
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tend  in  one  way  or  another  to  magnify  his  glory,  and  ad- 
vance the  genend  welfare  of  created  being. 

As  I  continued  my  journey,  the  train  of  my  meditation 
fell  upon  that  subUme  passage  in  the  prophet  Isaiah,  where, 
describing  in  prophetic  anticipation  tlie  future  prosperity  of 
the  church,  he  declares,  **  Thy  swn  shdU  no  more  go  dowfiy 
neither  shall  thy  moon  withdraw  itself:  for  Jehovah  shall 
be  thine  everlasting  light,  and  the  days  of  thy  mourning 
shall  be  ended.'"  Isa.  Ix.  W.  In  the  spectacle  I  had  just  be- 
held, the  prophetic  image  itself  was  fully  unfolded  to  my 
view ;  and  the  contemplation  of  the  universality  and  perpe- 
tuity of  Divine  Light,  in  connection  with  the  means  at  pre- 
sent 90  effectively  used  for  its  diffusion  throughout  the 
world,  animated  me  to  devote  myself  afresh  to  the  work  of 
the  Lord,  and,  in  reliance  on  grace  from  above,  to  oontn- 
bute,  to  the  utmost  of  my  pow^,  towards  the  impartation  of 
that  light  to  every  human  soul. 

The  tract  now  b^an  to  slope  towards  the  south  country; 
ahd,  after  crossing  a  stream  of  lava,  we  descended  to  the 
banks  of  the  Nordurd^  which  we  forded  repeatedly,  now 
riding  on  the  right,  and  now  on  the  left  ade  of  die  river. 
About  seven  in  the  morning  we  reached  the  farm  of  Hvam^ 
in  Nordurdrdalj  where  I  pitched  my  tent,  and  slept  till  noon; 
when  finding  it  still  too  early  to  re-load  my  hOTses,  I  resol- 
ved to  ascend  Mount  Barda^  a  Angular  cone  in  the  vicinity, 
which  is  at  least  8000  feet  in  hei^t,  and  is  visible  from, 
many  distant  parts  of  the  island.  It  forms  the  southern 
boundary  of  a  vast  oval  valley,  or  crater,  containing  several 
other  cones  of  a  smaller  size,  the  red  appearance  of  which, 
and  the  general  aspect  of  the  surrounding  tract,  leave  no 
loom  to  doubt  of  their  having  been  produced  by  volcanic 
agency. 

On  readiing  the  base  of  Baula^  I  was  surprieed  to  find 
the  whole  of  its  lower  regions  consisted  of  a  singular  kind  of 
white-coloured  basaltes,  none  of  which  lay  in  thdr  original 
bed^  but  were  scattered  about,  and  {nled  one  above  ano- 
ther in  the  wildest  disorder.  They  are,  for  the  mcwt  part, 
five  and  seven-sided ;  some  have  three,  and  a  few  nine  sides; 
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mni  meafiure  from  three  to  seven  feet  in  length,  by  five  and 
nine  inches  in  diameter.  I  here  scrambled  for  more  than 
an  hour  among  these  broken  jnllars,  not  without  oonaidenu 
ble  danger,  from  thdr  loose  state,  and  the  excessive  steep- 
ness of  the  mountain ;  and  the  longer  I  continued  among 
them,  the  more  my  curiosity  was  excited,  to  investigate  the 
r^on  from  which  they  had  been  predjntated.  However, 
before!  had  reached  the  elevaticm  of  1900  feet,  the  mountain 
got  shrouded  in  mist ;  it  hegui  to  blow  and  rain  with  con. 
siderable  violence ;  and  a  regard  for  my  own  safety  and 
comfort,  not  any  tincture  of  the  superstition  that  had  all  the 
while  assailed  the  mind  of  my  attendant,  *  prmnpted  me  to 
descend  as  quickly  as  posable,  and  seek  for  shelter  in  the 
tranquillity  of  the  neighbouring  vale.  Two  basaltic  jnllars 
fit>m  this  mountain,  which  were  afterwards  conveyed  to  me 
by  the  peasant  of  Hvam,  I  forwarded  to  Scotland,  where  I 
intended  to  have  submitted  them  to  chemical  examination ; 
but  on  my  arrival,  I  was  sorry  to  find  they  had  both  been 
taken  out  of  the  box,  and  not  so  much  as  a  single  specimen 
Idl  to  serve  the  purpose  I  had  in  view  in  sending  them 
borne.  (Haften  and  Povdsoi  call  the  Baula  stone,  Saaum 
Thophaceum  albidem  cclumnare  rive  BiuaUi/brmej  and  re- 
gard it  as  the  production  of  bcMling  water,  to  which  they  as- 
cribe  the  originatioQ  c^  aU  the  white-cdoured  mountains  in 
Iceland,  f  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  Mouni  BiHiIa 
was  not  examined  by  SirGteovge  Mackenzie  and  his  party, 
when  they  were  in  iSie  vicinity,  as  it  is  incontestiUy  the  most 
remarkable  mountain  on  the  island,  and  m^t  have  frar« 


*  The  ideas  whidi  'the  nathes  entertain  o^  this  mountain,  an  accurately  de- 
jected by  Mr  Hooker :  «*  The  mountain,  abo,  called  Boulaj  from  iti  great 
beightand  conical  flgnre,  fimned  a|»rominent  feature  in  die  icene  s  xtigHlw- 
wiae  desenring  of  notico,  on  account  of  the  TUlgar  idea,  thai  thaw  if  on  it!  ram- 
mit,  (whidi,  hy  the  bye,  has  proved  inacceariblo  to  all  who  hare  attempted  to 
reach  it,)  an  entrance  to  a  rich  and  bcautiftii  country;  a  country  constantly  green, 
and  aboundbg  fai  trees,  inhabited  by  a  dwarftdi  race  ci  men,  whose  sok  cm- 
ploymwtistbecare  of  Adr  inolloeks  orshee^**  TWr  <» /edisiid,  vol.  i 
p*»a 
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mshed  them  inih  some  new  and  curious  iacts  in  geokigiear 
science. 

The  Batda  basalt  is  chiefly  used  for  tombstones,  to  which 
it  is  naturally  adapted,  without  the  assistance  of  art  ^  That 
it  was  applied  ta  this  purpose,  so  early  as  the  eleventh  cen- 
tury, appears  from  the  specimen  at  Borg  in  the  Syssel  of 
Myrar,  amtaining  an  epitaj^  on  Kiartan  Olafson,  who  was 
assassinated  in  SvinadcUy  in  the  year  1004.  As  it  is^the 
most  ancient  Runic  inscription  found  in  Iceland,  I  will  here 
insert  a  copy  of  it,  taken  &om  the  xvii.  table  of  Olafsen  pg 
Povelsen  :— 

SBR  LieR  KAI.&  KA&TAir, 

*<  Here  lies  the  brave  Kiartan.** 

The  last  character  is  composed  of  the  Runic  lettiers  ^gni- 
fying  ^'  Olafson.*"    The  smaller  characters  at  ihe  end  are  no 
longer  l^ble,  but  are  supposed  to-  have  signified^  f^^  ^f 
afsdti  deidiy  *^  Died  of  a  wound  inflicted  in  strife  C  or  F^ 
svik  qfsdri  deydiy  ^^  Died  of  a  treacherous  wound.*"  * 

About  five  o^clock  I  again  struck  my  tent,  and  proceeded 
under  the  guidance  of  the  peasant  across  the  hilL^  that  lie  to 
the  south-east  of  Hvam.  They  are  very  stony,  of  no  great 
height,  and  are  regularly  intersected  by  long  parallel  dales, 
and  the  whole  tract  indicates  the  operations  of  the  sea  at 
some  former  period.  Having  crossed  the  Thverd^  a^  fine 
salmon  river,  which  falls  into  the  HvUAj  a  Uttle  farther 
down^  I  gtuned  a  beautiful  Inrch  wood,  which  extended 
jover  a  considerable  flat,  and  on  which  my  eye  rested  with 
considerable  delight,  not  having  seen  a  shrub  for  several 
weeks.  In  the  evening  I  pitched  my  tent  in  the  plain  be- 
fore the  church  and  farm  of  NordkmgUy  and  made  a  deli- 
4»ous  supper  on  iresh  salmon,  which  was  kindly  sent  me  by 
the  widow  who  occufHes  the  farm. 

Next  day  I  rode  on  to  Sidumuloy  where  I  expected  to 
find  tiie  Sysselman,  Mr  Otteson,  but  on  my  arrival  I  was  in- 
formed of  his  having  gone  with  his  lady  to  HvUdrvellir. 
My  disappointment,  however,  ^a»  in  wme  measure  retriev* 

*  Reise,  p.  2S4. 
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ed  by  my  falling  in  with  the  clergyman,  Sira  Hiortr  Jonson 
of  GiUbackoj  who  had  the  kindness  to  accompany  me  to 
RtykhclU^  the  ancient  residence  of  the  great  northern  He- 
rodotus^ Snorro  Sturluson.  Having  crossed  the  ffvUdy  and 
struggled  through  a  number  of  dangearous  bogs,  we  entered 
Reykiadaiy  or  the  <^  Valley  of  Smoke,^  justly  so  named  from 
the  numerous  columns  of  vapour  which  its  hot  spiings  inces* 
santly  send  forth  into  the  atmosphere. 

Reykhdli  is  at  present  occupied  by  Sira  Egert  Jonson, 
the  Dean  of  Borgarfiord  SysseL  He  was  also  absent  on  our 
arrival,  but  we  were  made  welcome  by  the  female  part  of 
the  family,  and  on  the  arrival  of  my  bagga^,  I  had  my 
tent  jHtched  on  the  summit  c£  the  vMAy  *  a  circular  mouod 
erf*  earth,  forming  the  most  eminent  tiemains  of  the  f<»tifica^ 
tion,  which,  in  f<nrmer  times,  surrounded  the  faroL  On  his 
removing  to  this  place,  Snorro  Sturluson  not  only  repured 
and  enlarged  the  buildmgs,  but  indosed  the  wlK>le  with  a 
•hi^  and  strong  wall  as  a  defienoe  against  the  attacks  of  his 
enemies :  for,  in  spite  oi  the  exoelleiit  regulaticms  which  ex* 
isted  during  the  Icelandic  repuUic  for  securing  individual 
safety,  the  intestme  broils  of  the  different  chieftams,  in  which 
Snorro,  in  his  time,  had  an  eminent  share,  exposed  thelead- 
ing  men  to  the  rage  and  wantonness  of  the  contending  parties. 
The  extent  of  the  wall  may  yet  be  traced,  but  it  is  nowhere 
so  ooHspieuous  as  here,  where  a  wBtch4ower  seems  to  have 
stood,  and  throu^  winch  a  subterraneous  passage  has  com- 
municated  with  the  SnorraJaugy  or  <<  Snorro^s  Bath,^  flitu« 
ated  directly  at  its  base. 

Thiahath^  which  has  survived  the  ravages  of  nearly  600 
years,  without  requiring  any  reparatkm,  is  doubtless,  next 
to  the  HeimskringiOj  the  proudest  qiecimen  of  Snorro's  in- 
genuity, and  f<nrms  a  nobler  monument  than  any  which  the 
most  zealous  of  his  admirers  could  have  arected  to  his  me- 
mory. It  is  perfectly  drcular  in  form,  about  fifteen  feet  in 
diameter,  and  is  constructed  of  hewn  stones,  which  fit  each 

*  Hence  Soutfawad^  led.  SnivkiO,  the  toutiiem  fintiftcatioii  eonvtracted  by 
ihe  DaaeB  in  the  days  of  Etbebed,  fnd  to  cstXied  becaote  it  li^  on- the  t9uth  side 
of  the  Thames. 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


888  KEYKHOLLt- 

other  in  the  most  exact  manner,  and  have  been  joined  toge- 
ther by  a  fine  cement  of  bolus,  and  other  matter  found  in 
the  neighbourhood.  The  floor  is  paved  with  the  same  kind 
of  tophaceous  stone  which  composes  the  wall,  and  a  stone 
bench,  capable  of  containing  upwards  of  thirty  persons,  sur- 
rounds the  inside  of  the  bath.  The  water  is  supplied  from 
a  hot  spouting  fountain,  called  ScrHia^  which  id  atuated 
about  500  feet  in  a  northerly  direction,  in  a  hot  morass, 
where  numerous  boiling  spings  make  th^  appearance.  It 
is  conveyed  by  means  of  a  subterraneous  aqueduct,  con- 
structed of  stones^  which  are  cemented  together  in  the  same 
way  as  those  wUch  form  the  bath.  In  the  year  178S,  this 
conduit  was  deranged  by  an  earthquake,  and  again  rqiaired 
by  the  tteverend  Dean  Finn  Jonson,  aftenrards  bishop  of 
SkaOujU  ;^  but  it  has  siiioe  been  broken  at  different  places. 
On  reaching  the  baaon,  the  hot  water  is  admitted  through  a 
small  aperture,  and  when  a  sufiident  quantity  has  been  re- 
ceived, the  orifice  is  closed  up  with  a  stone,  and  the  water 
runs  in  its  common  diannd  down  the  valley.  There  is 
another  cq^ening  at  the  bottom  of  the  bason  throu^  whidi 
the  water  is  suffered  to  run  out,  and  the  bath  is  by  this 
means  rendered  perfectly  dean. 

In  most  of  the  descriptions  we  have  cf  this  famous  bath^ 
it  has  been  affirmed^  that  a  supply  of  cold  water  is  likewise 
brought  to  the  bascm  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  tem- 
perature ;  but  the  statement  is  inaccurate,  as  there  does  not 
exist  any  cold  water  in  the  v^dni^,  nor  cm  any  other  beob- 
tained  for  economical  or  domestic  purposes  than  what  is 
brought  from  the  hot  springs,  f  Those  who  avail  them- 
selves of  it,  have  to  wait  till  the  water  in  the  bason  has  suC- 
ficiently  cooled,  when  they  descend  by  a  flight  of  steps,  aad 
may  have  any  depth  they  dioose,  not  exceeding  four  feet 
'As  the  floor  recedes  firom  the  centre  it  gradually  becomes 
diallower,  and  dose  to  the  bench  it  is  not  deeper  than  toad- 

*  S«e  Heimdariiig|A,ToL  L  p.  zxzL  of  the  Pnfree. 
ttug  9^  mwn  doBMitiiciiiii  rt  gwiWfiitr^iiTTi  *wwtt  Iwifft  tvilhlbttpf  iito>>**    Ibid* 
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mh  t>r  children  standing  in  it.  In  fonner  times,  it  was  cus- 
tomary  for  the  whole  fiunily,  without  distinction  of  age  or 
sex,  to  go  to  the  bath  together,  and  in  scmie  parts  of  the 
island  it  is  practised  at  this  day. 

Owing  to  the  infrequency  of  its  use,  I  found  Snorroriaug 
rather  in  a  neglected  state ;  the  water  wa$;  muddy,  and  a 
quantity  of  soil  had  collected  at  the  bottom.  Having  inti- 
mated a  wish  to  bathe  in^it,  the  plug  was  taken  out  of  the 
draining  hole,  and  the  current  of'  hot  water  frcMn  ScriUa 
was  suffered  to  fiow  freely  through  it  the  whole  of  the  ni^t, 
so  that  on  the  morning  cf  the  S(ith,  before  dressing,  1  step- 
ped down  to  it  from  my  tent,  and  had  an  opportunity  of  en- 
joying and  appreciating  to  the  full  the  benefidal  luxury  of 
the  laug. 

'  Besides  the  bath,  the  LagrHia,  situated  nearly  in  front  of 
thepars(MU^e,and  the  SiurlungareUurj  a  part  of  the  diurch- 
yar4,  where  the  fisunily  of  the  historian  is  supposed  to  have 
been  intercede  tend  to  keep  up  his  memory  at  SeykhoHt. 

Snono  Sturluson,  certainly  one  of  the  most  powerful  and 
celebrated  chiefs  evier  Iceland  produced,  was  bom,  as  has 
already  b^en  nptifsed  ijx  the  preceding  chapter,  at  Hvam,  on 
the  Hvomgfiord^  ifx  the  year  117B.  At  three  years  of  age,  he 
was  sent  to  Oddi^  where  he  received  an  excellent  education 
from  Jon  I«optsoD,  a  vjsry  rich  and  learned  chief,  and  grand- 
son  of  Saemund  Frqde.  Having  access  tp  the  MSS.  and 
other  antiquities  bekm^g  to  the  family,  it  was  doubtless 
here  that  he  laid  the  foundatipn  of  his  Eddaic  mythology, 
and  cultivated  the  hbtorical  and  poetic  arts ;  his  proficiency 
in  wl^ch  afterwards  procured  him  such  a  high  degree  of  li- 
terary iame.  On  the  death  of  his  (utor  in  1197,  he  left 
Oddiy  and  married  the  daughter  pf  a  rich  priest  who  lived 
at  Borgj  on  the  western  shoiip  of  the^  Borge^hrdy  by  which 
match  he  added  no  less  than  4000  rix^oUars  to  the  small 
poperty  of  160,  which  was  all  that  had  been  left  him  by 
his  father.  In  the  course  of  a  few  years,  he  not  only  suc- 
ceeded to  the  inheritance  of  Borg,  but  obtained  possession 
of  ReykholUf  Bessagtadj  and  several  other  considerable 
f^rms ;  and  ultimately  became  so  powerftil,  that  hesome^^ 
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times  made  his  appearance  at  the  national  assembly  with 
eight  or  nine  hundred  mei  in  bis  train.  His  leanung  and 
abilities  also  raised  him  to  the  office  of  L^gt^umadur^  or 
Supreme  Magistrate,  which  office  he  snstained  at  two^  diffinr- 
ent  periods. 

But  the  celebrity  of  Snono  Sturluson  was  ncA,  confined  t9 
Iceiand.  A  poem  which  he  composed  in  praise  of  Haoon 
Galin,  a  powerful  Norwegian  larl,  not  only  procured  ban 
the  favour  of  that  )»inoe,  but  paved  the  way  for  a  visit  to 
that  part  of  the  continent,  about  the  year  1S18«  where  he 
was  well  received  by  Skule  larl,  and  other  noUe  ftmilies, 
whose  exploits  had  been  the  subject  of  his  ScakBe  muse. 
He  was  here  raised  to  the  dignity  of  DrcHseHf  or  Lord  High 
Marshal,  with  which  office  was  aft^wards  combined  that  ci 
Xiord  Lieutenant ;  and,  in  return,  he  engaged  to  effect  the 
reduction  of  his  native  island,  tmder  the  power  of  the  lari, 
by  the  mere  force  of  his  own  private  influence.  The  only 
apology  that  can  be  made  for  this  traitorous  conduct  is,  that 
Snorro  was  induced  to  make  the  proposition  to  prevent  the 
island  from  bang  invaded  by  a  military  force,  as  he  saw  the 
larl  was  determined  on  its  subjugation.  The  private  feuda 
in  which  he  got  involved  after  his  return,  prevented  him 
from  carrying  his  design,  if  it  really  was  ancere,  into  effect. 
These  feuds,  kindled  for  the  most  part  by  his  own  turbn* 
lence,  ambition,  and  avarice,  at  length  completely  turned 
the  tide  of  his  fortune,  and  he  was  not  only  chased  from  the 
most  of  his  estates,  but  obliged  to  flee  for  refuge  to  Norway, 
where  he  was  but  coolly  received ;  and  though  he  was  after- 
wards created  larl,  he  found  his  safety  so  much  at  stake, 
that  he  again  set  sail  Soar  Iceland,  in  the  year  lSd9,  contrary 
to  the  express  orders  of  his  former  patron,  and  took  up  his 
abode  at  ReykholUy  where  he  was  assassnated  on  the  night 
of  the  S2d  of  September  H41,  in  the  68d  year  of  his  age. 
His  murderer,  Gissur  Thorvaldson,  formerly  his  soiwin-law, 
had  received  orders  from  Hacon,  King  ci  Norway,  to  bring 
Snorro  over  as  a  prisoner ;  and  if  this  could  not  be  cflfected, 
to  take  away  his  life :  but  having  an  eye  to  his  estates^  he 
resolved  at  once  to  adopt  the  latter  measure.    It »  not  ttn^ 
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^erihy  of  notice,  that  thoij^  Snorro  was  deeply  skilled  in' 
the  antiquities  of  his  country,  he  was  not  Me  to  decipher  a 
letter  written  to  him  jn  a  peculiikr  Runic  character,  the  same 
n%ht  in  whidi  he  was  murdered,  and  which  was  deogned 
to  apprize  him  of  the  impending  dai^ier. 

The  Heimskringlaj  or  •Chronicle  of  the  Kings  of  Nor- 
way, for  which  we  are  indebted  to  the  pen  of  Snorro,  is  a 
master-piece  of  historical  coihposition,  and  not  only  embraces 
the  internal  affidrs  of  the  Scandinavian  kingdoms,  but  thrown 
much  light  on  the  political  state  of  the  rest  of  Europe,  espe- 
cially that  of  the  Britbh  islands.  It  was  first  published^ 
with  a  Latin  transkticm,  by  Peringskiold^  in  two  fcdio  to- 
lumes,  Stockhohn,  1697;.  but  the  Copenhagen  edition  of 
1777, 1778,  1788,  and  181S,  in  four  volumes  folio,  with  a 
Danish  and  Latin  vermon,  b  vastfy  superior.  There  is  also 
«very  reason  to  conclude,  that  our  historian  cdlected  and 
arranged  the  mythological  fables  and  poetic  phrases,  of 
which  the  more  reoent  or  prosaic  Edda  is  chiefly  composed^ 
its  it  is  catain  he  is  the  author  of  the  Hdttafykillf  or  Clavis 
Metrica,  which  contains  specimens  of  Scandinavian  poetry 
in  a  hundxed  diffierecit  kinds  of  verse,  most  of  whidi  appear 
to  have  been  invented  by  Snorro  himself. 

In  a  clear  day,  and  cahn  weather,  the  view  from  Reyk^ 
holU  is  tendered  pecidiarly  interestiBg,  by  the  prodigioas 
clouds  of  vi^ur  YfYnA.  ascend  from  various  parts  of  the 
^<  Valley  4if  Smoke  ;^  and  whidi,  at  Arst  flight,  would  almost 
lead  a  stranger  to  conclude,  that  a  volcanic  eruption  had 
actually  oonmienced  in  the  vicinity*  As  the  Dean  was  not 
expected  home  before  evenii^,  llr  Jonson  and  I  made  a 
short  excurmcm  in  the  valley,  frr  the  purpose  of  surveying 
the  springs. 

We  first  visited  the  Stiurht^q^ciaJifoerarj  situated  dose 
to  a  farm  of  the  same  name,  about  two  miles  bdow  Reyk- 
hoOi.  The  prindpat  spring  is  remarkable  fi^r  its  three  aper« 
tures,  the  lowest  of  wUch  serves  as  a  conduit  for  the  boiling 
water,  while  the  two  that  are  ntuate  a  little  higher  up  an- 
swer  the  purpose  <^  steam^pipes,  through  which  the  vapour 
makes  its  escape  during  the  discharge  of  the  water.    This, 
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of  all  the  qpriogt  Ihave  met  with  in  Iceland^  most 
hies  a  steam-engiiie.  When  an  eruption  is  over,  it  inter. 
mitSy  and  the  water  sinks  out  of  sight  for  t)ie  space  of  about 
fifteen  seconds ;  after  which,  the  engine  is  again  set  in  mo- 
tioo,  the  steam  rushes  out  of  the  two  apotures  with  a  loud 
hissing  noise,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  water  is  dis- 
charged. It  .is  seldom  the  eruption  continues  longer  than  a 
minute.  The  water  is  reodved  about  ten  yards  farther 
down  into  a  circulai*  bason,  which  is  both  used  as  a  bath, 
and  a  watering-place  for  the  cattle  in  winter.  The  other 
subordinate  springs,  especially  that  called  HundaJiver^  ap- 
pear to  be  connected  with  the  one  just  described;  but,  ex^ 
cepting  a  few  incrustations,  they  present  no  phenomena 
worthy  of  notice. 

Our  attention  was  next  attracted  by  a  vapour  bath,  reu 
semUing  that  near  R^ckMid,*  a  low  building  constructed 
over  the  stream  of  boiling  water  before  it  reaches  the  reser- 
Voir  of  the  principal  qprii^,  from  which  it  is  separated  by  a 
thin  flocMT,  so  that  the  heat  in  the  inside  is  6S^  of  Fahren- 
beit;  though  the  door  remain  unshut.  The  passage  fornu 
ing  the  entrance  is  not  atdy  long,  but  extremely  low  and 
confined,  so  that  we  were  obliged  to  creep  into  \U  We 
found  a  quantity  of  clothes  hung  up  in  it  to  dry,  the  only 
purpose  for  which  it  is  used,  except  when  frequented  for  the 
cure  of  diseases. 

We  now  proceeded  to  the  Tungu-hverary  which  lie  at  the 
distance  of  a  mile  farther  down,  on  the  same  side  of  the  vaL 
ley ;  and  as  the  wind  blew  the  smdce  directly  upon  us,  it 
was  not  without  some  danger  that  we  approached  them. 
Having  cautiously  leaped  over  a  rivulet  of  bcnling  water,  I 
took  my  station  hi  front  of  the  springs;  but,  ere  I  waa 
awnre,  I  was  nearly  suffi)cated  with  hot  and  dense  vapours, 
which  so  closely  surrounded  me,  that  I  could  neither  see  my 
companion,  nor  how  tojnake  my  escape  from  the  qpot  on 
which  I  stood.  At  the  distance  of  only  a  few  yards  bef<»e 
me  roared  not  fewer  than  sixteen  baling  cauldrons,  the  con- 
tents of  which,  raised  in  broken<coIumns  of  various  heights, 
•  Seepi^l47. 
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were  sfdashed  about  the  maxgins,  and  ran  with  great  hnpe- 
tuoBity  in  numberless  streamlets  down  the  precipiee  on  which 
the  springs  are  situate.  What  augmented  the  irksomeness 
of  my  situation,  was  the  partial  darkness  in  whidi  the  whde 
tract  was  enveloped,  so  that  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  fiirm 
any  distinct  idea  of  the  terrif3ring  operations  that  were  gobg 
on  before  me.  After  the  wind  had  somewhat  abated,  the 
vapours  began  to  ascend  more  perpendicularly,  and  I  again 
discovered  Mr  Jonson,  who  was  in  no  small  degree  con- 
cerned about  my  safe^. 

Having  re-crossed  the  scalding  rivulet,  and  jmned  my 
companion,  we  ascended  the  eminence,  on  the  east  aide  c£ 
whidi  the  kettles  are  utuate,  where  we  supposed  it  would 
be  possible  to  have  taken  a  full  view  of  them;  but  the  steam 
being  blown  ^down  upon  them  by  the  wind,  they  were  al- 
most entirely  eclipsed,  and  we  had  no  oppcntunity  of  con- 
templating the  beautiful  alternations  so  minutely  described 
by  Sir  Greorge  Mackenzie  and  other  travellers.  The  whole 
of  the  eminence  consists,  of  several  layers  of  red,  blue,  and 
white  bolus,  which  is  so  soft,  that  a  pde  may  be  thrust  into 
it  with  ease,  and  so  hot,  that  it  is  imposuble  to  hold  oneV 
hand  more  than  an  inch  or  two  beneath  the  surface.  In  the 
vicmiity  (^  die  springs,  the  bolus  has  been  consideraUy  har- 
dened by  the  action  of  the  hot  water,  and  appears  to  be 
fiarming  into  jasp^. 

After  examining  a  number  of  boiling  qprings  on  the  ep- 
posite  nde  of  the  valley,  s6me  of  whidi  erupt  the  water  widi 
considerable  violence ;  we  repaired  to  the  Jr-kver^  or  <<  Bi^ 
ver  Spring,"*  so  called  because  it  is  situated  in  the  middle  of 
the  river  which  divides  the  valley.'  Here,  on  the  sununit  of 
a  small  rock  about  eight  or  ten  feet  in  height,  are  three  cnri- 
fices  full  €i  boiling  water,  two  of  which  project  the  wata;> 
with  viol^ioe  into  the  air,  and  send  f(»th  such  a  quanti^  of 
steam  as  nearly  to  cover  the  river,  though  it  be  of  consider- 
able breadth.  We  endeavoured  to  measure  the  depth  of 
the  hdes,  but  owing  to  thar  irr^ularity,  the  plummet  could 
not  aide  farther  than  twen^  feet  Singular  as  the  situation 
and  appearance  of  this  firing  is,  the  travelltf  is  still  iQojpo 
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surprised  to  observe  from  a  Kne  of  steam  rising  from  tlie 
surface  of  the  river,  that  a  vein  of  boifing  water  £»ces  its 
way  through  the  very  bed  into  the  ixid  stream ;  but,  in-  - 
•deed,  the  whole  valley  seems  to  be  transversed  in  ^various 
Erections  by  subterranean  excavations,  the  water  in  which 
is  heated  by  some  common  conflagration. 

On  the  27th,  after  having  made  the  necessary  arrange- 
itients  with  the  Dean  relative  to  the  drculation  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, I  took  leave  of  the  fimily  at  ReykholU^  where  I  had 
been  treated  with  disdnguished  kindness,  and  prosecuted 
my  journey,  accompanied  by  the  Dean  and  Ms  two  ddest 
sons,  from  whose  society,  however,  I  could  profit  but  litde, 
owing  to  the  violent  wind  and  rain,  which  continued  almost 
the  whole  of  the  day.  Passing  the  mouth  of  lAmd-Reykkt- 
daiy  and  fording  the  Grimsdy  a  fine  salmon  river,  we  had  to 
^icounter  a  rugged  mountain-pass,  on  the  oth^  side  of 
which  we  ent^ed  the  beautiful  valley  ofSkorradal;  and, 
after  scrambling  through  a  number  of  dangerous  bogs, 
reached  the  margin  of  a  spadous  lake,  whidi  we  found  al. 
most  surrounded  with  a  fine  wood  of  birch. 

The  road  now  lay  up  a  steep  pass  on  the  ncsrth  ade  of 
ihe  Eastern  Skardsheidi,  where  the  mountains  wore  every 
appearance  of  having  been  terribly  omvulsed  by  fire,  and 
brought  us,  in  the  course  of  two  hours,  into  SxAnadal^"  a 
long  but  narrow  valley,  abounding  in  excellent  hay,  and  di- 
vided by  a  long  lake,  which  suppHes  the  inhabitants  wiUi 
plenty  of  trout 

About  six  oVlock  in  the  evening  we  reached  the  churdi 
and  parsonage  of  ScturbcPy  on  the  nordiem  shore  of  the 
Hvahftiordf  where  we  were  made  cordially  welcome  by  the 
ineumbent,  an  aged  man  of  seventy-four.  To  whatever  port 
of  this  surprising  island  the  traveller  may  turn,  he  is  sure  to 
meet  irith  some  phenomenon  or  other,  either  of  a  physical 
or  moral  nature.  Here,  at  a  small  farm  capable  only  of  a£> 
fiording  pasture  toafew sheep  and  cattle,  andmth  a  stipoid 
of  about  thirty  rix  doUBTs  per  aumum,  I  was  not  a  little  as- 
hmished  to  find  a  man  who  had  read  more  of  his  Hebrew 
iraUe  than  hundreds  of  the  move  opdeBt  clergy  in  Great  Bii- 
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(tain.  Nor  is  it  less  surpri^g,  diat  he  had  aj-eady  gained 
hia  sixtieth  year  ere  he  entertained  any  idea  of  studying  the 
original  language  of  the  OM  TesUunent  He  was  induced  ' 
to  commenoe  this  study  with  the  view  of  satisfying  his  own 
nrnid  in  regard  to  the  true  sense  of  Scriptore,  being  con- 
nrinced,  that  this  was  the  only  way  in  which  he  could  deter« 
mne  whether  the  translaticm  giyen  in  the  Icelandic,  or  that 
'Contained  in  the  Danbh  Bible^  was  the  most  consonant  to 
&e  ori^al.  Having,  through  the  kindness  of  Bishop  Vi* 
^din,  been  provided  with  a  small  Hebrew  Grammar,  the 
excellent  large-lettered  edition  of  the  Hebrew  Bible  by  Opi- 
tius,  and  Simonis  Hebrew  Lexicon,  he  applied  with  ardour 
to  his  task,  and  was  able  in  a  short  time  to  read  the  historic 
cal  books  with  ease.  The  psalms  next  claimed  his  attention ; 
and  be  is  now  aUe,  with  the  assistance  of  the  lexicon,  to  re- 
solve even  the  most  intricate  parts  of  the  Hebrew  text  to  his 
own  satis£Eu;tion  and  edification.  He  has  also  written  out 
beautiful  alphabets  of  the  Syriac  and  Arabic  languages,  and 
composed  a  pretty  extensive  glossary  in  Latin,  English, 
French,  and  Crerman.  As  he  hears  with  difiiculty,  it  wad 
impossible  for  me  to  converse  much  with  him ;  but  he  soon 
took  occasion  to  express  his  happiness  at  the  supply  of  Bibles 
that -had  been  sent  to  his  countrymen,  and  rejoiced  to  hear 
of  the  progress  of  true  religion  in  different  parts  of  the 
worid. 

Finding  that  my  host  had  determined  to  pnoceed  to  Ret^ 
Jciavik  the  following  day,  I  did  not  leave  Saurbce  so  early 
as  I  intended,  but  waited  till  the  afternoon,  when,  taking  aen 
affectionate  fBTewdl  of  ihe  Thaxk  €)f  Borgarflord  and  his  two 
sons,  we  set  out  along  the  shcrcB  of  the  Hvalfiord,  or  Whale* 
Frith,  where  I  had  often  occaoon  to  admire  the  wildgran- 
deur  of  the  mountain  scaiiery;  the  precipices  8ometini6s 
rising  abruptly,  an^  broken  into  a  thousand  curious  shape^' 
sometimes  receding  with  a  more  g<ratle  acdivi^,  and  pre- 
senting  a  fine  exhibition  of  the  numerous  rocky  beds  <^whMf 
they  are  composed. 

At  the  termination  of  the  bay,  we  had  to  cross  a  rapd 
river  close  to  a  beautiftd  cascade,  where  the  water  is  emptied 
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into  an  unfatbomable  abysB.  On  the  east  side  of  the  cascade 
is  a  vast  excavation  in  the  breocia  rock,  on  the  inner  wall  of 
which  is  a  number  of  names  that  have  been  written  by  such 
as  have  passed  this  way. 

/  The  road  now  ky  along  the  fiuse  of  a  precipitous  moun* 
tain,  and  was  in  several  places  entirely  effaced  by  recent  de- 
positions  from  the  impending  difis.  We  next  proceeded*  up 
Remavana-MlSy  a  very  steep  and  difficult  pass;  having 
reached  the  summit  of  which,  we  came  to  a  singular  looking 
and  insulated  mountain  of  tuffi^  called  Sa$id^j  past  the 
southern  base  of  which  ran  the  Laxd,  famous  for  the  excel- 
lent salmon  with  which  it  abounds.  Owing  to  the  dedivitj 
of  the  ground,  the  stream  is  rather  rapid  at  the  for(ling 
place ;  and  its  passage  is  rendered  still  more  dangerous  by 
the  number  of  stones  whidi  lie  concealed  at  the  bottom.  It 
was  here  that  Oddur  Gottshalkson,  the  first  translator  of  the 
New  Testament  into  Icelandic,  lost  his  life  in  the  year  1556. 

The  neighbouring  parishes  of  RmnaveUir  and  MedalfeU 
form  the  best  district  of  the  Kiotary  or  ^^  Choice^  Syssel ; 
and,  in  addition  to  the  advantages  of  the  salmon-fishery, 
possess  excellent  pasture  grounds,  which  are  defended  on 
every  side  by  a  number  of  high  mountains.  Qf  these,  the 
IrcurfiiUy  or  Irish  Mountain,  assumes  a  very  peculiar  figure, 
receding  to  a  consderable  distance  in  a  direct  line,  its  dif« 
ferent  horizontal  strata  retaining  at  the  same  time  the  most 
p^ect  regularity  of  positicm,  till  it  reaches  the  grand  chain 
that  runs  to  the  east  of  Mount  £^091,  when  a  beautiful  angle 
is  formed  by  their  junction.  These  circumstances^  com- 
Uned  with  the  snow-capped  summits  of  the  mountains,  the 
noUe  and  rugged  precipices  which  are^  displayed  on  thdr 
sides,  and  the  numerous  cataracts  that  dash  with  a  deafen- 
ing  roar  among  the  rocks,  render  the  scenery  the  most  ro- 
manftfi  imaginable. 

I  now  encountered  the  last,  but  at  the  same  time  the 
steepest  mountain-pass  cm  my  journey.  It  is  very  iqppro- 
priately  called  Svigna-^Jcard^  ftom  the  number  of  turns  and 
windings  by  which  it  must  be  climbed,  and  is  divided  by  a 
raind  torrent,  which  the  traveller  is  Qvery  now  ^nd  then 
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obliged  to  pass.  About  midnight  we  gained  the  sununit  of 
the  ridge,  where  we  must  have  commanded  a  very  eztenave 
prospect,  had  it  not  been  for  the  hazj  state  of  the  atmo- 
sphere. Descending  over  the  eastam  base  ciSkSk^aBf  we 
soon  reached  MossfiH^  and,  pursuing  our  course  without 
making  any  halt,  we  arrived  in  Reykiceoik  about  three  o^dodc 
in  the  morning  of  the  S9th  of  June,  within  a  nn^e  day  of 
the  period  I  had  fixed  before  setting  out  on  my  journey. 
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BanielsMd,  or  Period  cf  Traffic— Mode  ofTrcoiOmg  to 
Marked— Exports  and  Itnportg-^Hietory  of  Icelandic 
Commerce— Benevolence  qfihe  British  GavemmefU'^Or^ 
der  in  Council'— The  interest  kept  vpbyihe  National  As- 
sembly ^^Its  JboHHon — Formation  of  the  Icelandic  BiUe 
Society — Letter  from  its  Secretary — Ditto/rom  Bishop 
YtdaKn^^dhnon  Fishery, 

XowAKBs  the  end  of  June  the  Icelander  begins  to  make 
the  necessary  preparations  for  lus  journey  to  the  factory,  ot 
mercantile  estabEshment,  at  which  he  is  accustomed  to  trade. 
By  this  time  the  horses  of  burden  are  again  fit  for  use;  the 
sheep  have  had  the  woollen  fleece  torn  off  thdr  backs ;  *  the 
roads  are  passable ;  and,  tiU  the  setting  in  of  the  hay  har- 
vest, no  particular  branch  of  rustic  labour  calls  for  the  pre- 
sence of  the  peasants.  To  accommodate  them,  factories  are 
established  by  the  Danish  merchants. at  different  distances 
around  the  coast,  whither  the  majority  repair ;  but  as  there 
is  seldom  more  than  one  mercantile  house  at  each  station, 
many  of  the  Icelanders  prefer  a  journey  across  the  deserts 
in  the  interior  to  Reykiaviky  where,  from  the  number  of 
houses,  there  is  a  kind  of  competition,  and,  at  all  events, 
they  have  here  the  liberty  of  choice,  which,  in  their  estima- 
tion, is  a  matter  of  no  small  importance.  The  prices  are 
generally  fixed  by  the  merchants  before-hand ;  yet,  in  order 
to  obtain  a  full  cargo,  they  sometimes  depart  from  the  rule, 
and  raise  the  prices  towards  the  end  of  the  market  * 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Landfoged  and  Sysselman  to  examine 

*  In  Iceland  the  sheep  aie  not  shorn  as  with  us,  but  are  mifiered  to  go  out 
tin  the  wool  b^ins  to  foil  off,  when  they  are  gathered  into  a  pen,  and  it  is  li- 
terally torn  off  with  the  hand.  By  this  means  much  of  the  wool  is  lost,  and 
what  remains  in  the  fidds  is  very  seldom  picked  up,  even  by  the  shepherds. 
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^  the  weights  and  measures  in  the  shops,  before  the  sum- 
mer traffic  commences,  and,  should  any  be  found  defective, 
die  owner  is  liable  to  a  fine.  Both  weights  and  measures 
are  according  to  the  Danish  standard. 

On  setting  out  for  the  trading  station,  the  Icelanders  load 
their  horses  exactly  in  the  manner  described  at  the  beginning 
of  this  Journal ;  and  such  of  them  as  visit  the  south,  gene- 
rally proceed  thither  in  companies ;  so  that  about  this  time 
it  is  no  uncommonr«thing  for  travellers  to  meet  with  caravans 
consisting  of  »xty  or  seventy  horses  in  the  deserts  of  the  in- 
terior. As  they  pass  along,  they  amuse  themselves  by  re- 
lating the  incidents  of  the  preceding  winter,  or  take  occasion, 
from  local  monuments,  to  repeat  and  comment  on  the  stories 
of  ancient  times.  When  they  reach  the  vicinity  of  Retfkia^ 
vikj  they  do  not  proceed  instantly  with  their  goods  to  the 
market,  but  encamp  on  the  green  spots  to  the  east  of  the 
^wn,  where  I  have  more  than  once  fiuicied  myself  among 
<<  the  travelling  companies  of  Dedanim^'"  Isidah  xxi.  13. 
^Sometimes  upwards  of  an  hundred  tents,  and  several  hun- 
dred horses,  may  be  seen  here  at  the  same  time.  Those  be- 
jkmging  to  the  same  farm  or  ndghbourhood  always  ptdhi 
their  tents  dose  together,  a^d  surround  them  with  the  bag- 
.gage  to  prevent  the  wind  frc»n  penetrating  below  the  wad^ 
mel  which  {orms  the  covering  of  the  te^t.  Their  object  in 
not  (HTOceeding  at  oQce  to  the  market,  is  ti>  prevent  the  mer- 
chants frpm  gaining  an  undue  advantage  over  them,  by  get- 
ting pooicomon  of  their  goods  before  ibeiy  have  had  time  to 
ascertain  the  prices.  They  therefi^re  leave  aU  to  the  care  of 
their  servants  at  a  ^u£^ent  distance,  and  ride  into  the  town 
^ahme,  when  they  go  to  the  different  ahqpB,  and,  aA&r  having 
made  the  necessary  inquiries^  ^^p^  ^th  the  merchant  w];io 
pfim  them  the  best  terms,  or  shews  himself  the  most  friendly 
^d  oUiging  in  his  behaviour.  It  is  to  be  observed,  how- 
ever, that  this  custom  is  chiefly  omfined  to  such  peasants  as 
come  iT<»n  a  distance,  and  are  independent  of  the  merchants ; 
the  great  majority  stand  on  the  debtor  side  of  the  shop-books, 
and  are  kept  in  a  kind  of  slavery  the  whole  of  their  hves. 
Indeed,  it  ajqpears  to  be  a  fundamental  principle  of  the  Ice 
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hndic  trade,'  to  keep  up  a  number  of  out^standing  debts,  in 
«yrder  to  secure  the  future  commodities  of  the  individuals  on 
whom  they  are  chargeable.  Should  any  of  them  be  detected 
in  dealing  with  another  merdiant,  he  is  instantly  threatened 
with  prosecution. 

The  principal  exports  are  fidi,  salted  mutton,  oil,  tallow, 
wool,  and  woollen  stuffs,  skins,  feathers,  and  sulphur.  The 
chief  articles  of  import,  are  rye,  barley,  oat-meal,  pease, 
bread,  potatoes,  rum,  brandy,  wine,  o^fee,  tea,  sugar,  to. 
bacco,  salt,  wood,  iron,  flax,  lines,  hooks,  indigo,  cotton  and 
nlk  handkerchiefs,  &c.  The  use  of  tobacco  and  coffee,  as 
articles  of  luxury,  has  of  late  increased  in  a  d^reeTerydis- 
proportioned  to  the  drcumstances  of  the  natives.  They  sel- 
dom smoke  tobacco,  but  are  excessively  fond  of  chewing  it, 
and  prefer  it  as  a  present  to  any  thing  that  might  be  crfTered 
them. 

For  some  time  after  the  occupadon  of  the  island  by  the 
Norw^ians,  the  inhabitants  carried  on  their  own  trade,  not 
only  with  Norway,  to  which  country,  for  the  sake  of  family 
connexions,  they  often  repured;  but  also  with  the  British 
Islands,  and  different  parts  of  the  Continent  Yet  even 
,  during  the  earlier  periods  of  the  Icelandic  Republic,  eon- 
aderable  mercantile  expeditions  were  fitted  out  from  Scot- 
land and  Ireland;  and  themerchantsof  these  countries, and 
those  of  the  Hanseatic  towns,  were  allowed  the  privil^e  of 
a  firee  trade,  after  the  incorponUion  of  the  island  with  Nor- 
way. Certain  duties  were  imposed  on  every  foreign  vessel 
that  arrived  for  the  purposes  of  commerce ;  and,  with  a 
view  to  preserve  order  and  regularity,  certain  harbours  were 
assigned  to  the  different  traders.  Towards  the  dose  of  the 
fifleendi  century,  serious  disputes  arose  between  the  Danish 
and  English  courts  relative  to  the  Icdandic  trade,  the  con- 
sequence of  which  was,  that  all  English  vessels  were  jNrohi- 
iMted  from  entering  the  ports  of  Iceland.  The  commerce 
of  the  island  was  now  monopolized  by  the  Hanseatic  mer- 
chants, who  retained  it,  almost  exclu^vdiy,  till  the  year  10OS ; 
when,  in  consequence  of  the  grievous  complaints  of  oppres- 
sion made  by  the  inhabitants,  they  were  dqxrived  of  their 
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privilege,  but  still  continued  to  keep  up  tbeir  connexions,  in 
a  clandestine  manner,  till  a  royal  edict  of  1616,  ordered 
their  waie-bouses*  to  be  razed,  and  the  wood  to  be  appro- 
priated  to  the  reparation  of  the  poorer  churches.  * 

In  160S,  the  trade  was  rented  by  his  Damsh  Majesty  to 
-certain  merchants  in  Copenhagen,  Malmo,  and  Elsinore,  for 
twelve  years,  on  condition  of  their  paying  16  rix-dollars  for 
each  harbour.  This  grant  was  renewed  with  some  trivial 
alterations  in  1614;  and  the  trade  remained  in  the  hands 
of  the  company  till  166^  when  it  was  rented  to  four  prin- 
cipal agents  for  the  sum  of  4000  rix-dollars,  for  the  period 
of  twenty  years.  At  the  expiration  of  this  period,  diiOTerent 
modifications  took  place  with  respect  to  the  prices  of  good% 
but  these  alterations  were  most  frequently  to* the  prejudice 
of  the  natives. -f-  In  1706  the  trade  was  rented  to  separate 
merchants,  for  80,190  rix-dollars  annually,  froin  1706  to 
1724 ;  and  from  that  year  to  17Sd,  from  20,000  to  5iO,SOO 
rix-doUars  were  given  for  it.  The  monopoly  again  fell  into 
the  hands  of  a  private  company,  who  for  the  ten  following 
years  paid  only  8000  rix-dollars  for  their  privilege ;  but  it 
was  purdiased  in  1748  for  double  that  sum  by  a  company 
of  flax-roerchants,  who  oppressed  the  natives  to  such  a  de- 
gree, that  they  ultimately  forfeited  their  privilege  in  the 
year  1769.  From  1769  to  1764,  the  trade  was  carried  on 
for  the  account  of  the  cFown,  when  it  was  again  rented  for 
ten  years  to  the  Creneral  Merchants^  Company,  for  the  sum 
of  7000  rix-^llars.  It  now  came  once  more  into  the  hands 
of  the  crown,  by  which  it  was  retained  till  the  year  1788, 
when,  to  the  no  smaU  joy  of  the  Icelanders,  it  was  made 
fr^  to  all  the  subjects  of  his  Danish  Majesty^s  dominions.  X 

Previous  to  this  period,  the  natives  were  in  a  state  of 
absolute  slavery  to  fordgn  merchants.  They  were  prohibit* 
ed,  under  pain  of  whipping  and  slavery,  from  repairing  to 
any  other  mercantile  station  than  that  in  the  district  to  which 

*  PhikwophiadM  Schikleniqg  dtx  gesenw&rt^gen  YerfiBuming  von  Islaod, 
Vlh  223,  224,  225.    Altona,  1786,  Bvo. 
t  Ibid.  pp.  232,  233. 
i  Stepheiieen*«  IsUnd  i  det  Attende  Aarhundrede,  pp.  901—305. 
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they  belonged ;  and  if  they  chanced  to  come  there  after  the 
ship  had  completed  her  cargo,  they  wereoUiged  to  sell  thor 
goods  for  a  mere  trifle,  and  consequ^itly  were  unaUe  to 
purchase  sudi  articles  of  foreign  produce  as  they  wanted  for 
domestic  purposes.  *  It  is  chiefly  to  these  circumstances 
that  we  are  to  ascribe  the  comparative  want  of  spirit,  inac- 
tivity, and  poverty,  wliich  characterize  the  preset  race  of 
Icelanders.  Under  the  iron  yoke  of  oppresfflcm,  die  noU^ 
features  of  the  human  mind  contract  and  cfecay ;  the  q>irit 
of  enterprize  is  damped ;  and  a  degree  of  constitutional  apathy 
and  in^lence  necessarily  ensues. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  between  Great  Britain 
and  Denmark  in  the  year  1807,  thelcdanders  were  greatly 
apprehensive  of  absolute  starvation,  from  the  want  of  those 
necessary  supplies  which  they  were  accustomed  to  receive 
from  the  moUier  country ;  and  of  these  the  privation  c^  none 
was  more  dreaded  than  that  of  hooks  and  fishing-lines,  with- 
out which  they  could  not  avail  themselves  of  the  stores  of 
provision  which  abound  in  the  surrounding  ocean.  Owing, 
however,  to  the  humane  and  benevdent  interposition' of  ^ 
Joseph  Banks,  licenses  were  granted  by  his  Majesty'^s  go-^ 
vemment,  to  Danish  vessels  to  proceed  to  Iceland,  under  the 
condition  of  their  touching  at  the  port  of  Ldth,  both  when 
outward-bound  and  on  their  passage  home.  By  this  arrange- 
ment the  inhabitants  were  again  r^;ubirly  wpfdied;  md 
though  the  act  of  piracy,  committed  by  a  Captain  Gilpin  in 
1808,  who  robbed  the  public  treasury  of  at  least  80,000  rix- 
dollars,  as  well  as  the  usurpation  of  Jckgemen  the  following 
year,  necessarily  toided  to  excite  fresh  alarms  in  their  mind, 
yet  they  were  soon  relieved  by  an  order,  issued  by  the  Bri- 
tish Cabinet,  pnJiibiting  all  acts  of  hostility  against  Icdand 
and  the  rest  of  the  Danish  ookmies  in  the  Arctic  Seas^  and 
taking  the  inhabitants  and  their  property  under  the  flpedal 
protection  of  Great  Britain.  The  fdlowing  copy  of  the 
order,  which  I  have  extracted  from  the  London  Gazette, 
deserves  to  be  inserted  in  this  place,  as  a  monument  of  the 

*  Stephai8en*6  Island  i  det  Attende  Aadiundrede,  p.  306. 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


TRADE.  403 

sympa£tiy  felt  by  his  Majesty^s  Ministers  for  the  destitute 
.and  defencdess  inhabitants  of  that  remote  island  :-— 

'^  At  the  CoiTBT  at  the  Quesn's  Palace,  the  7th  February 

1810. 

^EESBKT, 

<^  The  King'^s  Most  Excellent  Majesty,  in  Council 

<^  Whereas  it  has  been  humbly  represented  to  his  Majesty, 
that  the  islands  of  Faroe  and  Iceland,  and  also  certain  set* 
dements  on  thexoast  of  Greoiland,  parts  of  the  dominions 
of  Denmark,  have,  since  the  commencement  of  the  war  be- 
tween  Great  Britain  and  Denmark,  been  derived  of  ail  in- 
tercourse with  Denmark ;  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  those 
islands  and  settlements  are,  in  ccmsequence  of  the  want  of 
their  accustomed  supplies,  reduced  to  extseme  mis^,  being 
-without  many  of  the  necessaries,  and  most  of  the  ooavenien- 
desoflife: 

<<  His  Majesty,  being  moved  by  cmnpassion  for  the  su£* 
f erings  <»f  these  ddenceless  peqile,  has,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice of  his  Privy  Coundl,  thought  fit  to  declare  his  royal 
will  and  {Measure,  and  it  is  hereby  declared  and  ordered,  that 
the  said  islands  of  Faroe  and  Iceland,  and  the  settlements 
on  the  coast  of  Greadand,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and 
the  property  therein,  shall  be  exempted  from  the  attack  and 
hostility  of  his  Majesty^;  forces  and  subjects ;  and  that  the 
fiihips  belonging  to  inhabitants  of  such  islands  and  settkm^ts, 
and  all  goods,  h&ng  of  the  growth,  produce,  and  manufac- 
ture of  the  said  Islands  and  settjements,  on  board  the  diips 
bel(«iging  to  such  inhabitants  engaged  in  a  direct  trade  be- 
tween such  idands  and  settlements  respectively,  and  the  ports 
of  London  or  Leith,  shall  not  be  liable  to  seizure  and  con« 
iiscaticHi  as  prizes 

<<  His  Miyesty  IS  fieuiher  pleased  to  order,  with  the  advice 
aforesaid,  thit  the  people  of  all  the  sidd  islands  and  settle- 
ments be  considered,  when  resident  in  his  Majesty^s  do- 
minions, as  Stranger  Friends,  under  the  safi^uard  of  his 
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Majesty'^s  royal  peace,  and  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the 
laws  of  the  reahn,  and  in  no  case  treated  as  alien  enemies. 

**  His  Majesty  is  further  pleased  to  order,  with  the  ad- 
vice aforesaid^  that  the  ships  of  the  United  Kingdom,  navi- 
gated according  to  law,  be  permitted  to  repair  to  the  said 
islands  and  settlements,  and  -to  trade  with  the  iohabitants 
thereof. 

<<  And  his  Majesty  is  further  pleased  to  order,  with  the 
adtyice  aforesiud,  that  all  his  Majesty'^s  cruisers,  and  all  other 
his  subjects,  be  inhibited  from  committing  any  act  of  depre- 
dation or  violence  against  the  persons,  ships,  and  goods  of 
any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  islands  and  s^ements, 
and  against  any  property  in  the  said  islands  and  settlements 
respectively. 

^  And  the  Honourable  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his 
Majesty^s  Treasury,  his  Majesty^s  principal  Secretaries  of 
State,  the  Lords  Commiseioners  of  die  Admiral^,  and  the 
Judge  of  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty,  and  the  Judges  of 
the  Vice-Courts  of  Admiralty,  are  to  take  the  necessary 
measures  herein,  as  to  them  shall  respectively  appertain.*" 

(Signed)        *^  W.  Fawkekek.* 

Being  thus  secured  under  the  protection  of  Great  Britain, 
the  trade  was  carried  on  without  interruption ;  and,  besides 
the  regular  traders  from  Denmark,  several  British  and  Ame- 
rican vessels  visited  Iceland  during  the  war,  and  two  mer- 
cantile houses  in  Liverpool  formed  proper  ccHnmercial  esta- 
bhshments  at  Reyhiavik^  where  they  kept  factors  fw  su- 
perintending their  business.  Though  some  few  additional 
articles  of  luxury  were  introduced,  yet  the  natives  were  on 
the  whole,  considerably  benefited  by  the  trade  with  England, 
as  our  countrymen  undersold  the  Danish  merchants,  and 
imported  a  greater  quantity  of  potatoes  and  other  useful  ar- 
ticles than  what  they  had  been  in  the  habit  of  receiving  from 
the  mother  country. 

In  an  agreement  entered  into  with  the  Danish  authorities 
in  Icdand,  it  was  stipulated,  that  for  the  accommodation  erf" 
such  of  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  as  might  have  formed 
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establishments  on  the  island,  thej  should  be  allowed  to  cany 
on  this  trade  till  the  expraticm  of  one  year  afler  an  offidal 
account  of  the  restoration  of  peace  between  the  two  countries 
dbould  arriye  in  Iceland.  This  accordingly  took  place  in 
1815 ;  since  which  period  only  one  of  the  Liverpool  houses 
has  availedatself  of  the  new  regulation  issued  by  the  Court 
of  Denmark,  which  allows  British  ships  to  proceed  to  Ice- 
land, on  condition  of  their  procuring  a  special  license  for 
that  purpose  from  Copenhagen.  As  the  sum  demanded  £fxt 
such  a  license  is  considered  to  be  too  high,  in  propoildon  to 
the  probable  advantages  which  might  result  from  a  com- 
mercial enterprize  of  this  nature,  it  is  supposed  that  all  in- 
tercourse between  Great  Britmn  and  Iceland  wiU  speedily  be 
brought  to  a  close. 

But,  to  return  to  the  period  of  traffic.  Evel*  since  the 
abolition  of  the  AlMng^  or  National  Assembly,  in  the  year 
1800,  the  annual  fair  at  Rei^iavik  presents  the  only  oppor« 
tunity  the  natives  now  enjoy  of  meeting  with  one  another, 
or  transacting  any  business  of  mutual  or  public  concern. 
But  it  furnishes  only  a  poor  substitute  for  that  interesting 
oocafflon.  As  long  as  they  continued  to  assemble  at  TTitng" 
•oalla^  *  the  Icdanders  m^ntained  a  spirit  of  Uberty  and  na- 
tional independence;  and  though  subjected,  during  the 
later  periods  of  their  history,  to  the  sceptre  of  a  foreign  mo- 
narch, yet  that  sceptre  has  been  swayed  over  ^them  with  so 
much  mildness,  that  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  be  con- 
adous  of  any  deterioration  in  their  condition  as  the  result  of 
this  change.  They  delisted  to  visit  a  sp6t  where  the  wi». 
dom  and  eloquence  of  their  ancestors  had  long  been  illus- 
triously displayed ;  where  thm  admirable  constitution  had 
been  established,  then:  laws  framed,  th^  magistrates  elected^ 
and  all  the  various  concerns  of  the  nation  finally  adjusted. 
The  contemplation  of  the  natural  scenery  too  by  which  they 
were  surroimd^d,  was  calculated  to  revive  in  their  remem- 
brance the  characters  and  events  of  other  days ;  while,  at 
the  same  time,  they  had  an  opportunity  afforded  them  of 
Gonvennng  together  about  the  occurrences  of  the  preceding 
•  See  p.  69.         \ 
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winter,  and  of  confirming  those  hatuts  of  friendship  and  in- 
timacy which  had  been  formed  among  them.  In  a  wmt], 
the  period  of  concourse  at  Thmgvalia  formed  a  grand  an- 
nual  festival ;  and,  when  it  is  oon^dered  that  the  sober  di». 
positions  of  the  Icelanders,  and  the  remoteness  of  the  place 
where  they  met,  proved  effectually  preventive  of  the  riot  and 
lioenUouanets  which  too  firequaitly  characterize  public  meet- 
ings in  other  countries  of  Europe,  it  is  impossible  not  to  feel 
indignimt  at  that  policy  which  abolished  an  institution  of  sudi 
Ugh  Antiquity,  and  which  furnished  so  innocent  a  source  of 
^raUficaticm  to  every  uncontaminated  Icelandic  mind. 

How  different  the  scene  presented  in  the  streets  c^  Rey* 
lAaxnk  /  There  being  no  inns  for  their  accommodation,  and 
their  tents  being  at  some  distance,  you  see  the  few  natives 
who  frequent  the  place,  lounging  dbont  the  comers  of  the 
houses,'  or  visiting  one  or  another  of  the  factors,  by  whom 
they  are  regarded  with  disdain ;  and  the  only  attention  they 
receive  is  for  the  sake  of  the  gain  expected  to  accrue  from 
their  transactions  as  customers.  They  feel  themselves  to  be 
strangers,  and  dejection  and  disappointment  are  marked  in 
every  countenance.  I  never  recollect  to  have  mentioned 
this  subject  to  an  Icelander,  who  did  not  keenly  reprobate 
the  innovation ;  and  their  sorrow  on  account  (^  it  is  only 
equalled  by  the  indignation  produced  by  the  reflectiiHi,  that 
the  change  was  effected  by  one  of  th^  own  countrymen. 

One  of  the  principal  objects  of  my  visit  to  Iceland,  and 
of  the  different  joumies  which  I  undertook  through  the  se- 
vend  districts,  was  to  impress  the  minds  of  the  natives  with 
a  sense  of  the  importance  of  forming  a  Bible  Society  for 
their  own  island ;  the  object  of  which  should  be  to  provide 
its  population  with  a  constant  supply  of  the  Holy  Scriptures 
in  their  vernacular  language.  It  gave  me  pleasure  to  find, 
that  the  proposal  met  with  the  cordial  approbation  of  all  to , 
whom  I  communicated  it;  and  they  were  of  opinion,  that 
the  period  of  traffic  would  be  the  most  convenient  time  for 
carrying  my  purpose  into  effect  I  therefore  brought  the 
matter  formally  before  die  bidiop  on  my  return  to  Reyhta- 
viJcy  when  I  received  the  assurances  of  his  patronage ;  and 
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the  rest  of  the  public  authorities^  at  the  same  time,  pcmused 
their  countenance  and  support 

Accordingly,  on  the  10th  of  July,  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Diocesan  Synod,  which  was  held  in  the  Cathedral,  a 
sarmon  was  preached  on  the  subject  by  the  Reyerend  A. 
Helgason,  in  which  he  fordbly  set  forth  the  importance  and 
utility  of  Bible  Societies,  expatiated  with  mudi  feeling  on 
the  vast  operations  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Sodety 
in  particular,  and  the  plenitude  of  success  with  which  tbes^ 
operations  had  been  crowned ;  gave  a  brief  view  of  its  exer« 
tions  in  behalf  of  Iceland ;  and  concluded  by  exhorting  the 
Synod  to  co-operate  in  this  common  and  glorious  cause,  and 
embrace  the  present  opportunity  of  founding  a  similar  insti« 
tution  for  the  island  of  Iceland. 

After  service,  the  Synod  proceeded  to  the  discussion  of 
their  usual  business,  and,  in  the  afternoon,  adjourned  to  the 
Episcopal  Hall,  when  the  Archdeacon,  and  the  Dean  of 
Odde,  were  deputed  to  call  at  my  lodging,  and  conduct  me 
to  the  meeting.  It  was  cause  of  universal  regret  that  the 
Bishop  was  not  able  to  be  present,  having  been  taken  ill  ^e 
precedmg  evening.  Besides  the  asastanoe  of  the  Archdea- 
con, and  the  Deans  of  Odde,  HrwiOj  and  ReyhhotU^  the 
meeting  was  favoured  with  that  of  the  acting  governor,  Jufr> 
ticiary  Einarson,  and  Mr  Thorstraison,  member  of  the  Court 
of  Exchequer  in  Copenhagen.  The  nature  and  object  of 
Bible  Societies  havmg  been  distinctly  stated,  and  the  pro- 
mise of  pecuniary  aid  from  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society  having  been  given  to  the  meeting,  it  was  unanimous- 
ly resolved  that  a  Society  sliould  be  formed ;  but,  on  deli- 
beration, it  appeared  most  eligible,  in  consideration  of  the 
absence  of  many  of  the  natives,  whose  approbation  and  sup- 
port were  considered  to  be  absolutely  necessary  to  the  suc- 
cess €X  the  plan,  that  the  meeting  should  only  lay  the  foun- 
datifm  of  the  Society,  and  postpone  its  fuU  OTganization  Ull 
next  meeting  of  Synod ;  and  that  an  invitation  to  all  the 
inhabitants  of  Iceland,  to  come  forward  in  aid  of  the  insti- 
tuticm,  should  be  drawn  up,  and  logned  by  the  principal  ci- 
vil and  ecclesiastical  authorities,  and  circulated,  before  the 
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winter  set  in,  througbout  the  island.  The  following  is  the 
translation  of  a  copy  of  the  minutes  taken  on  the  occa^on : 

<<  On  the  10th  of  July  1815,  a  meeting  was  held  at  Rey^ 
kiavik  by  the  underagned,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
Bible  Society  for  this  island,  on  the  same  princijdes  with  si- 
milar institutions  in  different  parts  of  the  world :  when  it 
was  resolved,  that  such  a  Society  be  formed,  having  for  its 
grand  object,  to  provide  against  any  future  want  of  Bibles 
in  the  vernacular  language,  and  to  promote  their  circulation 
throughout  the  country,  according  as  circumstances  may  re« 
quire.  But,,  owing  to  the  absence  of  several  of  the  princi- 
pal persons  on  the  island,  it  was  judged  necessary  to  post- 
pone the  establidiment  of  the  laws  of  the  Sodety  till  the  9th 
of  July  1816 ;  and  the  members  then  associated  authorised 
the  Right  Reverend  6.  Vidalin,  the  Very  Reverend  the 
ArchdeaocMi  M.  Magnusson,  th^  Reverend  Ama  Helgason, 
Rector  of  the  Cathedral,  Isl.  Einarson,  Justiciary  and  As^ 
sessor  of  the  High  Court,  B.  Thorarinson,  Assessor  of  the 
High  Court,  and  S.  Thorgiimson,  Royal  Treasurer,  to  m- 
vite  the  leading  people  on  the  island  to  a  meeting  on  the 
above-mentioned  day,  fcH*  the  purpose  of  fixii^  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  Society,  and  determinhig  other  matteiB  connected 
with  its  operations. 

<<  In  the  meantime,  the  members  of  the  Society  then  pre- 
sent, pledged  themselves  to  contribute  annually  to  the  funds 
of  the  Society  as  follows : 

Biz.Bank  BoUus^ 
Geir  Vidalin^  Bishop  of  Iceland,  Reykiavik,         20  Silver  Value. 
M.  Magnu8Son>  Archdeacon,  Gardij  «  6  — — — — - 

A.  Holgason>  Rector  of  the  Cathedral,  -    '     S    . 

IsL  Einarson,  Justidaiy,  Brecka,  -  *  5  .— 1.-...1..— .. 

S.  Thorgrimson,  Treasurer,  Reykiavik,  •*  10                     ^ 

Steingrimur  Jonson^  Dean,  Oddi,  .  -  4          ■ 

T.  Jonson,  Dean,  Hruna,          -  .  -  4  Nom.  Value. 

E^ert,  Dean,  Reifkkottt,         *  .  .  8  Silver  Value. 

B.  Thorarinson,  Assessor,          •  •  .  J               ' 

Jon  Jonson,  Lector,  Lamhhus,  -  -  4 

B.Sivert8on»  Rector  of  HoK^  •  -  %          ■   ■      ■ 
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V  Riz-Babk  DoOtti. 

J.  Jonson,  Rector  of  Klausirkolum,      •        •  5  Norn.  Value* 

Gestr  Tborlaksoo^  Rector  of  Mourn,  -  1  — — 

Helgi  Biamason,  Rector  of  Meynavoin,         -  2  — — _— 

Ingemundr  Gunnarson^  Rector  of  Kaldadaness,  3    . 

F.  Thorarinson,  Rector  of  Breidabolstnd,        -  2  Silver  Value. 

H.  Jonson,  Rector  of  Gardi  on  Akkranets,  2  '■ 

Magnufi  Amaaon,  Rector  of  Thingeyra  Cloister^*  2  ' 

Guttormr  Paulson,  Rector  of  Hotmum,         •  3  ■ 


<<  The  Aoyal  Treibnirer,  Mr  Tlulrgrimsoii,  was  diosen 
by  the  meeting  to  reoeive  these  sums,  (Xo  be  paid  before  the 
term  of  Michaelmas  next,)  and  to  keep  the  same  till  required 
1^  the  Sodety*" 

ThnS)  in  the  good  prcmdence  of  Gpd,  the  preliminary 
steps  were  tak^i  for  die  establishment  of  an  institution^ 
which,  by  his  blessing,  may  be  instrumental  in  perpetuating 
the  treasures  of  Revelation  to  numerous  Icel^dic  genera- 
tions  yet  unborn.  The  young  tree  is  jdanted,  indeed,  in 
rather  an  unpramifling  s(nl,  and  must  be  exposed  to  the  vi^ 
cissitudes  of  an  unstaUe  and  refracUny  climate :  yet,  fos^ 
tered  by  the  care,  and  watered  with  the  dews  of  Heaven,  it 
will  grow  and  prosper,  till  its  branches  extend  to  every  cor^ 
ner  of  the  island,  that  all  the  inhabitants  may  stretch  forth 
their  hand,  and  take  of  its  fruit,  and  eat,  and  Uve  for  ever  I 
Much,  however,  will  dqiend  upon  the  liberality  and  assist^ 
ance  of  similar,  but  more  affluent  institutions ;  and  nelt  to 
the  friendly  aid  of  the  Danish  Bible  Society,  with  which,  by 
various  dvil  ties,  the  members  of  the  Icelandic  establidunent 
must  necessarily  connder  themselvea  more  closely  connected^ 
their  expectations  will  be  turned  to  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society,  whose  bounty  the  inhabitants  of  Iceland  have 
already  reaped  in  so  eminent  a  degree. 

On  informaticm  being  received  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Britidi  and  For^gn  Bible  Sodety,  of  the  formation  of  the 
Bible  Society  in  Iceland,  the  sum  of  ^800  Sterling  was 
voted  by  that  body,  to  aid  the  funds  of  this  infimt  institu- 
tion i  and  the  following  is  a  letter  of  thanks  from  its  Secret 
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taiy,  addressed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Parent  Society  in 
London  :— 

«  RETKuriKy  March  2, 1817. 

«  We  gratefuDy  adore  the  kind  providence  of  God,  who, 
in  withholding  from  us  some  portion  of  earthly  good,  has 
yet,  with  a  bountiful  hand,  dispensed  to  us  his  blessings. 
Among  these  we  acknowledge,  as  by  far  the  most  excellent, 
the  gifl  of  his  divine  religion,  which  enables  us,  at  once,  to 
supply  the  want  of  temporal  ccHnfcnrts,  and  to  provide  for 
our  eternal  welfiure.  And  you,  otur  kind  hdpers,  who,  by 
your  example  and  benefiEu^ns,  have  caused  the  streams  of 
Hfe  to  flow  among  us,  not  only  more  freely  than  heretofore, 
but  with  a  perpetual  current,  we  r^ard,  on  this  account,  as 
the  delegates  dT  Divine  Providence,  and  diall  highly  esteem 
you  as  long  as  the  Divine  Word  is  in  honour  among  us; 
as  long  as  the  eternal  welfare  of  our  souk  is  dear  to  us. 

^  You  have  sent  to  us  the  treasures  d*  our  divine  religion. 
The  Rev.  Ebenezer  Henderson,  who  came  among  us,  au- 
thorised by  you,  has  largely  distributed  these  excellent  gifts 
of  your  bounty.  He  has,  moreov&y  induced  us  to  consult 
our  own  wdfare  more  diligently  than  in  time  past  in  this 
impcMTtant  respect,  by  establisUng  a  Bible  Society  m  our 
own  island. 

<^  On  our  part,  we  gladly  obeyed  the  suggesticm,  fearing 
only  that  our  circumstances  may  not  prove  equal  to  this 
pious  undertaking;  but  here  again  you  come  to  our  aid, 
tendering,  in  a  letter  to  our  President^  Bishop  Vidalin,  the 
large  sum  of  <f  dOO,  for  the  supply  <^  our  spiritual  need 
Words  are  wanting  to  express  our  gratitude  for  this  act  of 
munificence,  whether  we  consider  the  greatness  of  the  gift, 
the  pious  intention  which  dictated  it,  w  die  end  i^hich  it  is 
destined  to  serve. 

*^  Indeed  we  are  unable  to  thank  you  as  we  oug^t ;  and 
can  (mly  entreat  the  bountecms  Giver  of  all  good  to  bestow 
upon  you  a  reoon^)en8e  worthy  of  your  piety.  May  He 
graciously  prosper  your  excellent  intentions,  and  so  aid  us 
in  our  design,  that  you  may  never  have  cause  to  regret  your 
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liberality !  May  the  kaowleige  and  obedience  of  his  divme 
idigioQ  daily  increase,  and  be  confirmed  among  us,  by  which 
we  may  approve  ourselves  tnore,  and  more  to  you  our  bene- 
£Eu;tors !  This  prayer,  the  pious  effusion  of  our  hearts,  will 
be  heard,  we  trust,  on  high ! 

^^  It  is  due  to  you,  to  whose  idd  and  example  we  are  in-  , 
debted  for  the  whole,  that  we  inform  you  of  what  has  hi- 
therto been  done  among  us ;  and,  in  the  first  place,  (as  we 
are  persuaded  nothing  will  rejoice  your  hearts  moire  than 
the  success  of  your  own  labours,)  we  may  inform  you,  that 
we  have  framed  our  rules,  and  appointed  of&cero  for  the 
management  of  our  business,  on  the  model  of  your  august 
Society.  We  have  elected  (or  President,  our  Bishop,  the 
Right  Rev.  G^  VidaKn ;  lor  Vice-President,  Isl.  Einarson, 
Counsellor  of  Justice ;  our  Treasurer  is  S.  Thcn-grimson, 
Receiver-General  of  the  island ;  and  our  Secretary,  Paator 
A.  Helgason.  The  chief  person  in  each  district,  assisted 
by  the  clergy  under  him,  has  the  care  ci'  our  a£BEurs  within 
his  province. 

<<  We  have  g^ven  a  general  inviti^on,  by  circular  letters, 
to  all  the  inhabitants  of  our  island  to  join  in  this  momentous 
work ;  and  we  heartily  rejcnoe,  and  are  sure  you  will  rej<nce 
with  us,  in  the  good  disposition  which  is  every  where  mani- 
fested; insomuch,  that  not  only  poor  fathers  of  families,  but 
even  male  and  female  servants,  come  forward  with  their  lit- 
tle contributions.  We  cannot  as  yet  say  what  is  the  amount 
subscribed ;  the  extent  of  our  island,  the  almost  impassable 
state  of  the  roads,  and,  above  all,  the  inclemency  of  the  cli- 
mate in  the  winter  season,  obstructing  the  means  of  convey- 
ance. We  trust,  however,  through  Divine  assstance,  that 
even  among  us,  there  will  appear,  in  due  season,  some  fruit 
of  your  labours ;  that  even  in  this  world,  you  will  be  blessed 
with  this  recompense,  in  part  of  your  piety,  while  the  ful- 
aess  of  reward  is  resented  for  you  in  eternal  life. 

^'  Farewdl,  our  benefactors;  we  ptay  most  fervently  to 
Ahnighty  Grod  to  bless  you." 

<<  Subscribed,  by  order  of  the  Bible  Society  in  Icelaiid> 
by 

«  A.  Hjcl»ason.'' 
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A  letter  was  at  the  same  dme  received  from  the  Right 
Reverend  President,  which,  as  it  contains  his  own  individual 
testimony  to  the  utility  of  the  institution,  I  shall  insert  at 
this  place. 

"  RsYKtAriKj  Sept  4, 1817. 
**  I  have  recrived,  most  worthy  Sir,  with  the  greatest  joy, 
the  letter  you  have  sent  me,  together  with  a  Report,  which 
gives  ab  account  of  the  flourishing  state  and  wonderful  pro- 
gress of  your  Bible  Society ;  for  which  I  most  earnestly  re- 
quest you  to  return,  in  my  name,  the  fullest  thanks  to  that 
excellent  institution. 

«  The  most  high  and  gracious  God  grant  that  it  may 
continue  daily  to  bring  forth  abundant  and  delightful  fruits, 
which  are  none  other  than  the  knowledge  of  the  divine  word, 
and  of  the  duties  it  enjoins  us,  as  well  as  the  advancement 
of  the  happiness  of  the  human  race,  which  depends  thereon.  , 
**  The  present  state  of  our  Bible  Society,  which  is  formed 
afler  the  model  of  yours,  has  been  lately  communicated  to 
you,  in  a  letter  from  the  Secretary,  the  Rev.  Mr  Helgason, 
to  which  I  hesitate  not  to  refer  you. 

<<  Farewell,  ye  benefsu^tors  of  tiie  human  race,  on  whom 
our  heavenly  Father  will  'Xonfer,  in  hb  own  time,  a  reward 
commensurate  with  your  exertion's. 

«  Farewell  also,  most  worthy  Sir;  and  &vour our  Sodety, 
which  delights  to  rank  itself  among  your  ofispring,  with  the 
continuance  of  your  condescendbg  regard  and  patronage. 
(Signed)        Geik  Vidalin, 
"  Prmdeni  of^  Bible  Society  in  Iceland.^ 

As  the  inhaHtants  of  Iceland  are  not  in  any  immediate 
want  of  a  new  edition  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  though,  from 
the  constant  use  they  are  making  of  the  copes  which  thej 
have  recently  received,  there  is  every  reason  to  beUeve  it 
will  not  be  long  ere  it  will  be  called  for,  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Icelandic  Bible  Society  is,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, directed  to  a  proper  revisal  of  their  present  transla- 
tion, which  is  universally  allowed  to  labour  under  very  con^ 
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Biderable  imperfections.  The  Bishop  has  already  prepared 
some  of  the  Gospels ;  the  revision  of  the  Acts  has  be^  un- 
dertaken  by  Justiciary  Einarscm ;  and  several  of  the  Epis- 
tles are  in  a  state  of  forwardness  by  Steingrim  Jonson,  Gut- 
tonn  Paulson,  and  other  individuids  distingui^ed  for  a  cri- 
tical knowledge  of  the  orij^naL 

It  must  certainly  prove  in  a  hi^  d^ee  gratifying  to  all 
the  friends  of  the  Bible  Society  to  learn,  that  to  no  quarter 
of  the  globe  could  their  exertions  have  been  directed  with  a 
greater  probability  of  success  than  to  Iceland,  as  the  inha- 
Intants  of  that  remote  island  were  evidently  prepared  by  the 
Spirit  of  Grod  for  the  reception  of  his  blessed  word ;  and  to 
no  instance  within  the  vast  compassiof  the  Sodety'^s  opera*, 
ticms  can  the  observation  of  the  Apostie  with  more  justice  be 
'  applied :  ^*  The  administration  of  this  service  not  only  wsup- 
plieth  the  want  of  the  saints,  but  is  abundant  also  by  many 
thanksgivings  unto  Grod,  while,  by  the  experiment  of  this 
nunistration,  they  glorify  Grod  for  your  professed  subjection 
unto  the  gospel  of  Christ,  and  for  your  liberal  distribution 
unto  them,  and  unto  all  men ;  and  by  th^  prayer  for  you, 
which  long  afW  you  for  the  exceeding  grace  of  God  inyou^ 
Thanks  be  unto  God'  for  his  unspeakable  gift'^  S  Cor.  ix. 
la— 16. 


The  only  other  incident  worthy  of  notice,  as  hi^pening 
^bout  this  time,  is  the  taking  of  the  salmon  in  the  Hellardj 
or  Salmon  River,  a  few  miles  to  the  east  of  Reyhiavik. 
Having  been  apprised  that  the  quantity  of  salmon  caught  at 
this  place  is  sometimes  immense,  I  accompanied  my  friend 
Mr  Hodgson  to  the  spot  As  we  rode  along,  we  overtook 
numbers  of  Danes  and  Icelanders  of  both  sexes,  and  many 
of  them  accompanied  by  their  children,  all  repairing  to  the 
river ;  on  our  arrival  at  which,  we  found  a  great  concourse 
assembled  to  witness  the  sport,  or  assist  in  taking  the  fish. 
The  HeBard,  as  its  name  imports,  is  very  cavernous :  a 
stream  of  lava  having  been  poured  down  the  guUey  through 
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which  it  runs ;  and  in  these  caverns  the  sahnon  find  admir- 
able  stron^olds  in  which  to  secure  themselves  against  their 
pursuers.  Before  the  proper  season  they  are  only  partially 
caught  by  means  of  large  wooden  boxes  placed  in  front  of 
the  small  water-falls;  but,  on  this  occasioo,  one  of  the 
branches  of  the  river,  which  divides  into  two  arms  a  little 
above  this  spot,  is  dammed  up,  and  the  whole  quantity  of 
water  is  diverted  into  the  other  channel  some  hours  before 
the  catch  b^ns.  The  other  brandi,  which  contains  the 
flalroon,  13  then  drsdned  as  much  a«  possible,  by  some  stones 
bang  taken  out  of  the  barrier  by  which  it  had  been  dammed 
up. 

On  a  dgnal  b^g  given  by  the  proprietor,  a  numbo*  of 
men  rushed  into  the  water  that  remained,  with  a  large  net^ 
and  coming  directly  down  upon  the  salmon,  caught  a  great 
quantity  at  the  first  draught.  This  operation  was  repeated 
till  all  ihe  sahnon  were  taken.  The  whole  number  taken  in 
the  course  of  five  hours  amounted  to  upwards  of  nineteen 
hundred.  Sometimes  nearly  three  thonsttod  are  taken  in 
this  way  in  a  angle  ferenooD.  Hie  greater  number  of  those 
cau^t  <m  tfai»  occasion  were  small,  but  some  of  them  weigh- 
ed twenty-five  pounds.  In  the  river  HvUd  in  B&rgarfiardy 
salmon  are  sometimes  taken  whidi  weigh  forty  pounds. 
That  river,  and  many  others  in  Iceland,  which  abound  in 
this  excellent  fish,  are  divided  among  the  neighbouring  pea- 
sants ;  but  the  HeUari  belongs  to  his  Danish  Majesty,  and 
is  at  present  rented  by  Mr  Scheele,  one  of  the  Danish  resi- 
dents in  Reykiavik. 
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Mmarmagi&'^Armemnrfdl — SkiaUdbreid  Vckaruh^Kaldi. 
da^HMafeO-^agaciiif  of  the  Mouse— Gibbacka—TTie 
remarkable  Cavern  ofSurishellir  described^^Arnarvain^^ 
Deseft'^Bewildered  in  a  Fog^^Hot  Sprhigs  of  Hvera^ 
veBir  described — Btkidudal^^Tlie  Rustic  Astronomer-^ 
Factory  of  Skagastrand. 

It  bang  sull  necessary  for  me  to  visit  some  of  the  clergy, 
and  others  in  the  north  of  Iceland,  I  set  out  once  more 
from  ReykiavUcy  on  Tuesday  the  18th  of  July,  in  company 
with  Messrs  Thomson  and  Brorson,  two  gentlemen  from 
Holstein^  who  intaaded  to  explcNre  some  remarkable  spots  ih 
th!e  interior.'  The  first  day^s  journey  lay  across  the  same 
lonely  tract  I  passed  last  year,  till  we  arrived  at  the  western 
shore  of  the  ThingvaJhyvain^  whm  we  turned  into  the  Al^ 
masmagi&j  and  pitched  our  tents  in  the  middle  of  the  fis- 
sure, a  little  to  the  north  of  the  site  of  the  booth  in  which 
Snorro  Gk)da  lived  during  his  stay  at  the  Althing.  It  lies 
on  the  north  side  of  the  small  op^iing  that  leads  out  of  the 
fissure,  and  commands  a  fine  view  of  the  fissure  itself,  the 
river  Oxardy  the  Logberg,  and  the  church  and  parsoni^of 
T%ingvaOeL 

Next  morning  we  left  TTiingvallaf  from  which  we  had 
been  richly  supplied  with  trout  and  cream,  and  proceeded  in 
a  northerly  direction  across  the  lava,  which  everywhere  ex- 
hiUted  tremendous  parallel  rents,  and  prevented  us  from  ad- 
vancing with  that  celerity  we  cquld  have  wi^ed.  At  the 
terpiinaticm  of  the  Almmnagi&j  we  arrived  at  the  base  of 
Armannsfelly  a  huge  mountain  of  tufia,  which  has  also  been 
rent  from  its  foundations  at  the  period  of  the  sinking  of  the 
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valley,  and  consists  for  the  most  part  of  the  wildest  preci* 
pices,  which  overhang  the  road  in  ratheiv  an  alarming  man- 
ner.  Having  skirted  for  some  time  the  immense  stream  of 
lava  that  has  been  poured  down  in  this  direction  from  Mount 
SkiaUdbreidf  we  came  to  the  beautiful  plain  of  Hqfmamka- 
Jliotf  which  is  covered  with  rich  grass,  and  where  the  origi- 
nal occupiers  of  the  tract  are  said  to  have  held  their  feats  d£ 
athletic  prowess  amid  hundreds  of  spectators. 

We  had  now  to  climb  a  very  steep  and  narrow  pass,  ha- 
vii^  a  conical  mountain  of  small  basaltic  lava  on  our  rig^t^ 
and  several  irr^ular  tuffii  hills  on  the  left ;  and  after  de- 
scending into  an  extenave  sandy  plain,  in  which  lay  a  large 
lake  of  white  water,  we  came  to  the  western  margin  oS  the 
lava,  on  the  opposite  aide  of  which  rose  the  volcano  SkidUd' 
breidj  or  "  Broad  Shield,^  so  called  fix)m  its  striking  resem- 
blance to  that  ancient  weapon  of  defence.  It  may  be  about 
8000  feet  of  perpendicular  height,  yet  rises  with  so  gradual 
an  ascent,  that,  were  it  not  for  its  lavas,  a  carriage  might 
proceed  up  its  surface  with  the  utmost  ease.  Its  base  de- 
scribes a  circle  of  at  least  thirty  miles.  The  crater,  at  its 
summit,  is  distinctly  visible ;  and  all  around  its  sides,  and 
across  the  surrounding  plains,  nothing  is  visible  but  the 
lava  which  it  has  poured  forth  in  every  direction. 

pEissing  to  the  west  of  tlie  volcano,  we  arrived  about  three 
in  the  afternoon  at  a  small  grassy  spot,  where  we  were  in  ex- 
pectation of  getting  something  for  our  horses ;  but  the  ca- 
ravans that-  had  recently  passed  this  way  had  eaten  it  com- 
pletely bare :  however,  as  we  had  a  long  stony  desert  before 
lis,  it  was  necessary  to  unload  the  horses  for  a  few  hours  at 
this  place.  At  six  o^clock  we  recommenced  our  journey, 
pursuing  the  road,  called  Kaididals-vegur,  which  at^first  we 
found  pretty  good,  owing  to  a  little  soil  that  has  gathered  in 
the  course  of  time  among  the  ancient  lavas,  but  it  soon  be- 
gan to  deteriorate,  and  at  last  got  so  stony,  that  we  wore 
obliged  to  'walk  at  a  slow  pace.  The  KaJdidal  itself  we 
found  perfectly  to  answer  to  its  name.  *  On  every  hand  we 
were  surrounded  by  mountains  of  perpetual  snow  and  ice ; 
•  The  Cdd  Dale. 
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the  road  lay  at  titnes  acroas  immenae  heaps  of  snow,  and  not 
a  patch  of  vegetadon  was  peroeptiUe  in  any  direction.  Had 
it  not  been  for  the  fineness  of  the  weather,  the  ride  must 
have  been  abscJutely  intolerable. 

Advancing  to  the  right  of  die  andent  volcano^  but  now  an 
ice-mountai%  called  Oky  we  came  in  contact  with  the  Gdt^ 
Icmdi  lokul^  or  the  south-west  division  of  the  long  chain  of 
snow  and  ice  mountains  described  in  the  former  part  of  the 
journal,  when  we  had^an  opportunity  of  adipiring  some  of 
the  beautiful  glaciers  which  flow  down  from  its  upper  re- 
gions into  the  subjacent  plains*  Near*  its  termination,  the 
Yokul  unbraces  the  b^se  of  a  whitish  mountain,  resembling 
the  mountain  of  DrdjmhUd,  and  most  probably  of  the  same 
ibrmatiou.  About  three  o^clock  in  the  morning  we  arrived 
at  the  banks  of  the  Geiilandsdf  whose  waters  are  of  a  whitish 
muddy  colour,  and  give  the  name  to  the  noble  HvM^  which 
flows  with  such  migesty  through  the  Syssel  of  Borgarfiord. 
After  skirting  its  southern  margin  for  the  space  of  an  hour, 
during  which  time  we  crbssed  an  ancient  stream  of  lava, 
partially  covered  with  birch,  we  came  to  a  good-lodkingfarm, 
called  HuaqfiiU^  beside  which  we  pitched  our  tents,  and  in- 
stantly retired  to  rest  The  distance  fhxn  TbingvaUa  to 
this  place  is  upwards  of  forty  mile& 

There  is  nothing  about  H%u(rfell  deserving  of  notice  ex* 
cept  its  mouse,  the  history  of  which  has  rendered  it  more  fa- 
mous than  other  parts  of  the  island  where  the  same  aoologi«> 
cal  phenomenon  has  presented  itself.  This  animal,  which  is 
supposed  by  Olafsen  and  Povelsen  to  be  a  variation  of  the 
wood^  or  economical  mouse,  displays  a  surprising  degree  of 
sagacity,  both  in  conveying  home  its  provisions,  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  stocks  them  in  the  mi^gazine  appropriate 
ed  for  that  purpose.  In  a  country,  says  Mr  Pennant,* 
where  berries  are  but  thinly  di^rsed,  these  little  animals 
are  obliged  to  cross  rivers  to  make  their  distant  forages.  In 
their  return  with  the  booty  to  their  magazines,  they  are  obli- 
ged to  repass  the  stream ;  of  which  Mr  Olafsen  (Olafsen  and 
Povelsen)  gives  the  following  account:  <'  The  par^,  which 

*  IntTodL  to  Ajctic  Zocdofy,  p.  \f.j^ 
2k 
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oonsists  of  from  ax  to  ten,  select  a  flat  piece  of  dried  cow- 
dung,  on  wbkh'  they  place  the  berries  on  a  heap  in  the  mid. 
die;  then,  by  their  united  force,  bring  it  to  th^  M'^ter^'s 
edge,  and,  after  launching  it,  embark,  and  place  themselves 
round  the  heap,  with  their  heads  jcined  over  it,  and  thdr 
backs  to  the  wate^,  their  tails  pendent  in  the  stream,  serving 
the  purpose  of  rudders.*"  Mr  Hodcer  *  ridicules  the  idea  of 
any  such  process,  and  tells  us,  that  every  sensible  Icdander 
laughs  at  the  account  as  &bulous ;  but  the  individuals  he 
alludes  to  must  have  been  possessed  of  an  equal  degree  of 
incredulity  with  himself;  and  every  considerate  naturalist 
wDl  rather  be  disposed,  with  our  celebrated  ^soologist,  -f-  to 
reason  analogically  from  the  well-known  sagacity  of  the  bea- 
ver and  squirrel,  than  deny  the  probability  of  the  case. 

Having  been  apprised  of  the  doubts  that  were  entertain- 
ed  on  this  subject,  before  setting  out  on  my  second  excur* 
fflon,  I  made  a  point  of  inquiring  at  different  individuals  as 
to  the  reality  of  the  account,  and  I  am  ha}:^y  in  being  able 
to  say,  that  it  is  now  establi^ed  as  an  important  fact  in  na^ 
tural  history,  by  tlie  testimony  of  two  eye-witnesses  of  un- 
questionable veracity,  the  clergyman  of  Sriamskek,  and  Ma- 
dame Benedictson  of  SHckesJiolm ;  both  of  whom  assured 
jne  that  they  had  seen  the  expedition  performed  repeatedly. 
Madame  B.  in  particular,  recollected  having  spent  a  whole 
afternoon,  in  her  younger  days,  at  the  margin  of  a  small 
lake  on  which  these  skilful  navigators  had  embarked,  and 
amused  herself  and  her  companions  by  driving  them  away 
from  the  sides  of  the  lake  as  they  approached  them.  I  was 
also  informed  that  they  make  use  of  dried  mushnx^ns  as 
sacks,  in  which  they  convey  their  provi^ons  to  the  river, 
and  thence  to  their  homes.  Nor  is  the  stru^iu*e  of  thdr 
nests  less  remarkable.  From  the  surface  of  the  ground  a 
long  passage  runs  into  the  earth,  similar  to  that  of  the  Ice. 
^landic  houses,  and  terminates  in  a  large  and  deep  hde,  in- 
tended to  receive  any  water  that  may  find  its  way  through 
the  passage,  and  serving  at  the  same  time  as  a  place  for 
(heir  dung.  About  two-thirds  of  the  passi^  in^  two  di- 
*  Tour  in  Iceland.  ^  Mr  Feooiuit. 
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agonal  roads  lead  to  their  sleeping  apartment  and  the  maga- 
zine, which  they  always  contrive  to  keep  free  from  wet 

About  three  oVlock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  20th,  we  again 
struck  our  tents;  but  previous  to  our  setting  off,  we  stepped 
up  to  the  farm,  in  order  to  pay  for  the  milk  we  had  drunk, 
when  we  received  the  following  {»ous  and  uncommon  answer 
from  the  mistress :  "  No,  I  will  not  take  any  thing  for  it ; 
for  we  receive  it  from  God  for  nothmg.^ 

Allowing  our  baggage  to  proceed  into  the  desert,  we 
struck  off  in  a  westeriy  direction  to  GUsbackay  where  I  had 
some  business  to  transact  with  the  clergyman,  Sira  Hiortr 
Jonson.  The  lava  in  front  of  Husqf&L  we  found  so  rugged 
and  uneven,  that  it  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty  we  could 
get  our^iorses  across  it;  but  what  rendered  it  peculiarly 
dangerous  was,  that  the  rents  and  chasms  were,  for  th^  most 
part,  covered  with  willows,  the  branches  of  which  had  grown 
together,  so  as  to  hide  the  fissures  from  our  view,  though 
many  of  them  w^  only  a  few  inches  from  the  track.  Af- 
ter crossing  the  Cfeiilandsa  and  Nordlingqflioi,  a  little  above 
their  confluence,  when  the  joint  stream  assumes  the  name  of 
tlie  Hvk&y  we  encountered  another  stream  of  lava,  called, 
from  its  odour,  the  Grey  Lava,  {Gra  Hrav/n^)  which  we 
found,  if  possible,  still  more  cavernous  and  distorted.  On 
our  arrival  at  GUsbadcOj  we  were  kindly  received  by  Mr 
Jon8on  and  his  wife,  and  provided  with  the  usual  refresh- 
ments. The  church,  houses,  and  farm  are  in  good  order, 
and  form  altogether  a  very  agreeable  place  of  residence. 

We  again  left  GUsbadca  a  little  before  midnight,  accom- 
panied by  the  clergyman,  and  pursued  our  course  in  an 
easterly  direction,  occa^onally  skirting  the  Gkey  Lava,  and 
crosfflng  its  projecting  arms ;  till,  passing  the  two  last  farms, 
we  recTosscd  the  NordHngaJiiaty  and  entered  the  extensive 
desert  known  by  the  name  of  Amarvatnsheidu  About  two 
o^clock  we  overtook  our  men,  at  a  small  green  spot  called 
ReUnsfitiar^  just  as  they  were  abbiit  to  unload  the  horses, 
and  proceeded,  without  delay,  to  pitch  our  tents,  which, 
with  ihuch  dMficulty,  wc  effected  on  a  dome  of  lava ! 

Having  slept  a  few  hours  at  this  place,  we  set  out  on  fogt 
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to  explore  the  ronarkable  cavom  of  SurisheUir,  which  lay 
at  the  distance  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile  due  east  from  the  mtc 
of  our  tents.  The  whole  tract  presented  nothing  to  the 
view  but  the  most  irregular  lava  imaginaUe^  now  lying  in 
compact  and  l^evel  masses,  and  now  distorted  and  lnt>k»i  in 
a  thousand  pieces.  The  fiery  torrent  has  evidently  angma* 
ted  in  Bald  Yohdy  and  after  flowing  past  the  long  project* 
ing  point  of  Eiriksgnypay  it  has  spread  to  the  extent  of  more 
than  four  miles,  deranged  the  course  of  the  NcrdimgafRiM, 
filled  every  comer  of  the  valley^  and  risen  to  a  oonuderaUe 
height  on  the  sides  of  the  adjoining  mountains. 

A  small  path  made  by  those  whose  curiosity  prompfs 
them  to  visit  the  cavern,  directed  us  to  the  spot,  where  we 
found  a  vardsj  or  heap  of  stones,  on  an  elevated  part  <^  the 
lava,  serving  the  purpose  of  a  mark.  On  oiu*  arrival  at  this 
place,  we  descended  into  a  large  chasm,  which  has  been  fcnrm- 
ed  by  the  failing  ia  of  the  crust  of  lava  ;  and  direct  before 
us,  towards  the  south,  yawned  the  gloomy  abode  of  daric« 
ness,  measuring  about  40  feet  in  height,  by  50  in  breadth ; 
which  dimensions  it  retains  for  more  than  two*thirds  of  its 
length,  which  has  been  ascertained  by  admeasuremait  to  be 
6034  feet  All  round  the  entrance  were  large  heaps  of 
stones  which  have  fallen  down  from  the  roof;  scrambling 
over  which  we  came  to  a  large  heap  of  congealed  snow,  and 
descended  to  the  margin  of  a  long  pool  of  water,  the  bot- 
tom of  which  consisted  of  ice ;  but  as  the  water  was  exces* 
sively  cold,  and  would  have  taken  us  past  the  middle^  we 
returned  in  the  hopes  of  being  able  to  discover  a  more  am^ 
venient  aperture.  We  had  only  proceeded  a  short  way 
across  the  lava,  when  we  came  to  another  vast  chasm,  form- 
ed in  like  manner  by  the  falling  in  of  the  roof;  but  as  the 
walls  were  nearly  30  feet  of  perpendicular  hei^t,  and  we 
had  no  rqpes  with  us,  we  saw  no  possibility  of  descending^ 
and  therefore  advanced  still  further  in  search  ,of  a  third. 
Afler  spending  an  hour  in  fruitless  pursuit,  we  retraced 
our  steps  to  die  second  opening,  when  one  of  our  party^ 
more  adventurous  than  the  rest,  succeeded  in  getting  downy 
and  was  followed  by  all  of  us,  except  the  cleigyman,  who, 
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Wng  rather  corpulent,  dur^t  not  make  the  attempt  Howi 
ever,  as  he  was  equally  desirous  of  seeing  the  curio^ties  o^ 
liie  cavan,  he  returned  to  the  first -aperture,  and  resolved 
to  ford  the  deep  water,  notwithstanding  his  being  the  short-^ 
est  of  any  of  us.  Solidtous,  if  possible,  to  save  him  this 
trouble,  we  entered  that  part  of  the  cave  from  the  inner 
end,  and -fortunately  discovered  a  crust  of  lava  running 
longitudinally  along  the  right-hand  side,  which  was  just 
broad  enou^  for  our  friend  to  walk  upon,  while  he  sus- 
pended^iimself  in  a  great  measure,  by  the  knobby  and  sta« 
bctitic  lavas  above. 

One  of  our  servants,  who  had  followed  us  to  the  spot, 
could  not  on  any  account  be  prevailed  on  to  accompany  us 
mto  the  cavern.  His  mind  was  evidently  tinctured  with  the 
same  superstition  to  which  the  cavern  owes  its  name.  It 
formed  one  article  of  the  ancient  Scandinavian  creed,  that  at 
the  close  of  the  present  system  of  things,  Surtury  the  black 
prince  of  the  r^ions  of  fire,  should  proceed  from  ^eisouth, 
and  set  the  world  on  flames-;  *  and  .the^ri^nal  iilhabitants 
of  Icdand  having  fallen  in  with  this  cavern,  and  contem- 
plated  the  awful  marks  of  conflagration  with  which  it  is  sur- 
lounded,  have  conceived  the  idea  that  a  more  proper  abode 
could  not  be  assigned  to  the  genius  of  fire. 

"Vi^e  now  lighted  our  torches,  and  entered  the  cavern, 
which  was  also  filled,  at  this  place,  to  a  considerable  height 
with  snow;  beyond  which  we  fell  in  with  a  rugged  tract  of 
large  angular  pieces  of  lava  that  had  fallen  from  the  vault, 
80  that  we  were  in  constant  danger  of  cutting  ourselves,  or 
£dfing  into  the  holes  of  water  that  lay  between  them.  Nor 
were  we  without  apprehenaons  lest  fresh  masses  should  have 
dislodged  themselves  from  the  roof,  and  crushed  us  to  atoms. 

The  darkness  here  became  so  great,  that  with  all  the  light 
afforded  us  by  two  large  torches,  we  were  still  prevented 
from  surveying  so  distinctly  as  we  ieould  have  wished,  the 
oeautiful  blade  volcanic  stallustites  with  which  the  high  and 
spacious  vault  was  hung,  or  the  aides  of  the  cave,  run  into' 

*  See  the  Y^iluqplL  and  the  PflBmisaga,  concemiiig  Sagovodor  io  Snono'j 
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vitrified  horizontal  stripes,  that  appear  to  have  been  formed 
by  the  flowing  of  the  stream  of  melted  stones,  while  its  ex« 
terior  parts  have  beei^  cooled  by  thar  exposure  to  the  atmo- 
sph^^.  Aflar  contemplating  these  curious  productions  of 
nature,  and  just  as  we  were  on  the  pohit  of  prosecutiii|g  our 
subterraneous  journey,  we  discovered  a  large  excavation  si* 
tuated  at  some  height  on  our  right,  which,  with  some  diffi- 
culty, we  reached  and  entered  ;  but,  afler  advancing  about 
eighty  feet,  the  roof  got  so  low,  that  we  could  no  longer  walk 
with  any  degree  of  ease,  so  that  we  returned,  and  entering 
a  still  smaller  subdivision,  arrived  again  by  im  easy  route  at 
the  mfun  cavern.  . 

Almost  exactly  Slicing  us,  on  the  opposite  side,  we  des- 
cried  the  entrance,  to  two  other  subterraneous  passages  of 
an  immense  size,  which  we  instantly  recognized  as  the  asy- 
him  to  which  numerous  banditti  resorted  in  former  times, 
and  of  which  mention  is  made  in  the  ancient  historical  mo- 
numents of  the  island.  *  Descemling  into  the  cavern,  we 
began  to  scale  the  rampart,  ^fhich  is  about  t^i  feet  of  per- 
pendicular height  from  the  bottom  of  the  cave,  and  succeedU 
ed  in  entering  the  excavation  behind  it ;  but  we  had  not 
proceeded  many  st^s,  when  we  were  arrested  by  a  long 
stone  wall,  about  three  feet  high,  visibly  made  by  the  hand 
of  man.  It  had  a  small  door  or  entrance  about  the  middle, 
through  which  we  passed,  after  having  surveyed  a  large  cir- 
cular heap  of  decayed  bones,  mostly  of  ^eep  atid  oxen,  but 
also  some  of  horses,  which  the  robbers  had  killed  for  their 
subsistence.  Within  the  inclosnre  was  a  room  or  apartment, 
about  thirty  feet  in  length,  by  fifVeen  in  breadth,  the  floor 
of  which  was  strewed  with  the  finest  volcanic  sand,  and  is 
supposed  to  have  supf^ed  the  place  of  beds.  From  this  we 
penetrated  about  forty  yards ;  but  finding  that  our  farther 
progress  must  have  been  purchased  by  wading  in  cold  wa- 
ter  past  the  knees,  we  returned  to  the  entrance.  The  whole 
length  of  this  cave  is  about  three  hundred  feet ;  its  height 
at  tlie  entrance,  and  a  con^derable  way  in,  b  about  eighteen 
feet ;  and  its  breadth  twenty-four.  The  vault  is  hung  with 
*  See  Sturluoga,  book  v.  chap.  46. 
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elUl  more  beautiful  stalactites  than  that  of  the  m^n  cavern, 
and  at  they  are  more  strcMigly  vitrified,  tliey  reflect  the  hght 
in  a  very  splendid  manner. 

Having  seen  all  that  appeared  worthy  of  observation  here, 
-we  again  ckscended  fVom  the  rampart,  and  pursued  our 
pourse  into  the  profound  chasm,  which  still  opened  in  dark* 
neas  before  us.  We  were  again  incommoded  by  heaps  of 
stones,  mariy  of  which  appeared  to  be  of  recent  deposition ; 
but  after  having  surmounted  this  difficulty^  a  still  more  for- 
midable obstacle  presented  itself-— a  long  tract  of  water, 
through  which  it  was  absolutely  necessary  for  us  to  wade^ 
if  we  would  gain  the  innar  end  of  the  cave«  It  took  us  up 
to  the  knees,  and  at  first  seemed  rather  alarming,  as  we  ap« 
prehended  deep  holes,  into  which  we  might  precipitate  our-» 
aelvei  ere  we  were  aware ;  but  we  soon  found  that  the  bot« 
toftn  was  perfectly  sound,  consisting  of  smooth  ice  of  amaz« 
ing  thickness,  over  which  we  advanced  with  uncommon  v^ 
loeity.  The  only  thing  of  a  disagreeable  nature  was  the 
coldness  of  the  water.  Towards  the  termination  of  the  ice^ 
a  large  fragm^it  of  lava  now  and  then  obstructed  our  pas- 
sage, and  obliged  us  to  seek  an  oblique  road ;  and  in  the 
course  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour  from  our  leaving  the  ranu 
part,  we  arrived  at  a  third  opening  in  the  roof,  the  hght  ad- 
mitted through  which  we  could  discover  at  a  great  distance. 
The  cave  opens  at  this  aperture  into  two  divisions,  which 
are  separated  from  each  oiher  by  a  narrow  partition  of  lava ; 
'aoMl  at  the  opposite  end  of  the  aperture,  which  is  nearly  half 
full  of  stones,  two  large  holes  present  themselves ;  but  that 
k>  the  left  does  not  run  farther  than  twenty  feet,  wheretui  the 
ptfaer  is  the  continuation  of  the  grand  cavern.  We  had  no 
sooner  left  the  light  of  day  than  we  came  to  another  pool  of 
water,  through  which  we  had  to  wade,  but  found  it  less  deep 
iban  the  two  former  ones,  taking  us  only  mid-leg.  Ex* 
changing  thia  for  a  rough  stony  tract,  which  gave  place  to.a 
fine  'floor  of  even  lava,  and  after  we  bad  walked  a  long  way 
without.meeting  any  interruption,  we  could  once  more  dis- 
cover a  small  gUmmering  of  light  descending  through  the 
last  window  or  aperture  in  the  roof  of  the  cave.   This  opem 
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ing  we  found  much  smaller  than  any  of  the  preoeding;  and 
what  afforded  us  no  small  joy,  was  the  discovery  that  the 
surface  of  the  ground  was  attainable  without  the  least  diffi- 
culty by  its  northern  side,  as  by  this  means  we  m^t  save 
ourselves  the  trouble  of  returning  by  the  mouth  of  the 
cave. 

We  now  entered  the  aperture  at  the  opponte  end,  and 
almost  instantaneously  found  ourselves  envel<^)ed  in  thicker 
darkness  than  ever,  but  met  with  neither  water  nor  stones. 
The  floor  was  covered  wilh  a  thick  coating  of  ice,  and  dqp* 
ped  so  rapidly,  that,  finding  it  imposnble  to  keep  our  feet, 
we  sat  down,  and  slid  forward  by  our  own  weight  On 
holding  the  torches  close  to  the  ice,  we  could  disoovw  its 
thickness  to  seven  or  dght  feet,  dear  as  crystal  It  was  not 
long  till  we  reached  a  spot,  the  grandeur  of  which  amply 
rewarded  all  our  tcnl ;  and  would  have  done  so,  though  we 
had  travelled  an  hundre4  times  the  distance  to  see  it  Ths 
roof  and  sides  of  the  cave  were  decorated  with  the  most  su- 
perb icicles,  crystallized  in  every  possible  form,  many  of 
which  rivalled  in  minuteness  the  finest  zeolites ;  while,  from 
the  icy  floor,  rose  pillars  of  the  same  substance,  assuraiog 
all  the  curious  and  fantastic  shapes  imapnable,  UKdking  the 
proudest  specimens  of  art,  and  counterfrndng  many  wdl- 
known  objects  of  animated  nature.  Many  of  them  were  up* 
wards  of  four  feet  high,  generally  sharpened  at  the  extre* 
mity,  and  about  two  feet  in  thickness.  A  more  brilliant 
scene  p^haps  never  presented  itself  to  the  human  eye^  nor 
was  it  easy  for  us  to  divest  ourselves  oi  the  idea,  that  we 
actually  beheld  one  of  the  fairy  scenes  depicted  in  eastern 
fable.  The  light  of  the  tordies  rendered  it  peculiarly  en* 
chantmg. 

Quitting  this  exqui^te  spot,  we  passed  al<mg  the  side  of 
m  double  layer  of  ice,  which  was  quite  smooth ;  but  being 
exceedingly  sharp  at  the  edge,  we  were  frequently  in  dsn- 
ger  of  cutting  ourselves  upon  it  We  next  encountered  a 
miry  part  of  die  cavern,  which  was  more  solid,  however, 
than  we  at  first  expected;  and  as  it  was  even,  and  grsdu* 
^iy  sloped  downwards,  we  advanced  with  considerable  apeedi 
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till,  all  At  onee,  wc  discovered  the  pyramid  of  lava  mentioned 
by  Olafien  and  Povelsen,  *  on  which  we  still  found  one  of 
the  two  diver  coins  deposited  here  by  these  gentlemen  in  the 
year  175S.  As  it  was  the  Danish  ten  skilling  piece  that 
was  amissing,  and  not  the  half-crown,  it  was  dear  it  had  not 
been  stolen,  but  had  fallen  down  among  the  stones  of  which 
the  pjnramid  is  composed.  On  the  upper  side  of  the  half* 
crown,  which  we  found  l3ang  on  the  surface  of  a  flat  piece 
of  lava,  serving  as  a  pedestal  for  the  top-stone  of  the  pyra- 
mid, was  a  signature  in  red  wax,  representing  two  dogs  at- 
tacking  a  hedge-hog,  with  the  superscription  imda&no,  in 
capital  letters.  The  solitary  letter  at  the  foot  was  somewhat 
effaced,  so  that  we  could  not  discern  whether  it  was  a  A  or 
an  E;  but,  in  either  case,  it  was  the  initial  of  cme  of  the 
Christian  names  of  the  travellers  above-mentioned.  The 
impressions  in  wax  on  the  stone  itself  were  so  defaced  as  to 
be  ill^Ue.  Having  impressed  our  signatures  in  like  man- 
ner with  wax  on  two  Danish  rixorts,  and  two  six-skilling 
pieces,  we  deposited  them  beside  the  half-crown,  and  repair-*' 
ed  such  parts  of  the  monument  as  had  fallen  down.  At  the 
foot  of  the  pyramid  lay  still  part  of  the  piece  of  Inrch  wood 
Bientioned  by  Olafsen  and  Povelsen.  It  was  quite  humid^ 
yet  did  not  appear  to  have  undergone  any  material  altera- 
tion ance  thdr  time,  for  it  stiU  required  a  little  pressure  to 
crumble  it  to  dust 

A  conaderable  way  without  the  pjrramid  the  cavern  be- 
gins to  contract ;  and  after  walking  about  400  feet  further, 
we  came  to  the  inner  end,  where  the  marks  of  two  subdivi. 
nons  appeared,  but  they  ware  entirely  filled  up  with  large 
pieces  of  lava,  part  of  which  has  fallen  from  th^  roof,  and 
the  rest  seems  to  be  the  lava  in  its  original  bed,  but  cracked 
And  disjointed  by  its  exposure  to  the  atmosphere. 

As  we  had  now  ftilly  gratified  our  ciuiosity,  we  returned 
to  the  last  aperture  in  the  vault,  through  which  we  again 
reached  the  surface  of  the  earth,  aftar  having  spent  upwards 
c£  four  hours  under  ground ;  but  found  ourselves  almost 
iaiffocated  with  heat,  on  so  sudden  a  tranntion  from  the  cold 
*  Bdse  igiensem  Idsnd.  p.  251. 
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and  dark  cavern  to  <^n  day,  where  the  rays  of  the  sun 
were  very  strongly  reflected  from  the  vitrified  lava  and  voU 
canic  sand  around  us.  It  was  almost  the  same  as  if  we  bad 
suddenly  exchanged  a  Greenland  winter  fcHr  an  African 
summer.  On  looking  across  the  lava,  in  'the  direction  of 
the  cave,  it  was  evident,  that  it  stretched  to  the  base  of  an 
adjoining  mountain,  called  Siruiur^  where  the  lava,  having 
been  prevented  from  advancing,  has  been  dammed  up  and 
cooled,  while  the  fresh  currents  from  the  volcano  have  pur* 
sued  their  course  down  the  valley  to  the  river  Hviid. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2^,  we  pursued  our  journey  into 
the  desert  The  road  lay  at  first  across  the  western  border 
of  the  stream  of  lava ;  leaving  which,  we  entered  an  exten- 
ave  tract  of  the  same  substance,  the  deposition  of  whidi  is 
in  all  probability  coeval  with  the  island  itself;  and,  as  the 
ground  continued  gradually  to  ascend,  and  the  atmosphere 
was  perfectly  dear,  we  ultimately  obtained  a  very  command* 
ing  prospect  of  the  western  parts  of  Icdand.  One  of  the 
principal  inconveniences  to  which  travellers  are  exposed  is 
passing  through  the  deserts,  is  the  want  of  water.  As  tbe 
day  was  hot,  our  bottles  soon  got  exhausted ;  and  we  wero 
obliged  to  travel  several  hours  before  we  again  fell  in  with 
a  stream.  About  two  o'clock  we  reached  the  large  lake  Jr- 
narvatn^  frtim  which  the  desert  derives  its  name.  It  branches 
out  into  a  great  many  arms,  which  extend  in  eveiy  directkm, 
so  that  there  is  no  part  of  the  surrounding  country  from 
which  the  whole  lake  ,may  be  seen  at  oqe  view.  Near  its 
eastern  extremity  we  were  shewn  a  small  house,  which  is 
annually  repaired  by  those  who  come  hither  troia  the  south 
country  to  nsh  on  the  lake,  and  is  said  to  have  been  originally 
built  by  the  famous  champion  Grettir,  on  which  account  it 
still  bears  the  name  <^  Grettis-^kauU. 

At  the  termination  of  the  desert  of  Amarvatnshridh  ^ 
came  to  the  "  Twelve  Wattls,''  or  pillars,  where  the  huge 
waste,  known  by  the  name  of  Stori  Sandur,  begins,  which 
is  supposed  to  be  the  highest  mountain-road  of  any  on  the 
island.  According  to  an  observation  made  with  the  baro- 
meter in  1792,  it  was  fpund  to  b©  about  2212  feet  above  the 
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level  of  the  sea.  *  As  it  was  the  object  of  my  compamons, 
in  pursuing  this  route,  to  visit  the  remarkable  hot  springs  of 
Hveravdlir^  which,  according  to  the  maps,  iaj  only  a  Uttle 
to  the  right,  I  resolved  to  proceed  with  them  in  that  direc- 
tion. Deceived  partly  by  the  maps,  aoid  partly  by  what 
we  conceived  to  be  columns  of  steam,  we  struck  dS  from  the 
road,  and  entered  a  region  that  had  in  all  probability  never 
been  trod  before  by  the  foot  of  man.  We  had  not  advanced 
far,  when  we  almost  began  to  repent  of  our  having  taken 
this  route,  as  nothing  appeared,  as  far  as  the  eye  oould  readi, 
but  a  desert  of  sand  and  stones,  or  Alpine  mountains  of 
ever-during  snow.  We  literally  entered  "  a  land  of  deserts 
imd  pits,  a  land  of  drought,  and  of  the  shadow  of  death ;  a 
land  that  no  man  passed  through,  and  where  no  man  dwelt,^ 
Jer.  ii.  6. 

Our  men,  who  had  all  along  been  averse  to  the  expedition, 
.now  began  to  be  loud  in  their  complaints,  and  depicted  to 
us,  in  very  pathetic  language,  the  inevitable  starvation  of 
our  horses,  and  the  risk  we  should  run  of  losing  our  lives  by 
the  hands  of  robbers,  with  whom  they  appr^nded  some 
part  of  this  remote  desert  might  be  infested,  foreigners  in 
general  ridicule  the  idea  of  there  being  any  people  of  this 
description  in  the  interior,  and  my  own  favourable  ideas  of 
the  character  of  the  Icelanders  prevented  me  from  entertfun- 
ing  any  fears  on  the  subject ;  but  the  Chid-Justice  has  since 
told  me,  he  certainly  would  not  have  ventured  to  travel 
through  many  parts  that  I  did  without  fiatcis;  and  the 
merchants  have  sometimes  traded  with  people,  who,  both 
from  tlieir  appearance,  and  the  nature  of  their  traffic,  exn 
cited  strong  suspicions  of  their  beinff  inhabitants  of  the  de* 
6ert. 

About  seveao^clock  in  the  evening,  we  descried  some 
beautiful  green  plains  at  the  base  of  the  ice  mountains.  How- 
ever,  the  discovay  created  as  much  alarm  in  the  minds  of 
our  servants  as  it  afforded  joy  to  us ;  for  they  were  now  sure 
that  we  would  fall  in  with  robbers,  and  it  was  not  long  ere 
fhey  point^  out  to  us  a  number  of  horses  feeding  close  t^ 
*  Mr  Panlsen^t  MS.  at  sup.  §  17* 
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the  Yokul,  which  at  first  rather  shook  our  confidence,  anfl 
inclined  us  to  listen  with  some  degree  of  attention  to  the 
pr*  »pf  wed  method  of  defence-;  but  a  single  glance  through  a 
spy-glass  converted  the  horses  into  large  stones,  that  had 
been  thrown  down  from  some  neighbouring  volcano ;  and  we 
hastened  forward  to  the  plains,  to  wbidi  we  gave  the  name 
of  YdhdS'VeOir,  and  encamped  in  front  of  a  small  eminence, 
richly  covered  with  willows,  angelica,  and  a  great  variety  of 
other  botanical  productions,  on  which  our  h(»?6e8  feasted  with 
great  avidity. 

The  following  morning  we  renewed  our  lonesome  journey, 
and  proceeded  in  nearly  an  easterly  direction  towards  the 
northern  termination  of  the  Yokul :  but,  after  ascending  a 
very  hilly  tract,  and  just  as  we  approached  the  base  of  the 
ice,  we  were  forced,  by  some  deep,  but  dry,  channels,  to  strike 
crfT  to  the  left,  when  we  almost  instantly  found  ourselves  sur- 
rounded by  a  number  of  small  hills,  die  conical  form  of  which 
bespoke  their  volcanic  origin,  though  they  appeared  to  be 
much  older  than  a  stream  of  lava  which  runs  down  from  the 
Yokul  on  the  right,  but  soon  stops,  presenting,  at  its  ter- 
mination, a  nearly  perpendicular  wall  of  more  than  forty  feet 
in  height  We  had  scarcely  begun  to  make  our  observations 
on  the  geologic  phenomena  around  us,  when,  to  our  no  small 
concern,  we  got  enveloped  in  mist,  which  closed  thicker  and 
thicker  on  every  side,  till  at  last  we  could  scarcely  see  the 
last  horse  in  our  train.  We  now  depended  on  th^  compass, 
but,  on  taking  it  out  of  our  luggage-chest,  we  were  astonish- 
ed to  find  it  refuse  to  lend  us  any  asastance.  It  kept  shaking 
and  dippingtowards  die  face,  and  appeared  to  be  more  strong- 
ly attracted  downwards  than  to  any  of  the  points ;  so  great 
must  have  been  the  predominance  of  irony  matter  among  the 
volcanic  substances  in  the  vicinity.  We  had  no  altemadve 
lefl,  but  to  foHow,  as  well  as  we  could,  the  direction  we  had 
originally  pursued,  and  passed  over  immense  masses  of  ice^ 
in  which  we  discovered  numerous  chasms  of  invisible  depth. 

After  winding  round  the  base  of  several  hills  that  were 
partially  covered  with  snow,  and  travernng  wide  gulleys  whose 
surface  was  covered  with  comminuted  lava,  we  fell  in  with  a 
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Very  andent  and  extensive  torrent  of  lava,  that  appeared  to 
have  its  origin  in  some  part  of  the  northern  extremity  of  the 
.  Tdktd.  Proceeding  up  a  guUey  between-  the  lava,  and  a 
snow-mountain  to  our  right,  we  entertained  some  hopes  of 
^ctricating  ourselves  by  this  route ;  but  being  suddenly  fa- 
voured with  a  temporary  dispernon  of  the  mist,  we  had  the 
)nortification  to  find  that  all  further  progress  was  obstructed 
by  an  immense  Alpine  barrier  which  presented  itself  directly 
before  us^  Retracing  our  steps,  we  at  last  resolved  to  cross 
the  lava,  which  we  found  in  a  state  of  great  decomposition, 
and,  after  scrambling. over  it  for  some  hours,  without  any 
further  prospect  of  success,  it  appeared  most  advisable  to 
follow  its  ooiurse,  as  by  this  means  we  might  be  ccmducted 
again  into  the  low  country.  During  our  progress  we  obser- 
ved  several  curious  volcanic  chimnies,  but  the  oritical  nature 
of  our  situation  had  damped  all  desire  of  examining  them. 
Following  the  rapid  descent  of  the  lava,  we  had  ihe  inex- 
presable  satisfaction,  about  seven  o^clock  in  the  evening,  of 
aeeing  the  mist  disperse,  and  an  almost  unbounded  view  pre- 
.sented  itself  across  the  desert  plains  in  the  interior.  We  now 
made  all  haste  to  leave  these  inho^itable  mountain  r^ons ; 
juid,  about  ten  o^dock,  we  encamped  on  the  banks  of  a  small 
xiver,  the  name  of  which  (Thegiandisd^  the  Quiet  River,) 
called  to  my  recollection  the  words  of  the  Psalmist :  <«  He 
maketh  me  to  lie  down  in  green  pastures :  he  leadeth  me  be- 
Mde  ffie  still  waters.'^  Psalm  xxiii.  2. 

On  the  5t4th  we  proceeded  along  the  base  of  the  low  moun- 
tains on  the  east  side  of  Bald  YSkulj  and  arrived  about  noon 
at  Bveravdliry  or  <<  the  Plains  of  the  Hot  Springs,*"  one  of 
the  most  interesting  spots  in  Iceland.  They  are  situated  at 
the  northern  termination  of  the  extensive  tr^  of  lava  trilled 
the  KiaUirmmy  about  half  way  between  the  snow-mountams, 
and  the  two  insulated  mountains  of  DtffufiU  and  Gruft^eU^ 
On  approaching  the  place,  it  was  not  without  sensations  of 
awe  that  we  bdield  the  columns  of  smoke  that  were  issuing 
from  almost  innumerable  apertures  in  the  surface  of  the 
ground,  and  heard  the  thimdering  noise  attending  its  escape. 
;^t«lung  OUT  tents  in  a  small  but  fertile  guUey  dose  to  the 
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principal  springs^  we  devoted  the  remainder  of  the  day  to 
the  contemplation  of  the  remarkable  phenomena  around  us. 
The  tract,  which  slopes  rapidly  towards  the  east,  has  been 
originally  a  morass,  but  by  the  incessant  accumulation  of  de- 
positions from  the  springs,  its  surface  has  gradually  been 
petrified ;  yet  it  is  still  in  many  places  so  soft  that  it  requires 
great  caution  to  avoid  plunging  into  a  mire  of  boiling  clay. 
The  space  occupied  by  the  depositions  measures  about  300 
feet  from  east  to  west,  and  344  from  north  to  south.  Within 
this  surface  are  eight  primary  apertures,  filled  witli  boiling 
water,  the  four  easterly  of  whicli  do  not  eject  their  contents, 
but  remain  in  a  state  of  constant  and  violent  ebulKtion.  The 
largest  of  them  exhibits  a  beautiful  oval  bason,  which  c^ns 
into  scvei'al  holes  at  the  bottom,  and  presents  to  the  view  some 
brilliant  but  inaccessible  incrustations. 

The  paore  remarkable  springs  are  situate  a  Uttle  farther 
towards  the  west,  and  are  from  twelve  to  eighteen  feet  distant 
from  each  other.  The  largest  consbts  of  an  irregular  aper- 
'  ture,  full  of  beautiful  light  blue  water,  which  now  and  then 
breaks  forth  in  partial  jets.  A  few  feet  further  north  lies  a 
small  jetter,  by  which  the  water  is  thrown  up  to  the  hi^ght 
of  about  three  feet ;  and  at  the  distance  of  twelve  feet  due 
60uth*east  from  this  fountain,  is  situate  a  fine  circular  bason, 
the  borders  of  which  exhibit  the  most  beautiful  yellow  suU 
phureous  depositions.  It  narrows  gradually  into  a  small 
pipe  in  the  centre,  whence  jets  issue  at  irregular  intervals  to 
the  height  of  six  or  eight  feet  Within  the  eircum^M^nce  of 
the  bason  is  a  subordinate  aperture,  but  we  did  not  observe 
it  emit  either  water  or  steam.  The  principal  spring  is  tHe' 
most  easterly  of  the  four,  and  consists  of  a  bason  about  three 
(eet  in  depth,  perfectly  circular,  and  terminating  in  a  cylin- 
drical pipe  through  which  the  water  is  erupted,  with  a  thun- 
dering noise,  and  accompanied  with  an  immense  quantity  of 
steam,  to  varied  heights,  of  from  six  to  eighteen  feet  The 
incrustations  of  this  fi^untain  are  peculiarly  beautiful,  ex- 
hibiting on  their  surface  the  most  delicate  efflorescence,  and 
they  appear  to  be  of  a  siliceous  nature.  The  nte  of  the 
springs  itself  is  covered  uith  a  whitish  ^'ming  Bubstaoce, 
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whkh,  -at  a  little  distance,  one  would  take  to  be  ice )  but  bc« 
ing  constantly  in  a  state  of  humidity,  no  perfect  specimen  of 
it  can  be  obtained. 

The  most  surprising  j^enomencm,  however,  exhibited  at 
this  place,  is  a  circular  mount  of  indurated  bolus,  about  four 
feet  in  height,  froip  an  aperture  on  the  west  side  of  which  a 
great  quantity  of  steam  makes  its  escape  with  a  noise  louder 
than  that  of  the  most  tremendous  cataract.  The  current  of 
steam  issues  forth  with  such  force,  that  any  stones  you  may 
thro^  into  the  aperture  are  instantly  ejected  to  a  consider- 
able height  On  thrusting  a  pc^  down  the  hole,  we  obser- 
ved a  very  considerable  increase  both  in  the  quantity  of  steam 
emitted,  and  the  noise  accompanying  its  escape.  This  mount 
is  called  AuscrhoHrni^  or  ^^the  Roaring  Mount,*"  from  the 
circumstance  just  described. 

On  our  arrival  at  HveraveUir^  a  violent  south  wind  pre- 
vented our  se^g  the  (^rations  of  the  springs  to  advantage ; 
but,  in  the  evening,  the  stcrnn  ceased,  and  we  were  favoured 
with  a  scene  more  brilliant  and  interesting  than  any  ever  ex- 
hibited on  a  birth-day  festivity.  From  an  elevated  part  of 
the  adjoining  lava  we  had  a  grand  view  of  the  tract,  and 
could  not  sufficiently  admire  the  connection  and  regularity 
observable  in  the  bursts  of  steam  and  jets  of  water  that  con- 
tinued to  ascend  into  the  atmosphere  the  whole  of  the  eveur- 
ing.  The  order  they  maintained  can  only  be  compared  to 
that  obs^ved  in  the  firing  of  the  different  companies  of  a 
regiment  drawn  up  in  otA&c  of  battle.  The  play  commenced 
on  a  signal  being  given  by  the  Roaring  Mount,  which  was 
instantaneously  followed  by  an  eruption  of  the  largest  jetting 
fountain  at  the  opposite  end  of  the  tract,  on  which  the  turn 
went  to  the  rest,  vast  columns  of  steam  bursting  from  the 
surface  of  the  general  mound,  while  the  jets  rose  and  fell  in 
irregular  beauty.  Having  continued  to  play  in  this  mann^ 
for  the  space  of  four  minutes  and  a  half,  the  springs  abated 
for  nearly  two  minutes,  when  the  Roaring  Mount  renewed 
the  signal,  and  the  explonons  took  place  as  before. 

The  following  morning,  on  leaving  my  tent,  I  was  sur* 
prised  to  find  a  remarij^able  change  in  the  appearance  and 
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lAienomeiia  cf  the  Grand  Jetter.  Instead  of  bang  faU  of 
water,  and  jetting  at  intervalsy  as  it  bad  done  the  preceding 
evening,  the  bason  was  annpletely  empty,  but  a  column  of 
qpray  continued  to  be  dtrown  tip  without  intertnission  to  the 
height  of  twehre  feet,  accompanied  with  clouds  of  steam,  and 
a  loud  thundering  noise,  resembling  that  of  the  Roaring 
Mount,  which  had  connderably  abated  in  its  fuly.  The 
»pring  continued  in  this  state  for  more  than  three  hours, 
when  the  bason  again  began  to  fill,  and  ukimatdy  the  same 
play  b^an  that  we  had  witnessed  before,  only  there  was  a 
remiurkable  diminution  in  the  quantity  of  steam  emitted  from 
the  mount;  but  as  the  storm  had  i^n  commenced,  its 
abatement  may  have  been  occasioned  by  this,  and  not  by 
any  change  or  derangement  in  the  mechanism  of  the  springs; 

Besides  the  steaming  apertures  just  described,  numerous 
rents  and  chasms  appear  in  the  lava  towards  the  south  fen: 
more  than  a  mile,  through  which  clouds  of  steam  unremit- 
tingly make  their  escape,  and  many  of  them  are  so  hot  that 
it  is  impossible  to  approach  within  some  yaidsof  thetn.  As 
we  walked  over  these  solfatarras,  whose  qpirades  were  scat- 
tered with  such  profu^on  around  us,  one  of  our  party  had 
nearly  sunk  through  the  crust,  which,  in  many  places,  b 
very  thin ;  and  the  accident,  which  proved  rather  alarming, 
was  of  some  use  to  us,  as  it  taught  us  the 'necessity  of  being 
more  cautious  in  selectii^  our  steps  in  future. 

In  the  middle  of  this  burning  tract,  which  may  with  strict 
propriety  be  termed  the  Campi  Phiegrm  of  Iceland,  is  a  large 
surface  covered  with  the  depositions  of  ancient  sprii^s,  that 
appear  to  have  been  of  enormous  magnitude,  especially  one 
which  exhibits  the  remains  of  a  mount  twice  the  size  in  dr- 
cumference  of  that  of  the  Oeyser^  near  Hasukadal^  in  the 
southern  quarter  of  the  iriand  On  the  rising  grounds  to 
the  east  of  the  springs  are  numerous  beds  of  Uue,  red,  and 
yeBow  bolus,  together  with  a  nraltipBeity  of  minor  iqpartures 
filled  with  bcnling  water ;  and  even  in  the  gulley,  where  we 
pitched  our  tents,  the  bolus  was  so  hot,  that  on  taking  up 
our  poles  the  ends  of  them  could  not  be  toudied.  It  \& 
fikely  we  should  not  have  slept  with  the  composure  we  did^ 
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had  we  been  aenaUe  that  we  were  so  near  the  devouring 
eLement,  to  whose  agency  the  opierations  going  on  around 
OS  were  to  be  ascribed.. 

At  the  north  end  o£  the  tract  are  still  to  be  seen  the  reu 
mains  of  aden  that  has  been  inhabited  by  robbers  within  the 
last  thirty  years.  It  consists  of  a  natural  rent  in  a  bubble 
of  the  lava,  which  has  been  so  artificially  closed  tip  with  bro^ 
ken  fragments  of  the  same  substance^  that  no  person  could 
have  sujqposed  it  to  be  any  thing  else  than  a  common  grotto 
in  the  lava*  It  is  very  ocmveniently  situated  for  cookiz^ 
victuids,  as  there  is  a  la^  bdding  kettle  at  the  distance  of 
only  a  few  yards*  When  Olafsen  and  Povelsen  visited  the 
fiace^  they  erected  a  pyramid  about  half  way  between  this 
den  and  the  Roaring  Mount;  but  it  has  been  entirely  deu 
molished  by  the  robbers,  who,  in  all  probability,  r^arded  it 
as  too  conspicuous  a  beacon  to  be  allowed  to  stand  in  the 
vicini^  of  their  haunt  Whether  the  one  we  erected  dos^ 
to  the  Mount  will  prove  more  durable,  time  must  shevr. 

On  the  S5th  we  had  such  a  storm  from  the  south,  that  it 
was  in  vain  to  think  ci  travelling  before  noon.     The  wind 
Uew  in  violent  gusts  from  the  gulkys  in  the  laVa;  and  the 
eaLten»ve  flat  country  between  us  and  the  north,  seemed  en^ 
tirely  filled  with  clouds  of  nand,  affording  some  faint  idea  of 
an  Arabian  simoom.     About  twelve  o'clock  the  storm  began 
to  abate,  and  my  companions  pursued  their  course  towards 
the  south  country,  while  I  directed  mine  tbwards  the  north. 
l*he  road  lay  fer  some  hours  across  fields  of  sand  and  gravel, 
tin  I  arrived  at  the  vast  commons  bdcMo^i^  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  HwuoHxiM'Sysset,  where  numerous  flocks  and  herds 
Were  feeding  in  every  direction.     On  either  hand  were  large 
fens,  where  I  observed  plenty  of  swans  nursing  their  young 
ones,  over  which  they  manifested  a,  particular  care,  and  hur- 
ried them  away  as  soon  as  they  heard  the  ncnseof  the  horses. 
At  this  time  the  young  swans  were  stiil  without  feathers,  and 
could  only  escape  by  the  nimble  use  of  their  legs.    One  that 
I  caught  had  nearly  died  of  fright,  and  endeavoured  as  much 
fts  possible  to  hide  its  head  amongst  the  grass,  but  on  my 
setting  it  at  hberty,  it  ran  with  great  vekxdty  towards  a  lake 
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where  the  rest  of  the  family  were  swimming  in  safety.  After 
crossing  the  river  Beliandi^  I  arrived  in  a  short  time  at  the 
western  bank  of  the  majestic  Blanda^  whose  waters  rolled 
heavily  along  to  the  miun ;  and  what  excited  no  small  de- 
gree of  interest,  was  the  distance  to  which  the  two  rivars 
flowed  after  their  junction  in  the  same  diannel,  ere  they 
were  actually  blended  together.  The  water  of  the  former  is 
black,  whereas  that  of  the  latter,  coming  from  AmarfeU  Y^ 
kuly  possesses  the  same  whiteness  with  the  other  Yoktd  rivers 
in  Iceland.  The  Yokvl  river  maintained  its  superiority  for 
more  than  tliree  miles,  when,  arriving  at  a  small  cataract, 
the  waters  are  completely  mingled  by  the  fall,  and  the  river 
then  assumes  a  darker  hue  than  it  presented  before. 

Having  skirted  the  Bkmda  for  upwards  of  four  hours,  I 
came  at  last  to  the  ford  called  Blonduvad^  where  its  waters 
are  spread  over  the  surface  of  nearly  half  a  mile,  and  di- 
vided into  numerous  streams,  none  of  which  was  of  any  con- 
siderable depth,  except  one,  which  nearly  reached  the  backs 
of  the  horses.  It  is  frequently  unfordable  at  this  fiace,  in 
which  case  travellers  must  proceed  a  long  way  down  to  the 
inhabited  part  of  the  country,  where  several  good  ferries  aits 
to  be  met  with.  The  road  now  lay  across  a  long  dreary 
moor,  till  I  came  to  the  entrance  of  Slimdu^dalj  the  sight  of 
which,  at  first,  inspired  ine  with  the  hope  that  I  was  not  far 
from  the  habitations  of  men,  and  that  my  day^s  journey 
would  soon  end ;  but  I  had  still  to  submit  to  a  tedious  ride 
of  three  hours,  before  I  could  find  a  pass  into  the  valley,  so 
great  is  its  steepness  on  both  sides.  Before  arriving  at  the 
first  farms,  I  could  faintly  discover  the  Blondu^U^  a  narrow 
precipitous  channel  through  which  the  collected  body  of  wat^ 
is  poured  with  a  tremendous  roar  into  the  valley.  A  little 
past  midnight  I  pitched  my  tent  dose  to  the  farm  of  Bdkiad^ 
while  my  mind  was  penetrated  with  feelings  diat  can  only 
be  experienced  by  those  who  have  spent  several  days  in  bar- 
ten  and  inhospitable  deserts. 

Next  day  I  prosecuted  my  journey  down  Btondu-dal, 
which  terminated,  in  the  course  of  some  hours,  in  L&ngct^ 
ial,  or  the  Long  Valley,  in  which  I  found  some  of  the  best 
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looking  farms  I  have  seen  in  Icelanc[.  It  is  clothed  with 
rich  grass,  amongst  which  I  observed  a  vast  proportion  of 
wild  clover ;  the  meadows  are  well  watered,  and  afford  plenty 
of  hay,  and  the  mountains  yield  excellent  pasture  for  the 
sheep.  The  farms  of  HdUastad  and  .Geit€ukardy  particu- 
larly struck  me  as  possessing  a  very  superior  appearance,  the 
latter  of  which  owes  its  present  form  to  the  skill  and  dili- 
gence of  the  excellent  Justiciary  Einarson,  who  dwelt  here 
when  Sysselman  of  the  district. 

After  pitching  my  tent  in  the  evening,  and  just  as  I  had 
begun  to  fill  up  my  Journal,  the  arrival  of  a  large  caravan 
was  announced,  two  of  the  conductors  of  which  came  to  pay 
me  a  visit,  and  seemed  wonderfully  gratified  with  the  sight 
of  an  Englishman,  there  never  having  been  any  of  my  coun- 
trymen in  this  quarter  before.  One  of  them  was  a  gold- 
smith, well  known  in  Iceland  for  the  neatness  and  perfection 
of  his  workmanship,  which  almost  rivals  that  of  the  best 
artists  in  Copenhagen,  though  he  has  never  learned  the  trade, 
or  been  out  o£h\s  native  island.  He  has  also  made  a  watch 
without  any  assistance.  The  other  I  took  at  first  to  be  of 
a  dull  and  stupid  turn  of  mind,  but  we  had  not  conversed 
many  minutes  when  he  began  to  expatiate  on  a  pluraUty  of 
worlds,  with  an  eloquence  and  exactitude  that  perfectly  as* 
tonished  me.     "  There  is,  for  instance,  Jupiter  and  Saturn, 

and ^  forgetting,  and  placing  his  hand  on  his  forehead, 

u  and ^the  planet  lately  discovered  by  Dr  Herschel  in 

London.  They  must  be  inhabited;  they  are  of  the  same 
nature  with  our  earth ;  they  are  not  globes  of  fire."  Though 
discqppointed  in  his  expectations  of  obtaining  absolute  cer- 
tainty from  me  on  the  subject,  he  was  pleased  to  find  that  I 
agreed  with  him  as  to  its  extreme  probability,  and  regretted 
much  that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  visit  the  Doctor,  as  he 
had  many  questions  to  propose  to  him  on  this  and  similar 
topics. 

Leaving  Ldnga-dal  on  the  S7th,  I  proceeded  round  the 
end  of  the  mountains  to  Hoskuhtad^  where  I  met  with  a 
hearty  reception  from  the  Dean  of  Hunavains  Syssel,  an 
aged  man,  who  has  filled  this  office  for  thirty  years,  takes  a 
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lively  interest  in  the  qiread  of  the  Gospel,  and  ooukl  not 
sufficiently  express  hb  gratitude  for  the  good  done  to  the 
parishes  within  his  jurisdiction,  by  their  having  been  put  in 
possession  of  the  ward  of  life.  All  the  copies  that  bad  come 
to  the  neighbouring  fiu^ry  had  instantly  been  disposed  off 
and,  in  some  of  the  dales,  every  house  had  been  provided 
with  the  treasure.  In  the  evening,  I  rode  with  the  Dean  to 
Skagastrandf  where  I  experienced  the  most  hoqfntable  treat- 
ment from  Mr  Schram,  to  whose  exerdon  the  Society  is  in- 
debted for  the  speedy  distribution  of  the  Scriptures  in  thb 
quarter  of  Iceland. 

The  factory  consists  of  two  dwelling-houses,  a  shcq),  and 
three  or  four  warehouses,  and  is  pleasantly  situated  at  the 
northern  termination  of  a  small  creek,  formed  by  the  [»o« 
jection  of  a  ridge  of  irr^ular  columnar  rocks,  the  continua* 
tion  of  which  is  visible  at  a  short  distance  in  the  sea,  where 
they  assume  more  of  a  basaltic  appearance.  From  the  top 
of  the  rocks,  you  have  a  fine  {nrospect  of  the  spacious  gulf, 
which,  further  up,  opens  into  the  Huna^  Mid^  and  HrtUa 
Fiords,  on  the  opp6site  coasts  of  which  rise  the  bold  pro- 
montories and  snow-capped  mountains  in  Stranda  Sysael,  re- 
ceding in  irr^ular  perspective  till  they  are  terminated  by 
the  North  Cape.  Behind  the  factcnry  is  the  high  mountain 
of  Spdkonu/eUy  the  summitof  whidi  bears  a  striking  resem- 
blance to  the  walls  of  a  fvMt,  and  to  both  sides  stretch  a  range 
of  lower  mountuns,  which  are  broken  every  now  and  then 
by  intervening  vallies.  Near  Hasktddgtad  is  a  most  beautiftil 
display  of  basaltic  rocks ;  some  of  which  still  occupy  their 
original  positions,  and  others  are  thrown  down^  and  lie  soi^ 
tered  about  in  every  directKm. 
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CHAP.  XVI. 

Leave  Skaga8tr€md'^Hvam^^VdQey  cf  Skagqfiari^Dr&A' 
gey^^la%tnniH£'^Mod\fell-^'H  of  Urdir^^^ 

Intelligent  Peasant — ModrufeU'^Sira  Jon  Jonson^^Hii 
excellent  Character'^Forms  a  Tract  Society^-^Retum 
through  the  Desert  ^-^Y/ri  Reykumt^^AtftavcUn'^Hot 
Springs  ofReykkmi'-^EUirlhquakeS'^Sulphtvr  Mountain^ 
and  Springs  cf  Krisux^^^Leave  Icdamdr^^ Arrive  m  Co- 
penhagen, 

On  the  28th  of  July  I  again  left  Skagastrandj  and  pur- 
sued my  course  up  a  valiey  called  HaUadal^  at  the  upper 
end  of  which  I  came  to  Thverd^  a  small  but  neat  farm  be- 
longing to  Mr  Schram,  where  I  was  treated  with  coffee,  af- 
ter which  I  entered  a  mountainous  desert  which  lasted  for 
several  hours.  About  seven  in  the  evlening  I  descended  in^ 
to  the  Outer  Laxdrdalj  and  took  up  my  abode  for  the  mght 
at  the  parsonage  of  Hvam^  the  occupant  of  which,  Sira  Vig- 
fus  Eirikson,  expressed  the  greatest  joy  at  seeing  me,  and 
did  every  thing  in  his  power  to  accommodate  me  during  my 
stay.  He  is  a  young  man  of  considerable  abilities,  and  ac- 
tuated by  a  sincere  deore  to  do  good  to  the  souls  of  his  fel- 
low men.  It  has  long  been  his  wish,  and  that  of  many  of 
his  brethren,  that  an  annual  meeting  were  held  in  the  north 
of  Iceland,  to  consist  of  such  of  the  clergy  as  approved  of . 
it,  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  each  other  in  the  work  of 
the  Lord.  Situated  as  the  clergy  in  Iceland  are,— -cut  off 
from  all  communication  with  each  other,  they  feel  litde  or  no 
•community  of  interest ;  the  great  object  is  apt  to  dwindle 
away  even  where  it  has  once  been  in  sight ;  and  a  deplora- 
ble apathy,  if  not  actual  apostacy  ensues.  Were  they,  on 
the  other  hand^  to  assemble  once  or  twice  in  the  jear,  in  (x- 
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der  to  hear  some  of  their  number  deliver  a  discourse  on  the 
duties,  difiBculties,  encouragements,  &c.  of  the  pastoral  (^ 
fice,  it  would  naturally  tend  to  stimulate  them  to  exertion, 
keep  alive  in  their  minds  a  sense  of  the  awful  responsibility 
attaching  to  the  charge  they  have  undertaken,  and  produce 
the  best  effects  on  their  respective  congregations.  It  gave 
me  pleasure  to  learn  that  the  Dean  was  extremely  favouiu- 
ble  to  the  measure ;  and  there  is  little  reason  to  doubt,  that, 
were  the  matter  fairly  represented  to  their  superiors,  they 
would  obtain  liberty  to  carry  their  wishes  into  effect. 

At  noon  the  following  day  I  set  out  with  Sira  Vigfus  for 
the  nunnery  of  Reinastad^  where  he  intended  to  preach  the 
following  day.  The  road  lay  for  the  most  part  across  the 
two  mountainous  trarfc*  of  LojcdrdalSfheidi  and  Gaungn-^ 
skardy  to  the  south  of  Tindastoly  a  large  mountain,  the  sides 
of  which  display  numerous  strata,  piled  one  above  another, 
in  the  most  regular  manner.  Having  reached  the  summit 
of  the  tract,  we  had  a  fine  view  of  the  exteni^ve  valley  of 
Skagcifiord^  one  of  the  most  fertile  and  populous  districts  in 
Iceland.  The  valley  is  divided  by  the  Heradsviiinj  or  the 
river  described  in  the  account  of  my  former  journey  to  the 
north,  as  the  formidable  YokidsA^  which  takes  its  rise  in  the 
Amarfell  Yokul.  Before  reaching  this  part  of  the  country 
it  receives  a  number  of  tributary  streams,  which  swell  it  to 
a  prodigious  size;  and,  before  falling  into  the  bay  from 
which  the  valley  derives  its  name,  it  divides  into  two  branch- 
es, leaving  a  beautiful  island,  called  Hegraness^  in  the  mid«< 
die.  Numerous  mountains  of  a  grand  and  lofty  appearance 
bound  the  valley  on  either  side,  but  are  intersected  in  various 
places  by  subordinate  vallics,  which  open  into  tliat  of  Ska^ 
gafiord.  The  coast  looks  rugged  and  precipitous,  and  the 
bay  itself  presents  to  the  view  a  number  of  Icrfty  islands. 
The  largest  of  these  is  Dran^ey^  the  sides  of  which  are  quite 
perpendicular,  and  rise  to  the  height  of  nearly  six  hundred 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  water.  Its  extent  is  estimated  at 
2400  i'eet ;  and,  on  account  of  the  richness  of  its  grass,  and 
the  immense  number  of  sea-fowl  which  are  caught  there  an* 
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nually,  it  is  reckbned  the  most  productiye  of  any  spot  of  the 
same  size  about  the  island. 

On  the  30th,  which  was  the  Lord''s  Day,  Sira  Vigfus 
preached  and  administered  the  sacrament,  both  at  RetnoMady 
and  the  neighbouring  church  of  GlaumbcB. ,  The  congrega- 
tions were  large,  especially  at  the  latter  place,  where  the 
diurch  was  quite  crowded.  His  sermons,  which  were  ani- 
mated and  faithful,  seemed  to  make  a  deep  impression  on 
the  hearers,  and  a  great  majority  of  them  were  bathed  in 
tears  while  he  dwelt  upon  the  love  of  God  to  our  sinful 
world.  The  inhabitants  of  this  tract  manifested  the  strong- 
est desire  to  obtain  copies  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  of  which 
the  greatest  wsioi  prevailed  among  them.  In  the  whole  pa- 
rish  of  GlaumbcB  I  was  concerned  to  find  only  three  Bibles 
among  the  population  otj^iy  families. 

After  the  conclusion  of  the  service,  I  proceeded  up  the 
west  side  of  the  valley,  which  chiefly  consists  of  meadow 
land,  to  MceUfell^  the  abode  of  Sira  Jon  Conradson,  Dean  of 
the  Syssel  of  Skagafiord,  whom  I  found  sincerely  desirous 
of  promoting  the  best  interests  of  his  countrymen,  and  hap- 
py at  the  provision  which  had  been  made  for  the  supply  of 
th^  spiritual  wants.  His  attention  is  much  bent  on  the  in- 
tellectual improvement  of  the  young  people  within  his  dean- 
ery ;  and  it  forms  one  of  the  more  prominent  features  in 
his  official  visits,  to  examine  into  the  d^ee  of  their  progress 
in  the  acquirement  of  religious  knowledge.  The  anticipation 
of  distributing  the  Scriptures  among  them  the  following  sea? 
foxk  afforded  him  great  delight 

Next  morning,  afW  maturing  a  plan  for  supplying  the 
poor  with  copes  of  the  Scriptures,  I  lefl  MceiyHUy  accom- 
panied by  the  Dean,  and,  pasong  the  hot  springs  of  Rey^ 
kiumf  which  did  not  present  any  appearance  particularly 
worthy  of  notice,  directed  my  course  to  the  ferry  of  Grund, 
where  I  crossed  the  river  without  any  difficulty.  At  firs]: 
nght  I  took  the  ferryman  for  an  Italian,  as  he  was  mor^ 
swarthy  than  any  Icelander  I  had  seen ;  but  on  inquiry  I 
found  that  he  was  a  native  of  this  district,  but  had  served 
both  in  the  Danish  and  Austrian  armies,  and  bom^  his  part 
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in  two  engageioents  agamst  Nafwleoa.  An  invincible  at- 
tachment to  his  native  soil  pnxnpted  him  to  rdinqmsh  all 
the  advantages  whidi  were  offered  him  in  mare  favoured 
dimes ;  and  the  attrition  paid  him  by  his  comitrymen^  who 
fisten  most  eagerly  to  the  minutest  circumstances  of  his  story^ 
afibrds  him  a  source  of  gratificad<m  which  he  could  not  have 
expected  among  stwmgers.  Crossing  a  number  of  danger* 
ous  bogs,  we  came  to  Ffygamire^  the  ancient  residence  of 
CisBor  Jarl,  a  name  cdebrated  in  Norwegian  history,,  and 
Ae  place  where  the  northern  consbtoiy  ccmtinued  to  be  held 
till  the  removal  of  the  Bidiop  from  Hohtm.  I  here  parted 
with  the  Dean,  and  obtaining  a  fredi  guide,  proceeded  on 
to  Holumt  where  I  amved  about  two  o^dock  in  the  morn- 
ing. 

On  the  8d  <^  August,  I  i^ain  took  leave  of  the  kind  fii- 
mily  at  Helium^  and  crossing  the  As,  or  low  mountainous 
tract  between  that  place  and  Kdbemsdalf  I  descended  into 
this  valley,  where  I  obtained  a  guide  to  conduct  me  across 
the  mountain-road  of  Hdiadatsheidiy  the  ascent  of  which  I 
found  very  steqp,  thou^  not  so  difficult  as  that  fiother 
south,  which  I  had  to  cross  the  preceding  year.  The  rocks 
on  both  ndes  of  the  pass  wore  a  very  broken  and  nigged 
appearance;  and  many  of  the  adjacent  mountains  presented 
a  bold  «id  precipitous  front,  r^ularly  divided  into  a  num- 
ber of  horizontal  strata.  The  rain,  which  had  commenced 
after  we  h^an  to  ascend,  continued  to  increase  as  we  ad. 
vanced,  till  we  had  ahnost  gained  the  summit  of  the  pass, 
when  it  began  to  snow,  and,  in  the  course  ct  a  short  time, 
the  tops  of  the  mountains  were  entirely  white. 

Having  arrived  at  the  most  elevated  part  of  the  tract,  the 
extensive  valley  o( Svar/bdardai  qpened  on  our  view;  and 
the  appearance  of  the  mountains,  intersected  by  the  adjacent 
breaks  and  vallies,  was  very  noble  and  commanding.  About 
eight  o^dock  in  the  evening  we  arrived  at  the  £uin  and 
church  of  Urdir,  where,  as  it  was  impossible  to  pitch  my 
tent,  on  account  of  th^  storm,  the  peasant  persuaded  me  to 
lodge  all  night  in  the  diurch^  On  my  remarking  to  hkos, 
that  in  my  native  country  it  was  not  reckoned  any  honour 
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io  sleep  io  diurch,  he  very  smartly  rejdied,  tbat  it  was 
deemed  equally  dkgraceful  among  tliuem  to  do  so  in  the  day- 
time ;  but  be  was  certain  there  could  be  no  harm  in  sleep- 
ing there  during  the  night  I  now  took  postesskm  oi  the 
place^  whidb,  I  was  happy  to  find,  was  in  a  good  state  of 
repair,  and  entirely  free  from  draught;  and  procjeeded  with- 
out delay  to  fit  up  my  faed,  which  could  only  be  acoomplished 
by  tying  the  one  end  of  my  hammock  to  the  railmg  which 
surrounded  £he  altar,  and  the  other  to  a  pillar  supporting 
the  pulpit  in  the  middle  of  the  church.*  I  here  enjoyed  aa 
xsomfortable  a  n^Os  rest  as  ever  I  did  in  my  life;  and,  in 
the  morning,  I  could  not  help  reflecting  on  the  very  differ- 
«nt  feelings  with  which  I  was  penetrated  in  my  boyidi  di^s, 
whenlcould  not  have  gone  near  a  church,  or  passed  throu^ 
a  churdi-yard  in  the  dark,  for  any  possible  considetation. 

Of  the  intelligence  and  general  inibrmatioii  of  the  pea- 
sant,  I  was  fiimiahed  with  a  most  surprising  proof  the  foL 
lowing  morning.  Finding  that  he  tock  a  very  lively  inte- 
rest  in  the  success  of  the  British  and  Fore^  KUe  Sodety, 
I  gave  him  a  brief  view  of  the  extent  of  its  c^^erations ;  and, 
among  other  dopumeBts  which  I  read  to  him,  was  the  very 
interesting  letter  addressed  by  the  Sang  of  Persia  to  Sir  Gore 
Ousdey,  relative  to  the  new  veroon  of  the  Persian  New 
Testament -(-  Having  mentioned  that  it  was  dated  in  the 
year  IftSQ,  a  little  boy,  who  was  standing  beside  us,  ob- 
served, that  <^  it  must  be  a  very  old  letter.*"  <«  No,  my  lad,^ 
replied  the  peasant,  turnup  to  him,  **  you  must  reooUect 
that  letter  is  not  written  according  to  our  computation ;  it 
is  dated  agreeaUy  to  the  HegirakT* 

After  making  an  excellent  break&st  on  bcHkd  rice  and 
milk,  I  prosecuted  my  journey  down  the  valley,  in  the  course 

of  which  I  had  to  cross  a  pretty  cngiwdwwihle  river  by  which 

# 

*  The  reader  will  doubdess  aniil&,  when  he  reflects,  that  (he  aHar  being  at 
the  end,  and  the  pulpit  in  the  middle  of  the  church,  the  whole  length  of  the 
edifleeiffiittk  more  than  twice  that  of  my  hammock;  but  if  he  ehoold  ever  pan 
Kingsland  toll-bar,  near  London,  he  will  find  a  dispel  belonging  to  the  Eita- 
bliflhment,  rituated  on  the  west  ode  of  the  load,  which  ia  pracisdy  of  the  0ame 
dimensions. 

t  to  Eleventh  Bepoct,  App.  p.  129. 
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it  is  divided,  and  afterwards  one  of  a  still  larger  size,  which 
flows  into  it  from  Skidudal.  Having  reached  a  beautiful 
green  spot  near  the  northern  bank  of  the  river  HorgA,  I 
pitched  my  tent  there  for  the  night ;  and  on  the  morning  of 
the  5th  I  paid  a  visit  to  my  good  friends  at  Modruvcdla  Ah- 
hey^  Ahur-eyrii  and  Hre^kictgUj  and  proceeded  to  tlie  par- 
sonage of  ModrufeU,  where  I  received  a  mo^  cordial  wel- 
come from  the  worthy  incumbent,  Sira  Jon  Jonson. 

I  had  seen  this  excellent  clergyman  at  Akur-eyri  in  1814; 
but  his  extreme  modesty,  and  the  shortness  of  our  interview^ 
rendered  it  impossible  for  me  to  form  any  adequate  idea  of 
his  character  or  abilities.  From  the  manna',  however,  in 
which  he  adverted  to  the  extension  of  the  kingdom  of  Christ, 
and  the  anxiety  which  he  discovered  about  the  advancement 
of  vital  piety  among  his  countrymen,  I  could  easily  perceive 
that  he  was  actuated  by  a  very  different  spirit  from  that  by 
which:  the  great  majority  of  profesang  Christians  are  influ- 
enced ;  and  encouraged  him  to  carry  into  effect  a  {dan  which 
he  had  formed  with  a  view  to  the  cm;ulation  of  rel%ious 
tracts  throughout  the  island.  In  the  course  of  the  winter  I 
received  two  very  interesting  letters  from  him,  infcHinin^ 
mc  that  he  had  followed  my  advice,  and  had  succeeded  in 
the  formation  of  an  Icelandic  Tract  Society,  to  which  he 
had  obtained  upwards  of  three  hundred  subscribers ;  and 
that  the  plan  was  patronised  by  Conferenceraad  Thorarin- 
son,  the  deputy-governor  of  the  north.  *  He  was  wuting 
witii  impatience  for  my  arrival ;  and  we  now  spent  two  days 
together  in  the  most  interesting  and  agreeable  manner.  I 
found  in  him  a  man  of  starling  piety,  apostolic  ^mplicity, 
and  anipous  solicitude  about  the  wel&re  of  his  fellow-men, 
and  possessed  of  scriptural  and  comprehensive  views  of  di« 
vine  things.  His  acquirements  as  a  scholar  are  very  con- 
^derable,  and  have,  together  with  the  consistency  of  his 

*  To  encourage  the  IceUndk  Society,  the  sum  of  X 10  was  roted  them  by 
the  Rdigious  Tract  Society  in  London ;  and  they  have  ah^ady  put  into  drcu- 
lation,  or  are  engaged  m  printing,  not  fewer  than  tudve  different  tracts,  most 
of  which  are  treniktions  of  the  tracts  published  by  that  Society,  and  rery  ex* 
fcntively  circulated  throughout  Great  Britain.  (1818.) 
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diaracter,  procured  for  him  the  r^aid  and  esteem  of  his 
supericNTs,  and  indeed  of  all  who  are  acquainted  with  him. 
The  mani^ment  of  the  affairs  of  the  Tract  Society  could 
not  have  been  vested  in  better  hands ;  and  much  good  may 
be  expected  to  result  from  the  circulation  ol  such  tracts  as 
are  written  or  revised  by  Jthis  worthy  friend  of  truth. 

The  good  man  was  quite  delighted  with  the  accounts  I 
gave  him  respecting  the  numerous  institutions  which  had 
recently  been  established  for  extending  the  benign  influences 
of  the  mcnral  reign  of  Jesus  among  the  sinful  inhabitants  of 
our  globe.  They  were  as  cold  waters  to  a  fliirsty  soul.  His 
eyes  sparkled  with  joy  ^  as  he  told  me  of  his  intention  to  im- 
part the  same  intelligence  to  his  countrymen,  that  such  of 
than  as  felt  interested  in. these  things  might  be  partakers  of 
his  joy,  and.that  it  might  excite  many  to  serious  reflection, 
who  rested  in  the  cold  formalities  of  nominal  Christianity. 

On  the  8th,  I  was  under  the  necessity  of  bidding  a  long' 
fEurewell  to  this  devoted  servant  of  Christ,  and  his  equally 
pious  and  interesting  family.  AcoMspanying  me  to  the  up* 
per  end  of  the  valley,  and  procuring  for  me  a  guide  to  pro- 
eeed  with  me  as  far  as  the  first  station  on  the  road  leading 
into  the  interior,  he  returned  to  his  humble  abode,  with  a 
bearti  I  doubt  not,  overflowing  with  gratitude  to  God  for 
all  the  wcmd^ful  things  he  had  heard  on  this  occasion. 

The  following  morning  I  once  more  abandoned  the  habi* 
tations  of  men,  and  entered  the  dreary  and  inhoqpitable  re- 
gions through  which  I  passed  aa  my  way  to  the  north  in 
1814,  and  which  are  desmbed  in  the  former  part  of  the 
Journal.  The  guide  conducted  us  across  the  Yokulid^  at 
no  great  distance  to  the  south  of  which  I  jntdied  my  tent 
toot  that  night;  and  the  fog  in  which  we  bad  been  enveloped 
having  cleared  away  next  morning,  he  returned,  and  I  pro- 
ceeded with  my  servant  and  the  horses  into  the  intaior. 
We  had  not  proceeded  far,  however,  before  the  fog  again 
thickened  around  us,  and  completely  hid  from  our  view  the 
mountains  on  either  side,  irom  which  we  were  to  take  our 
bearings  of  the  direction  in  which  we  were  to  travel.  This 
cixcumstance  proved  the  more  alarming,  as  the  servant  l^ad 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


444  2)£SS&T. 

never  tnnrdled  this  way  before,  and  I  had  only  traversed 
the  region  <Hice  myself;  add  to  which,  the  entire  effiu^nent 
of  the  track  in  many  places,  owing  to  the  melting  of  the 
winter  snows.  However,  by  proceeding  as  nearly  as  we 
could  strai^t  forward,  we  always  found  it  again ;  and  be- 
fore dark  We  had  fairly  passed  the  south-western  tennina- 
tion  of  the  YbkuL  We  had  stiU  a  ride  of  nearly  fifleen 
miles  ere  we  could  reach  the  smallest  patch  of  v^getatioiv 
most  of  whidi  we  performed  in  the  dark.  At  times  we  be- 
gan to  fear  that  we  mi^t  miss  it,  and  then  the  painful  re- 
collection forced  itself  upon  my  mind,  that  upwards  of  thirty 
miles  lay  between  us  and  the  next  green  spot  in  our  route. 
About  nine  o^dock  we  had  the  inexpresmble  pleasure  of  find, 
ing  the  sand  give  place  to  the  grass  and  willows  a(  Gn^bio- 
fWSSj  where  I  instantly  tented,  and,  after  partaking  of  some 
refreshment,  retired  to  rest,  greatly  fatigued  with  the  long 
ride,  but  enjoying,  perhaps,  a  greater  share  of  tranquillity 
of  mind  than  I  should  have  done  had  I  been  in  the  midst 
o(  the  most  populous  city. 

On  the  11th  the  heavens  were  clear  and  serene.  I  started 
at  an  early  hour,  and  pursued  my  journey  to  the  northern 
bank  of  the  iTvM,  where  I  halted  a  short  time  tor  the  sake 
of  the  horses ;  and  then  fording  the  river,  ascended  the  tu 
sing  ground  which  terminates  in  BUfdUMby  havii^  readied 
whidi,  I  could^again  descry  the  Gfjfsers  sending  forth  vast 
ev^lumns  of  steam  into  the  atmoqphere;  and  inviting  me  onoe 
more  to  the  contemplMicMi  of  the-wonders  of  nature,  which 
are  exhilnted  in  that  quarter  of  lodand 

Though  it  got  dark  b^ore  I  left  the  desert,  I  succeeded 
in  finding  the  path  whidi  leads  to  Holum^  and  ezperieneed, 
on  my  arrival  at  that  place,  all  that  kindness  and  hospitality 
which  the  goieral  appearance  of  its  inhabitants,  the  prooed- 
ing  year,  had  led  me  to  expect  The  following  momiag  I 
proceeded  to  the  Geysersy  where  I  spent  two  days,  partly 
with  a  view  to  rest  my  horses,  and  partly  that  I  might  avail 
mysdf  of  the  last  oppOTtunity  I  should,  in  all  probabili^, 
ever  have  of  witnessing  so  sublime  a  spectade  as  that  which 
is  here  presented  to  the  view  oi  die  travdler.    The  result 
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of  the  observations  I  made  during  this  visit,  I  have  akeady 
inserted  in  the  fcMtner  gart  of  the  Journal.  * 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  I  left  the  GejfserSj  and  tak- 
ing the  eastern  road  to  Beykiavik,  entered  the  extensive 
marshy  plain  which  stretches  from  this  port  t^  the  island  to 
the  south  coast  between  Eyrarbacka  and  the  EyqfiaOa  Y^ 
kul.  In  the  course  of  the  day,  I  fell  in  with  two  hot  springs, 
one  of  whidi  lay  near  Yfri  Reykiunij  but  it  was  very  dimi« 
nutive  in  size,  and  did  not  present  any  remarkable  pheno- 
mena ;  but  the  other,  situated  close  to  the  cottage  of  Sydri 
Reykmmj  is  more  worthy  of  observation.  It  consists  of  a 
large  irregular  bason,  which  appears  to  communicate  with 
the  subterraneous  reeervw  of  hot  water  by  means  of  a  rent 
in  the  ground ;  for  on  the  explosion  of  the  fountain,  the  jet 
bursts  forth  from  near  its  southern  margin,  and,  after  con- 
tinning  to  rush  up  with  great  impetuosity  for  the  space  of 
about  twelve  seconds,  it  runs  gradually  across  the  bason  till 
k  readies  the  opposite  maigin,  when  it  again  subsides,  after 
having  played  about  twenty  seconds.  The  greatest  diame- 
ter of  the  ocdumn  appeared  to  be  between  two  and  three 
^set,  and  the  hdght  of  the  jets  dbout  twelve.  At  a  diort 
distance  finom  this  fountain,  where  it  has  its  outlet  into  a  ri- 
trulet,  is  anotho:  small  boiling  spring,  but  it  does  not  erupt, 
and  is  used  by  the  peojde  of  the  cottage  for  IxnUng,  wash* 
ingolotlies,  Uc 

From  this  jdace,  I  proceeded  aeross  a  number  of  d^i^er- 
ous  bogs  till  I  reached  the  BruarA,  whk^  I  had  crossed  the 
preceding  year,  but  which  I  now  found  much  more  formid. 
Mbj  owing  to  the  great  accessicm  it  receives  to  its  contents 
from  the  Apa  and  Laugairvalla  lakes.  Skirting  its  eastern 
bank  far  some  time,  I  passed  a  fine  cataract  down  whii;h  ita 
waters  were  dashed  with  resistless  fury,  and  arrived  at  the 
ferry,  when  I  got  the  whde  of  my  cavak»de  across  without 
any  difficulty.  I  now  directed  my  course  over  a  dreary 
WUXXj  whidiy  finom  the  inequalities  of  its  surface,  evident^ 
rests onabed  of  lava,  vMA  has,  in  all  probabili^,  descended 
from  one  €f  the  volcanoes  to  Uie  north-east  of  Thingvalh* 
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Having  stayed  all  night  at  a  solitary  farm,  about  six  miles 
to  the  west  of  SkalhoUj  I  renewed  my  journey  on  the  mom- 
fa^  of  the  15th  ;  and,  after  passing  a  number  of  red  volca- 
nic cones,  of  immense  size,  I  encountered  a  dreary  tract  of 
lava,  over  which  I  had  to  scramble  for  several  hours,  and 
which  presented  such  prodigious  heights  and  guUeys,  that 
were  the  sea,  when  brought  into  agitation  by  the  most  vio- 
lent storm,  and  running,  as  the  phrase  is,  mountains  high, 
suddenly  to  congeal,  it  could  scarcely  furnish  a  counterpart 
to  the  scene  before  me.  What  must  then  have  been  the 
terrific  appearance  of  this  region,  when  the  red-hot  flood  of 
melted  substances  rolled  across  it,  consuming  every  thing 
that  lay  in  its  way,  and  raising  its  fiery  waves  to  die  height 
they  still  exhiUt ! 

On  reaching  the  southern  mal*gin  of  die  lava,  t  arrived  at 
the  AJftavcdn^  a  sheet  of  water  upwards  of  a  mile  in  breadth, 
whidi  connects  the  ThingvaUa  lake  with  the  river  Sog^ 
through  whidi  their  collected  waters  are  discharged  into  the 
(HfusA^  near  Et/rarbcuJea.  Concluding  from  the  nature  of 
the  tract,  that  the  bottom  of  this  lake  counted  entirdj  of 
lava,  it  was  not  without  the  most  lively  impresaons  of  dan* 
ger  I  entered  it  on  horseback,  lest  I  should  fall  into  some  of 
the  fathomless  cracks  formed  by  the  earthquakes,  which  are 
very  common  in  this  part  of  the  island.  What  increased 
the  danger,  was  die  circumstance  that  the  water  was  render- 
ed  so  turbulent  by  a  strong  westerly  wind,  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  discover  the  bottom.  Happily  the  water  was  not 
so  deep  as  I  had  suspected ;  and,  though  completely  wet,  I 
gained  the  opposite  shore  without  meeting  with  any  acd- 
dent 

I  now  entered  a  singularly  wild  region  of  volcanic  forma^ 
don,  where  nothing  presented  itself  to  the  view,  but  hills  of 
tuffa,  or  streams  of  ancient  lava,  partially  covered  with  moss ; 
and  continued  to  ascend  for  some  time,  till  gaining  the  summit 
of  the  pass,  when  the  whole  of  the  extensive  level  tract  between 
Mount  Htfda  and  the  sea  c^iened  before  me.  From  this 
place  I  deseeded  by  a  circuitous  route  between  huge  masses 
of  tuffa  which  have  beeiv  dislodged  from  the  adjacent  moua« 
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tains,  and  arrived  about  tbreeo^dock  in  the  afternoon  at  the 
church  of  Reyhmm^  a  little  to  the  north  of  which,  I  pitched 
my  tent,  at  die  distance  of  a  few  yards  fr<»n  the  most  con- 
siderable  of  the  hot  springs  with  which  the  tract  abounds. 

Having  dined,  I  devoted  the  evening  to  the  contempla- 
tion of  the  natural  wonders  of  the  place.  From  bdow  the 
church,  a  valley,  or  rather  a  wide  guUey,  stretches  back  to 
the  distance  of  some  miles  between  the  mountains,  and  ex- 
hiUts  in  the  extensive  banks  of  hot  sulphur  .and  clay,  and 
the  numerous  columns  of  steam  which  rise  into  the  Mmo- 
sphere  in  every  direction,  the  most  convincing  proofs  of  the 
conflagration  which  is  still  going  on  at  no  great  depth  in 
this  part  of  the  island,  while  the  volcanic  appearance  of  the 
mountains  and  rocks  in  the  vicinity  leads  back  the  mind  to 
ancient  scenes  of  devastation  and  ruin. 

The  largest  jetting  spring  is  known  by  the  name  of  Gey^ 
9er^  which  designation  it  has  in  common  with  the  majestic 
fountain  near  HcmkadaL  It  is  utuated  at  a  short  distance 
to  the  north  of  the  church,  at  the  base  of  a  beetling  moun- 
tain, the  crags  of  which  rise  to  the  height  of  between  four 
and  five  hundred  feet  above  the  qning.  This  subterrane- 
ous fountain  has  two  apertures  throu^  which  the  water  and 
fiteam  make  th^  escape ;  the  more  south^ly  of  which  con- 
tinues to  spout  incessantly,  and  throws  the  water  to  various 
heights  of  from  three  to  twelve  feet ;  but  the  other  aperture, 
whkh  is  only  separated  from  it  by  a  distance  of  ten  feet,  is 
the  more  remarkable  of  the  two.  It  is  surrounded  by  an 
incrusted  brim ;  and  a  large  stone,  which  has  been  precipi- 
tated  fix>m  the  mountain,  Ues  directly  across  it,  owing  to 
which  the  water  is  prevented  from  rising  to  that  height  whidi 
it  might  otherwise  attain.  Notwithstanding  this  obstruction, 
however,  the  eruptions,  which  take  place  about  fifteen  times 
in  the  twenty-four  hours,  are  carried  with  amazing  velocity, 
and  a  tremendous  noise,  to  the  height  of  at  least  thirty  feet ; 
and  the  vast  clouds  of  steam  which  make  their  escape  alcmg 
with  the  water,  add  greatly  to  the  interest  of  the  scoie. 
While  the  eruption  lasts,  which  is  generally  dbout  three  cht 
four  minutes,  an  immense  quantity  of  water  is  discharged 
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by  the  spring;  tad  to  judge  from  what  I  witnessed  during 
my  stay  there,  I  should  suppose  that  thequantity  at  jnvseot 
dischai^ged  cannot  be  inferior  to  what  it  was  when  Sir  John 
Stanley  *  vinted  these  springs  in  the  year  1789^  at  whidi 
time  Mr  Baine  found  that  th^  quantity  of  water  thrown  up 
every  minute  to  be  SOfiM  wine  gallons,  or  78^  cubic  feet. 

At  some  distance  from  this  spring,  and  dose  to  the  mar- 
gin of  the  river  which  divides  the  valley,  lies  another  re- 
markable fountain,  called  the  BmdgiqfiL.  It  cMsists  of  an 
irregular  i^rture,  which  appears  to  open  into  an  immense 
excavation,  beneath  a  high  bank  of  rkl  bolus,  which  here 
projects  towards  the  river.  Into  this  excavation  the  water 
unks  the  moment  the  eruption  ceases,  and  continues  alter- 
nately to  retreat  and  be  impelled  forward  again  like  the  waves 
of  the  sea,  at  the  depth  of  three  feet  below  the  maigin  of  the 
aperture.  At  the  same  time,  a  rumbling  nc«se  is  heard^ 
which  is  most  probably  occasicmed  by  the  coafin^nent  of  a 
quantity  of  steam,  by  means  of  which  the  water  is  dashed 
against  the  ndes  of  the  excavation,  and  same  quantity  of  it 
is  suffered  to  escape. 

The  qpring  having  remained  in  this  state  of  comparative 
quiescence  for  the  space  of  five  minutes,  a  slight  ccmcusaon 
of  the  ground  takes  place,  loud  subterraneous  reports  are 
heard;  and  the  water  is  thrown  out,  partly  by  perpendicu- 
lar jets,  to  the  height  of  twelve  feet,  and  partly  in  an  ob- 
hque  direction  towards  the  river.  This  latter  jet  carries^ 
along  with  it  the  greatest  quantity  of  water,  and  generally 
'  reaches  a  h^^t  of  twenty  feet  While  the  fountain  is  in 
actbn,  which  is  generally  about  ten  minates,  a  number  of 
large  waves  are  thrown  over  the  ground  in  firont  ^  it,  by 
which  a  number  of  uncommonly  fine  and  beautiful  calcare- 
ous incrustations  are  formed  ;  and  when  the  steam  is  exhausts 
ed,  the  water  subsides,  as  (kscribed  above. 

In  the  intervening  ground,  a  great  number  of  boiling 

qxrings,  and  steaming  apertures,  make  their  appearance; 

and  it  requires  no  small  degree  of  courage  to  walk  among 

them,  as  it  is  impossible  to  say  how  thin  the  arch  of  day  may 

*  Account  of  the  Hot  Spriogi  in  Icdnd. 
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be  which  separates  you  from  the  boiling  abjss  below.  In 
many  parts  beautiftil  banks  of  variegated  bolus  present  than^ 
sdlves;  and  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  contemfdating  the  in- 
teresting  process  described  by  Sir  John  Stanley ;  the  forma- 
tion of  what  appeared  to  be  jasper,  from  its  soft  state  in  the 
bolus,  till  it  has  gone  through  all  the  degrees  of  induration, 
and  ultimately  become  so  hard  that  it  will  .strike  fire  from 
steel. 

About  half  a  mile  farther  up  the  valley,  and  on  the  same 
side  with  the  springs  just  described,  appears,  a  huge  chasm 
filled  with  boiling  water,  from  the  south  side  of  which  a 
spring  throws  out  the  water  in  a  direction  perfectly  h(Mriz<»i- 
tal,  emitting  at  the  same  time  a  great  quantity  of  vapour, 
and  bellowing  with  a  very  disagreeable  noise.  At  a  short 
distance  to  the  north  of  this,  is  a  large  break  in  the  ground, 
which  has  evidently  been  formed  by  the  roof  of  one  of  the 
excavations  having  given  way  with  which  the  earth  is  per* 
finated  at  this  place.  In  the  middle  of  this  hoUow,  which 
may  be  about  fifteen  feet  below  the  general  surface  of  the 
ground,  lies  a  large  pool  of  turbid  water,  from  which  a  cqu* 
siderable  column  of  the  same  liquid  is  almost  uninterrupt;. 
edly  thrown  to  this  height  of  nearly  twenty  feet. 

On  passing  from  this  spot  along  the  left  bank  of  the  river, 
I  was  surprised  to  find  steam  issuing  from  within  the  mar- 
gin, and,  on  examining  the  place,  I  found  that  several  springs 
existed  in  the  very  bed  of  the  river ;  and  the  quantity  of 
Ixnling  water  which  they  threw  up  was  so  great,  that  it  could 
not  be  kept  under  by  the  cold  water  above  it,  but  forced  its 
V  way  through  the  stream  in  a  very  amunng  manner.  At 
some  distance,  on  the  south  side  o£  the  river,  is  a  great  as- 
sonblage  of  springs,  of  which  twoy  called  the  Akkra  hverary 
are  remarkable,  on  account  of  their  size,  but  they  never 
throw  up  the  water.  *'<> 

There  are  also  about  ReylAwn  several  vapour  springs,  one 
of  which,  called  the  Seydevj  or  Boiler,  is  rituated  close  to 
the  GeywTy  and  consists  of  an  aperture  about  a  foot  and  a 
half  in  diameter,  through  which  a  vast  quantity  of  steam 
issues  fiorth  incessantly  with  a  loyd  noise.     This  aperture  is 

2g 
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surrounded  with  banks  of  blue,  yellow,  and  red  bolus,  ob 
the  surface  of  which  a  considerable  quantity  of  pure  sulphur 
appeseSf  and  in  some  places  small  streaks  of  alum  were  vi» 
able. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  I  was  alarmed  by  an 
unconmumly  vicdent  eruption  of  the  Geyser j  the  water  of 
which  was  carried  to  a  much  greater  height  than  I  had  ob- 
served  it  the  preceding  day,  and  fell  in  part  with  a  tremen*- 
dous  dash  directly  upon  my  tent  Availing  mysdf  of  a  mo- 
mentary suspension  of  its  i^p^ations,  I  rushed  out,  and  taking 
my  station  at  a  convenient  distance,  I  conleraidated  ^th 
amazement  the  immense  quantity  of  water  which  continued 
to  be  poured  forth  for  upwards  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 

The  whole  tract  of  OlfuSy  in  which  Beykium  is  situated,. 
is  much  exposed  to  earthquakes.  Indeed  it  appears  to  lie 
exactly  in  the  angle  of  a  subtoraneous  line  of  communica- 
tion,  which,  wijth  great  probability,  is  su|q)osed  to  exist  be- 
tween Reykianess  and  the  volcanic  mountains  in  Gtdlbriiigt 
Syssel,  and  Mouni  Hekla,  and  the  volcanic  Yokuls  in  the 
eastern  quarter  of  the  island ;  and  must  therefore  be  sub- 
jected to  commotion  whea  any  of  these  mountains  are  in  » 
state  of  activity. 

Of  the  dreadful  phyncal  evils  to  wluch  Iceland  is  exposed, 
scarcdy  any  are  more  alarming  than  earthquakes.  Many  of 
these  awful  convulsions  of  nature  have  not  been  recorded  in 
the  annals  of  the  country ;  yet  the  number  they  do  exhibit 
is  more  than  sufficient  to  excite  feelings  o£  the  most  tender 
commiseration  for  its  inhabitants  in  the  breast  of  every  firiend 
of  humanity* 

The  first  of  which  any  notice  is  taken,  happened  in  the 
years  1181  and  1182 ;  but  we  are  not  informed  of  any  bad 
effects  resulting  from  them.  In  ISll,  the  year  in  whidi  the 
first  mention  is  made  of  an  eruption  from  the  submarine  vol- 
cano near  R^kianesSf  numerous  earthquakes  hiqppened,  in 
which  several  Uves  were  lost,  and  the  houses,  in  many  parts 
of  the  island,  completely  thrown  down.  In  the  years  12G0 
and  1261,  severe  shocks  were  felt  in  the  island  of  Flaiey,  m 
the  Breidqfiord.    In  1894i,  the  ground  xmi  m  BingdrvaUa 
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Syssel ;  the  RingA  river  changed  its  course ;  a  number  of 
fixrms  w^e  overturned ;  and,  for  the  space  of  ^ht  days,  all 
the  wells  werie  white  as  nulk.  In  the  year  1800,  during  an 
uncommonly  violent  eruption  of  Hehloj  earthquakes  were 
very  frequent  in  the  south  of  Iceland,  and  many  houses  were 
thrown  down.  They  were  repeated  with  still  greater  vio- 
lence  dight  years  aftcarwards,  when  dighteen  farms  were  de- 
atroyed,  and  numbers,  both  df  human  b^gs  and  of  the 
brute  creaticm,  perished. 

In  1811  a  still  more  dreadful  earthquake  took  jdace,  by 
whidi  not  fewer  than  fiffy-one  cottages  were  thrown  down^ 
or  entombed ;  and  so  great  was  the  darkness  occaooned  by 
the  sand  and  ashes  thrown  up  by  some  of  the  volcanoes,  that 
it  was  impossible  to  travel  frcmi  one  part  of  the  island  to 
another.  Among  other  severe  calamities  to  which  the  inha- 
bitants were  subjected  in  the  year  1818,  was  an  earthquake 
in  which  eighteen  houses  were  destnr)^.  In  18399  severe 
shocks  were  felt  throughout  the  southern  quarter  of  the 
island ;  farm-houses  were  overturned ;  men  and  cattle  were 
raised  from  the  ground  by  the  violence  of  the  shocks ;  seve- 
ral of  the  moimtains  disrupted,  and  fell ;  the  earth  rent  to 
a  great  depth ;  and  among  other  collections  of  boiling  water 
which  made  their  ajqpearance,  was  a  hot  spring,  mxty  feet  in 
diameter,  which  broke  forth  in  the  mountainous  tract,  a  little 
to  the  east  of  Moisfell.  In  the  year  1370  an  earthquake 
happened,  in  which  twelve  farms  in  the  district  of  6lf^ 
were  totally  destroyed. 

In  1890  and  1891  numerous  shocks  were  fdt,  especially 
in  the  latter  year;  fourteen  farms  in  the  districts  of  Grims^ 
nesSf  Floa,  and  dy\i8  were  destroyed,  and  several  people 
buried  in  the  ruins.  The  ground  rent  in  various  places ; 
boiling  water  sprang  up ;  and  the  effects  of  the  earthquake 
were  felt  as  &r  as  HolUu-vdrduJieidi. 

In  155S,  a  severe  earthquake  was  felt,  but  no  damage  was 
doae  by  it ;  and  in  1554  the  shocks  were  continued  with 
such  violence  for  the  space  of  a  fortnight,  that  the  inhabit 
tants  durst  not  risk  their  lives  in  their  houses,  but  were  oUi- 
ged  to  live  in  tents.     Several  shocks  were  felt  in  the  y^t^r 
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1578 ;  and  in  1597  an  earthquake  again  overturned  a  num- 
ber of  farms  in  the  district  cXOlfhu.  Tn  1614,  severe  shocks 
were  repeated  abnost  uninterruptedly  the  whole  of  the  au- 
tumn ;  the  consequence  of  which  was,  that  a  number  of  housed 
were  thrown  down.  During  the  winter  ci  168S  the  farms 
in  dlfus  were  again  destroyed;  and  the  rockings  were  so  in. 
cessant,  that  fai  many  of  the  churches  there  was  uq  service 
almost  the  whole  of  the  winter.  In  1657  and  1661  very  se- 
vere shocks  were  experienced  in  diiltn^nt  places,  particubu'lj 
in  FliatstUidy  to  the  south-east  of  HMay  and  a  numbo'  dt 
houses  were  levelled  with  the  ground. 

Most  tremendous  shocks  were  felt  in  the  districts  of  0^i$ 
and  Fha  on  January  SMi,  April  1st  and  2(Mi,  1706.  Not 
fewer  than  twenty-four  farms  were  destroyed;  the  provi- 
sions of  the  inhabitants  spoiled,  and  many  of  the  catde  kil- 
led.  Shocks  were  continued  with  greater  or  less  violence 
till  the  approach  of  summer,  and  were  more  perc^tibly  f^ 
in  the  vicinity  of  Hekla  than  elsewhere  in  the  soudi. 

As  the  eruption  of  the  STcaptir  volcano  was  the  most 
dreadftil  of  any  recorded  in  the  annals  of  Iceland,  so  die 
earthquakes  which  happened  on  the  14th  and  16th  of  Au- 
gust, 1784,  whidi  was  the  year  after  the  eruption,  were  by 
far  the  most  destructive  of  any  ever  felt  by  the  inhabitants 
of  that  island.  Though  the  pi*indpa]  scene  of  its  devasta- 
tions appears  to  have  been  about  the  districts  to  the  west  of 
Hekla^  it  was  nevertheless  felt  over  the  whole  idand,  and  in 
the  Syssels  of  SfurfeUaness  and  Isqfiord  the  shocks  were  un- 
commonly severe.  In  the  Syssel  of  Jme#^  alone,  not  few^ 
than  three  hundred  and  seventy-two  farm-houses  were  da- 
maged ;  sixty-nine  were  entirely  subverted ;  and  six^-fbur 
received  so  much  injury  that  they  could  not  be  inhabited. 
The  number  of  houses  that  were  thrown  down,  throughout 
the  island,  amounted  to  one  tliousand  four  hundred  and  fif- 
ty-nine ;  upwards  of  two  bundred  were  partly  subverted, 
and  three  hundred  and  thirty  greatly  injured.  The  diurcfa- 
es  which  were  damaged  amounted  to  nineteen,  and  of  these 
four  were  completely  overturned. 

Besides  the  damage  d<»ie  to  the  houses,  the  grass-lands 
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suffered  much  injury  6r<M  the  raits  which  were  produced, 
the  changing  of  the  course  of  the  rivers,  and  the  immense 
quantities  of  rock  and  grayei  which  were  thrown  down  from 
^  sides  of  the  mountains.  Many  of  the  old  bcnling  ^rings 
were  closed  up ;  and  others  appeared,  from  which  die  water 
was  thrown  to  a  great  height  At  the  Geysers^  near  Hau^ 
Jcadidj  not  fewer  than  thirty-five  new  springs  made  their  ap- 
pearance. 

In  the  year  1789,  another  dreadful  earthquake  happened, 
the  shocks  of  which  only  intermitted  at  first  for  the  spaceof 
tm  minutes,  but  were  ccmtinued  mcnre  sparingly  a  consider- 
able part  of  the  summer.  A  number  of  wide  rents  were 
formed  in  the  earth ;  and  among  other  remarkable  pheno* 
mena  attending  this  earthquake,  was  the  change  which  took 
friaoe  in  the  hke  of  Thin^vaOa.  The  bcktom  of  this  lake 
sunk  towards  the  north«east,  and  the  water  being  precipita- 
ted thither,  encroadied  oonmderably  on  the  land,  and  in 
many  places  overflowed  the  ancient  road  which  ran  in  that 
direction ;  whereas,  the  lake  became  so  shallow  towards  the 
south-west,  that  it  was  now  ahnost  dry  where  there  had  been 
formerly  four*fathoms  water.  * 

In  1808  a  violent  shock  was  felt,  which  made  some  alter- 
ation in  the  mechanism  of  the  hot-springs ;  but  no  devasta.- 
taim  whatever  foOowed.  The  last  concussbn  that  was  ob- 
served in  Iceland  took  jdace  in  the  month  of  June,  1815; 
but  it  was  very  slight,  and  was  felt  only  in  themurthem  parts 
of  the  island 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  vinted  the  tract  between  A^^ 
Jcium  and  Cape  Reykianess,  before  leaving  the  island;  but 
as  the  ships  were  nearly  ready  for  sailing,  I  was  obliged,  to 
abandon  the  idea.  The  following  description  of  the  Sulphur 
Mountain  and  hot  sfnrings  in  that  dismal  volcanic  r^ion,  as 
given  by  Sir  George  Mackenzie,  f  cannot  fail  highly  to  in- 
terest every  reader. 

'<  At  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  (about  three  miles  distant 

*  See«  paper  on  tibit  tii^eet  by  the  kte  Bishop  FiiiiMOD,  in  the  TnuiN^- 
tirat  of  UwIeeUmdic  Society.  * 
t  Travds  In  Icekod,  p.  11& 
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fixnn  Krisuvik,)  was  a  small  bank,  composed  chiefly  of  white 
clay,  and  some  sulphur,  finom  all  parts  of  whidi  steam  is- 
sued.  Ascending  it,  we  got  upon  a  ndge  immediately  abore 
a  deep  hollow,  from  which  a  profusion  of  vapour  arose,  and 
beard  a  confusednoiseof  boiling  and  splashing,  joined  to  the 
roaring  of  steam,  escaping  from  narrow  crevices  in  the  rode 
This  hollow,  together  with  the  whde  side  of  die  mountain 
opposite,  as  far  up  as  we  could  see,  was  covered  widi  sul- 
phur and  day,  chiefly  of  a  white  or  ydlowish  oobmr.  Walk- 
ing ov^  this  soil  and  steaming  surface,  we  found  to  be  very 
hazardous ;  Imd  I  was  frequently  very  uneasy  when  tl^ 
vapour  concealed  my  friends  from  me.  The  day,  however, 
bdng  dry  and  warm,  the  surface  was  not  so  sfippery  as  to 
occasion  much  risk  of  our  falling.  The  chance  of  the  crust 
of  sulphur  breaking,  or  the  day  nnking  with  us,  was  great, 
and  we  w&re  several  times  in  danger  of  being  much  scalded. 
Mr  Bright  ran  at  one  time  a  great  hazard,  and  suffered  con- 
oderable  pain  fitmi  accidentally  plunging  one  of  his  legs  into 
the  hot  day.  *  From  whateva*  spot  the  sulfAur  is  removed, 
steam  instantly  escapes ;  and,  in  many  {daces,  the  sulphur 
was  so  hot  that  we  could  scarcdy  handle  it  From  the 
smell,  I  percdved  that  the  steam  was  mixed  with  a  small 
quantity  of  sulphurated  hydrogen  gas.  When  tbe  ther- 
mometer was  sunk  a  few  inches  into  the  diiy,  it  rose  goie- 
rally  to  within  a  few  degrees  of  the  boiling  pdnt  By  stqpk- 
ping  cautiously,  and  avcnding  every  little  hole  Gnxm  which 
steam  issued,  we  soon  discovered  how  far  we  might  venture. 
Our  good  fortune,  however,  ought  not  to  tempt  any  person 
to  examine  this .  wond^ul  place,  without  being  provided 
with  two  boards,  with  which  any  one  may  cross  every  part 
of  the  banks  in  perfect  safety.  At  the  bottom  of  this  hol- 
low, we  found  a  caldron  of  boiling  mud,  about  fifteen  ieet 

*  Mr  Hooker  appean  to  hate  beim  hi  an  e^uaUy  perilous  sitoatiitMi  near  lUi 
place ;  fbr  he  infomif  us,  that  in  endeavooiiog  to  avoid  one  of  the  sulphuwoot 
•rrhalatimiB,  he  jumped  up  to  his  knees,  in  a  semi-liqnid  maM  of  hot  sulphur 
and  bolus,  and  sboidd  probabl]r  l^nre  sank  to  •  gicatss  dqrth,  had  he  aot  in- 
stantly thrown  himself  with  his  whole  length  upon  tht  grouiid,  M  » to  gel  kis 
handsonamoiew^soiL     Toiir,  tot  i  p^  249. 
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in  diametar,  siniilar  to  that  on  the  top  of  the  mountain, 
which  we  had  seen  the  evening  b^re ;  but  this  boiled  with 
much  more  vdiemence.  We  went  within  a  few  yards  of  it, 
the  wind  happening  to  be  remarkably  &vourabIe  for  viewing 
every  part  of  this  angular  scene.  The  mud  was  in  constant 
agitation,  and  o£texi  thrown  i^  to  the  height  of  six  or  eight 
feet  Near  this  spot  was  an  irregular  space  filled  with  wa«^ 
ter,  boiling  briskly.  At  the  foot  of  the  hill,  in  h  hollow 
formed  by  a  bank  of  clay  and  sulphur,  steam  rushed  with 
great  force  and  noise  fbom  among  the  loose  fragments  of 
rock. 

^<  Further  up  the  mountain,  we  met  with  a  spring  df  cold 
water,  a  circumstance  little  expected  in  aplace  like  this.  As* 
cending  still  higher,  we  came  to  a  ridge  composed  entirely 
of  sulf^ur  and  day,  joining  two  summits  of  the  mountain. 
Here  we  found  a  much  greater  quantity  of  sulphur  than  on 
any  other  part  of  the  surface  we  bad  gone  over.  It  form- 
ed a  smooth  crust,  fixMn  a  quarter  of  an  inch  to  several 
inches  in  thickness.  The  crust  was  beautifully  crystallized 
Immediately  beneath  it  we  found  a  quantity  of  loose  granu- 
lar sulphur,  which  appeared  to  be  collecting  and  crystalliz- 
ing  as  it  was  sublimed  aloi^  with  the  steam.  Sometimes  we 
met  with  clay  of  different  colours,  white,  red,  and  blue,  im- 
der  the  crust;  but  we  could  not  examine  this  place  to  any 
dqyth,  as  the  moment  the  crust  was  removed,  steam  came 
forth,  and  proved  extremely  annoying.  We  found  sevaral 
pieces  of  wood,  which  were  probably  the  remains  of  planka 
that  had  been  formerly  used  in  coDecting  the  sulphur,  small 
crystals  of  which  partially  covered  them.  There  iq)pears  to 
be  a  constant  sublimation  of  this  substance ;  and  were  arti« 
fidal  diambers  constructed  for  the  reception  and  condensa- 
tion of  the  vapours,  much  of  it  might  probably  be  odlected. 
As  it  is,  there  is  a  large  quantity  on  the  surface,  and  by 
searching,  there  is  little  doubt  that  great  stores  may  be  found. 
The  inconvenience  proceeding  from  the  steam  issuing  on 
every  side,  and  from  the  heat,  is  certainly  omsiderable;  but, 
by  premier  precautions,  ndther  would  be  felt  so  mudi  B8  ta 
vender  tbe  collection  of  the  sulphur  a  matter  of  any  great 
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difficulty.  The  chief  obstacle  to  working  these  mmes  is 
their  distance  from  a  port,  whence  the  produce  could  be 
diipped.  But  there  are  so  many  horses  in  the  country, 
whose  ori^al  price  is  trifling,  and  whose  maintenance  du- 
ring summer  costs  nothing,  that  the  conveyance  of  sulphur 
to  Reykiavtk  presoits  no  difiiculties  which  might  not  proba- 
bly be  surmounted. 

^  Below  the  ridge  on  the  farther  »de  of  dib  great  bed  of 
sulphur,  we  saw  a  great  deal  of  yapour  escapng  with  much 
noise.  We  crossed  to  the  side  of  the  mountun  oppoeitey 
and  found  the  surface  sufficiently  firm  to  admit  of  walking 
cautiously  upon  it  We  had  now  to  walk  towards  theprin- 
dpal  ^ring,  as  it  is  called.  This  was  a  task  of  much  appa- 
rent danger,  as  the  side  of  the  mountain,  for  the  extait  of 
about  half  a  mile,  is  covered  widi  loose  clay,  into  which  our 
feet  sunk  at  every  step.  In  many  places,  there  was  a  thin 
crust,  below  which  the  clay  was  wet,  and  extremdy  hot. 
Good  fortune  attended  us;  and  we  reached,  without  any 
serious  inconvenience,  the  object  we  had  in  view.  A  dense 
colunm  of  steam,  mixed  with  a  litde  water,  was  fcurcing  its 
way  impetuously  through  a  crevice  in  the  rock,  at  the  head 
ei  a  narrow  valley,  or  break  in  the  mountain.  The  viotence 
with  which  it  rushes  out  is  so  great,  that  the  noises  thus  oc- 
caacmed  may  often  be  heard  at  the  distmice  of  several  miles; 
end,  during  the  night,  while  lying  in  our  tent  at  Krisuvik, 
we  more  than  mice  listened  to  them  with  mingled  awe  and 
astonishment  Behind  the  column  of  vapour  was  a  dark  co- 
loured rock,  which  gave  it  its  full  efiect 

**  It  is  quite  beyond  my  power  to  olHet  such  a  description 
of  this  extraordinary  place,  as  to  convey  adequate  ideas  of 
its  wonders,  or  its  terrors.  The  sensations  of  a  person,  even 
of  firm  nerves,  standing  on  a.  support  which  feebly  sustains 
him,  over  an  abyss  where,  literally,  fire  and  briinstone  are 
in  dreadful  and  incessant  action ;  having  before  his  eyes  tre- 
mendous proofs  of  what  is  going  on  beneath  him ;  envel(q)ed 
in  thick  vapours ;  his  ears  stunned  with  thundering  noises: 
•—these  can  hardly  be  expressed  in  words,  and  can  only  be 
well  conceived  by  those  who  have  experienced  them.'' 
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Croflsiiig  the  Hengk^Hl  mountaiBs,  which  todc  me  nearlj 
four  hours,  owing  to  the  inequalities  of  the  lavas,  which  thej 
ha;ve  poured  down  in  every  direction,  I  tnade  my  horse 
quicken  his  pace,  and  reached  Reykiavik  about  five  o^dodc 
in  the  afternoon. 

Had  I  arrived  a  few  days  sooner,  I  might  have  proceeded 
to  Liverpool,  in  a  vessel  which  sailed  for  that  port  the  fid- 
lowing  morning ;  but  it  was  still  necessary  for  me  to  make 
some  final  arrai^ements  respecting  the  affairs  of  the  BiUe 
Society,  which  prevented  me  from  availing  myself  of  that 
oppcHtunity.  I  was  under  die  necessity,  however,  of  uung 
all  possible  expedition,  as  the  Damsh  vessels  were  idso  on 
the  eve  of  sailing. 

Having  taken  leave  of  the  Bishop,  and  the  rest  of  the 
public  authorities  in  Reykiavik^  from  all  of  whom  I  had  ex- 
perienced the  kindest  and  most  unwearied  attentions  during 
my  stay  in  Iceland,  I  embarked  on  the  20th  of  August,  on 
board  a  Danish  vessel,  bound  for  Copenhagen.  As  we  stood 
out  from  Reykiavik^  and  the  land  on  both  ^des  of  the  Faxe 
Fiord  began  to  recede  from  my  view,  I  was  conscious  of 
strong  feelings  of  regret,  which  not  even  the  antiapataons 
necessarily  connected  with  my  return  to  the  continent  oi 
Europe  were  able  fully  to  repress.  I  was  leaving  an  island, 
distinguished  by  its  natural  phenomena  from  every  other 
spot  on  the  surfiEice  of  the  globe,  where  I  had  been  furnished 
with  frequent  opportunities  of  contemplating  and  admirix^ 
some  of  the  more  sublime  displays  of  the  wisdom  and  powar 
of  Grod  in  the  operations  of  nature.  But  what  principally 
attached  me  to  Iceland,  was  the  exhibition  cX  moral  w(»rth, 
and  the  strong  features  of  superior  intellectiud  abilities,  which 
had  so  often  attracted  my  notice  during  the  period  of  my 
intercourse  with  its  inhaluLtants.  My  thoughts  were  also 
directed  to  the  effects  which  were  likely  to  result  from  my 
vifflt  I  had  drculated  extensively  among  them  that  blessed 
Book,  which  is  able  to  make  them  wise  unto  salvation, 
through  fiuth  in  Jesus  Christ ;  which  alone  contains  an  au- 
thenticated, complete,  and  most  satisfactory  revelation  of  the 
character,  purposes,  and  will  of  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the 
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universe ;  snd  directs  the  guilty  sons  of  Adam  to  the  onl  j 
pottuUe  wity  in  which  they  can  obtain  tirue  ahd  kstiiig  fdL 
city.  And  while  I  r^ected  on  the  respon^bility  which  at- 
taches to  the  ^tuataon  of  such  as  are  favoured  with  this  re- 
velation, and  the  aggravated  guilt  and  condemnation  of  thoee 
who  recdve  not  the  truth  in  the  love  of  it  that  they  may  be 
saved,  my  earnest  prayer  fen*  the  Icelanders  was,  that  they 
might  have  grace  communicated  to  them  from  aboire,  to 
enable  them  suitably  to  improve  the  inestimable  privilege 
which  had  been  ccmferred  upon  them. 

On  the  6th  of  September,  after  a  rough  passage  of  seven- 
teen days,  I  again  arrived  in  Copenhagen,  where  I  met  with 
a  hearty  welcome  from  the  numerous  friends  I  had  left  be* 
hind  me  in  that  dty. 
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No.  I. 
HISTORICAL  VIEW,  &c.  &c. 


It  is  impoisible  for  a  mind  imlmed  with  Christian  sentiments  to 
take  a  letroqpective  view  of  the  state  of  the  churchy  doriflg  the 
dismal  ages  of  papal  darkness^  without  being  penetrated  with  feel- 
ings of  the  most  tender  sympathy  for  the  numerous  millions  who 
wen  denied  all  access  to  the  benefits  accruing  firom  an  intimate 
acquaintance  with  the  precious  volume  of  Divine  revelation.  Dig* 
nified  with  the  name  of  Christians^  but  destitute  of  the  spirit^  and 
umnfhiff"*^  by  the  power  of  genuine  Christianity ;  professedly 
tiie  worshippers  of  th^  true  God^  but  ignorant  of  the  Scriptural 
diaracter  of  Him  who  is  **  the  WBy,  and  the  truth,  and  the  life;" 
placing  the  essence  of  religimi  in  the  punctual  observance  of  a 
number  of  superstitious,  unmeaning,  and  ridiculous  ceremoniefl;^ 
instead  of  love  to  God  and  benevolence  to  man :  the  votaries  of 
hiferarducal  impositians  remained  in  an  awful  state  of  moral  blind-i 
ness,  degradation,  and  misery.  The  sacred  fountain  of  truth  was 
locked  up  in  a  language  with  which  only  a  few  were  conversant, 
and  was  absolutely  unknown  to  the  generality  of  those  who  were 
constituted  teachers  of  others.  Nor  was  this  the  case  merely  in  * 
those  countries  which  lay  contiguous  to  the  seat  of  that  power 
whose  antichristian  lyranny  rested  on  ignorance  and  snpezstitign 
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as  its  surest  props ;  the  same  veil  of  spiritual  darioiess  was  drawa. 
oyer  the  horixon  of  more  distant  re^ions>  and  their  inhahitants 
were  equally  removed  fixnn  the  cheering  beams  of  "  the  light  of 
life." 

In  the  midst^  however^  of  this  horrible  and  universal  gloom^  it 
is  not  to  be  doubted  that  God  had  reserved  to  himself  a  remnant 
who  did  not  bow  the  knee  to  Baal,  who  worshipped  him  in  qnrit 
and  truth,  and  whose  minds,  by  a  wonderful  combination  of  pro- 
vidential circumstances,  were  enlightened  by  the  truth,  and  thus 
prepared  for  shewing  fiirth  his  praise.  How  many  of  them  fed  on 
the  heavenly  manna,  by  receiving  instruction  in  their  vernacular 
languages,  it  is  now  impossible  to  determine ;  yet^  to  judge  fiom 
the  translations,  or  fragments  of  translations,  which  have  reached 
our  times,  their  number  seems  to  have  been  greater  than  hascom- 
nionly  been  supposed.  The  Anglo-Saxon  versions  of  King  Al« 
ired,  and  .£l&ic  the  abbot;  the  English  of  Wickl]£fe  and  Tre- 
visa ;  the  French  of  Stephan  de  Ansa,  Guiart  des  Moulins,  and 
others ;  the  German  of  C)ttfieid,'^Notker,  Rabanus,  Maums,  &c  ; 
a  Danish  translation  in  MS.  supposed  to  have  been  written  about 
the  beginning  of  the  fourteenth  century,  and  still  preserved  in  the 
Royal  Library  at  Copenhagen;  and  those  of  St  Bxigel,  Rawald, 
Buddha,  &c  in  Swedidi,  with  several  more  that  ai^ht  be  addu- 
ced :  all  proves  that  in  various  places  the  Scriptures^  or  parts  of 
the  Scriptures,  were  accessible  by  certain  unlettered  individual^ 
even  in  the  darkest  ages  of  Roman  superstition.  Itis  true,  manf 
of  them  deserve  the  name  of  paraphrases  rather  than  that  of  ver« 
sions,  and  some  of  them  are  obscured  by  mystic  interpretatioos  ; 
yet  the  light  they  contiin  was  sufficient  to  guide  the  weary  and 
bewildered  pilgrim  to  the  realms  of  endless  felicity ;  anditisoniy 
to  be  deplored  that  they  were  not  more  generally  known,  their  or- 
bit being  circumscribed  by  the  walls  of  a  convent,  or,  at  most, 
they  were  confined  to  a  small  select  circle,  beyond  which  it  was 
deemed  unlawful  to  disseminate  them. 

That  something  of  this  land  should  have  been  attempted  in  Ice- 
land, is  a  conclusion  to  be  drawn  firom  the  early  and  successful 
application  of  many  of  its  inhabitants  to  literature;  and  that  the 
Bible  actually  was  translated  into  Icelandic  long  before  the  Re- 
formation, has  been  believed  on  the  testimony  of  Eric  Brodienhu- 
shis.  Governor  of  Mandale,  in  Norway,  who  asserts,  that,  in  the 
year  1567,  he  saw  a  copy  of  the  BiUe  in  that  language ;  that  the 
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Yernon  bad  been  made  three  hundred  years  preTums  to  that  date; 
and  that  the  initials  of  the  chapters  were  embeUlshed  with  gold.* 
It  haSy  however^  been  called  in  question^  whether  it  was  an  entire 
version  of  the  simple  text  c£  Scripture  which  that  noUemian  had 
seen ;  and  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the  book  he  mistook  £at 
it  was  a  copy  of  the  &mous  work,  entitled  ''  Stiorn/'  which  was 
composed  about  the  middle  of  the  thirteen^  century,  by  Brandr 
Jonson,  at  that  time  Abbot  of  Th^kvabm  monastery,  in  the  east* 
em  quarter  of  Iceland,  and  afterwards  Bishop  of  Hoium.  t  What 
confirms  this  sujqposition,  is  the  hct,  that  on  turadng  up  certain 
parts  of  '*  Stiorn,"  it  is  scarcely  possible  at  first  sight  not  to  be« 
lieve  but  it  is  the  Bible  we  have  befinre  us ;  as,  finr  instance,  at 
the  end  of  the  preface,  wh^re  the  author,  after  having  described 
three  species  of  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  adds :  "  Now,  it  was  by 
the  first  of  these  species  of  sacred  prophetic  spirit  alone  that  Mo- 
ses composed  five  books,  the  first  of  which  is  called  Genesis,  be- 
cause it  contains  the  mffn,  creation,  and  birth  of  the  world. 
With  this  hook  he  begins  his  written  accounts,  and  the  formation 
of  the  world,  in  the  manner  and  with  the  words  which  in  our 
language  are  as  follows :  **  In  the  .beginning  God  created  hea« 
ven,"  &c 

In  like  manner  he  subjoins  to  the  account  of  the  death  of  Jo- 
ieph :  '^  Here  ends  the  fiist  book  of  Moses,  Genesis^  and  the  se- 
cond begins,  whidi  is  called  Exodus."  This  drcumstanee,  com- 
bined with  the  paraphrastic  version  of  a  great  portion  of  the  Old 
Testament  histovy  oontaiQed  in  this  vQhime;^  rendered  it  extreme* 
ly  natural  fin:  Brochenhusius,  who  did  not  perhaps  examine  its 
contents  with  much  minuteness,  to  view  it  as  a  oopy  of  the  Scrip* 
tures,  to  which  it  certainly  bears  a  great  resemblance.  Of  this 
valuable  monument  ci  northern  antiquity,  several  manuscripts; 
elegantly  written  on  parchment,  are  preserved  in  the  Amftmag* 
n«an  Libcary^  which  is  attadied  to  that  of  the  University  cf  Co- 
penhagen. In  Iceland,  itself  eo[nes  are  veiy  scarce,  as  indeed  all 
the  ancient  manuscripts  are*  Having  been  presented  with  a 
copy  by  the  very  Rev.  A.  Thorsteinson,  Dean  of  North  MuU 
Syssel,  on  my  tour  through  that  quarter,  I  will  here  insert  a  brief 

•Undalin.  Descript  Norveg.  p.  168. 

t  Bidiop  H«rboo*t  '«  Kurtze  Nadtridit  too  der  IsBln^scbcti  Bibel-Hisv 
Aire*'  hi  the  Dmnvche  BibliocbdB.  VIll.  Stick,  pp.  4,  6, 
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detcr^^tion  of  its  contents,  as  it  mssy  not  prove  altogether  unin- 
terestinf  to  the  friends  of  Biblical  literature. 

It  is  written  on  paper,  in  ordinary  folio,  and  consists  of  887 
pages.  The  title-page,  and  especially  the  initials  of  the  different 
principal  divisions,  are  embellished  with  a  variety  of  curious  fi- 
gures, done  with  red,  green,  and  violet  tints,  prepared  from  come 
of  the  natural  productions  a£  the  island.  The  primary  divisions 
are  again  subdivided  into  chapters,  to  each  of  which  is  prefixed  a 
title,  oar  index,  of  its  contents.  There  are  three  difierent  hand^ 
observable  in  the  manuscript,  none  of  which  i^pear  to  be  vezj 
old ;  and  the  words  are  abbreviated  in  the  same  way  as  the  Co- 
penhagen codices.     The  general  title  is  as  fidlows: 

attorn 

£  Nonma  Tungo  ritoth  af  Brand! 

Abota  i  Veri  A^*  Dm  MCCLV 

ath  fcipon  Virtholig.  Magnuf 

Kgs  Hdcon'  f.  Lagab&tis. 

eftir 

Sogom  AU0178TIKI,  HfEROKYHI, 
BEROSI,  ISinORIy  JOSE^HI,  &C 

i  e.  *'  Slim^ ;  written  in  Ncme  by  Brandr,  abbot  of  Fer,  (or 
Thtfcvaba,)  anno  Domini  1255,  according  to  the  mandate  of  llie 
honourable  King  Magnus  Haconson,  teSofrmet  of  Uie  laws,  finom 
the  accounts  of  Augustinus,  Hieronymus,  Berosius,  Isidorus,  Jo^ 
sq>hus,  &c"  As  the  Icelandic  ward  '*  Stiom"  properly  signifies 
government  or  direction,  and  this  volume  contains  the  substance 
of  the  Old  Testament  history,  it  might  be  supposed  that  it  re- 
ceived this  title  with  a  view  to  the  theocracy  or  divine  govern- 
ment of  the  Hebiew  nation  during  the  period  which  that  history 
embraces ;  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  when  we  consider  that  it  wmt 
written  at  the  instance  of  King  Magnus,  who  rendered  himself 
fimous,  by  reducing  the  different  boc^s  of  Norw^|;ian  law  to  one 
grand  code,  (whence  he  obtained  the  surname  of  Lagabster,)  it 
seems  most  probable  that  it  was  so  called,  because  the  laws  of  the 
theocracy  were  viewed  as  the  ground-work  and  model  of  all  eqiii« 
table  legislation. 

The  work  consisU  of  thirteen  pg^rt&— I.  The  history  of  tbe 
creation  and  the  antediluvian  world.— IL  The  period  from  the 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


ICELANDIC  SCRIPTURES.  465 

flMdtdtha  caDiBgof  Abraham.— III.  Tl^  hiauxcy  g£  AhtsSittm, 
—IV.  The  histoty  of  laaac,  Jaeob,  and  Joseph. — V.  The  Exodus. 
mm-VL  TIm  Mofloie  lagulAt]on«  and  the  journe^gs  of  the  He- 
hcews  in  die  wildenuest.'— VII.  Joshua. — ^VIII.  Judge8.-<-IX. 
Biitfi.^-*X.  Tlie  govemmeat  under  SamueL— XI.  Th^  reign  of 
Saol.-^XII.  The  reign  of  Darid-^XIII*  Hie  reig^  <^  Solomoa 
'Md  the  Jewish  kings  till  die  c^itivitj. 

In  mao^  flaoesy  a  fiteml  rersion  is  given  of  the  Vulgate  text ; 
in  odien,  especially  in  Genesis,  the  sacred  hiatoiy  is  strongly  pa- 
raphrased, and  interspersed  with  legendary  tales  and  fanciful  in^ 
tcfpnetatioos;  while  in  the  &Dowii^  division^  the  Seri^re  ao 
caunt  is  shortened,  aad  only  a  hvief  /compendium  exhihited  rf  Us 
ooQteiils.  Between  the  first  and  second  divisions  is  insen»d  a 
djsnwinir?  an  the  nature  and  dedgn  of  the  nine  weeks'  &st.  In 
vhtdi  aie-cQOtaised  a  number  of  ridiculous  obs^vatiims,  striking- 
ly cfaaracteriatk  sf  die  age  in  which  they  were  written.  After 
the  aeoouat  of  the  omfiision  of  tongues,  fallows  a  long  diaseita* 
tion  on  geography,  chiefly  taken  from  Isidorus:  the  histoiy  of 
Ahra&am  concludes  with  a  homily  on  llie  temptadon  of  Christ ; 
and,  in  that  of  Joseph,  we  are  entertained  with  a  tedious  legend 
respecting  Aseneth,  how  Ood  revealed  himself  to  her ;  her  con- 
versadon  with  an  angel,  &c. ;  to  dwell  on  which  would  only  be 
to  trifle  with  the  feeHngs  of  my  readers.  That  they  may  be  abl^ 
however,  to  fiirm  some  idea  of  the  intetpretatkm  of  Scripture 
whidi  was  cmrrent  in  diofle  days,  I  diall  lay  before  them  the  foU 
lowing  specimens :  **  When  Adam  gave  our  first  mother  the  name 
of  Eva,  it  was  because  he  foresaw  that  all  who  should  be  bom  of 
voman  would  either  enunciate  £  or  A ;  *  it  being  a  &ct^  that  every 
male  nAvid  <m  ^at^ing  the  world  begins  its  crying  with  A,  and 
every  female  with  £."—''  As  Nihal,  the  brother  a£  Tubal«Cain, 
was  sitdng  in  die  smidiy,  and  listening  to  the  sound  of  the  ham« 
mers,  he  became  sensible  of  a  certain  dissonance,  whence  conceiv- 
ing the  idea  of  harmony,  he  invented  the  different  kinds  of  poetry 
and  music"  In. like  manner,  af^  the  relation  of  the  victwy  of 
Abraham,  we  are  told  that  he  held  a  jubilee,  and  ''  that  the  rea- 
son why  the  children  of  larael  afterwards  kept  a  jubilee,  every 
fifdeth  year,  was,  because  Lot  was  fifty  yesors  old  when  lie  was 
delivered  out  of  capdvity ;  or,  according  to  others,  because 'fi^y 
years  had  elapsed  from  the  period  of  his  departure  from  Ijtar^n." 

*  L«t.Ew<A*.^trtf/ 

an 
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Treating  of  the* curse  of  mortality  pronounced  upon  Adam,  the 
remembrance  of  it  is  said  to  be  still  continued  in  the  holy  churchy 
when^  on  Ash  Wednesday,  she  gives  her  members  ashes,  repeat* 
ing  these  words:  *'  Dust  thou  art,  and  unto  dust  thou  shalt  re- 
turn." It  deserves  to  be  noticed,  that  this  custom  is  not  yet  en^ 
tirely  foigotten  in  Iceland ;  inasmuch  as  on  the  above-mentioned 
day  the  females  generally  endeavour  to  bind  what  they  call  odhn- 
pokar,  or  small  bags  filled  with  ashes,  to  the  coats  of  the  men  as 
a  trick,  at  which  they  greatly  triumph  if  they  suceeed  in  the  at- 
tempt. 

When  we  deduct  these  and  similar  passages,  and  ooofine  oar 
attention  solely  to  those  in  which  the  author  adheres  to  the  text, 
it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  volume  contains  a  considerabk  por- 
tion of  sacred  Scripture,  and  is  justly  entitled  to  a  place  in  the 
history  of  Biblical  Transktions.  As  a  specimen  of  the  traasla* 
tion,  I  will  here  subjoin  part  of  the  eighteenth  chapter  of  Gene- 
sis, together  with  a  literal  English  version  in  the  paialld  oohimn. 


DroUitm  vUradiz  Abrahe  i  daUmtm 
Mambre^  A  eUm  themm  dag  tern  hiH  var 
mikiU  uii,  tern  Itann  tat  i  tealft  tiaUd" 
budar  durum,  ok  er  Abraham  litadiz 
um  tlid  tyndUs  honum  tern  iij  menn  sto- 
di  thar  driugitm  Vtcd  konum^  kverhtm 
er  ftttnn  moti  reimamdi,  ok  tU  iardar 
frantfaUoMdl^  dyrhudi  Um  ^nn  ^thdm 
iva  tegian^  Jbr  ei  i  brott  nUn  herra 
fra  mcr  t/iimtm  ihionutiu  manni  efek 
hefer  nockum  tima  g\ftufundit  ok  fin- 
git  I  (hinu  ougliHy  vU  ek  hdtdr  bera 
ydr  til  HtU  vatt^  at  ther  tkvaU  thar  i 
firtr  ydra^  ok  hvUix  her  under  tremu 
Man  ekfram  tetkifyrir  ydr  ftotkut  li- 
tU  braud,  Ncerit  ydr  oXr  etyrkU  tva 
'  ydvart  l\f  ok  hiortu^  verit  tidann  &  veg  ; 
fyrir  thina  tkylld  vcentir  mik  at  ther 
vikit  higat  tU  ydart  thUmuttu  mans. 
Their  tvorudu :  Gir  efUr  thi  tern  thu 
teger*  Hann  tkundadi  h^m  I  Wiffd- 
budinfl  iil  Saram^  ok  bad  hana  tern  tkio* 
tatt  taka  Uj  tinnum  braudj  ok  mat  gora 
tfieim  ihar  a/",  enn  teaifr  hann  for  Iha- 
gat  tern '  ftaut  hann*  voruy  ok  tok  tha» 
dann  einn  Mnn  bc)Ua  kalfmnk  ungmut 


««  TheLordieraOedhiiiiMlftDA- 
braham  in'the  platiu  of  Mamie,  whm 
the  day  was  veiy  hot  without,  and  he 
sat  in  the  door  of  his  tent  And  at 
Abraham  looked  about,  it  appeared  to 
him  as  if  three  men  stood  there,  dose 
bende  him->-numing  to  iHioni,  and 
fidling  forward  to  the  ground,  he  wor- 
shipped one  of  them,  sajring :  Pas  not 
away,  my  Lord,  from  me  thy  senrant, 
if  at  any  time  I  have  fomid  £svour  in 
thy  si^t :  I  will  rather  bear  yon  a  fit- 
tie  water,  that  ye  may  wash  your  feet 
in  it,  and  rest  yotuaelTca  heie  under  die 
tree.  I  will  place  before  you  a  little 
bread:  nourish  yourselTes,  and  thus 
strengthen  your  life  and  hearts :  then 
pass  on.  For  thy  sake  I  hope  ye  will 
turn  hither  to  your  servant  They  an* 
swered:  Do  according  as  thou  hast 
said.  He  hastened  home  into  the  isot 
to  Sarah,  and  bade  her  take  as  quickly 
as  possible  three  rations  of  bread,  and 
prepare  meat  to  them  of  it:  but  he 
went  hhnself  to  the  place  where  his 
cftttle  were,  and  took  ftom  thenos  one 
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ok  fick  i  hendr  ncM  tirnum,  ilk  bad  of  thebestfaTeiyjonngcalf.and  gsve 
haim  noda  thegr  i  itad^  ok  hann  giordi  -  it  to  his  fervant,  and  bade  Kim  boil  it 
too.  Sidtftm  bar  Abiahamframfyrir  instantly,  and  he  did  so.  Afterwards, 
Vuxu  gfnmr  ok  miolkj  ok  that  medr  haU  Abraham  placed  before  them  butter 
jinn  thaim  tima  tern  hann  var  to^nn,  and  mOk,  and  also  ^e  calf  when  it 
kamm  stod  hi&  theim  wtdir  ttenu,  was  boiled*  and  stood  beside  them  un* 

der  the  tree.** 

The  interpretations  of  tte  text  are  mostly  taken  from  the  Hii» 
ioria  Scholaatica,  a  work  written  in  the  twelfth  century,  by  Peter 
Commestor^  chancellor  of  the  university  of  Paris,  and  held  in  such 
repute  in  the  dark  ages,  that  it  was  not  only  supposed  to  possess 
equal  authority  with  the  Scriptures,  but  was  even  preferred  be- 
fore them.  Considerable  use  is  also  made  of  the  Speculum  Hi^ 
ioriale;  and  numerous  quotaticms  are  made  fixnn  Josephus,  St  Je- 
romes, St  Augustine,  and  the  rest  of  the  fathm. 

It  is  not  unwcNTthy  of  notice,  that  such  parts  of  the  sacred  his*> 
tory  as  are  inserted  in  the  ancient  Norwegian  production,  entitled 
Kangt'Skugg-Sio,  or  '*  The  Royal  Mirror,"  •  coincide  almost  ver- 
batim with  the  same  passages  in  Stiom.  The  only  difiecence  con- 
sists in  the  use  of  a  greater  number  of  expletives  in  the  former; 
from  which  it  seems  natural  to  conclude,  either  that  the  transla- 
tions have  been  derived  from  a  common  source,  or  that  the  author 
of  the  Royal  Mirhir  has  known  and  availed  himself  of  Stiom.  It 
is  also  remarkable;,  that  the  various  reading  of  the  former  is  al- 
most universally  the  textual  reading  of  the  latter.  The  follow- 
ing passages  will  be  sufficient  to  shew  the  agreement  and  discre- 
pancies that  exist  between  them : 

STIOEX.  KONGS-SKUGGwSIO. 

ThA  David  var  gamaU  ok  nasr  or-  —  var  gamail  madur  ok  aUtusr  & 

vasa.  aurvasa  aildrL 

Tkesnr  varo  i  Ribdagord  nut  han»  ThetHr  vara  hauflingiar  i  r&dagerd 

wem*  nttt  hanenu 

Joab  hertogi  Daoidt,  JocdfhertogiDavidtkongs^okfrcendi 

hant, 

BaUt  okordvld  Skneiy  tho  at  hann  HaUt  ok  ord  mhm  vU  Simei  tho  at 

hohadi  mer  er  dcjly^fyrir  Saker  Ab^  hann  holvadi  mcr  Hia  er  ekfiyda  ofrikl 

takmu  brodr  thhu,  ok  tho  met  thehn  brodur  thins  Abtalomt^  ol{  tho  met  theim 

hcetU  at  hann  h^ffi  nockum  ndmting  hcBtti,  at  hann  hafl  nockora  mmn^ 

^ett  gfeeptt  at  m  statyhtist  m  hobnan  gloepa  tint  tU  idran^  at  eigi  ttadfittitt 

^  hatmem  at  ^fifu  er  hatm  hohadi  tu  bohan  eiliJUga  f/rfir  hauJSi  hamtmy  at 

mer  Saidautum.  hann  bohadi  mer  SakUmtwn. 

•  Fh«t  pnblishod  at  SorSe^  1768,  4to. 
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Tkere  is  also  a  strildiig  resemblance  between  the  language  and 
style  of  these  works,  both  of  tliem  departing,  in  some  degree,  from 
tbe  pure  and  classic  Icelandic,  and  approaching  more  to  the  Latin 
idiom  than  most  other  writings  of  that  period. 

From  the  few  documents  that  have  been  handed  down  to  us^ 
relative  to  the  state  of  saorad  literature  in  Iceland  during  the  reign 
of  superstition,  it  would  a{^)ear  timt  copies  even  ef  the  Vulgate 
wwe  hy  BO  means  common.;  and  th^  learned  Bishop  Jonson  sup- 
looses,  even  that  in  many  instances  in  which  mention  is  made  ot 
^be  holy  book  (fielga  hok)  being  used  in  the  administration  ef 
oaths,  notiiing  more  is  meant  than  an  image  or  representation  of 
die  Gospds  cut  in  wood  an4  painted,  or  cast  in  a  mcfuld,  relics  of 
which  were  st3I  fimnd  in  his  time  in  the  cathedral  of  SkalkdiL* 
The  Psalms  of  DavU  in  Latin,  however,  were  mcnre:  frequently 
lo  be  met  with ;  and  such  as  were  dntinguishingly  strict  in  their 
devotions  made  conscience  of  repeating  a  third  part  of  the  Psalter 
ibily.  The  only  attempt  that  was  made  to  communicate  the 
.knowledge  of  the  Divine  oracles  to  others,  seems  to  have  beoi 
aiming  to  the  ceal  of  Thorlak  Runolfton,  who  lived  in  the  twdfth 
^entuxy,  and  of  whom  it  is  said,  in  the  Hungurvaka,  that  '^  he 
«ead  lectures  on  the  sacred  Scriptures,^  t  but  whedier  these  ko- 
tnres  were  public,  and  in  the  vernacular  language,  or  merely  de> 
Jivei«ed  to  such  as  were  designed  finr  the  priesthood,  cannot  now 
be  ascertained. 

NotwMistandmg  the  extreme  distance  «f  Iceland  finm  the  qpot 
where  the  light  of  the  Refimnation  ilrst  dawned  on  the  benighted 
nations  of  Europe,  that  zone  of  the  moral  hemisphere  was  eariy 
irradiated  widi  its  beams,  and  invested  with  those  inestimable 
blessings  which  the  Sun  of  Righteousness  never  fitils  to  impart  ta 
all  who  are  within  reach  of  his  influence. 

Oddur  Gotshalkson,  whose  £ither  filled  the  episcopal  see  of 
Holum,  was  the  instrument  employed  by  Providence  tot  the  pur- 
pose of  effecting  this  important  and  beneficial  change.  In  his 
sixth  year  he  was  sent  over  to  Norway  to  the  ca^  of  his  unde 
Guttorm,  a  lawyer  in  that  country,  by  whom  he  was  introduced 
into  the  school  of  Beigen,  at  that  time  taught  by  tho  pious  and 
learned  Magister  Petreus.  HappOy^  himself  and  fbr  leeiand, 
he  continued  abroad  till  the  doctrines  of  the  Befivmation  Began 

*  Hist.  Ecdee.  Idand.  torn.  li.  p.  188. 
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to  eacdte  a  genecil  aanattion  ihiougbottl  the  aordi  of  EuMpe. 
Tliflse  doctrines  attracted  the  attention  of  Oddur,  who  asnduoiiiiy 
weighed  their  menu,  and,  eren  while  others  ale]^  made  them 
the  suhject  of  dose  and  impartial  invcstigatifln.  He  soon  pevi^ 
edyed  that  they  were  Tastlj  different  firom  the  princsplei  with 
which  his  mind  had  heen  imboed  from  his  inftncj;  but  whidi  of 
ihem  were  consonant  with  the  will  of  God»  was  a  question  whiah 
gave  him  no  small  perplexity,  and  to  which  it  was  some  time  bov 
tote  he  obtained  a  satisfiu^tory  solution.  At  last  he  was  directed 
to  the  only  way  in  which  it  was  possiUe  for  him  to  arriTe  at  the 
truth.  ConsdoQs  of  his  lack  of  wisdom,  and  his  liability  to  enos; 
he  "  asked  of  God,  who  giyeth  unto  all  lihenlly,  and  upbraideth 
not"  For  three  successiye  nights  he  prostrated  himaeU;  half  na* 
ked,  on  the  floor  of  his  apartment,  and  besought  die  Father  of 
Lights  that  he  would  graciously  be  pleased  to  open  the  eyes  of 
his  understanding,  and  shew  him  whether  the  principles  of  Eom^ 
-or  those  of  Luther,  were  from  heaTon.  The  result  wa%  a  firm 
conviction  ihat  the  cause  of  the  refomer  was  the  cause  of  God 
and  truth* 

Not  long  after  this  he  left  Beigen,  and  pfooeeded  to  Germanf 
with  the  view  of  prosecuting  his  stupes,  and  obtaining  a  moie 
thorough  acquaintance  with  the  doctrines  he  had  espouaed. 
Amongst  other  places  he  vinted  was  Wittenbeig,  where  he  heard 
Luther  and  Melancthon,  from  whose  aarmons  and  ooBvermtian  he 
derived  much  spiritual  improvement.  It  is  not  improbable  that 
it  was  here  he  first  conceived  the  idea  of  translating  the  New 
Testamont  into  his  native  language,  and  Ihat  he  returned  to  Ice^ 
land  fiiU  of  the  pious  and  noUe  design. 

The  difiBcuhiefli^  however,  which  Oddur  could  not  hot  antici* 
pate,  were  sufficient  to  have  deterred  miy  ordinary  niSnd  fimn  en« 
gaging  in  such  an  undertaking.  Ogmnnd,  bishc^  of  Skalhol^ 
into  whose  en^ploy  he  went  on  his  return  ficom  the  continent,  was 
the  sworn  enemy  of  every  thing  of  the  kind*  Happening  one 
day  to  surprise  the  rector  of  the  cathedral  in  the  act  of  reading 
the  Gospel  of  Luke  in  German,  in  an  obscure  comer  of  the  church, 
he  instantly  demanded  what  book  it  was  he  read  ?  The  poor  priest 
was  panic-struck,  and  could  not  make  any  reply;  at  which  the 
Bishop  was  enraged,  and,  with  as  much  delicacy  as  lenity,  es- 
elaimed,  "  Shew  me  it,  thou  son  of  a  >"     Gisle,  finr  so  the 

priest  was  caUed,  was  obliged  to  hand  him  the  New  Testament, 
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which  he  had  no  sootier  opened  than  he  condemned  it  as  fdU  of 
Lutheran  heresjr^  and  threw  it  with  a  vengeance  into  the  court 
before  the  church.  Yet^  it  was  at  the  residence  of  this  haughty 
and  bigotted  prelate,  by  one  of  his  own  servants,  and  pertly  at 
his  expense^  that  this  biased,  but  by  him  detested  book,  was  to 
be  translated  into  the  vulgar  tongue ! 

It  is  a  remarkable  &ct,  that  the  first  Icelandic  New  Testament 
owes  its  Hrth  to  a  place  similar  to  that  in  which  the  glorious  Sub- 
ject of  its  testimony  entered  the  world.  To  escape  detection^ 
Oddur  made  choice  of  a  small  cell  in  a  cow*house,  in  which  hum-  • 
Ue  ^ortment  he  laid  the  foundation  of  a  work  which  has  proved 
a  blessing  to  thousands,  and  which  will  continue  to  operate  in  its 
saving  effects  on  thousands  yet  unborn.  He  was  otherwise  em« 
ployed  here  in  transcribing  ancient  ecclesiastical  statutes  and  con- 
stitutions, on  shewing  his  progress  in  which  to  the  Bishop,  he 
obtained  fresh  supplies  of  paper  and  other  writing  materials,  by 
means  of  which  he  was  enabled  to  prosecute  his  favourite  enter- 
prise. He  had  not  advanced  farther,  however,  than  the  end  of 
Matthew,  when  he  was  under  the  necessity  of  leaving  the  episco* 
pal  see.  This  removal  was  most  probably  occasioned  by  some  in- 
fimnation  having  been  lodged  against  him  and  his  crypto-lutheran 
brethren  on  account  of  their  clandestine  meetings,*  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Reformation,  which  it  became  every  day  more  and 
more  apparent  they  had  embraced. 

On  quitting  SkalhoUt,  he  took  a  lease  of  the  fiurm  of  Eeykmm, 
in  the  district  of  Ohes,  where  he  brought  his  translation  to  a  con* 
dusion  in  the  year  15$9'  As  he  found  it  would  be  in  vain  to 
think  of  printing  it  at  the  press  which  the  Bishop  of  Holum  had 
established  in  his  diocese,  he  sailed  the  same  year  to  Denmark,  in 
which  country  he  hoped,  from  the  progress  the  Reformation  had 
there  made,  to  meet  with  men  who  would  espbuse  the  cause  he 
bad  in  hand,  and  fiunlitate  the  execution  of  his  noble  undertaking. 
Nor  was  he  disappointed  in  his  expectations.  His  Majesty  Chris- 
tian. I  IT.  patronised  the  work ;  and,  on  its  being  approved  by  the 
university)  issued  an  odict  authorizing  its  publication.     Having 

*  The  assodates  of  Oddur  were,  Gisle  Jonson,  the  priest  abovMDcntiQned; 
Oissur  EipanoOf  the  Bishop*s  secrctaiy;  and  his  steward  Oddur  Eyolfson ;  all 
of  whom  met  at  the  house  of  thc^  latter,  in  order  to  read  the  Scriptures,  and  Uic 
works  of  Luthgr?    Ukt'  Eccles.  Isiattd,  torn.  iiL  p.  204. 
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thu^  obtained  the  Royal  privilege,  it  was  put  to  tKe  prea,  and 
appeared  the  following  year  with  the  title : 

THETTA  ER 

hid  Nya  Testament 

Jesu  Christi  eigenleg  ord  qg  Evangelta 

kver  fiann  sialfr 

predikadi  og  kendi  her  i  heime. 

Sem  hans  Postutar  og  Guds  SpiaUamenn 

Sydann  Skrifudu: 

than  cm,  nu  luer  utlogd  a  Norramu 

Gudi  til  loffs  og  dyrdar 

tn  Almugannum  til  Scemdar  og  Sialuhialpar. 

^  This  is  the  New  Testament^  the  very  words  and  Gospels  of 
Jesus  Christy  which  he  himself  preached  and  taiight  in  this  wcvld^ 
and  which  his  Apostles  and  Evangelists  afterwards  committed  to 
writing.  These  are  now  here  translated  into  Norse^  to  the  praise 
and  glory  of  God^  and  the  benefit  and  salvation  of  the  common 
people." 

The  name  of  the  place  where  it  was  printed^  that  of  the  priuter, 
and  the  date,  are  postfixed  thus: 

ThtycH  uii  KonungUgum  Stad  Rosokylld  af  mkr  Hans  Barth, 
XII.  Dag  Aprilis,  Anno  Domini  mdxl. 

The  size  of  the  volume  is  laige  12mo.  The  title-page  is  omi^ 
mented  with  a  cut,  representing  at  the  top  a  venerable  personage 
in  the  attitude  of  preaching  to  a  number  of  people  who  are  sitting 
around  him  on  the  ground ;  and,  at  the  foot,  are  two  men,  the 
one  with  a  large  key  in  his  hand,  from  whom  several  persons,  that 
from  their  beards  and  attire  seem  to  be  monks,  are  running  away 
perfectly  affiighted ;  the  other  is  extending  his  arms  as  if  he  would 
wrest  the  key  firom  the  former.  The  mystery  of  these  hierogly- 
phics is  by  no  means  recondite.  They  strikingly  point  out  the 
effects  which  were  to  result  from  the  circulation  of  the  New  Tes- 
tament in  Iceland.  The  word  of  God  would  be  preached  in  pu- 
rity to  the  inhabitants ;  the  key  of  knowledge  would,  in  spite  of 
the  hatred  and  rage  of  its  enemies,  be  put  into  their  own  hands; 
and  before  the  gospel-light  thus  admitted,  their  ghostly  deceivers 
would  disappear  like  the  vermin  of  night  before  the  morning  sim* 
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On  the  inside  of  tbe  tide-pago  is  another  ctit>  repfese&ti%  t^ 
royal  Psalmist  pnusing  God  upon  the  liarp,  abore  wluch  sse  the 
words :  *'  To^ay,  if  ye  will  hear  his  voice,  harden  not  your  hearts;" 
and  at  the  bottom :  ''  He  that  rejecteth  me,  and  reoeiveth  not  my 
words,  hath  one  that  judgeth  him,"  John  12;  together  with  a 
note  fnm  John  liv.  6. 

The  pre&ces  of  Luther  are  pre&ced,  that  to  the  Apocalypse 
excepted,  which  Oddur  did  not  deem  it  prudent  at  that  time  to 
publish,  on  account  of  the  harshness  of  some  of  the  Refiormer's  ex«> 
pressions  respecting  the  ftoman  hierarchy.  There  are  also  on  the 
margin  a  few  notes  and  piiraDel  texts  from  Luther.  The  chapters 
ore  not  divided  into  verses,  but  into  paragraphs,  which  generally 
comprise  two  or  three  of  our  verses.  The  initial  of  each  chapter 
is  large,  and  ornamented  with  such  figures  as  are  oommorily  to  be 
fbund  in  books  printed  at  that  period.  The  typography  is  rather 
idoarse;  and,  besides  the  abbreviations  peculiar  to  the  Icelandic^ 
there  are  several  of  such  as  were  used  by  the  monJ^  A  Hst  of 
the  Gospels  and  Epistles  is  subjoined,  according  to  the  ocder  in 
which  they  were  read  in  the  churches.  At  the  eud  is  an  address 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Iceland,  in  which  the  translator  states  th^ 
supreme  importance  of  the  New  Testament,  and  gives  a  compen« 
dious  but  lucid  and  scriptural  view  c£  its  contents. 

With  respect  to  the  merits  of  the  translation,  we  have,  in  the 
royal  grant  prefixed,  the  qdnion  of  the  Copenhagen  Profiesson, 
who  declare  it  to  be  done  "  exactly  according  to  the  Latin  ver- 
Mon,"  Or  the  Vulgate,  firom  which  it  has  certainly  been  mad^ 
with  the  exception  of  some  few  passages,  in  which  Oddur  has  fill- 
lowed  the  version  of  Luther.  In  the  choice  of  his  renderings, 
however,  he  appears  to  have  been  more  judicious  than  many  con* 
temporary  translators,  neither  Allowing  the  Vulgate,  where  it  evi« 
ckehtly  was  ftlse,  nor  blindly  adopting  the  variations  of  Luther, 
how  high  soever  the  opmion  was  which  he  Entertained  of  his  me- 
rits. 

A  considerable  number  of  omissions  occur,  most  of  whidi,  how* 
evef,  are  common  to  almost  all  the  translations  made  at  the  same 
period,  and  are  to  be  ascribed  tb  the  small  degree  of  progress  whidi 
Biblical  criticism  had  then  attained.  In  point  of  language  it 
bears  the  palm  fh)m  all  the  succeeding  versions,  and  is,  on  this 
account,  highly  esteemed  by  such  as  cultivate  loehndxc  Besides 
fhe  New  t^rtament^  Oddur  Gottshalbon  translated  ako  the  53d 
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.  €liq)ter  of  TflBiah  into  his  mother  ton^e.  To  this  he  added  short 
expository  notes>  and  got  it  printed  at  Copenhagen  in  the  year 
1556.  He  must  also  have  translated  some  entire  hooks  of  the 
Old  Testament  (although  it  does  not  appear  that  he  ever  puhlkh- 
ed  them)  as  Bishop  Oudhrand  declares  he  had  adopted  Oddnr's 
vernon«  after  having  revised  and  corrected  it>  into  his  edition  of 
the  whole  Bihle.  *  Nor  must  I  Qmit  mentioning^  to  the  praise  of 
this  £riend  to  the  wcrd  of  God^  and  his  country^  that  such  of  his 
translations  as  he  made  puhHc  were  printed  at  his  own  private 
expense.  In  the  year  1554^  he  was  made  lawyer  of  the  northern 
division  of  the  island^  which  office  he  filled  with  much  credit  till 
1556>  when  he  lost  his  life  in  the  river  Laxd  in  the  Kiosdr  dis- 
trict-t 

In  1562,  Olaf  Hialteson,  the  fint  Lutheran  hbhqp  of  Holum^ 
ptiblished  a  small  quarto  volume  called  the  ''  Gudspialla  Bok," 
whidi  contains  the  Gospels  and  Epistles  arranged  in  the  order  ac- 
cording to  which  they  were  to  be  read  in  all  Uie  churches  in  liis 
diocese,  and  may  be  viewed  as  a  second  edition  of  certain  portions 
of  Oddur^s  New  Testament:  the  compiler  having  availed  himself 
chiefly  of  that  version  in  writing  out  the  lessons  of  wMch  the  work 
consists.  It  was  printed  at  Breidabdistad  by  Jon  Matdiieson,  the 
first  printer  in  Iceland.  The  learned  author  of  the  Ecdes.  Hist 
ascribes  a  New  Testament  to  the  same  bishop ;  %  but  it  was  likely 
this  vidume  he  had  in  ^^ew.  It  has  nnce  been  reprinted  1581, 
1599>  and^l609  in  Svo;  and  in  l6l7,  1658,  1670,  1686,  1706, 
1725,  and  1750  in  12ma 

A  translation  of  the  Proverbs  of  Solomon  appeared  in  the  year 
1580  in  laige  12mo,  under  the  following  title: 

SchtnoMi  Ordtqridtr 
a  Ncmnu 

HvertemaUasi  Gud 

cggwrer  Bidmieathmm 

hefiir  kattH  tkochtan* 


*  Hiit  Eodes.  lalana.  torn.  iSL  p.  37& 

t  Harboe  ut  nqp.  Hut.  Eodcb  lalind.  took  iii.  p.  202^206.  and  Kio- 
baOuniske  Selakabs  Skrif  ter^  torn.  v.  p.  286. 
$  Ut  sup.  p.  981. 
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At  the  end  is  subjoined :  Tkryckt  a  Hotum  i  HuMladalafJone 
Jons  Syne,  anno  1 580.  The  translation  is  supposed  to  be  the 
same  that  was  begun  twenty  years  before  by  Gissur  Einanon^  the 
furst  Lutheran  bishop  of  SkalhoU,  who  also  translated  the  book  of 
Sirach^  printed.the  same  year  at  Holum.  It  is  done  from  Luther's 
versum,  with  th{  exception  of  a  few  passages^  in  which  the  render- 
ing of  the  Vulgate  has  been  preferred.  According  to  Bishop  Joa- 
son^  *  the  translator  was  one  of  the  most  learned  Icelanders  of  his 
day. 

It  was  not  till  the  year  1584  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  island 
were  put  in  possession  of  the  whole  of  the  revealed  will  of  God. 
For  this  invaluable  treasure  they  were  indebted  to  Gudbnind 
Thorlakson^  whom  God  raised  up^  and  endowed  with  a  more  than 
ordinary  degree  of  ingenuity^  Jieal^  and  perseverance ;  all  of  which 
qualities  were  indispensably  requisite  for  so  arduous  and  expensive 
an  enterprise.  He  had  no  sooner  been  installed  into  the  episoo]^ 
see  of  Holum,  than  he  set  himself  with  all  his  might  to  relieve 
the  spiritual  wants  of  those  committed  to  his  care.  Notwithstand* 
ing  the  strenuous  and  inde&tigable  exertions  of  his  predeoesson, 
he  found  that  much  ignorance  still  prevailed^  and  that  many  deep- 
ly rooted  prejudices  and  errors  still  continued  to  operate  in  the 
minds  of  the  people ;  and  he  was  convinced  that  the  most  effectual 
method  that  he  could  employ  for  eradicating  these  evils  would  be 
to  furnish  his  countrymen  with  the  Bible— that  book  which  "  en- 
lighteneth  the  eyes^"  and  proves  *'  a  lamp  unto  the  feet»  and  a 
light  unto  the  paths/'  of  all  who  consult  its  contents.  He  ac- 
cordingly  fiurmed  the  resolution  of  establishing  a  printingwoffice» 
through  the  medium  of  which^  he  might,  with  greater  fedlity^ 
carry  his  pious  design  into  effect ;  and  actually  purchased^  for  the 
sum  of  1100  rix-dollarsy  the  press  that  had  been  set  up  at  Bro- 
daboUlad,  under  the  direction  of  Jon  Matthieson,  a  Swede,  whom 
Jon  Areson,  the  last  Catholic  bisliop  of  Holum,  had  brought  over 
for  that  purpose.  Little  did  this  turbulent  and  ambitious  digni- 
tary anticipate,  that  the  very  press  which  he  bad  procured  from  a 
foreign  country,  with  the  view  of  facilitating  his  hierarchical  plans, 
was  one  day  to  be  employed  in  printing  a  book  which  completely 
disproved  the  legitimacy  of  his  cLiims  to  the  character  of  a  Chris- 
tian bishop,  and  condemned,  in  the  most  pointed  manner,  the 
doctrines  and  ceremonies  of  that  communion  of  which  he  was  so 
*  Hist  Ecdes.  Island  torn,  ill  p.  2G9. 
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jealous  an  advocate.  Had  he  entertained  the  most  distant  idea 
that  it  was  afterwards  to  ftimish  the  common  people  with  the 
word  of  God  in  their  own  language,  he  would  most  assuredly 
have  refunded  the  expenses  to  the  printer^  and  supposed  he  was 
doing  God  a  service  by  committing  it  to  the  flames.  How  wonder- 
ful are  the  ways  of  the  Most  Hi^ !  He  taketh  the  wise  in  their 
own  craftiness^  and  accomplisheth  his  own  all-wise  purposely 
through  the  instrumentality  of  men  who*have  diametrically  oppo- 
site ends  in  view. 

Jon  Jonson^  who  had  already  acquired  some  knowledge  of  the 
art  of  printing  from  his  father^  was  prevailed  on  by  Bishop  Gud- 
brand  to  undertake  a  voyage  to  Copenhagen,  in  order  to  gain  a 
more  perfect  acquaintance  with  thoibusiness.  In  the  meantime, 
the  bishop  himself  was  assiduous  in  the  preparation  of  a  good 
translation,  and  provided  types  and  other  articles  necessary  £m 
such  an  establishment :  so  that  in  the  space  of  three  years  after 
he  was  invested  with  the  episcopate,  he  had  every  tfauig  in  readi- 
ness for  beginning  to  print.  The  press  was  first  set  up  at  Nupu^ 
Jell,  in  the  valley  of  Eyqfiord,  which  &rm  his  Danish  Majesty 
was  pleased  to  grant  to  the  printer  and  his  successors  in  office  fixr 
a  perpetual  residence.  Finding,  however,  that  his  personal  pre- 
sence was  often  required,  the  Bishop  got  it  at  length  removed  to 
Hoium,  where  he  rendered  it  more  complete  by  the  addition  of 
various  implements,  which  he  had  partly  obtained  ftom  abroad, 
and  partly  constructed  by  his  own  ingenuity  and  labour ;  for,  be« 
ing  a  great  mechanic,  he  could  imitate  almost  any  thing  he  saw, 
or  which  he  heard  described  by  others.  This  aptitude  was  of 
great  service  to  him,  as  it  enabled  him,  in  no  small  degree,  to  ac- 
celerate and  beautify  his  typographical  productions. 

Notwithstanding  the  unremitting  zeal  and  noble  liberality  of 
Gudbrand,  it  was  with  grief  he  found  that  he  was  not  in  posses- 
■sion  of  means  adequate  to  deftay  the  expenses  connected  with  so 
stupendous  an  undertaking,  and  then^re  applied  to  his  Majes^, 
Frederic  II.  who  not  only  authorized  him  to  raise  a  rix-doUar 
from  every  church  in  Iceland,  but  also,  of  his  own  royal  bounty, 
contributed  to  the  execution  of  the  work.  The  exact  amount  of  > 
his  donation  is  not  known  with  certainty,  some  estimating  it  at 
500  rix-doUars,  some  at  300,  while  Helvaderus  states  it  to  have 
been  SOOO  rix-doUars.  *  The  Bishop  afterwards  obtained  a  second 
*  Dahbche  BiUiotbdc  ut  sup. 
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d&^  fixim  las  Majesty,  in  which  it  was  orderecl^  diat  etrecj  dituck 
on  the  island  should  purchase  a  copy  of  the  Bihle  when  puhlished. 
Both  grants  m  prefixed  to  the  work,  which  at  length  made  its 
Sppeannoe,  in  Alio,  under  the  fi)Uowing  title: 

BIBLIA 

ThadEr,Oa 

HeUdg  Riimng,  tUlogd 

a  Nommu 

Med  Formalum  Doct: 

Martini  LtUkeri, 

PremUd  a  HoUm  af 
Jome  Jon$  Syne 

\     M.  D.  LXZXII1I. 

In  English:  ^  ^bUa;  That  is,  The  whole  of  Sacred  Scnpture 
tnmslated  into  Norse,  with  the  IhrcfaceBof  Martin  Luther,  D.D. 
Printed  at  Holum,  hj  Jon  Jonson,  1584."  At  the  end  is  added: 
TkeUm  Bib^u  verk  var  endad  a  Hoittm  i  HudUadal,  cf  Jme  Jom 
Syne  thann  vi  Dag  Junu  Anno  DomhU  m.  d.  lxxxiui.  £ifiim^ 
AlmatHgnm,  OdandUgwn  Crude,  Fodur,  og  Syne,  og  haSogum  Anda, 
Sa  sem  er  etHM  Gud  i  ikrenningu,  og  thrennur  i  emingu,  them  hi- 
num  sanrna,  sie  Lrfog  Dyfd,  Heidur  og  ThackargjSord  urn  edidar 
edldm,  og  ad  eifyfa.  Amen,  i  e.  ''  This  Bible  was  finished  at  Ho- 
lum, in  Hialltadal,  hy  Jon  Jcmson,  on  th&6th  of  June  1584.  To 
the  One  Almighty  and  Immortal  God,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Crhost,  one  God  in  Trinity,  and  Trinity  in  Unity,  be  honour  and 
glory,  praise  and  thankagiving,  throughout  all  ages,  and  eternally^ 
Amen." 

The  typography  of  this  volume,  compared  with  that  of  the  first 
lodandic  New  Testament,  is  Tezy  pen^eptibly  improved,  and  ma^ 
even  be  called  elegant,  if  we  modify  the  expression  according  to 
the  progress  of  the  arts  at  that  period.  The  pages  are  numbered 
with  capitals,  afler  the  manner  of  the  German  Bible,  whidi,  ftom 
their  augmentation  towards  the  dose,  give  it  rather  an  awkward 
appearance.  The  chapters  are  divided  into  paragraj^  which  are 
distinguished  by  capital  letters  on  the  maigin,  fixr  the  sake  of  re- 
ference. A  number -of  cut^  £x  the  most  part  designed  and  en- 
graved by  Gudbrand  himself  are  inserted  in  the  comer  of  the 
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space  alloUed  &r  ihe  text,  and  the  inagnia  of  the  evaag^elists  wte 
prefixed  to  tlieir  wiiliagg.  The  qbIj  poiatt  made  use  of,  are  a 
stroke  drawn  downwards  from  right  to  left,  and  a  ftill  sti^;  and 
almost  all  the  contxactioiis  used  in  Odd«u<8  Testament  are  retain* 
ed.  As  the  title  intimates,  the  pre&ees  of  Luther  are  inserted  in 
their  proper  places^  and  his  marginal  notes  and  refisrenoes  ate  also 
adopted. 

The  version  itself  must  he  tonsidered  as  the  production  of  dif- 
ferent hands.  Not  only  the  New  Testament,  hut  also  some  hooks 
of  the  Old,  which  had  heen  translated  hy  Oddor  Gottshalkson^ 
were  adopted*  after  having  heen  revised  and  corrected  hy  the  Bishqp, 
as  also  aversion  of  tlw  Prophets,  and  the  two  hooks  of  Maccahees, 
hj  Gisle  Jonson,  whom  Bishop  Ogmund  surprised  in  the  act  of 
reading  part  of  the  New  Testament,  but  who  was  afterwards  ad- 
vanced to  the  episcopal  see  of  Skalhoh.  The  share  this  ][nrelate 
had  in  the  translation  of  the  Scriptures  is  considered  to  be  uncer- 
tain bj  the  author  of  the  Ecdes.  Hist  Aui,  says  he,  umversos 
Prophdas,  out  magnam  eorum  partem,  expondi;  *  and  again,  Pos^ 
tea  auiem  pUtosque,  si  non  onmes  labros  Propketicas  ex  Germamoa 
in  Islandicam  Unguam  iranstuUi,  cupu  venioms  tchedubs  and  re* 
Uqmas  qutetbm  a  potieru  efut  dhi,  aui  ad  pairvm  nostrorw/n  Uw^ 
pom,  servabanfytr.f  Being  in  possession  of  ihe  MS.  itsdf,  Ihave 
the  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say,  that  it  not  only  contains  all  the 
Prophets,  but  also  the  two  books  of  Maccabees.  It  is  written  on 
paper,  and  consists  of  455  pages,  in  ordinary  folio.  The  title-page, 
and  the  beginning  of  the  pre&ce  to  Isaiidi,  are  awanting.  This 
pre&ce,  as  well  as  those  to  Jeremiah  and  Exekiel,  are  ftom  Lu- 
ther, but  his  pre&ces  to  the  lesser  prophets  are  omitted.  Tha 
pages  are  divided  into  two  odumns,  except  in  two  or  three  places 
where  defective  pages  have  been  supplied ;  the  hand-writing  is 
l^ood;  and  ^e  ahbzeviatiaDS  axe  by  no  means  difficult.  At  the 
«nd  of  the  prophets  is  the  following  sobsciiptian :  Ender  a  Ma* 
iacMapropAeUti  Jinig*  Sk  gudi  Loff^adeU^jffiig  jwie^  8kr\ffaA 
thann  ^0  dag  Januaru  aufio  dommi  1575.  L  e.  '^  The  end  of  the 
Prophet  MalachL  f  inos.  God  be  piaised  £x  ever,  amen.  Written 
the  30th  Jan.  1575."  And  at  the  mid  rf  the  whole:  Shjfiidi 
SkaO«MAtmolS14u  Byriad  tkmmmdag  SepiembrU:  endur 
ikmm  10  dag  MaM  1575.  ic  "  Written  at  ^acalhK^t,  Anno 
1574.  Begun  Sept.  23d.  Ended  March  10,  1575."  The  ati« 
•  Tom.  m.  p.  879.  t  Ibid.  p.  320. 
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ihor  is  declared^  by  Bkh/oip  Jaamm,  to  hsTebeen  a  piow,  diHgent, 
and  Biodeat  man,  who  stretched  every  nerve  in  rooting  out  the 
•aperstitkms  of  Popery,  and  establishing  the  true  religiim  in  fhar 
place.  He  was  well  acquainted  with  Uie  Latin,  but  prindpaUy 
ftudied  the  Damsh  and  German  languages ;  and  was  assiduous  in 
reading  the  best  authors  who  had  written  in  them,  and  especially 
the  Holy  Scriptures.  * 

Yet,  although  it  is  manifest  that  Godteand  has  availed  himself 
of  this  translation,  it  is  equally  evident  that  he  has  taken  great 
pains  in  correcting  and  altering  it,  previous  to  his  adopting  it  into 
the  Bible.     Of  this  the  fi^owing  specimen,  inm  the  omclusifm 
of  the  fifty-third  chapter  of  Isaiah,  may  serve  as  a  proof: 

OUDBEAND.  GISLE. 

Fyrti  hatm  hefkr  nu  tiit  Ljff  til  -   Fyrit  hamn  firfnr  nu  Hit  Ljfm 

SgMdqfttrtutgieJU^ihammihtirmSeetle  Sjfnd  qfkrs  migi^:  tha  mwt  hmm 

hq/a  og  aU  Mnge  Ltfiu  og  Drotthu  Meedi  ftafa  Off  all  kingi  R/tui^  og  DroU 

mform  munfyrir  hans  ircnd  framgan'  tins  tuUtndan  nam  fyrir  ham  hatmd 

gcL     Tliar  fyrir  at  hantS6Jahefir  Et'  vtgreiji  vertUh    Thar  fyrir  at  hans 

JIde  drygt  mun  han  fogmid  sia^  og  $&la  hffkr  erfltide  drygtt^  mttn  hanm 

magd  haflu     Og  fyrir  »ifaa  Vidrkm-  figmd  tia  oe  gmigd  h^     Oc  fyrir 

9kug^  mmt  hatm  mkm  tMon  m  himn  tyna  tkUMng$  vitsku  imm  kaim  mimn 

RietUAtry  marga  rietlAta  gUira^  thviat  thkm^  $a  Man  riettlaie  marga  riHllaia 

hann  her  theirra  Synder,     Thar  fyrir  giora^  thviat  ham  her  t/idmi  Syndcr 

man  eg  honum  mikin  fiolda  manna  til  Vtar  fyrir  mun  ec  honam  mikin  Jlo€^ 

^y^  g<f^t  og  honom  tkuln  hiner  Oflu^  manna  til  bytis  gefisy  oe  honum  Mkulu 

gu  ad  Herfbngc  tkfytatty  thor  fifrir  hiner  at^iugn  at  hafangi  skipttaatjihmr 

athannh^tUlilfi  Daudamnutg^y  fyrir  at  han  hefh- *iU  fg/ p damdannid 

Offer  a  medal  SjriUvirkianna  reiknadr  gtfuitog  er  amedalepHMrkiannareik'' 

og  hann  hefur  margra  Synder  bority  nadur,  ochefer  margra  synder  boredy  Off 

og  hrfrfyrer  yfertrodlu  m^unam  be-  hefer  fyrir  yfucr  trodslu  monnunum  ie- 

dU.  diU 

When  we  reflect  that  the  revision  of  the  translations,  the  cor- 
rection of  the  press,  and  the  direction  of  the  whole  woii:  devdved 
on  Gudbrand  abne,  we  cannot  but  be  surprised  at  the  vigour  and 
diligence  with  #hich  he  prosecuted  it,  and  especially  at  the  close 
attention  he  has  paid  to  the  correctness  of  the  version.  The  style 
and  diction,  says  Bi^op  Jooson,  are  in  no  jdaoe  dissimilar,  but  are. 
the  same  throughout  the  whole  Bible ;  and  as  these  were  pecu- 
liar to  this  worthy  prelate,  it  is  dear  that  the  whole  has  either 

*  Tom*  iu.  p.  310* 
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been  corrected  or  translated  hy  his  own  band.  The  translation  is 
not  only  accurately  done  from  the  version  of  Luther,  but  appears^ 
with  the  exception  of  a  &w  passages,  to  be  expressed  in  such  a 
manner,  that  Luther  himself  could  not  have  expressed  it  better. 
Besides,  the  diction  is  extremely  similar,  \mag  pure,  simple,  he- 
roic, and  even  elegant,  yet  free  from  ornament ;  and  the  words 
are  admirably  adapted  to  the  things  they  are  designed  to  express.* 
Nor  is  the  Bishop  single  in  his  opinion  on  this  subject.  The  ver- 
sion of  Gudbrand  is  still  regarded  by  the  learned  in  Iceland  as  a 
kind  of  standard,  according  to  which  every  good  translation  ought 
to  be  modelled ;  and  were  it  not  for  the  obsolete  phraseology  in« 
separable  frtmi  the  period  at  which  it  was  made,  it  might  be  re- 
garded as  absolutely  inimitable.  ^ 

Lest  some  might  be  disposed  to  call  in  question  the  validity  of 
this  opinion,  it  need  only  be  observed,  that  being,  £at  the  most 
part,  a  frithfril  mirror  of  Luther's  version,  Gudbrand's  translation 
must  necessarily  be  entitled  to  a  proportionate  skiare  of  the  eulo- 
gium  that  has  been  passed  on  its  original,  by  men  eminent  for 
their  erudition  and  skill  in  Biblical  criticism.  Michaelis,  afrer 
having  declared  that  the  Peshito  was  the  very  best  translation  of 
the  Greek  Testament  he  had  ever  read,  adds ;  "  that  of  Luther, 
though  in&iior  to  his  translation  of  the  Old  Testament,  holding 
the  second  rank."  t  And  a  still  more  judicious  critic,  Griesbach, 
treating  of  the  different  kinds  of  German  translations  of  the  Bi- 
ble, writes :  *'  Luther  still  holds  his  exalted  rank ;  and  if  we  de- 
duct the  frlse  inteipretations  which  pretty  friequently  occur,  but 
which  were  unavoidable  two  hundred  and  fifry  years  ago,  I  know 
of  no  translator  of  the  Bible,  who,  on  the  whole,  and  in  this  spe- 
cies of  translation,  has  excelled  him  in  the  true  art  of  transla- 
don."  t 

In  a  short  address  to  the  reader,  at  the  end  of  the  Bible,  Gud« 
brand  requests  aU  into  whose  hands  it  may  come,  to  ascribe  what 
&ults  they  might  find  in  the  execution  of  the  work,  whether  in 
respect  to  the  translation  or  the  printing,  to  human  ignorance  and 
frailty ;  and  assures  them  at  the  same  time,  that  it  had  been  his 
grand  conoem  to  render  it  as  perfect  as  posable.    After  which 

•  Tom.  in.  p.  376. 

t  Marah*8  Michadts,  2d  Edit  voL  ii  p.  40.  ' 

:(  Eichhoni*!  Rcpertorium,  tu  TbeiL  p.  S67. 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


480  afvekdhk  I. 

fiiUowi  a  number  of  onita  whidi  had  madfertendy  ooeptinto  tlie 

Tlie  imprenioa  eonsMted  of  1000  eopief,  of  wliidi  one  tenOved 
were  sent  to  Hambargh  tobe  boand^  andabodibuiderwaslnDtiglift 
from  that  city  in  order  to  bind  tbe  remainder. 

When  ready,  copief  were  floU  to  poorer  ehiirdiefl  and  imiiTi- 
doalfly  for  about  eight  or  Mtne  rix^doUars ;  *  and  to  thoie  in  bet- 
ter csrcumstanoes  finr  tm  and  tmehe;  fiom  which  it  is  erident, 
taking  the  condition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Iceland^  evoi  in  those 
dajTs,  into  consideration,  that  the  number  of  diosemnst  have  been 
small  indeed  who  were  able  to  pnicuze  tihe  precious  vofame. 
Even  in  milder  cHmes,  how  many  thousands  would  be  fiverer  d»> 
barred  fixmi  the  privilege  of  having  the  Sacred  Oracles  in  diesr 
possesBion,  if  they  did  not  obtain  them  fiir  an  e%hth  part  of  the 
prioe  ?  That  the  real  object  of  the  Bidiq>  in  the  executiaQ  of 
this  woil:,  was  to  promote  die  glory  of  God,  and  the  present  and 
^everlasting  benefit  of  his  oonntrsrmen,  and  not  any  private  emolo- 
meaty  I  was  furnished  with  a  convincing  proof  when  at  Hdum; 
liaving  there  obtained  a  sight  of  his  diary,  in  which  he  has  regu- 
larly entered  every  thing  relative  to  the  printing-office.  Frm 
this  Kf  S.  it  appears,  that  he  gave  away  a  considerable  number  of 
cities  gratis ;  to  some  parishes  ten,  to  others  tfeenl^y  accompeny- 
ii^  than  with  the  pious  wish,  diat  diey  might  advanoe  die  best 
intei^ests  of  the  reeeivers. 

Bishop  Jonson  enumerates  five  particulars  which  render  this 
edition  worthy  of  notice:  it  is  the  first  edition  of  the  entire  Scrip- 
tures in  the  lodandic  language ;  it  was  executed  by  a  aingle  in- 
dividual in  a  short  Space  of  time ;  it  is  the  most  handsome  of  all 
that  have  been  puUished  by  pnki^  individuals;  it  has  always 
been  the  most  esteemed  on  account  of  the  purity  of  its  diction, 
and,  even  at  this  day,  it  is  preferred  beftre  more  modem  transla- 
tions: and,  lastly,  if  it  did  not  form  a  new  epoch  in  the  ecdesas* 
tiad  history  of  Iceland,  it  certainly  kindled  a  bngfato:  lig^t  in 
the  lodandic  cburdi  than  she  had  eii|oyed  at  any  finrmer  pe- 
riod. + 

Finding  that,  after  all  his  exertions,  die  poorer  ciasMS  had  still 
litde  access  to  the  sacred  fimntain  of  wisdom.  Bishop  Gudbrand  re- 
solved to  reprint  that  part  of  the  Scriptures  wjiifih  waamost  sniN 

*  About  £i  ttttriing. 

t  Hist  EeelM.  I^bnd.  torn.  iii.  p.  977. 
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fd  to  Aeir  nticmitif§^  mi  fiom  tbeyerosal  of  whicb^  it  was  liko- 
Ij  thsf  ivould,  hj  iim  Di?ipt  blessiiig;  reap  the  most  advantage. 
He  aooordinglj  pobUsJbu^d  v^  edition  of  the  New  Testament  sepa- 
Tatel/  m  smaU  octavfv  the  title  of  which  is : 

Thad 

mnUum,  a  Idcndshu* 

XfBT  ded  qg  laid,  ^pkr  them  fieUustu 

Uilgggmgum  son  til  hqfafangUi* 

Matth.  17. 

Tk^Mte  tr  ptmn  EUkukgyr 

Samr,  a  kwnvmjeg  hef 

nUa  Thocknan,  Honrnn 

shdu  tMer  kkfda. 

PraUad  a  ffobfrnj  BiaOiadal, 

ANNO 

Le.^  The  Neir  Tcatmen^  in  Icelandic^  reyised  and  corrected^ 
^coaipjmg  to  t)i^  best  tnnslatiinis  that  oould  beobtained.  Matth. 
xvii.  Thi#  is  mj  b^oved  Son  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased,  him 
ahaU  ye  obej.  Printed  at  Holum  in  HialltadaU  1609."  Both 
the  general  and  particular  pre&ces  of  Luther  are  inserted^  as  also 
parallels  and  marginal  notes,  only  these  last  are  not  so  numerous 
as  in  the  fimner  edition.  As  the  title  intimates,  the  test  is  pub- 
lished from  the  most  correct  editions  of  the  New  Testament  in 
other  languages  that  had  come  to  the  hands  of  the  Bishop  8ubse« 
quendy  to  the  publication  of  the  Bible;  far  which  reason,  it  is 
natural  to  suppose,  tb«t »  oumbisr  of  4e&ctf  are  s\ippUed,  and  se- 
veral passages  altered,  in  eonfixmity  to  thegnytter  d^gr^eof  light 
that  had,  in  the  mean  time,  been  thrown  on  the  Scriptures. 

But  Gudbrand  not  only  exerted  himsdf  to  the  utmost,  in  pro* 
Tiding  his  countrymen  with  the  Sacred  Scriptures^  and  other  use- 
ful books,  during  his  lif^t^ny* :  *  he  was  also  solicitous  that,  after 
his  decease,  they  mi^  enjoy  the  continuance  of  theae  blessings; 
and  in  his  testament,  dated  Sept.  12,  I6II,  in  de&ult  of  his  son's 

«  Vide  Hilt  Eodes.  Iilaad.  torn.  iu.  p.  378—381,  where  Bishop  Jonioa 
fbzntshcs  at  with  a  list  of  dghty-fioe  worics,  mosdy  theological,  whid)  imietL 
ftoBn  6ttdbfaDd*tpK«,  between  the  yens  U75  mk  1624. 

Si 
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being  qualified  or  disposed  for  carrying  on  the  printii^  lie  be« 
queathed  the  establishment,  with  all  its  appurtenances,  to  the  ca« 
thedral  of  Holum,  that  those  who  should  succeed  him  in  that  see, 
might  prosecute  the  noble  work  which  he  had  begun.  *    ^or  ww 
his  attention  turned  to  the  cultivation  of  the  Tineyaid  of  otherB,  to 
the  neglect  of  his  own.     That  precious  yolume,  which  he  was  so 
anxious  to  put  into  their  hands,  and  with  which  he  wished  them 
to  be  intimately  acquainted,  was  the  source  whence  he  drew  his 
own  hopes  and  consolations.     Numerous  were  the  broils  and  tiou- 
bles  in  which  he  was  involved,  but  he  experienced  the  wotd  of 
God  to  be  an  effectual  support  in  the  trying  hour  of  affliction ; 
and  having  made  full  trial  of  its  powers  amidst  the  vidssitudes  of 
life,  he  also  placed  an  unshaken  confidence  in  the  Divine  Testi- 
mony, on  the  arrival  of  that  solemn  period  when  he  was  called  to 
enter  the  dark  valley  of  the  idiadow  of  death.   During  his  latt  iO- 
ness,  the  Bible  lay  constantly  on  the  bed  beside  him ;  and  though 
unable  to  read  or  handle  the  unwieldy  folio,  (being  afiected  in  his 
speech  and  right  side  by  the  palsy,)  he  pointed' to  such  passives  as 
he  wished  to  have  read  to  him  for  his  edification  and  oomfint.  t 
This  most, respectable  prelate  died  on  the  Mth  of  June  1627^  in 
the  eighty-fiflh  year  of  his  age,  sAex  having  filled  his  officiai  ca» 
pacity  for  the  space  of  fifly-six  jrears.     The  following  efiusions  of 
Amgrim  Jonas,  his  friend  and  fellow-labourer,  wiLi  notbe  unwel* 
come  to  the  learned  reader:— 

flometat  magno  Germama  vasta  Luthero^ 
I  Giidbrando  tadkt  Patria  nostra  suo. 

Biblia  debentur  Gennanica  scilicet  isti, 

Quod  solum  e  mulds  jam  tetegisse  sat  est 
Biblia  debentur  sancto  yernacla  laboii    ' 

Hujus:  et  fafnc  poedt  juiU  trophoa  iSii, 
Miles  eras  Domini,  multus  venatis  in  armis 

Gudbiande,  et  ndo  nominis  inde  tui 
Hone  vetenmi  si  more  dncum  tumulemus  AchiUem, 

Ut  simul  arma  viii  fxilgida  tumbo  tegat. 
Biblia  Sacrophago  Temada  reponere  fas  est, 

Athletha»  ills  Dei  flerridus  ensb  eranL 
Sin  status  vivo  vduti  de  mannore  suiga&t, 

Res  eodem  reddit,  Biblia  inannor  enmt. 
Pauca  habeat  tumulus ;  Nam  cetera  fama  loq[uendo 

Cum  Sole  squatis  passibus  ire  valet  $ 

*  Vide  Hist  Ecdes.  Isla&d.  torn,  iii  p.  881.  f  Ibid.  p.  42& 

:3:Dan.BibUothek.yiiLp.OOy61. 
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On  the  demise  of  Oudbrand^  tbe  episcopate  of  Holum  derdved 
on  bis  grandson^  Thorlak  Skuleson^  who^  afWr  having  spent  three 
yean  at  the  university  of  Cc^»enhagen,  had  Sustained  the  offices 
of  Conrector  and  Rector  of  the  diocesan  schooL  As  there  still 
existed  a  great  scarcity  of  Bibles  on  the  island^  he  formed  the  re- 
solution of  treading  in  the  footsteps  of  bis  ancestor  and  predeces* 
sor,  and  claimed  a  right  to  the  use  of  the  jninting  establishment^ 
in  virtue  of  Gudbrand's  legacy^  which  he  ultimately  obtained  by 
the  decision  of  law^  after  some  altercation  with  the  heirs  and  near 
relations  of  the  deceased  prelate.  He  then  made  application  to 
Christian  IV.  for  liberty  to  print  a  new  edition  of  the  Holy  Scrip« 
tures,  which  that  monarch  not  only  granted,  but  renewed  the 
edict  which  his  royal  &ther  had  passed  in  favour  of  Gudbrand's 
plan,  and  generously  accompanied  these  regulations  with  a  dona« 
lion  of  200  rix-dollars  from  his  own  privy  purse.  The  Bishop 
was  at  the  same  time  ordered  to  new-model  the  existing  version^ 
according  to  the  Danish  translation  done  by  Bishop  Resenius ;  in 
accomplishing  which  he  was  assisted  by  Svein  Jonson,  who  had 
also  studied  at  Copenhagen,  and  at  that  time  officiated  as  Rector  of 
the  cathedral  of  Holum.  On  comparing  the  dates,  it  appears  that 
no  less  than  nine  years  elapsed  from  the  time  the  royal  privilege! 
were  granted,  ere  the  work  left  the  press,  which  protraction  was 
diiefly  occasioned  l^  a  want  of  paper.  ^     Its  title  is  :-— 

BIBLIA 

Thader 

oil  HeUog 

RUmng,  ttilogd 

a  Norromu, 

Med  Formahtm  D, 

Marih.  Lutk. 

Prenlud  ad  mfu  a  Hoobmh 

M.  DC.  XLIIIX. 

i  e.  "  BthSa,  &c.  Reprinted  at  Hdum,  1644.''  The  impression 
oonnsted  of  1000  copies.  The  si«e  is  folio,  though  not  quite  so 
large  as  that  of  the  preceding  edition ;  but  both  the  paper  and 
type  are  preferable.  What  renders  this  edition  remarkable,  is  its 
bdng  the  6rst  into  whidi  the  division  of  the  text  into  v&nek  is  in^ 

*  D&i.  BtUioOiac.  pb  102.  et  Hitt.  Ecdes.  Isbukl  ut  rap. 
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tzoduee^  Their  munber  is  placed  sometimes  at  tbe  Ix^immigv 
and  sometimes  in  the  middle  of  the  line ;  and  at  the  beginning  of 
a  principal  paragraph^  it  stands  at  the  end  of  the  preceding,  in  or- 
der to  make  way  for  the  large  initiaL  It  has  a  number  of  euts^ 
inferted  for  the  purpose  of  illustrating  the  Scripture  historj,  which, 
though  still  sufficiently  coarse,  are  vastly  superior  to  what  were 
exhibited  in  the  farmer  editions.  On  the  maigin  are  the  ^^osses 
of  Luther,  with  a  considerable  augmentation  of  parallel  reler- 
tnces. 

As  it  is  fiom  this  edition  that  the  two  most  recent  impresoona 
have  been  taken,  its  text  may  be  considered  as  exhibiting  the 
version  in  established  use  in  Iceland.  According  to  the  royal  or* 
der>  Bishi^  Thorlak  was  enjoined  to  render  the  versum  agreeable 
to  that  published  in  Danish  l607»  by  the  learned  Professor  Re- 
9enius>  afbrwards  Biihop  of  Zealand.  On  its  first  appearance, 
this  translation  met  with  great  acceptance  in  Denmark;  a  circum* 
Stance  which,  it  is  likely,  was  owing  ta  the  high  repute  in  whidi 
itesenius  stood  £or  learning,  and  the  consideration  that  it  was 
made  immediately  from  the  Hebrew  and  Greek  originals,  with 
all  the  aid  that  was  to  be  obtained  fixnn  the  advaroed  state  of 
science,  and  the  diierent  translations  which  had  been  made  by  that 
time  into  the  European  languages.  It  was  soon  found,  however, 
to  be  greatly  defective  in  point  of  per^iouity,  die  translator  ha» 
ving  transplanted  the  peculiar  idioms  of  the  Hebrew  tongue  inta 
his  own,  and  paid  more  attention  to  the  genius  of  the  former  than 
that  of  the  latter.  "  Qutp,"  says  Kortholt,  *  "  ut  proxime  ad  fbn- 
tes  accedunt,  ita  cultum  et  nitorem  dictionis  parum  curant,  atque 
Hebraismorum  retinendorum  studio  valde  reddita  sunt  ohscunu 
Sic  ut  Sermo  quo  utuntur,  maxime  in  Iflxris  dogmatids,  Danicis 
auribus  fere  peregrinus  sit."  Now,  although  the  version  of  Oud* 
brand  was  capable  of  considerable  improvement,  it  would  certain- 
ly  have  lost  more  than  it  would  have  gained  by  its  being  render- 
ed entirely  conformable  to  this  new  Danish  translation*  Thia 
Bishop  Thoriak  must  have  been  sensible  of;  for  he  has  actually 
dared  to  act  contrary  to  the  royal  injunctian;  and  it  is  only  in  » 
few  isolated  passages  that  the  peculiar  renderings  of  Jtesenius  have 
been  adopted.  Thus,,  mui,  which  Gudbrand  had  received  into 
the  text,  Matth.  v.  22.  is  again  omitted ;  FrdsttfWh  ^  &viour," 
Cen.  slix.  10.  is  changed  for  the  original  word  SbUoh;  and  S^ 

*  Dd  y  ami  Sa^  Edit  ci^  28.  6. 
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wtren,  *'  the  Son,**  1  John  v.  T.  fer  Otdai,  *'the  worcL-  On  the 
other  hand,  Resenius  reads  t^wimti,  John  v.  $9.  indicativelj, 
whereas  the  imperatiye  is  still  retained  in  tile  Icelandic  Rese- 
nius  adopts  the  reading  ^.v^m,  Rool  xiL  11.;  the  Icelandic  is 
still  conformable  to  xut^tt.  Resenius  supplies  x^^h,  James  iL  18. 
which  is  omitted  in  the  Icelandic  These,  and  numerous  other 
passages  which  might  be  adduced,  diew,  th^t  the  fiiiliop  eitlier 
eonsulted  the  version  of  Resenius  on  certain  pastages  onljr,  or  that» 
on  comparing  the  two  versions  with  each  eth^,  he  did  not'fini 
sufficient  ground  finr  the  majority  of  the  alterations. 

>  I  must  not,  however,  conceal  my  suspicsoiis,  that  the  version 
according  to  wluch  Bishop  Thorlak  was  ordered  to  new-modd  the 
Icelandic,  was  no  other  than  that  contained  in  the  s^dendid  foli# 
edition  of  the  Danish  Kble,  commonlj  known  by  the  name  <£ 
''  Christian  IV.  Bible,"  and  publi&ed  at  Cbpenhagen  I6SS.  The 
difference  between  the  text  of  this  edition,  and  thM  pubGshed  at 
the  same  place  in  15899  is  very  inconsiderable.  It  is  rendei^  as 
conformable  as  possible  to  the  version  of  Luther,  with  the  esscep- 
lion  of  those  passages  in  which  that  version  had  been  ti&en  from 
ftulty  readings  in  the  original  texts.  Now,  as  &r  as  I  can  find, 
this  is  the  very  characteristic  of  the  second  edition  (^  the  Icdandii 
ic  Bible.  The  author  of  the  Ecda,  Hut,  says  indeed  exptressly, 
and  quotes  Bishop  Harboe  as  his  autiiority,  '^  jubemte  Christiano 
•quarto  accommodatam  ad  versionem  Danicam  a  Joh.  Resenio  CQn<- 
fectam;"*  but  it  was  easy  fi>r  him  to  confimnd  the  private  vendon 
of  that  learned  divine  with  the  common  translation  puWahed  un^ 
der  the  care  of  the  consistory  of  the  university  at  the  period  when 
he  filled  the  episcopal  see  of  Zealand.  The  same  mistake  has  been 
committed  by  Hielmstieme,  who,  in  his  catalogue,  t  calls  C3iris« 
dan  IV.  BiUe  the  edition  of  Resenius. 

Three  years  afterwards^  Bishop  Thorlak  published: 

DAFIDIS  PSALTARE 

Med 

Formtda  D.  Marl,  Lutheri,  og 

Thdrre  StuUre  Summu  edur 

IrmekaUde  sem  kann  kefur  ghrt 

Xfer  skrhwm  Psalnu 

*  Tom.  ill  p.  720.  f  Bogsamling,  vol.  i.  p.  2. 
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Prentadur  a  Hoolum  t  HMliadal 

epter  Ban  og  Forlage  ihess  Froma  Velvysa 

Eruverduga  Heidurs  Manns 

Thorleifs  Magnussonar  ad  Hlydarenda^ 

Anno  l64*7* 

i  e.  «  The  Psalms  of  David,  with  the  Pre&ce  of  Dr  Luther^  and 
a  brief  summary  of  their  contents  draH'n  up  by  him,  and  prefixed 
to  each  Psalm.  Printed  at  Holum,  in  HialUadal,  at  the  request 
and  expense  of  the  pious,  learned,  and  venerable  Thorleif  Mag- 
nusson  of  Hlidarenda,  A.  D.  1647,"  8vo.  The  version  is  the 
game  with  that  of  Gudbrand,  only  the  marginal  notes  and  refe- 
rences are  omitted.  It  was  reprinted  1675.  The  Ldber  Psalmo- 
rum,  stated  by  Le  Long  to  have  been '  printed  in  the  year  l6l9> 
must  either  have  been  Amgrkn  Jonas'  commentary  on  the  9^st 
Psalm,  published  at  Holum  l6l8,  or  a  Hynm-book  (Psalpaabok) 
printed  at  the  same  place  l6l8,  161 9>  but  of  which  the  first  edi- 
tion had  been  printed  1589. 

By  a  misrepresentation  of  the  circumstances  connected  with  tke 
printing-press,  Theodore  Thorlakson,  Bishop  of  SkalholU,  obtained 
an  order  from  his  Danish  Majesty,  in  the  year  1685,  in  virtue  of 
which  he  removed  it  to  his  own  see,  where  he  erected  it  at  coi^ 
dderable  pains  and  expense,  and  bid  fidr  fiir  acquiring  the  same 
celebrity  by  his  typographical  productions  that  his  &ther  and 
great-grand&th^  had  done  before  him.  To  this  he  certainly 
would  have  been  entitled,  if,  like  them,  he  had  availed  himself  of 
the  improved  state  of  the  press,  and  instantly  taken  measures  for 
rqninting  the  Holy  Scriptures,  seeing  neither  of  the  former  edi^ 
tions  bore  any  proportion  to  the  population  of  Iceland ;  and  the 
lapse-  of  twenty  years  must  have  considerably  exhausted  that 
printed  in  1 644.  Yet,  in  a  list  of  forty-six  different  works  which 
issued  firom  the  press,  while  in  his  hands,  many  of  which  un- 
doubtedly possess  considerable  importance  in  regard  to  the  literary 
history  of  Iceland,*  we  only  meet  with  one  that  claims  the  atten<» 
tion  of  the  lover  of  biblical  literature,  vis. 

Harmonia  EvangeUca, 

or  ''  The  Hamumy  of  the  Gospel-accounts  of  the  incarnation, 

*  Such  as  Lando^mabok,  Kristnisaga,  Saga  Olafs  Kongs  Tryggvasonar, 
SchedflB  Aia  Prests,  &c 
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birth,  life,  doctrine^  sermons,  miracles,  sufiTerings,  death,  resurrec- 
tion, and  ascension  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  according  as  they 
ore  separately  described  by  the  holy  evangelists,  Matthew,  Mark, 
Luke,  and  John ;  SkalhoUt,  l687,"  Svo.  This  Harmopy  is  merely 
a  translation  of  that  published  by  Chemnitius,  Lyserus,  and  Ger- 
hardus.  The  following  brief  extract  from  the  prefiice  will  give 
the  reader  some  idea  of  the  work : 

"  With  respect  to  the  translation  of  the  Gospel  history,  the 
good  men  who  originally  composed  this  book  did  not  make  any 
new  version,  but  followed  the  Latin  translation  of  Erasmus,  as 
Chemnitius  himself  acknowledges  in  the  pre&ce.  But  I  have 
adopted  that  of  the  last  edition  of  the  Icelandic  Bible,  published 
by  my  father  Thorlak  Skuleson,  both  because  it  is  in  general  use 
in  this  country,  and  because  it  perfectly  harmonizes  with  the  ver- 
sion of  Luther.  To  this  we  closely  adhered,  and  have  been  care- 
ful rather  to  use  the  'very  words  qfthe  Bible,  and  suffer  no  part  of 
it  to  be  lost,  than  set  forth  any  part  of  the  history  in  a  more  po- 
lished style.  And  as  nothing  is  omitted  which  the  Evangelists 
have  written,  neither  is  there  any  addition  to  the  history,  a  few 
passages  excepted,  where  certain  words  are  placed  within  paren« 
theses,  fixr  helping  the  reader  to  a  better  understanding  of  the 
text." 

To  the  Harmony  is  added  a  triple  appendix:  1st,  An  account 
of  the  success  of  the  Gospel  immediately  after  the  ascension  of 
Christ,  which  is  taken  &om  Acts  i.  and  iL  2d,  A  narrative  of 
the  lives  and  death  of  the  Evangelists  and  Apostles,  from  And. 
Hundorfii  Theatro  Histonca  3d,  The  history  of  the  destruction 
of  Jerusalem,  by  Oddur  Gottshalkson,  which  concludes  with  the 
letter  of  Abgarus  to  our  Saviour,  and  the  threefold  sentence  sup- 
posed to  have  been  pronounced  against  him  previous  to  his  cruci- 
fixion. 

The  third  edition  of  the  Icelandic  Bible  was  printed  under  the 
inspection  of  Stein  Jonson,  Bishop  of  Holunu  The  press,  the  re- 
moval of  which  to  SkaUiplU  has  already  been  noticed,  was  pur- 
chased in  the  year  1704  by  Biom,  at  that  time  bishop  of  the 
northern  diocese,  who  brought  it  back  to  its  original  station,  and 
kept  it  going  till  his  death  in  1713.  When  Stein  took  possession 
of  the  episcopal  residence,  he  found  that  the  printin^press  was 
estimated  at  500  rix-dollars,  the  price  for  which  it  had  originally 
been  sold  to  the  Bishop  of  SkalhoUl,  and  as  matters  then  stoo^^  it 
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was  not  in  his  power  to  remedy  the  business :  but  luippening  tot 
years  afterwards  to  &11  in  with  the  original  will  of  Gudbitaiid,  he 
applied  to  the  Royal  Chancery  of  Copenhagen  finr  permisnon  to 
appropriate  the  establishment  td  the  purposes  expressly  specified 
by  the  testator ;  the  consequence  of  which  was^  that  an  edict  was 
issued,  ordering  those  who  laid  daim  to  the  press,  as  theirs  by 
right  of  inheritance,  to  appear  before  commissioners  who  were  9p* 
pointed  to  settle  the  difference.  The  accommodation  accordingly 
took  place  at  the  General  Assembly  17S4,  and  the  press  was  re- 
stored to  the  cathedral  of  HoUtm, 

Having,  in  the  mean  time,  petitioned  his  Majesty  Fred.  IV.  &tt 
permission  to  print  a  new  edition  of  the  Bible,  Stein  obtained  a 
renewal  of  the  grants  made  to  his  predecessors;  but  instead  of 
printing  the  text  of  the  former  edition  as  it  stood,  he  was  eiyoineft 
to  make  a  new  translation  £mn  the  Danish  Bible,  printed  at  the 
Orphan-house  of  Copenhagen.  The  title  of  this  edition  is  as  fiiU 
lows: 

BIBLIA 

Thad  er  '60 

HeUog  Rxtning 

Fyrir  Hanns  KongL  Majeri* 

Vors  AUdranddvgasta  Arfa 

Herra  Konungs 

FRIDERICU8  FIORDA 

Chfiitelega  Unmuorgun 

Med  Koiiguefne  og  epUr  Hofiid  Textamnn 

tneir  ewnjyrrum  alhugud  so  og  tned 

adskiUanlegum  ParaUelar  aukerm. 

Tkricki  d  Hobitn  %  HialUadal, 

anno  1728. 

i.  ^  «<  BibUa,  That  is,  the  whole  of  Sacred  Scripture,  translated 
with  diligence,  and  more  accordant  with  tiie  original  texts  than 
heretofore ;  by  order  of  his  Royal  Majesty,  our  most  gracious  and 
rightful  Sovereign,  Frederic  IV.  and  augmented  with  several  pa« 
rallel  references.  Printed  at  Holum  in  HiaiUadai,  A.  D.  1728." 
The  size  of  this  edition  is  folio,  but  smaller  tium  either  of  the  two 
former  ones,  and  oonsequentiy  more  convenient ;  but  the  expecta« 
tions  that  were  raised  respecting  it  were  greatiy  disappointed,  both 
by  th^  badness  of  the  paper  and  printing,  and  the  very  indiffeicnt 
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state  of  the  text.  In  rendering  t&e  text  more  canfbrmafale  to  the 
originals,  the  Bishop  has  followed  the  Danish  veraon  with  so 
much  servilit^r^  that  innnmerable  Danidsms  have  found  their  way 
into  his  translation,  in  consequence  of  which  manj  passages  are 
involved  in  impenetrable  obscurity  to  the  mere  Icelandic  reader. 
These  circumstances,  combined  with  the  high  price  at  which  it 
was  sold,  (seven  specie  dollan,)  excited  a  general  prejudice  against 
it,  and  greatly  obstructed  its  circulation,  and  it  is  still  reckoned 
the  worst  edition  of  the  Icelandic  Bible. 

In  the  year  1741,  the  learned  and  pious  Bishop  Harboe  was 
sent  over  to  Iceland  in  the  capacity  of  Visitor-General  of  the  Ice- 
landic churches,  in  which  capacity  he  travelled  over  the  greatest 
part  of  the  island,  made  strict  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  churches, 
the  character  and  abilities  of  the  clergy,  the  instruction  of  youths 
&c  The  representations  he  gave  in  to  his  constituents  were  at- 
tended with  most  beneficial  consequences,  especially  in  respect  to 
the  schools,  the  state  of  which  was  greatly  ameliorated.  In  the 
course  of  his  visitations,  this  worthy  prelate  found  that  there  ex- 
isted on  the  island  a  lamentable  deficiency  of  the  Scriptures;  and, 
on  his  return  to  Copenhagen  in  the  year  1745,  his  benevolent 
disposition  prompted  him  to  take  the  necessary  measures  for  pro* 
viding  it  with  an  adequate  supply.  On  the  3d  of  June  the  fol- 
lowing year,  a  royal  edict  was  issued,  authorizing  the  raising  of 
the  customary  tax  of  one  rix-dbllar  fiiom  every  church  on  the 
island;  and  in  1747^  the  fourth  edition  of  the  Icelandic  Bible  left 
the  press,  under  the  title, 

BIBLIA 

Thader 

MHmgBMng 

Uddgd  d  Narramu  ; 

Spier  Thdrre  Armare  Editwn  BibBunnar  temjimst 

Preniud  a  Hoobtm  i  Islandt 

anmUDcxuv. 

med  Farmdbim  og  Utskiringum 

DocL  Martini  Lidheri, 

Ebmgmed 

StuHu  Iimdaide  nerkoen  Capitula, 

ogn 
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Those  BUflia  Kottar  O  Itmbundinu  Tvo  Efjku 

Dale  og  Thriu  Mork 

Prenniud  i  Kaupmanna  Hqfn, 

I  ikvi  Kmun^ega  Wdysen^Hw^e,  og  med  iheu 

TUkotlnade^ 

Goitmann  Fridfirtck  Kuel, 

OHHO  MDCCXLFIU 

u  €«  ''  The  whole  of  Sacred  Scripture,  translated  into  Norae^  ac- 
cording to  the  second  edition  of  the  Bible^  printed  at  Holum  in 
Iceland,  A.  D.  1644,  with  the  pre&ces  and  notes  of  Martin  Lu- 
ther, D.  D.  and  the  summaries  of  each  chapter,  and  the  dtations. 
This  Bible  costs  two  rix-doUars  and  a  half  unbound.  Printed 
in  Copenhagen,  in  the  Royal  Orphan-house,  and  at  its  eiq^ense» 
by  Gothmann  Friderick  Kisel,  A.  D.  1747*"'  The  form  is  quarto^ 
the  paper  good,  and  the  typography  vastly  superior  to  that  of  any 
of  the  preceding  editions.  In  the  revisioii  of  the  text,  and  the 
correction  of  the  press.  Bishop  Harboe  was  assisted  by  Jon  Ther- 
kelson,  who  had  formerly  been  rector  of  the  school  at  SkatkcUi^ 
but  acted  as  secretary  to  the  Bishop  during  his  stay  in  Iceland, 
and  accompanied  him  to  Copenhagen  in  1745.  The  text  agrees 
almost  verbatim  with  that  of  l644  ;  and  where  any  alterations 
have  been  made,  we  are  informed,  in  a  brief  address  to  the  ieadcr> 
thajt  they  were  introduced  according  to  authority. 

Being  sold  for  a  very  reasonable  price,  the  copies  of  this  editicm, 
1000  in  number,  wera  brought  within  the  reach  of  multitudes, 
who  had  .never  before  been  in  possession  of  the  words  of  eternal 
life.  StiU,  however,  there  weire  many  whose  circumstances  pre- 
cluded them  from  all  acp^s^  to  the  treasure,  and  they  must  have 
continued  in  this  state  of  exclusion  had  not  the*  Lord  raised  up  a 
Danish  pieichant,  of  the  name  of  Laurence  Stist^up,  to  oommis&- 
rate  their  destitute  situation.  This  gentleman  formed  the  noble 
purpose  of  devotmg  the  superfluous  property  of  which  he  was 
possessed,  to  the  distribution  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  among  his 
fellow-men.  The  sum  originally  appropriated,  with  this  view, 
•mounted  to  about  7000  specie  dollars ;  but,  owing  to  his  seal 
and  good  management,  it  was  increased  before  his  death  to  12,000, 
for  which  he  purchased  shares  in  the  Royal  Bank  of  Copenhagen. 
The  rights  of  these  shares  weire,  in  virtue  of  his  l^;acy,  transfened 
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to  the  College  of  Miaskmi ;  and  the  Cdlege  have  accoirdiiigly»  ever 
since^  made  an  annual  purchase  of  about  560  copies  of  the  Scrip* 
tures  with  the  interest,  which  are  distributed  gratuitously  in  the 
different  provinces  of  the  Danish  dominions.  Mr  Stistrup  was 
no  sooner  apprised  of  the  new  edition  of  the  Icelandic  Bible,  and 
the  poverty  of  many  of  the  Icelanders,  than  he  purchased  596  co« 
pies  of  the  whole  Bible,  and  I69S  cdpies  of  the  New  Testament^ 
and  sent  them  over  to  be  proportionally  divided  among  the  poor« 
est  inhabitants  on  the  island. 

The  New  Testament  just  mentioned  was  published  by  the  same 
office,  1750,  in  octavo.  The  impression  consisted  of  2000  copies, 
which  were  sold  at  the  moderate  price  of  three  marks  each.  From 
this  period,  to  the  dose  of  the  century,  no  attempts  were  made  to 
multiply  copies  of  the  Scriptures  in  Iceland,  though  there  was 
still  ample  room  for  exertion,  as  the  existing  copies  bore  but  a 
small  proportion  to  the  population  of  the  island. 

In  the  first  volume  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Icelandic  Lite- 
rary Society,  published  in  1781,  is  the  commencement  of  a  new 
translation  of  select  passages  of  the  prophets,  by  the  learned  Jon 
Olafien,  whic^h  is  continued  in  the  following  volumes,  to  the  six- 
ty-second chapter  of  Isaiah.  The  translator  was  well  versed  in 
the  Hebrew,  and  has  constantly  had  the  ori^nal  before  him  when 
preparing  his  version,  which,  besides  its  merits  as  greatly  superior  ' 
to  the  common  translations,  is  remarkable  on  account  of  its  being 
the  only  Icelandic  version  done  from  the  original  Hebrew  that  has 
£vec  been  printed.  The  common  text  is  first  inserted^  below 
which  foUows  that  of  Mr  Olafisen,  accompanied  with  a  fetv  criti- 
cal notes,  printed  with  a  smaller  type.  The  manner  in  which 
this  specimen  is  executed,  cannot  but  excite  r^^et  that  the  Ice- 
landic church  did  not  receive  more  extensive  contributions,  of  a 
similar  nature,  from  the  biblical  acquirements  of  the  translator.* 

A  new  version  of  the  epistle  to  the  Galatians  by  Dr  Finnson, 
ai^peared  in  his  periodical  work,  Qubld-vokumar,  in  the  year  179^; 
but  it  borders  too  much  on  the  paraphrastic,  and  is  too  much  mo- 
demised  to  admit  of  its  adaption  into  the  public  translation.  In^ 
deed  the  learned  author  appears  to  have  been  sensible  of  this,  and 
states,  in  his  prefitce  to  the  volume,  that  it  was  merely  designed 
for  private  edification. 

*  His  Treatise  de  Baptismo,  Havn.  1770,  is  justly  held  in  the  greatest  esi 
dmatioR. 
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It  was  not  (o  be  supposed  tliat^  in  tlie  progress  of  thoafe  • 
tions^  dictated  by  tbe  laudable  spirit  of  Christian  seal  fiir  which 
the  last  twenty  3rear8  have  been  so  eminently  distinguished;  the 
spiritual  wants  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  remdte  idand  should  be 
entirely  forgotten.  In  the  year  1800>  a  Society  was  finmed  by 
several  piotM  dei^ymen  in  Fuhnen  and  Holstein,  for  ^e  puipoae 
of  adrandng  the  interests  of  true  religion^  by  the  distribution  of 
Small  religious  tracts,  and  as  many  copies  of  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures  as  the  limited  nature  of  their  funds  would  allow.  Their  at- 
tention was  soon  directed  to  Iceland ;  and  having  opened  a  oar« 
respondence  with  the  Bishop,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the 
exact  state  of  the  island  in  respect  to  the  Scriptures,  they  received 
the  most  authentic  information,  that  copies  of  that  blessed  book 
could  only  be  obtained  with  the  utmost  difficulty,  and  that  if  no 
measures  were  taken  fiir  procuring  a  supply,  the  copies  would  idl 
be  extinct  in  less  than  ten  years.  They  were  also  infixrmed^  at 
the  same  time,  that  the  printing-press,  which  had  been  removed 
from  Holum,  and  attached  to  the  Literary  Society  in  the  south, 
was  no  longer  in  order,  and  that  the  hope  of  the  inhabitanta  was 
exclusively  turned  towards  the  benevolence  of  fiveign  Christiani.  * 
In  consequence  of  this  information,  the  Fuhnen  Sodety  imme- 
diately resolved  to  print  2000  copies  of  the  Icelandic  New  Testa- 
ment ;  but  ere  they  had  time  to  put  their  resolution  ihto  execa« 
tion,  my  worthy  fellow-labourer,  the  Rev.  Mr  Pateraon,  and  I, 
were  sent,  in  the  providence  of  Ood,  to  Copenhagen ;  and  havii^ 
been  made  acquainted  with  the  designs  of  the  Society,  as  wdl  as 
the  population  and  wants  of  Iceland,  we  transmitted  an  accoont 
of  these  to  a  friend  in  London,  by  whom  it  was  laid  befine  the 
Committee  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society.  The  Com* 
mittee,  with  their  usual  Hberality,  requested  that  the  propoaed 
edition  might  be  increased,  at  their  expense,  to  5000  oc^es;  and 
the  work  was  put  to  the  press  under  iiht  directioii  of  Jnsdeiaiy 
(now  Etatsraad)  Thorkelin,  Privy  Keeper  of  the  Royal  Aithivea 
in  Copenhagen,  and  himself  a  native  of  lodand.  t  The  impre»* 
sion  was  finidied  in  1807>  and  the  edition  bears  the  ftUowing tide: 


*  Third  Report  of  the  Britiih  and  Foragn  Bible  Sodety,  Appendix, 
Na  VIL 
t  Ibid.  Append.  No.  VIL  p.  133, 134. 
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Ttua 

N^  TtfUmente 

Vors 

DroUmnsog  Endur  Laumara 

JM8U  CaRXSTI 

^Ur  iheirri  atmari  utgdfu  ikes  d  hlentUku. 

PretUat  i  ikam  Kmn&nglega  HaufuUtad 

Kaupmannaka&fh  of  Stbasluin  P^PP 

drum  {/fer  Guds  Burd  1807. 

i  e.  "  The  New  Testament  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Chrisf, 
according  to  the  second  Icelandic  edition.  Printed  at  the  Royal 
Coital,  Copenhagen^  by  Sebastian  Popp,  the  year  after  the  birOt 
of  God  ISO?."  On  the  SOOO  copies  intended  for  gratuitous  dis- 
tribution is  printed :  Bok  them  a  tham  fdtmka  gefens  qt  medddm 
laH  Qg  mA  allsengu  verdi  ^eUiuL  "  This  book  is  given  gratuitouslj 
to  the  poor,  and  must  not  be  sold  for  any  price."  The  rest  were 
to  be  sold  fi>r  four  marks.  It  occupies  $4S  pages  in  octftvo.  In 
the  prefiu^,  which  is  very  brief,  it  is.statfd  that  the  second  edi* 
tion  of  the  book  was  made  the  feundation  of  the  present  imptts^ 
gion  •  by  which  we  are  to  understand^  not  the  second  edition  of 
the  Icelandic  New  Testament,  which  would  be  that  published  hy 
Gudlnand,  along  with  the  Bible  in  }564>  but  the  text  found  m 
the  second  editjon  of  the  Icelandic  BiUe  which  had  been  reprinted 
in  1747  and  17^0,  andwa^  in  fact,  to  be  considered  as  the  slwd- 
ard.  A  number  of  orthographical  alteratums  were  introduced, 
together  with  several  new  words  and  phrases,  which  apptofajL  t^ 
the  corrector  of  the  press  to  be  more  eligible  than  those  fimnd  in 
the  former  editions*  For  these  latter  innovation^  however,  h^ 
alone  is  accountable,  as  they  were  not  only  done  without  thtf 
knowledge  of  the  Societies^  at  whose  e:q»ense  the  edirioo  was 
printed,  but  in  opposition  to  one  of  the  fimdamental  prineiples  or 
which  the  Britidi  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  is  established.  It 
must  be  allowed,  at  the  same  tim^  that  the  alterations  are  of  no 
great  importance,  and  would  not  have  been  mentioned  here,  had 
it  not  been  that  they  are  disapproved  of  by  the  generality  of  the 
Icelanders,  who  are  nevcrtheksp  thankfti.1  for  the  gift,  and  peruse 
it  with  assiduity  and  profit. 

Of  the  impression,  about  SODO  copies  were  sent  over  to  Iceland, 
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previous  to  the  breaking  out  of  hostilities  between  Great  Britain 
and  Denmark;  500  copies,  which  the  committee  of  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society  intended  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Bishop  of  that  island,  were  unexpectedly  detained  is^  Copen« 
hagen,  and  providentially  escaped  the  flames,  which,  during  the 
bombardment,  consumed  the  greatest  part  of  the  house  in  vrhich 
they  were  deposited ;  *  and  owing  to  obstacles  occasioned  by  the 
war,  it  was  impossible  to  get  any  more  copies  dispatched  from  Co- 
penhagen till  1812,  when  a  considerable  quantity  was  consigned 
to  the  care  of  the  Archdeacon,  and  other  individuals  of  respecta- 
bility, who  cordially  interested  themselves  in  their  distribution. 
The  remainder  were  sent  over  and  brought  into  circulation  in  1 8 1 4 
and  1815,  and  received  by  the  inhalntants  with  every  demonstm- 
tion  of  gratitude  and  joy. 

The  Committee  had  it  also  in  contemplation,  to  promote  the 
printing  of  an  edition  of  the  Icelandic  Bible ;  but  their  plan  was 
interrupted  by  the  intervention  of  hostilities,  and  it  was  not  be* 
fore  the  beginning  of  1812  that  it  could  be  carried  into  efiecL 
Yet  even  then  the  difficulties  arising  fixnn  the  suspension  of  re- 
gular correspondence,  threatened  to  put  a  stop  to  the  progress  of 
the  work,  so  that  the  Committee  were  induced  to  request  me  to 
proceed  to  Copenhagen,  in  order  to  superintend  its  completion, 
and  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  binding  and  dis- 
patching of  the  copies,  when  printed,  to  Iceland.  His  Danish 
Majesty  having  been  graciously  pleased  to  grant  me  permission  to 
reside  in  that  dty,  I  repaired  thither  in  the  autumn  of  the  above* 
mentioned  year.  The  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  times  still  re- 
tarded the  execution  of  the  work,  especially  the  impossibility  of 
procuring  an  additional  supply  of  paper  from  Sweden,  whence  iht 
rest  had  been  brought,  and  we  were  ultimately  obliged  to  use  a 
vexy  inferior  kind,  to  the  no  small  deterioration  of  the  typography. 
The  impression  was  at  length  brought  to  a  conclusion  by  the  end 
of  1818.  It  consisted  of  5000  copies,  and  assumed  the  following 
titles— 

BIBLIA 

Thader 

AuU  heilaug  BUnmg 

uOoMgd  d  Itkntbku 

•  Fourth  Keport,  p.  170, 171-  '^ 
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ogprerUud 
Epter  iheirri  KaupmannahoKfnfsku  Utgqfu 

MDCCZLVII 

aiforlagi 

Thess  Bretska  og  tUlenda  Felags 

tU  uibradslu  Heilagrar  Eitningar  medal  allra  ihioda, 

KA  UPMA  SNAHA  UFN, 

Are  epUr  Burd  vors  Herra  og  endurlausnara  Jew 

ChrM  MDCccxiii 

of  C.  F,  Schubart ;  pretUara  tkess  Kominglega 

Foreldralausu  Bama  Huss. 

L  e.  "  The  Bible,  comtainiiig  the  whole  of  Sacred  Scripture,  trans* 
lated  into  Icelandic,  and  printed  according  to  the  Copenhagen  edi- 
tion of  1747^  at  the  eiqpense  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  So* 
ciety,  for  the  distribution  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  among  all  na- 
tions. Copenhagen,  the  year  after  the  birth  of  our  Lord  and  Sa- 
iriour  Jesus  Christ  1813,  by  C.  F.  Schubart,  printer  to  the  Royal 
Orphan-house."  The  New  Testament,  which,  for  the  sake  of  ex- 
pedition, was  printed  at  the  office  of  Thorstein  Einaison  Range], 
,  has  the  same  title  with  that  of  the  preceding  edition.  The  Com^ 
mittee,  desirous  of  rendering  the  supply  as  ample  as  possible,  and 
knowing  both  the  wants  and  the  desire  of  the  Icelanders  to  pos- 
sess the  Scriptures,  resolved  to  have  5000  additional  copies  of  the 
New  Testament,  struck  off  with  the  same  types  employed  in  print- 
ing that  for  the  entire  edition  of  the  Bible,  which  was  accordingly 
accomplished  at  the  same  time ;  and  most  of  the  copies  were  got 
ready  £ofr  the  spring  ships,  in  which  they  were  finrwarded  to  the 
different  harbours  on  ihe  coasts  of  Iceland. 

Towards  the  printing  of  this  edition,  £l50  were  contributed 
by  the  Edinburgh  Bible  Society ;  about  £l20  by  Friends  to  the 
drculaticm  of  the  Scriptures  in  Holstein ;  and  508  rix-doDars,  4 
marks,  by  the  Fuehnen  Society  ftr  promoting  the  knowle^  of 
Christianity.  The  rest  of  the  expenses  were  defrayed  by  the  Bri- 
tish and  Foreign  BiUe  Society. 
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POEM  OF  THANKS  FROM  ICELAND 


TO  TBS 


l^nttirt)  anil  foxtisti  WdU  ^odetp, 

BT 

SIRA  JON  THORLAKSON, 

OTBAGIBA, 

The  Tr»^kt9r  tf^  PmiiUe  tote*  mtQ  Icekmdk  Verse* 
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POEM  OF  THANKS, 

4-c.  Sec. 


TIL 

THESS  ENGELSKA  BIBLIU  FELAGS 

FRA  ISLENDINGUM. 

Thu^  Kristsverdugi  felags  flocktir ! 
fonkulldar  meir  en  annar  nockur 
at  nefiiast  thannig  nu  k  olid ! 
Rodulflkifler  thinn  sig  reisd  liomi 
tM  rild  myrkra  Kristindomi 
dgra  let  ncrri  komid  qvolld. 

Englanna  kongur  ut  thig  sendi ; 
Englar  komnir  M  Drottins  hendi 
hans  ther  safiiadar  styrkid  standi 
og  bonum  smyried  holla  thegna ; 
hedanaf  giorist  Ydar  vegna 
England  numkaDat  Englalnnd. 
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TM  vont  sldsdu  Tillu-fieiidur, 
voktu  Ritningar  fottrodendur, 
iher  Englar,  risud  tbieim  igegn; 
i  kisrleiks  anda  samansvamir 
saniileikans  til  ad  efla  varnir 
ei  huga  spordud,  aud  ne  megiu 

F^dsma-kisrleiks  fegurd  tUka. 
fir&  Ydur  8tre3rma  ser  eg  1^ 
allt  nordur  hingat  yfir  mig 
eyu  thar  himi,  kend  vid  klaka 
i  koUdum  mar^  Bern  eins  og  iaka 
i  kringum  Island  sveigir  ng. 

Ffetur  engelakra  fiidarboda 
finmar  Pdstiila  brautir  troda 
utaendir  likt  um  aUann  heim  ; 
Sik  their  hugprudu  saimleiks  vinir 
att  lif  ei  spara  meir  en  hinir 
einn  til  ^ntr^  kominn  er  af  theinL 

Gudliga  ftiorn  eg  than  thecki 
thess  sem  eg  djrka,  en  se  tho  ecki; 
min  svo  berliga  minnist  hann  I 
0  skylda'g  thannig  uhrerd>  sofii 
is-koUdum  fiemgin  sinnis  dofo 
velgioming  eiga  thacka  thann. 

Mammon  og  Judas  mundu  s^rta 
mikil  giald*8pell>  og  thaug  dlita 
eins  og  ka  thar&r  utsoud 
sem  kottat  hafid  kiyrlriks  vegna 
Knsts  til  at  smyria  rikis  th^gna 
og  eingi  reiknar  utan  Gud. 

Mexgd  af  Guds  orda  m^iin-hiidslum 
morg  thusund*Aill  af  andar  smyislum 
hvorvetna  &erast  ker  umkxing  ; 
heilog  Ritning  til  hi^par  sdlum 
i  hvorskyns  landa  tungum&lum 
utbytist  frons  um  hAilftt^^  hxing* 
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Hvad  mk  godgirni  gadlig  lieita 
gefins  ef  dgi  sliia  ad  veita 
Guds  helgidoma  gncgd  af  aud, 
eg  med  giafverdi  sumpart  selia 
wo  at  okeypis  jafnt  mk  telia 
heiminum  utdeilt  himnabraud.  • 

£r  thyi  iardneskum  aTinningi 
«rit  fiantaedty  at  bertil  thvingi 
ydar  himinljnd  biortu  sa ; 
helldur  tbusund&ldt  honum  cdra 
heidur  Drottins  og  velferd  bredia 
vakti  med  Ydur  verkun  thd« 

Haleittfelag!  til  heiduzB  Gudi 
helgaty  og  firama  Krists  so&udi  t 
gott  verk  hefir  ihu  giort  k  mer ! 
thess  skal  eg  iafhan  vottur  veniy 
og  verdug  heidunteikn  firambera 
tharum,  eins  tpAr  Hcd  og  ber. 

Tbo  braustir  kappar  brosi  sigri 
brak  er  dmoti  tignarligri 
gudreknis  atbofii  tbinni  tbad; 
bennar  not,  laun  pg  beidur  vara 
beims  yfir  seibyom  maktankara 
ber  qg  k  odrum  bsna  stad. 

I  ininu  nafiii  qg  minna  bama 
med  tbessum  ordum  vel  eg  giama 
Tbaddeti  giallda  tber  og  pris ; 
o !  at  y  er  mcttum  ems  vel  niota 
till  alba  beiDa  qg  sAlaibota 
tbinnar  gi4&r,  sem  ibtt  088  IgrB ! 

Olldrud  kona  med  ftlldi  og  feld! 
turn  bvitum,  imdir  Noirdia  Veldi, 
Bardar8ey,  stiidaim  gel  eg  od! 
Opt  tbad  sem  mmir  kandar  qvidu 
konnungar  findum  miUdir  ibMu 
tbiggid  og,  Fedur,  theasi  liod* 
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Engla  lofiir,  sem  himni  og  heimi 
med  hAtigii  styrir^  Ydur  geimi  I 
Hanns  blearun  Ydur  stydie  sterk ! 
Su  er  min  osk  af  heitu  hiarta 
her  og  sidar  at  meigi  skarta 
umbun  Hanns  god  fyiir  Ydar  Tork. 

PaiinlOdftJi]]ii,181«. 
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Tu,  Christo  d^na  Soddas, 

Meres,  prce  aUa  quavh. 

Tale  fwmen,  in  noting  dkbuss 

Tuumjubar,  solari  non  cedent, 

Ortum  tidimw,  quum  tenebmrum  mperimi 

ChrisiianUmo  noctem  ruentem  mtenUwiL 

Rex  AngCeJlorum  te  ddegavU; 

Angeli  a  Dei  latere, 

Vo9  ejus  chnkOis  statum  Jirmalu, 

Et  ipsijldeles  subdUos  ungkis; 

Dekine  Angua  oS  vestram  causam 

AnqCeJlorum  terra  merito  vocabUur. 

QuvM  haarelid,  nocm  nostri  hosies, 

Exdtarunt  scripfune  calcaiares, 

Vo8  Anqu  contra  eos  surrexisiis, 

InspirUu  cariiaiis  confurati. 

Ad  veri  defenskmem  instiiuendam. 

Nan  ammo,  nee  dkUiis,  nee  virUms,  pepercisiis. 

*  TflmakKed  hy  tiie^leamed  Frofeaior  Finn  MAgnunoo. 
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RARi88iMtvM  idem  carkatis  spknioren 
Ego  etiam  a  ie  effyndi  cemo 
In  me  boreali  vidnam  poh, 
Intulam  a  glade  nomen  trakeidem, 
QwBy  mvU  ooncretoB  citmuh  smUis, 
FrigkUe  zomB  dngor  ocetmo. 


PgDB8  Anghrum,  pads  ntmHontm, 
ApoHohntm  prisca  vetii^  calcaM, 
Smili  modo  per  Mum  mundum  emen; 
Eooe  !  cordali  tt  veriiatU  amid 
N(m  miiiut  ilUt  propruB  parcuHi  dias; 
Vnui  eontm  me  jam  diitadt* 

Js  ea  re  recogmmo  regmen 
JEfus  quern  colo,  eed  nmddeoj 
Tarn  aperie  md  memor  eH  / 
Num,  tic  dttacta,  dortmero, 
Perfirigido  metUis  torpore  capla; 
Pro  tatUo  benffido  gratias  mm  egero ! 

Mammon  vd  Judat  earn  higeretii 
Magnat  tmpeiuoi,  oeneentee 
Sine  uUa  neoemUUe  prefiuaey 
Ilias,  quae  voe,  cariiale  commoii, 
Erogadis  in  Ckrietianorum  unditmem 
Ei  qiuu  nemo,  Deo  excqMo,  compniadL 

Laroa  copia  e  dtdni  verbi  tkesaurie. 
Fata  wigueniorum  tpiriiuaBum  mulidia  mille, 
CircmnferwUur  Mcunque; 
Sacra  acriplwra,  regionis  cujutdt 
IdiomaH  reddita,  in  ammarum  sahUem, 
Distribuiiur  per  Mum  terraram  orbem. 
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Qmn  merH  nomm  iStwiar  batanlm&ef 

Si  mm  grahtiia  pfttbUio 

Sacramm  Dei  dwitiarmn, 

Alque  vendiUo  neqmimmat 

Vt  donu  adrnmerari  poud 

Poms  oodeiHs  mundo  duiribuiuii 


NvLLtfu  ierredre  btcrum 

Ad  hoc  veHra  ccdeHia 

PedoracogU; 

Sed  Ulo  mUUet  sMkmar 

Domini  veneratio,  otquefrairHm  sabs, 

Qfficium  tale  voUs  in^xenmL 

Illustrjs  S0CIBTA8  !  dmtio  honori 
Ac  Christiam  coetuf  refectiom  tacraia, 
PertUilem  miM  operam  dedisA; 
Semper  hujus  ret  testis  ero, 
Ac  efus  hxmorifica  signa 
Et  codo  et  terras  exkibebo. 

FoRTWM  duatm  iriumpid 

Cedunt  tuo  incfyto 

Pietatis  exercOio^ 

Ejus  merces  et  ham 

Mundame  amctas  gbrite  pravakbuHi, 

Hie  et  m  summo  oodo. 


Mbo  et  Kberorum  mmune. 
His  verbis  cupio  tUn 
Gratias  et  kaides  sohere;  , 
Utinam  tuo  dottojruamttr 
In  omtttfitrusm  sobitemf 
Extuovotof 
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Annosa,  peplo  H  paUa 

Armda  candide  sub  Boreof  regno, 

Rigidam  cano  cantumem  Thulb; 

Sigpe  meorum  gtuUomm  mbs 

Ckmentes  oUm  accepere  Reget, 

Voi  etiam  hocce,  Patres  !  acdpUe  carmm. 

Angelorum  princepi,  qm  oodum  et  mJum 
Summus  guhemai^  voi  iUe  servet  I 
Ipnus  vaUda  benedktto  V08  tuffklcUU  I 
Optofertido  corde    . 
Quod  in  csUrwum  ^us  remwieraiio 
Opera  vestra  bona  decorei  I 

Vh  ID.  JUL,  A.  s.  MiKccxr. 


OBSEKVATIO  TRANSLATORIS 

▲D  STKOPUAM  8SCUVDAJC 

Yos  Engkar^  Td  Einglar  lingulL  lalandictL  et  Akglos  et 
Ahgelos  significat. 
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ICELAND 


TO  THE 


35nti0t)  atUi  jToretjgftt  Vibk  ffeociet^. 


IMITATED  IN  ENGLISH. 


Society  of  Christ  !  whose  fame 

The  world  shall  raise  o'er  thy  compeers— 
Thou  most  desenring  of  such  name 

Or  in  the  past  or  present  years^ 
Thy  beam  has  shone*  more  lovely  bright 

Than  solar  blase*  or  lunar  ray- 
Has  shime*  when  all  around  was  ni^t. 

And  bade  the  darkness  pass  away. 


When  they*  our  unbeUering  fi)es* 

Would  crush  the  hopes  they  could  not  fed* 
You*  Sons  of  England*  dien  arose* 

With  hearts  all  lore*  and  hands  all  leal; 
You*  bound  by  Qiaxit/s  Uess'd  tie* 

And  fearless  in  defence  of  truth* 
Spent  in  our  aid  unqpaxingly 

Bidies  and  powcBF  m  and  age  and  youth. 
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And  wliat !  tbough  near  the  Arctic  pole. 

And,  like  a  heap  of  drifted  snow. 
The  chilling  north  winds  round  me  roll. 

The  land  of  ice— call'd  rightly  so— > 
Tho'  circled  by  the  frigid  zone. 

An  island  in  a  frosen  sea ; 
Yet  I  this  charity  have  known. 

This  Christian  seal  has  glow'd  for  me ! 


For  see— -the  Messengers  of  Peace— 

From  Albion  new  Apostles  come : 
^  They,  like  the  old,  shall  never  cease 

To  quit  their  kindred  and  their  home. 
Like  them,  with  canvas  wide  unfurl'd. 

Careless  of  life,  they  tempt  the  gale. 
And  seek  the  limits  of  the  world— 

Ye  friends  to  God  and  Iceland,  haU ! 

One  visits  m&— thou  Great  First  Cause 

Enthrcm'd  in  majesty  above  ; 
'Tis  here  I  recognise  thy  laws^ 

And  feel  how  mindful  is  thy  love. 
And  shall  I,  when  thou  deign'st  to  bless. 

Forgetful  sleep  the  years  away ; 
And,  sunk  in  torpid  listlessness. 

Nor  strike  the  lyre,  nor  raise  the  lay? 

Th'.  unfeeling  heart,  the  socdid  hand. 

Would  mourn,  perchance,  the  vast  expense. 
With  which  on  earth's  remotest  land 

You  spread  the  giA»  of  Providences 
The  treasures  of  the  Word  sublime 

Cjo  forth,  where'er  your  banners  wave; 
In  every  language,  ev'ry  ciitne. 

The  mind  to  lonn,  ^e  soul  fo  save. 
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What  then  can  merit  more  of  pEaise, 

The  mortal  and  immortal  crown. 
What  better  shall  joor  honoun  rais^ 

And  call  the  tide  of  Ueflsings  down. 
Than  pouring  through  this  world  of  strife 

The  healing  halm  of  sacred  lore ; 
And  minisf  ring  that  bread  of  life. 

Which,  tasted  once,  man  wants  no  more  ? 


Yet,  what  your  ardent  breasts  could  lead 

These  gifts  to  spread,  these  toils  to  dare? 
Could  hopes  of  gain  impel  the  deed? 

Could  thoughts  of  avarice  be  there  ? 
No :— 'twas  the  love  of  Him  on  high. 

The  safety  of  the  poor  on  earth ; 
Hence  rose  your  Sun  of  Charity, 

Hence  has  your  Star  of  Glory  birdi. 

Society  of  Christ  !  most  dear 

To  Heaven,  to  virtue,  and  to  me ! 
For  ever  lives  thy  memory  here : 

While  Iceland  is— thy  fitme  shall  be. 
The  triumphs  of  the  great  and  brave. 

The  trophies  of  the  conquered  field-— 
These  cani^ot  bloom  beyond  the  grave. 

To  t^ee  their  honours  all  shall  yield. 

Thy  &me,  &r  more  than  earth  can  give. 

Shall  soar  with  daring  wing  sublime ; 
And  wide,  and  stiU  more  wide,  survive 

The  crush  of  worlds,  the  wreck  of  time. 
Thus  Thule  and  her  sons  employ: 

Their  harps  to  pour  the  grateful  song; 
And  long  thy  gifts  may  we  enjoy. 

And  pour  this  grateful  tribute  long. 
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Aged  and  dad  in  anow-whke  pall^ 

I  twine  the  wieath^  and  twine  for  Aee; 
Tho'  mingled  howls,  in  Thole'a  hall. 

The  north  wind  wxdi  oar  minstiebf. 
Theae  8taiiiia--*tho'  rigid  as  the  dime. 

Rude  as  the  rocks— oh  I  scorn  not  thou ! 
These  strains,  in  Thule's  elder  time. 

Kings  have  reoeiy'd— receive  them  now. 


Yet,  not  die  harp,  and  not  the  laf  , 

Can  give  the  j^raise  and  blessing  due ; 
May  He,  whom  Heav'n  and  Earth  obey. 

Ye  Christian  FATHsas,  proq>er  70a ! 
May  He— if  pray'rs  can  aught  avail-— 

No  Joys  in  life  or  death  deny; 
Crown  you  with  &me  that  shall  not  fiul> 

With  hairiness  that  cannot  die! 
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AN  INQUIRY 

IKtO 

THB  ORIGIN,  PEOOBBtt,  VATUHE,  AND  CHARACTERISTIC 
FEATURES  OF 

ICELANDIC  POETRY. 
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No.  III. 

ICELANDIC  POETRY. 


\Jv  all  thp  liberal  axtB,  none  can  lay  claim  to  a  more  temoU 
antiqmty^  or  boast  of  a  xaom  extensive  diffiuioii»  than  poetij* 
Through  all  the  liferent  gradations  of  mental  culture^  &om  the 
loweet  state  of  UQciyilised  humani^  to  the  hi^^iest  degree  of  re« 
finement>  the.  power  of  its  cd^urms  has  been  felt>  and  its  multi&rioas 
utility  ai^nowjedged.  The  shepherd  and  the  hnsbandmaPj  the  le* 
gislatorandthe  prophet^  thenge^  the  lover,  and  the  wamQr>  have^ 
each  in  his  respective  station,  cultivated  the  poetic  talent>  and 
either  converted  it  into  a  means  of  present  amusement,  consola* 
tion,  or  instcuctipn,  or  employed  it  as  a  vehicle  for  transmitting 
the  memory  of  past  events  to  pciterity. 

The  general  principles  of  poetry,  lil^e  the  grand  ou^es  of  the 
human, character,  axe  the  s^upa  amoiig  all  n^aons;  nevertheless 
each  people  diq^y  in  |di^  poetipal  oHnpositiaai^  certwn  peculiacr 
traits  and  pn^perties,  arising  fiom  the  genius  and  laws  of  th^ 
language,  the  nature  of  their  reUgiop,  their  political  and  domestic 
circumstances,  manners,  and  customs,  which  so  completely  dis- 
tinguish these  compositions  fiom  the  productions  of  other  nation^, 
as  justly  to  entitle  them  to  the  character  of  an  original  and  itde* 
pendent  national  poetry.  Thus  the  poetry  of  the  Hebrews  diffeacs 
&om  that  of  the  Greeks;  the  Latin,  though  mm  cctaaunant  wijlfa 
the  latter,  jErom  both;  and  ^e  niunerous  verafied  productions  of 
the  northern,  ^  western  EjuropN^an  nations,  from  .each  other. 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


614  APPENDIX  III. 


Though  thef  unqaestkmaUy  poaien  much  in  oommon,  md  hayi^ 
in  more  iniitanrei  thin  one,  reciprocated  with  etdi  other,  yet  their 
respective  poetry  retains  a  discriminating  garh^  whidi  may  easilj 
he  recognised,  eren  hy  strangent,  hut  is  slnll  more  peroqitihle  hf 
the  native  eye. 

It  has  generally  heen  agreed  among  the  learned,  that  the  an- 
cient inhahitants  of  Scandinavia  were,  and  that  the  Icelanders 
still  are,  possessed  of  a  peculiar  and  underived  national  poetij. 
While  the  hards  and  minstrek occupied  aconspicuous  place  in  the 
more  westerly  regions  of  Europe,  the  north  exhibited  its  Skalds : 
an  order  of  men  who  were  tx)et8  by  profession,  whose  names  have 
been  enrolled  in  the  annals  of  fitme,  and  who  have  Itit  behind . 
them  ample  yecimens  of  their  poetic  skilL  In  the  Edda,  die 
Heimskringla,  the  edited  and  manuscript  Sagas,  besides  a  multi- 
plicity of  more  recent  examples  of  versification,  we  possess  ahnost 
xnnumerahle  monuments  of  northern  prosody,  all  of  whidi  bear 
the  most  unequivocal  marks  of  independent  origin,  and  wdU  me- 
rit  the  attention  of  such  as  wish  to  become  acquainted  with  the 
divertffied  productions  of  the  human  intdlect,  or  die  peculiar  fix- 
tures which  it  assumes  under  difierent  circumstances. 

Accustomed,  indeed,  as  we  are,  from  our  sduxd  years,  to  hear 
the  Roman  historians  expatiating  on  the  barbarism  and  ferocity  of 
die  northern  nations,  and  taught  to  regard  the  terms  ^  Oodi'and 
^  Gothic,'' as  synonymous  with  savage  and  barbenmsy  we  natural^ 
deem  it  in  a  high  degree  paradoxical  to  assert,  that  tiiose  very  na- 
tions, whose  Virions  ravages  extinguished  die  poor  remains  of  ex- 
piring genius  among  die  Romans,  should  dieridi  die  artof  poetiy 
with  all  possible  care  among  their  own  countrymen ;  *  bat  not 
to  insist  on  events  of  a  recent  date,  stiU  more  ineconcflable  with 
die  boasted  illumination  and  refinement  of  die  age,  it  most  not 
be  ficgotten,  that  eflfeminacy  and  excessive  politeness  are  even 
more  hostile  to  some  of  the  principal  beauties  of  poetry— endiu- 
siasm,  boldness,  and  sublimity,  than  the  fierce  and  martial  spirit 
which  generally  characteriies  the  ruder  and  more  ancient  stages 
of  society. 

•  in  fflpmining  die  ancient  prosody  of  die  north,  it  is  neoeasaory 
that  we  divest  ourselves  of  local  and  educational  prejudices,  and 
abaadon,  as  it  were,  our  own  ideas  of  poetic  taste ;  that  we  main 
oytsy  allowance  for  the  distinctive  genius  of  die  language,  and 
*  Ftthm  talflve  piacat  of  Bank  poetry,  IxakkiB,  1769^  Sro. 
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plaee  ounelveB  in  the  circmngltneci  of  the  poet^  and  by  fiumliaiw 
immg  ounelfes  with  his  mligioii,  manners^  cnBtonifi  Mid>  in  short, 
his  entire  range  of  objects,  that  we  be  prepaied  for  taking,  not  a 
partial  and  superficial>  but  a  liberal,  penetrating^  and  extensiTe 
▼lew  of  the  whole. 

The  prinmpal  nations  of  Scandinatia  being  deseended  from  the 
Goths  or  Gets,  who  had  their  seat  in  the  vicinity  rf  the  Black 
Sea,  it  fiAyws,  by  consequence,  that  dieir  poetry  is  to  be  traced 
to  the  same  source.  Not  that  we  are  able,  at  this  distance  of 
time,  to  determine  its  original  characters,  as  it  existed  among  that 
people  or  mark  its  progress  during  the  subsequent  peregrinations 
of  their  offipring  across  the  vast  regions  of  Russia  and  Crermany : 
the  stonns  of  ages  have  obliterated  the  tract,  and  all  we  have  to 
asiist  us  in  pur  inquiry  is  the  guidance  of  a  few  scanty  and  insu* 
lated  monnments»  the  inscriptions  of  which  rather  leave  us  to  draw 
infisrpnces,  than  Aurniflh  us  with  clear  and  particular  directiens. 
The  testunony  of  Herodotus*  and  other  ancient  authors  in  faivour 
of  the  wisdom  of  the  S^jfManf,  a  general  name  g^ven  hy  the  Gredc 
historians  to  1^  northern  nationi^  mi^t  of  itself  warrant  the  con- 
dusion,  that  the  art  of  poetry  was  cultivated  hy  that  people;  finr 
we  know,  that  among  the  Gredof,  a  wise  man  and  a  poet  were 
ofWniynonymous  tezms.  .Slian,  in  the  seoond  bookof  his  trea* 
tise  on  the  nature  of  animals,  describing  the  h^fperboreatu,  ex- 
pvessly  states  that  diey  were  addicted  to  poetry ;  t  and  we  are 
infivmed  by  Quintus  Curtius,  that  when  Alexander  sentenced  to 
death  tx  a  revolt  some  of  the  Sqgdians,  a  people  who  lived  be- 
tween the  Caspian  and  Black  Seas,  they  were  filled  with  joy  to 
that  degree  that  they  nmg  and  danced ;  and  when  asked  by  the 
.king,  what  was  the  cause  of  this  firantic  and  untimely  joy  ?  ihey 
lej^ied,  that  as  they  were  soon  to  be  restored  to  their  aneestorB  by 
so  great  a  ceoqueior,  th^  could  not  help  celebrating  so  honour- 
able a  dieath,  which  was  the  wish  of  all  totve  men,  in  their  own 
aocut(amed«mg9.t  Itisinqpos^ilefinranyone,  who  is  at  all  ac- 
quainted with  the  sanguinary  rd^ion  of  Odin,  or  who  has  perused 
the  death-song  of  Regner  Lodbrok,  not  to  be  sensible  of  the  pal- 
paUa  coincidence  between  the  spirit  of  this  passage,  and  that  con«i 

*  In  Mdpom.  fib.  ir. 

d/»M«ri  h  mm  ^ityy^mfus, 
$  See  WhiBto&*i  l>kicKt  I.  to  his  SItftotjr  of  £s«liih  ]P^^ 
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tempt  of  death,  combined  with  the  aiiticipatioii  of  wvriike^Kpkitr 
in  a  future  state,  wMch  duoractezwed  the  anci^it  infaidiUania  «f 
Scandinavia. 

Joniandes,  himself  a  hisbop  of  l^e  Goths>  under  the  reign  oT 
the  emperor  Justinian,  declares,  in  his  book  De  ESus  Gelieis, 
that  the  recital  of  ancient  historical  poems  was  cammen  among 
his  countrymen,*  a  custom  whidi  is  still  kept  up  by  the  leekoid- 
en ;  and  he  states  in  another  plaoe,  that  the  exploitaof  their  an- 
cestors weie  sung  to  the  harp  in  the  presence  of  the  most  &ti]i- 
guished  fftWT«^'<^  t  Thoe  is  also  in  the  11th  chapter  a  pasKge^ 
whdre  he  speaks  of  the  changes  intixiduoed  by  Dickens  being  k^pt 
in  memory  even  in  his  day,  through  the  me^iui  of  songs ;  and 
fiom  what  he  says  respecting  the  oiigin  and  genealogies  of  the 
Goths,  in  connection  with  their  fables,  it  is  evident  he  had  in 
view  something  v^ry  analogous  to  the  bibles  in  the  prosaic  Edda.^ 
Priscus,  in  bis  Him,  Go^  relates,  that  in  the  time  of  Attik,  king 
of  the  Huns,  two  Scythians  presented  tbonselves  befiire'tiieMe- 
'  narch  one  evening,  and'  recited  certain  verses  whi^  they  had 
composed  in  commemoration  of  his  victories  and  mSitaiy  a^ieve* 
ments ;  when,  the  eyes  of  the  guests  bebg  turned  towards  ikeat, 
some  were  delighted  with  the  structure  of  the  verses  ;  sdnle  had 
their  minds  roused  by  the  recollection  of  battles  they  had  Ibught; 
while  others  shed  tears  at  the  thought^  that  old  age  had  come 
upon  them,  comjdetely  damping  ^leir  military  aidoor,  and  ren- 
derii^  their  bodies  unfit  finr  engagii^  in  wia^§  The  Mareomauna^ 
too,  who  sprang  hem  the  same  stock,  long  retained  their  headien 
rites,  and  recorded  with  peculiar  characters  (probably  nmer)  their 
wongt,  enchantments,  and  divinations.  ||  That  1^  Ooths  had  a 
regular  poetry  in  the  days  of  Ovid,  and  that  he  learned  its  roles 
during  his  residence  among  that  peopie,  is  mhni&st  from  the  poefti 
heafterwaidsvrroteinhonour  of  Augustus.    Hiswoidsare: 

^Nsc  te  nasBze  il  tbt  vitloni  deoebk 

C4ginmis  qoa  £Miam  pane  poeta  Gctos. 
Ahpudet!  et  getioo  acripa  sofnone  libdlanir 

Structaque  sunt  nottris  barban  verba  modis. 
£t  placui,  grataie  mihi,  ooepique  poet» 

Inter  inhomahos  nomen  habere  Getas.  %. 


•  Ci^  iv.  t  Ci4>.  V.  ±  Cap.  ir.  §  P.  5K 

H  Blomczi  AjUi^. JElypctber.  p,  07*  f  OiUds  PsoK^fii.  If. 
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Of  the  early  use  ofpoetiy  aaumg  tbe  Danes,  we  axe  (urnished 
"with  the  stnmgeft  proo&y  in  tbe  ancient  Anglo-Saxon  poem,  da- 
acribing  the  affidra  ci  that  people  in  the  third  and  fimrth  centu«« 
riesy  which  has  lately  been  published  bj  mj  learned  fiiend  £tat8« 
4raad  ThoAelin.*  Depicting  the  customs  of  one  of  the  northeni 
eoorts,  the  author  of  the  poem  exhibits  sonusthing  strikingly  ana- 
logous to  the  matter  of  the  .ancient  Eddaic  poetry: 


TharwwhMipm 
Svcg  fwutol  Mng 
Scopes  saegde 
Se  the  cathe 
Fram  soeaft  fin 
Jremfnii  vemo 
4>«t]i  tfaiBi  «e  Aimiaht^ 
Eorthan  worb,  &&  p.  9. 

We  are  also  told,  p^  d9*  that  at  their  cduTivial  feasti^ 


^  There  ihe^  pl^fed  urn  the  harpy 
and  9ttng  delightful  aong$ ;  and  the 
poets  repealed  what  they  knew  of  the 
origin  of  the  human  race,  derived 
from  0/br— <fte  creation  qfffie  earth  ' 
iy  ihe  Ahaightp;'  9lc 


Scop  bwikm  aung. 

'And  again,  p«  67, 

Hwihim  cynniages  tfiegn 
GuaagBpliUBclai   ^ 

Se  the  eil  fela 
Eald  gesegemi 
Worn  gemunde. 
Word  other  ftnd 
So  the  gebundea 
p9Bg  eft  ongui 
Sith  Beowulfiii 
Soyttnim  sfcyrian 
And  on  sped  wrecan 
Spelgerade 
Wordum  wrixkn 
^¥  d  bwoB  gocwni 
That  he  fbmsige 
Mundese^gan 
Hyrde  ellen  dsthum 
Uncuthes  fehi 
Wad  nnges  gewio 
Wide.^tbM 

Than  tbe  guinenabeam 
Gcsrwene  wiston. 

*  0e  Danomm  Rcboi  Gcstis,  Secnl  liL  and  tfi  Poekna  Danieam  DialBdo 
Anglo-Sazonica.  £x  Bibliotbeca  Cottimiaiu  Musaei  Bzitaimici,  edidit  ver- 
4ione  ImL  et  indidbiu  aazit  Gnm*  Jdioion  ThorkeUn,  Dr  J*  Y.  Act  te 
Hsfniis  1815^  iUk 


'<  UcmMk  thepKt  magJ" 

^  InOie  mean  Hme  the  roffol  eer- 
vai9tiiSbtyoti)eommemoraiedin9(mg9 
the  virtues  qf  such  as  had  fiJkm  i» 
tattle  he  who  retaSms  in  his  memory 
all  the  tradifions  of  past  ages.  One 
word  produced  another  ^  andy  when 
joined  together^  ffteyjbrmed  a  history 
qf  <Ae  voyage  of  ^eomiif  It  was 
sagely  eamposedj  and  easy  of  interprC' 
tation.,  because  the  events  followed  ea<^ 
other  in  historical  order.  What  he 
thus  masterly  composed^  he  repeated  to 
such  as  were  present  ITteardnoblc 
deeds  set  forth  indegant  poems;  thingi 
which  had  never  h^fbre  ieen  known  to 
IhechUdrenofmetu'* 
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These  testimonies  not  only  prore  tbe  esteem  in  which  the  poe- 
tic art  was  held  hy  those  nations  whidi  have  from  time  to  time 
emigrated  into  the  north  of  Europe,  but,  taken  in  connection  with 
the  &ct,  that  so  many  ancient  poetical  monuments  have  been  pie- 
aeryed  by  the  ScaniUnavians,  they  j^aoe  it  beyond  a  doubt,  that 
iheir  ancestors  were  passionately  fond  of  song,  and  employed  it  as 
a  medium  for  the  transmission  of  their  genealogical  and  historical 
knowledge  to  posterity.  Anterior  to  the  introduction  of  writings 
it  was  only  by  means  of  rerse  that  the  exact  memory  of  past  events 
could  be  preserved*  Oral  traditions  in  prose  neither  excite  that 
interest,  nor  make  the  same  impression  on  the  imagination  and 
memory,  which  inseparably  attend  the  recital  of  poetical  compo* 
aitions;  consequently,  such  traditions  are  greatly  liable  to  corrup- 
tion, and  even  to  be  entirely  fogotten.  The  advantages  of  mea- 
•ured  language,  on  the  other  hand,  its  abruptness,  imagery,  and 
muacal  sounds,  are  all  calculated  to  rouse  and  keep  alive  the  in- 
tellactual  powers,  while  the  rythmical  assonances  prove  an  infill 
lible  sa&guard  against  either  addition  or  omission. 

The  most  ancient  records  which  have  been  handed  down  to  us 
by  the  Scandinavians,  perfectly  agree  with  the  fineign  testimoniet 
that  have  just  been  produced,  in  referring  the  poetry  of  that  peo- 
ple to  a  remote  antiquity.  Like  the  Gteeks,  the  northern  nationa 
attributed  their  poetry  to  a  divine  origin.  It  was  their  beUei^ 
that  Odin  and  his  followers  were  the  inventors  of  runes  and  songs, 
on  which  account  they  obtained  the  name  of  UddO'Smidir,  or  mo- 
dellers of  songs.  To  this  purpose  are  the  words  of  Snorro  Stur- 
luson,  when  treating  of  the  arts  and  abilities  of  Odin :  "  Ab  these 
arts  he  taught  others  by  means  of  runes  and  magic,  which  pro- 
cured for  the  gods  the  appellation  of  the  ftbricators  of  nu^ 
songs."  *  To  Jiew  how  Odin  came  by  this  fpA,  is  iSbe  object  of 
the  following  fiction  in  the  dialogues  of  Bragur,  which  fiarm  part 
of  the  prosaic  £dda:  **  The  Asas,  or  gods,  fimned  a  man  called 
Qudsir,  who  was  so  clever,  that  no  question  could  be  proposed 
which  he  was  not  able  to  resolve :  he  traversed  the  whole  world, 
teaching  mankind  wisdom.  But  his  merits  exciting  envy,  two 
dwarfs  breacherously  slew  him ;  and  receiving  his  blood  into  a 
vessel,  mixed  it  up  with  honey,  and  thence  eompoeed  a  Bquor, 
which  renders  all  those  that  drink  of  it  good  poets.  The  gods 
Tnissipg  their  son^  inquired  of  th^  dwarfi  what  was  become  of 
•  Yof^Kngi  Sags,  cap.  7. 
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him.  The  dwarfi,  to  extiicate  themselves  oat  of  the  difficulty, 
replied,  that  Qudsir  had  died,  suffi)cated  with  his  knowledge,  be- 
cause he  could  not  meet  with  persons  to  ease  and  disembogue  his 
mind  to,  bj  proposing  to  him  so  manj  learned  questions  as  was 
necessary  to  his  relie£  But  their  perfidy  was  afterwards  disco- 
vered by  an  unej^pected  accident.  These  dwarft  having  drawn 
upon  themselves  the  resentment  of  a  certain  giant,  he  seised  and 
exposed  them  upon  a  rock,  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  the  sea. 
In  this  firightfiil  situation,  their  only  recourse  was  to  purchase 
their  deliverance  at  the  price  of  that  glorious  beverage.  The 
giant  being  satisfied  with  this  ransom,  carried  it  home,  and  de- 
livered it  to  the  custody  of  his  daughter  Gunlod. 

'<  This  valuable  acquisition  was  eageriy  sought  after  by  the 
gods,  but  very  difficult  to  obtain,  because  it  was  concealed  under 
rocks.  Odin  was  nevertheless  determined  to  try  fiir  it,  and  he 
made  the  attempt  in  the  lollowing  manner*  Transfimning  him* 
self  into  a  worm,  he  glided  through  a  crevice  into  the  cavern 
where  the  beverage  was  kept  Then  resuming  his  natural  shape, 
and  gaining  the  heart  of  Gunlod,  he  prevailed  on  her  to  let  him 
drink  three  draughts  of  the  liquor  entrusted  to  her  care.  But 
the  crafty  deity,  resolving  to  make  the  mosi  of  his  advantage, 
pulled  so  deep,  that  at  the  laist  draught  he  left  none  behind  him 
in  the  vessel ;  and,  transforming  himself  into  an  eagle,  flew  away 
to  Asgard,  to  deposit  in  safety  tjie  precious  treasure  he  had  ob- 
tained. 

**  The  giant,  who  was  a  magician,  instantly  discovered  the  ar- 
tifice that  had  been  practised,  and  changing  himself  also  into  an 
eagle,  flew  with  all  speed  after  Odin»  who  had  almost  reached 
the  gates  of  Asgard*  Then  the  gods  all  ran  out  of  thair  places 
to  tt^ist  and  support  their  master ;  and,  fixreseeing  that  he  would 
have  much  difficulty  to  secure  the  liquor,  without  eaqposing  him- 
self to  the  danger  of  being  taken,  they  immediately  set  out  all  thp 
vessels  they  could  lay  their  hands  on.  In  efiec^  Odin  finding 
he  could  not  escape  but  by  easing  himself  of  the  burden  which 
retarded  his  flight,  instandy  filled  all  the  pitchers  with  this  mi- 
raculous liquor ;  and  from  hence  it  hath  been  distributed  among  ' 
both  gods  and  men.  But  in  the  hurty  and  confusion  in  which 
the  liquor  was  disdiai^ged,  the  bulk  of  mankind  were  not  aware^ 
that  Odin  only  threw  up  part  of  it  through  Jiis  beak;  the  rest 
was  emitted  through  a  more  impure  vent.    And  as  it  is  onl^  th^ 
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fonner  liquor  that  this  god  gives  as  a  beverage  to  tlie  good  poets 
^-to  such  as  he  would  animate  with  a  divine  inspiration  ;  so  it  u 
onlj  the  latter  sort  that  ^Is  to  the  share  of  bad  rhjrmers  ;  for  as 
this  flowed  from  its  inferior  source  in  greater  abundance^  tiie  gods 
bestow  it  in  liberal  draughts  on  aU  that  will  apply.  This  makes 
the  crowd  very  great  about  the  vessels^  and  this  is  the  reason  whj' 
the  world  is  overwhelmed  with  such  a  redundance  of  wretched 
verses."  • 

That  poets  were  supposed  to  derive  their  genius  fiom  Odin, 
who  imparted  it  to  his  &vourites,  is  evident  fix)m  Gautreks-saga, 
where  he  is  introduced  as  sajing :  '^  I  w31  endow  him  with  tho 
poetic  art,  so  that  he  shall  be  able  to  copapose  poems  with  the 
same  fecilitj  with  which  he  can  speak."  On  this  account  poetry 
came,  in  after  times,  to  be  denominated  asa^mdl,  or  the  lai^;uage 
of  the  gods.  And  even  after  the  introduction  of  Christiaiuty  into 
the  north,  we  And  the  poet  Hallfred  celebrating  Ae  merits  of 
Odin  and  his  progeny  on  account  of  their  cultivation  of  this  art. 

Oil  heiir  Sltt  til  hylli  TTi^  composUkm  of  popular  mmgs 

CMins  Odpat  hoAva^  ha^  ai  aU  iime$  dlHkigMei  ihe  race 

AllgillcU  mane  alkUg  qfOdins  The  hmUuabk  works  qf  our 

Jdio  vamii4d]«.  mceMtofsaro  OiU'fieahiumif  mentor^ 

£inc  traudr  thvi  vejL  viddf  But  I  dare  say  no  more  ;  Jbr^  Jwwjk- 

Valid  hugnadiz  skaldi  xouraUe  soever  the  power  of  O^m  was 

Legg  ec  a  frumver  friggiar  to  the  poet^  I  must  hate  the  hmsbamd  of 

FioQ  er  kristi  thiomyn.  -f"  ^^fgffi  because  we  now  serve  Christ, 

To  judge  from  the  prosodiacal  parts  of  the  Edda,  tite  moreori- 
ginal  mode  in  which  the  Scandinavians  communicated  tiieir  poet- 
ical productions  was  in  company,  by  rehearsing  them  "fyt  ikte  in- 
struction and  ^tification  of  the  hearers,  or  by  the  cxtempom- 
neous  solution  of  enigmas  and  questions  of  ancient  wisdom.  When 
any  stranger  lodged  a  night  with  a  fkmily,  his  wisdom  was  ge- 
nerally tried  in  this  Ivay.  Thus  Vafihrudnir  declares  to  Gfai- 
gr^,  when  he  desires  him  to  take  a  seat : 

,  Tbi  akal  Matu  Nim  we  JuxU  try 

Hvar  flora  vid  W7k)  knows  moety 

4  Gestr,  etba  inn  gamli  thulr.  The  ffuest,  or  the  aged  speaker. 

*  The  above  is  ta^n  almost  verbatim  from  MaQet)  vot  ii  p.  IB%> 
f  Olafeen  om  Nordeos'  gamle  Digttkonst,  f,  3. 
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Aged  people,  who  Iiad  treasured  up  in  tBek  mtmary  s  licK  fbnd 
of  traditionaiy  relations/  were  x^egcurded  av  under  a  kind  of  obli* 
gation  to  repeat  them  on  speei^  oedftsbnB,  that  they  might  be 
learned  by  the  young,  and  ihii»  be  trannnitted  to  f^itnre  genera- 
tions. These  traditions,  to  whidi  the  Icdanders  gave  fbe  name  cf 
Sagas,  were  generally  interwot^n  wiCh  long  pieces  •of  poetry, 
whidi  the  recitor  had  to  sing,  and  whieh  gave  gileater  life  and  in« 
tercst  to  the  story.  In  this  way  has  the  knowledge  of  the  most 
ancient  poems  been  perpetuated  among  the  Gothie  tribes ;  and 
many  of  them  have  survived  the  ravages  of  time,  and  readied 
our  days  in  a  garb,  which  is  of  itself  a  strong  intemai  proof  of 
their  being  genuine.  The  most  valuable  6f  these  are  the  diflfer* 
ent  odes,  chieAy  of  mythokgiciA  import,  wldeh  compose  tiie  great- 
er part  of  Ssmund's  Edda,  and  whidi  it  is  only  necessary  to  read 
in  the  original  Icelandic,  in  order  to  be  convinced  of  their  high 
antiquity.  Yet  these  are,  in  kll  prdiability,  only  a  few  remains 
of  the  andent  poetry,  whidi  the  Scandinavians  had  transplanted 
&om  their  original  seat  within  Uie  western  eottfines  of  Asia,  but 
which  was  new^modeDed  horn  tiine  to  time,  according  to  the 
changes  which  crept  into  their  Vernacular  langui^,  and  to  which 
also  their  manners  and  customs  wefe  in  a  certain  degree  naturally 
subjected. 

These  poems,  as  well  as  those  which  have  been  furnished  us  by 
the  ages  trnmediately  pveoeding  the  reign  of  Harald  Har^^gra,  aie 
remarkable  £fxt  iheir  simplidty,  the  natural  ofdor  in  whidi  the 
words  follow  each  other,  and  their  fireedom  from  the  obscure  and 
&r-fetched  images  and  poetical  synon3rmes  which  afterwards  cha- 
racterized the  northern  muse.  They  are  all  of  the  kind  of  verse 
called  Fomyrdalag,  or  the  verification  of  antiquity,  and  appear 
to  have  been  coaqpoaed  without  any  fiuther  study  than  what  re- 
garded the  allitenition*  They  contain,  indeed,  passages  which,  at 
this  distance  of  time,  it  is  difficult,  if  not  impossiUe,  satis&ctorily 
to  explain ;  but  this  is  to  be  ascribed  to  our  limited  acquaintance 
with  certain  mythological  aUusions,  and  the  objects  the  poet  had 
in  his  ey&— a  veil  which,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  is  drawn  o?er 
all  the  works  of  antiquity.  Iliese,  however,  are  merely  i^sula^ 
ted  passages,  and  bear  no  proportion  to  the  rest  of  the  composi- 
tions, which,  taken  as  a  whole,  possess  a  simplidty,  and  not  un- 
frequently  k  sublimity,  that  may  justly  be  said  to  vie  with  tha 
effiisions  of  move  poliahed  bard& 
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Asaq[)eci]iienof  thisUndofpoedcalGcmipoiiti^  I  thaUlieTO 
adect  some  staaiaf  of  the  Fbiuspi,  or  the  '*  Otade  of  the  Pro< 
phetess  Vola.''  It  has  justly  been  considered  as  the  most  import* 
ant  part  of  the  Edda,  containing  an  epitome  of  the  ScandiaaTiaii 
mytholcgy,  and  serving  as  a  text  en  which  the  rest  of  that  wori^ 
is  a  comment.  *  The  argument  of  the  poem  I  shall  give  in  the 
words  of  Mallet,  t— -The  Prophetess  having  imposed  silence  on  all 
intellectual  beings,  declares,  that  she  is  going  to  reveal  the  de- 
crees of  the  Father  of  Nature^  the  actions  and  operations  of  the 
gods,  whidi  no  person  ever  knew  before  herael£  She  then  be- 
gins with  a  description  of  the  chaos  ;  and  proceeds  to  the  fonQa- 
tion  of  the  world,  and  of  that  of  its  various  species  of  inhalutants^ 
giants,  men,  and  dwarfik  She  then  explains  the  employments  of 
the  fidries,  or  destinies ;  the  functions  o£  the  gods;  their  most  re- 
Biarkable  adventures ;  their  quarrels  with  Loke ;  and  the  venge» 
anoe  that  ensued.  At  last  she  concludes  with  i^  long  descrip- 
tion of  the  final  state  of  the  universe,  its  dissolution^  and  confla- 
gration ;  the  battle  of  the  inferior  deities  and  the  evil  beings; 
the  renovation  of  the  world;  the  happy  lot  of  the  good,  and  the 
punishment  of  the  wicked.— The  text  is  taken  from  the  editioQ  of 
the  £dda  just  published  in  StocUudm. 


Hljodit  bith  ek  sQar 
hdgar  kmdir, 

mmvgt  Hdrnthalkr; 

vado*atdcValfkvdiur 

ved  firamtflQak, 

IbDupjoHfiim 

tiiau  ek  fremst  of-nam. 


dvesUenceoB 
Ye  mured  raee^ 
BnA  gretA  tutd  4 
qfHeknJUAi 

JwUlrekU^ 
The  ancient  take 
WhUAfirH  I  kame£ 


£k  mm  ^jtna 
irof  botna, 
tb4er£wthoin 
mik&ocddabSfUias 
nio  man  ek  hdma, 
moivithi» 
njotvHh  nusran 
fyrir  mold  nettum. 


/  A'MOW  gitHttt 

EaHyhomf 
My  ttmceeiore 
Ofjbrmer  Umes: 
Nine  worids  I  knom^ 
WUh  tMr  mine  poke 
Of  tender  wo9d 
Beneath  the  enrHL 


Arvaralda 
thi  Ymir  b^gthi^ 

*  VcL  IL  Introduct  p.  27. 


In  early  tknet^ 
fFhen  Vmir  Ihed^ 

t  Jbid.p.«Oi; 
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tief?i]sruniiir$ 
jorth  fimi  sva, 
ne  uf^ihmilii, 
gi^  yar  OimumgR, 
en  gcM  hTo^gp. 

Athr  Ban  fynir 
bjodnmi  ypUxi) 
their  cr  MkhgHrth 
moenn  duipo. 
Sol  dLein  lunmn 
a  Salar  ttdib, 
tli&  TW  grand  gvoin 
gtoaram  lanki. 

Sol  varp  numtfi 
•iimi  M&na, 
lioidi  1t^"^  hoMnfi 
4  Imniii  jodyr 
Sol  that  Be  TiMe 
byar  boD  nU  itti, 
S^jdnior  tiiat  B^Tinft 
byar  th«  ttathi  ittis 
Mini  thtt  no  iwA 
bvit  bann  Bicgpiii  4tti. 


Th&  gingo  negin  Mrfl 
izaiikitobs  . 
giimhfiiWg  gotby 
ok  am  that  gettoi  s 
not  ok  nk^ioiii 

mjTffSk  helo 
ok  mitlqan  dag, 
nndom  ok  iqptan, 
ifmfattdlia. 

Hittoi.£rfr 

iltbaTdll 

dieir  er  bavig  ok  bof 

ba-timbiotfaoy 

aflaUvgtlxs 

autb  wnithodiOy 


allf  frastudiQ^ 
t£ngird[opo  > 
ok|ol^UMM» 


Nor  eooktig  wwe$ 
No  tarik  wot  fMmi^ 
Nor  heavett  iAowff 

And  namhen  gratim 

UtUa  SSr^s  tOM 
Ty  expmtte  M  rtAm^ 
BywhomMidgmd 
The  gnat  woimaie* 
From  th*  muih  the  em 
Shome  on  the  waUif 
ThenM^earth 
Grem  herbe  froimoe* 

Theetm  turmedeouthj 
l%e  moon  did  ehimef 
Her  right  hand  held     ' 
J7te  horeeitfhetoeiu 
The eynkncm  mt 
ffitjfroperepheres 
The  etare  kncm  moi 
Their  proper  fkoei 
The  moon  knew  not 
Set  proper  potter^ 

Then  ott  the  pomen 
Went  to  the  throne^ 
The  hoip  godty 
And  held  connOtt 
N^ght  and  coofc-cnowliyy 
TTieir  namet  thep  gem 
Morning  abo^ 
And  noon 'dnp  tide, 
Andi^temoon 
The  penre  to  ttIL 

The  Atatmet 
On  Ida'e  pUlme, 

Who  oUare  rtdeed 
AndtmnpleehnOtt 
AnoUt  the^  kddy 
And  mon^  coined  i 
Their  etrength^hep  tried 
In  various  vaysy 
wvnen  mainng  tonge^ 
And  fomang  took* 
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Tefldo  f  (mi, 
tdtir  virOf 
TV  tfaifan  vBttiigif 
Tantocgdili; 
uoz  thti^r  komoi 
thuTsa  tiMjrftr, 
toatkar  miok, 
ur  Jotunheimunb 


On  ih^gran  mtppUffS^ 

In  joyful  rnoti^ 
Nor  knew  at  vU 
ThewmtqfgMj 
UntU  ikert  tom$ 
Three  Tkurmmaiit^ 
Exceeding  itrongy 
FromJai 


Unz  tinir  kmu* 
it  thvi  hOm, 
av%lr  dc  ibigir 
^sir,  at  httsi ; 
flindo  ikndi 

Aik  ok  £mblo» 
avrlavglnMu 

AvnA  tlum  ■•  4tto, 

•ch  tlNNi  tte  baWttM,     ' 

Iknelmi, 

nelitcgMlite 

avnd  imf  Othlh^ 

«th  gaf  ]ioflDir» 

Ugaf  Loibca 

ok  litu  godia. 

•  •  • 

Ask  fik  6l»  ittDdft 

bdtir  YggMlMMill, 

nar-bathmr  wnui 

hvitaaolif 

thidiM  koDM  acfggvw^ 

thanid^&fia, 

stendr  ey  yftr  grMSB 

Urtharlrtiaiii* 


Powetfkl  tmdfdr. 
Three  Asoihome, 
Andjbynitnthore^ 
In  helpless  pHgkt^ 
Askand  Embla 
WUhouttkOrfitg. 

They  hsd  not  yet 
Spirit  or  mkndj 
Bloody  or  hesmty, 
Orlovefyktie. 
Odin  gmm  spirtiy 

Lo^urgmebktd 
Ann  ton^y  mk« 
•  •  • 

I  knomanttsh^ 
Named  Ygg-^taaill^ 
A  stately  in$^ 
WWi.  wiMte  dust  strem'M. 
T^ience  conm  ike  dews 
That  wet  the  dsd€§{ 
It  stands  aye  gr€en 
O'er  Urda't  mcH 


ThatlMii  kta»  istffjtt 
margs  vitaiidi, 
thrjir  ur  tltaim  ial» 
er  und  thoUi  Meddr  t 
UrthhttUona, 
ttthra  Y«MkMidi». 
8k&io&8khhi 
Skuld  faiiui  thrithiii. 
a  ■  • 

Ein  sat  hon  afi 
tha  hnm  aldni  kma 


Thence  come  ike  nMk 
Who  muefh  do  know  ; 
Three  from  the  haU 
Beneath  the  irecf 
One  they  nam*d  Wt% 
And  BetDgfMJrf, 
The  mrd^  SbaU  be. 
On  the  ^tkid  they  cut. 
a  •  a 

She  sat  without 
When  th^Antknt  oiytfy 
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ak  i  augo  kit* 

Hvos  ftitgntt  mik  ? 
hn  ftvkd^  min  ? 
aUt  fdt  ek  CMhfain, 
hvw  thtt  anga  hXt  tliStt; 
iinommOMa 
^nliiius  limiMii  * 
dieckr  mjtfth  Mfanir 
mjrTgmii  hverjan 
afvednV^MRrtfaan; 
vttothcaiiyelhafavat? 


Taldi  luBm  HofinHiiir 
hringa  ek  mtt ) 


f  dtpjtfU  spakHg 
•k  sp4gaiida.| 
ak  bon  vittditam  fitt 
•f  verafld  hveija. 

SUibon  iMdkjnr^ 
▼itt  um-konmsry 
garr&r  aft  Hlfaa 
tU  Goth  dg^ikr^ 
Skuldh^tkikli 
en  Skavgal  tinaor^ 

•k  Geir^kai^gtlL 
K(ierotaMMr 
Bonnor  Heijans, 
gavrfiur  at  ntha^ 
gmnd  valkj^ijor* 

Hdthihaaahito 
hvan  til  hkm  kaoiy 
•k  YKwlawtkp^ 
Ykti  hongasda^ 
tcith  hiMkkanni) 
tdtfaibonlakin; 
•  Tarhanlbgaft 
ttiar  fartdMHE* 

TliaisaDlMi>4ato% 


The  tniffid  gitd^ 
And  viewed  ^^fe* 

Wh^askyemef 
Why  tempt  ff»  me  9 
FuU  xveU  I  iMMp, 
Great  Odkt,whete 
Thine  eye  ihoti4ettf 
Jh  MimVs  <Mfl; 
T^fmmiaiH  pure  : 
Ateod  JfitfUtr  druuet 
Eaoh  motmkng  mem 
WUh  OdinU  pledge, 
Conceive  tye  Ikltf 

To  her  the  god 
CfhatOes  gave  . 
Both  coetly  rmgt 
And  tfOtdng  gold^ 
Theortofveaith 
And  witehen^ft  wioe^ 
By  which  ehe  mm 
Throuf^  ev'ry  world* 

Shemrm  FaB^pfiee 
Come^ffom  e^tr^ 
Ready  to  fide 
Toth'trOetofgod; 
SkuldhM^ke  shield, 
SkattgtU-oome  nejft,- 
Gwmr^  Hiidr^  Ou^ndbt^ 
And  Geir^tkavgul. 
T^ttf  now  are  told 
The  Warrior* t  Noms^ 
JRemiy^toHie 
The  VaSkyrieo, 

"RtHh-ehe  wttofkmtUt 
Wher^or  the  etme"; 
Theprophetom 
Cy  cunning  aftfi 
She  knew  right  wOl 
Bad  Ut€k  to  teethe^ 
AndmUmMrfxotte 
Her  omhf  tport, 

mffO  nturaor  tmwy 
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ffBam* 

fymihdmi, 

31Wjlrv<AcleV 

flr.Gollfdgo 

WsiHOkworU^ 

Whm  GmBoeig  wt» 

6kihmWtn 

Pkeed  am  the  jywr. 

luoiAbnodo; 

Whem  in  AorV  Aa0 

HUifW  BMMCM 

Tkqf  Sd  htr  bmm  ! 

Arimrbona, 

Thriee  the  tMt  hmii^ 

mgt,6MaMt, 

Thriee  the  wtt  horm. 

tbA  hon  «B  lifir. 

qft^nctMom, 

And^ehelhet. 

TU^kiv^n^wfU 

WW  I9^m  fHV  ^WC  VW^Fv 

imrkMi^ 

ITMf  to  Ilk;  Arwr^ 

gimilMilfiggoih^ 

7^iMr^«^, 

ok  imi  tiuit  gijttiiB  8 

^IMfAcUlMlid^.* 

brlit  ikyldo  Air 

cUia  ikjFldo  gotfiia  mA 

OmA*Amtmim 

gWidga? 

J^MoMflg; 

Or»A<!<Jber4iI 

7V««NiijibMtfA0tf 

Svottin  w  uotj^vfljid^ 

ir«rv  ftroftm  fMw 

k«g»6M| 

T9ktf  fnitfi  iwfff 

lai&ttiiVai»v%^ 

CfAmbarg, 

Bymurd^roms  Vmua 

icjrgdiiOaimi 

Wholotk^JUd. 

ok  i  fSlk  um-^kMt, 

Forth  Odhijkm 

tiiat  w  «BB  ftlk.T% 

Andtheiarmmit 

Vntihconi. 

ThhrnmHerwag 

Thejb-H  that  ^er 

Wat  in  Oke  worUU 

Th&iiiifoiiBMittvll 

When  oM  the  pomen 

4faTkat6]», 

WMto^thtome, 

giiwhellfiggoth, 

The  hol^  gods 

okiimtluiftg0ttas2 

AndhMammOtg 

^fcrlitftfailopiam 

Whohadihetir 

Iwvoived'ktJUmetf 

otlir«ttj{$feiiiig 

OrOdder'tmM 

OdMiDiygtftia? 

To  gimOi  gkietu 

Tbdrcmntlivm 

ThenThordkme 

Ilir6ii«^m6thi; 

WatimiUmmdj 

hannqaldiii  ntr. 

HeteUomeUe 

«b«iiaUkt<M»pi; 

IFJdiDpMlJWMvt 
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otth  ok  fSBBrl, 

er  k  methal  fdro.   ^ 


Broim  were  0001$ 
AmdpnmUes^ 
AndMeOHiracti 
Thathad  beenmode. 


Vdt  Imh  HcimtfaaDar 
bom  um^fililgit 
und  IwitlnFODum 
helgom  bttthmi : 
i  for  hon  austt 
ftiugoiD  foni) 
•fvethiValfiiTthiin: 
Titoth  eon,  etfaa  IxnX  f 


S61t«kr«iftBms 
•%r  fold  i  mar  i 
nveffft  M  niimu 
bdtliar  ttioniiir 


nth  aJdur-nan ; 
kir  hkhtli 

Vlth  fatmUl  IjllnHli 


5ft«  JbunM  «A«r«M 
Liei  HekndaPthomy 
Futtdeeptfenetiih 
The  $oere4tree» 
SheteetaJlooA 
Ruth  down  ^fiU 
From  Odin'ipledgey 
Conedoe  ^  tfet9 
•        •        • 

1^  mm  imrm  pak  f 
The  tpaciotu  earth 
I%e  tea  engulf  i 
FromheavenJM 
The  Utddttarts 
jii^endoftimc 
The  vapottrt  rage^ 
Aad  plojifiiljlamet 
Iwoohe  1h€  Met. 


S^  bon  i^pkofiui 

av^unniim 

jorthori^ 

idnagran»: 

fidUlbnar, 

flygr  tenn  jvtf 

^eriiam 

fiakayci^dr 

HittasiBnr 
iltbanlU, 
ok  um  moM-AliilIr 
mfctkar  doenat 
akndniias  tbat 
&meg^d6iiia; 
tkkHmAfviL^tjB 
ftsnar  vAsar* 

K«no6i&iMr 

akrarvasa; 

bifltmluiallibatiia, 

Baldnrmonkomas 

((latiMir^«rte 


Sheteetarlte 
The  teeond  Ikne 
From  0^  teoy  tike  earfh 
CompUUiif  gremt 
Catcaiet  do  fiUy 
neeagktoort 
Thaiomthehmt 
Purtttethlepreif* 

Thegodt  eomem 
OmldaUidabu, 

And  talk  of  mam 
The  wormqfdtufm 
Theif  call  to  mind 
Their  firmer  mighty 
And  ^*  ancient  nmei 
CjfFimbtdt^. 

Shattffield  their  growth 
AttiOtthattoeate; 
Balder  thaU  come^ 
AndimU^ithffattth*' 
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Hropts  «igUp(|i^    * 

ve  valtiTa : 

▼itoth  euiy  eUm  hv^t  f 

Sal  ser  boD  Btanda 
i61ofegnh 
guUi  thiddhan ' 
4GiinU(h^); 
thar  skulodyggvar 
dr6ttir  bjggb, 
ok  urn  aldnr  dags 
yndiaiiidtiu 


In  HrepCs  oMetm 
Soffy  vartior'godsy 

A  haUdie  tees 

OuUhime  the  ntih 
OfgoldUsrorf, 
It  Hands  itt  hcavem 
The  virtMOut  there 
ShaU  always  dtpdT^ 
And  evermore 


In  the  deatfa^flong  of  Regner  Lodbrok^  we  are  furnished  widi 
an  interesting  spedmen  of  Scandinavian  poetrf  >  wUefa,  besides 
exhibiting  the  state  of  the  art,  gives  a  striking  description  of  the 
spirit  which  predominated,  and  the  manners  which  obtained  among 
the  northeiTi  nations  at  the  period  of  its  composition.  Regner 
was  king  of  Penipiajeik^  ^nd  flourished  towards  the  dose  of  the 
eighth  ceniury.  In  the  course  of  his  piratical  expeditions  he 
landed  in  England,  where,  af^  committing  a  number  of  depre« 
dations,  and  fighting  numerous  battles,  he  was  made  prisoner  by 
Ella,  a  Northumbrian  prince.  As  a  punishment  for  the  outrages 
he  had  committed,  he  was  shut  up  in  a  dungeon  filled  with  8er« 
pents,  and  while  the  pcri^n  he  received  &om  their  bite  was  ope« 
rating,  he  sang  the  following  warlike  and  forodoajs  song : 

LODBROKAR  QTIDA.   LODBROK'S  DEATH^SONG.  • 


FLOQKIU 

Hiuggom  Ter  med  hiaurfi 

LOBllROK. 

Hitt  Ttr  d  Qmr  iMJo^i 
Er  i  Gaut4uidi  jsflngQiD 
At  graf-Titnia  mofdi ;      ^ 
Thk  fengom  ver  Tboio. 
Thathan  hcto  oue  fyrdar, 
Er  ling-al  um  lagd**c, 
Lod-Brok.    At  thvi  vigi 
SUM:k  ec  &  stordat-lyddo 
St&li  biartni^sifla. 


CH011F& 
We  hew^d  taUh  our  Swords  ! 

LODBJLOX. 

When  Jirst  we  itmd^  <m  iMe  Gctkie 
thorey  vengeance  foon  a^crtook  t^  wily 
dragon  miner  qftfmgufumd^twas  then 
I  won  my  Thonu  Men^  caWd  fv  Lod* 
hrokyjhm  what  Umel^skw  the  snaky 
dweller  of  the  heath.  At  that  assauU^ 
my  pointy  inlaid  with  hurmJCd  gold^ 
tran^'d  the  cirding  mamtif  ff  the 
earth. 


*  Both  the  original  text  and  the  translation  are  taken  from  the  edition  of  tbt 
Poem  ipublished  m  Copenhagen,  1782^  by  the  Rev:  James  JohoatoQe,  A^M. 
ChapUun  to  the  British  Embassy  at  the  Court  of  Dmaaak, 
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Hiuggom  v«ar  mc4  biaiinri* 


We  h€w*4  wUh  <mr  Smor^  i 


HcUdr  var  m  uagr  tbi  «r  ^^Bfopi       BloomiHg  wa$  my  ifoyfh  p&M  M«f 


Undornffeoom  vvgl 

Fengom  ym  tbar  tOi  «uiig9 
Vitb  ha-fichncU  hialnm 
Haozd  ikm  wkSU  vtrdar. 
Aflr  vir  aegir  wriliBsu 
Od  hrafin  i  val*hlodi 


at  Eyra^i  ttrmiiSy  Offodmg  haitd$  fte 
gtuh*d  fir  the  miUtiag  volvctf  9nd 
gotdm-fiated  hug  qf  Urii^tbiP^^ 
wMk  our  tcmpir'd  $ted  nmg  (m  the 
Mgh-^eam^d  hdm^  they  fiund  a  rich 
repast.  Gore  dUtMd  the  iety.  The 
raven  taaded  throtigh  the  bho^  tf  the 


HiuggoiB  ver  mtd  hiauivi 

Halt  bMcm  thi  fe]n» 
£r  tTi-togir  talduDs 
Oc  iyr  rutfaom  vithiu 
Unaow  kum  Jarls 
Avgtx  i  DjofHB^pad, 
Gcr»  feogom  tU>  gMfpi 
GMdng  M  tbri  1^ 
SvdU  fell  i  MUin 
Sae.    Tyndi  Uth  aetL 


We  hea^d  vUh  our  Svoriet 

Iligh  I  lore  my  lanccy  Q9d  944c  I 
.  carried  my  eiuoi^im'4  blade  hi^fire  I 
numbered  twtaty  yearu  Eight  £ark 
graced  my  triumfht  ai  ffic  J)vinaU 
mouih — there  iH  thtJSikon  enJlfirtffi9ie4 
wiA  plentaome  meal^  Th^  jfrhrifOH 
eweat  of  death  pot$redim  the  nUenw* 
Waniore  lost  their  Uve^ 


HtdttiM  %TOMi  T»iUi  ainhH 
ThimKtkmffi^htBm/iaa 
Til  heim-aala  CHhins. 
iMigdpm  iifip  &  IA&. 
Fiodr  n&U«  <li4  \ik^ 
AuU  vir  iis4»  giHlM 
A  fo  Bodin  hflilp. 
Greniadi  bnndr  i  bryniflu 
Ben-cOder  klufb  scilldL 

HlaggODiie?  nrt  biaafvL 
Uynec/Hii«lhi%di 

HaB-Mmhr  i  0lgv  6BJL 
IQ^aiacgiMMdMn 
Aimar  Jariotfi  ftMgpi 
iMBdmi^ynadliSiUef^ 
A  Ung^adpOM  adtti  s 
SAbaraUEfiiigrvitiift 
Snart  fram  i  tttyr  hiaxta. 


Wehcw'dwiih^ur:Slword9t 

Beideu'eqmn  Maig'^  ^  <^^ 
tffinu^  vhUe  to  the  baJ^^Qdy$  m 
dispatdCd  Helsinga'e  rg^e,  Q^rgal' 
leys  entered  Iv^'^  fio^  Kml^t  ^ 
the  jftather'd  arrfqt.  Spt^am*  p^ 
ing  from  the  rfe^Mg  «qOPtf4^  IWH 
fiag^d  the  redi'msig  tprrefi$.  Slw^ffdt 
rung  upon  the  Wentftt^laMf  iM^^ 
weapons  cleft  the  t«r§ik 

W^hm'dwiifiimSwritf 

MetfOnks  niy^  from  Ihe  Wtk 
turm'd  HU  *inids$  his  wit^  sUi^ 
fierce  Herra^  4j^  WhUe  fostinf 
fo  the  destkCd  part^  UQ  £arl^  </  okt^ 
home  hy  the  fimdmg  oimssprt  ^  thf 
maiuj  morefmrkfs  phn^d  the  «»• 
fimTs  haunt.  Aye  Mf  dsf^pd  hemt 
fropdPd  hxn^  hiodlgtlg  throng  tfm 
troubled  fight. 
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iiiag^^ini  TV  mod  hitnnri* 

Hot  kMtadu  ikiaiilldini 
thk  er  rae-gigttl  nodi 
B«iftr  at  gunma  briostoin. 
Bchi  Sevpa-akcrionr 
Scai-bflldr  at  hialkliL 
BoChhui  Tvth  randar-mftiii, 
Athr  Ralh  Cooongr  feOL 
Dieif  or  hauDda  hanaom 
notr  a  brjnior  iviti* 


hmtds^  the  ryien  qflifry  Jlem  wrmih^ 
fid  fitm  their  eoMorOe  agwbui  the 
boeomt  afihe  bttroe.  At  Stmrpt  tknia 
emeOp  hacked  the  trmchmi  battle-mx. 
Bed  were  the  bordere  of  &mr  mooi^ 
Mddt^m^ King Rmfn died.  TUte^ 
fid  bloody  tpurOng  from  the  templet  of 
^vaUtrnt^mu  driftedomA^htmett. 


Hiuggom  ver  med  IdmrrL 

HUt  greniotbo  hrottar 
Athar  k  UOar-Akri 
!Ey-atemn  Conoogr  ftUi. 
Gengom  gidli  fathir 
Gnindar  Tab  at  luryDdom. 
Bae-kindin  neidi  randfar 
Bittr  at  hialroa-mod. 
8?  ixm-vin  or  sirom 
S?eif  of  hiana  kki&r. 


We  hew'd  wi^  our  Smordtl 

OnUUaUfUkmkmdroor'dthei 
ore  to  our  Jbret  King  £itl^  horned, 
Glemmbtgim  gold  the  tttrnghTrom  JIM 
we  trmeri'd.  T%e  toper*d  Imtee^  in- 
digmntyhor'dtheikield^atthehelm'd 
coif/Bct.  RUtty  qf  wimy  hme^  warm 
from  the  wotmded  necky  Jhm*d  domm 
the  heroes  thoulder. 


l^nggom  vtr  med  hiaurri* 

Hafk  gUo  tfi&  hrafhar 
fynr  IndjTii  eyio 
Aenia  brU  at  dha; 
FcDgoin  Falo-hcatoui 
FuIIaii  TerdatnimL 
HH  var  flint  at  gaeCai 
Med  ttpp-nma  nlar 
Stfdng-Taiikir  aa  dc  ftiga: 
Scaee  Ibnr  af  aer  1 


We  hew'd  wlA  omr  Sworit! 

The  meHOtIndoro*eitkmighiJbr 
himte^have  torn  a  mmfimotu  bampuL 
We  eoom  froemr'd  a  gimlfmut  meol 
fir  FoWi  ifee^woheo^^athmAe 
ioraletftmeed  <^  worrhr*s  tody.  By 
the  orient  hmp  of  Ught^  I  mw  ah^ 
ttorttng  ficm  the  etring,  TheJIexUt 
yew  eentfirih  the  barbed  reed. 


MitiggoiD  ytt  Died'liiaurtL 

HSLdom  rendor  i  dreyra 
Toa  er  iK)ii*uiTara  bencniii 
Fjnr  Borg-midar-liolinL 
Hregg-flcy  dito  bringa* 
Hrati  Umr  af  ter  fnllmi 
TulnirfUlatTigi;' 
Var-at  eiim  Oonongr  meiri. 
Val  rak  vidt  of  itraiidir. 
Taigr  fagnatfai  ta&L 


We  hew^d  with  our  Sworde! 

Stained  were  our  MOde  wWkgoro 
when  on  BorgundaU  itk  we  bent  <Ae 
tnutybow.  Clondtqfarromtflere'd 
ffte  dote^ring'd  hameoe.  Fnkter  woe 
H^ngled  in  (Ae  carnage  mo  <^ief  woe 
more  renown'd.  Crowded  wom  the 
strand  with  a  eada9*rom$  wreck.  The 
taoage  beatt  was  gladdea^d  wHk  Mk 
frep. 
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Hioggom  ?er  med  hiaiir?L 

Hflldr  w  wjni  i  vexti 
Athr  Freyre  oononar  feUi 
I  Flsnuiigui  vcUdi. 
NdtU  mn  at  bita 
Bloth-onelltr  i  gjUtaii 
Hsugna-kufl  athiaUdri 
Hudr  ben-griiill  fordom* 
Maer  gret  moigin  aaien : 
Mamg  tha  er  tafii  fiekz  TSiugoni. 


We  htm*d  cpiM  our  Svorii  ! 

High  waxed  Ae  joyt  qf  Hilda  when 
Off  the  Belgkm  phim  King  Freyer 
ttoop'd  to  fite.  There  the  hard  Idue 
fikhhn  Jbrced  i*i  way^  tm^  drenched 
in  hloodt  it  rent  the  goUen  cuirass. 
The  virgin  waiTd  that  dami^  mom 
--•'she  saw  a  cojpiousfiast  prepared  fir 
ratTnittg  wohfes. 


Hfnggom  yer  med  hiaiirvli 

Hnndrodmn  fr&  ec  liggia 
A  ej-nefif^undrom 
Thar  er  En^-nes  heitir. 
Sigldom  ver  tin  sneno 
Sex  daegor  ftdr  lid  fellL 
Attorn  oddapinetBo 
Vid  appnina  solar. 
V  aid  tytix  TOTom  sTflfdom 
Val-thiofr  i  styr  falla. 


We  hew^d  wi^  o$tr  Swords  ! 

At  Engla-wEs^  I  oov,  hy  hundreds 
were  the  adversaries  strewed  among 
their  thips  that  trnVd  around  onr  isles. 
For  six  long  days  our  galBes  speeded 
to  the  contest'  humhledt  at  last^  was 
ffte  insulting  foe.  Wi^  the  uprising 
sun  we  dtaunted  the  matins  of  dirt 
battle.  Amidst  ^stiryWaldeoe  was 
doomed  to  sink  beneath  our  swords. 


Hiuggomi  ver  med  hlaurvi* 

Htundi  dangg  af  iterdem 
Qryn  i  Bartha*firdi> 
Bleican  n4  lyrir  haoka. 
ViBdi  ftlmr  tliar  er  oddaf 
An-hifttt  btto  skyrtor 
I  slidor-loga-seniio 
Svoliiis  batte  thaeMar. 
Rendi  onnr  til  unda 
£itr-hvas8  drifiDn  tydta. 


We  hew'd  with  our  Swords  ! 

By  Berffu*s  haoen  down  from  our 
poinUdistilTd  the  dew  of  death.  Wan 
lay  the  Ufiless  trunk  befbre  the  hawk. 
Loud  hummed  the  boW'String^^^-shafts^ 
hurrying  thro*  the  glare  cf  brands  aMH 
Ouath'd,  tran^d  the  morion  *midH 
the  press  qf  dose  wooe  armour.  Mean' 
time  our  swords^  sharp  as  the  veer's 
poisouy  ope*d  the  bleeding  gash,  . 


Hinggftai  Ter  med  ImninrL 

HeOdom  falackar-tnnlldom 
Hitt  at  hildar-leiki, 
Fyrir  Hiadmnga-TagL 
Sii  knatto  thfc  Seggir 
Krmmdiodom  sdanlldo 
At  brae-siUna  hiatdri 
HiAkn  dhnadan  gotna. 
Var*at  aem  biaita  bnithi 
I  bing  bi^  ter  leg^ia^ 


We  het^d  with  our  Swords  ! 

Near  HadningaU  bay  Mgh  towered 
our  crests  in  fierce  encounter.  While 
in  the  feU  dispute  we  spUt  the  shiver'd 
targe  y  men  might  observe  our  baneful 
fUcMons  deave  the  casques  qf  heroes-^ 
the  sight  was  pleasing  to  my  heart  as 
when  my  blooming  bride  I  seated  by 
me  on  the  chair  of  state. 
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HiuggODi  TOT  nod  liiiurvL 


Hmvd  kom  rid  •  i 
KftrfdlnidrtiliMrdv 
A  ypfflijiiibHt-laiidii 
y«r*«t  mn  dna  otto 
Ajoldom  thanrf  at  frjb 
HiUdamleik  thar  «r  hvMOf 
Hift]m-fto&  Into  ddonar. 
Var*at  sem  unga  eddo 
I  «imd*vegi  kistaV 


117  Atfv'i}  flM  Mr  teor^Zf  / 

Hardcamelketefiifailofwm't^pom 
our  bucklers^  tiUhw  kiftkefiemtibe 
Northumbrkm  tkonc  Nom^  mt  Umt 
mormngy  needed  nmtelhent^fkd^pmt 
ofHUda.  TkeiemfendedgtSkoiiei 
fted^capt  tkulh  IkewoemewatnocetuM 
whenlwelomiCdAeyotahJklwiiBmto 
my  throne  pre'€wUiteKL 


Hinggom  ver  med  hiaurvi* 

Herr-tfaSofi  mod  Mrthit 
I  Sodor-Eytom  Mil^Qm     ' 
EHfovi  a  Torom  maunnom  2 
Yard  i  ratidA-Tegni 
JUmgD-iraUdr  iyiffohiiiga : 
^  kom  iMMlor  of  bauka 
Harmr:  at  sreida-gusti 
HTart  kaotadi  hrittir 
Aim  ttniogJaga  pafaoL 


WeJ^'dtriAom^Sfmoriil 

G*er  my  men/br  HeHkkfwag  de-^ 
creed  a  splendid  vkiory  in  Ae  Stt^ 
rey$f  RogivoMfii^d  i^fiire  the  «t9rm 
of  spears.  T^mkkapiflkeir  pr^ 
vider  fiiU  sort  the  hamks  hetstiTd^ 
amidst  the  gitst  of  smorde^  m^er  dU 
tfie  string  of  his  tmerring  bom  iitmiet 


flC**  ^^  mod  iitaitETt* 

Htmt  ml  thvcrr  of  aimaii. 
Oladr  ¥aid  .gaa  btotkir : 
Goto  Tid  foknar  lalt. 
Jitit  d  amn  ne  jlgi 
Mcrlr^BdifOndi 
(Mot  voffd  mllma  oc  ritat) 
Mar-iteam  oonoBgr  fittta. 
V*id  i  Vodn4bcU 
VaI«UftigaAt] 


Weket^imUhofir0mos4if 

In  heaps  pronnecuont  was  piled  the 
enemy.  Giad  woe  the  hkidred  of  Ike 
Fakon^from  HheahmCrmte  thmU  1ht§ 
loded  an  approaching  fiatL  MarMm 
Erin's  £^,  whehCd  hy  the  ir't^ 
sleetj  atttty*d  the  hmnger  <tftbe  engf^ 
and  the  wolf.     Z^  eUin  nt  Wods^^e 


Binggnm-wt  mod  luaurvi. 

Himdmaiga  Bak  oc  ialla 
Jftoi]giii«*tQnd  §ynt  moidi 
Hflon  at  odda-fODiio. 
Syni  miiiom  hnoit  onemma 
l^tdv-thom  vid  hiarta : 
£giD  kt  Agnarraentan 
U4>knillian  hal-Ufi. 
Ghimdi  geirr  vith  Hamdk 
6nui.4erL    BUko  medd. 


We  hen/*d  wklhmr  SwmitJ 

Numerous  were  the  handty  wUeh^ 
with  the  early  dawn,  I  spkd  in  ^  sort 
onset  slanghiered.  7Vn>  joo»  a  ihamf 
issuing  from  its  Aeath^etungd^kemt 
of  my  son  Bsgner^^^tmat  £gU  r0 
the  fiarless  youA  tf  lyt.  Wetpam 
Sunder* d  on  onr  eted^prorf  omoatf 
Owrpemwnsgltftm9din^dslt»^ 
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Egl  amitt  fynr  Ulb 
EadilB  mtha  braundoiB. 
VwaAa-TikiKScaAi 
Scm  TiA  coner  UkL 


O-lbr  i  djB-geini 

Soorai  var  Seegltr  kftp* 
At  Sdsandtmgm  hialldrL 


ITtf  hem'd  wUk  mr  Swordit 

I  ietcriedtiteSornqfEn^trmto 
ihHr  prtmUsey  carving  BbertBif  fur  (hs 
W)heu  DeHghtfd  wa$  the  iityv  at 
Scahi  at  when  the  damede  hrk^  ^ 
purple  wine»  Red  were  em  eteeie 
ihat  bound  along  the  tmrge.  Amidst 
the  din  ofarme  fitU  oft  was  SeeguPs 
iron  vesture  ripfd  h$  SkhUfs  toK% 


Hiuggon  ver  mcd  bia«rfi 

Hftf^kgnui  A  te  hnuokva 
Me^  twng  at  moigiit 

Vai'ait  mh  yxmmx  kngnr 
Yin-kfln  nimu  baoci 
Om  i  Da-fondL 
Atfai  Aum  Conongr  fdH 
Banth  m&na  stL  ec  bresta 
Bii  th¥i  fira  fifi. 

Hhi^^oni  vtt  ined  MaiifvL 

'mOsmtmd^i^txmngai 
LiikiyiarliBdia-Efii 
Vid  LaiaiMigft  UiMyub 
Fltan  litti  ibfi  fiigM 
CFflS  raaigr  i  gyn  XTM, 
Haokr  ddt  hdd  med  vugj^ 
At  hann  hdU  thatbaa  kacmL 
Iia  blotb  i  aegiD 
AeritftQini 


Hiaggom  Y«r  med  hiannri. 


CMarfWiHiDdai^^acfti. 
81a  Mmi  Antagola^SyW 
OfaBim 


^  frip  nets  d  VNB  mpt  Stsofde  t 

WOhihe  risitig  sm  we  salts  the  iifoef 
efihs  maidf  and  the  wooer  ^Ae  vl* 
dowf  JMnting  leanteoms  in  his  Mu,^ 
Pleasant  was  the  s^  at  I1a*s  straits^ 
as  when  the  mkMring  vttgim  hrntdi 
the  fuming  gotkL  Mrs  MOng  Amm 
fiO^  I  mark'd  the  warding  Meld  t» 
pieces  hadced^  and  tJiitfltAnt  gasp  in 
deaffu 

We  hew'd  wUh  our  Swords  t 

SouAatLeineterfWUkthekwhhig 
day^  commenced  m  stuihom  atrt^gk 
against  ^sree  Idngs^  Few  went  pyom 
from  that  cwifiisi.m^  cew*d^  dosui 
that  they  esc^dmthuH.  WWitlha 
wolfs  wide  gapktg  j/mss  faU  mm§ 
sunk.  The  Faieon*s  ^ftiitiy'  poum 
ced^mangkdOmbs.  ErinUhtood^ 
streaming  from  the  deokSyJkw*d  on 
the  deep  beneaOu 

We  hew'd  wi^mnrlShordst 


liodilm  vir  ut  fyiir  tjA 
Arflog-diekiito. 


Shkldswere  rtoenhy  the  tftj/ki 
Jkkhion.  Bladssy  riek  with  rud^ 
goldf  retoumded  om  themaHqfMUdg. 
Future  ages  shaB  review  the  spot  all 
Mono's  shorty  where^  in  arrwifj  We 
etaOced  to  heard  the  aieersarp.  Owr 
spear Sy  «v{/t  as  the  dragon*s  fight^ 
were  de^ydped  along  that  bMk  where 
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Hiuggnta  Tor  med  himirvL 

Hverr  le  drengr  at  fegri 
At  hann  i  odds-di 
Aundverdr  Utinn  Tertbi  ? 
OptntirBiaefi 
£i  aUdrcgi  nittir. 
Bit  qvethm  argan  cggia 
Amtm  at  billdar-leiki : 
Hog-Uauthom  kemr  hvorgi 
Hiarta  sitt  at  gagnL 


What  ymA  isjbhtr  amtrngmem  . 
iftoN  he,  ttho^fir  aivtmdng  1kr&  Ihe 
hkut  qfJav'Umtj  bmii  wtier  adoerm 
womntU'-they  *teape  not  hmwrnn  woe 
that  thm  the  horifimght  Jkid.  Vet 
Hit  h&ri  to  egg  the  amord  wml  to 
deeds  qffmmhood-~^dmetard*$  heort 
ne*er  moves  him  on  to  fiats  ofvdomr. 


Hiaggon  Tir  mad  hiBurrif 

Hitt  tel  ec  iafiit  at  gangi 
At  8am-lo0  srerda 
Svcnn  1  moci  fraiu 
Hniick?*at  thegn  iyrir  tliegtii : 
That  var  drenga  atliall  leogt 
Ae  Kal  Mt»viiir*m^^ 
Ein-haidr  i  dyn-fverda. 


We  he»*d  vttft  am-  JSfmordt! 

That  I  esteem  flir  combat  when^at 
the  rude  httervkm  of  svords^  ym&k 
meetshisyouthjamd  thorn  yields  not  to 
thane  this  tvasy  in  ancient  fMner, 
the  pride  of  diie^  Bold  Oton^dlha 
hoerqf  the  fiir  be  seen  amidst  Ihebat^ 
Ik's  whirlwind.       ' 


Hiuggom  rer  m«d  hiaiml 

Hirt  synic  mer  Eamiar 
At  for-Iaugom  fylgiom. 
F&rr  gengr  of  acaup  noma. 
£igi  hugda  ec  EIIo 
At  aOdi^lagi  ndno 
Tb4  er  ee  Uoth-tali  hreidda*e, 
Oc  bocd  i  laug  keyithaV : 
Vitt  fengom  thi  vaigi 
Ycrth  i  SScoi-landa  fiadtidom. 


We  hew*d  vrith  our  Swords! 

Experience  protfes  that  we  mnHfoU 
low  destiny.  Few  can  evade  the  pO' 
tency<fflae.  Little  did  I  dftmn  thai 
e'er  my  days  by  £Ua  won^d  he  homnS^ 
ed-^whenlstrew'dhU  landwitktka 
slain^-^jwhen  I  led  my  ships  into  kit 
havens — when  we  gorged  the  boasts  iff 
prey  along  the  Scottish  bays. 


Hinggam  Tor  m«d  hiaorvL 

Hitt  hlaeir  mic  i^^«*t 
At  Baldors  fedor8*becki 
Buna  Tdt  ec  at  ■umblon^ 
Bfedmn  bior  at  bnigtM 
Or  biug-fiiboiD  haun. 
Syta  d  drengr  Tid  daoda 
lUn  at  Fiaulnis  husem : 
Egi  k«m  ec  mad  aetliio 
OrthtflVkhnibiQaK. 


We  hew*d  with  our  Swords  ! 

But  stilL,  there  is  a  never-failing 
consolation  Jbr  my  spirit^-^^he  beard 
of  Balder's  sire  stands  open  to  Ae 
brave.  Soon  from  the  fo^s  cycfaaj 
skuUweU  drink  Uie  mnber  beverage- 
Departed  heroes  know  nogriefr  when 
once  they  enter  the  pahoe  cf  dread 
Fkdner^J^tt  not  approath  Ifo  courts^ 
Vithris  withthe filtering  v$ieetffi». 
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Hhiggom  ver  mid  hiauzTi 

Her  TiDdo  mic  allir 
Burir  AiUagtr  bmuidom 
BUurtom  hilldi  ▼«kuu 
£f  Tindliga  vioi 
Of  vith-£mur  cMsar  2 
Hve  u-f«ir  onnar 
Eitor-ftilfir  mic  ffiti. 
Mothernis  fedc  ee  minom 
Mangom  ffft*t  hianrto  dnga. 

Hiuggom  vtac  med  hiauiTi. 

Haidk  Hdr  at  arfe. 
Orimt  itendr  grand  af  iiadin. 
Qmn  byggir  salhiarta. 
Vantom  hins  at  Yithria 
Taundr  i  Ello  standL 
Sonom  minom  man  svella 
Sinn  saudor  rddin  vecda^ 
£i  mano  ■narpir-sveinar 
^tt  kyxt  vera  lata. 


We  hern^d  wUh  our  Swordi  I 

Soom  woM  the  tmt  of  Admg 
e9me^arm*d  with  ^eirjlamimg  bnmit, 
to  wake  the  hattky  did  they  but  knom 
of  our  fiAtckimct^-'Jwbat  a  twarm  of 
vipers  J  big  tvUh  venom,  iting  my  body  ! 
— /  eought  m  noble  mother  fir  my 
cMitfrm— Ofif  that  might  impart  ad' 
-venfrom  hearts  taoar  potteri^* 


We  hew'd  wUh  our  Swordsi 

Norn  to  my  hHr  devdhee  the  cromm, 
Crim  seem  the  terrors  ef  the  adder* 
Serpents  nest  wUMn  myhearVs  re^ 
cesses—^  Uis  the  cordial  o/my  soul, 
that  ViihrU'  lance  shaU  soon  stick  fist 
in  Ella.  My  sons  will  sxtOl  with  ven* 
geance  ai  their  parents  doom^^-thoee 
generous  youths  vifl^  stu^  firego  Uis 
snettsofpeaoe. 


Hiuggom  Ter  med  hianrvi. 


Hefi*c  fim«tio  1 
Folk«orro0lor  ftamdar 
Flein-thingB-bothi  oc  eino. 
Minna  hugda  ec  manna 
At  mer  vera  skjrUdi 
(Ungr  nam*c  odd  at  rioda) 
Annan  Konongr  firaegri : 
Ottmano  iEsir  bioda 
£i*at  fytandi  dandi 


We  hew*d  wUh  our  Swords  t 

FuUJ^  times  my  lamee^  dire  di^ 
vastaHon's  harbinger,  amnoune'd  the 
distant  enterprise.  Methinks  no  Kifig 
has  truer  cause  to  gU>ry~.JU  was  the 
pastime  of  my  boyish  days,  to  tinge  my 
spear  tMh  Wood.  The  immortals  xsUt 
permit  my  presence  in  thrir  company* 
No  sighjhaU  ^tr  ^Ugrace  my  exiL 


Fysomz  bini  at  h«tta. 

Hdm  bioCba  mar  Dior 
S«m  fra  berians  haullo 
Hefir  Odinn  mer  sendar. 
OUthr  scan  ec  aul  med  Aaom 
I  aond-vegi  dredca. 
Ufr  eio  litbnar  ttmidir. 
Laegiandi  acaU  cc  deyia. 


Now  let  us  cease  our  Song! 

Seet  ^  celestial  virgins^  seat  from 
that  HaU  where  Odin's  martial  traim 
resides,  invite  me  home*  There  happy 
on  my  high-rais'd  throne,  VU  quqff' 
the  barley*s  mellowed  juices.  ThemP" 
mentsqfmyUfiareJled*  Thesmike 
of  death  compose  my  pbcid  visage* 
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At  iStie  time  tbe  abotie  poem  was  ccmipdiNd^  et  about  die  end  of 
tihe  eighth  ceaUxtrj,  die  poetrj  of  the  northern  nmtions  began  to 
SBsane  a  rery  diArent  garb  fron  that  by  whiek  their  egrHef  pro- 
duction^  had  been  diMingukiiM.  Their  poets  abattdoned  the 
ample  and  natural  style  of  antiquity,  attempted  to  zBduce  their 
compositions  to  fimciful  metrical  rules,  and  introduced  a  vast 
number  c£new  species  of  versification.  They  not  only  used  the 
utmost  liberty  in  the  transposition  of  word^  and  earned  theb  lae- 
taphors  to  the  most  extravagant  lengdis,  but  indvlgcd  in  the 
wildest  fiincies,  and  swelled  so  much  into  the  bombastic,  as,  in 
many  instances,  to  become  perfectly  ridiculous. 

But  the  Botuce  of  the  venification  was  not  m«ve  different  from 
that  of  die  oncsenta,  than  were  the  sulgeots  of  the  poems  them- 
selves. While  die  earllet  compositions  embrace  abstract  ideas, 
ethics,  mythology,  the  pastoral  life,  &c  the  more  recent  re-echo 
scarcely  any  odier  sound  than  the  horrid  uproar  of  war.  The 
same  mytholqgical  ideas  are  found  in  boUi,  which  proves  them  to 
be  die  productioiii  of  the  same  people ;  but  the  caettmstanees  in 
which  they  were  composed  were  altogether  difierent.  The  for- 
mer were  put  together  in  times  of  peace,  when  the  poet  had  no 
impending  invasion  to  describe,  no  wairiors  to  animate,  no  mar* 
tial  exploits  to  celebrate,  nor  any  particular  enemy  against  whom 
to  level  the  shafts  of  poetkal  invective.  In  the  ktter,  little  else 
is  heard  than  the  tocsin  of  war,  the  dadddg  df  diields,  or  the 
&natical  cries  of  wounded  and  dying  warriors. 

This  remarkable  change  in  the  effusions  of  the  northern  muse, 
is  easily  accounted  for,  by  adverting  to  the  political  circumstaBces 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Scandinavia.  They  weve  divided  under  die 
rule  of  a  number  of  petty  princes,  who  were  continually  canying 
on  war  against  each  other ;  and  some  of  the  more  poweriul  ex« 
tended  their  conquests  into  foreign  countries,  and  acquired  an  im- 
mense booty,  which  diey  bfought  back  on  their  retiitn  to  their 
native  coimtry.  On  these  expeditions,  each  prince  was  attended 
by  his  poet-kureat,  who  sang  the  deeds  of  his  royal  ancestors,  ce- 
lebrated his  own  military  virtues,  and  animated  his  wairiors  to 
feats  of  warlike  glory. 

From  the  time  ef  Regnar  Lodbrok  to  the  days  of  Snant>  Stur- 
luson,  comprisiug  a  period  of  three  centuries,  we  meet  with  a 
series  of  upwards  of  two  hundred  celebrated  poets,  whose  exist- 
ence is  established  by  the  most  indubitable  historical  proo&;  and 
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of  tlie  poetical  campondons  of  eig^ity  of  ihesf >  icsUared  fingw 
menti  are  atill  extant  in  the  Sagaa^  and  especially  in  diat  port  a£ 
the  more  Tecont  EMbl,  called  the  Ktnmngar,  where  we  find  ncav* 
If  five  htiiidred  veraes  quoted  fiiiom  their  rtflpective  poems^  in  il- 
lustration of  the  rules  laid  down  in  that  treatise. 

The  feflowing  is  a  list  of  sane  of  the  more  eminent  poetf  of 
this  period: 

Regner  Lodbrok,  whose  death^iong  is  inserted  above. 

Ef^  SkcdlagrinuotL  His  piindpal  poem  is  the  ^  Hdfiidi* 
kuso,"  or.  The  Bedemption  of  his  Head»  which  he  oomposed  in 
praise  of  Eirik  Blodoxe,  king  of  Norway,  and  thereby  saved  hia 
life.  It  forms  one  of  the  ^e  pieoes  of  Runic  poetry,  paldished 
London  1763,  Svo. 

Emar  Skaiaglam,  author  cf  the  '^  Velekb,"  a  poem  on  ^  he^ 
roic  exploits  of  Hakon  JarL 

Eyviftd  ShaidtupUkr,  whose  '^  HakonarmAl,"  or  Eulqgium  of 
Hakon,  is  reckoned  <nie  of  the  best  productions  of  the  nartheru 
Scalds.    See  five  pieoes  of  Eunic  poetry. 

Qwudamg  OrHtthmga, 

Marcm  iSUggkmm.  His  beantifbl  poem  oo  King  Eirik»  called 
^  Eiriks-drSpa,"  is  preserved  in  the  Knjrtiinga  Saga. 

(Maf  H^ikaikaid,  author  of  part  of  the  Edda,  and  rfa  poem^in 
praise  of  Waldlentar,  King  of  Denmark. 

Otfsr  Svati.    **  Knutv-dripa." 

Si^koai  ThoHarwon, 

Smtro  SturktMi.    ^  HHtalykil,"  Axu 

Simla  Thorars&n.    *'  Hakoaar^qvida,''  and  '<  Raftittttr 

TkoriKdMn$mu    '' EifihMlrdpa.'' • 


It  is  a  striking  &ct«  diat  noit  <)f  tfa^as  poeti  w«ie  nativea  ef 
Iceikmd.  Sitisatcd  at  a  distance  fiom  the  torbolent  scenes  of  di9- 
ooyd  aid  war,  the  inhaMtasta  of  that.island  enjoyed  ^e  most  ft- 
ronraUe  oppertonities  9f  cultivating  the  arts  of  peace,  whik  Ae 
fodtidofthehtstafy  oftheiraneestors^  most  of  whom  weMCon* 
nected  with  the  first  fiEunilies  in  Norway,  had  a  natuMl  tendeft^ 
cy  to  stimulate  &em  to  apply  to  the  study  of  eloquence,  and  to 
iosgixk  them  with  a  desim  to  visit  a  coontry  whidi  had  been  the 
wane  of  so  many  gnat  and  noble  sdikvementSLr  The  first  Ii»- 
landie  poets  who  went  over  to  the  Continent  soeceeded  ao  widl^ 
*  Udtigt  ovw  Noidmi  Oadsfee  Feeii  ffi^-beidisvii,  1796. 
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that  the  art  bef^an  to  be  coltiyated  wiUi  greater  ardour  dian  ever 
in  the  valUet  of  Iceland ;  and»  ere  long,  a  numerous  order  c^mei^ 
diadnguiihed  by  the  name  of  i$ib^^  or  polishers  of  language,  was 
^nread  over  the  whole  of  the  north,  and  many  of  than  flooridied 
at  the  English  courts. 

When  a  Skald  was  anxious  to  improve  his  external  drcum* 
stances,  he  repaired  to  the  court  of  a  prince,  or  earl,  and  request- 
ed  liberty  to  repeat  one  of  his  poems.  If  the  song  was  approved 
^,  the  poet  was  instantly  rewarded  with  the  present  of  a  gold 
ring,  a  sword,  or  a  suit  of  rich  apparel ;  and,  as  had  been  custans- 
ary  among  the  Anglo-Saxons,  he  was  admitted  into  the  number 
of  the  royal  attendants.  He  was  often  raised  to  fill  the  second 
place  in  the  hall,  and  thus  became  the  principal  officer  of  states 
the  genealogist  and  historiograplKr,  and  the  intimate  countelkr 
and  friend  of  his  master.  The  other  courtiers  generally  leamed 
his  poems  by  heart,  that  wherever  they  came  they  might  resound 
die  prases  of  their  lord,  and  with  these  the  honour  of  the  poet 
was  always  inseparably  connected.  Qf  the  impcnrtance  of  these 
poets,  we  cannot  desire  a  more  convincii^  proof  than  the  fiict» 
that  they  oftentimes  told  their  prinoes  truths  wjiich  no  odier  per- 
son would  have  dared  to  utter. 

Before  taking  the  field  of  battle,  it  was  the  offiee  of  the  Sbdd 
to  compose  a  poem  suited  to  the  occasion,  whidi  he  repeated  in 
the  presence  of  the  king ;  and  the  soldiers,  learning  it  fttxn  one 
another,  animated  eai*h  other  by  its  repetiticm  while  engaged  in 
fighting  the  enemy.  During  the  engagement,  the  poet  took  hit 
8tatiti|i  near  his  master,  that  he  might  witness  his  biavexy,  and  be 
able  to  transmit  his  fame  to  posterity.  Thus,  in  die  battle  of 
SHklatlad,  A.  D.  1030,  King  Olave  ordered  his  poets  to  enter  the 
Std&Udborgt  or  tae  body-guard,  consisting  of  a  number  of  chdoe 
warriors,  who  surrounded  the  king  with  th^  shields:  ''  Ye  diall 
be  here,"  said  Olave,  "  that  you  may  see  with  your  own  eyes 
what  is  achieved  this  day,  and  have  no  oocasion,  when  ye  shall 
afterwards  celebrate  these  actions  in  song,  to  depend  upon  the  ro« 
ports  of  othexB." 

The  introduction  of  Christianity  into  the  northern  nationi^ 
tended  m  no  small  degree  to  check  the  progress  of  the  Skaldie 
muse,  by  dvUising  the  habils  and  manners  of  the  people  and 
eurlnng  that  unbridled  passion  for  war  whidi  they  had  so  long 
iildulged,  and  which  fiimished  the  poet  with  so  numy  striknig 
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taljecU  &r  popular  compodtkm.  Jt  was,  in  all  probability,  the 
suspicion  lest  l^e  art  might  entirely  be  lost,  in  proportum  as  the 
ancient  mythological  ideas  should  sink  into  oUivion,  which  first 
suggested  the  necessity  of  collecting  the  poems  of  antiquity,  and 
treasuring  up  for  the  use  of  future  Skalds,  the  poetical  figures  and 
synonymes  in  common  use  among  their  predecessors.  Hence  orif- 
ginated  the  Edda,  that  celebrated  work  of  northern  antiquity,  to 
which  we  are  principally  indebted  fer  our  knowledge  of  the  Scan- 
dinavian mythology.  As  the  collection  of  the  different  materiali 
ef  which  that  work  is  composed,  fidls  within  the  period  under  oon« 
sidaration,  I  shall  insert  some  account  of  it  at  this  place. 

In  regard  to  the  name  Edda,^  the  learned  have  been  nearly  as 
much  divided  as  they  have  difiered  in  their  opinkms  respecting 
the  work  itselE  The  more  probable  inter^Mretation  is  that  of  Mr 
Olafien,  who  derives  it  from  the  obsolete  verb  ada,  "  to  teadi,** 
and  concludes  that  it  was  intended  to  designate  poetry  as  the  sci-* 
enoe  or  art,  by  way  of  eminence.  The  Edda  consists  of  two  parts, 
the  former  known  by  the  name  of  SofmufuTs  Edda,  containing  a 
coUpction  of  ethic,  mythological,  and  historical  poems ;  and  the 
latter,  commonly  called  Smorro's  Edda,  treats  of  the  art  of  poetry, 
and  exhibits,  by  way  of  illustration,  ftagments  of  ancient  poetical 
compositions. ' 

The  more  ancient,  or  prosodiacal  Edda,  is  generally  ascribed  to 
Sftmund  Frodd,  as  he  is  supposed  to  have  had  the  principal  hand 
in  collecting  its  contents :  These  consist  of  thirty-dght  poems,  of 
which  the  following  are  the  subjects :< 

I,  H&vamM,  or  **  The  SuUime  Speech  of  Odin,"  oomprisii^  a 
number  of  ancient  maxims  and  proverbs,  in  which  the  manners 
and  sentiments  of  the  Scandinavians  are  strikingly  depicted. 

S.  Soiariiod,  **  The  Solar  Poem,"  a  much  more  recent  produc- 
tion, in  which  evident  traces  of  the  Christian  doctrine  are  to  be 
found. 

S.  rd^MJp^,'' The  Prophecy  of  Vola,"  containing  fragments  of 
a  complete  system  of  Narthem  mythokgy. 

4.  Fa^AniilMSfm^^''ThePoemofVaflhrudnir''thegian^ 
proposes  a  number  of  questions  respecting  the  creation  of  the 
world,  &c  to  which  answers  are  given  by  Odin. 

*  B«de  mentions  one  Edda^  a  monk  at  Caoterburj,  who  was  a  learned  man, 
nApHmmt  amkmM  migUter^  lih.  if.  ^^  2.  ()ncKy>  Mif^  not  iMi  ooiad- 
doice  admit  of  some  ehicidatioii  ? 
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5.  Gfiffiiiiimtf/, ''ThtPoeEAofOrimw 

Odin  concealed  hioMclf ;  and,  while  in  a  state  ef  imprisoifiiiest, 
he  compofed  this  aong,  in  whicb  he  enumerates  the  names  aad 
habitations  of  the  gods^  &c. 

6.  Skirnisfor,  '^  The  Journey  of  Skimir"  to  lotonheim,  or  the 
ahode  of  the  giants« 

7.  Harbardiliod,  a  poem  oontaining  a  dialogue  between  Thor 
and  the  fenyman  Harbaid^  who  would  not  on  any  aeoount  row 
him  across  a  river* 

8.  HymisqvidB  treats  of  a  visit  from  Thor  and  Tyr  to  the  giant 
Hymir^  in  order  to  procure  from  him  a  kettle  in  which  to  prepare 
a  feast  £or  the  gods. 

9.  Egiidrekka,  «r  the  &mous  banquet  at  whieh  Lok  (the  eril 
spirit)  slanders  the  gods. 

10.  Tkrymtqmda  treats  of  the  betrothing  of  Thor,  in  the  dk- 
guise  of  Freysy  with  Thrym>  the  king  of  the  giants,  in  order  to 
reoorer  hii  hammer,  whu^  had  been  stolen  from  him. 

11.  Hrt^hagaUtr  Odins.  '*  The  Magic  Seng  of  die  Barens  of 
Odim;"  giving  an  aeoount  sf  an  embassy  of  Braga  and  H«mdal 
to  Iduna,  one  of  the  goddesses  of  fitte,  with  the  view  of  assertaaH 
ing  the  future  destinies  of  Ae  gods  and  the  woild. 

Id.  Feglamsqvida.  Odin  travels  under  the  name  of  Vcgtam 
to  ihe  habitation  of  the  goddess  of  the  dead  ;  a^'raiaes  a  witd^ 
whom  he  interrogates  respecting  the  meaning  of  some  iwms 
whidi  had  terrified  his  beloved  Baldnr. 

13.  il^wm^/treatsof  the  afpdiatives  given  to  di&rentol^ects 
in  the  languages  of  the  god^  gim^ts,  men^  &c 

14.  Fioktmntm^L  A  veiy  obsonre  poemi,  which  is  nqiposed 
to  contain  a  number  of  ebnene  riddles. 

16.  HgwdUlkUL  "^  The  Song  of  Hyndla^,*'  or  the  shorter  Vo- 
luspL 

16.  Cr6ugaOdur.  ''  The  Biagic  Song  of  Groa/'  in  which  slw 
teaches  her  son  a  snnsber  of  necconwntao  arts,  during  a  short  pe- 
riod in  which  she  is  raised  frem  dw  dead* 

17.  GrdtUuonmgr.  A  aong  about  the  hand-mill  Qiotte,  with 
whidi  Frod^  King  of  Donurk,  eatmsd  the  two  gigsniie  girH 
Feniaand  Menia,  to  grind  geU. 

18.  GiUpdd  Hadrtkt  Km^.  A  number  of  riddles  whieh  are 
proposed  to  King  Heidiek  by  Odin,  nnder  the  name  of  Gestur 
Blind],  together  with  their  solutions. 
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19.  Pohmdarqmit^  A  Uftoric  poem  on  Voknd^  »  FtnaUi 
ftmoe,  and  Nidud,  King  of  Sweden. 

20.  HeUgfiupjida  Haddmgkukada.  A  Asular  poem  on  a  Nov- 
wiegbii  Prinee  oftbat  ntme* 

21—58.  Contaia  poetioitl  deteriqptkms  of  the  exploitt  of  Berexal 
distiiiguuhed  indmdttak  dmong  the  GqAb,  Franks^  Huns,  fice.* 

The  pijomic  Edda»  on  ihp  other  baad^  10  a  eoUection  of  various 
treatises,  which  are  destined  to  elucidate  the  mT^iology  of  tJie 
aacieDt  Scasdirnvviaiis,  and  sender  more  injrfligihk  to  younger 
poets  the  nusyber  ef  dveure  and  difficult  passages  in  the  wodks  of 
tlieir  predeeenors,  and  more  especially  m  the  odes  of  the  Edda  we 
have  just  descnbed.  It  begins  widi  a  most  absurd  and  ridiculous 
pcefiK^  vhkh  has  evidently  heea  prefixed  to  the  work  hy  seme 
tm&sGiibery  tracing  the  oonneotum  of  the  northern  nations  witk 
those  of  antiquity,  and  eanyioaig  back  thesr  genealogical  relatioaii 
to  die  original  fiimilies  enumerated  in  the  book  of  Genesis.  Then 
follow  what  are  called  the  Dasmumgur,  or  ^'  Dialogues,"  e^gplana* 
tory  of  the  origin  of  the  god^  the  creation  of  the  wodd,  the  prin« 
cipal  events  which  are  to  fill  up  the  period  of  die  duration  of  the 
world,  Ae  final  oonflagration,  the  destruetion  of  the  gods,  See. 
The  second  division  of  the  work  conq)rehends  the  Kemmmgar,  or 
"  Instructious;"  a  digest  of  poetical  phraseology,  fimnded  on,  and 
illusfemted  hj  qvMfeations  fiaom  the  principal  Skalds.  We  here  find 
not  fewer  tiwn  one  hundsed  and  thirty-^even  synonymes  of  Odin  ; 
twenfty-lour  of  a  bear;  fixfty-^our  of  fire;  sixty-five  of  gold,  &c 
The  tbixd  treatise  is  called  SWdt^  or  '^  Hie  Poetics;^  and  con- 
sisis  of  a  dissertation  on  the  Icelandic  alphabet,  and  a  nmnher  of 
ndes  respecting  the  use  of  rhetorical  and  poetical  fignies.  To 
this  is  appended  Snocro's  HMafykU,  or  ''  The  Key  of  Veiaifica- 
turn ;"  giving  a  view  of  lihe  structure  and  measure  of  the  difier- 
ent  sorts  of  verse  in  use  among  the  northern  poets. 

From  the  above  view  of  ^AU  monument  of  Scandinavian  snti* 
quity,  the  reader  wiU  pecoeive  that  it  is  made  up  of  a  number  of 
hetemgenecos  paits»  aH  jsf  nrhidi,  however,  are  intended  to  fisbdli- 
tate  and  pnamote  the  stady  of  leelandic  poetry.  So  fiu:  Amu  hpd 
ing  the  mmk  of  any  mo^  individual,  it  is  manifestly  the  resuk 
of  the  separate  labours  $Qfd(UfareBtindiriduals  at  diffisrent  periods 
of  time;  those  who  BueeeedeA  iiavij^^  improved  and  augmented 

*  PioftiMr  MtgnosMm's  InfledidBg  dl  Ferdbeainger  orer  dea  aldre  Edds. 
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the  productions  of  tudi  as  had  preyiously  written  on  the  subject. 
The  disputes  which  have  arisen  respecting  these  writers  are  not 
yet  settled;  nevertheless,  it  has  been  rendered  as  probable  as  the 
nature  of  the  question  will^ow>  that  the  individuals  concerned 
in  reducing  the  Edda  to  its  present  form,  were  Semund  Frod^» 
^Snerro  Sturluson,  and  Olaf  Hiordarson,  sumamed  Hvitaskald,  or 
the  White  Poet,  a  nephew  of  Snorro%  at  whose  house  he  received 
bis  education ;  axid»  having  most  likely  been  employed  by  his 
unde  in  transcribing  his  histarical  and  poelacal  works,  he  not  only 
possessed  the  best  opportunities  of  cultivating  the  art  of  poetry, 
but  had  access  to  know  the  sources  £com  which  the  Skaldic  rules 
-bad  been  derived.     The  aigument,  on  which  the  share  these 
learned  Icelanders  bad  in  the  work  rests,  is  sio^ilar  to  that  gene- 
rally employed  in  determining  the  authors  of  other  anctent  ooan- 
pontions,  viz.  the  universal  consent  and  tradition  of  their  own . 
countrymen,  and  the  coincidence  between  sudi  worics  and  their 
general  habits  and  studies. 

The  simplicity  and  natural  structure  of  the  Eddaic  poetry, 
furnish  a  strong  internal  proof  of  the  antiquity  of  the  pieces  as« 
cribed  to  Sennund ;  and,  as  they  must  have  been  collected  befixe 
the  work  was  enlarged  by  Snorro,  there  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  any  so  likely  to  make  such  a  collection  as  that  learned  priest 
From  the  notices  we  have  req>ecting  hkn,  his  attention  was  strong* 
ly  bent  on  the  antiquities  of  his  countrymen ;  and  it  was  impossi- 
ble for  him  to  gather  the  different  accounts,  which  had  passed 
finim  generation  to  generation,  through  the  medium  of  oral  tra- 
ditisn,  without  fidling  in  with  numerous  jBragmentsof  mythdogi- 
cal  import,  especially  as  paganism  had  only  been  recently  abol]sii« 
ed,  and  many  of  its  rites  and  doctrines  must  still  have  been  fresh 
in  the  reooUectiim  of  the  Icelanders.  That  Snorro  wrote  pert  of 
the  Edda  is  placed  beyond  all  doubt  by,  the  testimony  of  his  ne- 
phew. In  his  treatise  on  Orthography,  (^af  observes:  *^  Never- 
thdess,  we  may  still  use  the  expressions  and  appellatives  of  the 
ancients,  only  we  do  not  carry  them  further  than  what  is  allowed 
by  Snorra"  Here  is  an  explicit  acknowledgment  of  Snorro's- 
woric— a  recognition  of  his  poetic  phraseology  as  the  standard,  be- 
yond which  it  would  be  improper  to  augment  the  poetical  syno- 
nymes.^  The  circumstanoe,  tdb,  that  the  genealogical  table,  and  the 
list  of  Icelandic  Logmen,  in  the  Upsala  Codex,  are  bodi  continued 
till  they  come  to  Snorro  Sturluson,  if  it  does  not  prove  that  he 
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was  albe  at  tlie  time  this  codex  was  written,  it  at  least  substan* 
tiates  the  hypothesis,  that  the  transcriber  viewed  him  as  the  au« 
thcnr  of  the  Edda,  which  goes  bj  ^bis  name  ;  else,  why  should  he 
just  happen  to  stop  when  he  comes  to  him.  The  codex  referred 
to  bears  evident  marks  of  its  having  been  written  before  the  four- 
teenth century ;  and  the  superscription,  which  expressly  declares 
tiie  Edda  to  be  the  work  of  Snorro/  is  ascertained  to  have  been 
written  by  the  same  person  that  wrote  the  rest  of  the  vcdume.  * 

The  Edda  of  Siemund  was  first  sent  firom  Iceland  by  the  learn- 
ed  Bishop  Svenson  about  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century. 
It  is  beautifully  written  in  parchment,  and  is  still  jMreserved  in 
the  Royal  Library  of  Copenhagen.  There  exists  also  a  number 
of  paper  codices,  containing  various  readings,  many  of  which 
greatly  elucidate  the  original  text.  Of  Snorro's  Edda  there  exist 
two  principal  eodices,  written  on  parchment :  viz.  the  Wormian 
MS.  in  the  University  Library  of  Copeodiagen,  and  the  Upsala 
MS.  preserved  in  the  library  of  that  university,  beades  a  number 
of  manuscripts  on  paper  to  be  met  with  in  different  libraries  on 
the  Continent.  There  is  a  copy  of  the  Upsala  Codex  preserved 
among  the  Marshall  MSS.  Oxfind^  No.  114.  8v6. 

The  first  edition  of  the  Edda  was  published  by  Resenius,  ac- 
companied with  a  Latin  and  Danish  version,  Copenhagen,  l665, 
in  4to ;  but  it  contains  only  the  part  composed  by  Snorro,  with 
the  addition  of  die  VoUupd  and  HdvamdL  It  is  reckoned  very 
imperfect,  and  the  Icelandic  text  is  so  full  of  errors,  that  little  de- 
pendence can  be  placed  on  it.  Goranson's  edition,  with  a  Swedidi 
and  Latin  version,  published  in  4to,'at  Upsala  1746,  is  still  more 
imperfect:  but  the  Swedes  have  recently lieen  put  in  possession 
of  an  excellent  edition  of  both  parts  of  the  Edda,  by  the  united 
exertions  of.  Messrs  Rask  t  and  Afselius.    Of  the  move  ancient 


*  Skand.  litt  SeUk.  Skrift  1812,  fonte  Hefte,  p.  97. 
*  -f  Mr  Raak  is  the  editor  of  the  Icelandic  Lexicon,  and  the  Teamed  author  of 
m  Icdandif  and  Anglo>S«zon  Orammar,  and  several  other  philological  works 
of  great  value  in  northern  literature.  In  the  years  1814  and  1815,  he  mada 
the  tour  of  Icdand,  with  the  view  of  collecting  what  mij^t  remain  of  the  an- 
cient monuments  of  antiquity,  and  gaining  a  more  intimate  acquaintance  with 
the  Icelandic  language ;  and  he  has  recently  proceeded  throu^  Sweden,  Fin- 
land, and  Rusria,  to  the  regions  between  the  Caspian  and  Black  Seas,  for  the 
porpoee  of  tracing  the  connection  between  the  languages  of  the  tribes  iahabiting 
s  partly  and  thoaa  of  the  nocthem  nations  of  EuEope. 
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£dda»  s  oorreci  editkm  is  fniUithiag  by  the  Am»inagB«sii  Coi»« 
nudttee  in  Cepebbagen :  tlie  first  vdume  appeared  17B7  in  4to, 
«ad  the  rest  of  the  wetfc  is  expected  soon  to  be  readj.  A  verjr 
aeeuzttbe  Dani^  Tersum  of  Snono's  Edda  was  puUishod  by  Pnv- 
lessor  Nyerup,  CqpcoEibageB  1B08>  and  the  best  Genaaa  taMsla^ 
lion  was  prodtused  by  Professor  Riibs  of  Berlia,  1812-  Bedidea 
translatiaDS  and  editions  of  single  odes^  there  exist  in  English  a 
veision  of  Saorra's  Edda  in  Percy's  translatioiictf'  Mallefs  Nortb- 
cm  Anti^ttities,  and  a  poetical  Teision  of  sudb  of  the  poems  of 
S«nttnd's  Edda,  as  had  a]^>eased  in  the  first  Tolusae  of  the  Co- 
penhagen edition^  by  A«  S.  Cottle  of  Magdaleae  OoOegi,  Cami* 
bridge.    Bristol,  1797* 

Afier  the  introduction  of  Christianity  anMOg  Ihe  nordiern  na- 
tions>  the  attention  of  the  poets  was  more  directed  to  the  legeads 
and  pretended  miradesjef  the  churdi  of  Rome*  and  the  aamits  now 
oooupied  ^e  place  of  the  heroes  of  antiquity.  Of  the  fikaidic 
paodnotiiDS  of  this  nature,  the  most  celebrated  axe:  GAU,  at 
«'  The  Bay,"  composed  by  Einar  Skulason  in  praise  of  St  <Maire  $ 
and  IMia,  at  ^'  The  lily,"  an  eoeondastic  poem  m  the  Vingva 
Mary,  by  the  monk  Eyatein.  The  fixcmer  consists  of  sixty-««^ 
verses  of  eight  lines  each,  and  is  printed  witiia  Danish  and  Latin 
yenion  in  the  third  rolume  of  finono  Sturloson's  Heimdoii^glig 
pp.  46l**-*460.  Hie  Lily  has  been  held  in  audi  fistiroatian  by 
the  loeiottders,  that  it  has  passed  into  the  proverb,  O&dcSOdvilU 
Urn  LUim  kvedit  kafa;  ^*  Erery  poet  wishes  he  had  been  the  aa* 
ttor  of  the  \Scf**  The  original  is  printed  oloag  with  two  LbImi 
versions  by  Finn  Joason  in  the  second  vdume  of  his  Ecclesiastical 
Hiabory,  pp.  d96---464.  It  contains  exaetly  one  hundred  eiglbt* 
lined  verses. 

Since  the  Bc&nmatiQn,  the  Icelandic  poets  have,  in  a  | 
measure,  confined  themselves  to  religious  subjects ;  and  it  is  i 
what  remarkable,  that  they  have  not  only  given  their  oountrynnen 
numerous  metriml  versions  of  the  poetical  books  of  Scriptun^  but 
have  also  traadated  many  of  the  historical  hooks  into  loeiaDdir 
verse. 

Several  eminent  poets  flourished  in  die  course  of  last  centuiy. 
The  more  celebrated  were,  Paul  Vidajii^  Eggert  Olafion,  Grim* 
nar  Paulson,  Halgrim  Peterson,  and  Stephen  Olafson.  The  nv»t 
distinguished  poets  of  the  present  day  are ;  Jon  Thorlakson^  au^ 
thor  of  the  beautiful  translation  of  MJlton's  Paradise  Lost,  fopa'a 
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Essay  on  Man«  and  varioug  other  poetical  effusions ;  Thorvald 
Bodvanon^  the  transktor  of  Gellert's  Ginstiany  and  Pope's  Mes- 
siah ;  Professor  Magmisson^  Benedict  Grondal^  Jon  Jonson^  and 
Sigurd  Peterson. 

Having  thns  tal»B  a  view  of  the  state  of  Scandinavian  poetry^ 
from  lis  eariiest  periods  down  to  the  pvesent  time,  I  tiow  pro- 
ceed to  examine  its  peculiar  character,  as  it  regards  the  stmctuie 
and  kinds  of  versification  in  which  it  appears. 

The  most  prominent  feature  of  the  Icelandic  poetry  is  undouht- 
edly  its  alliteration,  or  the  assonance  produced  hy  a  correspondence 
between  certain  letters  or  syllables.  The  fundamental  rule  of 
tUs  alUteratian  is,  that  there  be  in  every  couplet  three  words, 
having  the  same  ini^  letter,  two  of  which  must  occur  in  the 
ftnaer  hemistich,  and  ihe  other  in  the  latter.'  The  kst,  which 
generally  finma  the  initial  word,  and  must  always  stand  as  near 
the  beginning  of  the  line  as  possiUe,  ia  called  in  Icelandic  HofitU 
Miqfr,  or  "  Cardinal,"  being  that  which  governs  the  others ;  and 
these  are  termed  Siu^r,  or,  *'  Auxiliaries,"  because  they  support 
and  give  force  to  the  cardinaL  The  two  following  examples  from 
the  Icelandic  Milton  will  illustrate  this  rule ;  the  alliteration  be* 
ing  distinguished  by  capitals  :— 


Gott  at  Gor*  Vid  thtt  Villu-diup 

G^tum  yer  aldm.  Yard  enum  dfega 

To  do  good  wiU  ne'er  Bblverk  Bidleikat 

ke  our  tofk.  Bamii  vids  %, ; 

m^nto  this  vastabym;  ihe  wtry  fiend 
Stood  on  ihe  brink  qfhelL 


Here  th^  alliteration  is  perfect;  the  number  of  oorreqionding 
letters  is  complete ;  they  are  all  accentuate^ ;  and  the  cardinal 
occupies  the  primary  place  in  the  second  hemistich.  This  per- 
fection is  almost  alwa3rs  feund  in  the  longer  kinds  of  versification, 
when  the  line  exceeds  four  long  syllables,  as  in  this  case  the  poet 
has  more  fireedom  (^  choiee,  and  possesses  a  greater  fiicility  in  com- 
position than  in  the  jdiMrter  kinds^of  verse.  In  compositions  of  thie 
latter  sort,  however,  two  licenses  are  allowed!  The  poet  may  in- 
troduce one  or  more  particles,  or  short  words,  into  the  begnnii^ 
of  Uie  second  hemistich,  only  they  must  be  unaccented^  thus :— » 

8n 
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Ar  w  Altfft,  In  early  times, 

TH  Ymir  bygthi.  When  Ymir  Uod, 

Var-a  Sandr,  n^  S««r,  Wat  tamd^  nor  jm, 

A'e  Svilar  unnir,  Ifbr  cooling  vave^ 

wbere  ih&  and  nk  ore  the  augmentadte  words.  Or,  mie  word 
only  in  the  fiumer  hemistieh  may  be  made  to  correspond  with  tl» 
canlinal  in  the  latter,  as  :— 

Sat  m  Tr6n  hafinn  Hiijkoiiaihrmc 

Tignarliga.  Cffro^HMtc 

The  occasional  use  of  these  licenses  has  a  good  eflfect»  \tf  ginog 
a  variety  to  the  quantity,  and  thus  prevents  monotony. 

Whoi  the  cardinal  word  happens  to  begin  with  a  double  or 
compound  consonant,  as ;  6/,  hr,  dr,  gl,  gr,  sk,  &c.  die  auxiliaries 
must  begin  in  ^e  same  manner.    For  instance,—* 

Th&  k  HLer  HLyii  ^wMeh  aU  Mffd  long 

HLeypd  n&tt-onim,  had  routed  the  «ea,  nam  with  rough 

Kr  Sidan  Svaefir  cadence  fill  ; 

Saung-om  h&sum  Seafaring  men  oW  watchcdy  whose 

Thann  of  Siglir  Sa  hark  by  dWnicf , 

S^  i  hie  boda  Or  pinnace,  ancftorsina  craggy  hay 

SKylanda  SKspdu  after  the  tempest* 

Yid  SKarli  vindar. 


Here  hi  and  sh  form  the  compound  alliteration,  and  the  #  in  the 
two  middle  couplets,  the  single.  Of  all  the  compound  ocmso- 
nants,  none  are  in  more  common  use  than  sk,  sp,  and  si,  which 
association  seems  to  possess  a  peculiar  charm  in  the  ear  of  the 
Scandinavian  poet ;  and  though  it  tiras  allowable  to  combine  other 
letters  with  the  rest  of  the  compounds,  it  was  absolutely  intole]>  • 
able  to  do  it  with  these. 

This  strict  exactness  of  alliteration,  however,  is  entirely  con- 
fined to  consonants.  When  the  cardinal  is  a  vowel,  or  a  diphthongs 
the  auxiliaries  may  begin  with  any  of  the  other  vowels  or  diph- 
thongs. Thus  in  the  example  produced  above,  from  the  Voluspa, 
the  cardinal  is ^,  and  both  of  the  auxilisries  a:  to  which  I  adi 
another  instance  from  the  poet  Sighvat  :«• 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ICELANDIC  POETRY.  647 

Loptbyggvir  m&tto  loggia  Thou  who  rifatt  accuttomed  to  assO' 

Landrett  thann  er  kan  standaz,  date  •xWi  naval  warriors^  didtt 

Unnar  AHra  manna  ord(nn  those  cekitial  laws  xeMdh 

E Ykia  lids  t,  midli.  ihaU  ever  remain  inviolate. 

In  regard  to  the  use  of  the  vowels  and  diphthongs^  uniformity 
is  80  &r  from  heing  regarded  as  a  beauty,  that  the  alliteration  is 
considered  more  pleasing  when  they  are  different ;  and  j\  v,  and 
h,  when  followed  by  a  vowel,  are  admitted  into  the  number  of 
correspondent  letters. 

When  there  is  an  unequal  line,  or  a  solitary  member  in  a  verse, 
such  as  the  third  and  sixth  lines  of  the  six-membered  stanzas,  it 
always  contains  two  alliterated  words,  as  will  appear  from  the 
following  example  from  Vaflhrudnism^,  which  exhibits  at  the 
same  time  the  common  assonance  :— 

Or  Ymis  holdi  Cf  Ymir'sfleA 

Var  jorth  um  scauputh.  The  earth  wot  made^ 

Enn  or  Beinom  Bioig  Of  hone*  the  mouatahu: 

Himin  or  hausi  Heaven  of  the  tkuU 

Ina  Hrimkalda  iotun  CfAe  hoar-Jrotty  giamt ; 

Enn  or  Svdta  Si^r*  And  qfhis  twcaty  the  tea. 

With  respect  to  the  position  of  the  cardinal,  it  was  already  ob« 
served,  that  it  must  never  be  far  from  the  beginning  of  the  second 
member  of  the  hemistich ;  but  the  two  auxiliaries  may  be  placed 
any  where  in  the  first.  They  may  fellow  each  other,  or  be  sepa^ 
rated  by  one  or  more  words.  They  may  either  be  at  the  begin- 
ning or  the  end  of  the  line ;  generally,  however,  the  one  begins 
the  line,  or  is  the  first  accented  syllable,  and  the  other  is  at  or 
near  the  end,  thus :— - 

Fl^tta  geek  til  IPretiajf  there  on  the. plains  ^  hero  who 

Fell!  niordr  &  velH.  dew  ntdi  at  Jkd  from  battle^  eon^ 

Dnuigr  gat  Dolga  sSgu  tuUed  the  divine  oracle^  hy  which 

Dagr&d  hedins  vada.  fte  was  urged  on  to  the  combat  vnth 

Oc  HaUd-lNidi  HiUdar     %  atturanoe  of  victory.    And  he  who 

Hra-gamma  sa  ramma  keept  up  the  tacr\ficet^  courageout' 

Tyr  villdi  th&  Tyna  ly  viewed  the  ravent.,  and  prepared 

Teln-hlautar  flor  gauta.  io  thy  t^  Gotht. 

Besides  this^^stem  of  assonances,  which  we  meet  with  in  the 
no6t  ancient  specimens  of  Icelandic  poetry,  the  Skalds  of  the  he« 
loic  period  introduced  a  still  more  complicated  alliteration,  called 
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hending,  which  connstg  partly  in  a  hemisdchial,  and  partly  in  the 
eommon  terminating  rh jme. 

The  hemistichial  rhyme  is  an  assonance  of  two  syllaUes  in  the 
same  line,  and  generally  they  are  so  placed,  that  the  penultimate 
corresponds  in  sound  with  the  first,  second,  or  diixd  ^llahle, 
fiius:— - 

Val4fadONtr  1st  TEOKom,  The  gher  ofgM  eamted  the 

Vjg  nESTR  taman  brESTa,  btood-itained  thieldt  io  dash 

Handtt  nAFt  of  hOFdum*  agaitut  the  heads  ofmagnanP' 

Hljm  mlLtLDingum  gILLDir*  mout  Jctngt, 

This  kind  of  rhyme  is  again  divided  into  two  sorts,  the  sholheH* 
ding,  or  sfudhending,  imperfect,  or  half  rhyme;  and  adMending, 
nohle  and  full  rhyme.  The  half  ihyme  has  simply  a  harmony  of 
consonants,  without  any  regard  to  the  vowels ;  as  ogn  and  egn, 
i^and  o/^  in  the  example  just  quoted.  The  full  rhyme,  on  the 
other  hand,  consists  in  the  perfect  assonance  hoth  of  consonants 
and  vowels ;  tmettm  the  second  line,  and  illd  in  the  finirth.  The 
use  of  these  two  sorts  of  intermediate  rhjnne  is  left  entirdy  to  the 
taste  of  the  poet ;  hut  the  half  rhjme  is  commonly  used  in  the 
£irmer,  and  the  full  rhjrme  in  the  latter  hemistich.  The  more 
perfect  the  correspondence,  the  greater  was  the  poetical  merit  of 
the  composition ;  and  the  ear  got  so  accustomed  to  certain  comln« 
nations,  that  it  hecame  sensiUe  to  the  smallest  deviations  from 
them.  .  We  accordingly  find,  that  when  the  poet  Thiodolf  once 
rhymed  grom  and  skontmo  together.  King  Harald  at  once  detected 
the  cac(>phony,  and  addressed  him  thus :  ^  What  a  vulgar  poet  t 
Did  you  join  grim  with  tk^mmo  ?  lliese  riiymes  are  not  equiva* 
lent-* 

K  appears  to  have  heen  a  rule  in  regard  to  the  position  of  the 
assonant  syllables,  that  the  first  should  constitute  the  initial  syl- 
lable ;  as,  in  conjunction  with  the  emphasis,  which  in  that  case 
unifermly  accompanied  it,  a  greater  fiyroe  and  majesty  was  there* 
by  given  to  the  verse.  Some  of  the  good  poets,  however,  only 
introduced  the  rhyme  with  the  second  or  third  syllaUe.  In  Snor* 
ro's  **  Key,"  the  first  rhyme  is  called  Frum-hending,  and  the  se- 
cond Vtdr^hending ;  and,  when  the  first  occupies  the  initial  syl- 
lable, it  is  called  Odd-kending,  and  HkO^'hendifig  yAeti  it  ocoura 
la  the  middle  of  the  line. 

•  Ols&en,  p.  O. 
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The  tenninating  rhyme  of  the  Tcetandew  is  fixrmedon  the  same 
principle  with  that  of  the  poetry  of  other  nations  ;  only  we  fin4 
no  instance  before  the  Reformation^  in  which  the  first  line  is 
rh3rmed  with  the  third,  and  the  second  with  the  fourth.  The  oo« 
currence  of  this  kind  of  rhyme  may  therefore  be  regarded  as  an 
innoyation,  and  has  most  probably  been  transplanted  &om  Den- 
mark or  Germany.  Concluding  rhymes  are  either  single  or  com« 
pound,  u  e.  th^  are  either  formed  by  the  ultimate,  or  by  both 
the  ultimate  and  penultimate  together.  Of  the  former,  the  foL 
lowing  is  an  instance  in  the  H^Matun,  at  **  Ransom^  of  EU 

Bare  thfiDgils  kf  I  putlMed  the  fi$ne  of  the 

A  tha^nar  rof  JHug^  and  knap  how  to  hutil 

Kann  ec  nuda  mUU  n^  wordt  into  the  mkidt  qfthe 

Vid  manna  no<,  P^PP^ '  ^^Hf  oomfotUvom  JUmed 

Or  hlalra  ham^  $o  tmoot^^  and  99  charmed  Ihe 

Hrodr  fluttac  gram^  hearerty  that  wtoet  qfthemieaniU 

That  far  sva/mm,  them  bp  heart* 
AtflertrofMom. 

An  example  from  the  ^  Kef  will  illustrate  the  lalter^— 

Maerd  skal  avha^  My  tmg  than  at^pneni  ike 

Mistar  laukay  praite  of  Mm  who  etaint  the 

Gioma  everdi,  tMdde.    A  aotig  ehatt  mm  he 

Grwadu  tkerdif  ^etmg  (hearken  ye  jpet)ple)  im  ho* 

Dyid  skal  tegkiy  wmr  of  the  eourageout  warrior^ 
ThottiDk  thegia, 
Stymxgioday 
StScknmoda. 

Some  of  the  IcelancGc  poets  have  oanied  their  mania  for  rhym- 
ing ao  for,  that  they  have  introduced  it  into  every  alternating 
word  in  the  poem ;  but  as  it  required  much  art  and  study^  it  was 
seldom  used.  The  foUowing  specimen  is  taken  &im  a  poem  writ* 
ten  about  the  beginning  of  the  twelfth  century :«-« 

Framan  mmo  gram  gunnar,  TJte  excellent  kin^  was  Mn 

Gramnis  seids  tamir  mddar,  by  ^oee  aecuetomed  to  battle^m 

Bido  ]6tar  lid  Edta,  ike  Jutet^  whoee  crime  wot  fU' 

.  Iiag»-g&ngs  4aga  ttringa.  nji^  wUk  ecU  dayt.    Fewt  I 

Lo&ctianaanhofhalldit,  deemy  keep  wWn  the  Umndtcf 

Hataz  dygd,  hrataz  lygdir,  ^  decency :  vkiueis hated;  Uet are 

Tr^  haflda,  vegi  Talldar  drcuhUd;  andtkeestatet  of  ike 

Yeginarfme^diaxfir.  OainarepotKisedbyihevUhn!' 

omprand. 
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The  most  complete  of  any,  however,  is  the  kind  called  Nyi^Miir^ 
or  the  new  metre,  in  which  every  word  is  rhymed,  as  :— 

Rasir  gLeBOi  The  king  bedecks  Jus  beau* 

Bockva  dockva  fiful    dark-coloured    ships 

Hvicum  ritixm  vUh  white  Melds.      The 

Hreinareina  divider  of  gofd  hangs  an 

Skreytir  hreydr  the  smooth-planed  Jbre-^tas- 

Skafiia  staflia  ties  the  blade  htarUshaped 

^  Hringa  ttiiiga  asidiors, 
Hidrtum  ivortiim. 

J  shall  only  adduce  one  variation  more,  which  consists  in  beginning 
the  second  heinistich  with  the  penultimate  syllable  of  the  first, 
thus: — 

Hrem-tiornum  gledr  homa  The  king  refreshes  his  acw- 

Horn  n&ir  fitt  at  thoma    *  riors  with  the  pure  mead — mead 

Miodr  h^^nlr  bd  bragna  which  soothes  the  sosrams  of  man. 

Bragningr  sdpa  fagnir.  The  horns  are  seldom  en^y.  The 

Folk  hdmlo  gefr  framla  aged  and  magnanimous  mot^rehj 

Fiamlyndr  vidum  gamlar  who  wields  qff"  the  darts  with  hit 

S^  helldr  fyiir  skot  skioHdum  s/^dd^    divides    the  honey-drink 

SkidUdungr  hun&ngs  i»Ildiir.  among  his  warriors* 

To  determine  at  what  period  alliteration  was  introduced  into 
the  Scandinavian  poetry ;  or  whether  it  may  not  have  been  used 
originally  by  all  the  Gothic  poets,  though  those  belonging  to  the 
southern  or  Teutonic  branch  may  have  n^lected  its  cultivation, 
and  thus  suffered  it  to  fall  into  oblivion ;  whether  the  Skalds  were 
the  inventors  of  it,  or  whether  they  borrowed  it  &om  some  other 
nation :  are  questions  which,  in  the  total  absence  of  histcnical 
proof,  it  is  wholly  impossible  to  solve.  It  might,  however,  be 
made  a  subject  of  curious  inquiry,  to  trace  the  resemblances  of  a 
similar  assonance,  which  exist  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  in  the 
poetry  of  all  nations,  though  it  might  not  be  found  to  have  been 
so  completely  reduced  to  rule  as  it  was  by  the  northern  Skalds. 

The  acrostics  of  the  Hebrews  present  a  singular  phenomenon 
in  the  literature  of  that  people,  and  have  been  adduced  tis  a  coin- 
ddence  between  the  northern  and  oriental  poetry.  •  We  find  in 
the  Bible  several  poeins  in  which  either  a  certain  number  of  Hnes 
begin  with  the  same  letter  of  the  alphabet,  or  all  the  verses  be- 
gin with  the  letters  in  regular  alphabetical  order.  But  it  is  of 
*  Mallet,  ToL  ii  p.  103. 
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mare  importance  to  remark^  that  many  passages  in  the  Hebrew 
poetrj  most  fialpably  correspond  with  some  of  the  modes  of  alli- 
teration adopted  by  the  northern  Skalds.  Thu8>  in  Jacob's  dying 
Uessingy  Gen.  xlix.  19^ 

y dm  Jtigud  akeb. 

Between  which>  and  the  foUomng  passage  from  the  Edda»  there 
exists  the  most  striking  resemblance: 

Hvat  er  that  A^,  Ttlymia 
£r  ec  hiymia  hejn  nu  dL 

In  like  manner  the  following  examples,  the  former  taken  from 
the  song  of  Deborah^  Judges  y.  30,  and  the  latter  from  the  Hdm 
vamdl  of  Odin,  are  as  completely  parallel  as  the  g^us  of  the  laiN 
guages  will  admit : 

Hak  yimtsea  yediaOca  MUl, 
"Rarham  mchamMiaiin  leroah  gdki; 
Shelal  tzebfdm  leana, .  ^ 

Shelal  tzMhn  rikmUi 
Tzeba  rikmathaiifn  Ictsairrt  MIAL 

Deyatmadm 
Ikyr  liftlfr  it  flama, 
Ennords-tir 
Deifr  aDiireigi 
Hrcm  Mr  godan  getr. 

In  the  Hebrew  q»eeimen  I  have  only  marked  the  words  sMl6l 
and  «Ma/  as  alliterations ;  but  the  reader  will  perceive  that  there 
is  something  of  the  same  kind  in  racham  riwhamdthaim,  in  th6  ^ 
second  Hne,  and  rickmdh,  rickmithmn,  in  the  two  last  lines ;  as 
also  in  tzeoa,  and  the  repetition  of  shdal  tzevaim  in  the  third  and 
fourth  lines.  There  is  likewise  a  beautiful  transposition  of  fo6> 
vdim  rickmih,  and  ixeva  rikmdUudm,  which  deserves  to  be  noticed^ 
as  corresponding,  in  a  certain  d^;ree,  with  ^e  rule  of  Icelandic 
poetry  specified  above,  according  to  which  ^e  penultimate  syUai- 
Ue  of  the  first  hemisddi  forms  the  first  syllable  in  the  second. 

Nothing  is  fnore  common  in  Hebrew  poetry  than  to  employ 
two  assonants^  the  one  at  the  beginning  of  the  fimner  member  of 
the  parallelism^  and  the  other  at  that  of  the  latter^  only  with  the 
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addition  of  an  augmentative  particle,  agreeiog  with  tiukt  of  tlie 
Icelanders^  thus.  Judges  xiv.  14. 

Mthaodtel  yatza  MaaMl 
uMesa  yatza  Mathok. . 

In  the  18th  verse  of  the  same  diapt^,  we  meet  with  a  similar. 

example: 

Mah  Mathok  Midvash 

ul^fdh  az  Mean. 
• 

Sometimes  the  auxiliaries,  as  they  are  called  h^  the  Skalds,  oc- 
cur in  the  second  hemistich,  while  the  cardinal  stands  in  the  firsts 
which  is  exactly  the  reverse  of  the  position  they  occupy  in  the 
northern  poetry.  Of  diis,  the  following  is  an  instance  from  the 
Soog  of  Solomon,  chap,  i  S. 

Lerdach  thenwnedtA  tobixDt 
Shanea  turak  tfiemedatu 

Of  all  the  passages  in  the  Hehiew  Scriptures  that  I  have  &1« 
Icn  in  with  in  the  course  of  my  reading,  none  exhihits  such  stri- 
king alliterations  and  r^titions  of  sound  throughout  as  that  con- 
taining  the  first  of  Balaam's  prophecies,  Numbers  xxiii.  8. 

Min-aiftm  yanh^ni  BalU^ 
Mdedi-Molb  MShan^^kfldcm  ; 
IjtcfUA  fiifth-U  Yaakob, 
uLech&h  soamih  Yisr&d. 
Mah  ekob  \o  kaboh  El, 
uMo^  emm  lo  x6am  Yeho?&b,  fte. 

This  assonance  is  most  evidently  studied;  fir  thou^  the  propliet 
tells  us,  in  the  third  line,  that  he  had  been  sent  &r  (^ndA)  to  eune 
Jacob,  he  does  not  repeat  this  verb  in  the  fifth>  when  he  asb^ 
"  How  shall  I  eorse?^  but  borrows  another  verb  (n&kab)  muai* 
festly  suggested  by  the  last  syllable  ia  the  name  of  Jacob: 

&rAh4iYaa;to5 

Hah  eto6  lo  Anteb  £L  ' 

Similar  insulated  instances  of  an  agreement  of  sound  are  to  be 
ftund  in  the  Greek  poets ;  as. 


*  dooted  in  Tianssct  Irish  Acad.  Sx.  p.  ITP. 
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As  also  in  the  L&ixn : 

O  Tite  iuk  TaU  HH  tanta  tyranne  iuluil 

Einnus. 
Ntm  potuU  pancit  plura  plane  jprohquL 

Pl^UTUS. 

Von  Trail  produces  a  specimen  of  Finnish  poeisy,  strongly  al- 
literated, but  which  does  not  appear  to  be  subject  to  the  same 
rules  with  the  Icelandic : 

Kofta  kulki  kuniogamme 
Add^  Fredric  armolinen 
Mdnui  maalla  matkuseliy 
Kaicki  yereni  venahti, 
Haidd  lukatllti  mumi  &C.   ' 

The  Celtic  peetiy^  however^  bears  the  greatest  resemblanoe  in 
this  respect  to  the  Icelandic,  of  any  composed  in  languages  so  ra« 
dically  diffeient  from  one  another  as  these  two  manifestly  are. 
The  Welsh  prosody  depends  entirely  on  alliteration.  At  firsts  it 
appears  not  to  have  been  so  very  exact,  and  was  but  sparingly 
used  by  the  bards  of  the  sixth  century.  But  firom  the  Norman 
conquest  to  the  death  of  Llewellyn,  the  alliteration  was  more 
strictly  attended  to  ;  and  fi:om  thence  tp  the  time  of  Queen  £li-« 
xabeth  this  was  so  accurately  observed,  that  a  line  not  perfectly  al« 
literated,  would  have  been  ccmdemned  as  irregular.  Comparing 
this  progress  in  pdnt  of  alliterative  exactness  with  that  of  the 
northern  Skalds,  it  has  very  justly  been  supposed  that  the  Celts 
borrowed  the  art  from  their  Teutonic  or  Scandinavian  neighbours, 
with  whom  they  mRintained  an  interoouxse  £rom  a  very  ettAj  pe« 
riod.*  The  fiiUowing  specimen  £rom  Evans  will  cont^  to  th» 
reader  some  idea  of  the  Welsh  assonances: 

Biyd  eiof  giyd  tif  gieu  a  ddoddai 
Srwjdr  cngrwydi  cufgrawn  ni  guddiai 
Braddg  waith  gwynniaith  gwjmnygai 
Brys  briwgad  bdg  bngad  bitwai. 

It  is  somewhat  remarkable,  that  Turner,  in  his  history  of  the 
Anglo-Saxons,  should  have  been  totally  insensible  to  the  striking* 
ly  alliterative  nature  of  their  poetry,  as  the  most  palpable  instances 
of  it  occur  in  the  specimens  which  he  has  inserted  in  his  work. 
*  Percy  In  MaUet^f  Northsm  AatiaQiti»>  vol.  iL  p.  197* 
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Between  these  compositioDS  and  those  of  the  Skalds^  the  agree- 
ment is  most  r^^ular  and  complete.  The  Anglo-Saxons  have 
also  their  cardinal  and  -auxiliaries^  and  make  use  of  one  or  more 
augmentative  particles  at  the  beginning  of  the  second  hemistich 
in  the  same  way.  The  Teutonic  ge  being  used  as  a  prefix  to 
many  of  their  verbs^  it  is  of  course  left  out  of  the  account^  and 
the  alliteration  proceeds  to  the  second  syllable,  whexe  the  verb 
properly  begins.     For  instance : 

Meotod  ana  vat  T7ie  Lord  only  knomtj 

Hvyder  seo  Savul  Sceal  WWher  the  toid  tfM 

Syththan  hveorfan :  ^{flerw^rdt  turn  : 

And  ealle  tha  Gastas,  And  aU  the  tpMU 

The  for  Gode  hveoifiob,  Thai  turn  to  Gcd^ 

Mfta  Death  Datge'  4fter  death's  day 

Domes  bidath.  TiU  the  doom  shaU  bide. 

On  Fsder  FsthmQ  To  the  Father* t  botcm 

Is  seo  Forth-gesceafty  Jt  it  conveyed^ 

Digol  and  Dyroe,  Hidden  and  tecret ; 

DHhten  ana  vat,  God  only  knowt^ 

Neigende  Fsther  ;  The  compttUmaie  Father, 

Nenig  eft^ymeth.  Hone  comet  lack 

Hider  under  Hrofos,  To  our  abodet^ 

The  thet  Her  for  soth  That  canfirtoath 

Manum  secge,  >  To  men  dedare 

Hvyk  By  MeoCodeB«getceaft>  How  ^  Lord  hath  made 

Sige-folka  geSeta,  The  vtctori  thronety  . 

Thser  he  SylfiEi  vunath.  Where  he  himteff  doth  drtcU. 
Menologhim  Saxonicum. 

But  the  Anglo-Saxon  poets  did  not  confine  these  allitantifliis 
to  such  Torses  as  they  composed  in  their  own  langui^e.  They 
also  introduced  them  into  Lalin.  Of  the  idliterated  Latin  poems 
of  Aldheim,  Bede,  Alcnin,  &c  many  axe  still  extant.  -The  fi^ 
lowing  may  serve  as  specimens : 

Althefanum  nam  AltiaBunum 

Cano  Atqoe  cJarisrimum ; 

Summum  satoarem  Solia 

Sedet  gvi  per  sthzalia. 
Te  HOmo  Uuidet  Non  modo  Psrys 

Ahne  Creator !  Pan  qtia  mundi  est^ 

Pectore,  mente,  Sed  qvia  Sancte 

Pads  amorc :  Solu^  imago,  &c.  * 


*  Rack's  Anglo-SssoD  Onmmar,  Stockh6b%  1817. 
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^  The  relics  of  andent  English  and  Scotch  poetry  which  have 
been  handed  down  to  us'  are  Ml  of  corre^xmding  letters^  and 
strongly  indicate  their  Scandinavian  origin.  With  a  specimen  in 
proof  of  this>  takoi  from  the  Hmlat,  which  was  written  ahoat 
the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  century^  I  shall  conclude  this  part  of 
the  subject :  ^  * 

Fra  thy  Giee  to  this  Ground,  let  %  Grace  Glydc ! 
At  thou  ut  Gntntare  thairof,  and  the  Givare ; 
Now  Sovrane  quhair  thou  Sittis,  by  thy  Sonis  Syde, 
Send  8am  Succor  doun  Sone  to  the  Synnaie ! 
The  Feind  is  our  Felloun  Fa,  in  the  we  confyde, 
Thou  Moder  of  all  Mercye,  and  the  Menare. 
For  ws  Wappit  in  Wo  in  this  Warld  Wyde, 
To  thy  sone  Mak  thy  Mane,  and  thy  Makar. 
Now  Ladye  Luke  to  the  Lede,  that  ye  so  Lde  Luifis* 

Thou  Sekir  crone  of  Salolnon, 
Thou  Worthy  Wand  of  Aaron, 
Thou  Joyis  flece  of  Jedion, 
Us  Help  the  taHufis. 

The  Icelandic  poets  were  nearly  as  extravagant  in  the  varia- 
tion  of  their  verses,  as  they  were  in  regard  to  their  rhymes.  In 
Snorro's  key  of  versification  are  contained  upwards  of  one  hun- 
dred different  kinils  of  verse,  a  great  number  of  which  appear  to 
have  been  invented  by  himself,  and  designed  as  models  according 
to  which  other  poets  might  frame  their  compositions.  Yet,  not« 
withstanding  their  multiplicity  and  variety,  they  are  all  reduci- 
ble under  tour  principal  classes :  fomyrdalag,  drottqvcsdi,  ioglag, 
and  runhendtL 

1.  Of  thcsefjomtfrdalag  is  the  most  ancient,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  tfie  most  easy  and  simple,  being  unincumbered  either  with 
hemistichial  or  terminating  rhymes.  It  has  merely  the  allitera- 
tion, and,  when  regular,  consists  of  four  long  syllables  in  each 
line.  The  stanzas  generally  contain  eight  lines ;  and  of  these 
there  are  two  kinds ;  Ui,  Such  as  have  regularly  fimr  long  sylla^ 
bles,  as  in  the  specimens  which  I  have  inserted"  from  the  f  oIkju 
pS;  Zdiy,  Such  as  have  only  three  long  syllables  in  the  first  and 
second  lines,  and  four  in  the  third  and  fimrtfau  ^  Thus, 

Oc  til  Thmgs  The  daughter  of  Lok  (Death J 

Thridia  jofVi  tummoncd  the  king  from  thU  worl4 

Hvedrungs  mat  to  ajppear  at  the  bar  of  (Mm. 
•rbeimibMid. 
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The  six-membered  stanjras  dffier  onlj  fiom  the  other,  by  the 
third  and  dxth  lines  exceeding  the  common  measure,  and  oonsistii 
ifl^  of  five,  six,  or  even  more  long  syllable^  according  to  the 
choice  of  the  poet.  Several  (£  the  Eddaic  poems  are  of  this 
Idnd,  as  f^qflhrudmsmdl,  Skimitfor,  HdvamSlj  Sec  Sometimet 
these  two  kinds  offomyrdaimg  alternate,  as  in  the  Hahomarmdl; 
the  second  and  third  stanzas  of  which  consist  of  eight  lines,  and 
the  rest  of  six. 

2.  The  second  kind  of  Icelandic  verse,  is  called  droUqvadif  or 
"  heroic  verse,"  on  account  of  its  boldness  and  majesty.  It  is 
subdivided  into  a  vast  number  of  subordinate  branches,  but  th^ 
may  all  be  reduced  to  two  principal  sorts ;  droUfWjedi  Tpropex, 
which  consists  of  six  long  syllables,  and  liiiulag,  which  consists  of 
eight.  Both  kinds  are  found  in  stancas  of  eight  linear  with  and 
without  rhyme ;  the  latter  differing  only  ftoiaifomyrdalag  in  the 
length  of  its  .quantity.  This  kind  of  verse  is  most  common  among 
the  poets  who  flourished  after  the  ninth  century,  and  was  better 
adapted  to  the  honorary  and  encomiastic  po^ns  diey  composed  in 
celebration  of  the  heroic  deeds  of  the  princes  whose  courts  they 
frequented,  than  the  simple  versificaticm  of  antiquity. 

3.  The  third  ^ecies  is  termed  toghg,  and  di&rs  rery  little 
6eomJbn^daIag,  except  in  the  use  of  rhymes^  die  lines  being  of 
the  same  length,  and  each  stanza  containing,  unifiamly,  eig^ 
lines.  Of  this  kind^  the  following  is  aspecimen  fiom  the  "  Key* 
of  Saorro:— 

Ha  Tost  hristir  The  royal  $fUp  splathcs  the  tea^  and 

Hlum  vigg  tiggia,  mavct  the  wUer  wW^  the  hdm. 

Bord  gmnd  bendir  The  vettd  deavet  CAe  hlue^oo* 

3rimdyrt^ri.  Umred  wtsveu     T%e  inve  primc€ 

BUyeUbriote  ioaded  his  Mfs  to  tf^fiiiL 

Byr  skid  vidi 
Baud  hardr  bordum 
Budlungr  thuoga. 

4.  The  fourth,  and  most  common  among  the  poets  of  t]ie  pre- 
sent day,  is  the  rtMhenda.  Each  stansa  consists  of  eight  lines  ; 
but  the  length  of  the  members  is  different,  having  sometimes 
only  three  syllables,  and  sometimes  four,  six,  and  even  eight  The 
couplets  are  not  encumbered  with  hemistichial  rhymes,  but  are 
all  rhymed  at  the  end,  either  with  one  or  two  syllables. 

Besides  these  different  kinds  of  verse^  the  loeUnders  ui^  at 
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fimeS;  what  tlie j  term  omqwedi,  or  ^  repetitum^"  wbicb  varies  exi 
ceedinglj  in  its  application ;  but  generally  oonnsts  of  two  or  four 
liemirtichs,  which  doee  one  of  the  divisions jC^  the  poem,  and  con- 
tain, in  epitome,  the  subject  of  what  has  been  sung.  Sometimes 
it  occurs  at  the  end  of  every  stanza,  and  fimns  a  kind  of  chorus, 
as  it  also  does  sometimes  at  the  banning* 

As  it  maj  interest  the  reader,  to  see  some  specimens  of  Thor«> 
lakson's  able  translation  of  Milton's  Paradise  Lost,  I  shall  here 
subjoim  a  &w  &om  different  parts  of  the  poem :— - 


TJin  xyrsts  THiUiikii- 
FeDdahlydni 
Og  it-lysting 
Af  epli  forbodnu, 
Hvidan  ovaegur 
Uppbom  daudi, 
Edmtvasiar 
Og  allt  boi  maima ; 

Thar  Ul  annsr  ehm 
^diimadur 
Aptui  for 
Oss  Tidrdsta 
Og  afrekar  nyiaitn 
Osstflhanda 
Fulhfllastad 
F^niinsigri; 

Syng  thu,  Ment»« 
Modir  himneska ! 
Thu  sem  fforebt  fyrty 
A  huldmn  toppi 
£da5!fial 
Saoda-Terdi 
Innblest  fnedanda 
UtfalitMedi, 
Hve  alhetmur  drops 
Af  allsnmblaikB. 

Edalysdthig 
Ijangtum  hdldur 
AtZioMhsd 
Og  ^itobnnmi, 
Sem  fiwDBtreyiudi 
HUFrettgndfigri? 

Enit  thar  odttr  wrf?n 
A  ibag  hef tir, 
HytfrrMrvogtt 
JKedhinflogl 


Atefliithv^ 
Er  gjnginp  heflr 
Hingat  til  Tidreynt 
Hugar-kiapta 
liiodum  i 
Eda  lausii  rada. 
kj>  ffnlf5iw  thu 
Aadiiin  gpdif 
Scm  hcfir  hiacta  nomt 
I  hiyegum 
31  di  en  nraitora 
Mestuprydi, 
Fnad  th«  mq^, 
Thvi  tha  fiodnr  ert ! 

Adur  varta  thar 
Erupphaf  raid, 
Og  Ysengi  ttdduga 
Of  ▼(Hnin  hnerdir^ 
Alhehns  a%ntim 
Semeggdd£^ 
Til  fifin  vennandi 
Friofeamt  giSrdir. 

Upplys  dkwt, 
Ebl  hit  veika, 
I  mer,  sro  hrodr  har 
Scm  hofugt  efm 
Titni  eilifrar 
y  eg  FoTsioiiar 
O^  ffSti  mSmmin  Host 
Gilds  rettlctL 

Inntu  mer  tfai, 
(Thvi  einlds  hlutar 
Bylur  thig  himin 
Ne  djpz  hdyiti  i) 
HvSrr  tdik  9vo  tide 
OgtOfrumirdat 


Fyrstn  hion 
IfarMsUTafin. 

OgafGudi 
Godd  enu  basta, 
SiaUradeDdiir 
SeihyftiB  hlutar, 
Einum  einaita 
Undan  tkildum 
At  Skaparann 
Og  skipun  hans  smidu  ? 

Thu  hefir  oUat 
TJppreist  theirri, 
Hvcifelna  bOivut 
Hdyitk  uadia ! 
liOgand*  af  dftind 
Og  hefiidar  huga 
Frum-modur  rora 
Frekt  thu  tidcUr. 

£r  thu  nalfur  vaif 
Ur  80ti  hnmdin 
Dyrdar  himneskimr 
Dramb  iSbitt  fyriT) 
Sem  fysti  tidg 
Med  fylgd  eidrofa 
Athefiahemal 
Vid  hinma  Drottinn. 

Oggkeppaz  eptir 
I  krapti  dyrdar 
OghcstanMi 
Yid  hann  at  jafhaz  ;     • 
Gudlegt  abnatti 
Grimmum  flflida 
I  botnlaust  a%runii 
Bunduum  tteyptL 

Sem  logbrandur 
Afleq^ttindafaimta 
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Hnqiadi  SaUm 

Hnediligur 

Og  var  i  demants 

Droma  kdrdur, 

Tin  hardrar  hegDiDgar 

Hroka  liiiiim, 

Er  ser  vogadi 

Alls  Yalldanda 

Maktar  aimi 

l^Iot  at  risa. 

Nott  og  dagor 
Niusinnum 
Skiptuz  iim, 
Medan  skari  diofta 
Yelltiz  Minn 
I  vdlanda  diki 
Geysi  thiakadur. 
En  gat  tho  ei  diejMS. 

S?o  var  Uyktat ; 
Satan  skylldi 
Lengur  bida 
Lakari  hefnda* 
Raknar  hann  nu 
XJr  rod  sliku, 
Og  minniz  i  qvohmi 
Mittrahdlla. 

Dapttrr  rendi 
Diupsocknum  augum 
Vidt  um  hveifis, 
Yottom  skdfingar, 
Hams,  heiptrnknia 
Og  luBStu  diambsemi 
Harla  fiarstiedrar 
How  takmorkum. 

Hann  sa  i  einu 
Um  allt  yidlendi 
Sem  mega  englax 
Mestyfirlita, 
Ognogolucka 
Endalausa, 
Og  sig  innUestann 
I  hennimidri. 

Thar  Tar  at  siii 
I^um4ttum 
Bapra  dyUissu, 
Diupann  ofh  kyndtaon ; 
ThogafeUdursa 
Einga  birtu^ 


Heldur  var  ti-s«r 
Sortin  myrkra 
Eintomafullur 
Med  angor-boda, 
Bleikar  voAir 
BoIBnandL 

Ro  Yar  thar  dngin^ 
Ne  ruk  dl  fridar, 
Ei  von,  ne  vyls  bot. 
En  vesaeld  an  enda 
S4z  thar  synda  flod 
Sifddt  alit 
Af  ae  vellanda 
Sem  alldrei  Uemiz, 
Brennusteins  bali ; 
Bolstad  slikann 
Satan  sambodinn 
Ser  thar  hrq^ptL 

Her  var  rangUtum 
Af  rettvisinni 
Utvalin  byggd 
Og  erfd  i  myrkri 
Thri-dikt  isk  Drottni 
Og  dyidar  liod 
Sem  himin-riind  ytsta 
FHL  heims  midpunktL 

O  hvat  miog  mundi 
Misjafht  hittat 
Hibylmn  tbevum 
Og  hinmn  mistu ! 
Nu  •&  Nidhoggiir 
Neyd  umkiingda 
BiHmodB  brsedur 
I  b41-«tramni. 

likastur  hSnum 
L&hitncsta. 
I  makt  og  vondsku 
My-hofdingi ; 
Sa  var  Behebub 
Sidar  laimgu 
Puki  nefhdtir 
I  PaUitina* 

MWfirlan 
Af  miklmn  otta 
Hann  th4  vekur 
Hoiut  andskoti  t 
Satan  ahimni 
SidannefodHr: 


Forsug  ord  thannig 
FramberandL 

Ertuthetta? 
Yfir  mig  gengur ! 
•  Lagt  liggmrthu, 
Uuigt  er  irnOH 
ThesBer  adur 
Af  thusund  englum 
Heidur  bar 
I  haid  skinandL 

Ertu  dietta, 
Sem  &dur  hafdir 
Vinasdtlmala 
Vid  mig  bundit, 
Somu  radagirod, 
Somu  hyggior. 
Von  og  didrftmg 
Tilverkastotra? 

Erum  vid  thi 
I  amnuhruni, 
Sem  i  sslunni 
Samfara  vordnir  ? 
Her  m&  nu  merkja 
Afh&ufiUH, 

H  ve  tfaungt  var  tfammoalai^ 
Thess  er  on  refki. 

Hv6rr  visa  fyrr, 
Enn  ver  nu  reyndom 
Krapt  grand-eblandi 
Grimnra  vopna  ? 
Tho  sbd  mig  edd 
That  1  bita, 
Hvat  refsa  kann  firamft 
ReiduT  sigrazL 

Er  eg  enn  na 
Sama  sinnis, 
Horfiur  dyrdir. 
En  hi^gur  ecki ; 
Fdst  er  reidi. 
Fast  mer  svidur 
Yansisii 
Er  vid  migskedi. 

Atminum  heidii 
Var  ofticr  gengit, 
That  mig  Gudi  gega 
Til  grimdar  hvatti, 
Og  otal  anda, 
Semarsdi  synda 
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Hans  at  ilyja, 
En  hylk  mitt  fddu 

Ogittoanitta 
I  upphiBAm 
Valltnr  Tonar 
Vopnatheia, 
y  elUa  ram  ]|^yggd}im 
Banstldi; 
Tynt  boAun  agri, 
£nn  dtapatoUii. 

UciU  or  hiigur  ndaii 
Og  hcAidaigiiiB, 
Fastar  fiandskapur 
Og  fidhnodur, 
Oglivatumframer 
Oagraodi 
Mink^gdgiy 


Fl]Fcktu  tfaenir 
Og  fleyri  th&ngat 
^JUDBUUli  auffiuu 
Dapozt  vendandi,  • 
Tho  mitti  ad  viso 
xhari  meikja 
OlamxMi  Itdnn 
Afg^biagdi; 

£r  their  fia  fvo 
Sinn  foringia 
£i  af  Orranting 
^TfirfiOlin, 
Er  tbdr  tin  og 
I  sbIu  tioni 
£i  med  oOn  tlio 
Enn  tortynda* 

y.innfgtnn  %nd 
I^kifianda 
Med  tama  torta 
Sai  umvafinn, 
Tbo  feck  hdm  hcimtan 
HannatTana 
Styik  hngar  ana 
Og  stor  €fd  midti ; 

Voro  tbauagat 
At  jfinkyni) 


F jri  makt  ne  reidi^ 
£i  flkal  ^#»  tsm  ihik 
Af  merkuga. 

£f  egbliugar 
]B^iddi  nadar* 
Og  Tirdti  godliga 
Vald  that  hnokimi, 
Sem  aimiir  thevsi 
££Mamt  gi5nU, 
That  VKri  yeaaildt) 
VentaandpAt 
HidungTerri 
Hreptu£dU. 

Oas  gidrda  Fcvlog 
Odaudliga, 
GifuGudakn^; 
(Gott  er  i  eftuim :) 

Faeadise 


Hefir  OM  reyndaa 
Hyggnari  giorda, 
Enn  ei  veikari 
I  TOpna-bnrdi ; 
ITi^ffTwm  vtat  thfi 
Til  kift  eilifium 
Samdc^byija 
Med  aigur-YMidnm. 
y er  akulum  bmka 
ydog  kiapta, 
Og  Tid«vin  fom 
AUdrei  ssitaa 
Sem  OS  unnum  nu 
Tfirhlackar, 
Og  rcdar  etn  dllu 

Bikill  hjmnmty. 

Lost,  Book  I.  line  1—124. 


Enn  i  raun  rettri 
Biekarlygar, 
Hvarmed  fina  von 
Hann  veikahiesti 
Og  tfaeim  hradalu  geig 
Hratt  nr  brioatum. 

Hann  baud  hemaBtt 
At  hefiaz  akyldi 
Merki  mektugasy 
Medheropif 
Bisunu  og  hidra 
BUestri  hveUum; 

Kaua  aer  kjortign  tha 
Cherub  Aiazel, 
Thoktiz  hann  heidzi 
Theaaum  ncrstur, 
Og  atraxutrakd 
Af  atanng  guU-kgii 
Fanu  ftudanliga 
Fylkisdyrindi; 

Stodhun  hafinn 
Sem  hasrstkunni 
Tilatfita, 
Sem  teikn  4  lopti, 
B14nkadihu9 
Og  bUkti  i^yindi 


GuUi  giorthakin 
Og  Gimatcinumy 
Sylfri,  Serapha  tign 
Og  aigur  piydu 

GaD  thi  geyn-hTellt 
Glymiandi  m&lmur, 
Og  berinn  hropadi : 
Hurra!  gidnaUuTy 
Svo  hoi  helvitis 
Hlaut  at  rifiia, 
Sk4]f  ttudn  alheima 
Og  bin  alldna  nottr^ 

M4tti  nugegnum 
Myrkor  lita 
Tir-da  teikna 
Tiu  thuaundiiy 
Sem  blokta  bylginm  Uk, 
BHkandi  i  U>pti 
Mjog  til  at  mynda 
Sem  moxgunrodi. 

Med  theim  uppkom 
Af  nuckium,  apiotum, 
Skogor  akia]£u]di 
Ski51dum,  bi^lmum, 
Rigreknum  aaman 
I  radir  thraungvar. 
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Ereddmitd 
Fyrirendani. 

Fcr  nu  heir  frttn 
I  iyikiiig  jafiiri, 
Fylgdi  tfaar  MUHgui 
Fagur-hBoda 
Mod  ton  Ooriakum 
Af  tmmbuilctd 
Og  hydhnn  pipisn 
Hverretna  Metnr ; 

S4  er  miSg  iMum 
Til  mannd&dir 
Gidrdi  hieifiuin  hug 
Hreysti  manna, 
Frvopna  thing 
Vaskiraokta 
Eibles  hann  adi, 
Neof  ttoptt, 
Hddor  ttyrkti  biiost 
Med  ttddvun  thftnka. 

Tflatftftstu 
Fotuni  ^Sfnigga 
Ogdiifkdtig 
Fyrir  daudans  otta, 
TUatMftelaz 
Flotta  ragann ; 
NasrodUdsdir 
Medfldaupi. 

Varat  hfiomur  ham 
Hinnhiiddle^ 
Minnur  mtoigv 
I  mot  hug^ddgiu, 
Angist,  e&aemd, 
Ottfts  sorgom,  , 

Ondum  og  mdnnum 
Semat  threngia. 

Thannig  trtida  their 
Med  th&nka  stiHtmn 
Hliodir  hdta  jdrd 
Og  hardla  qtaldiz. 
Gat  thog&ngs  pinu 
GlapH  tbfrmn 
Hiiomur  yndsll  mjOg 
Af  hliodpipum. 

Nu  their  n4  komnir 
Nimustadari 


Feiknailig  reim 
Fylktmskara 
Lengdin  leidAbmid 
Og  leiptur  TDpna, 
Sem  henneim  fiimir 
Med  hliilw  og  ipiot. 

Thidn  their  avamn 
Yfirbiodandt, 
Ennhann  akiot  eygdr 
Skodun  tamri 
Hennir  bradt  gegmnn 
Rod  sahvorja, ' 
Ogsinn  aUann  herr 
YfirUtnr. 

Nidurskipun 
Msrstm  fkDegri^ 
Einnig  akapnadi 
Og  iaynd  theirra 
Gaf  hann  gstrat 
Gudmn  aomandi, 
Og  thi  St  lyktum 
Allataldi. 

Mi5g  svo  vid  ihetta 
Mektar  ogTfnni 
Of  dmnbi  Arutnar 
Bjofida  hiarta, 
Stolhiir  stsrir  sig 
Og  Btsliz  nuBTBta, 
ThTi  iafii^  Hd  thessa 
Bar  jord  alldrcL 

Fam  yar  Phlegm 
Slagdaaagor 
Hetiortfasr  Thcbis 
Er  hja  str&ddu 
Og  Troja-kift  kappar 
Ksnir,  i  medal      « 
Biaigvatta  sinna 
I  beggiftlidi. 

Fcrravartal 
Hinna  feiknar  miklu 
Riddara  Skara 
Skrdksdgumi, 
Og  fri  Serklandi 
Sendrahenja, 
Er  ELaDamagnusar 
Kappa  giOrraUa 


Vid  Fontaialua 
FeUdaletu. 

Tho  Tar  herr  tfaeni, 
Thmnndanraim 
Alladandliga 
Sem  yflr  geck^ 
Oddfitaammi 
Yfrit  hlydinn. 

Var  hann  i^rir  theim 
At  vafnkik  mjdg, 
Stod  hann  iem  torn 
Med  stoBtar  biBgdi 
Mist  var  ei  giSnrdU 
Medakc^  prydi. 

Heraaa  enhraaadr 
Hoftii-engill, 
Dyid  aem  dnfin  Tar 
Med  dddra  myikri, 
Rett  aem  nyriain 
ROdtdl  syniz 
Gcgnum  siondefldar 
Glyiu  daggar, 

Og  thi  Uakt  hxms 
Bakfr&mana 
Fonuyik?ul  annns 
TflrfoldbKidb, 
Og  jafliTa)  'uLvGlduin 
Ugg  i  hrio«ti 
Ejrkor  geigwunar 
XJmbreytingaf* 

Svo  var  dyiuiuur 
Tho  af  dyrd  skki 
Hofut-engBl 
Afhcdfidlinn 
Og  bar  inngrafin 
landliti 

Thmnia  dji^  dr 
Af  thungu  dagL 

Hiyggd  tar  aftn&lnt 
Hdvaidar  Idnnum 
Nonta  d6par 
NibleikQm&; 
Hirakein  af  enni 
Hogar  styrkcRy 
Vottar  drambf  tidmfA 
Vcndir  hefiida. 
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HeipCar  ciM 

Tho  var  medaumkan 

Thari  blandiii 

AfbiadnfidH 

Tflbfilfldamdni 

Oeodankga 

I  erfSqTala; 

Med  tbri  mogd  dika, 
Maigar  thofundir, 
lidt  hann  Mhmmi 
Li4iigt  tmrtrdmaf 
Fyri  fyigd  Totta 
FlaMoini, 
Tho  scram  trua 
At  tfaiolaum  f^aua. 


Sfo  stendur  bein  Taaunn 
AbliiBam, 
Eild-tkogur 
OfioiTianim, 
Og  beidar  gieni 
Semhla  toppa 
Lititbcfir 
Fyrilopt-eldi 

I  briosd  thmngna 
Bjo  nu  at  Tarpa 
A  tba  otduiu 
ErkidiSfli; 
Stodhann  fyikinga 
Aiidt  a  w*«ll^ 


litfa^hring 
Innihiktor. 

Nurar  gatungaft  . 
Od  gsCt  thagnar, 
Tb4  reyndi  Satan  til 
I  tbijar  Tdfur ; 
Trodu  ter  engillig 
T&  fhun  thrisvar 
Qtgnam  dicqpt  fbrakt 
Og  drambt  fdkmr. 

Funda  tbo  lokims 
Farvegthesri 
Old  af  andTdipum 
Opt  thvenkorin. 


BookI.Une5n^JS2h 


Btm  at  ivo  Bi%du 

Bbralldan  lykil 
Obamingiu 
Tol  tbat  t6raf«dt 
AttioniTora 
Drag  na  biitigbala 
HnndiBgann 
Skiinul  skadvaiui 
£r  ikreid  at  poUi. 

Tb&  itrax  tbeyttizupp 
Tbnngur  dagbauidiir 
Hvl>i]iim  cckert  ^ 
Annat  Yitk 
Matti  bot  hagga 
Hun  sidan  Yatt 
Lagkon  Ijkfl  sum 
I  Ub  fiiabrotinn. 

Datt  fr&  digor  bT0iT 
Dcmanu  boDti 
Stuinai  stal  fiadiar 
Stzax  tmdanletu 
Sfo  dcall  Mk  bifodiun 
likyndinga 
Hdvitif  bind 
MedbiabraM 


Hiykti  bardt  gminam. 
I  hennai  lomum 
Tbat  var  tbTibkaz      # 
At  tbnima  ilaegi 
Svo  ndtrar  nedsti  botn 
INiflbdmL 
Upp  gat  bun  Idkit 
£n  aptmbyigut 
Yondrar  ogi  var 
I  Taldi  Sffndar* 

Nu  stodu  poftm 
NoataTidtopin 
Sfo  sordid  rttita  brtfr 
Med  fltridsftnom, 
Hettum,  bjdY6gnnm 
Haegligagat 
Gengh  thi  diegai 
Tbar  i  gegnum. 

Gaus  ur  gapi  tb?i 
Ofimdar««Tida 
Ogliotixlogyur, 
likt  scm  ur  ofiii ; 
Yard  tbeim  Yidajrut  miog 
UmTidbbttandi 
AUt  bit  auda  dtnp, 
AdurbnUt, 

So 


HafdtthndahUflt 
Liioss  og  'ifMrJift 

Thar  breitt  og  Ungt  attt 
Clbo  tU  hjMAM  ie) 
Tjnic  an  tdhi, 
Tidogftadur; 
Tbar  Otoig  dlst 
Og  Otkapnadur 
JE  r&da  riki 
Beglulejrsis 

Her  tbeir  forfednr 
Fyrii^da, 
Fra  bveim  nattoran 
Nidorstigur 
Oro  umkringdir 
OgsvastridL 
Her  YiU  brat  odm 
Heittogkallt 
It  Tota  og  thumi 
Yerda  meonay 
JE  oginnBitB 
Utfierandi 

Her  ens  minsta  moiBy 
JElr  nUk  ei  deik. 

Sem  fer  STfljmandi 
Aiinnm&tabT^ 
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Til  1U9  ut  buit, 
Lett  edur  b5fugt 
Hrast  edur  buddett 
Hvat  og  sein  fiuS) 
Otalia  annuU 
Eini  og  fbkmidury 
Af  sterkt  etridindi 
Stormum  tbtjrttuf . 

Her  ber  hvdrr  urn  aig 
Herrateni 
£it  aognablikf 
En  Otkapnadur^ 
Sem  urfikemsU 
Med  sldpua  mavi^ 
Gidrir  tbeim  tha 
Throta  verri, 
H«im  fyrir  hvdiin 
Heldarriki 
Her  er  bdnum  nmt 
Yfir  hvivetna 
Bodi  valdbertndi 
BHnd  TUviBm. 

8vo  ftod  SatMi  na 
I  iSgdudkqM, 
I  biulstri  hcfanf  Ton, 
Sem  hdnum  mlUce 
VerdurgiBrtadgrdf, 
Tbar  grund  cr  ciogiii 
£i  lopt,  d  logur, 
£i  Loga  brimi) 

Heldur  from  eAii 
Og  hm  til  theirm, 
Hvat  Yid  Mnat  aOt 
I  orddblandat, 
Er  at  cllifU 
AldidMrtds 
Ut  an  Abnottit 
Af  tbeim  n3ritf 
Vitjivcraldir 
Yerdal&ta. 

Yid  that  vmu-d|up 
Yardenum  slaga 
Bdlverk  bidldkat, 
A  barmi  vitis ; 
Starandi  stod  ban 
Um  ftundu  sokir, 


Og  virdti  Qni  ler 
Yandann  gang. 

£i  Tar  allmiptt  sond 
Um  ad  sveima 
flj  mundu  «p^n»»fv 
Merkja  hluitir 
Hark  og  hireyatt 
Her:  (atUlqa 
Mjog  storum  hlutum 
Yid  miklu  tmifaxi :) 
En  tbi  beitan  bor 
Hildur  sear 
MedgQy  pOrvdUnai 
I  gegn  borg  ejnni. 
At  mn  kdl  kunni 
Keyraz  nidur; 

Ei  minnur)  enn  ef 
OfanfelU 
Himint  byelfing* 
£da  hdfiitakepnur 
Yndii  iffiogom 
Allt  jardar  hrd 
Snoffgla  af  dmun 
Snuningf  4iL 

Loknna  laBtnr  faaaa 
Langa  vsngi 
Til  flugi  ut^nta 
Og  fliott  upplyptnr 
Botni  burtspaikar 
I  bylgium  reykiar 
Svo  fer  bann  fram 
Um  fiolda  lasta  ( 
StoUt  um  hug 
SemistolafdqiiiiB. 

En  er  thmtii  than 
Tha  vaid  fjrir 
Audn,  tbar  edcnt  var 
Afar  vid  fUemi, 
Misti  ifa4  m<nd*arr 
Er  bann  miniC  ▼azdi, 
Flug  sins,  Ibigifim 
The  flogta  reyndi, 
Fell  bann  fimw^^h^wwd 
Eadmatvenna 
Ofimaptnr 
•Olipra  billtu. 


Og  dvaWis  4i«kili# 
I  dag  enn  na 
Utan  h^4f  Imqa 
Heilli  versta 
Skyi  ficBmfiiy]|ta 
Fyiirord^C 

BrenmiiteinI  mflj 
Og  bitni  lop^mQli 
AkeodntTartbm 
Off  ODDbxatt  fianda 
Svo  nwgfw  unhflTi 
En  misti  fiii9blw» 
OglendtiMl 
I  ledju  feni, 
Hvar  ei  tM  v« 
Ne  ye^Uiir  fitftvi. 

Tbar  oetar  bann 
Tbyina 


Milli  londe  og  gsunga  ; 
Tho  dir^iu  bann  <i«l 
Tbr6Ute  kenmi 
Afframblaiittif  bntt 
Brauta  bann  ge^raMt 

Yfirtbydrt^lbvn 
Tbo  thongt  yeiiti, 
MedbSOifiiMi 
Hdndum,  va 
Sveymar  ii 
Sdckur,  j 
Fer  fobniagMg 
Eda  flog  tbreytir, 

Ldn  b«m  nmlDa  nt 
Moti  ser  koma 
Grenjanda  gl«iim» 
Og  greinaiUuBam 
Oh)iod  undaiUg, 
Er  ofallt  ^ymjat 
Bu^adar  laddir, 
Sem  rakuz  gcgitOB 
iHolt  hmn-flami 
Heldur  steiUiga. 

Styrir  ban  na  tfaangaC 
Stefiiu  sinni 
£^  Tid  aUnodcurt 
Otta  gleginn, 
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£1  vid  ancU  ndim, 
I  avthim  tbcim 
Enum  staoralaosa 
Stadeganda. 

Ettt  ▼»  Ifbnn  hasf 
Atnmfiretta 
Una  nattu  kid, 
£r  bag!  th&agat. 
Son  mattiix  mcrki 
Jttjfkva  og  000 1 
And^ank  bJknim 
Oikapnadttr 
114ditfiranag 
Og  tiald  ham  myrkva ; 
ThcM  dodmr  dnkar 
Of  dinp  bieiddu  tig. 

SUjaodi  thar  d» 
I  fTJirta  iknidi 
Onmagomul 
A  grams  stoli, 
Hfimim  dfeIkU  m 
£r  MBiri^laiidL 

Thar  iloda  thetrii 
Thflim  tU  hlida, 
Oicof  og  Adflfy 
Og  med  ogn  neflidar 
JDcinogo^goii, 
Th&daofTihiliaii 
Thi  O^tkt,  OhHod 
OgO-ctda, 


dU  i  Iflogum, 
Og  enn  at  lyktmn 
Thneta  tfausund  mjnt 
(Thehra  Tont) 

Hug^jarftir  vid  Hieim 
Snoiz  Hdyaidur, 
Og  fkaut  ofdum  at : 
TherYfirvoDd 
Scm  droCtnit  her 
Yfir  diupi  tbetni ! 
Thu  aldin  Omg  I 
Tha  Oskapnador ! 

Htifir-at  mig  hnjnni 
tTiiigf4  ifH^^*'^"j 
At  urn  haHn  hag 
Hefiavilji 
Banadm  ne  riSdnuL 
BOdiyckar, 
Hddm  Daudfyn  nog 
Kufkranda 
YfiraudnthMM 
Otkipuligu. 

Oflgnuiii  vidaAta 
VeUdisyduttt 
Uggar  Idd  mm 
Ilionilftir, 
Ogioftgnak 
/VH  eg  dnfflnmi 
Til  hOfr  uqpadnr 
TiSdfaittotUs  Bi0Ar//.ftiie871«iWr- 


£rm4iMent1 
Ytsta  merii^jmn 
Hmnftdlia  hcima 
Og  hifwiii«4ffn^w- 
Oghafthi-yegi 

Nyligazant 
Nockrum  paitiy 
Odalyckait 
Sem  the  (mIht  var, 
Thi  er  thinki  mimi 
Thisgat  rendciv— 
y  itU  veg  thami  mar 
OgTil  egydnir 
Eckert  aUflnatt 
I  umbun  gefiu 

Land  that  er  leCnt 
Leggegi^tur 
Undir  yckait  Tald 
Og  audn  lem  fyir 
Sto  gamla  grtma 
(GcflDg  eg  thTi  tfiannig) 
M.cgL  merid  thai 
Maktar  ahmar 
Aptur  iqpp  te^ai— 
£r  diimin  hdhdin 
Kintopiy  en  aidiv 
YekarheOL 
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A. 

AboUtkm  of  the  Althing,  406. 

AUiafiall,  293. 

Ale-wells,  307. 

Alftsvirtn,  440. 

Algerine  Pirates,  depredatioiis  ef,  200. 

AlmaniMigik,  chasm  of,  67* 

Anitenrtinn,  distiDgiiishiDg  chancteristie  of  ledandic  Poetiy,  545. 

traces  of  in  the  Hebrew,  551.— Jn  Oxcek  and  Lttin,  559,  553. 
Furnish,  553 — Welsh,  ibid — ^Anglo-^^koon,   554..-^S€0tdi, 
555. 
Althing,  or  GcDenl  AssemUj,  13,  59.— Abolition  of,  405. 
America,  discoveij  of^  bj  the  loehuiders,  19* 
Amtman,  10. 

Anglo-Saxon  paetiy,  553,  554. 
Aihver,  393. 

An  Frode,  first  Icebmdie  historian,  70.    . 
AxnaMagncfus,  344. 
AinarfeU  Ydknl,  82. 
Amarvatn,  420. 

Ascent  of  KnhU,  151.— Onefii  Ydkul,  203^-Snsefea  T^knl,  315. 
Astronomer,  fiustic,  435. 
Audur  the  Bkh,  345. 
Auxora  Borealis,  277« 

B. 

Baagoe,  Mr,  127. 

Badstofih  87,  283.— Hot  Spring,  so  called,  448. 

Banks,  Sir  Joseph,  402. 

Baptism  of  the  Icdanders,  30. 

Baa^  St  Martin's,  70.«-SnoEi9  Sturloson's,  387.^yqMur,  147,  392. 
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Bamaboirg  Uva,  308. 

BMdtt,  191, 194,  217,  2S8,  314,  361,  354,  366,  37C,  378,  384,  486. 

Basket,  punge  of  a  mer  in,  172. 

Baolm,  Mount,  384. 

Bcgiii,  104. 

BeuB,  Greenland,  278. 

Beard,  long,  381. 

Beneddr  deecribed,  330. 

Bereerkia  Iavs,  380.— Cairn,  96S. 

Benediction,  338. 

Beseaetad  school,  287- 

Bible,  Translations  and  Editions  of  the  Icelandic,  469—496. 

Scardtj  of  in  Iceland,  67,  78,  93,  96, 112,  119,  130,  136, 168,  181, 
187,  206,  218,  240,  264,  268,  306,  312,  338,  346,  439. 

Dcore  of  the  IceUnders  to  obtain  copies,  46,  89,  93,  104,  115,  123, 
166,  294,  297,  306.— Gmtitiide  for,  43,  116, 187,  324,  338,  410. 
Aoq[uaintanGe  widi,  36,  79. 

Traces  of  Volcanoes  in,  138,302. 

Society,  British  and  Fordgn,  print  an  edition  of  the  Icdafldlc  Kew 
Testament,  492.— jQf  the  Bible,  494 — Grant  £300  to  thfe  Society 
in  lodand,  410. 

Sode^,  Icelandic,  fomiatioii  ol^  406.— Letter  Afom,  410. 
Bildudal,  factory  of,  366. 
BUiMI,79. 
lllanda  river,  fl^,  434 
Blot-stein,  stone  of  sacrifice,  338. 
BocBly  habit  and  appeaianot  of  the  ledanden,  20. 
Borealis,  Aurora,  277* 
Break-neck,  a  &nn  so  called,  249. 
Bnlkmslipk,  Surturbrand  at,  368. 
Breidamark  Yokul,  196. 
Bridge,  the  only  one  in  Iceland,  171* 
Bruara  river,  the  passage  of,  63. 
Buda  volcano,  313. 
Budastad,  factory  of,  313. 
Bulands-holdi,  dangerous  pass  of^  325. 

C. 
Cascade,  a  curious,  261. 

Cathedral  at  Reyldavik,  service  in,  60.— Holum,  107* 
Caves,  267,  306. 

Cavern,  313.— Remarkable  one  of  Surtshellir,  420. 
Character  of  the  Icehuiders,  21,  35,  457. 
Children,  education  oiy  96^— Punishment  for  neglect  of,  174. 
Cbimnies,  volcanic,  271,  300,  30& 

ChristiaBity,  first  attempts  to  introduce, -27. — ^Establishment  of,  30. 
Churches,  tceUndic,  described,  64,  68,  441.— Kumber  of,  32. 
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CItigy,  dumcter  of,  3d.»DiiadTantages  of  thdr  situation,  48,  438— Povertj 

of,  33. 
Climate,  274. 
Computatioii  of  time,  181. 

Cones,  volcanic,  82,  126,  138,  147,  289,  300,  809,  321,  330,  4^ 
Comadson,  Sira  Jen,  430. 
Com,  wild,  242. 
Courts  of  Justice,  17* 
Ciater  of  Krabla,  boiHng  pool  in,  162.-.EIldboig,  309.. 

D. 
David  of  the  wildeniess,  208. 
Desert,  joomej  through,  79—86,  428—428. 
Diet  of  the  Icelanders,  113. 
Disposition  of  the  Icelanders,  22. 
Dispute  settled,  92. 
DiiqMvog,  182. 

Domestic  education,  286.— Employments,  282. 
Domhringr,  or  Doom*s  ring,  339. 
Dr^  of  the  Icelanders,  120. 
Drift-timber,  379. 

Drunkenness,  awftil  effiicts  o^  364.«-»Not  common  in  Iceland,  101,  364. 
Ducks,  eader,  362,  364. 


Earthquakei,  460— 463. 

Edda,  the,  described,  622,  &c 

Education,  domestie,  286,  26. 

£iderHhiekB,a6B^a64. 

Emk  the  Bed,  ^loofa  Oimdted,  17. 

Eirikson,  8ira  YigAii,  437. 

Elephantiasis,  234.— Job  afflict  with,  233. 

Endbo^  volcano,  309. 

EEd-eyar,  or  Sn  IsUnds,  41. 

Endvatn,  river  o^  239. 

Elsineur,  town  of,  40. 

Ennit,  dangerous  pass  at,  323. 

Epit^hs,  108.— Runie,  328,  388. 

£iuptklns»  vokMrfe,  197,  M9, 229,  Bil,  948,  940,  MT,  M. 

Eskiflord,  fiMtoiy  of,  178. 

Eyafialla  Y6knl,  266. 

l^UflOid,  falk7  e^  88, 117. 

Eydal,  180. 

Eyraibacka,  fi^torj  of,  268. 

Evening,  winter,  bow  spent  in  loehMlA,  288. 

Eiports,400. 

Expoiilionof  In£tfits,30. 
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Family  wonhip,  90,  285,  306,  375. 

Faxeflotd,42. 

Fen,  105,  254. 

Feny,  126,  158,  172. 

Finnidi  poetry,  allitentioni  found  in,  553. 

Fmnstad,  172. 

Fire  islands,  41. 

Fishing  season,  279. 

Flatey,  island  of;  353. 

Flat^ensis,  Codex,  353. 

Fliotahveifi,  21& 

Floki,  a  Norw^ian  pirate,  8. 

Fnioskft,  valley  and  forest  of,  118. 

Forms  and  Ceremonies  of  the  Icelandic  Church,  Lutfaeran,  ft. 

Fossvollam,  169. 

Fox,  sagacity  of,  358. 

Fuhnen  Society,  492. 

FuUing,  mode  of,  in  Iceknd,  282. 

Funeral  ceremonieai  327*' 

G. 

Gardar,  one  of  the  first  discoverers  of  Iceland,  8. 

Garde,  visit  the  archdeacon  at,  45. 

Geitland  Yiflnil,  417. 

Genealogical  descent,  Icelanders  proud  af,  380. 

Genesis  six.  iUustrated,  139.  * 

Geysers,  or  hot  spouting  fountains,  64. — Description  of  the  Gmat  Geyacr,  «5w 

—Eruptions  of,  67,  71,  72,  73,  74.— New  Geyaer,  60,  74.~DiseoTtt 

the  key  to,  74.— Little  Geyser,  75.-.^ey8er  at  Bcykiumy  447— fiop. 

tion  of,  450» 
Gilsfiord,  374* 
Gilshacka,  419. 
Gislason,  Sira  Jon,  346. 
Glioma  ice*mountain,  381. 
Gnupsvotn,  217. 
Godi,  what,  12. 
Gotshalkson,  Oddur,  46a— First  trandator  of  the  New  Totamcnt  into  lea. 

landic,  469.— -His  veraon  described,  471. 
Government,  form  of,  1 1. 
Greenland,  first  discovered,  17.— Damafa  colonies,  18.-«GnenlaDd  ice,  97ft.- t 

Bears,  276. 
Greniadarstad,  visit  the  Dean  of,  135.  * 

Grimsey,  scarcity  of  the  Scriptures  on,  93. 
Grimstad,  kind  reception  at,  160. 
Grand,  00. 
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Orundarfiord,  fiustory  of,  324. 

Gudbiand  Thorlakson,  bishop  of  Hdum,  108.— Character  of,  ibid.— ^Epitiqpl^ 
ibid.— TranshUes  and  prints  the  firat  edition  of  the  loeUndic  Bible,  475. 

H. 

Hafiiarfiord,  factory  of,  46.  . 

Hafurs^  passage  of,  251. 

Haga,  £Effm  of,  368. 

HaUbiama-stadar-kamb,  marine  productions  at,  128, 

Hallgrimr,  Sira,  of  Steinstad,  100. 

H41s,  reception  at,  118. 

Happiness,  rural,  159. 
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Hrostabovg  volcuio,  157 

Hvam,  846,  487. 

HTcdbfliot,  sai. 

HTcnTeDir  hot  springs  described,  429. 

Hvits,  81..p-^  mer  of  the  same  name  in  Bovgarfiord,  296L 

Hvit^rvatU)  81. 

HvUftivdnnm,  295. 

Htisafdl  mooiey  417* 

Husavik,  ftctory  of,  127.^— Su^nr  exported  from,  129. 

Hytaidal,  304. 


lee,  Greenland,  275. 

Ice-mountains.    See  YdkuL 

lodand,  its  situation,  !•— X)f  Tolcanic  origin,  ibid.— (ts  ydcanoes,  2.^LBir«^ 
ibid. — ^Hot  springs,  4 ;  and  see  Hot-springs. — General  dwe  of  die  iabii^ 
6.*-Its  discoyery  and  colonization,  7»-^Ancietit  consfltdtion,  ll.-«.Fi«e 
republic,  12,  14.— Laws,  14 — ^Transfer  of  the  ishnid  td  Nerway,  IIU^ 
C^Til  divisions  and  officers,  1&«— -Population,  20.— Persdnal  appcMnoe 
and  disposition  of  the  inhabitants,  fliid.-.-JjaBgUage  aAd  litenMnn,  21.— 
Art  of  writing,  wb^  introduced,  22.— Ptindng,  24«^Pre8eBt  sMe  of 
kaming,  25.^AnGient  religion,  ibid.-*Christ]anit7  introdveed,  27«'-Jle- 
fotmation,  82.-.^ff.ciitoriMtkal  gomnmefit,  fbtL-^-^Clittgfy  83*-.4H«ite  of 
rdigicm,  35. 

Idolatry,  Scandinavian,  885,  340. 

Illustrations  of  Scripture,  Gen.  x.  25. 371— 4dv.  10.  140— ^tlk.  24,  80.  138. 
— Deut  xxzii.  17-  and  Fsahn  cvi.  37.  141.— Rttlh  iL  4.  ;V4.— I  8am. 
xzv.  0. 55.-2  Kings  ziv.  20. 327— ^ob  zxL  33. 333.— xi&  1 5— 2a  188. 
— xxvi  14.  09.— xxxvii.  22.  278.— Eodes.  ii.  8.  141.^Isaiah  laaSL  S. 
175.— xzziv.  11.  104.— zlyiL  2.  243.— Iz.  20.  384— 4xir.  1—8. 808.— 
Jeremiah  x^riiL  14.  319 — ^xxxL  21.  124.— IL  25,  20.  137.— Hieah  L  3,  ' 
4. 802r-^Nahttm  L  5«  0. 187.^Mat4MW  ndr.lL  248.^M«fc  i.  7. 1 14. 
—X.  12,  18.  50.— Luke  ^  4.  175. 

Invidris-hniukar  volcanic  hills,  84. 

Importation,  articles  of,  400. 

Ingolf,  due  of  thfe  fltot  sMlcn,  9. 

IngiaUdshvol,  322. 

TngHlfthofdi,  promontory  of,  274. 

Innrahofan,  292. 

Intelligafee^  utcomaUNi,  lAetaooM  oT,  79>  116,  268,  ^  485,  441. 

iBtermtfnl,  mode  of^  327* 

Jooado,  Sirs  Danid,  808. 
GisU,10J,477. 
3ira  Gudmundr,  311. 
Sira  Hiallte,  380. 
Sira  Jon  of  Audabredca,  li8» 
Sira  Jon  of  ^ifidil,  104. 
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JoDfon,  Siia  J<m  <^  KAlfkfell,  218. 

Sim  Jon  of  M^UbrofeU,  442. 

Siim  Stdngrimr,  263. 
Inzfell,89e. 
Irish  booths,  342. 

IL 

KeriingarfiaUa  volcanoes,  81. 

KiaUinun,  82. 

Kiarnd,  inteirebti^  ¥i8it  td,  01. 

Ebfli  Vokiil,  6)  19a 

Klofa-hamman-rettar,  collecting  of  sh^  at,  299. 

Knowledge,  general  difiluion  of,  2ft. 

KddugU  Volcano,  245^-.&aptk>ns  of,  IK 

Krabla,  Mount,  ascent  of,  15l.x-BoUing  pool  in  the  ctiJtdt  of,  152.&— View 

from,  105k 
Krablandft,  a  boiling  spring,  360. 
Krisuvik,  sulphnr  mountain  and  hot  springs  of,  454. 
Kzosshohmi,  346. 

Kudafliot,  the  Nile  of  Icebnd,  248. 
KvennabredEa,  birth-place  of  Ama  MagnsBos,  344. 
Kyrkiobft  Abbey,  237. 

L. 

Lagaiffiot,  173. 

I^amba-hnnn,  84. 

Landbrot,  239. 

Irfmdfoged,  who,  16. 

Language,  IceUndic,  21. 

JL&ngadal,  435. 

Laugarvalla,  hot  springs  at,  63« 

Laraof  Gardd,  45.— ThingvaDa,  62.— Kial,  82.— Lamba,  84.— Adaldal,  126. 
— Mjyatn,  137 — Bzown,  218.— Skaptftr,  231.— Myidalsand,  243.— Hen^ 

gMall  mountains,  270.— Western  Skaidsheidi,  300 ^Hranndal,  SOI.— 

Griotardal,  303.— Banudxng,  308.— Elldborg,  309.— Buda,  313.— Sn». 
fdl,  316, 321 — ^Berserkia,  330.— Svinadal,  346.— Hiaidardal,  361.— Gr«. 
nafell,  364.— Grey  laya,  419.— Bald  Yiflcul,  429.— near  Alftavatn,  446. 

Laws,  14. 

Laxi,  or  Salmon  Birer,  63, 125,  136,  413. 

Leir&,294. 

Ldr&rgdrdum,  295. 

Leprosy,  Icelandic,  described,  231. 

Levitical  law  respecting  the  leprosy,  ibid. 

Library,  school,  at  Bessastad,  287 — Female,  94.— Prirate,  33^  360.— Cir- 
culating, 182. 

Liosafatn  lake,  123. 

Literature  of  the  Icdanders,  remarks  on,  22. 
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liomagnupi,  pvomontocy  of,  217. 
Lonsheide,  186. 
Ldg»5gumadr,  oflke  of,  14. 
Lysuhol,  hot-fpoDg  fd,  312. 

M; 

Magneuf  Ante,  leeknclic  antiquary,  344» 
Hagauawn  Skule,  Sywdman,  374. 

Berg  Sira,  187. 

Fino,  Proibsor^  trandatei  the  Poem  of  Thankt  torn  Icda&dt# 
the  Bible  Society,  503.— One  of  the  first  Itfing  poeti,  644. 
Hann-tapa-gO,  dangeiouB  chaim  of,  382. 
Hariuurfliot,  261. 

Heanah,  lOopMock's,  translating,  103.— Pope's,  361. 
Hidnig^it^un,  382. 

Milton,  translator  of,  100, 102.— Spednms  of  traidatimi,  657— 603. 
Mineral  springs,  307' 
Mineralized  wood,  368.  "^ 

Mddrufdl,  interesting  visit  to,  442. 
MddruTaUa  Abbey,  97- 
Mossfell  diurch,  54. 
Mouse,  sagacity  of,  417* 
Myrafii,  lake  of,  143. 

K. 

Kaddodd  dtsoovers  lodand,  8. 
Narfeyri,  840. 

Keglect  of  education  punished,  174. 
Nordurft,  298,  384. 
Nordur-fayer,  13U 

O. 

Oath,  pagan  form  of,  12. 

Obsidian  mountain,  156. 

Occupations,.  279.— Winter,  282. 

Odde,  interesting  visit  to,  269L    , 

Odm,  26. 

Olafsen,  Eggert,  366. 

Olaftvik,  323. 

Olftisa,  269. 

Order  of  Council  in  fiitour  of  the  Icdanders,  403. 

6rs&  Ydkul,  203.— £ruption  of  in  1727,  209. 

Oxa-hver,  132. 


Papar,  237- 
P^Ksy,  184. 
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Pandise  in  Iceland,  12S. 

Fandiie  Lost,  traoalation  of,  into  Icelandic,  102* 

Extracts  from,  667. 
Parishes,  number  o£^  31. 
Paulson,  Sira  Guttorm,  177* 

STcnd,  surgeon,  250* 
Peninsula,  north-west,  described,  348. 
Penmanship  superior,  common  in  Iceland,  46,  283. 
Period  of  traffii^  47>  398. 

Pirates,  Algerine,  depredations  committed  by,  260. 

Poem  of  Thanks  frmn  IceUnd  to  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Sodety,  497. 
Poetry,  Icelandic,  inquiry  into,  511. 
Pope*s  Universal  Prayer,  introduced  into  the  Mrrice  of  an  Icelandic  church,  171. 

Essay  on  Man  translated,  645. 

Messiah  transited,  ibid. 
Popery  introduced  into  IceUnd,  31. 
Population  of  Iceland,  20. 
Preachiag,  style  of,  in  Iceland,  33. 
Printing  introduced,  24. 
Psalm-book,  Icebndic,  170. 
Punishments,  17. 

B. 

Befbnnation  of  religion,  39: 
BeinaveDir,  195. 
Eein-deer,  270. 
Beligion,  earfy,  of  Iceland,  25. 

state  of,  in  Iceland,  35. 
Republic,  ancient  Icelandic,  12. 
ReykhoU^  387. 

Beykiahlid  church,  remarkable  preservation  of,  142, 
Reykiahdar,  350. 
Reykiahverf,  hot  springs  of,  131. 
Reykialaug,  114. 
Reykmvik,  descr^ition  of,  48..^tate  of  socieCy  in,  290—- Annual  fidr  it,  399. 

406. 
Rcykhun,  hot-springs  of,  447— Yfti,  445. 
Rhyme,  Icelandic,  nature  of,  549. 
Roiiring  Mount,  431. 
Runic  epitaphs,  328,  386. 
Rural  happiness,  162. 
Rustic  astronomer,  435. 

Sacrifice,  mode  o^  among  the  heathen,  335.^Place  and  stone  of^  339.— Hct* 

man  saorifiees,  ibid. 
Umaaad  th«  letOMd,  264.^Hi«  share  in  the  Edda,  281. 
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Sagas,  whit,  23. 

SiOtaioii  fiihay,  413. 

Salntatinn,  mode  of,  in  lodand,  64. 

Sinnghffllir,  a  cave,  305. 

Sanibe,  learned  prieit  at,  395. 

8«zo  Oiammaticus,  hit  testimony  respecting  the  ho^  spfi|)p  ifi  {pfl4^4>  77* 

Scholar,  Hebrew,  394. 

School,  the  only  one,  at  BessaiM,  287. 

SeribU  hot  spring,  388. 

Scrqitmes,  Icdandic.    See  QMe. 

Setberg  ch^ich,  330. 

Sejder  hot  spring,  449. 

I^ioep^pens,  299. 

Sida,  district  of,  219,  231. 

Siddim,  yalley  of;  140,  141. 

Skaftal^213. 

Skagafiord,  438. 

Skagastand  flKtory,  438. 

Skaldi,  whcs  538,  539. 

Sfcatd,374. 

Skaidshcide,  weslm,  Tolcaao  of,  300. 

Skapt&,228. 

SkaptAr  vdcano,  where  situated,  221.— Cmpdon  o^  in  1783  describedy  220*- 

228.-»Its  awftil  consequences,  220,  229. 
SkeUeri  Ydkul,  its  TadDations  dcwribed,  215. 
SkialfimdafHot,  124. 
Skialldbreid,  yolcano  of,  417* 
Skogar,  water-fiOl  at,  257* 

Skrida,  disruptions  from  the  mountains  so  called,  107,  3^18-1-356^ 
Snsfdl  Y5kul,  311,  315.^  Ascent  of,  315.—y]ew  from  the  wmm^  ^  319. 
Sniftlell,  174. 

Sdlheima,  255.— Yfiknl  River  of,  258. 
Snorra-huig,  387- 
Spreingi-Sand,  82. 
Spripgs.    See  Hot  Spqpgt. 
Stad,  379. 
Stadarstad,  311. 

Sta&fen,  visit  to  the  Dean  of,  187* 
Staffholt,  298. — ^Hot  spring  near,  297* 
Stappen,  fi^tory  of,  314. 
Stiqpsheidi,  bewikUTed  on,  178. 
Stickeshohn,  fiustory  of,  337* 
Stiom,  ancient  Icebndic  MS.  484. 
Stistmp,  Mr,  sends  Bibles  to  Iceland,  490. 
SMir,  or  New  Oeyier,  89.  71,  72. 
Sturfaison,  Snorro,  his  birth-pUce,  348.— Residence  at  Bq^ditik,  My.— BaA, 

ibid.i,-His  cdebrity,  890M*JM[iiid(Br,  891.— LHwaiy  imfa,  ibid. 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


T. 


Temple  of  Thor,  335. 

Tenti,  IcelMidiey  descnb^,  5$. 

Thanks,  Poem  of,  497. 

Thofkelson,  Jon,  libenUty  of,  289. 

Thingeyri  fiMitoiy,  359. 

Thiqg,  whut,  12. 

Thifigvall*.  339,^.Cbttidi, » 

Tbii)gv«Qfi*T«tn,  lalpe  to  called,  55. 

ThomM,  Si^^  of  FliUcgr,  353. 

Thor,  the  ScandinaTiaa  Deity,  26.— Wonhip  of,  335. 

Thonneet,  334. 

Thondf  Mottrankegg,  334, 

Thonteinson,  Deui,  170. 

ThuoiL  Abbey,  91. 

Thykvabe  Abbey,  241. 

Timber-drift,  379. 

Time,  computation  of,  161. 

TindafiaU,80. 

Ti<fmab0,87. 

Tor&  Yokul  and  hot  iprings,  242. 

Toasts,  origin  of,  335. 

Tract  Society,  lodandic,  186. 

Trade,  history  of  the  lodandic,  398. 

Traffic,  period  of,  47,  398. 

Transhidon  of  the  Icekndic  Scriptures,  459. 

Travelling,  mode  of,  49.«-Dangerous  in  winter,  278. 

Trdlladyngia,  270. 


VadkHddi,  ascent  of;  117.  * 

ValhaUa,  the  Scandinavian  Heaven,  26. 

Vapour  baths,  147,  392. 

y  armahlid,  258. 

Vatneyri,  fi^tory  of,  365. 

Vegetables)  growth  of,  127. 

Vestmanna  isknds,  259. 

Vidalin,  Bishop,  letter  from,  410. 

Videy,  island  of,  44. 

Vik,  250. 

Vinland,  diicovcry  of,  19. 

Volcanoes,  Western  Skaidsheidi,  300.— Elldboig,  308.— KofiqgaifiaDap  81. 
— .Axnarfell,  82. — Krabla,  151,— Leirfanaker,  155.— Hiossaborg,  157.— 
Heidubreid,  161 — iOrafis  203.— EnqttioD  of,  209.— Skaptftr,  222.— 
Kddogii,  245 — EyaflaDa  and  Solheima,  256.— Hdda,  265.-*Eruptioiis 
of,  267. 

Vopoafloid,  ftdory  of|  167. 
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Winter,  273.— Sevew,  27ft.— Evening,  bow  tptat,  289. 

Wonidp,  fiunfly,  90,  286,  306,  375 — Socul,  96.— Public,  50, 119,  3^ 

Writing,  wben  firtt  introduced,  22. 

Y. 

Yokol,  BUfidl,  81_Eirik'8,  ibid.-.Bald,  ibid.— j6eitland*8,  lUd.  and  417.^ 
AinaiftU,  8^.— HiaUtadal,  106.— Elofis  5,  193.— Myiar  and  Heina- 
berg,  ibid.— Breidamark,  196.— ^rafi^  203.— SdQidma,  256.— JEyaBal- 
la,  ibid.— Snaj&H,  311, 315.— GlSUna,  381.— Dranga,  ibid. 


FINIS. 


Printed  by  WiUiam  Aitken. 
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